Visit the public viewing of the Middle School 9/11 ‘Memorial Sept 30, 5-8 p.m. [Viitors to spring

Lake Park on 9/11
pay their respect
through verse
and light.

See p. 12.
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Middle School Students
rial

The faculty and entire student body of the South Plainfield Middle School, as well as Board of Educatlon members school administrators, police, fire and rescue squad members
and state officials attended the dedication of the September 11 memorial which is permanently situated in the school courtyard.

South Plainfield Middle School students and Students and teachers dressed in red, white high school, also attended the ceremonies.
teachers spent countless hours during the past  and blue gathered around the monument as An open house is planned for the entire com-
year creating a memorial dedicated to the heroes  flags were raised by the students. Last year’s  munity to view the new monument on Tizesday,
of the September 11 attacks. student council members, who now attend the ~ Sept. 30 from 5 to 8 p.m.

The project began last year, shortly after the A
school held memorial services on the first an-
niversary of the attacks when Student Council
President Gina Severini approached Principal .
Fred Oberkehr and teacher Joe Blondo with the
suggestion of building a memorial to honor the
victims, as well as"members of the emergency
services who saved and attempted to save lives.
The memorial would also honor those respon-
dents who lost their lives.

Students were involved in every aspect of the
memorial, including the design and construc-
tion. They held a successful student/teacher
basketball fundraiser last year that raised over
$2.500. Local businesses donated some con-
struction materials, as well as the funds to help
build the monument.

Last. Thursday morning, students, teachers,
members of the Board of Education, as well as

Marge Sheldon reads a prayer to honor the

victims of the Sept. 11 attacks at a borough-,
sponsored memorial service held on the sec-
ond anniversary of the tragedy at the Senior
Center on Maple Ave,

representatives from the police and fire depart-
ments and rescue squad, gathered in the court-
yard of the middle school to officially dedicate
the new memorial.

Students at Rlley School sang patrlontc songs durmg thelr 911 memorlal service.
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calendars

Meets twice a month on me first and third Thursday.

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. (New Time) * Questions? 908-226-7605
AGENDA MEETING .....coceeessensmscemsencsnsensusesssnns PUBLIC MEETING
Special Meeting Monday September 29 (public hearing on budget 7 p.m.)

Monday, October 6 Thursday, October 9

Monday, November 11 ........oceenieriecneceseeraseeannans Thursday, November 11
All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public
Meetings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7641
Sept. 23, Oct. 14, Oct. 28,

Nov. 11(no meeting) Nov. 25, Dec. 9, Dec 23.

Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641-

Sept. 25, Oct. 16, Oct. 30, Nov. 6, Nov. 20, Dec. 4, Dec. 18.

boardofeducationimes

Grant School Gymnasium on Cromwell Place unless otherwise noted
Committee of the Whole meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.: Oct. 14, Nov. 11, Dec 9
Regular Board Meeting held Tuesdays at 8 p.m.: Sept. 16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18, Dec 16

The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.
Oct. 21, Nov. 18, Deg. 16.

recreation: o

Meets once a month on the first Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. ¢ Questions? 908-226-7716
October 7, November 11 (Nov. 4 is Election Day) and December 2.

environmenialcommission
Meets once a month (second Wednesday except August)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7621

Meets once a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. » Questions? 908-757-8100

Meets once a month (fourth Wednesday-no meeting August) at 7 p.m.
in the Conference Room, Borough Hall

For subscriptior
information

Thanksgnwng week, by G&G Graph;cs Inc. 1110 Hamilton Bivd. Suite 1B South
Plainfield, NJ 07080-2004. Second class postage paid at South Plainfield, New
Jersey 07080-9998. POSTMASTER: Forward change of address orders to G&G
Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080-2004.
Subscription rates $25 per year in South Plainfield; $30 per year out of town. To
subscribe: 908-668-0010.

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like ta see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.

2. Mall, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110
Hamilton Bivd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn’s Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver.com or ggnan@aol.com or ngrennie@ix.netcom.com. Include
your name, address, telephone number.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept.,
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email:
ggnan@aol.com or fax 908-668-8819. Letters should not exceed 400 words.
We reserve the right to edit for clarity or length. It is the"editor’s discretion to
limit the number of letters submitted by one individual on the same subject.
The opinions expressed in “Letters” do not necessarily reflect the opinion of
the Observer. Letters must be submitted with name and phone number, even

L if the writers request their name be omitted when published.

INYOUROPINION

Dear Editor,
Countless NJEA members spend

. countless hours providing for the chil-

drenin New Jersey: Iask all NJEA mem-
bers to respond to the letters which at-
tempt to demoralize our profession. I,
as well as many other NJEA members,
go above and beyond.

Personally, I pick up the pieces of
children who have been physically and
mentally abused by family and society:
I provide monies for lunch, sneakers,
clothes, notebooks, books, field trips,
etc. and do not ask for repayment. I
provide my home phone number so
that students can call if in need for
homework or just to talk. I have volun-
tarily given up my lunch period and
prep period so that students can get the
extra help they need. Finally, it is a rare
event when I leave by the “contracted”
dismissal time for staff.

Am I different from other teachers
and support staff members across the
state? No. Every dedicated NJEA mem-
ber can tell their own story of how he/
she goes above and beyond to help NJ
children achieve. It is not about salaries
and benefits, it is about FAIR PLAY.

NJEA-a trade union, I think not. To
quote from books that attempt to ma-
lign our profession-I think not. To Mr.
Fryszczyn, 1 leave you with this African
proverb: “If’s not what you call me, i’s

what I answer to.”
CHERYL NAGEL-SMILEY

To the Editor

Last month’s paper included a pic-
ture of the South Plainfield Jr. Baseball,
St. Vipers Team. Congratulations on a
greatseason!

Twould like to mention another team
in the South Plainfield Jr. Baseball Club,
the All Star “B” Team. This team also
had a great, rewarding season. They are
agroup of talented boys with a true love
of the sport.

Our special thanks goes to Manager
Rick Walton, Coach White and Coach
Lesniak for their dedication to the kids
and for teaching them the true mean-
ing of good sportsmanship. We know,

| as our son gets older and his love for

baseball grows, he will long remember
the time he spent with these dedicated
fathers.

SINCGERELY, :

AL AND FLO MIRANDA .

To the Editor

In a recent Observer, Robert Cusick
bragged about the public works bud-
getin town being, “less today. ..than ten
years ago.” To me, this is an admission
of how he and his party gutted the de-
partment by slashing its budget and re-
fusing to provide it with the necessary
staffing and equipment to do its job.

While the public may not have
known how much was cut, we sure felt
the results. Last year’s snow plowing
and leaf pickup were abysmal. It’s not
fair to our hardworking public works
employees to ask them to work with
dilapidated equipment and insufficient
staff. Likewise, we should not be put-
ting public safety at risk by failing to
devote the necessary resources to clear-
ing our roads of snow and ice.

As the person who presided over the
dismantling of one of our town’s most
important departments, Pm surprised
Cusick would even want to discuss this
issue, let alone write a letter to the edi-
tor about it. But then again, the gall of
this administration no longer surprises

" me. Cusick deserves the boot.

WILLIAM DESABATO

To the Editor

Bob Cusick and Ray Petronko have
earned my respect and support for re-
election to the Borough Council.

They point with justified pride to
their record of accomplishments; for the
fourth time in six years, no municipal
tax increase, senior housing, senior rec-
reation center, new PA.L., over 130
roads repaved, needed equipment for
our fire, police and rescue squad, a tre-

Submit Letters to the Editor:

Letters may be submitted to our office:
South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton
Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080,
by email at our website at spobserver.com
orfaxed to 908-668-8819. Deadline is Mon-
day, 5 p.m. Letters must be accompanied
by a name and telephone number for verifi-
cation. Please limit letters to no more than
400 words. We reserve the right to edit for
clarity or length. We reserve the right to limit
the number of letters submitted by one
individual on the same subject.

Opinions expressed do not necessarily
reflect the views of the publisher.

mendous reduction in our debt service
and all on a pay-as-you-go program of
not borrowing money in our name.
Bob and Ray speak for me and on
Election Day I will be voting for them
to continue the great job they are do-

ing.
CHARLES W. HASSELGREN

Dear Editor,

It’s been amusing to watch the
Democrats try to defend how they
bungled the Helen Street project. If they
knew it was going to take this long, why
did they promise voters in 1996 that it
would be done in 1997? And why when
they ran three years ago did Cusick and
Petronko promise completion in 2002?

T have just one comment for them:
It doesp’t take a decade to build a road.

DAVID GUOTH

To the Editor

If you have children, enjoy walking
in one of our parks or are a senior citi-
zen, you can easily understand why
Raymond Petronko has earned your
support. His accomplishments range
from the expansion of the PAL, restor-
ing our parks, expanding recreational
and senior activities to a new senior cen-
ter. He takes pride in his position as an
elected official and continues to listen
to the resident’s requests and ideas.

1 remember reading that some fami-
lies addressed the mayor and council
about an in-line skate park. Soon after,
I read Councilman Petronko was check-
ing insurance responsibilities, plans
were being drawn up and the council-
man was looking for funding. A few
months later there was an in-line skate
park built behind Borough Hall.

His running mate is no different.
Robert Cusick’s rapport with theDe-
partment of Public Works goes far be-
yond being a councilman. He has up-
graded DPW equipment year after year,
adding to the fleet of trucks including
snowplows and salt spreaders, wood
chippers and lawn mowers and has re-
vitalized their morale. He continues to
save taxpayers dollars by reducing ton-

- nage at the recycling yard. With the as-
sistance of the police department, he put
a stop to the illegal dumping and fre-
quently inspects the area himself. Each
year Councilman Cusick has improved
the infrastructure by repaving roads and
installing sidewalks. In some areas the
sidewalks make it much safer to walk
to and from school.

Just think, one councilman from
Recreation and one councilman from
Public Works put their ideas together

and repaved Kenneth Ave. to the soc-
cer field, provided parking and paved
the parking lots at the South Plainfield
Junior Baseball Club. It doesn’t getany
better then these two.

Raymond Petronko and Robert Cus-
ick have earned you support and de-
serve to be reelected.

MARY AGUSTA

To the Editor

Councilman Cusick points out the .
council’s recent upgrades of equipment
for the public works department. T'd like
to ask-what took them so long?

Their list of newly purchased trucks,
salters and other equipment seems like

-| a high-cost shopping spree for one-

year’s capital budget. Wouldn't it have
made better fiscal sense to spread the
purchases over the past few years? The
equipment has been in need of repair
for many years-why was it purchased
this year?

Because they were called on their lack
of attention to the needs of the depart-
ment. This continues a pattern of “gov-
emment by reaction” that seems to only
do big things right before election time.

The new public works equipment
was purchased AFTER the need was
pointed out by the Republican candi-
dates in recent years. Veteran’s Park was
only closed AFTER the news media
came out and made the mayor and
council take action. (What other pub-
lic sites in town are in need of cleaning
up that the council knows about but
the residents do not?) Updates on the

Helen Street Project became more fre-

quent AFTER the increased truck traf-
fic was an issue in past campaigns.
South Plainfield needs two-party
government to work on the borough’s
problems BEFORE they become cam-
paign issues. With Marge Reedy and
Ray Rusnak elected to the borough
council, they will work to make that

hapy
SII.I. SEESSELBERG

i
To the Editor,

I met Ray Petronko from a knock on
my door during the 1997 campaign
season. He took the time to listen to
me and showed genuine interest in the
Borough. At that time he was seeking
election to the Borough Council. I
wanted to vote for a person that not
only worked hard for South Plainfield,
bur also showed preparation.

I have since become good friends
with Ray. T know that a councilperson
has many meetings to attend, as well as
many events that need a spokesperson.
I noticed that even before he was
elected, he attended all public and
agenda meetings and still found time
to knock on the doors of the majority
of homes in South Plainfield. It is ob-

.vious how much improvement that

there is in South Plainfield. The com-
mitment to the position of council-
person that Ray gives deserves your
support.

Bob Cusick is also in step with Ray’s
self motivation. Bob gives our borough
complete dedication to the position.
They both deserve to be re-elected.

JOE SCRUDATO

7
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Red Cross Offers Hurricane
Safety Tips for Families

The American Red Cross Tri-
County Chapter recommends that
people in hurricane-prone areas be-
come familiar with the hurricane
warning message and plan ahead to
reduce the chances of injury or major
property damage. A hurricane warn-
ing is issued when hurricane condi-
tions are expected within 24 hours or
less. During hurricane conditions,
winds are at 74 miles per hour or
greater, or there is dangerously high
water and rough seas.

The Red Cross offers the follovvmg
lifesaving tips to help people prepare
and respond appropriately in the event
of a hurricane ‘warning: listen con-
stantly to a battery-operated radio or
television for official instructions; if in
a mobile home, check tiedowns and
evacuate immediately; store valuables
and personal papers in a waterproof
container on the highest level of your
home and avoid elevators.

If at home, stay inside, away from
windows, skylights and glass doors;
keep a supply of flashlights and extra
batteries handy; avoid using open

flames, such as candles and kerosene
lamps, as a source of light and if power
is Jost, turn off appliances to reduce
power surge when electricity is re-
stored.

If officials indicate evacuation is
necessary: if time permits and you live
inan identified surge zone, elevate fur-
niture or move it to a higher floor to
protect it from flooding; secure your
home by unplugging appliances and
turning off electricity and the main
water valve; bring pre-assembled
emergency supplies and warm protec-
tive clothing; take blankets, sleeping

-bags and prescription medicines to

shelter; tell someone outside of your
storm area where you are going; lock
your home and leave immediately and
avoid flooded roads and watch for
washed-out bridges.

For more preparedness informa-
tion, visit www.redcross.org or call
(908) 756-6414 to locate your local
chapter.

Residents may visit the borough’s
website for last minute emergency in-
formation: southplainfieldnj.com.

@%

and learned about the Bible.

Cedarcroft Bible Chapel on Kenyon Ave. held their week-long Vacation
Bible School in August. Children made craft items, played together

[

Sacred Heart School Principal Sister Cornelia Ramirez and Crch Pastor Father John Alvarado present the
Distinguished Alumni Award to Mike English, pictured here with his wife, Susan English.

English Named Distinguished Alumni

Sacred Heart School, which is cel-
cbrating their 50th anniversary this
year, has awarded their Distinguished

Alumni Award' to Michael English.

The award is presented to an indi-
vidual who has graduated from Sacred
Heart School, and by word and ex-
ample, have put into practice the val-
ues and lessons of their Catholic school
education.

Mike English is the product of an
all-Catholic education. He graduated
from Sacred Heart Grammar School,
St. Joseph High School in Metuchen,
St. Joseph University in Philadelphia
and did graduate studies at Seton Hall
University. His siblings, Jack, Tom,

 Patrick and Rita are also graduates of

Sacred Heart School.

The award was presented last Sun-
day after mass by Sacred Heart Pastor
John Alvardo and School Principal Sis-
ter Cornelia Ramirez.

Mike English and his wife Susan
have two children, Shawn and Brian.
Mike holds the distinction of being the

Annual Golf Outing to Benefit Education Foundation

The South Plainfield Education
Foundation is holding its ninth Emil
Leporino Memorial Golf Outing on
Mon., Oct. 20 at the Copper Hill
Country Club in Flemington.

Come join us for a relaxing day of
golf. Your entry includes an 18 hole
golf event, green fees and cart, lunch
and a buffet dinner, with awards and
prizes. The price per golfer is $150.
All gratuities are included. Casual at-
tire is recommended and you may only
wear rubber spikes while on the green.-

The event will be using the Calloway
Scoring System. Prizes include a new

Aﬁﬁ

1 ONE-STROKE PAINTING PROGRAM.
A complete program that actually teaches this technique & more
& DECORATIVE PAINTING PROGRAM for EVERYONE.
A must for folk and tole painting lovers.
1 YOUNG ARTIST PAINTING PROGRAM.
The best introductory painting program with cool. fun projects!
1 LOTS OF NEW PAINTING PROJECTS for everyone and any occasion!
1 KIDS’ DRAWING & CRAFT Classes.

CRAFT BIRTHDAY

No Comparison! Guaranteed Fun!

Please inquire about troops, chapters,
fund-raisers & in-home parties.

www.bunchis.com

car, vacation, or Pot of Gold for a hole-
in-one, as well as prizes for low net,

 low gross, longest drive, closest hole,

closest to the line, corporate team net
and corporate team gross.

The objectives of the South Plain-
field Education Foundation are finan-
cial support for incentive programs
that encourage academic achievement
and good citizenship of South Plain-
field, annual scholarship, internship
and co-operative work opportunities,
opportunities for inventive industry/
school"partnerships and endowment
funds for scholarships.

The Best
PARTIES!

Great Projects!

The accomplishments to date
of the South Plainficld Education
Foundation include the awarding
of $127,000 in 80 scholarships,
$85,000 in endowments, $30,000 in
curriculum programs, $20,000 in
academic incentive programs and
$20,000 in school equipment.

For more information, contact
Bob Hunter at (908) 756-2800
(work) or at (908) 769-0439 (home),
or Rich Regan at (732) 249-4702
(work) or at (908) 756-4530
(home).

Blood Drive
for Tom
McCreesh, Sr.

A blood drive in support of Tom
McCreesh, St. has been scheduled
for Monday, Sept. 22 at Kennedy
School, from 3:15 p.m. until 9 p.m.
Tom was recently diagnosed with
leukemia and is currently undergo-
ing treatment.

Although the blood may not go
directly to Tom, the drive has been
set up to support the Blood Center
of New Jersey, which is in great need
of donors and has been a source of
his transfusions.

Donors must be at least 17 years
of age, weigh at least 110 pounds,
know their social security number
and bring a signed photo form of
identification. Anyone with ques-
tions may call Loren McCreesh at
(973) 667-6091.

first graduate from Sacred Heart
School to have been elected South
Plainfield’s mayor. He was mayor from
1983 to 1986. English also served four
years as a South Plainfield councilman.
Heis currently the Borough’s director

of recreation and last year, he was’
clected to the Board of Education.

Before becoming director of recre-
ation, English was a teacher at South
Plainfield High School.

Historical Society Plans
| Town History Day

Free event to feature rare movie, entertainment

The first annual “Town History ~display their photo albums and
Day” will be held on Sunday, Oct.  memorabilia. Formore information,
. Sot ¢ !

ior call Domthy Mlelc a (908‘
g :

Lautenberg Announces Over

$198K for NJ Fire Depts.

Sen. Frank R. Lautenberg (D-NJ)
announced $198,641 in federal fund-
ing for local fire departments through-

out New Jersey. This is the fourteenth -

round of grants as a part of the 2003
Assistance to Firefighter Grant pro-

“On the second anniversary of Sep-
tember 11, we are reminded that fire-
fighters are part of our brave ground
soldiers in the war on terror here at
home,” said Senator Lautenberg, “It’s
imperative that we provide them with
the tools and resources necessary to
protect the health and safety of the

FREE HOME DELIVERY

0000000000000 0000000000000000O0O0COT® [

SUNDAY FOOTBALL SPECIALS

| 0000 00000000000 000060000000000OCG0T

Subs - Sandwiches - Homemade Salads

public as they risk their lives each and

‘every day”

+ Funding will be used to increase
effectiveness of firefighting operations,
fund firefighter health and safety pro-
grams, acquire new fire apparatus, en-
hance EMS programs and conduct fire
prevention and safety programs. There
are four program areas that are sup-
ported through the Assistance to
Firefighter Grants: Fire Operations
and Firefighter Safety Program; Fire
Prevention Program; Emergency
Medical Services Program and Fire-
fighting Vehicles Acquisition Program.

o
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“Quality Food For
The Everyday Hero”
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VFW Plans Meat Loaf
Dinner
September 19

VEW Post #6763 will be hosting a
meat loaf dinner, complete with
mashed potatoes, vegetables and salad
on Friday, Sept. 19 from 5 to 8 p.m.,
at the VEW Post at 155 Front Street.
Donation is $12

For more information, call (908)
668-9751 after 3 p.m. daily and after
12 noon on weekends.

Cultural Arts Comm.
Celebrates 20th Anniv.

September 20

The South Plainfield Cultural Arts
Commission will be celebrating their
20th anniversary with a gala evening
of live entertainment, music and re-
freshments on Saturday, Sept. 20, at
the South Plainfield Senior Center
from 7 to 10 p.m.

RSVP is required as seating is lim-
ited. Semi-formal attire. Please RSVP
to Frank Furino at (908) 754-5167 or
to SPCAC@aol.com.

Rev. Stephenson’s
Orchestra at Sacred Heart

September 21

The Sacred [
Heart Rosary
Altar Society
will present the |
internationally | ..
acclaimed Or-
chestra of St.
Peter by the
Sea, conducted g G
by Rev. Al- Rev.Alphonse Stephenson
phonse Stephenson. The orchestra will
be playing Broadway tunes, as well as
patriotic anthems. The concert takes
place on Sunday, Sept. 21 at 3 p.m. at
Sacred Heart Church.

General admission is $25 and seniors
and students are $20. For ticket infor-
mation, call (908) 756-0632, ext. 10,
(908) 755-6416, or (732) 549-9633.

Rutgers Athletic
Recnuiting Program
September 24 :

All student athletes in grades 7-12
and their parents are invited to join the
South Plainfield Guidance Department
K-12 for a presentation by Michael A.
Miello from Rutgers University. The
presentation will discuss the recruiting
process, NCAA Clearinghouse proce-
dures, eligibility standards, the student-
athlete as school leader and making the
transition to college. The presentation
will take place on Wed., Sept. 24 at
7:30 p.m. in the South Plainfield High
School, cafeteria C/D. To R.S. VB call
(908) 754-4620 ext. 257.

Sons of American
Legion Golf Outing
September 24

The Sons of the American Legion,
Chaumont Post 243 will hold its first

annual golf outing at Bunkerhill Golf

Course in Princeton on Wednesday,
Sept. 24. The cost is $85 per person
and includes green fees, cart, prizes,
breakfast, lunch and drinks, as well as

What'’s
happening in

SEPTEMBER

—

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake
9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool
(908) 754-1047

The Senior Citizen’s Center is open Monday throuigh Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 A.M. TO 12:30 PM.

Senior Center

EVENTS

MONDAY

TUESDAY
UPCOMING TRIPS....

September 28 & 29
Cape May Trip

WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY

FRIDAY

October 16 - Annie Get Your Gun

10 am
11:30 am-12:30 pm

a buffet dinner at Chaumont Post
243. Tee times start at 10 a.m. and a
hole-in-one on the 13th hole will get
you a trip for two to Hawaii!

Proceeds will go to the various
charities supported by the Sons of the
American Legion. Make checks pay-
able to the Sons of the American Le-
gion, Post 243, 243 Oak Tree Ave.,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

OLC to Hold a
Spaghetti Supper
September 27

Our Lady of Czestochowa will be
holding a spaghetti supper, sponsored
by the OLC Rosary Society, on Satur-
day; Sept. 27 from 4 to 8 p.m. Cost
for adults is $7, children 5-12 are
$3.50, senior citizens are $6 and chil-
dren under five are free.

Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish
Hall is located at 907 Hamilton Blvd.

Boy Scout Troop 207
Plans Car Wash
September 27

Boy Scout Troop 207 will be hold-
ing a car wash on Saturday, Septem-
ber 27 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
South Phinfield Middle School. Pro-
ceeds from this fundraiser will help
support the troop in the purchasing of
new gear and summer camp.

Your support is needed, so please
drive by and let us wash your car.

Republicans to Host
Cocktail Party
September 28

Marge Reedy and Ray Rusnak, Re-
publican candidates for Borough
Council, will be guests of honor at a
cocktail party on Sunday; Sept. 28 at
Flanagan’s Restaurant.

The party is from 2 to 4 p.m. and
includes a two-hour open bar. Cost is
$35 per person. For more information,
call Bob Jones at (908) 222-9435.

Senior Center
Atlantic City Trips
Oct. 1, Nov. 5

The South Plainfield Senior Center

- Send Us Your Events?

Mail or drop off stories and photos to
South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080, fax (908) 668-8819;
or email to ggnan@aol.com.

Bingo 10am-2pm
Lunch Available
Ladies Social Group

Gomputer Classes
10-11am or 2-3pm

Shopping'Day 9a

Pool Tourn. 1l]amm.1 8
vs. Perth Amboy Seniors
Practical Crafts 10-11am
Computer class 1-2pm

Bingo 10am-2pm

Pizza Lunch 1 9
Computer Class
10am-1tam

Exercise & Walking

Club 8:45-9:45am 24
Line Dancing 10-11:30
Movie Time 11:30am
AARP Crafts 1pm
Computer Class 1-2pm

23

will sponsor two trips to Atlantic City
on Oct. 1 and Nov. 5. The bus will
depart from the Senior Center at 9 a.m.
for the Taj Mahal. The cost is $15 per
person and you get $13 back from the
hotel. Stop by the Senior Center at 90
Maple Ave. to make your seat reserva-
tion. Reservations open up 30 days
prior to the trip date.

For more information, call Joann at
the Senior Center at (908) 756-4135.

Rainbow Academy
Plans Open House
Octobgr £

Rainbow Academy Child Care Cen-
ter, located at 2177 Oak Tree Rd., will
hold an Open House on Saturday,
Oct. 4, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

In addition to the Open House, you
are invited to visit the center for a tour
during normal operating hours (7 2.m.
to 6:30 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day). For directions and additional in-
formation, visit their website at
www.rainbowacademy.com.

Columbiettes
Fashion Show
October 5

It’s never to early to start planning!

The South Plainfield Columbiettes
will hold their annual fall fashion show
on Sun., Oct. 5 at the Knights of Co-
Iumbus Hall on Hamilton Blvd. Doors
will open at 12:30 p.m. and the ca-
tered, family-style luncheon will begin
at1p.m.

Fashions will be provided by Dress
Barn and Dres$ Barn Women in South
Plainfield. There will also be door prizes
and a basket raffle. Proceeds from the
Iuncheon will go to support local chari-
ties.

Tickets are $22 and can be purchased
by contacting Getri at (908) 753-2032.
Deadline is Oct. 2.

Theatre Trip To “Annie
Get Your Gun”

October 16

The Senior Center is running a trip
to the Fiesta Dinner Theatre in Wood
Ridge, NJ, on Thursday, October 16,
to see Annie Get Your Gun. Tickets are
$39 per person and include transpor-
tation, hunch and the show. Stop in or
call the Senior Center at (908) 756-4135.

Pocono Getaway to
Woodlock Pines

-October 27-31

The South Plainfield Seniors will

Shopping 9am
Video Exercise
9:30-10:30am
Practical Crafts 10-11 am
Computer Class 1-2 pm

| Bingo 10am-2pm
Pizza Lunch 26

Computer Class 10-11am
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be running a trip to the Woodlock
Pines Resort in the Poconos, Oct. 27-
Oct. 31. The cost is $475 per person
based on double occupancy and in-
chudes transportation via private mo-
tor coach, four nights accommoda-
tion, all meals from lunch on Mon-
day through breakfast on Friday, ho-
tel tax and gratuities. For more infor-
mation or to make a reservation,
please contact Mickie at (908) 755-
2487 or the Senior Center at (908)
756-4135. This is a very popular va-
cation, so signup today. ~* "

Knights of Columbus
Trip to Army Game
November 15 ;

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus is sponsoring a bus trip to
West Point to see Army play Hous-
ton University on Nov. 15. Game time
is 1 p.m. Tickets are $20 each per per-
son and the bus price will be $25 per

1.

Ifyou are interested in getting tick-
ets or need more details, please call
Tony Moskal at (732) 727-4841 or
Joe Scrudato at (908) 754-0869.

The bus will be leaving from the
Knights of Columbus building in
South Plainfield on Hamilton Ave.

— Out of Town —

Jersey Shore Botile
Club Holds 31st Show

September 21

A 30-year tradition continues as the
Jersey Shore Bottle Club holds their
31 show on Sept. 21. Dealers in an-
tique bottles, as well as collectors, are
invited. The show is held from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the Brick Twsp. High
School, 348 Chambers Bridge Rd. in
Brick. Admission is $2. Limited num-
ber of tables are available. Contracts
can be obtained from the club’s
website, http://www.geocities.com/
diripet2000/jsbe/jsbe.html.

For more information, contact
Richard Peal at (732) 267-2528, or
email at boxcar]l @att.net.

Walk for Polycystic
Kidney Disease
September 21

On Sunday; Sept. 21, the New Jer-
sey Chapter 3% Annual Walk for Poly-
cystic Kidney Disease will take place
at Liberty State Park in Jersey City.
Registration is at 10 a.m., and the walk
begins at 11 a.m. To register or volun-

teer, you can call us at (201) 823-4498,
or email NJPKD@aol.com. Registra-
tion may also be done online at
wwwipkdcure.org.

The New Jersey Chapter of the
PKD Foundation has regular monthly
support group meetings for those af-
flicted with polycystic kidney disease

-(PKD), their family members and

friends. These meetings are free.

Woodbridge Area
(WOWS) Dance

September 21

The WOWS will be holding a
fundraiser social dance on Sunday,
Sept. 21, from 7:30-11:30 p.m. All
are welcome. There will be a live band
and refreshments. The cost is $8 per
person. The dance will be held at the
Elk’s Hall, 665 Rahway Ave.,
Woodbridge, NJ. For more informa-
ton, please call (732) 297-1775.

MCC Rectuiting Fair
for Grades 7-12

September 21

The Middlesex County Guidance
Council is sponsoring the 26® annual
John E. McGowan Continuing Edu-
cation Fair on Sun., Sept. 21, from 1-
3:30 p.m. at the Middlesex County
College Student Center.

CHATS Adoption
Support Meeting
September22 -

CHATS (Connected Hearts Adop-
tion Triad Support) will meet 7:15-
9:15 p.m. on Mon., Sept. 22, at
Watchung Ave. Presbyterian Church,
170 Watchung Ave., North Plainfield.
Open sharing of adoption-related sto-
ries. There will be light refreshments.
Check out website at http://
community.nj.com/cc/chats or call
Alyce at (732) 227-0607 for informa-
tion.

YMCA Foster Care
Recruitment Fair
September 23

A foster care recruitment fair is
coming to Unjon County. The
Plainfield Area YMCA will be your
host on Tuesday; Sept. 23 from 10a.m..
to 2 p.m. This is the first day of a three
day tri-county event, sponsored by the
Division of Youth and Family Services
Metro-Region Foster Care Advisory
Board in partnership with contracted
community agencies to recruit safe, nur-
turing foster homes for vulnerable chil-
dren in need of out-of-home placement.

For the first time ever, YCS, Catho-
lic Charities, Babyland, Plainfield
YMCA, Tri-City, Children’s Aid &
Family Services, Harvest of Hope,
United Family & Children Society and
Independence and the Division of
Youth and Family Services will come
together and present to the public a
united appeal for foster homes. Each
agency recruits homes for children of
different age groups and with differ-
ent characteristics; they also offer a
variety of support services.

Right now there is a dire need for
homes that will care for infants, medi-
cally fragile children and sibling groups.
You can attend Recruitment Fairs in
Essex County at Essex County College
on September 24 and in Middlesex
County at Robert Wood Johnson Uni-
versity Hospital on September 25.

For more information, contact
Tobbia Corbitt or Donna Davis at
(973) 648-7770.
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Milestones

Loretta Conroy Recognized by American Legion
On Sept. 9, American Legion Post 243 recognized Loretta Conroy by
presenting her with a plaque dedicated in memory of James Conroy and
Chauncy Smith. The award was presented by Lou Dauber, vice commander

and John Blanchard, commander.

Christina De Matos Awarded Scholarshlp

Christina De Matos has received a
scholarship from International Union
of Operating Engineers Local 825. The
award was presented at a reception din-
ner on June 26 at Costa del Sol.

Dr. Dean Casale, vice president of
Kean Federation of Teachers, AFT
Local 2187 and Pete Strannemar, presi-
dent of Local 825, presented the
award. This is a four-year-scholarship
of $1,500 each year and is based on
the candidate’s academic standards,
community services, letters of recom-
mendation and essay:

Christina will be pursuing a degree
in marketing at Pace University in New
York City. She received the President’s

Christina DeMatos

Scholarship, as well as the Pace Hon-
ors College Scholarship.

R

Walko Pmmoted toLt. Commander

Joseph J. Walko, son of Joseph and
Theresa Walko of Norwood Ave. in
South Plainfield, was recently pro-
moted to Lt. Commander in the Na-
val Air Reserve.

Joseph first entered the Navy in

1979 and is employed by Delta Air-
lines at Laguardia  Airport as a lead
mechanic.

He resides in Manhasset Hills,
Long Island, NY with his wife, Debra
and three sons, Kyle, Brian and Tan.

Ashle&ahne Chosney Joins
Bishop Ahr Gymnastics Team

Ashleyanne Chosney, a freshman at
Bishop Ahr High School in Edison, has
joined the Bishop Ahr Gymnastic
. Team, which is set on winning the NJ
State Champion this year.

Chosney, 14, of South Plainfield is
a teammate of Jill Dean, who was last
year’s Pioneer Classic Champion at the
American Gymnastics Academy in
South Plainfield, formerly Feigley’s.

Ashleyanne Chosney, a level 9/10
club gymnast, placed third in the state
last year after leading the competition

and a controversial call when a judge
ran out of ink while she was perform-
ing her floor exercise.

. Freshman Chosney, along with
sophomore Dean and senior McRell
resemble what everyone already describes
as a collegiate level team that is virtu-
ally unbeatable. Chosney’s only obstacle
will be toning down her skills to high
school gymnastics level of competition.

Ashleyanne’s goal is a career in medi-
cine and to compete for a Division 1
collegiate gymnastics team.

UNITED,

OFAMERICA, INC.

Woodbridge Community Center
m’s 600 Main St.
Woodbridge, NJ 07095

LOOKING FOR A CLEAN, FUN,
FRIENDLY AND SAFE PLACE TO HAVE
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We Can Help You Plan

¢ information or to set up an appointment
for a personal tour, please call:

732-596-4108
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Liquidv Assets the
Setting for TV
Halloween Special

By Jane Dornick

South Plainfield’s resident ghost
hunter Jane Doberty is back and so are
the ghosts at the gentleman’s club, Lig-
uid Assets on New Market Ave. The
establishment will be the setting for
part of a one-hour WB Channel 11
primetime television special called
“Haunting New York,” which will air
on Halloween night.

The segment was taped at the bar
on Aug. 24'with Doherty performing
a seance to conjour up the ghosts for
television.

Look for future articles about how
the spirits have already made their pres-
ence known while the Observer was
present in upcoming issues.

4-H to Host

Haunted House

If youre looking for a good scare
this Halloween season, the 4-H Teen
Council will sponsor a Haunted House
every Friday and Saturday in October
through the 31. The haunting lasts
from 7 to 10 p.m. each night.

Willing participants should visit the
Middlesex County 4-H Center, on the
corner of Cranbury and Fern Rd. in
East Brunswick, and be prepared to
scream. Parking is located near the ad-
jacent Fern Rd. entrance.

The Haunted House is a fund-rais-
ing event and the $1 admission fee will
go toward 4-Hs Project GIFT. That
annual event held in December is a free
day of holiday shopping for Middlesex
County families in need.

For more information, please con-
tact the Middlesex County 4-H office
at (732) 745-3446.

By Sunnie Randolph,
Library Director

September is library card sign up
month. If you do not have a library
card, now is a good time to get one.
Library staff will be attending back to
school nights so you may sign up for a
library card, as well as getting one for
your children. The South Plainfield
Public Library is open seven days a
week and three nights a week for your
convenience.

September is also the kick-off of a
new statewide library campaign. Watch
for advertisements on cable television,
in the newspapers and at the Library.
The concept of the campaign is that
the library is a cool place; a dynamic
community resource, full of energy,
with an ever-changing menu of services
designed to meet a myriad of people
and their needs. The library is beyond
books. It is on the cutting-edge of the
information age. The library has the
most up-to-date information tools.
The library of your childhood is a
thing of the past. The library is your
gateway to the world. The library of-
fers access to a huge worldwide net-
work of information, bigger and
deeper than the World Wide Web. The
library connects your world to the
world. Visit your local library.

Computer and Internet training
classes for September and October
2003 are available at the Library.
Classes are limited to three people. If a
class is full, you may add your name to
the waiting list and you will be con-
tacted to.see if you are still interested
before the next classes are advertised.
There is still space in “Understand

Buying A Computer in 90 Minutes”, .
on Wednesday, Oct. 8, from 7:15 to

8:45 p.m. “Understand the Windows
Operating System in 90 Minutes” is
offered Wednesday, Oct. 15 from 7:15
— 8:45 p.m. “Understand Keeping
Your Computer Running in 90 Min-
utes” is on Wednesday, Oct. 22 from
7:15 to 8:45 p.m. Also, every Mon-
day evening in September and Octo-
ber you can stop by and speak to the

Librarian on duty with questions

about using the Internet, Microsoft
Word or email. If you would like com-
puter help one-on-one with the Li-
brarian, please call ahead to make an
appointment.

READ your receipt that you receive
when you check items out of the Li-
brary. The receipts not only tell you

‘when your items are due back, but also

the title and what the item is — book,
CD or video. Different items circulate
for different time periods. Avoid a fine,
be on time. Remember you can renew
your library materials by telephone
(908) 754-7885 when the library is
open, or call Elvis (908) 757 -3280
to renew items 24 hours a day.

Children’s story time programs re-
sume on Tuesday, Sept. 23 at 10:30
a.m. for children three to six years old.
Come and ]Om the ﬁm

% Fancy Foods
Gourmet Gift _Baskets

X

2325 Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield
(708) 561-2808

Corporate Accounts Welcome

Opp

ortunity’s
Knockin
Again.

Over 60 advertisers responded to the opportunity
to reach South Plainfield homeowners L
in the August 29 issue.

We would Ilke to thank all the advertisers who supported
the Observer in the August 29 issue. We hope you’ll join us again in the
I November 21 issue when we once again offer the opportunity
to expand your customer base and increase sales.

CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE.

DEADLINE FOR AD SUBMISSION IS NOVEMBER 11.

Your #1 Source for South Plainfield News

www.spobserver.com  email:ggnan@aol.com

For advertising info, call 908-668-0010.
- _
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Guests Enjoy Varied Fare
At Annual VFW Picnic

Unlike Labor Day, Mother Nature
granted the VEW a perfect Septem-
ber day for their annual picnic.

Regulars and newcomers flocked
to the event to enjoy a wide variety
of picnic fare, including burgers, hot
dogs and clams. The highlight of the
afternoon was the carving of a suc-
culent roast pig.

Cold beer and soft drinks flowed

while adults listened to live music
and took part in an egg toss contest.

Tino Fuentes of Unity Bank was
on hand with assorted giveaways.
There was a raffle for a wheelbarrow
full of goodies that included soda,
snacks, liquors and more as well as a
50/50 drawing.

Winner of both big prizes was
Mary Timko. As the afternoon drew

throughout the day. Youngsters en-  to a close, Rudy Poczak handed out
joyed pony rides and a moon walk, ~ t-shirts as door prizes.

Adult Fall
Art Classed
Offered in
Edison

The Edison Arts Society is
pleased to offer daytime Adult
Fall Art Classes at the North
Branch Edison Library meeting
roon starting the week of Sept.
15. Edison Artist and resident
Ray Skibinski, a published illus-
trator for Time Life Magazine,
will be instructing Basic Realis-

.tic Drawing workshops, for a
seven week long session. Stu-
dents can either pick Mondays
from 1:30-3:30 p.m. or Fridays
12 Noon to 2 p.m.

The cost for this workshop is
$100, with a 15% discountavail-
able to seniors and/or EAS mem-
bers. Students must supply their
own sketch pads, charcoal and
pencils. A $50 deposit is due
prior to the first week of classes,
and reservations are required.
Please call the Edison Arts Soci

ety at (908) 753-2787 for reser-
vations or more information.

From the Democrats

Democrats Propose New Library Building

r Councilperson Bob Cusick this week asked for the support of Mayor Gallagher
' l and his fellow council members for the construction of a new, state-of-the-art library
for the borough. Councilperson Cusick said, “We have a great library and a terrific

) staff that works there, but the building itself is not adequate to meet the needs of our

i1 residents. Our librarian Sonny Fenn and our library board, headed by Eric Aronowitz,
LB deserve credit for putting the existing structure to optimum use, but it’s time that we
commit ourselves to a new state-of-the-art facility. I envision a 10,000 to 15,000 square foot, two

story library building to be constructed on the vacant lot alrcady owned by the borough next to

Conroy’s Funeral Homie.”"

Councilperson Raymond Petronko cnthus:asnca]ly endorsed Councxlperson Cusicks proposal.

on behalf of the Mayor and entire Council. “T was excited when Bob Cusick first discussed it with
me, and I know Mayor Gallagher and the rest of the council will be thrilled with the proposal. This
is just one example of how your Democratic team works. Bob Cusick is an outstanding councilman

who has a terrific record as liaison to public works. It’s because of his focus that 130 roads have _

been reconstructed on a ‘pay-as-you-go’ basis, that the parking areas at the soccer and baseball
complexes have been paved and that our buildings and grounds are so meticulously maintained.
But Bob isn’t content to just sit back and rest on his laurels. He is always thinking of new ways to
make South Plainfield even nicer than it already is. The proposal for a new library is his best idea so
far.”

Councilperson Cusick expanded on his proposal: “Our new state-of-the-art library will be equlpped
with expanded computer labs and dedicated quiet space for children’s programs and activities. In
addition, we should set aside an area for use by the South Plainfield Historical Society. It’s time that
the society be given the space it deserves to showecase the history of this great borough and to hold
lectures and meetings. Our hometown assemblyman, Patrick Diegnan, tells me that there are state
grants available for library constructiom, which will offset one quarter of the cost. By state statute,
the library receives a mil factor each year that will more than cover the finance costs for the remain-
der of the project. In fact, the library board had the foresight to have sufficient funds in its treasury
to pay for architectural costs. Since the borough already owns the land, we can build a new library
for our citizens without affecting our municipal tax rate at all.”

Raymond Petronko summed up the Democrats vision for South Plainfield: “This i another
example of how we look at our jobs as members of the council. If you re-elect Bob Cusick and
Ray Petronko, we are committed to build a new state-of-the-art library, while at the same time
continuing our conservative fiscal policies which have led to no tax increase in four of the last six
years, cutting the borough debt in half and pay-as-you-go government.”

From the Rep’ublicans
Council Needs to End No-Bid Contracts

Ending “pay-to-play” is a hot topic in Trenton, but this week Republican candi-
dates Marge Reedy and Ray Rusnak pointed out the need to bring these same re-
forms to South Plainfield. “Giving no-bid contracts to campaign contributors hurts
the town,” said Reedy. “It’s the taxpayers that end up losing.”

Rusnak agreed, “The Mayor and Council have given over a million dollars in no-
bid contracts to contributors, who in turn, donate tens of thousands back to the

Democratic Party;” he said. “One example happcned recently when the council awarded a $50,000
contract to do appraisal work along Hamilton Boulevard and never solicited competitive bids. As it
turned out, the business that received the contract gave almost $3,000t 'iﬁEDc’:ﬁb‘c’riﬁ“c’Eam‘"i‘)‘a‘Jgﬂ

last year and has already given almost $2,000 this year.” X

“In practically every instance where the Council has the power to award a contract without
bidding, the contract goes to a Democratic campaign contributor;” said Reedy: “This is an abuse
of power and must stop. The taxpayers end up paying more, and one has to wonder if we’re hiring
the best people for the job.”

“Oth