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Pictured at left in the center Peter Papa is sworn in as a South Plainfield police officer while mother Marty (holding a bible), father Joseph and
sister Amanda look on. At right Shaun Clifford is also sworn in while his father William (holding the bible), mother Marie and brother Scott look on.
Administering the oath is Councilman Dennis Cerami.

T\vo Police Officers Sworn In
Albertocki Appointed Interim Captain

Two new South Plainfield Police Of-
ficers were sworn in at last Thursday's
council meeting. Peter Papa and Shaun
Clifford took the oath with family
members surrounding them. George
Albertocki was also appointed interim
police captain. He will be sworn in of-
ficially at a meeting some time during
January of 2004.

Before swearing in the new recruits,

Councilman Ed Kubala reminded
them that they are joining the finest
police force in Middlesex County "You
are taking on an awesome responsibil-
ity, protecting the residents of South
Plainfield," he said.

Peter Eipa is the 22-year-old son of
South Plainfield Police Officer Joseph
Papa and Martha Papa. Peter gradu-
ated from South Plainfield High

High School to Implement
New Grading System

The Board of Education is going
to change the grading system of all
students in the high school beginning
next year. The proposal, which al-
ready passed the Curriculum Com-
mittee, is in the Policy Committee
and will then be voted on by the en-
tire board.

The reason for the change in the
grading system is to put South Plain-

field students on an even playing field
when they apply for college. Schools
in the surrounding areas have changed
their marking system in recent years,
making it seem as if our students are
not performing as high as others.

The numerical grading value will be
the grade on the report card. The grad-
ing scale for report card grades will be
as follows:
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A grade average of *D* (65-69) for the full year, including all four marking periods plus two
semester exams (if applicable), will be a passing grade.

To pass a course, a student must satisfy the following criteria: accumulate five points for a
full year course; pass all four marking periods; achieve an average of "D" or higher forthe first
and second semester exams.

This new grading system will only effect the high school students, but will most likely be
implemented in all grades in the next few years.

School in 1999 and attended Engine
City Technical Institute for certifica-
tion as a diesel mechanic. He also at-
tended Middlesex County College on
a part-time basis.

Prior to his appointment as a po-
lice officer in South Plainfield, Papa
worked at Foley Corporation in Pis-
cataway. Peter, who is single, resides
with his parents Joseph and Martha
and his sister Annette.

Peter is already a certified police of-
ficer, having attended the Ocean
County Police Academy and graduat-
ing at the top of his class. He has also
worked for the Seaside Heights Po-

Officer Shaun Clifford is the 24-
year-old son of Marie and William
Clifford. His father is a retired police
lieutenant from the Union City Po-
lice Department. Shaun graduated
from Manchester School System and
graduated from Richard Stockton
College with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Criminal Justice.

Prior to attending college, Shaun
resided with his parents, William and
Marie, and his brother Scott. He pre-
viously worked at the St. Paul Insur-
ance Company in Edison as an inves-
tigator of insurance claims.

Shaun is scheduled to attend the

Interim Police Captain George Albertocki, wife Elaine and Dennis Cerami.

lice Department as a Class 2 Special
Police Officer.

The tradition to protect seems to run
in the family, and is often passed on to
siblings and/or children of police offic-
ers. Peter Papa will be South Plainfield's
fourth father and son team in the po-
lice department. There are also five sets
of brothers and a father and daughter
team serving. Not all members served
simultaneously

Somerset County Police Academy
from July through December of 2003.

Lt. Albertocki is a 23-year-veteran
of the South Plainfield Police Depart-
ment. He replaces Capt. Robert Pilu-
kairis, who retired last month.

Police candidates are chosen from
a Civil Service list issued by the state.
The list is compiled using scores from
written and physical tests, with the
highest ranked first.

Local Tax
Rate to
Remain
Flat in 2004

Mayor Gallagher and the Borough
Council announced at last week's
meeting that the borough's portion of
the 2004 tax rate will be flat at .861.
This is the fourth time in the last six
years that it has remained flat, result-
ing in no tax increase in the local por-
tion of the residential tax rate. This
preliminary tax rate does not apply to
either the school or county portion of
your property tax. The school tax will
increase this year as voters passed a
budget which calls for an increase of
$104.78 per average household.

Mayor Gallagher credited con-
trolled spending as one of the main
reasons the rate will remain stable.
Through attrition and staff changes
the borough saved $230,000 in em-
ployee salaries and by revamping their
insurance they will see an estimated
cost savings of $260,000. Changing
health insurance carriers and prescrip-
tion plans were two reasons for the
savings. CFO Glenn Cullen said that
no one lost any benefits as a result of
these changes.

Also helping was the fact that South
Plainfield's collection on property taxes
is 99.79 percent.

Cullen added that the refinancing
of borough debt at a lower interest rate
was another reason the Thorough was
able to save money. Standard and
Poors recently raised the bond rating
on South Plainfield from A+ to AA-.
The borough recently refinanced ap-
proximately 50 percent of their debt
at an estimated savings of $480,000
over five years. This is the first time in
23 years that the borough's rate has
been adjusted.

Despite the "belt tightening," the
borough was able to purchase a fire
truck and an ambulance.
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