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School Fire Sends
Students, Teacher
To the Hospital
By Patricia Abbott

A science experiment, involving add-
ing sodium to water, went haywire last
week at South Plainfield High School,
and sent sparks flying into a nearby
trash can setting off an unfortunate
chain of events. The anticipated result
of the experiment was sparks, however,
the resulting flames were not part of
the lesson plan.

Quick thinking by Science teacher
Gene Kearns averted what could have
become a more serious situation. He
attempted to extinguish the fire by
stomping on the flames in the can.
An ignited paper toweJ escaped and
landed on the floor. A dry chemical
extinguisher was used, but the fire
alarm was triggered and the building
evacuated.

The incident occurred at 12:15
p.m. The 12:20 alarm brought the
South Plainfield Fire Department,
Rescue Squad, Mike Zushma from
the Office of Emergency Manage-
ment, as well as Mayor Gallagher and
Councilman Cerami. The rescue
squad quickly evaluated students who
were present during the fire. Several
students complained of headache and
eye irritations, which were possibly
caused by chemicals in the fire extin-
guisher.

Squad Captain Ron Sward declared
a "Mass Casualty Incident" and began
a triage, which was set up in the art
room. Responding to the squad's call
for help were three units from Edison,
two from Plainfield and one unit from
Muhlenburg's Regional Medical Cen-
ter Mobile Intensive Care. Of the 25

people who were examined, 17 were
transported to area hospitals. Kearns
and nine students were sent to Muh-
lenburg in Plainfield. Seven others
went to John F. Kennedy Medical
Center in Edison. At the hospitals,
students who were all accompanied
by school personnel, were showered,
treated, and all were released by 4:45
p.m., including Kearns.

The fire department cleared the stu-
dents' return to the building at 12-45.
The second floor hallway of the school
where the fire occurred was ventilated,
but remained closed until the follow-
ing day. Second floor classes were di-
rected to the media center and the
back of the auditorium.

High School Principal Tony Mas-
saro was pleased with the fast and ef-
ficient response of school personnel
as they followed directives in their Cri-
sis Management Handbook. He was
extremely pleased by the quick and
efficient response by fire, police and
rescue squad personnel.

Rescue Squad Captain Sward said,
"The annual MCI drill conducted at
the high school just a few months ago
was extremely useful. Large scale inci-
dents are not common, but arc always
practiced in the event something like
this does occur."

Police Chief Bob Merkler, left, and Mayor Dan Gallagher, right, with Police Officer John McConville, center,
who will be going to Kuwait.

Local Police Officer's Marine Unit
Called to Duty; Heading to Kuwait

Police Officer John McConville, a
seven year veteran on the South
Plainfield Police Department will be
heading to Kuwait in the next few days.
McConville has been in the Marines
since 1988. He was in the Marines on
active duty until 1992 and since then
served in the reserves.

During his years in the Marines he
served in the Gulf War in the artillery
division and was awarded the South-
west Asian Ribbon, Combat Action

Ribbon and Kuwait Liberation Medal.
McConville said he wasn't surprised

when he was called up. The tensions
with Iraq are well publicized and con-
tinuing to escalate; most reserve units
have already been called up. He will :

be spending the next two weeks in
Red Bank and then ship out to Cali-
fornia for training and then onto Ku-
wait He is unsure of how long he will
be there.

Chief Merkler said his position on

the police force will remain open un-
til he returns. It is treated as a leave
of absence. McConville has received
many commendations as a South
Plainfield Police Officer. His brother,
James, is also a South Plainfield Po-
lice Officer.

When McConville's departure was
announced, Mayor Dan Gallagher
and all of the members of the council
wished him well and to stay safe and
return as soon as possible.

House Decorating Contestants Receive Awards
The -winners of the Observer's first

Holiday House Decorating Contest
have been awarded their prizes. Greg
and Sheryl Lampasona of 149 Day St.
won a $50 gift certificate to Sport-

Former Science Teacher Dies

Ellis Williams

Ellis Downing also taught physics to the U.S. Navy
Williams, 97 died during World War II. He taught in
on Jan. 8. North Plainfield High School from

Williams taught 1953 to 1957 and began teaching in
math and science South Plainfield High School in 1957.
grades seven In addition to his teaching duties, he
through 12 in created the school's math and science
Clarks Summit, department, retiring as its head in
Pa., during his 1974.
early career and See complete obituary on page 10.

Tigers Wrestlers Win 400!
The 2002-2003 South Plainfield

High School Wrestling Team has
achieved what no other sports team of
the school has accomplished-400 wins!

The Tigers did just that Friday night
when the they defeated the Piscataway
Chiefs, 43-23. They got all the help
they needed from Paul Ritchey, 140 fall
and Joe DeBiase wrestling at 215, fall
and senior Glenn Grass, 160 tech-fall,
each recording bonus points to secure

the win.
Congratulations to all the wrestlers

who, over the years, contributed to
reach mis monumental milestone in
Tiger wrestling.

Let us not forget the coaches who
also contributed, Al Ranger, Tom
Baker, Mike Buggey and Bill Pavlak,
along with new head coach Kevin
McCann. See page 8 for more wres-
tling results.

world, a year's subscription to the Ob-
server and a book on the history of
South Plainfield.

All three runners up, Pat and Al
Solo-Mitchell of Ritter Ave., Cindy and
Butch Piazza of Maple Ave. and Ann
and Dominic Demico of Norwood
Ave. will receive a year's subscription
to the Observer and the South Plainfield
history book.

We would like to thank all who par-
ticipated in the contest. Also thanks to
the judges who helped make the diffi-
cult choice of picking a winner; it was
no easy task. The judges were Lynn
Sward, Matthew Sward, Carol Gren-
nier and Sue Kaneps. For those of you
who didn't enter (we saw a lot of beau-
tiful homes that didn't), we encourage
you to enter next year. Only those who
entered were judged.

The Lampasonas say they started
decorating their home in 1979 while
they were still living in Iselin, using car-
toon characters as their theme. When
they moved to South Plainfield 16
years ago, they just continued with the
same theme, adding characters during
the years. The Lampasonas say the tra-
dition of decorating the house is in the
family. Greg says his inspiration came
from his father-in-law, Richard, who

House Decorating Contest winners Sheryl, Greg, Michael and Gina
Lampasona.

lives in Iselin and has won numerous
trophies and awards in Iselin's house
decorating contests.

Greg says he loves the holidays and
enjoys decorating and tries to add
something new every few years. Car-
toon characters, such as Snoopy, Gar-
field and Rugrats fill the lawn. On the

porch sits a doll house, complete with
a tree and lights. On the roof "Merry
Christmas" is spelled out in lights.

The Lampasonas have two children,
Michael, a Future Scars student and Gina,
who attends the Middle School. Gina al-
ready helps out with the decorating and
Michael will soon be doing the same.
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Mark your
calendars

SOI

council
Meets twice a month on the first and third Thursday.

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. (New Time) • Questions? 908-226-7605

AGENDA MEETING PUBLIC MEETING '

Thursday, January 16
Monday, February 3 Thursday, February 6
Monday, February 18 Thursday, February 20
Monday, March3 .Thursday, March 6
Monday, March 17 : Thursday, March 20
Monday, April 7 Thursday, April 10

All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public Meet-
ings Act (NJSA10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

planning
Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641

zoning
Meets on Thursdays

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641

boardofeducc

Grant School Gymnasium on Cromwell Place unless otherwise noted

Committee of the Whole meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Feb. 11 , March 11 , April 1.

Regular Board Meeting held Tuesdays at 8 p.m.- Jan. 2 1 , 2003, Feb. 18, March 18, April 8.

taxpayers
The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at

Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-668-0538

sitep:;
Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.

recreations
Meets once a month on the first Tuesday of the month, except July and August

PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7716

February 4, March 4, April 1, May 6, June 3, September 2, October 7, November 11

(November 4 is Election Day) and December 2.

environmer

Meets once a month (second Wednesday except August)

Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7621

Meets once a month (first Wednesday)

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. • Questions? 908-757-8100

trafflcsafety
Meetings, held at 7 p.m. in the Conference Room, Borough Hall

WAYNE GRENNIER
Associate Publisher

SUSAN KANEPS
Art Director/Associate Editor

PATRICIA ABBOTT '
Slaff Writer/Photographer

CAROL GRENNIER
Editorial Assistant

CATHLEEN FODOR
Production Assistant

KENNETH MORGAN
Correspondent •

ROXANNE CORTESE
JANE DORNICK '

WILLIAM TUTHILL
Advertising Sales

..jPlalnfleld

Observer
The South Plainfield Observer is

published every Friday
G&G Graphics, Inc.

1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 668-0010 • FAX (908) 668-8819

NANCY GRENNIER
.;•••.': Publisher/Editor

' Web page: '*
www.spobserver.com

For subscriptions, advertising or
information, call (908) 668-0010.

The publisher is not responsible for
typographical errors. •

The South Plainfield Observer (U.S.RS. 018253) is published weekly, except
Thanksgiving week, by G&G Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South
Plainfield, NJ 07080-2004. Second class postage paid at South Plainfield, New
Jersey 07080-9998. POSTMASTER: Forward change of address orders to G&G
Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080-2004.
Subscription rates $25 per year in South Plainfield; $30 per year out of town. To
subscribe: 908-668-0010.

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper: Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:
1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.
2. Mail, fax or drop it at: Editorial Department

South Piainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield,
NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or at
(908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at spobserver.com or ggnan@aol.com or
ngrennie@ix. netcom.com. Include your name, address, telephone num-
ber LETTERS TO T H E EDITOR

Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept.,|
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email at our'
website at spobserver.com or faxed to 908-668-8819. Letters should not ex-
ceed 400 words. We reserve the right to edit for clarity or length. It is the
editor's discretion to limit the number of letters submitted by one individual or
the same subject. The opinions expressed in "Letters" do not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the Observer. Letters must be submitted with name and

To the Editor,
The Senior Citizen Center and the

Keep Middlesex Moving group need
your help! Several of the orange cross-
ing flags at the intersection of Maple
and Plainfield Ave. in front of the South
Plainfield Senior Center have been sto-
len from their holders and the seniors
want them returned. Mischief makers
may think that a prank like stealing a
few flags is harmless fun and no big
deal, but, in fact, those flags help keep
our seniors out of harm's way as they
try to cross a very busy and hazardous
intersection.

So, if you took the flags or you know
who did, please bring them back.. .no
questions asked. Just place them back
in their holders. We know that it didn't
cross your mind that our flags are valu-
able to us and are a matter of safety. To
you, they are just flags. On behalf of
our seniors and other pedestrians who
face crossing this intersection, we
would really appreciate it if you would
do the right thing and bring back our
flags.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
JOANN GRAF, SENIOR CITIZEN
COORDINATOR

To the Editor:
Once again I would like to thank

the various organizations in South
Plainfieid for their generous donations
to me and my family during this holi-
day season.

The Elks Club, for the abundance
of food they delivered to my door for
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Grace
Bertucci of the St. Vincent DePaul
Society, for the gifts for my children
for Christmas and her many phone calls
throughout the year to check on us.
The Board of Social Services, for the
overwhelming amount of Christmas
gifts for my children, which helped to
supplement what little I was able to
give them myself. And to Kennedy
Elementary School for their gift cards
for the kids.

A special thanks to the residents of
South Plainfield. If it weren't for your
donations of food, toys and clothes,
these organizations wouldn't have any-
thing to brighten someone's holidays.

A VERY GREATFUL NEIGHBOR

To the Editor,
I read the letter from Jeff Praul last

week about the previous weeks article
"Sledders stay home." And I have to

AIDA SANTOS
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT

BRANCH MANAGER

Valley National Bank
Durham Ave. & Hamilton Blvd

South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 757-5868

Fax (908) 757-0494

agree with much of what he wrote.
I, too, agree that the Mayor should

not worry so much about what is go-
ing on in other towns and he should
be concentrating more on what's go-
ing on in our town. Yes, first and fore-
most it is imperative that emergency
vehicles can get through the streets sur-
rounding the golf course. And also, that
our neighbors should not have to
worry about damage to their property.

Mr. Praul was right on about the
condition of our streets when a snow-
storm strikes. I have teen living here
for a number of years now and very
rarely is my street ever plowed, (with
the exception of the first snow of this
season). My street was plowed, but it
was so bad that it should have been
sanded or salted. It's funny (or should
I say ironic) that on Tuesday morning
(after a night of snow and ice) I was
thinking of Mr. Praul's comment about
how bad our streets are after a storm.
The reason I was thinking of it was
because I was slipping and sliding my
way to work. A lot of (but not all) the
streets were a sheet of ice.

As I was thinking of writing to the
Mayor and Council about how bad it
was, low and behold I had an accident
on Helen Street. Thank God everyone
was all right and no one was hurt. But
as soon as I pulled over to wait for a
police officer, more cars came down the
road slipping and sliding. I understand
there were a lot of accidents happen-
ing that day. I know the town doesn't
want to spend overtime for the plow-
ing, sanding and salting, but as a tax-
payer I would like some of my hard
earned money to go to these services.
Pm sure I'm not the only townsperson
to feel this way The roads were very
dangerous that day, and I think safety
for, the people should come first. :

SINCERELY,
SHARON MITCHELL

Letter to the Editor:
I would like to take this opportu-

nity to thank several people. First, I
would like to thank the South Plainfield
Business Association for their gener-
ous donation to the South Plainfield
Education Foundation of $2,000 in

Submit Letters to the Editor:
Letters may be submitted to our office:
South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton
Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ
07080, by email at our website at
spobserver.com or faxed to 908-668-
8819. Deadline is Monday, 5 p.m. Let-
ters must be accompanied by a name and
telephone number for verification. Please
limit letters to no more than 500 words.
We reserve the right to edit for clarity or
length. We reserve the right to limit the
number of letters submitted by one
individual on the same subject. Opinions
expressed do not necessarily reflect the
views of the publisher.

memory of Emil Leporino. Emil gave
so much of himself to the students of
South Plainfield. He was instrumental
in beginning the Education Founda-
tion and we are continuing to do the
work that he put into place from the
beginning. The money will be used for
scholarships in his name.

One of the other programs Emil
started was the phone-a-thon. We con-
tinued with that this year the first week
of December. What a success! Thank
you to all the residents of South
Plainfield for your generous donations.
For those that don't know what this is
all about - We have had a pledge drive
for the last two years now. The stu-
dents from the High School make the
pledge calls and follow up with a letter
to the people that they talked to on
the phone. Residents can pledge any
dollar amount they want to the Edu-
cation Foundation to be used in vari-
ous areas (scholarships, stokes trips for
the elementary schools, gold card, and
so much more). This year was a ban-
ner year with pledges of over $6,000.
We are still receiving pledge money
now This money will be used jwher-
ever you have instructed us*to use it.
Thank you again to everyone for all
your support of the Education Foun-
dation over the years. We are continu-
ing to follow in Emil's footsteps and
strive to do the best for our students
here in South Plainfield.

SINCERELY,
MARJ0RIE M. REEDY
PRESIDENT - SOUTH PLAINFIELD
EDUCATION FOUNDATION

The South Plainfield Health Department
Is Conducting Its Annual

RABIES CLINIC
At the

South Plainfield Borough Garage
(corner of Spicer and Belmont Ave.)

Dog and Cat Owners are urged to bring
their pets for innoculation.

Dog& Cat Licenses Will Be Available
Please Note: Cats must be in a carrier

DATE:
Saturday, January 25, 2003

9:00 am-12:00 noon
"iff

For More Information Please Call

226-7631

NOW IN OUR STUDIO
FOR KIDS

Sewing Projects, Cartoon Drawing,

Stroke Painting, & General Craft

FOR ADULTS

One Stroke Painting, Ink &

Watercolor Projects, Tote Projects,

Decorative Painting, &Paper Mache

Projects

©f~»

Open
N4on-S<il 9- 7pm

All About Arts & Crafts

Qreat painting program!
179 Front St., So. Plainfield - (908) 755-4049

www.bunchis.com
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Recreation
Adopts 'Sport
Parent Code
of Conduct'

Beginning this year all parents who
enroll their children in any sport spon-
sored by the Recreation Department
will be asked to sign a "Sport Code of
Conduct"' pledge.

Each coach has been directed to ask
parents to read the code and then sign
it, thus agreeing to all of the rules. If
they refuse to sign it or do not follow
the rules set down, they will not be
able to attend their children's games.
The code stresses ethics in sports,
sportsmanship, responsibility and good
citizenship.

Recreation Director Mike English
said that we have been very fortunate
that we have not had many problems
with parents misbehaving while watch-
ing their children play, but just in case
we do have a parent who is abusive,
we will forbid them from attending
their games, even if we need to call the
police.

A law which was recently enacted
by the State Senate and Assembly al-
lows municipalities to enact their own
code and to use the local police, if die
necessary, to keep parents away from
their child's games.

This code covers to anyone playing
in any Recreation sponsored program,
but independent sport groups such as
Junior Baseball, Pop Warner and Trav-
eling Soccer are not covered. These
individual groups will need introduce
their own code during the upcoming
season.

Affordable
Housing Agency
Public Hearing

A public meeting has been called by
the Affordable Housing Agency of the
Borough of South Plainfield to discuss
the Affordable Housing Program. The
meeting will be held on Thursday, Jan.
30 at 7 p.m. in Borough Hall, 2480
Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfield.

Recycling Center
Hours Revised
For King Holiday

The South Plainfield Recycling Cen-
ter on Kenneth Ave. will be dosed on
Tuesday, Jan. 21, because of the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Day holiday. It
will be open instead on Wednesday, Jan.
22, from 12 Noon to 7 p.m..

The regular schedule at the Recy-
cling Center is: Tuesdays 12 Noon - 7
p.m. and Fridays and Saturdays 8 a.m.-
3 p.m.

The Yard Waste Site at the end of
Kenneth Avenue will be on its regular
winter schedule that week, open only
on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

For updates, call the Recycling
Hotline: (908) 226-7620..

Author of South Plainfield Book Speaks
In-Depth on Borough at Library Program
Photos/story By Patricia Abbott

Dr. Richard Veit, author of
the newly published book Im-
ages ofAmericctSmtth Plainfield
recently presented an in depth
look at South Plainfield during
a talk at the South Plainfield Li-
brary. Visual enhancements in-
cluded a chronologically ar-
ranged slide-illustrated tour of
South Plainfield's historic houses
and sites.

Veit opened with a brief look
at an early map of an area that
was first settled by Native
Americans. The simplistic and
sparse hand drawn map showed

been interested in history and of-
ten attend historical programs.
She found the talk and slide pre-
sentation fascinating, she said, "I

"didn't realired how many 18th
century homes were in South
Plainfield." Myra also expressed
a desire to see an organized tour
of the older homes and histori-
cal sites in town.

Many brought their copies of

the wide-open spaces of _
o x f T> M J Dr- Richard Veit, author of Images ofAmenca-
Samptown, New Brooklyn and S o u t f ) plainfjeld

part or riscataway—an area that
and others have not yet been pub-
lished.

Lynn Fasolo, recording secretary for
the South Plainfield Historical Soci-
ety thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon.
She said, "He answered questions that
could not be answered by simply read-
ing the book. He really made the book
come to life! I look forward to more
in depth intense focus on some of the
homes. I would like to see a walking
tour of homes at holiday time." Myra
Stillman and her family have always

would later become South Plainfield.
Approximately 50 people attended

the event seeking a more detailed
glimpse of early South Plainfield. Pho-
tos ranged from old shots of well-
known homes coupled with how they
appear today, to fragile aging tomb-
stones in the Baptist and Jewish Cem-
eteries on New Market Ave. The slide
show took the audience through many
decades ending with the South
Plainfield of the 1970s. Some of the
photos shown were from the book

field for Veit to sign; others pur-
chased the book at the library.
Veit hopes to publish a second
book depicting our town in the
future. Veit, who teaches in the
Department of History and An-
thropology at Monmouth Uni-
versity, is a 1986 graduate of
SPHS. He noted History/Social

Studies teachers Mr. Clark, Mrs. Chen
and Mr. Radich as having an influence
on his choice of career. He also cred-
ited Mr. Tenore, band director and Mr.
Richard, German teacher with influ-
encing him and providing great role
models. He was named to the South
Plainfield High School Wall of Fame
in 2002.

Copies of Veit's book are available
at Twin City Pharmacy, Nischwitz,
Walden Books and the South PUnjkld
Observer office. . •

Library to Ho.
"Big Band"
Era Program
. The South Plainfield Free Public
Library will host a special program,
"The Big Band Era," on Sunday, Jan.
26, at 2 p.m. The audio/visual presen-
tation will feature the music of such
swing era icons as Duke Ellington,
Count Basie, Harry James and the
"king of swing" clarinet maestro Benny
Goodman.

The speaker for the program will be
Dr. Stephen F. Marcone. Dr. Marcone
is a former professional trumpet player
and is currently Graduate Studies Co-
ordinator Program Director of the
Music Management Program at Will-
iam Paterson University. He'll be speak-
ing on the stylistic differences of die
great American jazz bands of the 1930's
to mid 1940's. "Swing" became the
popular name of this music after
Ellington's 1932 composition, "It
Don't Mean a Thing if It Ain't Got
That Swing."

Prior to 1936, racial segregation was
instrumental in curbing the advance-
ment of jazz and in particular, black
musicians. Goodman changed all that.
He was the first white bandleader to
feature black and white musicians play-
ing together in public performances,
notably featuring the great pianist
Teddy Wilson and vibraphonist
Lionel Hampton.

The Basie band with the Count at
the piano, developed its own swing
style that featured extended solo im-
provisations. BflirlglSn, based at the
Cotton Club in Harlem, became the
most significant composer in jazz.

This audio/visual program is pre-
sented by the South Plainfield His-
torical Society, and is made possible
through funding from the NJ Coun-
cil for the Humanities, a state part-
ner of the National Endowment for
the Humanities. The program is pre-
sented free of charge and all are wel-
come.

Please join us for an afternoon of
musical memories on Jan. 26 at 2 p.m.
in the South Plainfield Library, located
at 2484 Plainfield Ave. in the South
Plainfield Municipal Complex. For ,
more information or directions, please
call (908) 754-7885.

•Log on to: http://communi-
ty.nj.com/cc/sphistorical society for
more information on this and future
programming.

Name the
New School!

Anyone who would like to sug-
gest a name for the new school un-
der construction at the Roosevelt
School site on Hamilton Blvd. should
submit their suggestion in writing.

Submit your name by Jan. 31 to
Dr. Thomas Butler, Interim Super-
intendent, South Plainfield Board of
Education, 305 Cromwell Place,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

ASSE International Student Exchange
Programs Accepting Applications

"A UNIQUE GIFT SHOP FOR ANY OCCASION"

Plan Your Next Ceramic
or Craft Birthday

Party with Vs

Come & save
with our Birthday

Parties and Less

% Great Craft
Programs Available
IN HOUSE OR AT YOUR LOCATION

1

ASSE International Student Ex-
change is now accepting applications
from host families for the 2003/2004
academic year. By hosting a foreign
exchange student from Europe, Asia,
North and South America, Australia,
New Zealand and South Africa, you
provide a rewarding opportunity to a
special teenager. These personable and
academically selected exchange stu-
dents are bright, curious and anxious
to learn about this country through
living as part of a family, attending
high school and sharing their own
culture and language with their newly
adopted host family. All students arc
well screened, insured, speak English
and come with their own spending1

money. The students arrive from their
home country shortly before school
begins and return at the end of the
school year.

Host families provide room and
board and guidance for their new son
or daughter while experiencing the joy
of watching a child grow academically
and culturally. Each exchange student
expects to bear his or her share of the
household responsibilities as well as
be included in normal family activi-
ties. When sharing your home with a
student from another culture, your
lives are enriched forever by your new
lifelong friendship!

For additional information about
hosting an ASSE exchange- student

We meet badge requrements for girl scouts & boy scouts

24 South Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield
(908) 755-5060 • Fax (908) 755-8729

Ghost Hunter/Psychic Jane
Doherty to Appear At Liquid Assets

Ladies don't miss a special appear-
ance by ghost hunter/psychic Jane
Doherty on Friday, Jan. 17 from 8-10
p.m. at Liquid Assets, 118 New Mar-
ket Ave. This is a special male revue
night for women only. Doherty will be
giving one of her ghost tours which
includes seeing her stomach go in and

out when she senses a ghost presence
in the dub and a description of what it
appears to be. See for yourself whafs
been reported in newspapers and on
TV

Tickets are $10 in advance and $15
at the door. For more information call
(908) 753-0290.

call Tonya Clark at (724) 238-3435
or 1-800-677-2773. Visit our website
at www.asse.com.

Our Celebrations
tend to attract a
small following.
It's no wonder children love .
coming to Bright Horizons.

We provide a safe world with
abundant opportunities for

exploration and a curriculum
that helps children discover

their limitless potential.
Join us for brunch with Frosty
in Frosty's Winter Wonderland

on January 25th
from 10:30 am -12:30 pm

Bright Horizons @ Southfield
Located near Middlesex Mall

I Cragwood Road
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

Call 908-822-2900 for more
information and to RSVP.

Bright Horizons
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Business Association
Meeting
January 16

The January meeting of the South
Plainfield Business Association will
hold their next meeting on Thursday,
Jan. 16, at Sherban's Diner at 9 a.m.

Members and non-members are
invited to attend.

VFW Voice of
Democracy Essay
Awards to be Presented
January 17

A Beef Stroganoff Dinner will be
held on Friday, Jan. 17 at VFW Post,
6763 on Front Street from 5 to 8 p.m.
Donation $7, children $3.50.

Awards will be presented to the win-
ners of the Voice of Democracy and
the Patriot's Pen Essay contests at 7
p.m. The public is invited.

For more information phone (908)
668-9751 after 3 p.m. daily and after
12 noon weekends.

AARP Chapter
4144 Meeting
January 20

AARP Chapter 4144 of South
Plainfield will meet on Jan. 20, in the
Senior Citizen Center, located at 90
Maple Ave. South Plainfield at 12:30.
Nancy Connor, a designer of custom
floral designs and decor decorating of
Interior Accents and Gifts will be the
guest speaker. It will not only be inter-
esting but fun also. Hope everyone had
a wonderful holiday season.

Terra Nova Garden
Club Meetings
January 20 & 22

The Terra Nova Garden Club will
hold its monthly meeting on Wednes-
day, Jan. 22 at 7 p.m. at the North
Edison Library, 777 Grove Ave. in
Edison. The evening's program is "Silk
Flower Design, The Tricks of the
Trade," a special presentation by Bar-
bara Hartman. Ms. Hartman, a board
member of the GCNJ, will demon-
strate how to create a variety of floral
designs, drawing on her many years
of experience in business. Anyone in-
terested in flower design, gardening
or flower crafts is welcome at any
meeting.

Garden Therapy, the service project
of Terra Nova GC, will take place at 1
p.m. on January 20 at the Muhlenberg
Adultcare Facility in Plainfield. The
theme for January is winter spirits.

Students New Year
Dance at Sacred Heart

January 24

A New Year Dance for all students
in grades 7, 8, 9 and 10 will be held
on Friday, Jan. 24, in the Sacred
Heart cafeteria. The dance runs from
7 to 11 p.m. (Lock down from 7:30
to 10:30 p.m.)

Music will be presented by
'Soundz Good Entertainment.' The
cost is $5, which includes soda and
chips.

Send Youw
Events toZ

South Plainfield Observer, 1110
Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South
Plainfield, NJ 07080; fax (908)

668-8819; email ggnan@aol.com.

What's
happening in

JANUARY

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake

9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool
(908) 754-1047

Senior Center
EVENTS

The Senior Citizen's Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 8:30 AM. TO 12:30 P.M.

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
Line Dancing Class began Jan. 16/

Thursdays at 11 AM
Tickets on sale for matinee perfor-
mance of "Some Like It Hot," Feb. 6

at NJ PAC. Cost S40

1
I Shopping at "

Pattimark 9AM

Practical Crafting

10-11AM

Line Dancing 11AM-Noon

Adult Crafts
9:30:11:30AM

Yoga 10:30-11:30AM
MRP Meeting Noon

20 Bingo 10-2 PM 2 1 Exercise & Walking22
Club 8:45-9:45AM
Movie 11:30 AM
AARP Crafts 1 PM

For additional information, call
Ginny O'Brien at 757-6057 or (908)
756-0633 ext. 10 or 12.

Debbie Boehm Will
Speak at Child's Play
January 24

The Starlight Supplement Presen-
tation by Debbie Boehm planned for
Child's Play Day Care Center in De-
cember, which had to be rescheduled
due to a holiday snowstorm, will now
be held on Friday, Jan. 24 at 6 p.m.

A portion of the proceeds will ben-
efit the day care center The public is
welcome to attend.

Rainbow Academy
Plans Open House
February 22

Rainbow Academy Child Care Cen-
ter, located at 2177 Oak Tree Rd., will
hold an Open House on Saturday, Feb.
22, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Rainbow Academy offers a variety
of programs to fit your child's needs,
from ages six weeks to 10 years. There
is limited space available for the in-
fant, nursery and pre-kindergarten
programs. Everyone who registers will
receive one free month of
ParentWatch, an internet viewing ser-
vice. For a demo of their video ser-
vices, visit their website at
www.parentwatch.com.

In addition to die Open House, you
are invited to visit the center for a tour
during normal operating hours (7a.m.
to 6:30 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day). For directions and additional in-
formation, visit their website at
www.rainbowacademy.com.

Out of Town —

Robert Klein Concert
January 18

Camden County Board of Free-
holders and Collingswood Borough
will present the timeless influential
comedy of Robert Klein at the
Scottishe Rite Auditorium, 5315
White Horse Pike in Collingswood.
The concert will be held Saturday,
Jan. 18 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $25 and
$28. Tickers are on sale now.

Probably no single event is more
indicative of Robert Klein's success
than his first sold-out concert at
Carnegie Hall in 1973, "The First
Annual Robert Klein Reunion." For
nearly two hours, Klein knocked out

23Shopping at

Pathmark9AM

Practical Crafting

10-11AM
Line Dancing 11AM-Noon
Pool Match10:30@ Pise

FRIDAY

Bingo 10-2PM 17

Bingo 10-2PM 2 4

his audience with his high-energy
comedy and comment. The critics
raved, and Klein affirmed his place
as a major personality in contempo-
rary entertainment and as an influ-
ence on a whole generation of come-
dians.

Tickets available at all County
stores: Echelon Mall, Winslow Ser-
vice Center and Cherry Hill Mall;
Collingswood Borough Hall, all
Ticketmaster locations, charge by
phone at (856) 338-9000 or (215)
336-2000, and at www.ticket-
master.com. For more information
call the concert hotline at (856) 216-
2170 Two dollars from each ticket is
directed toward theatre restoration.

WOWS Holding
Dance

January 19

Woodbridge Area Widows or Wid-
owers (WOWS) is holding a dance/
social at Elk's Hall, 665 Railway Ave.
in Woodbridge on Sunday, Jan. 19
from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. There will
be a live band along with refreshments.

Admission is $8. For more informa-
tion call (732) 297-1775 and make
sure you're there..

Martin Luther King,
Jr. Sunrise Breakfast
January 20

In celebration of the life and the
impact to diversity by the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the
Somerset County Cultural Diversity
Coalition announces its First Annual

Sunrise Breakfast scheduled for Mon-
day, Jan. 20, from 8 to 10 a.m. to be
held at the Somerset Medical Cen-
ter, Fuld Auditorium, marking what
would have been Dr. King's 74th
birthday.

Mr. Lawrence Hamm, Chairman
of the People's Organization for
Progress (P.O.P.) of Newark is sched-
uled as the keynote speaker. Mr.
Hamm, a distinguished advocate for
both domestic and international hu-
man rights was the youngest person
ever to be appointed to the Newark
Board of Education, at the age of sev-
enteen. A Princeton graduate, Mr.
Hamm brings a true passion for
causes of importance to all humans,
regardless of race, alike.

Donation is $5 at the door, which
includes a scrumptious buffet. For
reservations, contact Ms. Kay Hurd
at (908) 285-2960 or khurd®
somersethealthcare.com. For future
information about the Coalition, call
(908) 927-0618.

Starting Self-Help
Groups Free Workshop
January 25

The New Jersey Self-Help Group
Clearinghouse is conducting a free
workshop for persons interested in
starring a self-help group. It will cover
such topics as locating members, pub-
licity, finding a meeting location, struc-
turing the group, and how to conduct
your first meeting.

The workshop will be held Satur-
day, Jan. 25, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
Saint Clare's Health System Behav-

ioral Health, located on Powerville Rd.
in Boonton.

If you are interested in registering,
would like information, contact the
New Jersey Self-Help Group Clearing-
house at 1-800-367-6274, Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CHATS Adoption
Support Meeting
January 27

CHATS (ConnectedHearts Adop-
tion Triad Support), will meet 7:15 to
9:15 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 27, at
Watchung Ave. Presbyterian Church,
170 Watchung Ave. in North
Plainfield.

"Loss and Grieving in the Adoption
Triad" by Barbara A. Rail, LCSW,
adoptive mother and Senior Social
Worker and Adoption Coordinator for
Jewish Family Services of Central New
Jersey. Open sharing of adoption-re-
lated stories and light refreshments.
Check our Website at http://com-
munity.nj.com/cc/chats or call Alyce at
(732) 277-0607 for information.

Annual Antique
Bottle Club Show
February 2

The New Jersey Antique Bottle
Club (NJABC) will host its seventh
annual show and sale on Sunday, Feb.
2 at the Knights of Columbus Hall,
88 Jackson St., South River, from 9
a.m.. to 2 p.m. Admission is $2 for
adults and children under 12 arc free.
Home cooked food will be sold by The
SaintMary of Ostrabrama Seniors. For
information contact NJABC, 24 Charles
St., South River, NJ 08882-1603-(732)
519-2804 botlman(S)aol.corn or (732)
868-0510 xrdsrev@aol.com.

Soprano Lynn Norris
To Perform
February 2

The Monmouth Symphony Or-
chestra will present a concert on Feb.
2 at 3 p.m. in the Count Basie The-
atre in Red Bank. Soprano Lynn
Norris will be featured in Mozart's
Exultate Jubilate. In addition, Steven
A. Gosewisch will conduct the
"Serniramide" Overture by Rossini
and the Symphony in C Major by
Bizet. Reserved seat tickets are $20 for
adults, $18 for seniors (age 60 and
over), and $5 for college students.
School-age children accompanied by
an adult may obtain free tickets. For
reservations, please call the theatre
box office at (732) 842-9000.

. '^

ENCOURAGE YOUR ORGANIZATION TO
SENP US THEIR UPCOMING EVENTS We want
to add them to AROUND TOWN. It can make your
event more successful. Send them to us by mail,
fax or e-mail.

SEND US INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR
MILESTONES, i.e., promotions, births, engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, graduations,
include photos. Share your good news with the
community!

IF THERE IS SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO
MAKES A DIFFERENCE in South Plainfield?
Thank them by letting us know.

USE THE OBSERVER AS AN ADVERTISING
TOOL. Introduce your business to the commu-
nity. Promote your specials or sales. Residents
would rather patronize local businesses than
travel out of town. It is more convenient and it's
good, for the local economy.

SUGGEST A BUSINESS FOR US TO
SPOTLIGHT. If you have had great service in
South Plainfield, share it with your neighbors
through the newspaper.

SUBMIT LETTERS TO THE EDITOR to allow
readers to discuss and react to issues.

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS. If you have an event,
take a photo, write a caption identifying the event
and people and send it to us. The best photos
record action and don't include so many people
that it is impossible to identify anyone. Please
don't send us photocopies or laser prints. They
don't reproduce well.

HOW TO CONTACT US. By mail: 1110 Hamilton
Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080;
By phone: 908-668-001 0; By fax: 908-668-8819;
By email: ggnan@aol.

SUBSCRIBE. It's $25. (in town) for one year!!
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Speakers Spice Up Learning in Middle School Health Class

Story/photos by Patricia Abbott

There's no snoozing behind text-
books in Susan Slinger's Middle
School Health class. Speakers on a
wide array of health related topics re-
place the drudgery of page turning.
Middle School students switch out of

gym for Health class once a year.
Slinger has just five and a half weeks
to cover a lot of material. She has
found a way to ensure her students get
the most out of those few weeks/.

Slinger said, "I created a program
of speakers to make the classes more
realistic, more interesting and provide

by Pa

srnore than approve ot Middle School
Health teacher Susan Slinger's inno-
vative approach to teaching. In mid
Novembei Slingei held a ici tot par-
ents before starting her seventh sradc
Sex Education program. The tea, held
in the chorus room, was to introduce
the parents to Slinger and inform
them about her program. The evening
consisted of refreshments, a detailed
talk about the content of the class as
well as a question and answer period:
Over fifty parents attended. Slinger
said all were enthusiastic about the
program and appreciated knowing ex-

md educ

heir child would be
nger noted many of

her for the program
ce to learn about it.
t introducing herself
the parents jbout die
portant She said "1

held the tea because I felt if I were
a parent of a seventl
human sexuality was t
taught I would want to know who
the person is that is cc
I'd wont to know how they are
teaching them, and what methods

using because Ls a vcrv importer ii
topic Ivi-vivn parents tlieii chil-
dren and theeducatoi "

FAST APPROVALS...GREAT RATES...PERSONAUZED SERVICE
We Specialize in No Cost Refinancing

Free Pre-Qualifications
Purchases • Refinance • Debt Consolidation

Past Credit Problems Understood
No Income Verification Loans

Borrow up to 125% of Value • Loans
Mixed Use and Commercial Properties

Mike Dixon
President

Se Habla Espanol 908-822-0090
2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E South Plainfield, NJ

more student involvement. Without
speakers who have current informa-
tion, students might be just using an
outdated textbook and worksheets. I
try to make the classes more involved,
up-to-date and game situations work
very well."

Guests visiting Slinger's class this
school year include: The American
Cancer Society and Latyngectomies;
cancer survivors who have lost their
voice box to the disease. Planned Par-
enthood speaking on harassment and
decision making, Middlesex County
Health Department on tobacco, an-
orexia and bulimia, South Plainfield
High School Peer Leaders, who spoke
on multiple topics such as learning to
say "No!" James Moloughney, parent
of a middle school student and an at-
torney, spoke about teens and the law.

Health class topics run the gamut
from first aid, safety and substance
abuse to communicable diseases, mak-
ing the right decisions and self esteem.
Slinger said, "The focus of this pro-
gram is choosing a healthy life style."
The First Aid course teaches students
the correct way to perform the Heim-
lich Maneuver using a rubber figure
apdy named Choking Charlie. They
learn to rescue a choking infant or child
with a Rugrats Tommy doll and baby
dolls. Safety covers die importance of
wearing protective gear while roller
blading, skateboarding or bike riding.
Safety includes; handling home emer-

gencies such as fire or electric shock as
well as Internet use. Drug awareness
includes everything from seemingly
innocent over the counter medications
to designer and club drugs. The dan-
gers of alcohol and tobacco are also dis-
cussed in depth.

A favorite among the youths is the
New Jersey National Guard Drug Re-
duction Program and the Drug Jeop-
ardy game. SPC Ruzicka and SSGT
Keuscher spoke frankly to the youths
about the dangers of substance abuse.
The class watched a film covering dan-
gerous substances andsubstance abuse.
The class was split into three teams. In
turn they chose from topics such as

Inhalants, Alcohol, Tobacco, Mari-
juana, Club Drugs and Miscellaneous.
A correct answer, in the form of a ques-
tion earned them another shot at the
board.

The many speakers-NJ National
Guard, parents, lawyers, health profes-
sionals and educators, anorexic/bulimic
patients and others-teach the students
about the many dangers in their every
day lives and how to avoid them. Their
goal is to guide the youths towards
making the right choices. Susan
Slinger's program allows the youths to
speak and listen to real people and see
first hand the results of bad decisions,
something no textbook could ever do.

southplainfieldpeople

Milestones
Davonna Approvato Named NJ Student Ambassador Program

Twelve-year-old South Plainfield
resident Davonna Approvato has been
selected to participate as a 2003 New
Jersey Ambassador with the People to
People Program.

The People to People Program was
founded by President Dwight D.
Eisenhower in 1956 in an effort to
bring citizens around the world to-
gether to work toward world peace.
Through the program, students travel
abroad to meet with peers in other
countries, participate in homestays and
experience the diverse cultures and his-
tory of the destinations visited.

Davonna is a seventh grade student
at Sacred Heart School in South Plain-
field. She is active as a vocalist and has
served as a cantor with the Sacred

Davonna Approvato
Heart Children's Choir and a member
of the Diocesan Youth Choir. She is a
member of the Sacred Heart Varsity
Cheerleading squad, Girl Scout Troop

#463 and has participated in the South
Plainfield Summer Drama Workshop.

Davonna is the daughter of David
and Donna Approvato and grand-
daughter of Clement and Dorothy
Approvato of South Plainfield.

Davonna will travel to Italy, France
and Spain this summer for a 28-day
Mediterranean program as a member
of a delegation of 40 junior high and
high school students from the state led
by selected educators. She is currently
seeking assistance in the form of spon-
sorships from local businesses and also
any organizations that would be will-
ing to allow her to set up a fundraising
table at any of their upcoming events.
Call the Observer at (908) 668-0010 if
you would like to jhelp.

Subscribe online at
www.spobserver.com

bserver

Lori Kuchert Receives Degree
The University of Alabama awarded

1,352 degrees at their fall commence-
ment ceremony held on the Tuscaloosa
campus. Among the students listed as
candidates to receive degrees was Lori

Need a Painter $
PAINT/HARDWARE

tirVail Paiittf-
Hardware

Visit Vail Paint-
Hardware, your
local Benjamin

Moore dealer, for
the best paint,

best advice.

Corner Front St. &
South Plainfield Ave.

908756-9950

Check out the
Business &

Professional
Listings

on page 11.

If you'd like to advertise in the Business & Professional
Services section of the Observer, call 908-668-0010

Lynn Kochut of South Plainfield.
Brandt Ayers, editor and publisher

of The Annistm Star, gave the com-
mencement address and received the
Henry and Julia Tutwiler Distin-
guished Service Award in recognition
of his exceptional service to the people
of Alabama as well as to the Univer-
sity.

With this graduating class, UA has
awarded more than 183,000 degrees
since its founding in 1831 as the state's
first public university.

Class of 1989
Seeks Classmates

The South Plainfield High School
class of 1989 reunion committee is in
the process of planning their 15-year
reunion.

The projected date for the reunion
will be the night of Nov. 27,2004. If
you are interested or know someone
who may be interested, please contact
the committee via email at sphsclass-
of89@Yahoo.com, or contact the
South Plainfield Middle School at
(908) 754-4620,ext. 307togiveyour
current contact information.
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Mayor Dan Gallagher welcomes the newly elected members of the South Plainfield Rescue Squad.

South Plainfield Rescue Squad Holds
Their Annual Installation Dinner

The South Plainfield Rescue Squad
held their 2003 Installation Dinner at
the Holiday Inn on Saturday, Jan. 4.

Rescue Squad and Woman's Auxil-
iary relatives, friends and special guests
were all on hand to show their sup-
port to South Plainfield's all volunteer
rescue squad members and their newly
elected officers.

Rescue Squad officers installed for
the year 2003 are as follows: Presi-
dent Brian Anderson, Vice President
Steven Keleman, Corresponding Sec-
retary Carol Grennier, Recording Sec-
retary Heidi Quinn, Treasurer Glen
Ewing, Captain Ron Sward, First Lieu-
tenant Pete Magnani, Second Lieuten-

ant Greg Rowlands, Night Sergeant
Ed Laferrera, Chaplain Rich Hamilton.
Delegates are Rich Hamilton, Pete
Magnani, Glen Ewing. Alternate Del-
egates are Steven Keleman, Katie
Baron, Bill Fekete. Trustees are Jose
Heavens, Brian Anderson, Jim Wallace;
Executive Board, Carol Grennier, Bill
Fekete, Ron Sward, Pete Magnani,
Heidi Quinn; historian is Keely
Heyman.

Ladies Auxiliary for 2003 are Presi-
dent Dark Woodel, Vice President
Kathy Smolinski, Corresponding Sec-
retary Denise Nero, Recording Secre-
tary Tracy Miller, Treasurer Joanne
Eroglu and Historian Pat Fizur.

Members of the Cadet Corps are
President Randy Gemenden, Vice
President Kristen Fredericks and Trea-
surer Kristen Fredericks..

Service Awards for the Rescue
Squad were given to the following for
years of service Michael Zushma, 20
years; Linda Zushma, 15 years; Ed
Laferrera, Greg Rowlands, Robert
Dolan, 5 years; Past President, Michael
Zushma.

The following Service Awards were
presented by the Ladies Auxiliary: 20
Year Awards to Pat Fizur, Marion
Gallagher and Joan "Dolly" Curcio.

The evening included entertainment
and dancing to music by Fine Tuning.

Art on Display in Main Office at Riley School
January 2003 began with a display

of the fourth installation of "Art for
the Main Office" at Riley School.

Barbara Harris, art teacher at Riley,
is the exhibit's organizer.

The student artists, all fourth grad-
ers, are Diana Aguilar, Jonathan

Ditmars, Nicole Heilman and Carlos
Silva.

The art works are still life reliefs cre-
ated with pastels and Elmer's glue.
These art projects grew out of a unit
on Impressionism which all the Riley
students have been studying under the

direction of Harris. The students
learned that the 19* century Impres-
sionists utilized newly developed art
materials, including pastels.

The fourth graders also viewed still
lifes by Monet, Degas and Renoir to
help inspire their images.

NEWJTEAR
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Lowest Prices
Highest Quality

Large Assortment

Fresh!
Fruit • Fish • Dairy
Vegetables • Salad Bar
Sushi • Baked Goods
Deli • Cut Flowers

1620 Park Avenue (formerly Acme) South Plainfield

Times Square Replica
Appears in South Plainfield

The White family wanted to make
their annual New Year's Eve party ex-
tra special this year. Herb White de-
signed and created a New Year's Eve
ball for their front yard, to be low-
ered at midnight.

Allyson White was in charge of
lowering the ball and Kaleigh White

had the honor of switching the
lighted 2003 sign. The event was wit-
nessed and enjoyed by the Ledden
Terrace neighborhood, family and
friends.

The White family is going to make
this their new "Times Square South"
tradition.

Tax Assistance Program for
Seniors Will be Offered

AARP and the IRS will again be
offering their income tax assistance
program to the senior population. The
Tax Consultants for the Elderly (TCE)
are getting ready for the new season,
reviewing and updating their informa-
tion for the 2002 tax year. The pro-
gram will run from Feb. 11 to April
IS and is open to all area residents.

Anyone interested in getting their
tax forms prepared can come to the
South Plainfield Senior Center located
at 90 Maple Ave. on Tuesdays and
Thursdays between the hours of 9 a.m.
and noon. Service will be on a first
come/first serve basis with priority to
the elderly.

Please bring all information that is
required to complete tax forms such as
a copy of last year's tax return, all forms
of income such as W2s, CD and bank
and bond interest, stock dividends,
capital gains/losses, a copy of 2002 real
estate tax, etc. If itemizing, please bring
all receipts or accounting of medical,
dental, prescriptions, charitable contri-
butions and other deductible expenses.

Assistance will also be available to
those residents who do their own tax
returns but would like consultants to
check them over or have any questions.
Additionally, assistance will be available
to seniors needing help with other
forms such as PAAD, PRT, Lifeline,
Homestead Rebate, Heap and NJ
Saver.

For farther information, contact
Joann Graf at the So. Plainfield Senior
Center at (908) 754-1047.

Vendors
Needed

Roosevelt School is sponsoring
a Vendor's Day on Saturday, Feb.
8 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. For fur-
ther information, please contact
Therese Montouri at (908) 769-
5270.

All requests must be made no
later than Wednesday, Jan. 29 in
order to secure a spot.
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Super Bowl Catering
•6 IT SUBS'SIOPPY JOE TRAYS'HOMEMABE SAIAD

ABORTED HERO TRAYS • (HIPS I COOKIES

HOMETOWN HEROS
Homemade Potato, Pasta,

Cole Slaw & Macaroni Salads
340 Hamilton Blvd. So. Plainfield

908-755-HERO
Open 6AM

"Quality Food For The Everyday Hero"
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South PlainfieldScouting
Brownie Troops
830 and 428 Make
A Joyful Sound

On Dec. 20, Roosevelt School's first
grade Brownie Troop #830 and third
grade Troop #428 caroled their way
into the Cedar Oaks Care Center on
Durham Ave.

The Brownies filled the halls with
joyful sounds of Christmas!! After
they caroled on each floor, they per-
formed in the lounge.

The girls each brought two dozen
homemade cookies to accompany the
hot cocoa that they helped serve and
share with the residents there!! They
also took great pride in presenting the
residents with handpainted penguin
cookie can table ornaments, that they
did as a recycling project!!

The "joy" that they gave this holi-
day season will be long remembered
by both the brownies and the residents
there. Pictured here from Troop #830
are: Nina Bavosa, Nikole Desclafani,
Taylor Jankoski, Lauryn Loalbo,
Joanna Marston, Meghan Skelly and
Kristen Wong. Pictured here from
Troop #428 arc: Miranda Black, Chey-
enne Bloodgood, Amanda Boronkas,
Amber Kato, Melissa Pasternak, Kim-
berly Petronko, Alyssa Ragno, Jessica
Rapatski, Rachel Scrudato and Tyler
Stranzenbach.

Cub Pack 423 Hosts Annual Dinner Gala
The South Plainfield Cub Scout

Pack 324 hosted its annual December
Dinner "Gala" in mid-December at
Kennedy School.

This much anticipated event allows
the whole family to come together
with all the Dens within the Pack, al-
lowing the scouts and their family to
enjoy an evening of fun together.

As always, Santa dropped in to get
the dinner party energized!

Holiday cards were made for dis-
tribution to a local senior citizen cen-
ter.

Tlie event ended with all the scouts
and their siblings, exchanging two
dozen cookies from a wide variety of
tastes and selections.

Have Yavt
Purchased

Your Brick Yet?
Show jour support for our local firemen. Your \

purchase of a brick will help fund the South

Plainfield Firemen '$ Memorial to be built next to the

Senior Citizen Center. Your brick

will be engraved with the name of

jour choice and placed on the path

to the memorial. Bricks can be purchased

for onlj $75 for individuals or $175 for busi-

Where
Would We

Be Without
Volunteers?

nesses.

CALL JOHN COTONE AT 908-756-4761 TO PURCHASE YOUR BRICK

Cub Pack 224 Collect Food
and Toys for Pets

Fourth grader Willie Hartmann
wanted to make a difference this year
at Christmas for some special home-
less pets. He approached an animal
rescue group called A Lifeline for Ani-
mals (ALFA).

Willie spoke to Marie at Petsmart
in Watchung and she was more than
happy to lend her assistance. Willie
then spoke to his Cub Scout Pack 224
and enlisted their help, inviting Marie
to come to their November Pack meet-
ing.

Marie gave Willie and Pack 224 a

wish list from the pets. She also
brought some pets with her to show
the boys. The boys collected pet food
and toys for the pets. Willie and his
Cub Scout Den also made scratching
posts for cats.

Willie even enlisted the help of the
Riley School students by putting a
flyer out asking the students to donate
to his cause. It was a great success. The
pets had a great Cnnstmas thanks to
Riley school students, Cub Scout Pack
224 and the kindhearted child Willie
Hartmann.

On the Road
to Recovery?

We'll get you there in a jiffy!

Physical Jherapy Center
of

South Plainfield
& Woodbridge

908-668-1951

Neurological- Orthopaedic
TMJ Dysfunction

I Workers Compensation & Medicare Approved

D.A.R.E.
To keep kids off drugs

2OO3

CONGRATULATE THE 2003 DARE GRADUATES!
Become a sponsor in the Observer's special recognition supporting the DARE (Drug Abuse

Resistance Education) students. For $25 we will add you to the full page ad. You may
personalize your ad if you have a family member who is graduating from the DARE program.

CALL (90S) 668-0010 FOR INFORMATION OR TO PLACE YOUR AD.
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Sports
WRESTLING By Bob Hunter

Tigers Strong At Roselle Park Tournament
Tigers wrestlers competing in the

annual Roselle Park Dad's Club Wres-
tling Tournament did a great job this
past weekend. This two day event was
a good one for the Tigers who
crowned seven individual champions
with seventeen other wrestlers placing
in the top four.

The action opened on Saturday for
the Bantam and Midget wresders and
on Sunday for the Junior and Inter-
mediate wrestlers. The Tigers went
right to work in the Bantam division
with Anthony Ashnault, 50, winning
his first three matches by fell, Ashnault
then won his final by major decision
11-2 over Luke Graboyes of Watchung
Hills. Scott Whalen, 57, kept things
going winning his first three matches
and went on to score a major decision
over Alenick Richardson of Pascack

Hills 11-0 in the finals. Alex Lundy
(Hwt.) won two major decisions and
won a close 4-2 decision to reach the
finals where he won a 4-2 decision over
Jason Simms of Iselin.

Kyle Brady, 53, won his semi final
match 9-5, but lost in the finals for sec-
ond place. Stephen Petriello, 70, also
came up short in his final but won
three matches on the day and second
place. Third place went to Joseph
Jakubik, 50, when he defeated Phil
Woods, 5-3.

Also winning matches at Bantam were
Bobby Kolvites, 50; Andrew Sanchez,
57; Troy Heilmann, 60; Cory Stasenko,
60 and Shawn Gorman (Hwt.).

In the Midget division Ryan Sacco,
67, won his first three matches to reach
the finals. He then pinned Steve
Kalkadis of Roselle Park at 1:22 for first

Tigers Defeat Del Val 36-30
After the recording their 400* win

on Friday night, the Tigers didn't
have much time to celebrate, because
they traveled to Delaware Valley to
face their long time rival.

The match started with 103 pound
Jimmy Conroy who got the Tigers
off to an early 6-0 lead, pinning Scott
Fulton at 1:16. The Tigers then
dropped the next four bouts and were
trailing 21-6 heading into the 135
pound match. Peter DeAndrea 135,
got the Tigers back on track with a
15-3 major decision over Matt Carr.
Paul Ritchey 140, also won by ma-
jor decision 11-3 over Mike Spadone.
After forfeiting 145, the Tigers
trailed 27-14 at the halfway point.

That's when the Tigers made theit
come back. Guy Severini 152, won a
9-7 decision over Keith Markus.

Glenn Gross 160, then scored an-
other major decision 21-11 over
Chris Ferry. The Tigers were only
down by six when senior Co-Captain
Steve Johnson 71 took the mat.
Johnson tied the score when he re-
corded the fall at 5:25 over Dave But-
ler. But it wasn't over yet, junior Joe
DeBiase 189, was tied at 1-1 with
Frank Kurtz heading into overtime.
DeBiase wasted little time scoring the
takedown, securing a 3-1 victory.

Rob Maistickle 215, only need a
win to put it away. But it was not
meant to be when he dropped a 11-
10 OT decision to George Peterson.
With the score now 30-30, it was up
to Ryan Elliot heavyweight, however
Del Val could not answer the call and
had to forfeit the heavyweight match,
giving the Tigers a 36-30 win.

place. John Wylam, 85, won his semi-
final match by major decision and his
final by fall over TJ Disney of Clark.

Mike Wagner came home with sec-
ond place honors losing a 7-6 decision
in the finals. Fourth place went to
Randy Jakubik, 70, and William
Whitefleet (Hwt.). Also winning
matches but not placing were Kevin
Smith, 67; Rich Szeliga, 67; Mike
Molinaro, 70; Kyle Hughes, 77; Corey
Hay, 80; Ryan Billich, 85 and Zach
Mitchell, 102.

In the Junior division Patrick Hunt-
er, 80, won his first three matches by
major decision, tech-fall and fall before
posting a 6-2 decision over Taylor
Trumbetti of Pascack Hills for first
place. Rocco Petriello (Hwt.) won his
final by fall at 0:52 over Joe Kami of
Pascack Hills. Third place honors went
to Nick Vetuschi, 85, winning by de-
cision 10-5 over Rich West and Mike
Dandola Hwt. Fourth place went to
Jonathan Conroy, 110. Also winning
matches where Nick Heilmann, 73;
Nick Pauls, 73; Joe Gonzales, 77; Joey
Vetuschi, 83; Jake Smithline, 95; Jus-
tin Smith, 95; Nick Vallone, 102;
Danny Pompilio, 102; Umit Cayli,
121 and Brad Martin, 121.

In the Intermediate division Rob-
ert Gentile, 75, came up short in his
final losing by decision to Dan White
of South Brunswick for second place.
Sam Martin, 129, won his first to
matches to reach the finals but lost a
close 8-4 decision to Nick Murray of
Bound Brook for second place. Third
place went to An Vo, 85; Billy
Ashnault, 90-95; Nick Dorey, 108;
Mikejakubik, 114 and Mark Wagner,
121. Fourth place went to Jacob
Roscoha, 85; Jack Doong, 114 and
Travis Noll, 145.

Registration Set for
Pop-Warner Football/

Cheerleading
Registration will be held on Fri-

day, Mv 7 at the PA.L. building
from 6 to 8 p.m. and Saturday. Feb.
8 at the EAX. building, 10 a.m. to
Noon.

\"isit us at our Web-site ,u www.
ETEAMS.COM SPEAGI E-S for

Knights are Holding Free
Throw Championships

All boys and girls ages 10 to 14 are
invited to participate in the local level
of competition for the 2003 Knights
of Columbus Free Throw Champion-
ship.

Competition will start on Saturday,
Feb. 1 at the Riley School gymnasium
on Morris Ave.

Boys and girls ages 12, 13 and 14

Is your business
headed in the right

direction?

Advertise in the Observer.
Call 908-668-0010 for rates.

will start at 10am. Boys and girls ages
10 and 11 will start at 11 a.m.

All participants are required to fur-
nish proof of age (birth certificate) and
written parental contestant.

For more information, contact John
Salerno at (908) 755-1425 or come
to Riley School on Feb. 1 at 9 a.m. to
register.

Winners go to the Continental
Arena for the championship which will
be held at a later date.

9th Annual "SuperSKills^
~\ INT'l

.WINTER INDOOR
SOCCER CAMP

* Boys & Girls ages 3-12

f Joy-Filled Sessions
Kicks-off wk of February 2nd.'

JCC of Central NJ Scotch Plains
inman Sports Club North Edison

YBI-YWHA Highland Park
PROFESSION/U SMEF

I LIMITED ENROLLMENT-Call today to reserve

732-777-1600

SWIMMING

JCC Blue Dolphins Shine
During All-Star Meet

The JCC Blue Dolphins participated
in the State All-Star Invitational last
month. The All-star meet consisted of
hundreds of athletes throughout New
Jersey and New York: South Plainfield
had a number of residents that partici-
pated in the event. Results from the
All-star Invitational by age group are
listed below.

All-star Invitational
The 6 + Under Girls-Kate Mc-

Laughlin placed first in both the free-
style and backstroke.

The 6+ Under Boys-Sean Cullen
placed first in the breaststroke and sec-
ond in the free-style. Joey Valentino
placed second in the backstroke and
third in the free-style. Aidan McDer-
mott placed first in the free-style.

In the girls 7-8-year-old events-
Kate O'Brien placed first in the breast-
stroke and fourth in the IM. Maggie
Valentino placed second in the IM,
third in the backstroke and fifth in the
butterfly. Kelly McLaughlin placed
third in the breaststroke; Gracie Piekar-
ski placed fourth in the breaststroke.

In the 7-8 boys events-David
Brzozowski took third in backstroke.

In the 9-10 girls events-Emily Pie-
karski placed second in the IM, second
in the free-style and sixth in the breast-
stroke. Chelsea Cullen placed sixth in

the IM, fifth in the breaststroke and
third in the butterfly. In the boys events
DylanMcDermott placed secondin the
IM, fust in the free-style and second in
the breaststroke.

In the 13-14 boys events-Philip
Luzny placed first in the free-style,
breaststroke and in butterfly. Emmett
Marsili placed sixth in the IM and sec-
ond in the backstroke.

In the 15-18 girls events-Nina
Byard placed first in the IM, free-style
and backstroke. Becky Brzozowski
placed third in the IM, fifth in the
backstroke and second in the breast-
stroke. Allison Banas placed sixth in
the Free-style, fourth in backstroke and
in breaststroke. In the Boys 15-18
events Calvinjohn Smiley placed first
in the IM, first in the free-style and in
backstroke.

Nina Byard, Philip Luzny, Calvin
John Smiley and Kate McLaughlin
placed first in all events that they com-
peted. Other All-stars from South
Plainfield that participated were: Abby
Petritsch, Liam McDermott, Elizabeth
Rue, Joanna Luzny, Amanda Ray,
Debbie Brzozowski and Michelle O'
Sullivan. The Blue Dolphin season re-
sumed on Jan. 12. The JCC Blue
Dolphin's will be attempting to com-
plete anther undefeated season.

-Submitted by Glenn Cullen

By Kevin Lykes

jun - ^lubnotes,
Krar FINAL chance to register in person will be Thursday and Friday,

January 16-17 from 6-9 p.m. Also Saturday, Jan. 18 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the clubhouse on Kenneth Ave.. Winter rates are now in eifect; $95 for a
single player; $125 for two players; $145 for three or more players. Birth certifi-
cates are required for all players new to this league.

Registrations are being accepted by mail through Jan. 31. Go to our website
at www.spjbc.com, print out a copy of our registration form (you will need one
per player), fill it out, sign it, and return with check and copy of birth certificate
to S.EJ.B.G, PO Box 166, South Plainfield, NJ 07080. REGISTRATIONS
MUST BE POSTMARKED BY JANUARY 31,2003!

NOTE—some problems have been experienced trying to access the registra-
tion form. It is important to include the "www" portion of the address when
you log on. After Jan. 31a flat $100 late registration fee will be in effect and all
multiple player discounts will expire, so please come out and register now for the
upcoming season. Also, all players whose registrations are received after Jan. 31
will be held back and added to teams after the formal draft. This is to ensure that
we have a pool of players to replace anyone who decides not to play.

All those interested in becoming umpires or coaches can sign up at this regis-
tration as wch. Potential managers and coaches should consider attending our
monthly meetings held on the first Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the
clubhouse. Attendance and involvement in dub activities is a consideration when
selecting coaches and managers.

Ponytail Softball Registration Starts Jan. 26
Registration for Ponytail Softball

starts on Jan. 26 and runs until March
3. Ponytail Softball is open to all South
Plainfield resident girls, ages 8 to 13
as of Oct. 1,2002. Games are played
at Pitt Street Park. The fee is $35 per
participant; there are no refunds. Birth
certificates are required at registration.
New participants to the program

should bring proof of residency.
Coaches will be fingerprinted and
must attend a safety clinic as well as a
coaches instructional clinic.

Register at the PAL, Monday
through Friday, 8:30 to 5 p.m, and
on the first and third Monday of the
month from 6 to 8 p.m.

For info, call the PAL at 226-7714.

«!Xmi]GGCIDD3G0(inXO^
~7~T

IJCMA Special Som&ow
cVa&e.KtiK£.'s D Q M ^e iJeend

3-hi. U, Sat. 15 & Sun. 16 (J?
/ | RESERVE NOW]

• Fresh Fish • Choice Steaks • 18 Wines
X UJTUMjU-lU O By the Glass • 12 Draught Beers

Restaurant St Pub 2S01 VkinfieUAve., South <Phinfiztd,(908) 757-1818
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Preview

High School
by Tim Morgan

Boys' and Girls' Varsity Basketball
The South Plainfield High School

Boys' Varsity Basketball Team was off
to an auspicious start at the beginning
of the season, winning the Tri-County
Christmas Tournament, held at
Rahway High School. They advanced
past Rahway in the semi-final round,
and stole the title from Westfield in the
final.

Last year, the Tigers posted a 13-11
record and were fourth in the White

• Division.
Head Coach Jeff Lubreski, who is

currently leading his 17th season, said,
"Thus fat, our inexperience has shown.
However, our talent has shown as well.
Hopefully, as the season progresses and
we gain experience, we will garner a
few more wins." He believes that last
year's team did have more experience,
but that this year's team has more raw
talent.

Three key seniors have departed
from last year's starting lineup, but that
does not mean. Coach Lubreski has
been unable to devise new lineups.
Last year's team had one major lineup;
this year's has several.- Lubreski has

-been alternating his athletes in various
orders to be able to see which players
feed off of each other's talents the most.
Presumably, his strategy is to utilize all
of his player's talents and to see which
group jells the most. Seniors Mike
Allocco and Phil Veinott (both for-
wards); juniors Jon Buggey (guard),
Corey Gilmore (guard), and Ian
Robinson (forward); and sophomores
Marquis Jones and Darren Smith (both
guards) have all seen playing time in
the starting Varsity lineups. Junior
guard Ryan Decker and sophomore
forward Mike Richard both capably
lend support as reserves.

A statistic worth mentioning is that
Jones is accomplishing the double-
double act. He is averaging over 11
points and ten rebounds per game.

Gilmore and Jones are the team cap-
tains.

Lubreski said that two of his team's
goals are to finish the season in the
upper half of the White Division (third
or above) and to advance at least an-
odier round in both the GMC and
State Tournament.

The Tigers were eliminated in the
first round of the Sectionals last year,
but advanced to the second round (past
the preliminary round) of the GMC

Tournament before being beaten.
Lubreski feels that his team has a real-
istic chance of making it at least to the
second round of the former and quar-
ter-final round of the latter, because the
speed of his athletes will be "...a diffi-
cult match-up."

Also, Coach Lubreski attributes the
conditioning and speed combination
that his team works on in practice to
their performance. The stamina of the
players is one of their stronger points.

Two teams in the White Division
the athletes are particularly motivated
against are Colonia and Bishop Ahr.

The Tigers have had four home
games so far and are encouraged by
the attendance.

Assistant coaches include Mike
Allocco as a Varsity Assistant, Bob
Jones as the Junior Varsity Coach, and
Tim Serbe as the Freshman Coach, all
of whom work with Lubreski to build
a stronger Varsity team now and for
the future.

The South Plainfield High School
Girls' Varsity Basketball Team has also
performed promisingly so far. They
placed second overall_in their opening
tournament, the Perth Amboy Invita-
tional. Their current record is a propi-
tious 6-1, and as of January 10, they
were first in the White Division. Their
sole loss was to Perth Amboy by five
points.

The Lady Tigers have "a good re-
turning group," accordingto 19* year
Head Coach Willard Schulte. They
only had one key loss from last year.
The fact that the squad has so many
returning starters is a key factor in their
success so far.

Seniors Kristina Cwiekalo (center)
and Kelly Eustice (forward), juniors
Johanna Hedler (point guard) and
Jessa Jones (guard), and sophomore
Danielle Arndt (guard) constitute the
starting lineup. Also, junior Ngozi
Okparaeke will see some Varsity time
when she returns to action. Senior
guards Melissa Scotto and Judy Ringel
and junior guards Shade Coleman and
Chiara Tomei (also a forward) ably lend
their assistance as substitutes.

Cwiekalo, Eustice, Jones, and Ringel
are the team captains.

Last year's team placed second in the
White Division with a respectable 16-
10 record and also qualified for the fi-
nal eight (semi-finals) in die GMC

Get the results you're after!
Join the ranks of satisfied customers who advertise in
the Observer. Choose what's right for you- Classified,

Business &Professional Services section or display ads.

Call now for information on advertising.

win -idinfield
Observer
Your #1 Source- for South Plainfield Hews

www.$pobse,rve.r.com • email:ggnan@aol.com

9O8-668-OO1O

Tournament and the Sectional finals in
the State Tournament. This year's
team is looking to advance to the final
four (finals) in the GMC Tournament,
to do well in the State Tournament,
and to win the White Division. Those
goals are plausible, because the Lady
Tigers have a better defense and more
team-oriented offense which makes
them much more well-rounded (than
last year), according to Schulte. The
squad has three different lead scorers,
because they no longer have thegradu-
ated Kelly Ritchey to rely on this time
around. It is also worth noting that
they are averaging IS more points per
game than last year and are haying less
turnovers.

"I'm really proud of these kids and
the hard work they've put in, which I
really think has made a difference," said
Schulte. Some of that productive hard
work includes strength training and
conditioning.

Some of the team's main rivals are
North Brunswick, Bishop Ahr, and es-
pecially Perth Amboy, whose close vic-
tory over the Lady Tigers has given
them even more initiative in the White
Division battle.

Karen Decker (Junior Varsity) and
John Greco (Freshmen) are the Assis-
tant Coaches. They work together
with Schulte for the benefit of the Var-
sity team.

Schulte believes the team has a very
good oudook. He said, "We are bet-
ter now than I thought we would be
in this stage,"

BOWLING By Ralph Fech

Boley Medalist in GMC Qualifying
Round; Jamieson in GMC Finals

The Greater Middlesex Conference
held its individual Qualifying Bowling
Tournament recendy at Carolier Lanes
with approximately 400 bowlers com-
peting.

Congratulations to freshman Bev-
erly Jamieson (pictured far left) who

ofl69-245-146fora560
junior Vicki Boley (pictured

at right) who topped all individual
scoring as she fired games of 205-258-
194 for a superb 657 set and top spot
in the qualifying round. Both girls will
compete in die finals next Wednesday.

Sophomore Shawn Ferguson rolled
222-204-197 for a 623 set but despite
the effort, missed qualifying by a mere
seven pins-as the cut offscore was 630.

Nice bowling Tigers. Beverly Jamieson and Vicki Boley

Girls Rip North Brunswick,
But Fall To Colonia

SPHS 787-765-778-2330
No. Brunswick 745-642-641-2028

The Girls Bowling Team swept all
three games and ran away with the
North Brunswick Raiders. Vicki Boley
topped individual scoring with games
of 170-192-185 for a 547 set. Kim
Gaub fired 170-175 and 494 set. The
girls record stands at 7-4-1.

SPHS 849-776-767-2372
Colonia 846-948-997-2791

The Girls Bowling Team fell to a
tough Colonia squad as the Tigers split
the first two games, but were over-
whelmed in the crucial finale. Junior
Vicki Boley stroked games of 209-
179-190 for a 576 set and teammate
Meredith Cooper rolled a 184 and 485
set. The girls record stands at 7-5-1.

Boys Drop Matches to Powerful
St. Joseph's and Sizzling Colonia

SPHS 886-818-802-2506
St. Joseph's 991-963-975-2929

The Boys Bowling Team could not
keep up the pace with St. Joseph's and
dropped all three games to the ranked
Falcons.

Matt Boley took bowling honors for
the Tigers with games of 213-182
while teammate Anthony Ingerto
contributed games of 183-205.
George Kleinknecht chipped in with
a 191 game.

SPHS 979-834-838-2651
Colonia 1030-1078-980—3088

The Boys Bowling Team hung in
there against state finalist Colonia in
the first game but could not keep up
the pace as the hot shooting Patriots
coasted to a 4-0 triumph. High scores
for South Plainfield were sophomore
George Kleinknecht who fired games
of 184-202-178 for a 564 set, fellow
sophomore Jon Jeglinski who trailed
with a 214-563 set and Shawn Fergu-
son 222 and 182 games. Nick Grego
chipped in with a 200 game.

Don't Miss Another Issue of the
_ , South Plainfield
Observer!!

There's so much going on in South Plainfield! Don't miss any of it!
Enjoy the Observer every week mailed to your home.

Su bscri be Todayl
Send a check or money J" A ~~ ~"

order for $25/one year \f\ wouldlike home delivery ofthe Observer.
(out-of-town-$30) pay- l r '
able to: South Plainfield I M A M F

Observer, 1110 Hamilton | :

Blvd., Suite 1B, South i
DiainfioiH M i rrmHri rv : ADDRESSPlainfield, NJ 07080. Or
order your subscription J
via email ggnan@aol. [
com and send your I
check to the above ad-1 PHONE NUMBER
dress. *^^^^^^^^^m



1O • South Plainfield Observer January 17,2003

Ellis Downing
Williams, 97

Ellis Downing Williams of North
Plainfield died Wednesday, Jan. 8 at
Somerset Medical Center, Somerville.

Mr. Williams
was born in
Lathrop Town-
ship, Pa., now
Nickolson, Pa.
He has lived in
North Plainfield
since 1953. He
graduated from

Nickolson High School, class of 1923.
He received a teaching degree from
Mansfield Normal School in
Mansfield, Pa. and a master's degree
in physics from Duke University in
1937. He had often mentioned that
he was in the same class at Duke with
Richard M. Nixon. Although he didn't
know Mr. Nixon at Duke, he did meet
the former president some years later
during a campaign stop in Plainfield.

Mr. Williams taught math and sci-
ence grades seven through 12 in Clarks
Summit, Pa., during his early career
and also taught physics to the U.S.
Navy during World Warll. He taught
in North Plainfield High School from
1953 to 1957 and began teaching in
South Plainfield High School in 1957.
In addition to his teaching duties, he
created the school's math and science
department, retiring as it's head in
1974.

Mr. Williams had reminisced that
he started out with only eight teach-
ers and 17 years later when he retired,
there were 24. He was also a part-time
school photographer and had taken
pictures for the yearbooks, as well as
many other sports and school-related
activities.

His wife, Dorothy Killian Williams,
died in 1992.

Surviving is his daughter, Haze-
lmaye Higgins of Hampton.

Funeral services were held at
Higgins Home For Funerals.

Memorial contributions may be
made in his memory to North
Plainfield Rescue Squad, 263 Som-
erset St., North Plainfield, NJ 07060.

John W. Calvey Si, 70
John W Calvey Sr. died on Sunday,

Jan. 12 at home.
Born in Newark, Mr. Calvey had

resided in Bloomfield before settling
in South Plainfield in 1983.

He is a WWII Veteran of the United
States Army, serving during the Ko-

Call Us &
Plan Ahead
Hillside Cemetery

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

non-profit, non-sectarian
wwww.hillsidecemetery.co

rean Conflict. He was awarded the
Korean Service Medal with Five
Bronze Service Stars, the Distin-
guished Unit Citation and the Presi-
dential Unit Citation.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Carolyn Calvey, who died in July of
2002.

Surviving are three daughters and
sons-in-law, Patricia and Paul Celen-
tano, Susan and Michael Miller all of
South Plainfield, Geraldine and Eric
Mueller of Union Beach and a son,
John and Janine Calvey of South
Plainfield. Also surviving are his seven
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Donations in his memory may be
made to the South Plainfield Rescue
Squad, 2520 Plainfield Ave., South
Plainfield, NJ 07080.

Nancy J. (Ingraham)
Goglas,63

Nancy J. (Ingraham) Goglas died on
Sunday, Jan. 12 in the Haven Hospice
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Plainfield, she resided in
Warren Township before moving to
South Plainfield 41 years ago.

Nancy was a hotnemaker.
Surviving are her husband, John E.

Goglas; three daughters, Debra Brewer
of Piscataway, Nancy Chinery of
Browns Mills and Susan Knowles of
Piscataway; two brothers, Ned Ingra-
ham of Warren and Peter Ingraham
of South Plainfield.

Also surviving are eight grandchil-
dren and one great grandson.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home for Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her
memory may be made to the Mid NJ
Chapter of the Multiple Sclerosis So-
ciety, 246 Monmouth Rd., Oakhurst,
NJ 07755.

EmanuelRArdis,87
Emanuel P Ardis of South Plainfield

died on Wednesday, Jan. 8 at the
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
in Plainfield.

He was born in New York City and
was a former long time resident of Ydn-
kers NY before moving to South
Plainfield four years ago.

Emanuel was a supervisor in the
International Wire Room at Merrill
Lynch in Manhattan for 41 years be-
fore rearing in 1985.

He was a former member of the Ital-
ian American Club in Yonkers.

He was a veteran of WWII, serving
his country in the US Army.

He was predeceased by his beloved
wife, Florence Lopilato Ardis, who
died in 1999.

He is survived by two sons, Robert
and his wife Adele Ardis of South
Plainfield and Dennis Ardis of Hous-
ton, Texas; two brothers Rizzo of
Bronx, NY and Salvatore of NY; a sis-
ter, Connie Cefola of Ft. Lauderdale,
Fla. and seven grandchildren and one
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South Plainfield, NJ 07080
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great grandson.
Funeral services were held at James

W Conroy Funeral Home.

Mary (Sicieluk)
Harrison, 94

Mary (Sicieluk) Harrison died on
Thursday, Jan. 9 in Haven Hospice at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
in Plainfield.

Mrs. Harrison was born in Radie-
chow, Poland came to the US in 1925
and settled in Newark, were she had
resided for most of her life. Mrs.
Harrison had also resided in Union
City, Bogota, Queens, NY and lastly
Roselle for eight years before entering
the Greenbrook Manor in 2000.

She had worked as an assembler for
20 years with the RCA Corp. of
Harrison, before her retirement -in
1972.

She was member of St. John's
Ukrianian Catholic Church in Newark
and was a former member of the
Vailsburg Senior Citizens.

Surviving are her son and daughter-
in-law, Robert and Janet Harrison of
South Plainfield and three grandchil-
dren, Theodore, Andrew and Gregory.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home for Funerals.

Elvira (Rossi) Penino, 90
Elvira (Rossi) Perrino of Lakewood,

"formerly of South Plainfield, died on
Sunday, Jan. 12 at the Paul Kimble
Medical Center in Lakewood.

She was borninBronx,NY and was
a former 50 year resident of South
Plainfield before moving to Lakewood
three years ago.

Elvira was sales clerk for S.S. Kresge
Department Store, now known as K-
Mart in Plainfield, for 15 years before
retiring in 1975. Prior to that she was
a telephone operator for the New York
Telephone Company in Manhattan for
20 years.

She was a former member of the
Ladies Auxiliary of the VFW MemcF
rial Post 6763 in South Plainfield and
a communicant of Sacred Heart
Church in South Plainfield.

She was predeceased by her beloved
husband, Robert R. Perrino, who died
in 1959.

She is survived by three sons, Rob-
ert of Arlington, Va.; Ralph and his
wife Denise Perrino of Falls Church,
Va. and Clifford and his wife Robert
Perrino of South Plainfield; a daugh-
ter, Virginia Aumack of Lakewood; a
sister, Lucy DeMartino of Clearwater,
Fla. and her beloved grandchildren,
Matthew Aumack, Kristine Stever,
Gregory Perrino, Pietro Perrino and
Christian Perrino; her great grandson
Aaron Stever.

Funeral services were held at James
W Conroy Funeral Home.

KniGHT

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

SECURITY/FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS

•is Highest level of customer service

A Free Estimates & Consultations

•&• 20 Years of Industry Experience

T> Custom systems at terrific prices

•:V Ask us about our special offers

i r Ask us why you need cellular backup

SLEEP WELL WITH KNIGHT™

Toll (866) ArcnorMe
Free (276-6763)

knightalarms.com

LEGAL NOTICE
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

LEGAL NOTICE

Take Notice that Harry Popik has applied to the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Borough of South
Plainfield for.approval of a Use Variance Application to permit the construction of a two family dwelling on
the property located at Btock 409, Lot 2 on Somerset Street at the intersection of 2nd place.

Said application requests a variance from the South Plainfield Borough Zoning Code as follows:

VARIANCE REQUIRED PROPOSED

710.1E • M-3 District Permitted Uses Two family dwelling

and such other variances and/or waivers as may be deemed necessary or appropriate by the Board.

A hearing on said application will be held on February 13, 2003 at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers,
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Avenue, S^uth Plainfield, at which time any interested person may be heard
concerning said application.

A copy of the proposed plans are on file in the office of the Building Inspector for public inspection
Monday through Thursday, between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

JAMES M. CAHILL, ESQ.
Attorney o! Applicant
Harry Popik . . '

$35.00 January 17, 2003

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTS NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
THAT:

WHEREAS, there exists a need for the services of
a Registered Municipal Auditor to conduct an audit
of the Borough of South Plainfield, and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law
(N.J.S.A 40A:11-1 et. seq) requires that the
resolution authorizing the award of the contracts
as "Professional Services" without competitive
bidding must be publicly advertised.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South Plainfield
as follows:

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute all agreement with
Andrew Hodulik of the firm Hodufik &
Morrison, RA.

2. This contract is awarded without competitive
bidding as a "Professional Service" under the
provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law
because services rendered are professional
services of a recognized profession whose
practice is regulated by law.

3. A copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Observer as required by law within ten
(10) days of its passage.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$40.25 January 17, 2003

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
THAT:

WHEREAS, there sexists a need for certain legal
services for the Borough of South PlainfieSd, and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contract.Law
(N.J.S.A. 40:11 et.seq) requires that the resolution
authorizing the award of the contracts for
"Professional Services" without competitive bidding
moist be publicly, advertised.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Bodyofthe Borough of South Plainfield
as follows;

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with
Patrick J. Diegnan, Jr., Esq.

2. This contract is awarded without competitive
bidding as "Professional Services" under the
provisions of the Local Public Contract Laws
because the service rendered are professional
services of a recognize profession whose
practice is regulated by law.

3. Wealth Benefitss will not lie provided as part
of the compensation for the position of
Borough copy of this resolution, shall be
published in The Observer as required by law
within ten days of its passage.

4. A copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Observer as required by law within ten
days of its passage. v

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$45.50 January 17, 2003

policereport

Two Gas Stations
Robbed on Stelton Rd.

Last Saturday at approximately 6
a.m., a strong arm robbery occurred
at the Matthews Mobil Service Station
on Stelton Rd.

An employee reported that a white
male entered the store lobby, pushed
the victim in the chest and walked
behind the counter. The suspect then
removed several cartons of cigarettes
and then left, walking south. He en-
tered an older model full-sized Blazer
of Bronco bearing a NJ license plate
on the front and no plate on the back.
The suspect reportedly had been in the
store approximately 20 minutes ear-
lier, but had not purchased anything,
nor spoke to the victim. The victim
was not injured. The suspect is de-
scribed as a white male, 30-35 years
old, brown shoulder length hair, long
brown beard, 6 feet tail; weighing
about 225 lbs. and wearing a black
cloth jacket and blue jeans.

In a separate unrelated incident that
night at around 11:21 p.m. an at-
tempted armed robbery occurred at
the Stelton Gulf Gas Station on
Stelton Rd.

There were two male attendants
working at the time, both Piscataway
residents, ages 19 and 48. Two sus-
pects entered the station office, one
armed with a ten inch kitchen knife.
One suspect demanded money from
one of the employees. The other em-
ployee behind the counter observed
what was happening and picked up the
phone to call 911. One of the suspects
held a. knife to the employee ordering
him to hang up the phone. The em-
ployee refused and dialed 911. At this
time, both suspects fled on foot with-
out any money. The suspects were
both described as males, 5T0" to 6',
thin builds, late teens to early 20's,
wearing black scarves with white dots
that were pulled over their faces, black
coats and blue jeans. It is unknown

what race the suspects were. Neither
employee was injured. This was the
second robbery at this location in the
past two weeks.

Anyone who may have been a wit-
ness or could provide additional in-
formation please contact Det. James
Parker at (908) 226-7661.

Other Police News
• On Jan. 8 an employee of Med

Tech on Century Rd. reported that the
rear window of her vehicle had been
broken. Nothing was missing.

• On Jan. 9 Harikiran V Ganti, 27,
of Piscataway was arrested for driving
while intoxicated, speeding, no insur-
ance and careless driving at a motor
vehicle stop.

• An employee of Penske Truck
Rental Co. on So. Clinton Ave. re-
ported that the back left passenger
window had been broken on his ve-
hicle. Nothing was missing.

• Tumi, Inc. reported the theft of a
lap top computer off a desk.

• N-B Rex Transport reported the
theft of an Alpine AM/FM cassette
stereo with a CD changer, a Movado
watch and a wallet from a tractor
trailer parked at a Roosevelt Ave. stor-
age yard. A small passenger side win-
dow was pried open and the door
unlocked.

• On Jan. 10 a Newark resident
reported that one of two stolen checks
from her checkbook had been cashed
attheA&P

• A Lakeview Ave. resident re-
ported the theft of her purse from her
unlocked vehicle in her driveway.

• On Jan. 12 Pathmark reported
that two white males had grabbed
Tylenol tablets and gel caps from a dis-
play and fled the store.

• On Jan. 13 Schneider Electric on
New Market Rd. reported that four
vehicles had windows smashed out.
One vehicle had the steering column
broken apart and the ignition
smashed. Nothing was taken.
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LEGAL NOTICE
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

January 14, 2003

Public Notice is hereby given that the following
action was taken by the South Plainfield Planning
Board at its meeting held on January 9, 2003.

A. Case #93-02—Keith W. Soper; Block 76; Lot 1;
2504 Maple Avenue-The applicant's request for the
construction of one story addition measuring 10 ft. in
width by 22ft. in depth and maintaining a minimum
20 ft. front yard setback from linden Ave. was hereby
GRANTED.

B. Case #84-02—Real Estate Builders & Investors,
Block 254; Lot 10; 117 Teeple Place-The applicant's
request for lot area, lot width and front yard setback
variances was hereby GRANTED with voluntary
conditions,

C. Case #90-02—John Modrzecki—Block 314; Lot
11; 408 Anthony Avenue; The applicant's request for
the construction of a 15 ft., 6 in. x 25 ft. deck, which
dimensions include an access platform of 4 ft. by 4 ft.
was hereby GRANTED with voluntary conditions.

D. Case #32-02/S-Genuine Parts Company, Block

Subscribe
online at

www.spobserver.com

528; Lot 49; 1770 New Durham Road-The applicant's
request for the expansion of a non-conforming use,
a separate use variance to allow retail sales, the front
yard setback variance to permit the addition to
maintain a 60.2 ft. front yard setback from New
Durham Rd. was hereby GRANTED with preliminary
and final site plan approval and voluntary and
additional conditions.

E. Case #51 -02—American Redi-Mix Concrete Co.
Inc., Block 388; Lot 10; Hollywood Avenue-The ap-
plicant's request for a use variance, height variances,
a continuation of the non-conforming front yard
setback was hereby GRANTED with preliminary and
final site plan approval and waivers.

F. Case #6-02—Dennis Hado, Jr. Inc., Block'284;
Lot 25; Dover Place; The applicant's request for a use
variance for a contractor's storage yard and office
storage building, as well as bulk variances relating to
lot area, lot depth and rear yard setback was hereby
GRANTED with preliminary and final site plan approval
and waivers.

G. Case #32-96/S—Balagi, Inc., Block 290; Lot 3
& 4; 2105 New Brunswick Avenue; The applicant's
request to reaffirm the previously granted use
variance, bu!k variances and preliminary and final site
plan approval was hereby GRANTED with voluntary
conditions.

H. Case #91-02—Rodney and Danielle Jackson,
B!ock 202; Lot 29; t29 Ten Eyck Street; The applicant's
request for the construction of a second floor addition
to their home with a 17.76 ft. front yard setback, was
hereby GRANTED.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Beth Khidre,
Secretary, Zoning Board of Adjustment

$70.00 January 17,2003

HELP WANTED

P/T OFFICE WORK-GAL FRIDAY

wanted 3 days a week, Mon.,Wed. & Fri.

10am-4pm for busy roofing co. Diversi-

fied duties inc. light typing, filing & heavy

phone volume. Willing to train right can-

didate. Fax resume to (908) 753^-763.

Rates - $11 for 3 lines (min.) $1 ea. additional line
nates. Call 908-447-3009.

MEDICAL OFFICE ASSISTANT AND

experienced Insurance Processor po-

sitions available. FT, M-F. Must be high

energy, mature, professional in man-

ner and appearance, highly depend-

able, with top people skills. (908) 756-

9500.

WAITRESS-EXP. PREFERRED.

Tony's Pizza. Call (908) 754-1181.

TELEMARKETERS WANTED

$10 per hour, homemakers, senior citi-

zens, students welcome, aggressive bo-

nus plan. Call (908) 222-0090. Ask for

Lou, Ext. 36.

HELP WANTED

ASMalAINl. rAKl-
time/Full-time. (908) 322-8666.

FOR SALE-HOME FURNISHINGS

A+MATTRESS SETS-ALL QUEEN

size. Brand name, new with warranty, or-

thopedic/plush sell $145. Pillow-top sac-

rifice $165. Can deliver, call 732-259-

6690.

BEDS-NEW MATTRESS SETS IN plas-

tic. Full size plush, list $499, sell $135. King

size orthopedic/plush, list $799, only $285.

Can deliver, 732-259-6690.

HANDYMAN/HOME IMPROVEMENT

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR PAINTING,

no job too big. Basement/garage clean-

out, chimney cleaning, gutter cleaning,

rubbish removal attics/yards. Free esti-

GET PAID FOR YOUR OPINION

EARN EXTRA CASH

YOUR OPINION COUNTS

Local Market Research company seeks

males and females ages 18-55 to

participate in consumer studies. Par-

ticipate in: Focus Groups, Taste Tests,

New Product Testing. Get paid for your

opinion. Please call 1-800-225-0052 to

register.

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, Resi-

dential, (908) 753-4222.

COMPUTER
UPGRADES, HARDWARE/SOFTWARE

Installation, in-home services. (908)

Classified Ad Deadline: Monday, 5 p.m. Call 908-668-0010

Business & Professional Services
CARPET CONSULTING

Mywaycametf
& Flooring

Installation & Safes
• Residential/Commercial

• Hardwood/Laminate Rugs

• Vinyl/Tile • Repairs

119 HAMILTON BLVD.

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

(908) T

CONTRACTORS

BUILDER &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

NJDCA LIC #019771

Since 1981

Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS-KITCHENS -

BATHROOMS-

Office Renovations

I FREE ESTIMATES I

J COMPUTERS CONTRACTORS

Websites from $99
WIRELESS NETWORKS

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT

Outsource Consulting

'alkerb ee'SSP
Do afmtym do bast arid outsource liic rest ™

For a free consultation,

call Jack Pedersen

(877) 640-0060
j ackp@ walkerbee .com

DENTIST

A practice of General & Cosmetic Dentistry.

ina G. Pascasio,

Dina's gDal is to provide quality

denial cars and to ensue

continued gxd oral health

She bete (crwand to seeing you at

2177 Oak Tree Rd. Suite 101 'Edison

n (908)757-7500 n

Your Computer?
Is your computer operating too slowly?

Are you getting error messages?

Can't get things working right?

Do you want to upgrade your computer?

Call Ken
Vji 908-757-1963

i' -~* i«/~~ "easonaWe Rates

MASSAGE

CENTRAL JERSEY
•0 Holistic Health Centerand Spa

' . MASSAGE REFLE^OLOGY
HYPNOSIS • REIK1

DOULA LABOR ASSISTANT

Roxanne Cortese, CD.CHP.CMT

2701 ParkAvc So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908)561-1511
By Appointment Only

CUT CERTIFICATES AND GIF!" BASKITI5

ST Computers
Stan Wilkinson

• New Computers/Upgrades

• Hardware/Software Installations

• In Home Service

• Some Used Computers Available

Phone: 908-769-0709

Cell: 732-423-3504
Email: stcompulers@caincast.net

MORTGAGES

FAST APPROVALS...

GREAT RATES...

PERSONALIZED SERVICE^

908-822-0090
2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E

South Plainfield, NJ
Se Habla Espanol

DiFRANCESCO
CONTRACTING

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

Residential Construction

NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS

Want to slow
down the clock?

Concerned about aging joints? Tired

of putting up With symptoms of PMS

or menopause? Not sure your children

are getting all the nutrition they need?

For information on
Wellness in the New Year, call

Debbie Boehm (908) 405-6230

PAINT/HARDWARE |PAHNTING/POWERWASHING| | PAINTING/WALLPAPERING] | PRINTING/TYPESETTING" REAL ESTATE

i=r Vail Paint-
Hardware

Visit Vail Paint-

Hardware, your

local Benjamin

Moore dealer, for

the best paint,

best advice.

Corner Front St. &
South Plainfield Ave.

908756-9950

ROOFING

J.l PENYA
ROOFING CO.

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

908-753-4222
FAX 908-753-4763

124 CAMDEN AVE.
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ O7O8O

HOMETOWN
Painting &

Powerwashing

Residential &

Commercial

732-921-3984
Fully Insured

SNOW REMOVAL

I Call
KLK Trucking for:

; Salt. Ice Control Sand

I Sanding • Salting • Snowplowing |

Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434
265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

B&B
I N T E R I O R S
Quality Painting & Wallpapering

908-755-8068
Ash for Bill Bowden

or leave a message & we
will return your am promptly

Residential or Commercial
References Available

Invitations

GSG GRAPHICS
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

908-668-0010-Fax: 908-668-8819

email: ggnan@aol.com

An Environment for Results

TEAM WILLIAMS
Office:

732-968-8173 x34S
Toll Free:

1-800-445-2057
Email:

teamwill@aol.com
www.tKiniwilliamsrealislate.iMm

Professional, Goal
Russell Williams Oriented Results

BROKER-ASSOCIATE

ufcf/ Prudential New Jersey Properties

.n«».i.i,iiinr«jiiK3«l»,<imn»«3EM«

Could Your Business Use a Boost?
Join the growing list of satisfied

customers who use the Observer to
increase their business. Choose what's

right for you- Classified, Business
&Professional Services section

or display ads.

Call for rates and
information on advertising.

s^m South Plainfield
Observer
your #1 Source for South Plainfield News

www.spobs&rver.com • em

9O8-668-OOIO

• • / • . „ , : , , . • " •
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Bookmarks
By Kenneth Morgan

Here's more news from the South
Plainfield Library:

The library will be closed on Sun-
day and Monday in observance of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

Don't forget about our "Valentines
for Veterans" program tomorrow. You
can stop in any time during the day
and make a valentine for a vet. We'll
provide all of the materials, and we'll
make sure they arrive in time for
Valentine's Day.

Turning to our children's programs,
we've got our usual schedule of
children's Storytime programs next

- week. These prdgftin»«e»brcrii]i3ren
ages three and over; no pre-registra-
tion is required. The programs are held
on Tuesday morning at 10:30, Wednes-
day evening at 6:30, and Thursday af-
ternoon atl:00. Each program features
stories and a craft activity. Also, Miss
Linda is encouraging parents to make
a craft with their children this month,
and then bring the projects to the li-
brary. We'll put them on display in Feb-
ruary. If you have any questions about
our children's programs, just call us at
(908) 754-7885 and ask for Miss
Linda.

We've got another special program
coming up. On Sunday, Jan. 26, we'll
host die program "The Big Band Era."
Dr. Stephen E Marcone of William
Eaterson University will discuss Ameri-
can jazz bands of the 1930s through a
special audio/visual presentation. The
program starts at 2 p.m. and is pre-
sented free of charge. It's presented by
the South Plainfield Historical Society
and is made possible through funding
from the NJ Council for the Humani-
ties. And don't worry; it won't conflict
with the Super Bowl.

We have a couple of new displays in
place. Our large display cabinet features
memorabilia, provided by Reference
Librarian Allan Kleiman, about
England's Royal Family Our display
wall has a selection of books relating
to Chinese New Year. The books may
be checked out by die public; Miss
Linda put together the display.

February has been deemed "Ro-
mance Month" at the library. In rec-
ognition of this, we've put together
the "Bundle of Love" contest. To en-
ter, just write your name on a slip of
paper and put it into our contest jar
found at the Circulation Desk. Each
Friday in February, we'll draw two
names from the jar; winners will re-
ceive a bundle of 12 paperback ro-
mance novels. Entries will be accepted
from Jan. 21 through Feb. 27. No
purchase is necessary (but if you want
to get something from the Book Sale,
we have no objection).

Here's a reminder to those using
our periodicals. Even though an is-
sue may be days, months or even years
old, we need those issues intact. If you
find an article, column or item you're
interested in, do not attempt to tear
or cut it out. Not only does that de-
prive other patrons from seeing that
item, it is a criminal offense (destruc-
tion of public property). If you want
to hang onto an item, please make use
of our photocopier at tlie non-expen-
sive price of 10 cents a copy. Or, ask
at the Reference Desk for assistance.
Or splurge and buy your own copy
of the periodical. And make no mis-
take; we will deal harshly with those
who break this rule.

Finally, a brief note: Those of you
wishing to contact our director may
find themselves connected to a "Ms.
Randolph." Do not be alarmed; dif-
ferent name, same director.

That's all for this week. See you
next Friday.

Webelos Visit
Rutgers
Geology
Museum

The South Plainfield second year
Webelos from Cub Scout Pack 324,
Den 5, visited the Rutgers University
Geology Museum recently to earn the
Geology Activity badge. The scouts
were given a private tour after closing
hours and were thrilled to find several
artifacts and fossils from New Jersey.
They also enjoyed learning geological
and mineral information, such as what
causes an earthquake, how mountains
arc formed and what type of minerals

-He used in home building materials.

The museum, located at the Rutgers
University campus in New Brunswick,
also displayed a "Mummy," dinosaur
bones and a variety of interesting ex-
hibits.

Scouts pictured in the front row from left to right are Mathew Santos, Harrison Lee, Jimmy Bijlani, Logan
Green, Kevin Simms, Ray Coletta, Steve Grzenda and John Bullock. In the back row from left to right are
Vijay Bijlani, Den 5 Leader and Bill Selden, museum curator.

YOU MAKE THE
Introduri

Save for a vacation,

ays, a purchase,
rig in the ONLY

savings club where
XE THE RULES!

/rr\ Cash Out
WHENEVER YOU C

Deposit ANY" .IKE
inANYAMC

Earn BOh JB
(Double!!) "*

any of our twelve branches
1R OWN RUf. ving

for FUN STUFF in Unity Banks FUN CLUB
or BONUS FUN C L U B E J I

• • . • • ; .

WORKING WITH YOU. FOR YOU. UNITY.

BDD-618-BANK I WWW.UNITYBANK.CDM

UNITY^
•the*-'v I ••* ! ' j i - ' - "0:1 ' :

« inlnmaf Sr.inus Fun Club nraxH«$!
T-choaen maturity date., no interest^

imam


