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Auto Crash Kills Youth

Early Wednesday morning a car traveling on Oak Tree Ave. collided with flat bed truck and slide into a
telephone. Preliminary reports say that the accident victim, a 20-year-old resident of South Plainf ield, was
killed instantly. Police did not release his name and no-further details were available at presstime. The
Middlesex County Prosecutors office is in charge of investigating the accident. Watch for next week's
Observer for more details on this accident.

Middle School Plans
Sept. 11 Monument
Basketball Fundraiser Planned

The Middle School is planning to
build a 9-11 monument and place it
in the courtyard of the school and
plans are to complete it by Sept.. 11,
2003.

The South Plainfield Middle
School Student Council is sponsor-
ing a Student vs. Faculty Basketball
game to raise the money to help pay
for the cost of the monument. The
game will be between the boys and
girls eighth grade basketball teams
and Middle School faculty members.
It will to be held in the Middle School
Gym on Tuesday, Feb. 25. Doors
open at 6 p.m., with pre-game cer-
emonies to beginning around 6:30.

Attending as part of the presenta-
tion of the Colors/Salute to the
United States, will be members of the
South Plainfield Police, Fire, and
EMS Departments, as well as uni-
formed members of the NYPD,
FDNY, and PAPD. They have already
received confirmation from the PAPD
and FDNY that their members will
attend.

The game will include halftime per-
formances from the Middle School

Girls Cheerleading Squad, the faculty
"Cheerleading" squad and a perfor-
mance by the Middle School Dance
Club. A three-point contest will be
conducted with random spectators for
various prizes.

Mr. Limyansky and Mr. Makowski
will provide music and commentary
throughout the event. They are hop-
ing to sell 600 tickets, so everyone's
attendance would greatly be appreci-
ated. Tickets to the game are S3 and
go on sale at the Middle School the
week ending Feb 15. Remaining tick-
ets may also be purchased at the door
the night of the game.

Donated baked goods as well as
candy, snacks and beverages will be
sold by the Student Council during
the game. Other donations, at the
door will be greatly appreciated.

The 9-11 monument will consist
of concrete, steel and plexi-glass. The
initial design concept is a cement pen-
tagon, with each side five-feet in
length, lV^-feet wide and rising two
to four inches from the ground. In
the hollow inner portion of the
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Grant Central's Basketball Team 6-1
Story/photos by Patricia Abbott

Grant Central Sixth Elementary
School is proud of their young Tigers.
As of last week, the school's first bas-
ketball team has a phenomenal record
of 6-1. The fifteen boys who make up
the Grant team are part of the six-team
St. Cecilia's CYO (Catholic Youth Or-
ganization) League. It is the first time
Grant School has formed a sports team
to compete outside the school. For
most of the boys it is the first time they
have played on a school team.

Few schools have sixth grade teams.
Most of the teams the Grant Tigers face
have more experienced players, stu-
dents in grades seven and eight as well
as sixth. This makes dieir record all the
more noteworthy.

Coaches for the team are Al Czech,
Tom Curtis and Ken Lucky. In addi-
tion to league games, the team often
plays scrimmage games against area
schools. In a recent scrimmage against
Green Brook the Tigers won 71-19.
Their two home games brought a
huge crowd of supporters to cheer
them on. The boys are looking for-
ward to the playoffs on Feb. 25 and
the consolation and championship
games scheduled for March 4.

Over 50 students tried out for the
team. They have been practicing about
five times a week since November. The
league plays on Tuesday nights at St.
Cecilia's School in Iselin. They play

three games a night, with four six
minute quarters.

The young Tigers are: Mike Boyle,
Taylor Curtis, Tramane Miller (Cap-
tain), Kyle Quail, Ken Lucky (Cap-
tain), Mike Dezmin, Cris Kedmenec,
Robbie Hoffman, Mike Burton (Cap-
tain), Nosa Ogberoen, Teddy Skwiat,

Chris Lesniak, Alex Cihanowyz, Jared
Christopher and Chris Fulton. Man-
ager for the team is Jared Czech.

Grant Central Sixth Tiger Chris
Lesniak said, ' I t is fun to play on the
Grant Sixth grade basketball team, be-
cause you get to represent your school.
It's cool to play home games because

Grant Central Sixth
School's Basketball team
(below) has earned a 6-1
record so far. Team mem-
bers get instructions
from Coach Al Czech
(right).

all of the students can come and
watch."

Teammate Teddy Skwiat talked
about the scrimmage against Green
Brook saying, "Tonight we had a great
game! Everyone on the team scored
and we all had a lot of fun. We owe
most of our success to our great
coaches who helped us become this
GREAT!" -

Coach Czech is proud of the youths.
He said, "They are hard working,
dedicated young people who care
about each other, a group of young
men who have great pride in their
school." Czech noted that the Grant
Central Sixth Tigers are greatly sup-
ported by the Board of Education,
their classmates and parents. Their
next game is Feb. 6 at 6:30 p.m.,
against Sacred Heart School in South
Plainfield.


