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Ray Petronko Joins the
Navy in Operation Tiger

most exciting parts of the trip was
watching and hearing the Harrier
jets. The noise alone was a danger,
along with a rocking ship and a flight
deck slippery with hydraulic oil. He
explained that hearing protection
was an absolute necessity when
outside, and noted they could still
be heard five levels away inside the
ship. Ray described the ship as a
maze. "I ventured to the propeller
shaft, which is 10 stories below the

(Continued on page 16)

Come Celebrate & Enjoy!
South Plainfield Hosts 46th Annual Parade

Councilman RayPetronko with his son Randy aboard the USS Tarawa.

By Patricia Abbott

Councilman Ray Petronko's sum-
mer Vacation' began in Hawaii, but
it was far from a relaxing jaunt in the
tropics. In fact, he was there for less
than 24 hours. Ray participated in
"Operation Tiger," the US Navy's
unclassified name for a special 'cruise'
program that allows realtives of crew
members, embarked staff and marines
returning to the U.S., to board their
vessels. His trip began with his son
Randy, a Navy Ordinance Airman on
the USS Tarawa who was recently de-
ployed with the 15th MEU Marines
serving in Iraq. The purpose of the
trip was to acquaint family members
with the ship and allow them to par-
ticipate in shipboard routine. It serves
as a morale boost for service members
and helps instill a sense of pride in
the Navy and their ships. Guests
arc known as "Tigers" and must be
at least eight years of age. Married
couples and spouses/girlfriends/boy-
fnends of embarked personnel are not
allowed to participate in Operation
Tiger Cruise.

On July 5, Ray flew to Pearl Har-
bor and boarded his son's ship, the
USS Tarawa. By 8 a.m. the next day
die ship set sail for San Diego, begin-
ning Ray's seven day "Tiger Cruise."
Approximately 300 civilians took part
in Operation Tiger, joining 700 Navy
personnal and 1,000 marines return-
ing from Iraq.

The trip began with a fast course in
rules and regulations. All crew mem-
bers and Tigers had a 'muster area,' a
designated safe place where each per-
son was accounted for during specific
alarms. An important demonstration
was the "man overboard drill." The
intercom alerts the entire ship of a
man overboard and the ship makes
an immediate 180 degree turn and a
search and rescue team are activated.
A helicopter equipped with night and
infrared vision, paired with Navy div-
ers, begin the rescue efforts. A marine

was rescued in 75 minutes.
Sleeping in and leisurely brunches

were not part of the program. Each
day began with a 5 a.m. wake up
whistle. Meals were served at 6 a.m.,
11 a.m. and dinner at 5 p.m. Ray
enjoyed the many demonstrations
of aircraft and weapons. He saw
a 12 knot refueling, a burial at sea
and 50 caliber and 20MM cannon
demonstrations. He said one of the

For the past 46
years, the residents
of South Plainfield
and guests from
surrounding towns
have been cele-
brating Labor Day
with a huge parade.
This is the one day
of the year that
South Plainfield
truly shines. Almost
everyone in town ei-
ther marches in the
parade or watches

Roosevelt Ready to Welcome Students

Front entrance to the "new" Roosevelt School

Summer is coming to an end
and school age children are fiercely
directing their energies toward
enjoying every remaining second
of vacation. The remaining days of
freedom seem to fly by, bringing mat
first day of school ever closer. Stores
are filled with 'back to school' spe-
cials and parents are gleefully armed
with shopping lists. While summer
still reigns for some, the new school

year is already in session for staff
members at South Plainfield's brand
new Roosevelt Elementary School.
They have been hard at work for
days organizing classrooms, offices
and more. Teachers arc busy adding
special finishing touches to welcome
students to their new school.

The Observer visited the school a
few weeks ago. While there was an
unnatural quiet, there was also that

feel and smell of something wonder-
ful and "new." The building-process
was complete, but the school was
still merely a shell. Every hall, every
turn, exhibited the massive work that
loomed ahead. There were hallway
floors lined with cardboard, piles
of boxes containing supplies, desks
and chairs waiting to be placed,
and empty rooms-clearly a work in
progress. A school is more than a
building; it is the teachers and staff
that bring it to life.

A recent visit to the school found
the classrooms in various stages
of completion. Thete was a major
transformation from cluttered rooms
devoid of life, to colorful rooms sure
to make any student feel welcome.

There are four classes for each
grade level. The average class size
(ideally 16) is still undetermined,
but enrollment is still increasing.
With the exception of the kindergar-
ten rooms, each grade level has one
set of classrooms with a removable
divider to allow one large room. The
school also has a large library and
computer classroom. Second grade
teacher Ms. Mottley said, "I am very
excited to be among the first to work
and learn in the beautiful, modern
Roosevelt School."

The school has a combination
(Continued on pa$e 16)

it from a viewing point. The Labor
Day Parade is a time for everyone to
get reacquainted with their neighbors
after a long summer, maybe meet
candidates, or just spend the day en-
joying the many planned festivities.

This year's theme is "To Honor
Those Who Proudly Serve Our
Country." Grand Marshal Joseph
Zekas is a perfect fit for this year's
theme. Joe is a decorated war vet-
eran, having served in World War II
and the Korean War. He received a
Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Combat
Medical Badge, Korean War Service
Metal, Distinguished Unit Emblem,
four Bronze Campaign Stars, a Ja-
pan Occupational Metal, an Overseas
Bar, and most recently; the Korean
Presidential Unit Citation. Also fol-
lowing this year's theme, the parade
committe is asking that all veterans
join the dignitaries in the reviewing
stand.

Several military groups and ve-
hicles will participate in the parade.
A complete list of all participants can
be found on pages 10 and 11.

Just before the parade, the 13th
annual 5K Race and Walk will be
held. Registration starts at 8 a.m.
and the race begins at the PAL at
9:25 a.m. The parade kicks off at
10 a.m. at the Middle School on
Plainfield Ave. and continues past
Borough Hall, turns left onto Maple
Ave. and ends at the PAL. This is the
same route as last year's parade. If the
weather is inclement, the vendors will
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