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Police Car Chase
Ends With a Crash
Two Injured, Two Arrested

On May 21, at 10:22 p.m., Plain-
field Police pursued a motor vehicle
on Park Ave. that entered South
Plainfield on Park Ave. The chase be-
gan after the vehicle disregarded a stop
sign and then used excessive speed to
avoid being stopped.

The Plainfield officers terminated
the pursuit when they saw that the ve-
hicle turned off its headlights. The of-
ficers then observed the vehicle strike
another moving vehicle at Park Ave.
at Chambers St. and leave the scene.
That vehicle was occupied by a 30-
year-old female Woodbridge resident,
who received minor injuries in the
collision. Plainfield officers then re-
activated the pursuit.

The suspect's car raced onto Su-
san Terrace, Clark Lane, then onto
East Nassau Ave., before exiting back
onto Park Ave. The vehicle then
struck another moving vehicle on
Park Ave. at West Nassau Ave. The
driver of that vehicle, a 26-year-old
female Scotch Plains resident, re-

ceived minor injuries from the colli-
sion. At that point, the driver of the
suspected vehicle then fled the scene
on foot and was captured shortly af-
terward by Plainfield officers.

The driver of the vehicle was iden-
tified as Howard C. Woods, Jr., age
30 of Plainfield. Plainfield Police
charged Woods with eluding police
and possession of marijuana. South
Plainfield Police also charged him
with two counts of aggravated assault
upon the two injured motorists.
Woods had numerous outstanding
warrants and was also issued several
motor vehicle summonses. He is be-
ing held on $10,000 bail for the
charges.

A passenger in the suspect's vehicle
was also arrested. He was identified
as Milton D. Harris, age 27, also a
Plainfield resident. Plainfield Police
charged Harris with hindering. His
bail was set at $2,500.

The injured were treated at
Muhlenberg Hospital and released.

"To Honor Those Who
Proudly Serve Our Country'
Labor Day Parade Theme Announced,
Grand Marshal Nominees Sought

The Public Celebrations Commit-
tee is seeking nominations for honor-
ary grand marshal of the 46th Annual
Labor Day Parade to be held Mon-
day, Sept.l. This year's theme is "To
Honor Those Who Proudly Serve Our
Country."

If you know of an individual that
has contributed outstanding service
to the Borough of South Plainfield,
the committee is asking that you send
a letter staring why this person should
be considered for honorary grand
marshal. Please include the candi-
date's name, address, telephone num-
ber and accomplishments. Send your

nomination to: The Public Celebra-
tions Committee, John Sorrentino-
Chair, 225 Hopkinson St., South
Plainfield, NJ 07080 or fax to (908)
753-4003. You can also email your
nomination to jmsorrentino@com
cast.net.

The Parade Committee is also ask-
ing any non-profit organization that
wishes to have a concession stand at
the PAL grounds during the festivi-
ties to contact the Public Celebrations
Committee c/o Marie Smith, Conces-
sions, 579 Melrose Ave., South Plain-
field, NJ 07080 or email to south-
plainfieldnj.com.
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The VFW Post 6763 held Memorial Day closing ceremonies inside this year due to inclement weather.

Memorial Day Ceremonies Well
Attended Despite Rainy Weather

Monday's rain couldn't cancel
South Plainfield's Memorial Day Ser-
vices, but they did curtail them. Open-
ing ceremonies were held indoors at
the American Legion. Wreaths were
laid at the cemeteries, but public cer-
emonies were not held. The VFW was
host for the closing ceremonies and
they, too, were held indoors. Each
year the Veterans Memorial Day cer-
emonies are co-sponsored by Ameri-
can Legion Chaumont Post 243 and
VFW Post 6763. In preparation for
Memorial Day this year, almost 2,000
flags were placed at the graves of vet-
erans.

Members of the Knights of Co-
lumbus attended a special mass at the
Holy Redeemer Cemetery Mauso-
leum officiated by Father John Paul
of Sacred Heart Church. Members
also placed flags at the gravesites of
all deceased Knights of Columbus
members.

Despite the inclement weather,
many turned out for the ceremonies
at both the American Legion and the
VFW

Pam Janizak sang the Star Spanjjkd.
Banner, while her brother Steve
played Taps. Pam also sang The Lord's
Prayer and an inspiring rendition of
Proud to Be an American at both the
American Legion and the VFW The
Janizak family has participated in the
Memorial Day ceremonies for several
years.

Attending were Mayor Dan
Gallagher and Councilmen Dennis
Cerami, Charles Butrico, Ray Petron-
ko, Ed Kubala, Jim Vokral, Bob
Cusick, Police Chief Bob Merkler and
many veterans representing every
branch of service.

On the walls of the VFW thank you
cards were on display. The cards were
created by seventh grade students
from Barbara Pinelli-McDonough's
class at the Middle School.

Knights of Columbus member Bob Long (below) plays the trumpet at
Monday's Annual Memorial Day mass celebrated by Father John Paul
at Holy Redeemer Cemetery Mausoleum. (Above) Ceremonies at
American Legion Chaumont Post 243.


