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Don't Miss
Apt Acti

Education Foundation
Annual Art Auction
February 22

The South Plainfield Education
Foundation will hold their annual Art
Auction on Friday, Feb. 22, in the high
school cafeteria. This year's honorary
chairperson is William Ashnault.

If there are any items of particular
interest you would like to see presented
at the art auction, please call Marge
Reedy at (908) 561-3951 after 6 p.m.

Black History Month
Cultural Arts Program
February 23

Sunday, Feb. 23 the South Plainfield
Cultural Arts Commission will present,

of African American Poetry featuring
Joanna Featherstone. The event will
take place at 3 p.m. at the South Plain-
field Senior Center. Admission is free
and refreshments will be available.

Joanna Feather-
stone, actress, storytell-
er, teacher and poet
extraordinaire, brings

I the works of four Afti-
I can-American poets to
I life. Beatherstone spe-

Featherstone cializes in presenting
the work of African American poets,
from 1760 to modern times. She fea-
tures dialect poetry that was expressive
of early African American language.

Middle School
Fundraising Game
February 25

Middle School students and staff will
feature a fundraising basketball game
at the Middle School gymnasium on
Tuesday) Feb. 25 starting at 6:30 p.m.

Pre-game ceremonies include an
honor guard of representatives from
the South Plainfield police, fire and
rescue squad, the New York police,
fire and rescue, and the Port Author-
ity police. A live DJ, student and fac-
ulty cheerleaders, half-time games,
giveaways and refreshments are just a
few of the events.

The fundraiser will raise money for
a 9-11 memorial in the Middle School
courtyard, designed by the students.
The design for the memorial will be
on display in the gymnasium.

Tickets are $3 and may be pur-
chased at the door the evening of the
event. Doors will open at 6 p.m.

School Board
Candidacy Deadline

The deadline for filing nominating
petitions to run for positions on the
South Plainfield Board of Education
is 4 p.m., Monday, Feb. 24. The elec-
tion is Tuesday, Apr. 15.

With the threat of war looming
over us, those servicemen from South
Plainfield, either on active duty or re-
servists, are being deployed to the
Middle East. Many have already been
called to report for duty. Of course,
in this day and age, not just men are
serving in the ranks of the armed ser-
vices, but women as well.

The Observer is attempting to com-
pile a list of every South Plainfield resi-
dent or their relative (son, daughter,
husband, wife, etc.), who are pres-
endy on active duty in the military.
We would like to recognize them for
their patriotic service and the sacri-
fice each one is making for our coun-
try. Maybe with the help of our read-
ers we can start a letter writing cam-
paign, or at the very least, send them
their hometown paper.

Borough Hall employee Marie
Smith is the proud mother of a Marine
serving in the Special Services. She
heard that during World War E, moth-
ers of servicemen placed a flag in their
front windows to show they had a son
serving in the armed forces. Some in
our town had as many as five sons
serving at one time. Each flag contains
a blue star for each son/daughter in
the service. Marie decided to find out
more, and went to the library to re-
search it. She made her own flag,
which she proudly displays in the front
window of her home, and since has
made two more for Borough employ-
ees.

When Marie heard that we might
be compiling a list of South Plainfield
servicemen and women, she called us

and generously offered to make a flag
for any mother of a servicemen or
women from South Plainfield. If you
would like a flag, contact Marie day-
time at (908) at 226-7604 or evenings
(908) 791-0735.

If you have a relative in the service,
you can contact us several ways,
through our webpage. www.spob-
server.com, email ggnan@aol.com, fax
(908) 668-8819 or call us at (908)
668-0010. Include your name, the
person serving, what branch he/she is
in and how we can contact them, as
well as a contact number to reach you
if we need more information.

Borough in 'White
Alert'After Blizzard

Marie Smith is the mother of a Marine serving in the Special Service.

Serviceman's Mom
Sews for Love

The buzzard that hit the South
Plainfield area temporarily shut down
the borough. The snow, which began
on Sunday afternoon and continued
until Monday afternoon, challenged
every resource in South Plainfield. Po-
lice, fire, rescue squad and public
works all worked non-stop while the
snow was falling and afterward.

Fortunately Monday was a holiday,
which meant schools were closed and
there was no mail delivery. Soon after
the snow started, Governor Jim Mc-
Greevey issued a state of emergency.
South Plainfield Emergency Manage-
ment geared up to help monitor the
snowstorm and emergency personnel
from the fire department and rescue
squad were alerted. As the snow con-
tinued to fall, stores and shopping cen-
ters in the area began to and most re-
mained closed on Monday.

Department of Public Works em-
ployees started plowing the roads
Sunday night at 9 p.m., and they
worked through Tuesday, with little

rest. Because the snow continued to
fall, they spent most of their time go-
ing over the main roads in order to
keep them clear.

Whenever there was a call for the
rescue squad, plows were dispatched
first, so the rescue squad could re-
spond. Some calls were for residents
who needed dialysis and were unable
to get out of their driveways.

Most of the main roads were clear
Tuesday morning, but some of the
side streets still needed plowing. Our
office received two calls from residents
who were unhappy with the lack of
plowing, but when we checked on
those streets, one was already plowed;
the other was in the processing of
being cleared. Schools were closed on
Tuesday and Wednesday, because side-
walks still needed to be cleared.

, The Borough Council Agenda
meeting, scheduled for Tuesday, was
cancelled and will be held at 6 p.m.
immediately before the Council Meet-
ing, which begins at 7 p.m.

Children on West Elmwood Drive take advantage of the "snow days

SPHS Tigers Win 1 si Division Title In 12 Year
By Greg Machos .

. They did it! The South Plainfield
Tigers did what only one other team
in SPHS Boys Basketball history has
ever done, and that was win the al-
ways tough GMC White Division.
The Tigers clinched their first divi-
sion title in 12 years by virtue of a
64-43 victory over Monroe on
Valentine's Day night at the Anthony
J. Cotoia Gymnasium in South
Plainfield.

The last time South Plainfield won
the GMC White division was back
in the 1990-91 season when diey had
the likes of Eddie Bolton, Craig
Kearney, Malik Sheppard, Brian
Joyncr, and Karim Stokes. They also
had supporting cast members such as

Derek Jones, one of the top three
point shooters all time in the GMC,
Damon Smith, and Quinn Johnson.
That team also went on two win its
second consecutive Central Jersey
Group II title when they defeated
Bridgewater-West in the final.

Will this season be just as kind to
the Tigers? Perhaps. The Tigers have
already locked up the third seed in
the Central Jersey Group III State
Tournament and received a bye. But
now, after winning the White Divi-
sion, the Tigers were in good posi-
tion to get a top seed when the GMC
held its annual tournament seeding
meeting in New Brunswick. And, af-
ter the dust settled on Saturday
night, Feb. 15, the Tigers earned a
fourth seed and a first round

matchup against Mctuchen in
GMCT which was scheduled to
underway on Tuesday, weather j
mining.

In the victory against Monroe,
Tigers were sparked by both Co
Gilmore and Marquis Jon
Gilmore really turned up his defri
a notch in die third quarter as
spearheaded the Tigers to an 1!
surge in the third and a 17-8 mr
the fourth to help them pull av
from a 29-27 halftime lead. For
game, Gilmore had ejght points,
assists, six steals, and two reboun
Meanwhile, Marquis lones had
usu.il all around performance with
points, five rebounds, four steals a
three assists.


