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Monument Park
Fundraising Hits
Halfway Mark

A number of months ago, a plan was
introduced to construct a new park
dedicated to the military veterans from
South Plainfield who served in a the-
atre of operation during a time of con-
flict, as well as police officers and res-
cue squad members who served our
community:

Slated to be constructed in the Bor-
ough directly across from Spring Lake
Park, the

project
was esti-
| mated at
approxi-
mately
$100,000.
The plan
J involved
moving

ments at
| Borough
Hallto the
§ new park,
updating
the mili-

The Verdin Clock will be
the centerpiece of the tary veter-
Memorial Park. ans’ mon-
ument with names of those who
served, installing a town clock and plac-
ing military artifacts within the park.
A committee heading up the park
plans reported they have reached the
halfway point in donations, which has
enabled them to order the clock. It
should be delivered sometime in Oc-
tober. They have completed some pre-
paratory work at the site of the park
and hope to start building foundations
for the respective monuments and ar-
tifacts in the next few weeks. The tar-
get date for completion of the project
is Veteran’s Day. The committee ex-
pressed their sincere appreciation to all
the individuals and businesses that have
made donations. The project would
not be possible without this support.
The committee, an incorporated
not-for-profit organization, continues
to move forward, because they have
yet to reach their final goal. They still

need and seek the support of donations |

to complete this worthwhile project.
Anyone making donations of $1,000
will have a park bench dedicated to a
3 Continued on page 12
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South Plainfiel
For Sale?

South Plainfield’s first billboard advertising on Route 287 seeks a tenant.

One Up, Another on the Way...
How many more? ‘

For years South Plainficld has fought
the presence of billboards along the cor-
ridor of Rt. 287 in South Plainfield.
In fact, the Borough Council passed
an ordinance forbidding billboards of
any kind last year after Carol Media
and AMI sought variances to erect two
billboards. The Planning Board re-
jected both cases, but after a court ruled
that banning billboards denied free
speech, a new ordinance was passed
which allowed billboards; with restric-
tions. i

Ordinance #1615 was passed in
February without objection from the

public. The ordinance allows bill-

boards along Rt. 287, not less than
250 feet apart and only four within a
linear mile. How many billboards
South Plainfield will end up with as a
result of this ordinance is unknown.
A few months ago the Planning
Board voted to allow the first billboard
in South Plainfield, which is now lo-
cated behind the Verizon property on
Hadley Rd. The billboard can be'seen
along Rt. 287, just east of Stelton Rd.
Last Tuesday a second applicant,
David Klein, went before the Planning
Board and asked to erect a billboard
on Rt. 287 in the rear parking lot of
Caffe Piancone Restaurant, located op-

posite the existing billboard.

While the Planning Board was hear-
ing this case, the number of applicants
and how many permits the Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) have
already issued was a topic of discus-
sion. According to testimony, an ap-
plicant puts in an application to the
DOT asking for a space along Rt. 287
and a permit is issued. Applicants are
not required to obtain permission from

the township prior to their applying, -

There are some restrictions, however,
such as distance from an entrance or
exit and the spacing between bill-
boards. David Klein has already ob-
tained a DOT permit and is leasing the
space from Caffe Piancone. The bill-
board will be placed facing Re. 287,
but will be visible at the intersection
of South Clinton Ave. and Hamilton
Blvd.

The Planning Board requested that
the applicant move the location of the
billboard 50 feet east so it would not
be directly in the line of site to those
on South Clinton Ave. nearing the in-
tersection at Hamilton Blvd., a very
busy intersection. The applicant said

- they could not because another DOT

billboard permit is just east of them.
The Board then asked the applicant to

find out if they have latitude to move
their site with the permission of the
DOT, so that it would not be in the
line of site at the intersection. The ap-
plication has been continued until Tues-
day, Aug. 12 at 7 p.m. so the Board
Continued on page 12

Not Just a
Walk in
The Park

Annual Labor Day
Parade Offers a
Full Day of Fun

The 46th Annual Labor Day Parade
is shaping up to be another red letter
day in South Plainfield.

Held on Sept. 1, the parade will
follow the same route as last year, end-
ing at the PAL Building. Participants
as well as the organizers felt that be-
cause the floats dor’t have to make
many dangerous turns, last year’s route
was safer. And in case of inclement
weather, vendors will be able to set up
inside the building.

In keeping with the theme of this
year’s parade, “Honoring Those Who
Proudly Serve,” veterans of the Iraq
War and their families are invited to
view the parade in the reviewing stand
at the PAL.

Labor Day festivities are scheduled
all day long. The day begins with the
5K run and 1.5 mile Family Walk. The
parade then kicks off at 10 a.m. at the
Middle School. After the parade, ev-
eryone is invited to the PAL field for
food, activities and contests. Join the
community for pie and watermelon
eating contests, balloon toss, egg toss,
the awarding of trophies and handouts
by vendors.-People Pleasers will have
three rides: a giant slide, rock wall and
hurricane for the kids to enjoy. A wide
variety of food and drinks will also be
available from non-profit groups and
businesses in town. Entertainment will
be provided by “Back Splash” during
the afternoon festivities.

The Observer will be there as usual;
“Fraiser” will ride in our car in the
parade. We are running a poster con-
test once again and will award prizes.
Last year the winners were published
in the paper and the posters were on
display at Borough Hall. To enter the

Continned on page 12

McGruff, the crime fighting dog (aka South Plainfield Police Officer Dave
Franchak), paid a visit to the Safetytown graduates. See'story on page 7.
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Mark your
calendars

council s
Meets twice a month on the first and third Thursday.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. (New Time) * Questions? 908-226-7605
AGENDA MEETING ... PUBLIC MEETING
Monday, August 11 Thursday, August 14
Tuesday, September 2 Thursday, September, 4
Monday, September 15 .... Thursday, September 18
All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public Meet-
ings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

Thelatest

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641
Aug. 12, Aug. 26, Sept. 9, Sept. 23, Oct. 14, Oct. 28,

Nov. 11(no meeting) Nov. 25, Dec. 9, Dec 23.

zoning o

Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m.  Questions? 908-226-7641

Aug. 14 (meeting cancelled), Aug. 28, Sept. 11, Sept. 25, Oct. 16, Oct. 30,
Nov. 6, Nov. 20, Dec. 4, Dec. 18.

boardofeducationmeetings
Grant School Gymnasium on Cromwell Place unless otherwise noted
The August Committee of the Whole and Regular Meeting will be held Tuesday, August 26-
Commitee of the Whole at 6:30 p.m. and Regular Board Meeting at 8 p.m.

Committee of the Whole meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.: Sept. 9, Oct. 14, Nov. 11, Dec 9
Regular Board Meeting held Tuesdays at 8 p.m.: Sept. 16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18, Dec 16

The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at Borough

Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-668-0538

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.
Aug. 19, Sept. 16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18, Dec. 16. R

PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7716
September 2, O_tber 7, November 11 (Nov. 4 is Election Day) and December 2. .

- Meets once a month (second Wednesday except August)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. ¢ Questions? 908-226-7621

Meets once a month (fourth Wednesday-no meeting August) at 7 p.m.
in the Conference -Room, Borough Hall
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your

stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us

know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published. i

2. Mail, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110
Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver.com or ggnan@aol.com or ngrennie@ix.netcom.com. Include
your name, address, telephone number.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept.,
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email:
ggnan@aol.com or fax 908-668-8819. Letters should not exceed 400 words.
We reserve the right to edit for clarity or length. It is the editor’s discretion to
limit the number of letters submitted by one individual on the same subject.
The opinions expressed in “Letters” do not necessarily reflect the opinion of
the Observer. Letters must be submitted with name and phone number, even
if the writers request their name be omitted when published.

IYOUROP

Dear Editor, :
Last week the Borough Council
took another step backwards in pro-
viding open government. Up for re-
view, among other things, was a mil-
lion-dollar contract to finally start
remediation work at Veterans Park.
And rather than hold the meeting
when the public could actually attend,
the Mayor and Council held it at 5

" p-m. on a Monday—when most

people were cither working or still
battling south-side traffic to get home.
I wanted to go, but unfortunately,
could not get out of work.

It might seem trivial to criticize the
administration for purposely holding
a meeting at an inconvenient time.
But it’s the pattern that troubles me.
This is a group that holds secret closed-
door meetings, hands over huge no-
bid contracts to campaign contribu-
tors, and awards special favors to de-
veloper buddies. Ethical lapses of judg-
ment like these hurt our town and
erode public trust.

" Meeting an hour or two later would
not have delayed the project, which is
already well behind schedule.

For this Mayor and Council, open
government is simply a campaign slo-
gan chanted before elections. In fact,
when these men first ran for office,

they campaigned on open govern-
ment and promised to listen to.vot-
ers, saying “we hear you.” Apparently
the%ve %one deaf.

EOFF CHAMPION

To the Editor

It is that time again: collective bar-
gaining for teachers, secretaries and
aides-negotiations. It is also time for
the “teacher bashing” to begin. This
time and quite predictably; it’s Carol
Byrne. This time she hasn’t only deni-
grated the teachers and staff, now she’s
added all public employees to her list.
She’s now impugning the integrity of
principals, public workers, municipal
workers, and even the police!

Mrs. Byrne apparently feels these
public employees who happen to be
Board members have conspired to
break the bank and over pay the
greedy, good-for-nothing, undeserv-
ing teachers with settlements that
reach between 4% -5%!

And here is where the irony of Mrs.
Byrne’s crusade lies: Last summer,
these same Board members who she
is now criticizing are the same who
gave Mrs. Byrne a 300% raise to be
the Board of Education’s Substitute
Caller. Also on the Board at that time

was Frank Mikorski. I was in atten-
dance at that particular Board meet-
ing and I don’t recall Mrs. Byrne com-
plaining about her 300% raise at all.

Mrs. Byrne alludes to the business
world, and how she wonders how the
teachers percent raise compares. If she
truly did her research then she would
have known that the nurses at Robert
Wood Johnson negotiated 11% - 17%
increases with a base salary of at least
$55,000. I guess that Mr. Penisi, Mrs.
Peck, Mr. Kelly, Mr. Smith, Mr. Bohn
and Mr. English have conspired with
the nurses too!

Mrs. Byrne attacks by implication
do not do anything to help move pub-
lic education in South Plainfield for-
ward. I’s a matter of record that the
collective bargaining in South Plain-
field have been for the Jast 10 years
less than the County average.

If we wish to fully examine the his-
tory of Carol Byrne in South Plain-
field, we should logically include those
settlements which were arrived at dur-
ing her term as Board Member. In the
meantime, we would like to arrive at
a fair settlement and then get on with
the business of educating South

Plainfield’s youth.
DIANA E. JOFFE
SPEA VICE PRESIDENT

Commerce Bank

Bill Snell, assistant vice president
and manager of Commerce Bank in
South Plainfield, accepted the South
Plainfield Clean Business Association’s
Glitter Award. CBA President Joe
Diegnan presented the award to Snell
at the Commerce branch at 2473

Plainfield Ave. Assistant Manager Julie .|

Skula was also on hand to accept the
award, which was presented in recog-
nition of the bank’s attractive design
and well-maintained property.

The bank replaced a deteriorating
residential property across from Bor-

ough Hall. It opened its doors in De-_

cember 2001. Commerce chose the
location based on demographics, traf-
fic patterns and availability; and Snell
said it has proved to be an excellent
location. The large mural of the old
Hadley Airport behind his desk sig-
nals the bank’s interest in community
participation and service. In less than
two years, the branch has become in-
volved with Junior Baseball, Pop
‘Warner football, the music committee
at the high school and has provided
scholarships for graduating seniors.
The branch is a member of the South
Plainfield Business Association as well
as the CBA.

The building’s clean lines and the
airy, open spaces of the interior

COOOOO00C0000D Y QRODR0000N

Commerce Bank Asst. Manager
Julie Skula and William Snell, Asst.
Vice President and So. Plainfield
Manager accept the Glitter Award.

“complement a new style of customer
service-oriented banking. The well-
landscaped grounds are maintained by
a commercial landscaping service, but
Snell said their weekly schedule is not
enough to keep the parking area clean.
He and Skula go out every day in their
business suits with a trash can to col-
lect litter that has appeared since the

day before. He said some of it blows -

onto the property, but much comes
from customers’ cars and pedestrians
passing by. Snell noted that Com-
merce employs “shoppers” who
anonymously “shop the store” and

Wins Glit

Monday-Friday 4-6 p.m. m Pubp

ter Award

report on the quality of the service and
the condition of the facility. South
Plainfield Commerce Bank has been
getting high marks on both.

Snell thanked Diegnan for the Glit-
ter Award and said they are glad to be
here and they work hard to contrib-
ute to the community. They want to
make the branch a friendly and clean
place to bank. ;

The CBA gives Glitter Awards to
South Plainfield: businesses that are
unusually well-maintained or have re-
cently improved their appearance
through renovation or landscaping.
Membership in the CBA is open to all
businesses that share its goals of en-
hancing the appearance of commer-
cial districts through property main-
tenance and litter control. For more
information, contact Alice Tempel at
(908) 226-7621.

_Roosevelt Plans
- Kindergarten
~ Orientation

> Flowers €9 )
Fancy Fn()(ls\
Gourmet Gift Baskets

?

2325 Plainfield Dve.
South Plainkield
(908) 5612808

Corporale Accounts Welcome

%, PRICE BAR FOOD

%2 PRICE DRINK SPECIALS
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Blue Comet Makes One Final Stop

We recently reported that the “Blue
Comet” railcar, which was parked in
the downtown area for five years, was
removed after being repeatedly van-
dalized. The car was brought to South
Plainfield in the hopes that it would
become a museum that would display
memorabilia of South Plainfield’s past.
These hopes were never realized, and
instead, the railcar became an eyesore.

Frank Reilly, executive director of the
NJ Division of Transportation Man-

agement, was instrumental in relocat-
ing the railcar, and has offered an up-
date on the progress of the railcar since
it was removed from the downtown
area.

After being loaded on trailers, the
railcar was taken to Trans American

. Trucking on St. Nicholas Ave. where

the exterior, as well as some of the in-
terior, graffiti was removed. The lower
portion of the car on which all the
graffiti was located was painted the

same color as the lower portion of the
car. In just two days it looked like new
and was ready for the trip to its final
destination in Tuckerton.

The railcar departed from South
Plainfield at 5 a.m. on Monday; July
14 and arrived in Tackerton at 10 a.m.,
four hours ahead of schedule! The next
morning the trailer with the wheel sets
arrived, as did two large cranes to un-
load the railcar. The wheel sets were
placed on the tracks starting about
9:30 a.m. and the railcar was lifted
about an hour later where it was ready
to roll on the tracks of the Cape May
Seashore Lines RR.

During the entire loading and'move
the sky was heavily overcast and rainy.
But just as the railcar was about to be
lifted off the trailer, the clouds parted
and the sun shone brightly while it was
placed back on the tracks which ev-
eryone thought was a good omen.

Reilly estimates it will take about
three years to fully restore the railcar
to first class operating condition.
Meanwhile it has a good, safe, and car-
ing home now. -

—Submitted by Frank Reilly, Executive
Dir, Div. of Tramsportation Management

Seniors Asked to Reminisce For History’s Sake

“Grandma, tell us about the old
times.” How many times have your
kids and grandkids asked you that?

Well, the South Plainfield Histori-
cal Society is asking the same kind of
questions to seniors to provide a
record of what it was like while they
were growing up in the borough.

Nick Risoli talked about going to
school in a covered wagon.

Some remembered the amusement
park that was located where the com-
munity pool is now; or the stables in
back of Sullivan’s gas station. Others
spoke of Thorton’s Hotel, Hadley Air-
port and the two racetracks, one be-

Girl Scouts of Washington
Rock Earn Silver Award

Girl Scouts of Washington Rock
Council Cadette Troop 91 from South
Plainfield completed their Silver
Award Project at Camp Hoover June
27,28 and 29.

Julianne Bosse, Katie Noonan, Jen-
nifer Mocerino and Jessica Vasquez
spent over 20 hours in three days on
the makeover for Sinawik cabin by
scraping, cleaning and painting all of
the interior walls. In preparation for
painting the cabin, the Cadettes con-

Clean Up!

Advertise your
garage sale in
the Observer.

ducted a supply drive for Camp Hoo-
ver, collecting numerous board games,
arts and crafts supplies and various
camping and household items. “Tt was
alot of work, but we had fun at Camp
Hoover and we felt really good about
what we were doing,” said Julianne
Bosse. The girls completed their proj-
ect in time for campers to use the cabin
and supplies this summer.

The girls will be attending SPHS in
the fall.

tween Tompkins Ave. and Franklin
Ave. and the other near Park and
Maple Ave.

It seems that there is no one old
enough to remember the grist mill or
the saw mill which had been a big part
of the developments of “Sampto
what South Plainfield was known as
in the 1880°.

Those that would like to add their
story to this collection of history are
invited to come to the Senior Citizens
Center at 9 a.m. on Tuesday morn-
ings. Come share your story with
friends and neighbors.

R

Subscribe
Online:

www.spobserver.com

F Builder’s
Closeout!

NEW COLONIAL |

‘Evelyn
Sherwood  Evelyn Sherwood, Broker-Associate

Broker- Office: (908) 755-5300 Ext. 313
Assocuztg

Moretti Realty
CENTURY 21 MORETTI REALTY

(908) 753-1346 Evenings

Vinyl Sided
3 Bedrooms
2 Full Baths
1t Floor
Family Room
Central Air
Dead End St.

10-year
Homeowner’s
Warranty

Asking
$279,000

All Reasonable
Offers Considered

Licensed Real Estate Broker

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

southplainfieldpeople
Milestones

: Rev. Charles and Mrs. Jean Mlnge

Rev. Charles and Mrs. Jean Mingle
Celebrate 50th Anniversary

Rev. Charles and Mrs. Jean Mingle
of South Plainfield are celebraring their
50 Wedding Anniversary! They were
married on a Saturday afternoon on
August 8, 1953 at the First Lutheran
Church in Ridgway, Pa

Charles is a retired pastor of St.
Stephen’s Lutheran Church in South

Plainfield and is currently the chaplin
for the South Plainfield Police and Fire
Departments. Jean is a retired North
Plainfield school teacher. Together,
they have one son, Philip, and four
grandchildren of Wantage, NJ.

A quiet family celebration is ex-
pected for the occasion.

Celestino Brings Thirty Years of
Solid Reputation to Umty Bank

Anthony J. Feraro, President, Unity
Bank, announced the appointment of
Salvatore Celestino of Stroudsburg,
Pa. as a new Business Development
Executive for Unity’s SBA Depart-
ment in Clinton.

After graduating from St. John’s
University in 1973 with a degree in
business management, Celestino spent
the next 30 years of his life dedicated
to developing and nurturing his bro-
ker relationships and loan origination
sources. Most recently, Sal acted as
Vice President, Sr. SBA Business De-
velopment Officer for Small Busi-
ness Loan Source, Inc. where he suc-
cessfully originated $18,750,000 in
approved loans.

“We are extremely pleased to have
such a talented small business lender
like Sal join the Unity team,” said
Executive Vice President Michael
Downes. “Sal has always had a solid

Salvatore Celestino

reputation for finding quality loans
and for providing excellent customer
service as well.”

Celestino will be housed at the
Bank’s Headquarters located at 64 Old
Hwy. 22 in Clinton. Stop by for coffee
and pastries at our Café Unity and meet
Sal, or call him direct at (908) 730-
7630, ext. 315.

Do you have
Type II Diabetes?

If you are at least 21 years old, & use
insulin to control your Diabetes,
you may qualify for a 43-week
investigational research study.

Benefits of participating include:

Health care by outstanding providers,
Reimbursement up to $325.00 for
study-related time & travel,
Study-related physician visits (including lab work),
& Study medication (free of cost).

Also recruiting for the following trials:
HIGH CHOLESTEROL, ARTHRITIS,
OVERWEIGHT, INSOMNIA

For more information call:
Anderson & Collins Clinical Research, Inc.
908 Oak Tree Road, Suite H
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
908 561-5445
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Wesley Methodist
Vacation Bible
August 11-15

Wesley United Methodist Church,
located at 1500 Plainfield Ave. invites
you to join them for Vacation Bible
School taking place Aug: 11-15 each
evening from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

The theme this year is “Lighthouse
Kids.” Children will learn about “Shin-
ing God’s Light” while they enjoy
music, crafts, games and refreshments.

To register, contact the church of-
fice at (908) 757-2838.

Sonshine Bible School
August 11-15

Sonshine Bible School will take
place Aug. 11-15, 9 a.m. to noon at
Cedarcroft Bible Chapel, 1715 Ken-
yon Ave., for children ages four
through those entering fifth grade in
the fall. Bible stories, games, crafts,
singing, refreshments, and it’s FREE!!

To register, call Bobbie; (908) 754-
8069 or e-mail bossecight@aol.com.

South Plainfield Music
Boosters Meetfing
August 13

The South Plainfield Booster Club
will hold their monthly meeting on
Wednesday, August 13 at 7 p.m. in the
band room at the high school.

This meeting is open to anyone who
“wants more information on the club.
New members are welcome.

SPHS Field Hockey

Team Car Wash
August 16

As a fundraising event, the SPHS
Field Hockey team will have a car wash
on Saturday, Aug. 16, from 9 am. to
2 p.m. in the Middle School parking
lot. The cost is $5 for cars and $7 for
vans and SUVs. :

Come out and support our team!
Rain date is Sunday, Aug. 17, samq
place and time. ;

Rev. Stephenson’s
Orchestra Returns o
Sacred Heart
September 21

The Sacred
Heart Rosary
_ Altar Society
will once again
present the in-
ternationally ac-
claimed Or-
chestra of St.
Peter by the
Sea, conducted
by Rev. Alphonse Stephenson. This
year the orchestra will be playing
Broadway tunes as well as patriotic an-
thems. The concert will take place on
Sunday, Sept. 21 at 3 p.m. at Sacred
Heart Church.

Father Alphonse Stephenson is
well-known for his versatility—part
maestro, part comedian and part
priest. ;

Father Alphonse has a long and im-
pressive background in music, study-
ing under George Schick of the Met-
ropolitan Opera and Dr. Robert
Abramson of Juillard School. He has
served as guest conductor at Fresno
Philharmonic, Delaware Valley Phil-
harmonic and many other orchestras.

St. Peter by the Sen consists of 45
members who have 750 years of study
and performed over 57,000 concerts
and recitals.

Rev. Alphonse Stephenson

What'’s
happening in

AUGUST

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake
9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool
(908) 754-4135

The Senior Citizen’s Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 A.M. T0 12:30 PM.

Senior Center

EVENTS

EVENTS

Adult Crafts 1 1
9:30-11:30am

Yoga 10:30-11:30am
Learn to Draw 11:30am

General admission is $25 and seniors
and students are $20. For ticket infor-
mation, please call (908) 756-0632,
ext. 10, (908) 755-6416, or (732) 549-
9633.

Sons of American
Legion Golf Outing
September 24

The Sons of the American Legion,
Chaumont Post 243 will hold its first
annual golf outing at Bunkerhill Golf
Course in Princeton on Wednesday,
Sept. 24. The cost is $85 per person
and includes green fees, cart, prizes,
breakfast (coffec and bagels), lunch
(hot dogs and burgers), drinks (beer,
soda, water), as well as a buffet din-
ner at Chaumont Post 243. Tee times
start at 10 a.m. and a hole-in-one on
the 13th hole will get you a trip for
two in Hawaii!

If you would like to participate or
sponsor a tee for $50 or a hole for
$100, contact Mark at (908) 755-
5914, or Joe at (908) 822-0494.

Proceeds will go to the various
charities supported by the Sons of the
American Legion. Make checks pay-
able to the Sons of the American Le-
gion, Post 243, 243 Oak Tree Ave.,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080. Checks
must be in by July 21.

Rainbow Academy

Plans Open House
October 4

Rainbow Academy Child Care Cen-
ter, located at 2177 Oak Tree Rd., will
hold an Open House on Saturday, Oct.
4, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

In addition to the Open House, you
are invited to visit the center for a tour
during normal operating hours (7 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day). For directions and additional in-
formation, visit their website at
www.rainbowacademy.com.

Fall Pocono Getaway
to Woodlock Pines
Oct-27-31

The South Plainfield Seniors will
be running a trip to the Woodlock
Pines Resort in the Poconos, Oct. 27-
Oct. 31. The cost is $475 per person
based on double occupancy and in-
cludes transportation via private mo-
tor coach, four nights accommoda-
tion, all meals from lunch on Mon-
day through breakfast on Friday, ho-
tel tax and gratuities. For more in-
formation or to make a reservation,

TUESDAY

UPCOMING TRIPS....

September 28 & 29
Cape May Trip
Bingo 10am-2pm

Lunch Available
Ladies’s Social Group

WEDNESDAY| THURSDAY

Exercise & Walking -] 3
Club 8:45-9:45am
Movie Time 10:30am
AARP Crafts 1pm
Monthly Meegting, Topic:
Foot Care & Screenings

12

please contact Mickie at (908) 755-
2487 or the Senior Center at (908)
756-4135. This is a very popular va-
cation, 5o sign up today.

Class of 1989 Plans
15 year Reunion
November 27

The South Phinfield High School
Class of 1989 is planning their 15th
reunion to be held in Edison at the
Sheraton in Raritan Center on Nov.
27, 2004. Price is $80.

Contact SPHSclassof89@yahoo.
com with address information.

Rec Plans Trip
To See Hairspray
February 22, 2004

South Plainfield Recreation is spon-
soring a trip to Broadway to see
Hauirspray on Sunday, February 22,
2004. The bus will leave the PAL at
10:30 a.m. and return around 7 p.m.
There will be plenty of time to shop
and eat before the show. Tickets are
$100 per person and are available at
the PAL Building between 8:30 a.m.
and 5 p.m. on weekdays. Only 45 tick-
ets are available, so come and get yours
now! A

Rec Plans Trip to

New Orleans
Sept. 11-19, 2004

South Plainfield Recreation pre-
sents a trip to Biloxi and New Orleans
from Saturday, Sept. 11 to Sunday,
Sept. 19, 2004. The trip includes the
following: A guided tour of New Or-
leans, eight nights deluxe hotel accom-
modations, including four nights in a
luxurious Gulf Coast Casino Hotel, a
Jazz Cruise on a Mississippi riverboat,
a tour of NASA’s Amazing Stennis
Space center and much more! The
price also includes deluxe motorcoach
transportation and 14 meals- eight
breakfasts and six dinners.

For info and reservations, contact
Mike English at (908) 226-7714. The
cost is $560 per person based on
double occupancy: Add $219 for single
occupancy. $75 is due upon signing.
Final payment is due July 6, 2004.

FRIDAY
Shopping Day 7 Bingo 10am-2pm E
9am Pizza Lunch
Video Exercise Class
9:30am-10:30am
Practical Crafts 10-11am
Shopping 9am -I 4 Bingo 10am-2pm 1 O
Video Exercise Pizza Lunch ~
Class 9:30-10:30am
Practical Crafts 10-11am

— Out of Town —

Hispanic Riverfront
Festival Offers Family Fun
August 7-10

The Puerto Rican Action Board will
be sponsoring the 25th Hispanic
Riverfront Festival of New Brunswick
on Thursday, Aug. 7 through Sunday,
Aug. 10. The festival will be held at
the renovated scenic Boyd Park by the
beautiful Raritan River, Route 18
North, New Brunswick.

Middlesex East
WOWSs Meeting

August 8

Middlesex East WOWs, Carteret
Chapter, will hold an open dance on
Friday, Aug. 8 at St. Demetrius Com-
munity Center, 681-691 Roosevelt
Ave., Carteretfrom 7:30 to 11:30 p.m.
Admission is $8. Live music and re-
freshments. All are welcome.

For more information, call (732)
969-1123 or (908) 757-0515.

Woodbridge Area
WOWs Meeting

August 13

The Woodbridge Area Chapter of
Widows or Widowers (WOWS) will
have a business meeting on Wednes-
day, August 13, at 7 p.m. It will be
held in the Main Public Library, George
Frederick Plaza, Amboy Ave., Wood-
bridge. For more information, call
(732) 297-1775.

Return Engagement
At Wayne Manor
August 13

Perennial Productions presents a
luncheon theatre, “Show Me Where
The Good Times Are,” at the Wayne
Manor on Aug. 13.

The musical revue has enjoyed sold
out houses in NYC cabarets and fea-
tures Broadway divas Alice Evans,
Betsy Parrish and Nancy Barry with
Paul Trueblood at the piano.

Luncheon matinees are $43 for in-
dividuals, $40 for groups of 10 or

more and includes one-hour open bar,
wine, beer and soft drinks on the table,
four course luncheon with coffee, tea
and ice cream sundaes for dessert,
show, tax and tip, Wayne Manor, 1515
Rt. 23 in Wayne. Open bar at 11'a.m.,
luncheon at 11:30 a.m.; curtain is 1

p-m.

German-American
Folk Festival
August 16 & 17

The 129% German-American Folk
Festival sponsored by the Plattduetsche
Volksfest-Vereen of NY and NJ will be
held at Schuetzen Park, Bergen Turn-
pike (32 St.) and Kennedy Blvd.,
North Bergen, on Saturday, Aug. 16
and Sunday, Aug. 17, starting at noon.
The festival, open to the general pub-
lic, is held for the benefit of the Fritz
Reuter Home for the Aging and other
charities. $5 per person. Children 16
and under are free when accompanied
by a responsible adult. :

German delicacies such a potato
pancakes, sauerbraten, bratwurst, etc.
will be available. A visit to the coffee
house will be a pleasurable experience.
There will also be prize shooting.

For more info, call (201) 553-9171.

WOWs Hosts
Fundraiser Dance
August 17

The Woodbridge Area Widows Or
Widowers (WOWS) is hosting a
fundraiser dance on Sunday, August
17, from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. All are
welcome. There will be a live band, -
and refreshments will be available. Ad-
mission is $8. The dance will be held
at Alzheimer’s Foundation of Amer-
ica.
The program will be held at
Brighton Gardens of Mountainside,
1350 Rt. 22 West in Mountainside.
Registration is 6:30 p.m. The program
will be held from 7-8 p:m. Please call
(908) 654-4460 to RSVE.

Jersey Shore Bottle
Club Holds 31st Show
September 21

On September 21, a 30-year tradi-
tion continues as the Jersey Shore
Bottle Club holds their 31% show.
Dealers in antique bottles, as well as
collectors, should mark Sunday, Sept.
21, on their calendars and plan to at-
tend this long-running show. Spon-
sored by the BTHS Class of 2005, the
show will again be held 9 am. to 2
p-m. at the Brick Twsp. High' School,
348 Chambers Bridge Rd. in Brick.
Admission is $2. A limited number
of tables are still available. Contracts
can be obtained from the club’s
website, http://www.geocities.com/
diripet2000/jsbe/jsbe.html.

Previous shows have showcased
dealers not only from NJ, bur also
from throughout the mid-Atlantic and
New England regions. Hundred year
old bottles from most towns in Ocean
and Monmouth counties will be for
sale, as well as post cards and local
memorabilia.

For more information, contact Ri-
chard Peal at (732) 267-2528, or email
at boxcarl @att.net.

Send Us Your Events?
Mail or drop off stories and photos to South Plainfield Observer,

1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080,
fax (908) 668-8819; or email to ggnan@aol.com.
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Assemblyman Pat Diegnan joins South Plainfield resident Helen
Andresen, who won first place in the “watercolor” category of the
Middlesex County Department on Aging’s county-wide art contest.

Local Woman Wins
County Art Contest

pose for pictures with the winners
were Assemblymen Pat Diegnan and
Peter Barnes and Middlesex County
Frecholders Jane Brady and- David

By Jane Dornick

The South Plainfield Senior Cen-
ter had the privilege of hosting the

annual Middlesex County Senior Citi- .- Crabiel.
zen Art Contest and Exhibition on Among the many winners was life-
Monday. time South Plainfield resident Helen

Sponsored by the Middlesex

M Coutt Depamncm onAging, the: * a Raggedy Ann doll entitled “Annie”

Andresen. Her watercolor painting of

contest had 99 participants from 20
towns in the county. The artwork has
been on display at the Senior Center
since July 15 and judges included art-
ists from around the county. Catego-
ries for entry were oil, acrylic, water
color, drawing, print, sculpture, pas-
tel, mixed media, photography; craft
and' computer graphics. Both profes-
sional and non-professional works
were included.

On hand to give out awards and

carned her first place in that category.
Mrs. Andresen had worked in the ad-
vertising art field all her life and was
very surprised she won. She said she
had to “hone up” on her painting skills
to enter as she has been doing a lot of
quilting lately.

The first place winners from the
contest in each category move on to
statewide competition in a few weeks
in Hunterdon County. Best of luck to

, Mrs. Andresen and her artwork!
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The Performing Arts Centre
4475 South Clinton Avenue, S. Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 561-5094

E-mail JOANNinNJ@aol.com
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Classes uvuiiuble in all areas and levels of dance

BALLET ~ POINTE ~ TAP ~ MODERNE ~ JAZZ
PRESCHOOL CLASSES ~ COMBINATION CLASSES
~ HIP HOP WORKSHOPS —~
~ @DULT CLASSES AVAILABLE ~

eSS

In person registration from
Mon., August 20 through Fri., August 22
from 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm
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Jo-ANN FAULKNER,
DirecTOR
*Official dance training
for Feigley's School of
Gymnastics
South Plainfield, NJ

s/
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;
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Tara FAuLRNER-CATALINA, [l

ArTisTic DIRECTOR
*Home of the
award winning
LeCentre Dance Ensemble *,
(membership by invitation only)

Walk in — Dance Out
Visit our web site
http://www.jo—annsdancestudio bigstep com

Middlesex Cty.
Fair To Host
Civil War
Encampment

The New Jersey Civil War History
Association will present the 14 New
Jersey Volunteer Infantry, Company
H at the Middlesex County Fair on
Aug. 8-10 at the fairgrounds on
Cranbury Road in East Brunswick.
The association is a non-profit living
history and reenacting group. The
unit is based on the historical model
of the original Company H raised in
Cranbury in August of 1862. Activi-
ties at the fair will include presenta-
tions of the company’s history and
parades through the fairgrounds.

The 14 New Jersey Volunteer In-
fantry was recruited in the summer
0f 1862 in response to President Lin-
coln’s call for 300,000 volunteers.
‘Commanded by Colonel William S.
Truex, the regiment was formed on
July 8, 1862. It trained at Camp
Vredenburgh near Frechold, on the
grounds of the Monmouth battlefield
of 1778. Its companies came mostly
from Central Jersey and were a good
mix in origin. Four companies were
from urban Trenton and Elizabeth
and six were from rural Monmouth,
Ocean and Middlesex counties. The
soldiers of the 14 were formally
mustered into United States service
for three years on Aug. 26, 1862.
They proudly boasted to be neither
draftees nor bounty men, but freely
enlisted patriots.

“We are very excited to have the
New Jersey Civil War History Asso-
ciation joining us for the fair this
year,” said Alan Habiak, president of
the Middlesex County Fair Associa-

chance to join us at the fair and meet
the members of the 14 New Jersey
Volunteer Infantry”, -

The Middlesex County Fair will be
held this year from Aug. 4-10. Ad-
mission to the fair is required to visit
the encampment site

tion., “We hope. that everyone gets.a -
‘zation will have their business name °

Last day to check in books for
Summer Reading is Saturday, Aug.
9! Booklets will not be collected.
Children may pick up Summer Read-
ing Club certificates beginning Wed-
nesday, Aug. 13.

The last Monday night Kid-Craft
program will be on Monday, Aug, 11.

The last program of the summer for
Books 4 Babies for children 18 months
to 3 years will be on Friday, Aug. 8.

All children’s story times and pro-
grams will be cancelled from Aug.-
Sept. 23 to allow Miss Linda to re-
cover and plan for programs in the fall.

aryn Lin and her Electric Violin

ill be performing at the Library on
Wednesday, Aug.13 at 6:30 p.m. This
is not a sing along program. This is a
musical introduction to classical mu-
sic for children. If you have enjoyed
the wonderful children’s programs this
summer, many of them were spon-
sored by the Friends of the South
Plainfield Public Library, please con-
sider becoming a member of the
Friends and help support future pro-

grams in the Library.

Babysitting classes sponsored by the
Library and the Middlesex County
Health Department will be held on
Thursday and Friday, Aug. 14 and 15
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please call and
register with Miss Linda at the Library
(908) 754-7885. If you attend both
days you will reccive a certificate.

While you are relaxing and enjoy-
ing the remainder of the summer, you
may want to learn a new craft. The
Library has a selection of crafts books
for people of all ages. We have books

. on how to make paper, nature crafts,

shell crafts, candle making, soap mak-
ing, decoupage and making wreaths.
There are books on holiday crafts for
Halloween and Christmas. We have
needlework books on knitting, cro-
chet, embroidery and beading. There
are also books on fabric painting and
rug hooking. All of these books in-
clude how to instructions as well as
patterns for projects. If you need as-
sistance in finding any of these books,
please ask a librarian for help.

High School Music Boosters
Looking for Sponsors

The South Plainfield High School Music Boosters recently acquired a 1990
box truck to be used to transport instruments and equipment for the marching

band and color guard. The truck, which is driven by the parents of these stu-

dents, travels th!‘OUghOllt the tri-state
area attending various competitions
and football games.

The music boosters are asking lo-
cal businesses to help support these
hard working students by either a
donation or by sponsorship. All
bus;,ncsses that sponsor this organi-

lettered on the truck, as well as placed in the music booster program that is sold
at varjous music functions throughout the year. This means free adverusmg,
just for helping out these fine students.

Trems needed to get the truck off and running are: lumber, six quartz Tights,
a generator (enough to run six 500 watt quartz lights), wire, brackets, hinges,
assorted hardware, ratchet straps, communication devices (walkie talkies), and
lettering for the vehicle, just to name a few things. A cash donation is also
appreciated, since there are too many items needed beyond what is mentioned.
If your business is interested in helping out the music boosters, please contact
Gregory Kuhn at (908) 754-8294 for more information.
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It only comes
twice a year...

The South Plainfield Observer
Labor Day issue will be mailed to /
every home in South Plainfield. ' é
Don'’t miss this opportunity!
RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW : x

908-668-0010
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Tiger Day Camers race with marshmallows.

Tiger Day Campers Enjoy
A Day of “Camping In”

Campers at Tiger Day Camp had a
pretend “campout” inside the cafete-
ria at the Middle School last week.

Camping out inside held many chal-
lenges. The cafeteria was transformed
into an artificial campsite. Campers ex-
perienced fishing using wooden poles
with 2 magnet and tried to catch pa-
per fish with paper clips out of a box.
They hunted by throwing balls at plas-
tic bottles and objects with cutout pic-
tures of animals. A pretend archery
area was set up with a Velcro dart

board. Children were timed as they
raced back and forth holding spoons
with marshmallows. A “rest area” in-
cluded drinks for the weary campers.
Points were given for each activity and
the children were awarded small prizes
for their efforts.

After a busy day of activities, the
campers rested in sleeping bags they
had brought from home around a pre-
tend campfire made with twigs and
red and yellow pipe cleaners shaped
ike flames.

Campers try their hand at “fishing” at Tiger Day Camp.

Understand Windows at Free
Library Program Next Week

The South Plainfield Free Public
Library, located at 2484 Plainfield
-Avenue, has planned the following
computer programs for Wednesday,
Aug. 13 from 7-8:45 p.m., “Under-
stand the Window Operating System
in 75 Minutes!”

Participants will understand the

parts of the desktop, the start menu
and file structure. Lecture/Demonstra-
tion/Hands-on. Mouse/Keyboard ex-
perience is required.

The programs is FREE, space is
limited and reservations are required.
For more information, call the library’s
Reference Desk at 908-754-7885.

ScHoOL BOARD Briefs

* The Board of Education renewed
the custodial/maintenance service
contract with Sodexho Management,
Inc. for the sum of $2,014,653.19.

* The Board of Education ap-
proved an agreement between
Middlesex County and the South
Plainfield Board of Education per-
taining to the Middle School after-
school program, whereby the County
of Middlesex will provide the BOD
with $32,205 in start up funds for
the program.

* The firm of Hodulik & Morrison,
PA. was appointed as School Board
auditors for the 2003/2004 school
year at a fee of $25,000 for regular
funds including Special and Federal
projects and the school lunch audit,
as well as building/construction mat-
ters as part of a single audit format.

= A change of title for Mario C.
Barbiere, Ed.D. from Assistant Su-
perintendent for Operations and Per-
sonnel to Assistant Superintendent
for Instruction and Operations was
approved. g

* The Board approved the South
Plainfield Curriculum Review Cycle
for 2003-2008.

* The Board approved the High
School Football Team Trip to Camp
Chen-A-Wanda. ’

*‘The Board of Education ap-

- proved the first reading for the fol-

lowing: Policy No. 2224-Nondis-
crimination/Affirmative; Policy No.
5131.9-Bullying, Harassment or In-
timidation; Policy No. 5145.4-Sexual
Harassment/Equal Education Op-
portunity; Policy No. 4111.1-Rights
of Handicapped Persons/Employees
and Policy No. 5145.7-Rights of
Handicapped Persons/Students.

* The Board accepted the resigna-
tion of Loren Maclver as assistant
business administrator, effective Sept.
8, 2003; Rita Marcocci as High
School English Teacher, effective
Sept. 30, 2003 and Rebecca Lerner

as Middle School Music Teacher, ef-
fective July 1, 2003.

*.The Board approved the ap-
pointment of Donna Kregler as
Middle School Music teacher, effec-
tive Sept. 1, 2003 (replacement for
Rebecca Lerner who resigned).

* The Board appointed Arleen
Suszko as High School Special Edu-
cation teacher (additional position
created at June Board Meeting); Su-
san Fenning as Middle School
Reading teacher (additional posi-
tion created at June Board Meet-
ing); Mary Clyde as Grant School
Music teacher (replacement for
John Zazzali who resigned); Linda
Rodino as Grant School Fifth
Grade Elementary teacher (replace-
ment for Dana Bertrand whose ap-
pointment was rescinded); Lauren
Lopez as Roosevelt School Special
Education teacher, (replacement for
Cathy Gilsky who resigned) and
Rachel Klausner Gomez as Middle
School Spanish teacher (replace-
ment for Monica Velazquez who
declined the position).

* The following voluntary
teacher/itinerant/registered nurse
transfers were approved: Laura
Doughty, from High School Me-
dia Specialist to High School So-
cial Studies Teacher (replacement
for Robert Mussari who resigned);
Angela Raimondo, from Riley
School Special Education Teacher
to Riley School Elementary
Teacher; Lydia Svoboda, from
Riley School Transitional First
Grade teacher to Riley School El-
ementary teacher; Kathleen Renz,
from Kennedy School Special Edu-
cation Teacher to Roosevelt School
Special Education Teacher; Cath-
erine Bonanno, from Riley School
Elementary teacher to-Grant School
Fifth Grade Elementary teacher and
Ann Marie McManus, from Grant
School Itinerant/Registered Nurse

to Roosevelt/Administration Itiner-
ant/Registered Nurse.

* The position of High School As-
sistant Field Hockey Coach, effective
for the 2003 Fall coaching season was
approved.

* The Board approved the ap-
pointments/reappointments of the
following assistant coaches, effective
for the 2003-04 school year, condi-
tional upon sufficient enrollment to
have the program:

Fall Season in the high school foot-
ball program William Hamilton-first
asst., Robert Jones, Willard Schulte,
Joseph Cirigliano, Brian Bilal, Scott
Horowitz and Charlie Garcia and
Gene Bataille and Tom Rizk-volun-
teers. In boys soccer Cameron Green
and Tim Serbe; girls soccer Dana
Curcio and Megan Mosher. In field -
hockey Tammy Zurka and Joanne
Haus; gymnastice Anthony Guida;
cheerleading Amy Curcio and Jenni-
fer Orzepowski.

Fall season in the middle school
football, Nick Scalzo.

Winter season in high school: boys
basketball Robert Jones; girls basket-
ball John Greco and Taryn Decker;
winter track Chris Fish; wrestling
William Hamilton and Shane Kagan;
cheerleading Amy Curcio and Jenni-
fer Orzepowski.

Winter season in the middle
school: girls basketball Dana Curcio
and wrestling Nick Scalzo.

¢ Cheryl Papa has been appointed
as Grant School Secretary to the Prin-
cipal (Replacement for Ann Schenck *
who retired). N

* The Board of Education voted
to abolish the position of “Adult
School Secretary and created the po-
sition of Grant School Secretary to the
Assistant Principal. They also ap-
proved the secretary transfer of Diane
Ranger from Adult School Secretary,
at her current salary subject to nego-
tiations.

AARP Salutes Assemblyman Diegnan for
Protecting Vital Senior Programs

The AARP thanks Assemblyman
Patrick Diegnan for voting to support
full funding for PAAD and Senior.
Gold; critical state prescription drug
assistance programs for modest-in-

. come seniors and people with disabili-

ties.

With the challenging budget situ-
ation, seniors across the state rallied
and volunteers and staff at- AARP
New Jersey made an all-out effort to
preserve full funding for these pro-

grams, beginning as early as January.

AARP and the Governor’s Office co-
sponsored a Senior Seminar on pre-
scription drugs that brought over
1,700 seniors to Trenton on January
13, and since then, AARP volunteers
conducted lobbying visits to the
statehouse, made numerous calls,
wrote letters to the editor of their
local newspapers and wrote many let-
ters to their legislators. AARP also
asked each legislator to sign a Pre-
scription Drug Pledge that they
would not support a budget unless it
provided full-funding for these vital

programs. Through the z{dvocacy of .

seniors around the state, over half of
the members of the State Legislature
signed the pledge.

“We want to thank the legislators
who have followed through on their
promises to protect these vital pro-
grams and our most vulnerable resi-
dents who rely on them,” said Mar-
ilyn Askin, AARP NJ state president.

“‘AARP appreciates Assemblyman
Diegnan’s support of measures that
will prevent people who used PAAD
and Senior Gold from experiencing
cuts in benefits, losses of eligibility; or
increases in their out-of-pocket ex-
penses. Access to prescription drugs
has proven to shorten expensive hos-
pital stays and help people live longer,
bealthier, more independent lives.

New Jerseyans Can Now Call
Senator Lautenberg for Free!

Senator Frank R. Lautenberg was
the first U.S. Senator in the history of
New Jersey to provide a toll free num-

ber for constituents to contact his state -

offices in Newark and coming soon
in Camden.

“This toll freec number will allow
everyone in New Jersey to contact
me,” said Lautenberg. “We in con-
gress should be as accessible as pos-
sible to our constituents because after

all they are the ones who hire us.”

Lautenberg’s toll free number is 1-
888-398-1642.

The current address for the Wash-
ington, D.C. and New Jersey offices
of Senator Lautenberg are: 324 Sen-
ate Hart Office Building, Washington,
DC 20510, phone (202) 224-3224,
fax (202) 445-4054 and One Gate-
way Center, 23 floor, Newark, New
Jersey 07102. Fax: (973) 639-8723.

Need Computer Help? Clogged Drain? Want to Buy or Sell a House?
Need a Landscaper? A Contractor? A Painter? Need a Massage?

A Mortgage? Your Driveway Sealed? Looking to Rent A Hall?
 Driveway Need a Facelit? Call KLEEN SEAL for a free estimate. See their ad on p. 11

Find it all here in the

Observer Business &

Professional Listings
on page 10 and 11.
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Youth Learn Safety Skills in Annual Program

Photos/story by Jane Domick

The South Plainfield Recreation
Department’s Safetytown program
graduated 64 safer youngsters during
July. They held two sessions that ran
for two weeks each.

Under the direction of Kiley Jack-
son, high school students helped guide
the youngsters in learning about fire,
water and bike safety as well as dealing
with strangers and crossing streets.

During graduation ceremonies the
youth sang songs they learned about
safety and showed off their newly ac-
quired walking and riding skills
through a pretend town. South Plain-
field Police Officer Allen LaMonda and
the crime fighting dog “Mc Gruft”
were on hand to persopally congratu-
late each child after recexvmg their di-
ploma.

Graduates from session one are
Stephanie Boettger, Sarah Bosse,
Wesley Bowe, Jenna Calderone, Lind-
say Celetano, Kayla Fisher, Robert
Gwiazda, Daniel Hedden, Kevin Jones,
Kirista Kaczka, Jack & Alex Kelly;
Christopher Kuberiet, Christopher
Marrero, Naomi Nieves, Daniel
Pacheco, Ricky Pellegrino, Scott
Pietschker, Nicholas Polizzano,
Caroline Ratti, Brenden Russell, Kyle
Russell, Nicholas Scalera, Connor
Skelly, Emily Sukenik, Jack Townley,
Anthony Vacca, Sarah Walsh, Mat-
thew Waters, Laura Weinberger, Lea
Wietrzykowski, Christan Wizda, Kyle
Wong and Reece Young.

Second session graduates are
Alexes Aquilina, Cristofer Baratta,

Nicholas Battista, Miranda Bourbeau,
Rachel Cannalonga, Sarah Cargill,
Alexander Catalina, Annika
Ciccariello, Brittany Dellasala, Jessica
Dillon, Jack Falato, John Joseph
Fallet, Dianne Ferraro, Frank Ferraro,
Alexa Gentile, Nicholas Grasso, Eddie

Kobilis, Michael Lampasona, Elissa
MacKenzie, Matthew Maher, Timmy
Nuber, Sarah Ann Ochler, Melissa
Pokorny, Kenneth Quin, Samantha
Ratti, James Schulkes, Samantha
- Schulkes, Cody Soper, Kevin Soper
and Zavier Wilson.

Time’s Runnmg Out! Enter ObsermPoster Contest'
Entries are coming in for the Sportworld and other pnm tobe
South Plainfield Observer’s second an- 2 ; announced. Winner will also be fea-
nual Poster Contest for this year’s To enter, create a in any ‘:,-”t:un:dtmt:hcf:’rcmcpage:y:zfthe()l:L
Labor Day Parade. media, no larger and 22" x 17", and
Entries must interpret this year’s  bring it to the Qbserver gﬁice by So gexf the family togcthcr aad
theme, “To Honor Those Who  Friday, August 29. makc the contest a family affair.
Proudly Serve Our Country.” It can Evcryomwhncnrcrsw:llreomvc ~ Ifyoubave any questions, call the
be a family or an individual project. a prize. 'I‘hcgrandprmwmwﬂl South Plainfield Observer at 908-668-
; 'Ehcxdeaxsto get everyone involved T gtjeaat ‘ 0010. ' .

Lowest Prices
Highest Quality

iifruit * Fish ° Dairy
Vegetables * Salad Bar
Sushi * Baked Goods
Frozen Foods *Cut Flowers
Gourmet Groceries * Deli

 Large Assortment |

Fresh!

l'

- 908-769-4144
OPEN

|
M-S8-8 |
Sun 8-7 I

1620 Park Avenuie @ormery Ame) South Plainfield

r—--—---__1

FREE-

|Extra Large Eggs or |
lslhs haking potatoes | I

Minimum
purchase |

53011

Purchases Over $30
PRODUCE ONLY

Sports

Tiger Sharks Update =85

Continuing a pattern set early this
summer, the Tiger Sharks swim team
won one meet and lost another, facing
off against Roycefield Rapids of
Hillborough on July 12 and Rivercrest

‘o'f Piscataway on July 16.

The Tiger Sharks, representing the
South Plainfield Recreation Commu-
nity Pool, swim competitive meets
throughout the summer against other
area teams with the same ranking in
Central Jersey. This year the Sharks
advanced to “A” league, which includes
the best swimmers in the area.

Swimmers who gained points for the
Tiger Sharks in the Hillsborough meet,
which SP lost with a score of 162-114,
included Matt Santos with a first place
win in the 10 and under, 100m, indi-
vidual medley race; Caleb Tou in third
place, 11-12 year olds, 100m and
CalvinJohn Smiley; third place, 13-18,
200m.

Girls freestyle saw three 10 and un-
der girls take the top three places with
Maggie Valentino, first place, 100m;
Sarah Konops, second and Chelsea
Cullen, third. In the 11-12, 100m,
Emily Piekarski took third and for the
older girls, Nina Byard took first place
in the 200m, 13-18 division.

For boys freestyle, Patrick Boyle
placed second in the eight and under,
25m; Mike Grzenda, third in the 9-10,
50m; Philip Luzny, first place, 13-14,
100m and CalvinJohn Smiley; first, 15-
18, 100m.

Backstrokers in the eight and under
category also took all three top spots,
with Kate McLaughlin, first place;
Rachel Krause, second and Grace
Pickarski, third in the 25m race.

Maggie Valentino placed first for the
9-10, 50m and Katie O’Brien took sec-
ond, while in the 11-12 50m, Amanda
Ray placed second; and for the 15-18
girls, Nina Byard took first place in the
100m.

The eight and under girls continued
to have a great day with all three top
places in breaststroke taken by the Ti-
ger Sharks, with Grace Piekarski in first;
Rachel Krause, second and Kate
McLaughlin, third; in the 25m. The 9-
10 division did the same with Katie
O’Brien taking first place; Sarah
Konops, second and Chelsea Cullen,
third in the 50m race. Emily Pickarski
nabbed third place for the 11-12, 50m;
Leah Konops took second in the 13-
14, 100m and Kristen Dabrio took
third in the 15-18, 100m.

For the butterfly swimmers, Patrick
Boyle took third place in the eight and
under, 25m; Mike Grzenda placed sec-
ond in the 9-10,50m and Mike Boyle
took third in the 11-12, 50m. Philip
Luzny claimed first place, with Matt
Moates in second, in the 13-14, 100m
event, while Adam Timberlake took
third in the 15-18, 100m.

In the girls freestyle relay, teammates
Gracie Piekarski, Kate McLaughlin,
Rachel Krause and Jenna Cianfrocca
won for the eight and under, 100m; for

the 9-12, 200m, teammates Emily:

Piekarski, Chelsea Cullen, Sarah
Konops and Amanda Ray took first
place.

At the Rivercrest meet, the Tiger
Sharks racked up 178 points to win
over the 92 scored by the Piscataway
team. Dylan McDermott placed first
in the 10 and under, individual med-
ley, 100m race; Caleb Tou took second
place in the 11-12, 100m, with Michael
Boyle in third. CalvinJohn Smiley took
third in the 13-18, 200m race.

For freestyle gitl swimmers, Maggie
Valentino took first place in the 10 and
under, 100m and Chelsea Cullen took
second; Emily Piekarsld placed first in
the 11-12, 100m and Nina Byard

placed first in the 13-18, 200m.

Boys freestyle point scorers were
Liam McDermott, second place, and
Patrick Boyle, third, in the 8 and un-
der, 25m; Michael Grzenda, first, and
Ryan Lind, second, in the 9-10, 50m
and Caleb Tou, second, and Brian
Babinetz, third, in the 11-12, 50m. For
the 13-14 boys, Philip Luzny took sec-
ond in the 100m race and in the 15-
18, 100m, CalvinJohn Smiley placed
second.

The eight and under girls again
scored well at this meet in backstroke
with the top three places going to Ti-
ger Shark swimmers in the 25m with
Rachel Krause in first place, Grace
Piekarski, second, and Kate McLaugh-
lin, third and the same three girls tak-
ing the top spots in breaststroke with
Kate in first place, Grace in second and
Rachel in third.

In breaststroke, Kate O’Bnen took
first place in the 9-10, 50m and Chelsea
Cullen placed second; Theresa Gustaf-
son placed second in the 11-12, 50m
and Michelle Gustafson took third.
Leah Konops nabbed first place points
for the 13-14, 100m with Allison Harty
in third and Kristin Dabrio took sec-
ond in the 15-18, 100m.

Other backstroke winners were:
Maggie Valentino, first place, and Kate
O’Brien, second, in the 9-10, 50m;
Emily Pickarski, second, and Amanda
Ray, third, in the 11-12, 50m race;
Leah Konops, first and Abigail Pet-
ritsch, second, in the 13-14, 100m and
for the 15-18 girls, Nina Byard, first,
and Jessica Manning third in the 100m.

Boys butterfly point scorers were
Patrick Boyle, second place, and Aidan
McDermott, third, in the eight and un-
der, 25m; Dylan McDermott, first place
and Michael Grzenda, second, in the 9-
10, 50m. All three top places were
nabbed by the 11-12 boys in the 50m
with Michael Boyle in first place, Steven
Grzenda, second and Brian Babinetz,
third. Philip Luzny took first place in
the 13-14, 100m, with Matt Moates
in third place and Chris Reed second
place in the 15-18, 100m.

All three freestyle relays were won
by Tiger Shark relay teams, including
eight and under teammates Grace Pie-
karski, Kate McLaughlin, Rachel

‘Krause and Jena Cianfrocca in the

100m; 9-12 age group teammates
Maggie Valentino, Emily Piekarski,
Amanda Ray and Sarah Konops in the
200m and 13-18 teammates Kristen
Dabrio, Joanna Luzny, Nina Byard and
Leah Konops in their 200m event.

For the medley relay, boys teammates
Sean Cullen, Liam McDermott, Aidan
McDermottand Patrick Boyle won the
eight and under, 100m and 9-12 team-
mates Ryan Lind, Caleb Tou, Dylan
McDermott and Michael Boyle won
the 200m event.

Tiger Shark coaches are Laurie Post,
head coach, assisted by Robin Cone,
Jen Otlowski and Shannon Dabtio.

- —Submitted by Donna Egon

_‘Registeif Now
For Fall Ball!

Registration for Fall 2003 baseball
season at the South Plainfield Junior
Baseball Club Compelx is underway!

Applications will be taken by any
board member or at the snack stand
throughout August.

For more information, email
fallbaseball2003@yahoo.com, or con-
tact the S.2J.B.C at PO. Box 166,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080, or call
(908) 754-2090.
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Eight Year-Old National All Star Team-Top (I to r) Coaches Claude Payne,

Jack Maniaci and Gary George (not pictured Coach Brett Giakas). Center (I
to r) Austin Miceli, Brett Maniaci, Liam McDermott, Claude Payne, Steven
Vincent, Timothy O’Leary, Chris Giakas and Erik Elsman. Bottom (I to r)
Zack George, Matt Ward, Alex Dornick, Joshua Coup and Joe Jakubik.

By Kevin Lykes

junior basebaliclubnotes=S2f-

* Final Tournament Team Results—Congratulations go out to all of the
South Plainfield traveling tournament teams. Some were more successful than
others but all offered the participants a baseball experience that they will learn
from and remember for some time to come.

Here are the final results for each of our teams:

* 8 Year Old American-First place in Carteret, Good Sportsmanship Award
in Bridgewater, 10-9-1 overall.

* 8 Year Old National-This team did not enjoy a lot of success on the field
in terms of wins, however the experience the players received will be invaluable
to them in furture years.

* 9 Year Olds-Won Cal Ripken District 9 championship and advanced to
state Tournament; first place in Colonia, second place in South Plainfield 15-8
overall.

* 10 Year Olds-Won Cal Ripken District 9 championship and advanced to
state tournament were they finished fourth, first place in Piscataway; first place
in South Plainfield, 23-5 overall.

* 11 Year Olds-First place in Milltown, first place in Cranford, first place in
S. Plfd, 20-7 overall. : A

* 12 Year Old American-First place in'S. Plfd., second place in Cal Ripken
district 9 tournament, third place in Linden, third place in Elmora (Elizabeth),
17-6 overall.

* 12 Year Old National-Second place in Elmora, 9-14 overall. A combined
12-11 year old team also finished fourth in Iselin. SR

*13 Year Olds-Second place in Babe RuthDistrict 9, and due to the $i7e of
the District 9 group also represented South Plainfield at the State Tournament.

* 14/15 Year Olds—Coached by three college freshman who are recent SPJBC
players gaining their first coaching experience, this team enjoyed a 8-7 overall
record in three different tournaments and represented South Plainfield well.

Congratulations to all our traveling teams. To those of you who brought

home trophies it was a job well done. For those of you who did not I hope you
enjoyed the experience of participating in competitive games, learned valuable
baseball lessons, and held your heads high for being selected to wear the South
Plainfield uniform and represent our club in numerous other towns.

Just a reminder! The club picnic is set for Saturday Sept. 6 at 12 noon, mark
your calendars. Food, refreshments and awards will be on hand.
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Gitls’ Cross Couﬂtry Preview

By Tim Morgan

Individual efforts contro] the col-
lective result. This applies to any sport
but not to the extent that it does to
cross country and track. With the ex-
ceptions of wrestling and bowling, all
other sports are collectively dependent
more than they are individually depen-
dent, and a certain solidarity needs to
be achieved amongst team members.

Head Coach Bill Milone about when
I interviewed him, and, truth be told,
it doesn’t have a whole lot to do with
the rest of this article, but it is an im-
portant thing to mention.

So why would I talk about a rela-
tively impertinent thing in the open-
ing paragraph of an article about the
South Plainfield High School Girls’
Cross Country team, defying an im-
portant rule of writing? Have I lost it
o just decided to abuse the liberty I
have in writing this column? Read on
to find out.

The SPHS Girls’ Cross Country
team history could be called inversely
proportional to the boys’ team. Right
now, you’re probably wondering what
the hell Pm talking about, so I'll expli-
cate. The Lady Tigers have had a string
of losing seasons since 1999. They are
in the same rut as the boys were in

fore 1998, they were one of the teams

building. Before 1998, the boys were
rebuilding, and now they are one.of
the top teams in the GMC.

Last year, the girls went 2-5, and it
was a scason that was similar to, but
not exactly the same as, the 2000 and
2001 seasons, which were 1-7 and 2-
6. The difference was that junior
Kathleen Morgan placed 15% in the
GMC Championship race as a sopho-
more last year, improving on her im-
pressive 24% place finish in her fresh-
man year. Coach Milone said that

Hey Mom, | Miss
My Observer!”

Don’t leave
your kids
out of the loop!

STUDENT NAME

- Keep your kids

away at college.

Your #1 Source for South Plainfield News

Please send a student subscription of the Observer to:

close to home
while they’re

Even though your kids
are away, they’ll still
know what’s going on
at home when you
send them a student
subscription to
the Observer.

36 issues for $18
September 5
. through May 7

908-668-0010

COLLEGE

ADDRESS

YOUR NAME

TELEPHONE NUMBER

Send a check or money order for $18 for 36 issues (September 5-May 14) to:
South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

This is one of the things I talked to

during their 1993-1997 seasons. Be- .

to beat in the GMC; now they are re-

Kathleen is progressing as he expected
and should continue to do so. He calls
her “a very hard worker (who is) de-
termined to beat Monika (Lehman’s)
record.” Lehman holds the school
record of 19:00 for the 5K (3.1 mile)
race; Kathleen’s best time thus far is
20:53. :

The Lady Tigers currently have 10
runners on their roster for the upcom-
ing season, which is up a little from
last year. They have more depth this
year, times are expected to improve,
and dedication has reached a healthier
level. Three of the girls have run or
will run track as well. Signs point to a
better season, pethaps the best one in
years. Milone calls the girls “viva-
cious.”

Besides Morgan, the team consists
of seniors Almasa Amini, Jackie
Arango and Suzy Smela; juniors Katie
Crilley, Alicia Miranda, Jessica
Musolino and Kelly Whitney; and
sophomores Mallory Cooper and
Lindsay Loiacono.

Morgan and Arango are the team
captains.

Milones main goal for the team is
to break .500. “T'm looking forward
to a winning seasorn,” he said. He
would also like to see Kathleen ad-
vance to the State Group. meet from
the State Sectionals, place in the top
five to top ten in the GMC meet, and
for her to break 20:00 this year.

Milone calls the competition the

_ girls will face this year “strong.” How-

ever, he also thinks that the girls will
be more competitive than they have
been for the past few years and that
they have a real chance at pretty much
every meet. JEK will almost cettainly
dominate the White Division again,

and Bishop Ahr will be a well stacked

team as usual (but has also moved to
the Blue Division, so the girls may not
even face them this time around), but
otherwise it will be a tight race in the
White Division this year.

Getting back to the issue Taddressed
in the second paragraph, I employed
the-tactic I did to make a segway to
some of Milone’s coaching philoso-
phies. Milone, who is entering his 36
year coaching, recognizes that you
have to keep the sport fun to keep in-
terest alive. Running can get boring if

AIDA SANTOS
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
BRANCH MANAGER

Valley National Bank

Durham Ave. & Hamilton Blvd
South Plainfield, NJ 070801

(908) 757-5868
Fax (908) 757-0494

you don’t
variegate
what you
do and re-
member to
enjoy your-
self. When
you have to
be independently dependent, it be-
comes difficult and more challenging
to &ay motivated sometimes. He
knows that in order to keep focus on
the sport, sometimes you have to take
focus off of it for a little bit while not
forgetting to concentrate on your
training when it is necessary and im-
portant. There is also the need to find
variety in workouts during practices.

Milone is willing to acknowledge
that events outside the sport influence
it. That is another reason for having
to make it fun — the more you enjoy
it, the more you'll want to stick with
it. The age old lesson that winning
isn’t everything is a little trite for me.
Pm not going to sugarcoat the truth
—if you're in a sport, you play to win
(at least by the time you get to high
school). However, the reason that
expression originated is because win-
ning should not be paramount to why
you’re doing the sport in the first
place. Milone believes that winning
is important but also that the satis-
faction and sense of accomplishment
running provides should be prepon-
derant.

Some of Milone’s goals are intan-
gible ones—to have a team that learns

Tim Morgan, Jr

" from the sport and to have girls that
" mature and become dedicated from
" participating in the sport despite

whatever outside ‘events happen to
them.

~ Milone believes in importance in
numbers. The fact is that to have
depth, there needs to be a fair amount
of kids on the team. He believes that
the wins will come more easily as the
team membership rises, because that
depth will be built. The team is pro-
gressing, because participation is in-

creasing little by little. The Lady Ti-

gers will very likely soon return to
their winning ways.

Garden State Fall
Baseball League

The Garden State Baseball Fall
League is open for registrations for
2003 Fall League. Teams interested in
playing in a competitive wood bat
league with nationally advertised tour-
naments are wanted. Freshman, JV,
Varsity and College Unlimited will
play Sundays and some Saturdays
starting after Labor Day weekend,
Sept. 6 and 7. Information about the
league can be found at www.garden
statebaseball.com or at 888-765-0529.
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Tiger Basketball Still Looking Up

Despite the losses of Mike Allocco
and Phil Veinott to graduation, the

outlook for the South Plainfield Tigers

Basketball Team is still very good. They
will still have some issues with size
underneath and their bench, but over-
all the team is certainly on the right
track to be one of the top teams again
in the GMC in 2004.

Jersey Stallions AAU
Basketball Wrap Up

The Jersey Stallions AAU Basketball
Team wrapped up its second year with
a 15-4 record, which was a much bet-
ter win Joss record than last year’s 14-
11 campaign. They aiso played another
season of close to 20 games despite
having fewer playets on the roster this
Season.

After losing its first game to the
Bridgewater Buccs, the Stallions ran off
11 consecutive victories, before losing
to the Jersey Jammers of Somerset. The
AAU squad, which was able to hold
together despite player commitments
to other sports and AAU teams, then
finished the season by winning four of
its last six including a 2-1 record down
at the Battle of the Boardwalk Tour-
nament in Wildwood.

Tigers Compete Again At
Kean Team Week
After successfully winning the White
Division Championship over Marist in
_last year’s Kean Team Camp, South
Plainfield moved up into the tougher
Blue Division. The division consisted
of such teams as Scotch Plains, which
now has one of the top sophomores in
the country in Detrick Caracter, who
previously played at St. Patrick’s. Other
teams in the Blue Division were: Hill-
side, Newark East Side, Elizabeth,

Rahway, Union, Cranford,
Bridgewater, Hillsborough and
Immaculata.

The Tigers managed to go 3-2 in
the round-robin play as they defeated
Morristown-Beard, Hillsborough, and
Immaculata while losing to Linden and
Hillside, which lost in the Champion-
ship to Scotch Plains. The gamc against
Linden was particularly heartbreaking
since the Tigers held a 39-23 advan-
tage early in the second half before Lin-
den went on a 29-10 surge to close out
the game for a 52-49 victory.

South Plainfield didn’t fare too well
in the playoffs as it lost its opening
round game to Cranford in the cighth
seed vs. ninth seed game. Cranford
won the North Jersey Section 2 Group
3 Championship, and eventually lost
in the Group 3 State Championship
Game to Franklin. For those who do
not know; Franklin had their best sea-
son in school history as they advanced
to the Tournament of Champions
Semifinals before losing to eventual
winner St. Patrick’s of Elizabeth. Cran-
ford features a young and talented team
lead by junior Terrance Grier.

SPHS Playing At Hawks

Basketball Summer SlamFest
This summer, there have been some
changes to the high school basketball
summer league scene. The J.P. Stevens
Summer League, which had been an
annual fixture for GMC teams to com-
“pete in for the past 10 years or so, is
not running this year. As a result,
GMC teams are spread out among the
HawksBasketball Summer SlamFestin
Perth Amboy, Middlesex County
College’s Summer League, the Linden
Summer League, and the Elizabeth

Summer League.

Murtagh and Hubner Win
Recreation Golf Tournament

Brian Murtagh and Riley Hubner
won the South Plainfield Recreation
Golf Tournament at the West Nine.

Brian Murtagh, a junior at South
Plainfield High School, shot a 38-37-
75 to win the junior division. Brian was
pleased with some fine iron play and
improved putting skills.

The Boys Division was taken by a
fifth grader, Riley Hubner, who shot a
40-38-78. Riley kept the ball on the
fairway, only missing four fairways all

A

day. Riley has excellent putting skills
and rarely three putts.

In the Boys Division, other fine
scores were turned in by J.R. Licato-
79, Andrew Gray- 80, Jeff Pryor- 81,
Brad Martin- 83, Vinnie Padula- 84,
Dan Pompilio- 90, Anthony Simone-
96 and Mike Pryor- 98.

This tournament was run by the
Recreation Department and showed
the skills of some of South Plainfield’s
young golfers.

Join our new

Painting Promotion Celebraﬁo C

at our Open House at
VFW Post No. 6763, 155 Front St.

on Sunday, August 10 at noon

Join us for
refreshments,

demos and FREE

Make-n-Take!

South Plainfield is competing in the
HawksBasketball Summer SlamFest in

Perth Amboy: Despite an early loss to |-

New Brunswick, and a recent 49-18
rout to Perth Amboy, the Tigers are
faring quite well with a 6-2 record
overall, which puts them in third place
as of this report. Wins include victo-
ries over Cardinal McCarrick by one,
and Piscataway. The playoffs arc sched-
uled to start next week, and early fa-
vorites include the Tigers, altough
Rahway, New Brunswick, St. Joseph’s,
Plainfield, and Cardinal McCarrick will
be tough, too.

JV Team In Action At Colonia
JV Summer League

The SPHS Varsity team is not the
only team in action this summer. The
Tiger JV squad is also competing in a
Junior Varsity Summer League at
Colonia High School. There are 12
teams competing, most of which are
from the GMC. So far, the Junior Ti-
ger Cagers are doing quite well with a
5-2 record that puts them in fourth
place behind Linden, South River, and
Metuchen.

The fourth place start is in spite of
a quite surprising defeat at the hands
of the St. John Vianney seventh and
eight grade CYO team from Colonia.
St. John’s was originally supposed to
compete in a Freshman League at
Colonia, but since only three teams
signed up, the league was canceled. So,
St. John’s decided to take their lumps
and play in the JV league. Surprisingly;
they've been quite competitive with
two wins including a 49-37 upset over
the Junior Tigers.

Greg Machos covers the South
Plainfield Tigers as well as other Great-
er Middlesex Conference Varsity Boys
Basketball for his website, GMC
Hoops at http://www.gmchoops.

COM- _Syimmitted by By Grag Machos

The Ponytail Softball Lady Knights C League are coached by James
Bishop. The team is Jayme Bishop, Alena Brady, Carey Butrico, Joelle
Butrico, Sabrina Del Piano, Jessica Gomes, Caitlyn Hogan, Sarah
McCarthy, Jaime Parello, Lauren Parello, Karly Sanko, Jessica Scarpitto
and Deanna Ranger.

Ponytail Softbhall
BRatters Box

By Sharon Miller

Ponytail Softball Association Meeting—August 26—The
South Plainfield Parents’ Association will hold their next meeting
on Thuesday, August 26 at 7:30 p.m. in the South Phinfield Middle School
library. If you are interested in becoming a member and being involved in girl’s
Ponytail softball, please join us on August 26. New members are always wel-
comed. Please note time change to 7:30 p.m.

Art Auction-October 3-On Friday, Oct. 3 the SPPA will once again be host-
ing an art auction presented by Ross Galleries. Tickets are $5 per person and
can be purchased at the door or in advance by contacting Debbie Boyle; Mark
Sutherland or myself. Attention SPPPA members, the fundraising committee is
looking for volunteers to help out during the auction. If you are able to assist in
any-way; please contact Debbie Boyle or Mark Sutherland.

Sponsorship Program—Last year we revised our sponsorship program. Spon-
sors can have an advertising sign placed on the outfield fences of the fields at
the Ponytail Park Complex. The sign will be four by cight feet in size. Sponsors
can design their sxgn with any information or logo they choose. The signs will
be up for our spring, summer and fall programs (now through end of Oct.).
Sponsors have the choice of a one-year agreement at a cost of $300 or a two-
year agreement at a cost of $400 (cither choice includes cost of sign with two
colors). Additional colors may be added at a cost of $20 per color. After the
initial agreement period is up, the annual renewal fee will be §175. If inter-
ested, please contact any member of the S.P. Parents’ Ponytail Association or
contact me via our website SPPONYTAIL.com.
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Joe Falcone, 77

Joe Falcone died on Monday, July
28, at his home in Cape May.

He was born in Newark, where he
grew up. He moved to South
Plainfield for over 34 years, before
moving to Cape May eight years ago.

Joe had been a truck driver with
the former Consolidated Freightways

Joe Falcone

Trucking Company of Port Newark,
where he worked for 17 years before
he retired 34 years ago. He was a
member of the Teamsters Local #478
of Newark.

He was a Navy Veteran of WWII,
and was a member of the Plainfield
Area Chapter of UNICO.

Joc enjoyed his family and had a
special talent of helping his friends and
neighbors in any way he could.

He was predeceased by his sisters
Margaret Falcone and Josephine Gra-
vante.

Surviving are his wife of 58 years,
Rose M. Falcone; four daughters and
sons-in-law, Jennie Joyce and Dewitt
Giles of Edison, Margaret and John
Celentano of South Plainfield, Patricia
and David Donatelli of Hillsborough,
and Laura and Robert Doherty of
Toms River; four sons and daugh-
‘ter-in-law, Joseph A. Falcone of West
Long Branch; Angelo and Dolores
Falcone of Toms River, Gerard
Falcone and his fiancee, Lynda
Perzyna of Berkeley Township and
Anthony Falcone of Manalapan
Township; his sister, Angelina Casale
of Belleville; his brother, Richard
Falcone of East Hanover; and by his
15 grandchildren and one great
granddaughter.

Funeral services were held at
McCiriskin Home For Funerals.

Chenyl Pornovets
(nee Downes), 37

Cheryl Pornovets (nee Downes)
died Saturday, August 2 at Muhlen-
berg Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield.

Call Us &
Plan Ahead

Hillside Cemetery

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

non-profit, non-sectarian
wwww.hillsidecemetery.com

Born in Jersey City, Cheryl grew up
in Nutley and had resided in Mont-
clair, Bayonne and Roselle Park be-
fore moving to South Plainfield ten
years ago. She was currently serving
as the president to the Central Jersey
Christian Home Schoolers Associa-
tion, Inc., as well as president to the
Women’s Bible Study, Inc.

Cheryl was an avid racquetball and
volleyball player at The Club at Rico-
chet in South Plainfield and also
played softball in the Scotch Plains
Women’s Rec. League.

She was a home school mother of
two of her children, Christopher and
Thomas. In 1996, Cheryl graduated
Magna Cum Laude from Kean Uni-
versity where she earned a B.S. de-
gree in psychology. She was a devoted
wife and mother and will be sadly
missed by all who knew her.

Surviving are her beloved husband,
John of 10 years; her parents, Ruth
and Rev. George Downes, III of
Belleville; her three boys, Christopher,
Thomas and A.J.; and one brother,
George Downes, IV of Belleville.

Funeral services were held in Mc-
Criskin Home For Funerals.

Donations may be made in Cher-
yl’s memory to the Central Jersey
Home Schoolers Association, Inc.,
109 Cambridge Rd., Westficld, NJ
07090, attention: Lucy Church.

Alicia Espinosa, 80

Alicia Espinosa died on Friday, Au-
gust 1 at Haven Hospice in JFK
Medical Center, Edison.

Born in Puerto Rico, she came to
the United States in 1950. She resided
in Manhattan for many years before
moving to South Plainfield in 1985.

Her husband Virgilio died in 1983.

Surviving are two sons and daugh-
ters-in-law, Virgilio “Bill” and Shar-
on Espinosa of South Plainfield and
Henry and Margaret Espinosa of New
York; two sisters, Luisa and Alana and
a brother, Chello Schutz of Puerto
Rico. Also surviving are two grand-
children and one great grandchild.

Funeral services were held in
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Louis Nicholas Ettere,
I, 79

Louis Nicholas Ettere, Jr., died on
Monday, July 28 in Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center.

Born in Bronx, NY, he has resided
in South Plainfield for the past 60
years.

Louis was employed by Ford Mo-
tor Company in Edison before retir-
ing in 1982.

He enjoyed carpentry, gardening
and mechanics. He was a member of
The Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses of Middlesex.

Pleate patronize sun
aduertisens — fell them
you daw- their ad
in the Observen!

(908) 561-8000

2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

HOME FOR FUNERALS

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.
NJ License No.3147

Louis was the beloved husband of
Mary Patricia (Timpanaro) Ettere
who just celebrated their 53" anni-
versary in June. Surviving are two
sons, Mark and John and three daugh-
ters, Marylou, Lucille and Michele.
Also surviving are 12 grandchildren,
three great grandchildren, one
brother, Bernard and three sisters,
Tessie, Millie and Mary.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Jack 6. Mazellan

Jack G. Mazellan passed away on
July 30 in Pennsylvania, his birth state
and one he always had professed a
fondness for.

Jack was borm on December 21,
1923 in Shamokin, Pa. Jack was the
eldest of four children.

He served in the United States Air
Force and was a disabled American
Veteran.

Jack was a communicant of Sacred
Heart Church in So. Plainfield. He
proudly served as an usher at Mass
for many years. He had also been a
member of the Nocturnal Adoration
Society as well as a member of the
Knights of Columbus.

He worked for Union Carbide
Corp. for 35 years. Jack was a ma-
chinist and over his many years of em-
ployment, received special recognition
highlighting his craftsmanship and at-
tention to detail. Though proud of his
accomplishments, it was never his na-
ture to seek attention.

He maintained a strong sense of
work ethic at home. He lived by the
motto of doing a good job right the
first time. Jack had an eye for details
and always admired a job well done.
He was known for his legendary early
arrivals, no matter what the event was.

He would often quip that if he was
not at a destination early, then he
would not be there.

Jack always enjoyed taking care of
his home and landscaping his prop-
erty. In his free time, he loved work-
ing on his 1964 Valiant, which he me-
ticulously maintained over the years.

He is predeceased by his beloved
wife, Patricia Mazellan; a grandson,
Chris Bartsch; and a sister, Carolyn
Mazellan.

He is survived by three daughters;
Diane Medici and Kathleen Bartsch,
both of Shoholas, Pa. arid Barbara
Whale of Raritan Twp.; six sons, John
of Branchburg, Michael of Middlesex,
Ronald of Marion, Ind., Donald,
Robert and Brian, all of South
Plainfield. ‘Also surviving are 18
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held in Mc-
Criskin Home For Funerals.

The family has requested that do-
nations in his memory be made to the
Salesian Missions, 2 Lefevere Lane,
P.O. Box 30, New Rochelle, NY
10802.

Bertha Wallis Rogers, 81

Bertha Wallis Rogers died on Wed-
nesday, July 30, in Genesis Care Cen-
ter, The Woodlands, in Plainfield.

Born in Newark, she had also lived
in Irvington and Maplewood. She has
resided in South Plainfield since 1949.

Bertha had worked as cook for 15
years for the Wardlaw School, later
becoming the Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Plainfield. She retired in
1983.

- During the 1970%, she had been a
very active member and past president
of the Plainfield Rescue Squad

Women’s Auxiliary. After her retire- |, ..

ment, she enjoyed traveling the New

Jersey and Pennsylvania regions with
her sister.

She was predeceased by her sisters,
Lillian Bezyak and Gertrude Fuetterer.

Surviving are her husband of 60
years, Peter A. Rogers; a daughter,
Patricia A. Bradshaw; a son, Peter A.
Rogers, Jr., both of South Plainfield;
son and daughter-in-law Richard and
Rae Angela Ruggiero of Clifton, as
well as by her four grandchildren,
Cara and Samantha Ruggiero, and
Michael and James McDonough.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Patricia A. Guthrie, 68

Patricia A. Guthrie of South Plain-
field died on Saturday, July 26, at the
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Pat was born in Philadelphia and
was a former resident of North Plain-
field before moving to South
Plainfield 43 years ago.

Pat was a management consultant
and the owner of Guthrie Associates
in South Plainfield for 20 years be-
fore retiring in 1981. She then worked
for Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield as director of per-
sonnel until 1986.

Pat was a member of the American
Consultants Association and the New
Jersey Society of Personnel Directors,
where she served as president. She was
past president of the Central Jersey
Chapter of the American Society of
Personnel Managers.

She is survived by a sister, Nancy
L. Hall of South Plainfield; and two
nieces, Valerie Scalera of Piscataway
and Pamela Martinez of South Plain-
field.

Funeral arrangements were by
James W. Conroy Funeral Home.

Business &

AUTO BODY

| [AUTO REPAIR/MAINTENANCE |

SULLIVAN S AUTO BODY

BodyShop Lic. #02313A

2210 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

908-757-5100
Fax: 908-757-3105

| HALL RENTALS |

HALL RENTALS

WEDDINGS, CHRISTENINGS,
SHOWERS, PARTIES, ETC.

ITALIAN AMERICAN

PROGRESSIVE LEAGUE
2001 GARIBALDI AVENUE
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080
908-668-0865

10% OFF A FIRST TIME HALL RENTAL
DURING THE MONTHS OF JANUARY
THROUGH AFRIL 30, 2003
(MUST PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR DISCOUNT)

Call
Free Estimate:
(908) 688-1245
Spring/Fall
Clean-up

[Tk a
Let us build a
custom ad to
promote your
business.
Your business can have

this space for as little
as $15 per week.

To find out how,
call 908-668-0010. ﬁl

Mon-Fri 8-5
c &R Bill & Tom
Auto

Auto & Truck Repair = Tune Ups
0il Changes * Shocks & Suspension
Air Gonditioning ¢ Exhaust Systems

Brakes & Front End

235 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield

908 754-8313 _

Fleet Service

|  HAaLLRENTALS |

Polish National Home

Lunch Served

Monday-Friday 11-2
Hall Available for
Al Occasioris
312 New Market Rd. South Plainfield

(908) 668-9442 (Bar)
(908) 756-8410 (Hall)

MASSAGE |

[ MORTGAGES |

>- CENTRAL JERSEY
4 Holistic Health Center and Spa

o MASSAGE REFLEXOLOGY
HYPNOSIS ~ REIKI

Roxanne Cortese,cp,CHp, cut
2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 561-1511
By Appointment Only
GIFT CERTIFICATES AND GIFT BASKHSJ

—  —————~

= |
Fast ApprovaLs...
GRear Rares... o
PERSONALIZED SERVICE. .. YN

908-822-0090

2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E
Soutn Plainiield, NJ

Se Habla Espano
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Raymond L Newman, 47

Raymond J. Newman, 47, died
suddenly on Sunday, August 3 at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in Brooklyn, NY,
Ray moved to Plainfield where he
had resided for the past 16 years.

While residing in New York, Ray
graduated from St. Francis College
in Brooklyn and was then employed
with Downstate Medical Center, also
in Brooklyn, for 15 years. He was
currently employed with LAB
CORRP in Raritan as a supervisor for
the Department of Chemsitry for the
past ten years.

Ray was an avid chess player and
sports fan. He enjoyed watching
baseball, football, hockey and golf.

Ray was considered a proud father
to his two boys, Andrew Raymond
and Matthew George, and will be
sadly missed by all who knew him.

He is predeceased by his father,
Ray, who died in 2000.

" Surviving are his beloved wife,
Ann Vardy Newman; his sons, An-
drew Raymond and Matthew

Advertising Gets Results!

Join the ranks of satisfied customers that
advertise in the Observer. Choose what’s right for
your business... Classified, Business &
Professional Services section or display ads.

B B Your i1 Source for South Plainfield News B

Professional Services

George; his mother, Joan (nee Syers)
Newman of Spring Lake Heights;
his brother, Geotge of Connecticut;
and many nieces, one nephew; and
many friends who loved him dearly.

Funeral services will be held to-
day in McCriskin Home For Funer-
als. :

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Ray’s memory to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA,
1340 Martine Ave., Scotch Plains,
NJ 07076.

Nancy J. (Hamilton)

Rautenberg

Nancy J. (Hamilton) Rautenberg
of Melrose, Mass. died on Monday,
July 21.

Nancy, a former resident of South
Plainfield, was married to Paul Rau-
tenberg. She was the daughter of
Richard and Rose Hamilton of
Wakefield, Mass. and had two sis-
ters, Mrs. Barbara Hakiogli of
Wakefield, Ma. and Mrs. Ann Mack-
enzie of Grapevine, Tx.

908-668-0010
Call for information
on advertising.

Rates -- $11 for 3 lines (min.)

HAIRDRESSER W/3+ YEARS EXP.
for new So. PIfd. salon. Expanding ser-
vices, great opportunity to build client
base. 908-755-8267 or 908-872-3577.

4

$1 ea. additional .Iiner

BUSY, FAMILY-OWNED AUTO BODY
seeks technician. Excellent pay, ben-
efits available. Fax resume 908-757-
4118 or call 908-757-1933.

HELP WANTED - RESEARCH

Research — Bilingual Field Interviewer

INTERVIEW PEOPLE FOR UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT SPONSORED STUDY

Research Triangle Institute, a research firm in North Carolina, is
seeking field interviewers to interview randomly selected house-
hold residents in the Plainfield/Middlesex/NJ09, Plainfield/New
Brunswick areas. The study will start in September, and continue
through the end of December 2004. :

Evening and Weekend hours

Average 20 to 25 hours per week with a possibility of up to 40

hours per week

Paid training (7-8 days)

Pay range, based on experience, starting at $12.50*

Dependable transportation required, mileage reimbursed at .36

No solicitation involved, although skills gained from previous

sales work is helpful

Household interviewing and/or computer experience preferred

but not necessary

Bilingual English/Spanish helpful but not reéuired

To express an interest, call toll free 1-877-419-1767 and be pre-
pared to enter the following 6 digit code: 314433

*All interviewers will be employed by Headway Corporate Staffing
Services, under subcontract to RTI. Headway Corporate Staffing Ser-
~ vices'is an égual Opportunity/Affirmative Action Emiployer.

|~ COMPUTERS |

| ~ CONTRACTORS

| DRIVEWAYS |

To advertise
call 908-668-0010

HELP WANTED

WHOLESALE BAKERY MOVING TO
South Plainfield in need of bakers, driv-
ers & clerical. Call (732) 548-2358.

MEDICAL PART TIME-PHYSICAL
therapy aide. So. PIfd. office. 3 days/wk.
Fax resume to (908) 668-8420.

F/T-P/T DRIVER. FLEX HOURS.
Retirees Welcome. Apply in person.
Blaise of Color. 2208 Hamilton Blvd.

FOR SALE

COLOR PRINTER-EPSON 600Q
hardly used. Color & B/W. $100 or B/O.
Call (908) 822-0166.

MATTRESS-FULL SZ. SET. ORTHO/
plush, new in bags. $110. (732) 259-6690.

MATTRESS SET-NEW QUEEN
double pillow top in bags, w/warranty.
$165. Can deliver. 732-259-6690
BED-KING SIZE MATTRESS SET W/
warranty. New in plastic, List $795, sell
$250. (732) 259-6690.

BED-Q CHERRY SLEIGH, HD, FB and
rails. List $650, sell $245. Can deliver.
(732) 259-6690.

BEDROOM SET-SLEIGH BED, DRES-
ser/mirror, chest, n-stand. Brand new.
Sugg. $3000. Sell $975. (732) 259-6690.

5 PC. BEDROOM SET-NEW IN BOX.
List $1299 sacrifice $565. (732) 259-6690.

AUTO FOR SALE

2000 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS.
4DR, Auto AC, PW, PDL, CD. 29,000
miles, 100,000 mile factory warranty.
$5,995 or best offer. 908-757-1933.

1998 FORD BRONCO II-AC, 4WD,
Power windows, brakes, doors. 108,000

miles. $1,800 or B/O. 908-753-2605

ENTERTAINMENT
HAVING A PARTY?
Disc Jockey-So. Plainfield area only.
Call Mike, 908-757-6690
MORTGAGES
FAST APPROVALS, GREAT RATES
personalized service, (908) 822-0090.
ROOFING

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, Resi-
dential, (908) 753-4222.

» New Computers/Upgrades
« Hardware/Software Installations
* In Home Service

Email: stcomputers@comecast.net

BUILDER &

Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ﬁ

908-754-5730

{(908) 754-5730

b GENERAL CONTRACTOR l \ tEN S, Guitarist/Teacher
e 7 Ds(;ﬁ:;lclggiwn 732-321-3699 ( Available for Weddings,

Driveway Seal Coating
Don’t just have your
driveway sealed... have it

« Some Used Computers Available ADDITIONS-KITCHENS - The Best Quality & SET\_/iCE Available KLEEN S ED! ‘ Call about
Setving South Plainfield for 2 Years BATHROOMS- 2 VR BgEieie e Ty 3 Summer/Fall
2 O R ] Site Work ¢ Pipe » Paving * All Masonry pd ppiication gl Il Lessons
Phone: 908-769-0709 Wi Resonaion S B s Provents Watr Panciraion (SN Ao 7la]
Cell: 732-423-3504 I FREE ESTIMATES I Construction & Renovations Beautifies Paved Areas usually within 2 &
Resists Gas & Oil Penetration 2. cphil50210@aol

| HEALTH & WELLNESS

| [ HoME mPROVEMENT | [

ICE CREAM |

|  GUITARIST/TEACHER |

Professional Solo

Special Occasions
Teach All Ages/Boomers Welcome
Robert Phillips &
® o0

Hua Kang Health Center

Massage, Acupressure, Reflexology
Acupuncture ¢ Chinese Herbs ¢ Facial

Improve Your
Biggest Investment!

Driveways ° Patios

r A A A A AT A A

'
: harlie’ss
[ : ICE CREAM FACTORY‘

SOUTH PI.AINFIELD
COMPLETE LAWN MAINTENANCE

Licensed Chinese massage therapists and acupuncturists provide experience

ORDER YOUR ¢

Chinese-style services using traditional Chinese medicine methods. Concrete Repairs [ D'Rmb AY ‘ « LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS
Effective in treatment of various pains, symptoms and body needs. e soge o * HYDRO SEEDING & SOD
S Appuinlments/walk-_ins welcome. Open 7 days/week, 9:30am-9pm Pavers  House F.'a"‘tmg ! e, CAI(!! !AR[Y ‘ « MULCH / STONE / TOPSOIL
Gift Certificates and Bonus Program available. Treat yourself Call For Free Estimate (| [ 5 3 * RETAINING WALLS
We accept credit cards and health insurance. at our three 008) 875-394 = Golden Acres Shopping Ctr. « BRICK PAVERS — PATIOS & WALKS
126 Plainfield Ave, Edison®732-572-5599 locations. ( ) £ ‘ 3600 Park Ave. So Plalnileld' * RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

— FREE ESTIMATES -

g08-756-7272 J

275 Rt. 18 South, East Brunswick®732-967-1300
1763 Lincoln Highway (Rt. 27) Edison *732-819-0058

: (908) 769-0016 #

A AW AT AT A A A

" [ MULCHJTOP SOILSTONE | |

PET SITTERS | 2o REAL ESTATE | [ ROOFING 3
Vi : - =
5 Professional Care when Don’t Rack @ Prudential

Yyou can’t be there--
in your home so

Your Brain....
I'll Clean Your Drain!

Rose REALTORS® |

J.T. PENYA

KLK Trucking for:

: - > your pet won’t Rose Marie Pelton
Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield Mix, be alone! n Sewer Lines, Toilet, REALIORASIOGATE R OOFING CO
Decorative & Crushed Stone ; | Sink and Tub Lines South Plainfield Resident COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
Sanding * Salting * Snowplowing WBAILEY'S BUDDIE Sibrdeidlane: RESIDENTIAL
: : : 908-753-4450 X302
Pick up or Deliv.,, Mon. thry Sat (o e e " “Toll Free 800 370-2424 908-753-4222
Fax 908-753-0136 .
908-757-4434 } Flow Froa RosePelton@attnét Rese Marle Pelton FAX 908-753-4763
265 Ryan Street www.baileysbuddies.com M Call Kevin @ P i WA
e g 2 rains rudential Rose REALTORS 124 CAMDEN AVE.
South Plainfield 732-921-8109 SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

AR

.659 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069.
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policereport

* On July 27 a Puba Rd. resident
reported that a Century 21 sign had
been placed on his lawn and a car cover
had been removed and placed on a
neighbor’s car.

* On July 28 Barbara S. Williams,
50, of Plainfield was arrested for driv-
ing on a suspended license and an
outstanding warrant at a motor vehicle
stop.

* Kathryn A. Lee, 24, of New
Brunswick was arrested for driving on
a suspended driver’s license and an
outstanding warrant ata motor vehicle
Stop.

* On July 29 Chris R. Cook, 35,
of Parlin was arrested for driving while
intoxicated.

. * ABrennan Ct. resident reported
the theft of his 2000 Jeep Cherokee
while away on vacation.

* On July 30 a Wickford Rd. resi-
dent reported the theft of a bike from
a friend’s house on Firth St.

* On July 31 the Knights of Co-
lumbus on Hamilton Blvd. reported
that graffiti had been spray painted on
the rear of the building.

* A Faulks Pl resident reported the
theft of her purse from her unlocked

_vehicle in front of Quick Chek on
Sampton Ave.

* On August 1 Insulation Materi-
als Corp. on Metuchen Rd. reported
the theft of a rear license plate from a
delivery truck. It is the second time in
a week that a plate had been rcmoved
from this truck.

* The Painting Station on Plainfield
Ave. reported the theft of $236 from
an unlocked drawer. A black female
had asked to use the phone on the
counter and the co-owner noticed a
petty cash envelope that was there
missing shortly afterward.

* On August 2 a Dumont Ave. resi-
dent reported the theft of his bike from
an open garage on So. Central Ave.
An old damaged bike had been left in
the street.

* On August 3 the Jr. Baseball Club
reported that a white powdery sub-
stance had been thrown on the sod of
the infield of field #3. Damage had
also been done to field #2.

Hustrate your interpretation of this year’s Labor Day Parade theme.
Entries must be received in the office of the South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield,
no later than Monday, Aug. 25, 2003. Entries will be on display at the Observer booth at the Labor Day

Camp Readalot Treats Kids to Sing-A-Long

Photos/story by Patricia Abbott

South Plainfield Library Camp
Readalot’s busy readers have been de-
vouring books ata steady rate since the

s g L .
Patrick Mirasol and Kaitlyn Faustini enjoy the music of Patricia Shih.

program began just a few weeks ago.
On July 24 the library treated the
young page turners to a musical break
and the children enjoyed a concert by
singer/songwriter Patricia Shih. About

30 youngsters and parents clapped and
sang their way through song after song.
Patricia often accompanied herself on
six and 12 string guitars and other in-
struments.

A revision of the preschool favorite
“Little Bunny Foo Foo” had the audi-
ence interacting as well as anticipating
the next line. Most of the songs allowed
volunteers to become part of the show:
Tiwelve youths took part in a “12 days
of Christmas” spoof about book titles.
By the time Patricia made her way to
the last book, even the parents had
given in to the giggles. A special song
spoke of the importance of family roots
while the youths learned to sing some
of the words. The original songs
bounced back and forth between silly

and playful with thought provoking
ideals that even youngsters can grasp.
The award winning musician wrote
her first song at age 12 and to date has
written over 250 songs. Her work
spans the generations with shows for
adults as well as children. She has
toured internationally and has appeared
on TV and radio, in clubs, concerts,
schools, libraries and more. She starred
for a year on Cablevision’s “Tell Me a
Story” on the Extra Help Channel. She
also and also wrote and performed the
show’s theme song. Her songs are re-
corded and performed by numerous
other artists throughout the Unites
States. For more information on
Patricia Shih visit her web.site at
www.patriciashih.com.

Memorial Park Fundraising Reaches Halfway

(Conginued from page 1)

person/family/company of their
choice. People who donate $500 or
more will have their names perma-
nently scribed on the base of the ac-

tual clock. Additionally, donors of
$500 or more will receive either a-
miniature desktop replica of the ac-
tual clock or a minjature flatbed truck
delivering the clock. Those who

South Plainfield For Sale?

(Continued from page 1)
and the applicant may explore their
options.

There are three more applications
which have been filed, one with the
Planning Board ‘and two with the
Board of Adjustment. The proposed
billboards would be located on

“+o | Honor' Those Who
Proudly Serve Our Country”

Durham Ave., 500 Hadley Blvd. and
Bedford Ave.

The Observer contacted the DOT
and asked just how many permits have
been issued along the section of Rt.
287 that comes through South Plain-
field, but as of presstime we have not
received a reply.

Parade. All entrants will receive a prize. Grand prize to be announced. Contest is open to all South
Plainfield residents. Posters can be no larger than 22" x 17". Any media is allowed. One entry per .

person. Posters will be judged on the theme, “To Honor Those Who Proudly Serve Our Country”
on Monday, Sept. 1, 2003. Questions? (908) 668-0010.

Do it for the fame,
the glory, the recognition!
Do it for the ptizes!

would like to donate a minimum of
$150, but less than $500, will receive
a miniature desktop rephca of the
actual clock.

The committee is presently prepar-
ing the final draft of names of those
individuals who arc entitled to be in-
cluded on the military monument.

To be included on the monument
you must have served in one of the
branches of the military during one
of the recognized wars/conflicts (the-
atres of operations), your permanent
mailing address at the time you en-
tered the military must have been in
South Plainfield, you must have been
honorably discharged and you must
supply a copy of your DD-214 for
confirmation purposes.

To determine if you or someone
you know is eligible, contact Marie
Smith at Borough Hall at (908) 226-
7604, or if you would like to make a
donation to this project, contact Po-
lice Chief Robert K. Merkler at (908)
226-7676 or OEM Coordinator
Michael Zushma at (908) 753-3775.

Want to fax the
Observer?

Labor Day Pamde

(Continued from page 1)
the contest, check out the rules on
bottom of this page. Winners will re-
ceive gift certificates from area busi-
nesses, O why not make it a summer
family project and enter the contest.
The evening entertainment will take
place in Spring Lake Park. The band
“Sound Investment” will perform in
the gazebo starting at 6:30, followed
by a patriotic fireworks display put on
by Garden State Fireworks. Children
will receive glow wristbands as they
enter the park (while they last).

LEGAL NOTICE

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Angelo D'Albis requesting
a variance from the requirements of the Zoning
Ordinance of the Borough of South Plainfield to permit
the construction of an open porch. Proposed 8 X 28'8”
porch lacks 30’ front setback, 24.05 proposed; and
other variances that may be required, said property
being located at 309 Libourel Road; Block 129, Lot 7
on the South Plainfield Tax Map.

For the purposes of hearing objections to or protests
against the granting of said appeal, the South Plain-
field Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a public
hearing on Thursday, August 28, 2003 in the Council
Chambers, Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m.

The maps and documents pertaining to this appeal
are available for public inspection in the Planning/
Zoning Office, South Plainfield Borough Hall, Monday
through Thursday, between 9:00 am and 5:00 p.m.

$35.00 1T  August 8, 2003

908-668-88I19

Fast ApprovALS...GREAT RATES... PERSONALIZED SERVICE
We Specialize in No Cost Refinancing
Free Pre-Qualifications
Purchases * Refinance ¢ Debt Consolidation

Past Credit Problems Understood
No Income Verification Loans
Borrow up to 1235% of Value * Loans
Mixed Use and Commercial Properties

= 908-822-0090

Milce Dixon

memwm-ww of Banking

2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E South Plainfield, NJ



