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The original owners of Park Theater, Anthony and Emma DeSabato.

A Slice of American Pie
Park Theater, Town’s Main Attraction in Its Heyday

By Patricia Abhott

How many retail stores can boast
of high cathedral-like ceilings with
claborate detailing, arched doorways,
a lobby and a balcony? Only those
housed in former movie theaters, like
South Plainfield’s own Sportworld.
The store is now located at 117 South
Plainfield Ave. in the building that once
was the town’s only movie theater, the
Park Theater.

Today’s movie theaters typically con-
tain multiple screens showing numer-
ous films simultaneously, seating hun-

Park Theatre showed a free movie before Christmas for local children.

dreds of people per film. In the early
days of South Plainfield, unless you
traveled outside of town, there was the
Park Theater. The tall brick building is
located in the geographic center of
town, once an essential and busy hub
of day to day life. The Sons of Italy
built the structure in 1922 and held
their meetings in a room on the upper
floor. The theater portion was man-
aged by the Liberty Theater in the
nearby bustling town of Plainfield.
South Plainfield residents Josephine
D’Alessio and her daughter Joanne
Otlowski were more than a little fa-

United States Senator Jon Corzine
met this past Sunday; Jan. 5 with South
Plainfield Mayor Daniel Gallagher,
Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan and
Councilman Charles Butrico, to offer
his assistance in expediting the fund-
ing for the proposed Helen Street
Project.

Mayor Gallagher commented, “Sen-
ator Corzine’s responsiveness is amaz-
ing. We contacted his office on Friday
and he traveled to meet us at Borough
Hall on Sunday morning. The Sena-
tor personifies the definition of a true
public servant.” 3

Councilman Butrico, who is the
council liaison for the Helen Street
Project, explained that the plans are ac-
tually.ahead of the scheduled disburse-
ment date. Since the project is totally
funded by federal highway funds, South
Plainfield would have to wait until next
January to receive the next disburse-
ment. “Senator Corzine offerédtiis as-
sistance to have the nextinstallment dis-
bursed ahead of schedule. By doing so,
we can cut onie full year off the project.
The environmental evaluation is just
about complete. We can now go for-
ward with the design and property ac-
quisition stage. With Senator Corzine’s
help, Helen Street will be under con-

- struction in 2005.”

miliar with the old theater. Josephine’s
parents owned the theater, and she

+sspent much time there as a young girl.

Daughter Joanne also spent many
memorable hours there with her grand-
parents. Josephine and Joanne were
happy to supply the Observer with a
partial history of the Park Theater.

In the late 1920’ when the Depres-
sion hitand settled in for the long haul,
employment was hard to find. Those
with large families such as Italian im-
migrant Anthony DeSabato, were
hardest hit. DeSabato, a member of the
Sons of Ttaly; had been out of work for
over two years. He and wife Emma
struggled to raise four children; Will-
iam, Joseph, Josephine and Marie.

Despite the Depression, which
seemed to putso much of life on hold,
technology continued to move for-
ward. The silent films were slowly
edged out to make way for the new-
fangled talkies. Many doubted the suc-
cess of movies with sound. The Lib-
erty withdrew from managing the Park
Theater and it remained closed for sev-
eral years.

In 1932, The Sons of Italy threw
DeSabato a lifeline by offering him the
chance to run the theater with the new
talking films. A grateful DeSabato
grabbed the opportunity to provide for

Continued on page

= Support to Helen Street Project

After reviewing the engineering
plan, Senator Corzine wholeheartedly
endorsed the concept, saying he was
more than happy to assist the residents
of South Plainfield in advancing this
project, which will dramatically reduee
truck traffic on residential streets within

The 2003 South Plainfield Borough Council left to right (rear) Charles

Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan, Mayor Dan Gallagher, Senator Jon Corzine
and Councilman Charlie Butrico review the Helen Street Project.

the borough. Assemblyman Diegnan
summed up the feelings of all who at-
tended the meeting saying, “We are
fortunate to be represented in the
United States Senate by an individual
who cares for the people like Senator
Jon Corzine.”

Butrico, Dennis Cerami, Ray Petronko and Bob Cusick. Front row is Ed
Kubala, Mayor Dan Gallagher and Jim Vokral.

Helen St., Hamilton Bivd.,
Fiscal Duty 2003 Focus

Gallagher, Vokral, Kubala Sworn in at Reorganization

The Annual Reorganization meet-
ing of the South Plainfield Governing
Body was held on Sunday. Mayor Dan-
iel J. Gallagher began his fourth four-
year term, Councilman Jim Vokral
and Councilman Ed Kubala started
their third three-year term.

The council chamber was once
again filled with familiy members and
well wishers. Appointments to the nu-
merous boards and commissions were
announced and they were sworn in.

Mayor Gallagher in his address to
the community covered what oc-
curred in the past year and what he
hopes to accomplish this year.

He announced that the Helen
Street Project funding will be helped
along by Senator Jon Corzine. He also
reported that Hamilton Blvd. recon-
struction will be delayed a year.

The mayors complete speech, a list
of appointments and a Republi
message is on
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Mark your
calendars

council

Meets twice a month on the first and third Thursday.

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. (New Time) « Questions? 908-226-7605
AGENDA MEETING PUBLIC MEETING
Monday, January 13 ......: .... Thursday, January 16
Monday, February 3 Thursday, February 6
Monday, February 18 .. ... Thursday, February20
Monday, March 3 Thursday, March 6
Monday, March 17 Thursday, March 20
Monday, April 7 Thursday, April 10

All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public Meet-
ings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

" Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641

Meets on Thirsdays
Borough Hall Gouncil Chambers, 8 pam. ¢ Questions? 908-226-7641

boardofeducationmeeti

Grant School Gymnasium on Cromwell Place unless otherwise noted

Committee of the Whole meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Jan. 14, 2003, Feb. 11, March 11, April 1.

Regular Board Meeting held Tuesdays at 8 p.m.- Jan. 21, 2003, Feb.. 18, March 18, April 8.

The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-668-0538

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.

recreation: %

Meets once a month on the first Tuesday of the month, except July and August
'PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7716

February 4, March.4, April 1, May 6, June 3, September 2, October 7, November 11
(November 4 is Election Day) and December 2.

environmentaice

Meets once a month (second Wednesday except August)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7621

Meets once a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. * Questmns? 908-757-8100

frafficsafety
Meetings, held at 7 p.m. in the Conference Room, Borough Hall
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your

stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us

know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.

2. Mail, fax or drop it at: Editorial Department
South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield,
NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or at
(908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at spobserver.com or ggnan@aol.com or
ngrennie@ix. netcom.com. Include your name, address, telephone num-

Der. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept.,
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email at our
website at spobserver.com or faxed to 908-668-8819. Letters should not ex-
ceed 400 words. We reserve the right to edit for clarity or length. It is the
editor’s discretion to limit the number of letters submitted by one individual on
the same subject. The opinions expressed in “Letters” do not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the Observer. Letters must be submitted with name and

INYOUROPINION

Dear Editor,

As aresident of South Pla.mﬁcld liv-
ing near the West Nine Golf course, I
would like to tell the readers what my

neighbors and T must experience when
the snow comes. First of all, T.do not
want to stop anyone from enjoying.

their afternoon of snow activities, but
only want the public to be aware of
what we go through during the snowy
days.

If there is a significant snowfall; the
snow plows are unable to get down
our streets because I have seen cars park
as early at 7 a.m. to go sledding. If
snowplows are able to get down the
streets, the snow can be pushed only
so far off the street. This leaves a nar-

_rower path for cars to travel. When

cars park on both sides of the street, it
is impossible for any emergency ve-
hicle to get down the street. Children
as well as elderly live in the area.

You never know when an emer--

gency vehicle is needed to save
someone’s life or property. The emer-
gency “no parking signs” are being
placed only when there is snow. This

is for your protection as well. With'

icy streets and children walking on
them and less room for cars to travel,
parking on one side may prevent a
vehicular accident involving a child or
damage to another vehicle while try-
ing to maneuver down streets that are
almost impassable.

After the snows have melted, my
neighbors and I have found Dunkin
Donut cups, dirty baby diapers, soda
bottles, beer bottles, broken sleds, etc.
They were discarded and thrown into
the snow on our front lawns. Then
there was the time late one evening
an intoxicated sledder decided to uri-
nate on my neighbor’s front lawn.

We would only ask the public to re-
spect our property and not infringe
upon our daily routines. Park legally;
enjoythe sleigh riding; take your gar-
bage with:you and treat our streets like
you would want others to treat yours.

CHERYL NAGEL-SMILEY

Dear Editor,

Mayor Gallagher and his colleagues
showed their true colors this week.
They passed up an opportunity—for
purely political reasons—to appoint to
the Planning Board or Zoning Board
one of the most qualified applicants in
years. In doing this, they showed the
insincerity of everything they said dur-
ing last year’s campaign.

I should probably start from the
beginning. When I ran for mayor, the
Democrats attacked my record by
claiming T hadn’t served recently on any
boards, specifically the Planning and
Zoning boards. During the debate, I
expressed my doubts about whether
Mayor Gallagher would have ap-

pointed me to either board had I
applied. The mayor responded by
preaching about how he makes his
appointments without regard to politi-
cal affiliation. He then mentioned two

or three token Republican: appoint- |
mients' made-over the coutse of hlS

“eight-year reign.

Well, the mayor had his: dlanoc to
prove how nonpartisan he could be.
And be failed the test. Bob Jones, a
stellar candidate, volunteered to serve
on cither board and sent the mayor a
resume. Bob grew up in town, gradu-
ated from South Plainfield High
School, and then went on to graduate
with honors from Rutgers College.

Bob also' graduated from Rutgers
Law School, where his course work
included zoning and planning law. In

fact, even before starting law school he |

showed his interest in these types of
issues by serving on South Plainfield’s
Land Management Commission. Asan
attorney, Bob has experience challeng-
ing and defending grants and denials
of variances. He’s also challenged and
defended zoning ordinances. He has a
wealth of experience dealing with the
types of issties both boards consider.
In addition, he teaches law at Fairleigh
Dickinson University and is on the
advisory board of the school’s Parale-
gal Studies Program.

Unfortunately, Bob is also a Repub-
lican. This is apparently a fatal flaw in
the eyes of the mayor and council, de-
spite his reputation for working well
with members of both parties. Last
year the Republicans asked Bob. to
serve as-their representative on the
Business Association’s debate commit-
tee. Pin proud to say he received acco-
lades—even from Democrats—for work-
ing in a bipartisan manner.

There’s more I could add, but suf-
fice it to say that I can’t imagine a finer
candidate for either board. This is
someone who would-have been an ef-
fective member from day one. He
knows the town well, puts South
Plainfield first, and has the perfect back-
ground for the job. Unfortunately, the
mayor and council refused to appoint
Bob to cither board, despite vacancies.

So much for putting South Plain-
field first... and so much for believing
what the Democrats say during a cam-
paign. The lesson from this is that petty
politics trumps what’s best for our
town. The all-Democratic Mayor and
Council say whatever it takes to get
clected and then do the opposite when

in office. It’s shameful.
JAKE CATALDO

_To the Editor, "

On behalf of the ‘South Plainfield
Business Association’s (SPBA) mem-
bers and 1nvited guests, I would like
to thank Sherban’s Diner for once

again hosting and sponsoring our an-
nual holiday luncheon. Owners Peter
and John have hosted our meetings
and luncheon since the SPBA was first
formed and because of the generosity

- of people like Jobn and Peter, we are

able to offer more value to our mem-

‘| bers and community.

‘Members of the SPBA enjoyed the

fine food and hospitality in the Ban-

quet Room at Sherban’s. Invited
guests inchided Mayor Dan Gallagher,

- Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan, mem-

bers of the Borough Council, Police
Chief Bob Merkler and several depart-
ment:heads from Borough Hall. Vi-
sion 2001 President Marge Reedy was

-on hand to accept the SPBA’s $2,000

donation towards the Emil Leporino
Scholarship Fund.

Thanks to all who attended this
event, as well as those who attended
our previous meetings and events in
2002 and again, a special thanks to our
hosts and friends at Sherban’s Diner.

- On behalf of the SPBA, I would like
to wish everyone a happy and healthy

New Year.
SINCERELY,
JACK PEDERSEN, SPBA ?RESIDEHT

To The Editor,

It has been nearly three months
since the newly designed street signs
dedicated to South Plainfield Veterans
who died serving our country were
completed. Ceremonies were held in
Borough Hall to present relatives with
duplicate signs.

Where are these new signs? I have
driven all over town looking to see if
any are up. I only found two signs,
(one of which is crooked). I realize that
the public works employees have other
duties, but during the past three
months they should have found time *

to install more than two signs!
MIDY POCZAK, VFW

G i

After reading the Observer three or
four weeks ago, I marked the calendar.
Tt was to remind me of the blood drive
at Roosevelt School on Saturday; Jan.
4, between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. I did
go about 10:20 a.m. and found no
blood drive, no notice of cancellation,
no nothing; the school was deserted.

Upon coming home, I found the
blood drive notice was still in the Jan.
3 issue of the Observer.

Is it possible someone dropped the
ball? I wonder how many other do-

nors were surprised?
THANK YOU,
JOSEPH WALKO

Edstor’s Note: The Roosevelt School
blood dyive was cancelled on Friday, Jan.
3, two days after the Observer went to
press. We were, therefore, unable to pub-
lish notice of the cancellation.

CENTURY 21 MORETTI REALTY
225 Maple Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
(908) 755-5300 Ext. 302
(908) 578-1166 Cellular
(908) 753-0156 Residence

Licensed Real Estate Broker

Custom Colonial Cape on 1/2 Acre Parklike Property
4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, formal dining room, living room with fireplace, master bedroom addition with skylights
and palladium windows, hardwood floors under carpeting, 1 car attached garage. Driveway holds up to 10 cars.

The Lacerda Team dedicates no less than 100% of our energies
towards servicing and meeting our clients’ needs.

Call Andrea or Jesse Lacerda
today to preview this home

If you are considering buying or selling
real estate property, The Lacerda Team
will welcome you as our client and will
offer you the highest level of service
available in the real estate business.

Andrea § Jesse Lacerda
. “The Lacerda Team” g
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The Pre-New Year’s Eve celebration
was a night to remember for all par-
ents who dined with their children at
Cafe Everest on Park Ave.

The filled to capacity crowd enjoyed
a special menu for the early evening
celebration. New Year’s hats and noise-

so they could experience the annual
late night New Year’s Eve celebration,
and it was timed to take place before
their bedtime.

slowly lowered to simulate a count-
down. Of course there was a mad
scramble by the children to pick up as
much candy as they could hold.

The evening was a complete suc-
cess, much to the delight of owner
Chris Kousouris, who said he wanted
to find a way to celebrate New Years
Eve with his own children without
keeping them up to the wee hours of
the morning.

makers were distributed to youngsters

A crystal ball pinata was hung and .

New Year’s Eve Family Celebration at Cafe Everest

Winners of Trenton Thunder Contest N amed

Natalia Tamzoke, ninth grader at
South Plainfield ngh School and her
school “hero,” Dale Salisbury, eighth
grade Language Arts teacher at the
Middle School, were honored as win-
ners of the “Eighth Annual NJEA-
Trenton Thunder Essay Contest.”
Natalia, the winner in the high school
category,-was among several hundred
students across New Jersey who par-
ticipated in the contest. She submit-
ted an essay on the topic “My Hero
Works at School.”

Natalia states, “I love this town with
all of my heart. Representing it by
writing about one of the many won-
derful teachers in South Plainfield was

Name the
New School!

Anyone who would like to suggest
a name for the new school under con-
struction at the Roosevelt School site
on Hamilton Blvd. should submit
their suggestion in writing.

Submit your name by Jan. 31 to Dr. *
Thomas Butler, Interm Superinten-
dent, South Plainfield Board of Edu-
cation, 305 Cromwell Place, South
Plamﬁeld, NI 07080.

NOW IN OUR STUDIO

FOR KIDS

Sewing Projects, Cartoon Drawing,
Stroke Painting, & General Craft

- my way of expressing the deep pride
that I have for this town.”

Presently Natalia is 2 member of

Emeralds, the school newspaper, stu-
dent council and is freshman class vice

 president. She hopes to soon join other

co-curricular activities, such as the de-
bate team, drama club and peer lead-
ership. Last summer she participated
in the South Plainfield Summer Drama

" Workshop, playing the role of Vi

Moore in Footloose. Her future goals in-
clude a career in the field of teaching
or science. She also hopes to dedicate
time to community service.

Natalia first met Salisbury as her
teacher, but really got to know him as
advisor to New Jersey Peer to Pecr and
as director of Drama Club.,Natalia
considers Salisbury a mentor. In her
winning essay she wrote, “I began to
see how much of a hard worker he
was. I have stayed as late as 7 o’clock
in school for activities, but I've never
seen him leave! He practically lives
there...” Salisbury also earned
Natalia’s respect by speaking to the
students about his outside interests.
Natalia wrote that “when a teacher
can reveal themselves to the students,
it really makes a huge difference. It’s
nice to know that there is a teacher

you can have normal coﬂvcrsat:lons
with, and that is what tmly makes him
my hero.”

Dale E. Salisbury is a relatively new
addition to the South Plainfield fac-
ulty, currently in his third year at South
Plainfield Middle School. During his
nine years as an educator, Salisbury has
taught second, fifth grades, seventh
grade reading and all subjects. He re-
ceived his undergraduate in English
from Fort Hays State University in
Kansas. He is currently pursuing a
graduate degree in Instruction and
Curriculum from Kean University,

‘with 32 credits earned.

Salisbury is listed in “Who’s Who
in American Teachers 2000” and is a
member of National Council of Teach-
ers of English. In addition to Drama
Club and NJ Peer to Peer, he acts as
advisor to Middle School Boys Soc-
cer. As an advocate for animal rights,

“he works with the Marine Mammal
Stranding Center, supports World.

Wildlife Federation and is a member
of Dalmation Overland Transport
System (DOTS). Salisbury also enjoys
drawing.

Salisbury was extremely honored to
have been selected as a school hero
by Tamzoke.

Forte P Fll G
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By Kenneth Morgan

Here’s more news from the South
Phinfield Library:

We'll follow our normal schedule of
children’s Storytime programs next
week. The programs are for children
ages three and .over; no pre-registra-
tion is required. The programs are held
on Tuesday morning at 10:30,
Wednesday evening at 6:30 and
Thursday afternoon at 1:15. Each pro-
gram lasts about an hour and features
stories and a craft activity. Speaking
of crafts, here’s a request from Miss
Linda: Parents are invited to make a
craft project with their child and bring
it in to the Library The crafts will be
placed on display in February. Also,
we've got a special craft program com-
ing up. On Saturday, Jan. 18, we’ll be
holding a “Valentines for Veterans”
program. You can stop in any time that
day and make a valentine for a vet;
we’ll make sure that they’re delivered
in time for Valentine’s Day. For more
information about these or any
children’s program, please call us at
(908) 754-7885.

The Library Board of Trustces will
hold their next meeting on Tuesday
evening at 7:30. The public'is invited
to: attend and learn more about the
Library’s present and future plans.

We’re between groups on the
Audiobooks Circuit today. The next
group will be available later on this
month. -

One of the time-honored ways of
starting a new year is, of course, re-
ceiving State and Federal tax forms for
the previous year. We've received sev-

- eral of these forms; they are on dis-

play on the reference shelf next to the
fire door. Be advised, though, that
there are several forms and booklets
that haven’t come in yet. We expect
them to arrive in the next few weeks;
we'll make them available to you' as

001 s We can.

We have a new d15play in place for
January. If’s an assortment of items'
featuring rubber-stamping. The dis-
play has been provided by South
Plainfield resident Sharon ID’Amico
and will be here throughout the
month.

Here’s a computer note: In addi-
tion to our regular Internet comput-
ers, we also have three other comput-
ers that are Internet-connected. Spe-
cifically;, they’re the Job Information.
Center computers, and the computer
donated to us by Comcast cable. Nor-
mally, these are reserved for use in spe-
cial programs (like the JIC classes) or
by students doing research. On occa-
sion (if there is an overflow of patrons
at the Internet computers, for ex-
ample), we'll allow patrons to use these
terminals on their own. However, this
is-only done at the discretion of the
Reference Librarian. Even if the com-
puters have been switched on, you
must request permission from the -
brarian before using them. Otherwise,
you'll be asked to move along and, in
cases of repeated violations, your
Internet privileges may be cancelled.
If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to ask.

That’s about it for this week. As al-
ways, we appreciate your comments.
See you next week. i

Special Executive
Council Session

A closed Executive session
‘meeting of the South Plainfield
Governing Body will be held on
Monday, January 13, at 6 p.m.
to discuss a matter of contract.

vy

“Hair Salon

Want a New Look?

Stop in at Carousel Hair Salon for an appointment.
We're always happy to see you!

307 Oak Tree Ave.

908-668-8397

‘Wed.-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 6:45am-3pm, Closed"Sun/Mon/Tues

On the Road
to Recovery?
We’ll Help Get You There!

Pllysll:al

Therapy.

AII About Arts & Crafts

FOR ADULTS
One Stroke Painting, Ink & Custom Handpainted ltems - Bears - Dolls - Furnitures - Home cen‘ep
Watercolor Projects, Tole P'Oiedsh’é Decor - Personalized Books - Handmade Soaps & Candles f
Decorative Painting, &Paper Mac : ) : ' 0
Projects Gift Certificates! 1 South Plainfield &
e “YEy ] : Woodbrid,
gl e Great painting program gifts TR 9030(; 6;11 i; :

Neurological * Orthopaedic * TMJ Dysfunction
Workers Compensation & Medicare Approved

1110 Hamilton Boulevard, South Plainfield

, Sun 11- 4pm 179 Front St., So. Plainfield - (908) 755-4049

www.bunchis.com



Suburban Woman'’s
Club January Mig.
. January 9

The program for the January meet-
ing of the South Plainfield Suburban
Woman’s. Club (2 member of

“G.EW.C.) will focus on “Interiors

Unlimited.” The speaker will be Jim
Kavanagh, an interior decorator.

The meeting will be held Thurs-
day, Jan. 9 at 2 p.m. at the American
Legion Hall on Oak Tree Rd.

The. club is planning a number of

. fundraising events, including a the-

atre party in the spring.

Proceeds from the fundraisers will
go to local and state charities plus a
scholarship to a graduating South
Plainfield high school senior.

New members are always wel-
comed. For info, call 754-7410.

Fibromyalgia Support

Group Meeting
January 14

Do you suffer from “Fibromyalgia
Syndrome:” If so, come join others
who experience FMA as well at our
EMA Support Group at Pilgrim Cov-
enant Church. The next meeting is
Thesday, January 14 from 7-8:30 p.m.

For further information, contact
Pastor Cathy Stanley- Erlckson at
(908) 756-2474.

Historical Society

Mig. Place Changedv‘

January 14

Anyone who is planning to attend
the next meeting of the Historical
Society on Tuesday, Jan. 14, is asked
* to park in the high school student lot
. at the end of Lane Ave. and enter
 through the main doors. You will be
directed to the new classroom that will

be assigned that evening.
The agenda for the Jan. 14 meet-

ing includes, election, of officers for .

2003, committee dcslgnanom and a
slide show of older houses in town,
some now demolished. The public can
log on to the Historical Society
website at: http: //community.nj.com/
cc/spkﬁstoricalsocicty for more infor-
mation on this and other program-
ming. b i

A’rhlefic’ Booster 4
Club Meeting
January 14

The next meeting of the Arhletic
Booster Club will be held on Jan. 14
at our new time of 7:30, p.nt. in the
high school cafeteria. We will be dis-
cussing upcoming events, requests
from coaches and snack stand help.
Come join us — all are welcome!

Sacred Heart
Church

149 South Plainfield Ave.
Sotith Plainfield, NJ

Rev. John Paul
Alvarado, Pastor

Mass Schedule:

Saturday Evening Mass 5:00 p.m.
Surufay 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m.
Weekdays 9:00 a.m. (church)
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What'’s :
happening in

JANUARY

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake
9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool
(908) 754-1047

The Senior Gitizen’s Genter is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 8:30 AM.TO 12:30 PM.

Senior Center

EVENTS

MONDAY

Line Dancing Class begins Jan. 16/
Thursdays at 11 AM
Tickets on sale for matinee perfor-
mance of “Some Like It Hot,” Feb. 6

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY

FRIDAY

at NJ PAC. Cost $40

9:30-11:30AM
Yoga 10:30-11:30AM

Monthly Republican
Organization Mtg.
January 15

The first regular meeting of the
South Plainfield Republican Organi-
zation for 2003 will be held Wednes-
day, Jan. 15, at 8 p.m. at the Ameri-
can Legion hall on Oak Tree Rd.

All committee members are urged
to attend this important meeting. Any
resident who would like to become
involved with the organization, or
have concerns about the borough that

should be addressed, are also invited “[*

to attend.

OLC Plans Wafer Supper
January 12

Our Lady of Czestochowa is plan-
ning a Wafer Supper on Sunday, Jan.
12 from 4 to 8 p.m. Entertainment will
be Frank Sendzik and his band “The
Happy Tones.” Cost is $15 per per-
son and $6 for children under 12.

Call (908) 755-2516 for tickets.

Business Association

Mesfing -
Jaruary 16 i

The January meeting of the South
Plainfield Business Association will
hold their next meeting on Thursday,
Jan. 16, at Sherban’s Diner at 9 a.m.

Members and non-members are
invited to attend.

AARP Chapter
4144 Meeting
January 20

AARP Chaprer 4144 of South
Plainfield will meet on Jan. 20, in the

Monday Eve. Mass with Miraculous Medal NovenaPngyers 7 P m.
Holy Days 7Pm.‘(Vtg'l£ ); 7 and 9 am., 12:10 pan. and 7 pim.

Sacrament: of Reconcifiation
Saturday 10-11 q.n,, 4-4:45 p.m.
and after 5 p.m. Vigil Mass

Bingo 10-2 PM_

Shopping at
Pathmark 9AM
Practical Crafting
10-11AM

10

9 Bingo 10-2PM

1 4 Exercise & Walking‘l
Club 8:45-9:45AM
Movie 11:30 AM
AARP Crafts 1 PM

Senior Citizen Center, located at 90
Maple Ave. South Plainfield at 12:30.
Nancy Connor, a designer of custom
floral designs and decor decorating of
Interior Accents and Gifts will be the
guest speaker. It will not only be inter-
esting but fun also. Hope everyone had
a wonderful holiday season.

New Year Studenis
Dance at Sacred Heart
January 24
= A New Year Dance for all students

inigrades7; 8,9 and 10 js will be held.

on Friday; Jan. 24, in the Sacred
Heart Caféteria. The dance runs from
7 to 1Lip:m. (Lock down from 7:30
t0 10:30:p.m.): -

Music ‘will be presentcd by:
‘Soundz Good' Entertainment.” The
cost is $5 which includes soda and
chips. .

For additional information, call
Ginny O’Brien at 757-6057 or (908)
756-0633 ext. 10 or 12.

— Out of Town —

Middlesex East WOWSs

January 10

Middlesex East WOWs Carteret
Chaptu will hold & dance for widows
and widowers on Friday, Jan. 10, at
St. Demetrius Community Center,
681-691 Roosevelt Ave., Carteret. Ad-
mission is $8. Live music and refresh-
ments. 7:30 11:30 p.m. For more in-
formation, call (732) 969-1123 or
(908) 757-0515.

community!

Thank them by letting us know.

ood for the local economy

Shopping at 1 6
Pathmark 9 AM

Practical Crafting
10-11AM

Line Dancing 11AM-Noon

ENCOURAGE YOUR ORGANIZATION TO
SEND US THEIR UPCOMING EVENTS. We want
to add them to AROUND TOWN. It can make your
event more successful. Send them to us by mail,
fax or e-mail.

SEND US INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR
MILESTONES, i.e., promations, births, engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, graduations.
Include photos. Share your good .news with the

IF THERE 1S SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO
MAKES A DIFFERENCE in South Plainfield?

USE THE OBSERVER AS AN ADVERTISING
TOOL. Introduce your business to the commu-
nity. Promote your specials or sales. Residents
would rather patronize local businesses than
travel out of town. It is more convenient and it’s

Bingo 10-2PM

17

Live Rock this Friday
in New Brunswick
January 10

Your weekend plans start now kids.
That’s right, you can catch Bongo
Dave as he kicks the kit with AKASA
on Friday, Jan. 10 at 10 p.m. with the
Crayons and the Happy Accidents.
They will be appearing at the Court
Tavern, 124 Church $t. in New
Bl’u.nSWle

* For more information call (732)
545-7265 or logon to their website

. at wwwicourttavern:net: You can check,

out the band online at www.akasa-
music.com, www.mp3.com/akasa or
www.cdbabycom/akasamusic.

level Zeroto «
Appear at Birch Hill
January 10

Local band Level Zero is scheduled
to appear at the Birch Hill Entertain-
ment Complex Friday, Jan. 10. Band
members include: Josh Jackson,
Danny Lammi, Ryan Cornell and
Greg-Gatbowsky. The show will in-
clude five other bands from the area.

Ticket prices are $10 each. All ages

| arewelcome apd doors open at 7 p.m.

Tickets are available through any Level
Zero Band member or by contacting
Josh Jackson at (908) 753-9269. Birch
Hill Entertainment Complex is located
on Route 9 in Old Bridge.

Robert Klein Concert
January 18
Camden County Board of Free-
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holders and Collingswood Borough
will present the timeless influential
comedy of Robert Klein at the
‘Scottishe Rite Auditorium, 5315
White Horse Pike in Collingswood.
The concert will be held Saturday,
Jan. 18 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $25 and
$28. Tickets are on sale now.
Probably no single event is more
indicative of Robert Klein’s success
than his first sold-out concert at
Carnegie Hall in 1973, “The First
“Annual Robert Klein Reunion.” For
nearly two hours, Klein knocked out
his audience with his high-energy
comedy and comment. The critics

. raved, and Klein affirmed his place

as a major personality in contempo-
rary entertainment and as an influ-
ence on a whole generation of come-
dians.

Tickets available at all County
stores: Echelon Mall, Winslow Ser-
vice Center and Cherry Hill Mall;
Collingswood Borough Hall, all
Ticketmaster locations, charge by
phone at (856) 338-9000 or (215)
336-2000, and at www.ticket-
master.com. For more information
call the concert hotline at (856) 216-
2170 Two dollars from each ticket is
directed toward theatre restoration.

Martin Luther King,
Jr. Sunrise Breakfast
January 20

In celebration of the life and the

impact to diversity by the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther. King, Jr., the

, %zmcisct County Cultaral Diversity

tion announces its First Annual
Sunrise Breakfast scheduled for Mon-
day, Jan. 20, from 8 to 10 a.m. to be
held at the Somerset Medical Cen-
ter, Fuld Auditorium, marking what
would have been Dr. King’s 74th
birthday.

- Mr. Lawrence Hamm, Chairman
of the People’s Organization for
Progress (PO.R) of Newark is sched-
uled as the keynote speaker. Mr.
Hamm, a distinguished advocate for
both domestic and international hu-
man rights was the youngest person
ever to be appointed to the Newark
Board of Education, at the age of sev-
enteen. A Princeton graduate, Mr.
Hamm brings a true passion for
causes of importance to all humans,
regardless of race, alike.

Donation is $5 at the door, which
includes a scrumptious buffet. For
reservations, contact Ms. Kay Hurd
at 908-285-2960 or khurd@
somersethealthcare.com. For future
information about the Coalition, call
(908) 927-0618.

SUGGEST A BUSINESS FOR US TO
SPOTLIGHT. If you have had great service in
South Plainfield, share it with your neighbors
through the newspaper.

SUBMIT LETTERS TO THE EDITOR to allow

readers to discuss and react to issues.

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS. if you have an event,
take a photo, write a caption identifying the event
and people and send it to us. The best photos

record action and don’t include so many people

that it is impossible to identify anyone. Please
don’t send us photocopies or laser prints. They

don’t reproduce well.

HOW TO CONTACT US, By mail: 1110 Hamilton
Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080;

By phone: 908-668-0010; By fax: 908-668-8819;
By email: ggnan@aol.

SUBSCRIBE. It’s $25. (in town) for one year!!

N
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" Pictured at their first regular meeting in December are (seated L to R) Dr. Mosty Garcia, Tonette Pagdonsolan,
' Dr. Penny Montana, IPRC Bert V. Latonio, CC/PDG Joe Bocklage, CS/PP Dottie Bocklage, and PDM Linda Mayo.

Standing L to R: Lolit Garcia, Cherry Perez, Rosario Agbanlog, Carla Plaza, Rebecca Robak, Josie Paunte, Pat
Lapitan, Roseller Lapitan; Gilbert De la Cruz, Glenn Castillo, Emma Latonio, Carmen Patena, David Aguinaldo,

Myra Talavera, and Erwin Talavera.

A new Lions Club is coming to
South Plainfield on March 22, 2003
when 46 men and women celebrate the
formation of the South Plainfield FIL-
AM Lions Club at the Sheraton Hotel
in Iselin at 7:30 p.m.

added, “T have confidence with these
new Lions’ capabilities and qualities and
we will work together in harmony and
demonstrate the true meaning of the
lions motto: We Serve. I believe, that
South Plainfield will also be proud to

Left to right: CC/PDG Joe Bocklage, CS/PP Dottle Bocklage and IPRC Bert

V. Latonio.

' Durig the ceremony; Lions Clubs
International District 16-D Governor
John Dutkowski, the Guiding Lions-
Council Chairman/PDG Joseph
Bocklage and District 16-D Cabinet

Secretary/PP Dorothy Bocklage will -

present the members of the new club
with their official charter. Members of
the Franklin Township (SC) Lions
Club, who sponsored the formation of
the South Plainfield FIL-AM Lions
Club, will also be on hand to congratu-
late the new Lions.

“T am extremely proud and honored
to welcome these fine men and women
as fellow charter Lions,” said the elected
Charter President Bert Latonio. He

" ‘havesucha fine group serving the com-

munity.” :

The elected Charter Officers are:
President Bert V. Latonio, PE, IPRC,
First Vice President Remigio Diaz,
CPA, PP, Second Vice President Dr.
Josephine Montana, Third Vice Presi-
dent Rubelita Maramba, Secretary Dr.
Mostiolo Garcia, Treasurer Tonette
Pagdonsolan, RN, Tail Fwister Rebecca
Robak, RN, Lion Tamer Emma H.
Latonio, RN, Membership Director
Roseller Lapitan, One Directors Linda
Mayo, PDM (JC) and Gilbert De La
Cruz and Two-Year Diréctors David
Aguinaldo and Josie Paunte, RN.

The South-Plainﬁcl@ FIL-AM Lions

Azello

Chiropractic Center, PC.

Your Hometown Source for Health & Wellness

2201 South Clinton Avenue, Suite H
South Plainfield, NJ 07080-1471
On the corner of New Market and South Clintorn g

TAX RETURNS PREPARED * WILLS, CLOSINGS
INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS, » PERSONAL INJURY _
WORKERS COMPENSATION

PAUL W. GRZENDA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT.
_ ATTORNEY AT LAW :

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
SO. PLAINFIELD OFFICE Tel.: (908) 769-8602

Lions Chartera New Club in South Plainfield

Club plans to become involved with
the Lions’ local, district and state
projects. To name a few: The Lions
Eye Bank of Delaware Valley, NJ Blind
Athletes Association, Recording for
the Blind and Dyslexic, Inc., St
Joseph’s School for the Blind, NJ Eye-
glass Recycling Center, District 16-D
Audio-Visual Screening Foundation
(Eye-mobile), District 16-D Eye and
Ear Foundation, Middlesex County
Blind Association, Camp Nejeda and
more.

Internationally, the Lions primary
activity is assistance to the blind and
visually impaired. They are also very
involved with many youth initiatives.
Lions Clubs International is the
world’s largest service club organiza-
tion with more than 1.4 million mem-
bers in more than 188 countries.

The charter members’ list are as fol-
lows: Rosario Agbanlog, David Agui-
naldo, Himelda Alba, Rose Aquino,
Estela Bacarro, Lebe Besa, Celso Car-
bonell, Glenn Castillo, Corazon Castil-
lo, Gilbert De la Cruz, Robert Denos-
ta, Teresa Denosta, Matibel Diaz, Re-
migio Diaz, Dr. Mostiolo Garcia, Lo-
lita Garcia, Willy Gonzales, Ludi de
Asis Hughes, Andy Kehr, Kate Kehr,
Roseller Lapitan, Pat Lapitan, Bert V.
Latonio, Emma Latonio, Butch Lon-
toc, Belinda Lontoc, Ruben Malamog,
MacArthur Maramba, Rubelita Ma-
ramba, Linda Mayo, Dr. Josephine
Montana, Tonette Pagdonsolan, Jerry
Pagdonsolan, Carmen Patena, Josie

- Paunte, Cherry Perez, Carla Plaza, Re-

becca Robak, Renato Rosales, Lucito
Salapare, Erwin Talavera, Myra Tala-
vera, Wilson Verzosa, Rosalie Vilaz, Je-
ana Villajin, and Dr. Edmundo Vitug.

Annual Art Auction
Returns To Pilgrim
Covenant Church

The Learning Center and Church
Council at Pilgtim Covenant Church,
3121 Park Ave, are pleased to announce
the return of their Annual Art Auction
on Friday, Jan. 10.

Presented by Ross Galleries of New
York, the custom framed and matted
art work can be previewed beginning
at 7 p.m. in the church basement where
finger foods and beverages will be avail-
able. The Auction itself begins at 8 p.m.
in the church sanctuary.

A variety of contemporary artists
including Kinkade, Rockwell,
Boulanger, Delacroix, Wyeth and
Moses will be represented.

Tickets, which include a free entry

- for the door prize, are available at the

door for $9 per couple or $5 per single.

Observers are welcome; however, if
you are tempted, payment for the art
work may be made by MasterCard,
Visa, Discover and AmExp.

A major fundraiser for the church,
proceeds are designated for facility
improvements. For tickets or informa-
tion please call 908-756-4879.

southplainfieldpeople

Milestones

Tina and Keith Eggert
are proud to announce the
birth of their daughter
Rachel Jean Eggert on Jan.
1, 2003 at 10:24 a.m.
Rachel was the first baby to
be born at Somerset Hos-
pital on New Year’s Day, |
weighing in at 7lbs 140z. |

Waiting arhome in South. |
Plainfield are her brother
Tyler and sister Gabriella, six {
aunts, two uncles, and 10
‘cousins. Female cousins
were overjoyed to hear of
Rachel’s birth—bringing
the out numbered girls to

Eggerts Welcorne New Year Baby

Tina and Keith Eggert with Rachel Jean
five with the boys still holding at eight.

Both Keith and Tina’s parents are very involved with their grandchildren and
would like to say congratulations!

Adam Toth Nominated to Attend
Youth Leadership Forum

Adam Toth has received confirma-
tion of his nomination to attend a ses-
sion of the National Youth Leadership
Forum on Medicine, to be held. dur-
ing the summer of 2003.

The decision to nominate Adam
was based on a scholastic recommen-
dation by his A.P. biology teacher. He
will be attending the forum in Phila-
delphia, Pa., from June 22 to July 1.

Adam will be joining 350 other stu-
dents from across America.

The Forum is an exceptional edu-
cational experience that will allow him
to study and learn from some of the ~
nation’s most distinguished medical
leaders, rescarchers and practitioners
whose dedication and ability have -
brought them to the top of their pro-
fession.

Summer Drama Workshop
Selects 2003 Show

The South Plainfield Summer -
Drama Workshop has selected the
musical Crazy for You as their produc-
-tion for 2003.

Crazy for You features the music of
George Gershwin and Ira Gershwin,
and has plenty of opportunities for the
cast todo what they love—sing, dance,
and put on a great show.

The performance dates will be July

31, Aug. 1,2 and 3. Audition dates
will be in early June. Watch the OF-
server for more information, or check

.out our website www.spsdw.com.

" The SPSDW was awarded a grant
from the Middlesex County Cultural
and Heritage Comumission. This is the
second consecutive year the group has
received a grant from the commission.

See page 12 for related article.

On Thursday and Friday, Janu-
ary 9 and 10, Middle School Art
Teacher Diane Kardos’ classes will
host several guest speakers.

The speakers, local residents
| working in various art fields, will
offer students a chance to explore
different art career options.

South Plainfield residents and
sisters Linda Stockman Berkowitz
and Karen Kunch will visit the -

| Students Offered a Look at Art Careers

school on Thursday morning.

Linda, a student at duCret
School of Art, will discuss her work
in art production and oil painting.
Karen will introduce students to the
field of fashion design.

On Friday, North Plainfield resi-
dent Mark Romanofski, fantasy il-
lustrator and instructor at duCret,
will speak about his work.

%

\/
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HOMET OWN HEROS

Homemade Potato, Pasta,
: Cole Slaw & Macaroni Salads

340 Hamilton Blvd. So. Plainfield
908 755-HERO

Open 6AM

For The Everyday Hero »
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By VIrTUE OF THE Power VESTED IN ME As Mavor Or TeE BoroucH OF SoutH PLAINEIELD,
AND PURSUANT To ORDINANCE #728 ANp N J.5.4.40:55D, I, DANIEL J. GALLAGHER,
Do HEerEBY APPOINT

NAME BOARD Y EXPIRATION

Dorothy Miele .................... Environmental Commission .. December 31, 2005
Planning Board Rep. ... - Environmental Commission .. December 31, 2003
Sarah Micle ......... Environmental Commission ...... ... December 31, 2005
Larry Randolph .. --- Environmental Commission - Chair .......... December 31,2003
John Koelble .... ... December 31, 2003
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley ............ December 31,2003
Raymond Petronko . --- Mayor’s HCD Representative .. December 31,2003
John Pabst Planning Board- Class I ... December 31, 2003

Robert Ackerman Planning Board- Class IV ... December 31, 2006
Christopher Politi . .. Planning Board- Alternate T ... December 31, 2006
Jay Kartergener ... Planning Board-Alternate IT ... December 31, 2005
Jack Pedersen ... .. Planning Board- Class IV ... ... December 31, 2004

Kathleen Thomas . . Planning Board- Class IV .... ... December 31, 2004
Joseph DeAndrea . -- Property Board of Appeals ... .. December 31, 2005
Joseph Padula Property Board of Appeals ..... ... December 31, 2005
Dominick Demico ... Property Board of Appeals .. ... December 31, 2005
Michael Alvarez. - Recreation Commission ............................. December 31, 2007
Calvin Gross ..... .. Recreation Commission ...... December 31,2007

Dennis Cerami
Vincent Buttiglieri ....

- Council Liaison to Traffic Safety .
Mayor’s Rep- Middlesex County ...
Transportation Coord. Committee

.. December 31,2003
December 31, 2003

I, DanIEL J. GALLAGHER, MAYOR OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, PUT FORTH THE FOLLOWING
NOMINEES FOR APPOINTMENT TO BE APPROVED BY THE MAJORITY OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL:

NAME BOARD - EXPIRATION

Joseph DeAndrea Construction Board of Appeals- Architect ... December 31,2005
Joseph Padula..... - Construction Board of Appeals- Electric ..... December 31,2005
Dominick Demico, Jr. - Construction Board of Appeals- Plumbing .. December 31, 2005
Larry Del Negro ... - Construction Board of Appeals- Fire ... December 31, 2005
George DeLuca -... Construction Board of Appeals- Alt. Bldg ... December 31,2005
Marjorie Reedy .. -... Cultural Arts Commission ... December 31, 2005
Myra Stillman . - Cultural Arts Commission ...................... December 31, 2005
rediforh 20 Health Advisory Board ..... - December 31, 2005
Natalie Bergen ... Health Advisory Board .. - December 31, 2005
Patricia Parente ... Health Advisory Board .. - December 31, 2004

Eric Aronowitz, Library Board of Trustees .. . December 31, 2007
Peter Calderone ... .. Library Board of Trustees ... December 31,2007
Thomas Butler ... -.. Library Board of Trustees- Board of Ed December 31, 2003
Patricia Guarradi .. Taxpayers Advisory Group ... December 31, 2005

Richard Petron .. - Taxpayers Advisory Group . .. December 31, 2005

HarryKuhn ..... ... Taxpayers Advisory Group . December 31, 2005

April Wasnick ... .. Taxpayers Advisory Group . December 31, 2005

Craig McKenzie ...... -.. Taxpayers Advisory Group ... December 31, 2005

Kidambi Raghunathan ......... Taxpayers Advisoty Group ........... December 31, 2005
- Frank Mikorski..........c.uvenn... Traffic Safety Advisory Commission .......... December 31,2003
ek % -Board of Ed Representative

Traffic Safety Advisory Commission ........... December 31, 2003

-Police Dept Representative ‘

Traffic Safety Advisory Commission ......... December 3152005 .- wxmmnss
Traffic Safety Advisory Commission December 31,2003

-DPW Representative

December 31, 2003
December 31, 2003
December 31, 2006
¥ .. December 31, 2006
- Zoning Board of Adjustment-Alternate I .... December 31,2004
Zoning Board of Adjustment-Alternate II ... December 31, 2003

 Maria Campagna ..
Victor Stillakis ..

As CouNcir PRESIDENT, I, Jaues VOKRAL, PUT FORTH THE FOLLOWING NOMINEES FOR.
APPOINTMENT TO BE APPROVED BY THE MAJORITY OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL:

NAME - BOARD - EXPIRATION
Anthony Giammarino .. Business Advisory Gtoup ......................... December 31, 2005
John Pabst ... - Business Advisory Group . . December 31, 2003
David J. Samuel . - Business Advisory Group . December 31, 2003
Robert Longo. - Business Advisory Group... December 31, 2005
Jack Pedersen -... Business Advisoty Group 1..t\.... - December 31, 2003
EdKubala....... ... *CoungiPs HED Representative . - December 31, 2003
Alice Tempel - Greenbrook Flood Control ... December 31,2003
Charles Butrico .. . Greenbrook Flood Control- Alternate [ ....... December 31, 2003
David J. Samue] . Greenbrook Flood Control- Alternatell ...... December 3 1, 2003
Charles Butrico Planning Board- Class III - December 31, 2003
-... Senior Citizen Advisory Committee............ December 31,2003

-Coordinator

.............. Senior Citizen Advisory Committee............ December 31,2003

-Council Liaison

THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS ARE HERERY PASSED BY THE GOVERNING
BobY oF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD:

Resolution Name . Position Term Expires
10-1 Vincent Buttiglieri ..... -~ Public Agency Compliance Officer ...... December 31, 2003
10-2 Andrew Hodulik ... Borough Auditor ....... December 31, 2003
10-3ThomasLanza..... ... Borough Prosecutor ... ... December 31, 2003
10-4 Edward Santoro Public Defender December 31, 2003

.. Tax Search Officer December 31, 2003

i
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Once again we gather to celebrate
our most basic right as citizens of the
United States, the right to elect our
representatives. As Ed Kubala and Jim
Vokral start their tenth year as mem-
bers of the borough council and I com-
mence my fourth term as your Mayor,
I can assure you that the meaning of
this day is no less significant to us than
the day we took our first oath of office.
As young men and women in our mili-
tary are poised half a world away to
once again wage battle to protect our
inalienable rights, let none of us ever
take for granted our American free-
dom. With full appreciation of that
knowledge, it is my honor to once
again report on the state of our bor-
ough and to set forth this governing
body’s goals for the year ahead.

2002 was a year like no other in the
history of South Plainfield. The dreams
of decades came to reality in one grand
12-month period. We cut the ribbon
on one of the finest senior housing
projects in the state of New Jersey, the
most modern, state-of-the-art senior
recreation center and we doubled the
size of our PA.L. On top of all of that,
we purchased needed equipment for
our fire, police and rescue squad, be-
gan refurbishing the former senior rec
center as the hub of our emergency
management department, repaved an-
other sixteen roads, paved the parking
areas to our soccer fields, Pop Warner
fields and girls baseball complex, and
are about to complete a new jogging/
walking trail around Putnam Park.
What may be the most amazing aspect
of all of these projects is that they were
all done ‘pay as you go’ and they were
all completed without raising munici-
pal taxes. In fact, our municipal debt
went down again last year, for the
cighth year in 2 row. 've said it before
and PIf say it again, “Let those who
think government can’t be run effi-
ciently and cost effectively come to
South Plainfield. ..we'll be glad to give
them a lesson on how it can be done.

No year. can top 2002, but this
mayor and council are committed to
keeping South Plainfield as the model
of open, responsive and fiscally con-
servative government. Here is a par-
tial list of the areas. that I want the
members of the borough council to
concentrate on this year:

* Councilmember Charlie Butrico
has dene an outstanding job of taking
control of the Helen Street project. Just
last month councilmember Butrico re-
ported that the environmental assess-
ment stage is close to completion and

Mayor Daniel Gallagher’s
South Plainfield Reorganization Address

the project is ready for
the property acquisition
and design stage. All we
need is approval from
the Federal government
to fund those items
ahead of the scheduled
disbursement date. Tam
pleased to announce
that our United States
Senator Jon Corzine is
working with us to ex-
pedite the project. In
fact, Senator Corzine
met with Council mem-
ber Butrico, Assembly-
man Diegnan and I this
morning right here at
Borough Hall to go
over the project with us.
I cannot thank Senator

* Council President
Jim Vokral has taken the
lead on two crucial
projects affecting the
health and safety of our
citizens. The manner in
which Jim has dealt with
the possible contamina-
tion at Veterans Park is
a model of leadership.
Within days of the re-
ceipt of the report, the
park was properly se-
cured and tests were
conducted on all sus-
pected locations of con-
tamination. A meeting
was arranged with the
Department of Environ-
mental Protection and a
clean up plan is right

Corzine enough for
helping South Plainfield
with this project. The senator is a
model of a dedicated and responsive
public servant. If the Federal Govern-
ment cooperates as we hope, we will
see ground broken for Helen Street
either late next year or in the early part
of 2005. Thank you, Charlie, for get-
ting this project organized. I know you
will continue to work hard to advance
its completion. There is no single proj-
ect which is more important to the
quality of life in South Plainfield than
the completion of Helen Street from
Durham Ave. to Metuchen Rd.

* Council member Butrico has also
taken responsibility for the Hamilton
Blvd. reconstruction project, which will
be funded by Middlesex County. Our
frecholder, John Pulomena, deserves all
of our thanks for making this projecta
priority for the county. Hamilton Blvd.
will be totally reconstructed, including
drainage, curbs and sidewalks all the
way from New Market Ave. to Valley
Bank at Durham Ave. From Valley
Bank to Stelton Rd., Hamilton Blvd.
will be widened to four lanes. Traffic
signals will also be installed at St. Nich-
olas Ave., Hollywood Ave. and South
Clinton Ave. This is an extensive proj-
ect and requires approximately 100
property acquisitions and Department
of Transportation review and approval.
Although every effort was made to be-
gin construction this spring, it must be
delayed until spring of 2004. However,
it will be worth the wait to improve
this main thoroughtfare of our borough.

¢ As chairperson of Public Works,
Council member Bob Cusick will once
again coordinate the road reconstruc-
tion projects in our borough. THis year

Mayor Daniel Gallagher

12 more roads will be repaved, includ-
ing Ten Eyck, Banta, Clinton Terrace,
Ivy, Yale, Clark, Caffrey and portions
of Oxford, Clarke Ave. and Feld Ave.
In addition, we haye applied for a state
grant to widen Durham Ave. to four
lanes, all the way from its intersection
with Hamilton Blvd. to the entrance
of Route 287. With the completion of
the Hamilton Blvd. reconstruction, the
widening of Durham Ave. and the
completion of Helen St., there is finally
light at the end of the tunnel to ad-
dress the terrible traffic congestion in
the borough. In addition, Council
member Cusick has promised Council
member Petronko that the parking ar-
eas of the junior baseball complex will
also be paved this year. Thank you,
Bob, for doing an outstanding job as
the liaison to Public Works.

* No council member has the energy
and enthusiasm of Raymond Petronko.
Under Ray’s leadership, évery park in
South Plainfield has been completely re-
furbished. Of course, the highlight of
his tenure was the completion of the
PA.L. and senior rec center this year.

But Ray isnt finished yet. The beauti-

tul new jogging trail at Putnam Park will
be enhanced this year with additional
parking and bathroom facilities. Thena

new soccer field will be installed. In ad- -

dition, our community pool activities
will be expanded to include miniature
golf, and new programs will be added
to the senior center. It’s no wonder that
South Plainfield is always complement-
ed for its recreational programs for all
age groups. Keep up the good work
Raymond. You are a tremendous asset
for the residents of our borough.

now being reviewed by
the D.E.P. The work will
be completed by late spring. Before the
end of summer, Veterans Park will once
again be a beautiful and safe place for
our children to play. In addition, our
council president is coordinating the
redevelopment of the Hamilton Blvd.
Industrial Site at the intersection of the
boulevard and New Market Ave. A re-
development agency has already been
formed and Jim will be meeting with
Congressman Ferguson to expedite
EPA review. Under Jim Vokrals lead-
ership, the contaminated and unattrac-
tive site will be replaced with good

.clean uses within the next two years.

Thank you, Jim, for your dedication
to these projects and to the health,
safety and welfare of our residents.

¢ Council member Dennis Cerami
has become synonymous with public
safety in South Plainfield. The mem-
bers of our police department, fire de-
partment, rescue squad and emergency

“managerent department know that he

will always work to give them what
they need to do their jobs protecting
the health and safety of our residents.
In the wake of 9/11, we are fortunate
to have someone like Dennis serving
on the borough council. Over the last
several years we have budgeted in ex-
cess of $1 million dollars to purchase
the necessary state-of-the-art equip-
ment to-keep our emergency services
the best in New Jersey. This year our
new emergency management com-

mand center will be completed and our

police department will be equipped
with a new state-of-the-art Computer
Assisted Dispatch System. I was in-
formed last Friday that the C.A.D. sys-
tem will be paid for by 4 $200,000 grant

received through the State Emergency
Preparedness fund. Our Assemblyman,
Patrick Diegnan, secured this grant on
behalf of the borough. South Plainfield
is fortunate to have one of our own serv-
ing in the state legislature. Thank you,
Patrick, for your work on behalf of your
home town and thank you Council
member Cerami for working every day
to keep South Plainfield a safe place to
live and work and raise a family.

* The most thankless job goes to
Council member Ed Kubala. As chair-
person of Administration and Finance
Committee, Ed is responsible for our
borough’s finances. His committee has
worked to keep borough expenses flat
over the last nine years, resulting in no
municipal tax increase in three of the
last five years. By now everyone knows
that our economy is not in good shape.
As a result of decreased tax receipts,
our governor has already alerted mu-
nicipalities that state aid will remain flat
this year. I know under Ed’s leadership
we will be able to once again cut bor-
ough expenses. The particular chal-
lenge to this year’s budget concerns
increased pension costs and health in-
surance costs. Our Chief Financial Of-
ficer Glenn Cullen estimates that those
costs will increase between $750,000
and one million dollars this year. That
equates to between six and nine tax
points. This mayor and council are
committed to continuing to keep taxes
under control. Thank you, Ed, for your
hard work in the past and I know that
you will make the hard decisions which
are necessary to continue to keep South
Plainfield’s municipal taxes one of the
lowest in Middlesex County.

In 2001, this country was attacked
for only the second time in our his-
tory. That tragic event forced us all to
reexamine what we, as a people, are
all about. In 2002 we gave the an-
swer to the world and, more impor-
tantly, to each other. We are a strong
and caring nation. We may on occa-
sion bend, but we will never break.
With that certainty in mind, let us all
go forward and embrace the new year
as another opportunity to do new and
exciting things and renew our com-
mitment to the principles upon which
the United States of America was
founded. As your mayor, and on be-
half of your council, you have our
word that we will work as hard as we -
can to keep South Phinfield a great
borough.

Thank you for coming today and
God’s blessings to you and yourfami:
lies and God Bless America.. . .

Republican Response to Mayor Gallagher’s Annual Message

The beginning of a new year is a
time for optimism. It’s a time to re-
flect on the gains of the pastand a time
to envision what we can strive for in
the days to come. It’s a time to cel-
ebrate victories and learn from defeats.

Yet reality must temper optimism.
In celebrating what is good, we must
not lose sight of what needs mending.
The South Plainfield Republicans join
the Mayor and Council in celebrating
all that makes South Plainfield a spe-
cial place: its sense of community; its
fine schools and its abundant tireless
volunteers. Souith Plainfield has much
to be proud of.

But at the same time, we should not
overlook our challenges. The Repub-
lican Party serves a vital purpose in
keeping a one-party Mayor and Coun-
cil focused on serving the residents. We
pledge to be vigilant in this endeavor.:
We must not overlook problems like
overdevelopment, increasing traffic,
mounting expenses and higher taxes.
In their zeal to celebrate their victo-
ties, the Mayor and members of the

Council must not lose sight of these
problems and the need to attend to
them.

Overdevelopment is the single-big-
gest problem we face. South Plainfield
needs a plan to combat the building
tidal wave that is engulfing our small
community. We are not alone in facing

. this problem. Many suburban towns

face a similar threat. Nevertheless, we
need to recognize this crisis and take
the needed steps to combat it.
Unfortunately; the Mayor and Coun-
cil have not yet offered a plan to attack
overdevelopment. Nor have they rec-
ognized that it is indeed a problem. The
Republican Party calls upon them to
present a plan to slow the Borough’s
expansion —not stop it, but slow it to a
reasonable pace. To that end, we stand
ready to assist, and we offer our sup-
port. For example, in last year’s cam-
paign the Republican candidates sug-
gested a temporary moratorium on sell-
ing borough-owned land to builders.
This is one way the Mayor and Council
can slow growth, at least temporarily:

We need not sell big builders land upon
which to build. If we do, it’s akin to
selling spray paint to a child and then
complaining about the graffiti.

We also suggest thatan ad-hoc com-
mittee— composed of Democrats, Re-
publicans, and Independents-be
formed to investigate other methods
for slowing things down. We should
look to other towns to see what’s
worked for them. In addition, bills in
the Legislature would allow munici-
palities to enact timed-growth ordi-
nances and assess impact fees on large
developments. Of course, the big
builders oppose these measures. We
should be encouraging them, and if
enacted, taking advantage of them.

Opverdevelopment is the chief culprit
for the problems we face. Yet it would
be foolish to assume our other prob-
lems will vanish by simply getting a
handle on the building boom after
much of the damage is done. We need
to face certain difficulties head on. For
example, we need to work to solve the
traffic tie-ups that choke our main ar-

teries. We should not be putting all our
eggs in one basket (i.c., the Helen

Street project) when that basket that

won’t even be weaved for at least three
or four more years. Residents, like
those living on or near Maple Avenue,
Durham Avenue, and Hamilton Bou-
levard, face these problems today, and
we need to act with a sense of urgency.

In the same vein, we need to look at
the budget and the services we pro-
vide our residents. Have our attempts
to shift responsibilities to the County
and independent contractors yielded
the results we’d hoped for? Is contract-
ing with an engineering firm saving us
money or should we go back to hav-
ing a borough engineer? Are we pro-
viding the right staffing and equipment
to our public works department? Is it
properly equipped to handle services
like snow plowing and leaf collection?
As the town grows, is there a need for
more police on the streets to fight
crime? If not, what can be done to
make South Plainfield safer? Can we
cut overhead at Borough Hall by com-

- bining or eliminating unnecessary ad-

ministrative positions? What can be
done to accelerate the remediation of
Veterans’ Park? The Mayor’s address
lacks answers to many of these ques-
tions.

Republicans, just like Democrats,
don’t have all the answers. But we hope
the Mayor and Council will not ignore
our ideas, critiques, and suggestions
just because they come from the op-
position party. Remember, both par-
ties seek to build a better South
Plainfield.

In closing, the South Plainfield Re-
publican Party pledges to support our
Mayor and Council when they are right
and to staunchly oppose them when
they are wrong. We will do our best to
keep the absolute power of the Demo-
cratic Party in check and will continu-
ally remind them they serve the resi-
dents of South Plainfield first and fore-
most. We hope that by serving as
watchdogs we can challenge the Mayor
and Council to better serve us all. These
are our goals for 2003.
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WRESTLING

Middle School Wrestlers 11-0

The South Plainfield Middle School
wrestling team is now 11-0 on the sea-
son after posting two big wins over
league rivals North Warren 66-24 and
Voorhees 46-27 at a tri match on Sat-
urday at the PAL. )

In the Voorhees match, the Tigers
got going when Robert Gentile won a
4-0 decision over Mike Hafke. Patrick
Hunter posted -a big win when he
pinned state place winner, Chris Bisbee

at 4:10. Billy Ashnault followed with -

a major decision over Chad Mazurek.
Bryan Hunt also won by decision over
Henry Knabe. Danny Pompillio fol-
lowed with a fall over Nick Myers at
1:30. Nick Dorey scored a major deci-
sion over Charlie Wascavage. Mike
Jakubik waste little time pinning Dusrin
Fletcher at 0:46. Mark Wagner fol-
lowed with a fifty second pin over Fred
Risen. Sam Martin won by fall over
Greg Durrea at 3:20. Travis Noll, who
continues to improve, won a tough 4-
1 decision over Travis Hoffman. Also
wrestling where An Vo, Brad Marin,

. Swadik Pathlic and Rocco Petriello.
In the North Warren match the Ti-
gers picked up where they left off. Af
ter Robert Gentile won by forfeit,
Patrick Hunter followed with a fall over
Corey Jenson at 0:55. An Vo then
pinned Mike Dilley in thirty two sec-
» onds. Billy Ashnault kept things going
with another pin over Brant Simmons
- at 1:41. Bryan Hunt also won by fall
over Brandon Kroehlich at 0:40. Nick
Dorey faced Luke Stefanacci and won
by fall at 1:29. Mike Jalubik took early
control and then pinned Dan Lasso at
1:33. Mark Wagner followed with a pin

over Kyle Lurz at 1:39. Sam Martin had
the quickest fall of the day when he
pinned Framk Fox in 27 seconds. Travis
Noll kept his win streak going when
he pinned Mike Suk at 1:17. Rocco

- Petriello closed the scoring with a fall

over Mike Whitehead at 2:34. Also

wrestling where Danny Pompillio, Brad,

Martin, Swadik Pathlic. South Plainfield
forfeited the heavyweight match.

In Other League Action

The Tigers beat Watchung 59-10
and Randolph 61-24 and Bridgewater
66-6.

In the Watchung match, winning for
the Tigers were, Patrick Hunter by fall,
Billy Ashnault by fall, Bryon Hunt by
fall, Danny Pompillio by fall, Mike
Jakubik by decision 10-8, Brad Martin

decision 3-2, Sam Martin by fall and

Travis Nol by fall. Winning by forfeit
was Robert Gentile.

Winning matches in Randolph were
Robert Gentile by forfeir, Patrick
Hunter by fall, Billy Ashnault by fall,
Bryan Hun by forfeit, Danny Pompillio
by forfeit, Nick Dorey major decision
11-0, Mike Jakubik by fall, Mark
Wagner by forfeit, Brad Martin by de-
cision 8-1, Sam Martin by forfeit and
Travis Noll by fall.

Winners in Bridgewater were, Patrick
Hunter by fall, Nick Vetuschi by for-
feit, Billy Ashnault by fall, Bryan Hunt
and Danny Pompillio, by forfeit, Nick
Dorey major decision 11-1, Mike
Jakubik by forfeit, Mark Wagner by
decision 4-3, Sam Martin by fall and
Travis Noll by tech fall 15-0.

Kasza Memorial Tournament Results

Tiger wrestlers traveled to Belvidere
for the annual Kasza Memorial Wres-
tling Tournament, winning five med-
als with seven wrestlers competing.
Winning titles for South Plainfield were
Anthony Ashnault, who won his first
three matches to reach the finals and
won by decision. Scott Whalen won
his first three matches, two by fall and
his final by decision. He was named

Most Outstanding Wrestler for the tourn-
ament. Ryan Billich had a great tourna-
ment, winning his first two matches by
major decision 14-1 and 14-3.

In the finals, Billich dropped a close

6-3 decision for second place. Fourth
place went to Kyle Brady and Stephen
Petriello. Also winning matches but not
placing where Ryan Sacco and Jeffrey
Conroy.

High School Tigers Crown Two
Champions at Red Devil Classic

The High School Wrestling Team
competed at the Red Devil Classic wres-
tling tournament and came home with
two individual champions and three
third place winners.

Claiming titles for South Plainfield
were Senior Co-Captain Glenn Gross,
and Junior Heavyweight Ryan Elliot.

Gross won his title by major decision
over Anthony Pentoriero of Toms
River East. Ryan Elliot won his title
by decision over Matt Lamela of Old
Bridge. Placing third for the Tigers
where Jim Conroy, Guy Severini and
Rob Maistickle. Steve Johnston finished
in fourth place.

| the

Have You
Purchased
Your Brick Yet?

Show your. support for our local firemen. Your
purchase of a brick will help fund the South
“Plainfield Firemen’s Memorial to be built next to
the Senior Citizen Center Your
brick will be engraved with the
name of your choice and placed on
path to the memorial. Bricks can be
purchased for only $75 for individuals or $175 for

businesses.

Rec Wrestlers
Open Season
With A Win

The South Plainfield Recreation
| wmsﬂmg team opemd there 2002-

fall at 0:39 over
jwnmgwcdxc'l’igcrsan
, but the Tigers loss the
atches and trailed 10-6
the 63 pound match,
'y Conroy wona 3-0 de-
Tyler Vitelli. Ryan Sacco,

work scoring a tech fall |
6 over Paul Ragsdale 15-0. Also-

e

Sports

By Bob Hunter §

Tigers Win Big At Kittatiny

South Plainfield wrestlers traveled to
Kittatiny this past weekend and came
home with five individual champions
and four second place finishes. The Ti-
gers with twenty seven wrestlers entered
came home with sixteen place winners.

Anthony Ashnault Bantam got the

Tigers rolling claiming the first title of
the day when he pinned Curtis Hewitt
of Red Hawk in the second period.
Mike Wagner kept things going when
he scored a tech fall 16-0 over Andrew
Wilson-of Hampton.
* Patrick Hunter claimed the third title
of the day when he won a major deci-
sion 9-0 over Nick Pastore of Hopat-
cong,. Danny Pompillio won his title de-
feating fellow team mate Nick Vallone
by decision 8-2 for the fourth title of
the day. Billy Ashnault ended the title
run when he won a 7-0 decision over
Paul Grogan of Lenape.

Finishing in second place were Tyler
Hunt, Corey Hay, Nick Vallone and
Mike Jakubik. Third place winners were
Nick Heilmann, Nick Dorey, Mark
Wagne. Fourth place went to Troy Heil-
mann, Nick Pauls, Jonathan Conroy
Midget and Brad Martin. Also winning
matches, but not placing where Jeff
Conroy, Dylan Dorey, Kevin Smith,
Ryan Sacco, Richie Szeliga, Nick
Vetuschi, Jake Smithline, Justin Smith,
Robert Gentile, Bryan Hunt, Sam Mar-
tin and Umit Cayli.

Morris Knolls Championship

The South Plainfield High School var-
sity wrestling team opened their season
with an impressive showing at the Mor-
ris Knolls Tournament defending their

* title with a 1732 points to second place

Morris Knolls 161. Montville was third
with 107 and Cherry Hill West fourth

L1v1ngston Tournament Results

Recreations wrestlers did a nice job
at the Livingston Tournament captur-
ing two 'titles and five overall medals.
This was a qualifying tournament for
the Tournament of Champions which
will be held in Ohio later in the year.
Qualifying in the Junior division was
Nick Heilmann with a first place fin-
ish..He defeated Andrew Kratsch of
West Caldwell by fall at 2:25. Corey
Hay defeated fellow teammate Kyle

' Hughes in the consolation finals by fall
1:45 for third place with Hughes fin-
ishing in fourth place. In the Nowcc
division Bobby Kolvites won s first
two matches by fall but lost a tough 7-
6 decision to Jan Rosenberg of Denville
for second place. Richie Szeliga had a
great tournament winning his first two
matches by major’decision and his fi-

Where
Would We
Be Without

Volunteers?

nal by decision 94 over Derek
Musciano of Boonton Twp. Also win-
ning matches but not placing where
Kyle Brady, Andrew Sanchez, Scott
Whalen, Corey Stasenko, Stephen
Petriello and Mike Wagner.

with 104%%. The Tigers claimed six indi-
vidual titles, two third place finishes and
one fourth place finish.

Freshmen Jim Conroy 103, got the
Tigers going in the championship
round when he scored a tech fall over
Craig Silverstein of Cherry Hill West,
19-2. The next Tiger title came at 152
when Guy Severini won a 5-4 decision
over Keith Deter of Morris Knolls. Se-
nior Glen Gross 160 followed with a
6-1 decision over Steve Senichka of
Morris Knolls for the third title of the
day. Steve Johnston 171, continued the
run with a fall over Mike Caruso of
Cherry Hill West at 1:40 for the fourth
title of the day. Joe DeBiase 189, kept
things moving when he pinned Mike
Curley of Morris Hills at 1:52. Heavy-
weight Ryan Elliotr pinned Vinnie
Lusardi of Morris Hills at 1:56 to close
the tournament and securing the team
victory. Finishing in third place were
Peter DeAndrea 135, with a 7-3 deci-
sion over Cory Quinn of Wallkill Val-
ley 7-3 and Rob Maistickle 215, pinned
Kelvin Figueroa of Morris Hills at 1:24.
Viet Vo 112, finished in fourth place.

Tournament News

In recent tournament competition,
South Plainfield wrestlers made their

mark at the Monroe Twp. Holiday - -

Wrestling Tournament in Williams-
town, NJ. Tiger wrestlers had 10 wres-
tlers competing in three divisions.

In the Bantam division Anthony
Ashnault, got the ball rolling when he
won his opening match by tech fall 15-
0. In his semi final match; Ashnault
won by fall and claimed the first cham-
pionship of the day winning by deci-
sion 6-0.

In the Junior division, Ryan Sacco
won his opening match by fall and won
his semi final match by decision 6-1.
In the finals Sacco scored an escape in
the second period and held on for a 1-
0 decision for the second title of the
day. Nick Heilmann won his semi-fi-
Continued on page 10
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ASSETS

GENTLEMAN'S CLUB

Liquid Assets presents... -

Haunted Hoase Hunk Night
x % x * MALE REVUE * » = »

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17

SPECIAL APPEARANCE
BY RENOWNED PSYCHIC

& GHOST HUNTER

Jane Doherty
DOORS OPEN AT 7

00 0000000000000 0000000600000CCOCROOGTOTS

GCHOST TOUIRS & Show starts at 8 sharp
Tickets: $10 in advance, $15 at the door

0000000000000 00000C00CCOCOIOIGOINOIOOIONOOIDO
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Dblus speclal
appearances—

“Sexy shot
guys, prizes,
glveaways”

| www.allamericanhunks.com
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Preview

Boys’ and Girls’ Varsity Bowling

Hello to all Observer readers. T am
currently on winter break from St.
Thomas Aquinas College, baving just
completed my first semester. As I did
in the fall, T will submit write-ups of
the season’s sports. I will try to be as
in depth, objective, and accurate as
possible. T have a great appreciation
for all sports, because I believe that
they are motivating, character-build-
ing, challenging, and enjoyable. Thope
that you all take interest in and enjoy
readmtig_l my articles.

the South Plainfield High
School Boys® and Gitls’ Varsity Bowl-
ing Teams encountered an unexpected
obstacle when North Brunswick failed
to submit their application for partici-
pation in this and next season. In do-
ing so, the division status of some
teams in the GMC was compromised.
There are normally three divisions
(Red, White, and Blue), each with
seven teams. The absence of North
Brunswick caused the Blue Division
to be eliminated (thus bumping up the
tally to ten teams per division) and the
formerly White Division South
Plainfield teams to be moved into the
more demanding Red Division, which
has considerable depth.

With a current record of 0-11, the
boys are struggling with the move to
‘.. the more competitive. Red Division.

. 129" year Head Coach: Ralph Fech

~<¢alled'this season “wnusual:” By any i~

standard, a winless record for the
SPHS Boys Varsity Bowling Team is
.a deviation from the normal. It also
. does not accurately reflect the current
talent, especially considering that their
five man Varsity average has smproved
roughly 100 pins since last season (that
season ended in a 6-13-2 record).
One thing you can credit Coach
Fech with is being optimistic. “Pm not
complaining,” he said, referring to the
move. The team has nothing to lose,
according to Fech, who also said,
“We're going for the upset.” He added,
“The pressure is on the other team (to

win).”

The girls are holding their own and
are fairing better with a 6-4-1.current
record. They are about on track with
last year, when they posted a 15-8
record. They have also improved their
five person Varsity average, by roughly
75 pins. Fech said that their team goal
was “to be competitive in our divi-
sion.” He noted that winning the divi-

High School Sg
by Tim Mofgan

sion would be rather tough, but they
hope to do well in upcoming tourna-
ments.

Both teams are young and hopcﬁll
Neither suffered any key losses from
last year.

To offer a quick explanation of scor-
ing in high school competition for the
game of bowling, six are played in cach
game, and the lowest score 1s dropped.

Three games are played, and substi-.

tutes (essentially, the sixth bowler) are
allowed to be switched each game. The
collective score for each team per game
and the total team score at the end of
the three games are each worth one
point. The team with more points
wins or a tie can result.

The starting boys’ team is com-
prised entirely of sophomores, ensur-
ing further improvement for the next
few seasons. The top five are Matt
Boley, Shawn Ferguson, Jon Jeglinski,
George Kleinknecht, and Nick Grego.
Seniors Anthony Ingerto and new-
comer Mike Espin and freshman Matt
Zebrowski are the most reliable sub-
stitutes.

On the girls’ side, junior Vicki Boley
leads the pack, with seniors Meredith
Cooperand Alexis Montanaro, sopho-
more Kim Gaub (last year’s Rookie
of the Year), and freshman Beverly
Jaimieson rounding out the top five.
Sophomore Shannen Rivers and fresh-

Hunsicker lend solid support as the
substitutes.

Vicki and Matt Boley were both the
MVDPs last year and had banner sca-
sons. Vicki averagcd 184 per game,
placed sixth in the State Finals, and
was an All GMC Team selection last
year. Matt averaged 200 per game as
a freshman (an SPHS school record)
and was also an All GMC Team selec-
tion last year. The two have already
had considerable achievement and
make for a potent sibling combina-
tion for South Plainfield Varsity Bowl-
ing. Matt was also the Rookie of the
Year last year. /

Woodbridge and Edison are the
teams to beat in both boys® and girls’
competition. They are top ranked
both at the GMC and stataevcl East

Brunswick and South Brunswick wilk* | { :

also pose a threat to the Tigers.
Coming up for the Tigers are the

GMC Individuals, the GMC Playoffs,

the Joe Romer Memona[ Tournament

Fast ApprovaLS... GREAT RATES...PERSONALIZED SERVICE

We Specialize in No Cost Refinancing
Free Pre-Qualifications
Purchases ° Refinance * Debt Consolidation
Past Credit Problems Understood
No Income Verification I.oans
~ Borrow up to 125% of Value ° Loans
Mixed Use and Commercial Properties

mem;mmdw

e O 0)8.822-0090

2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E South Plainfield, NJ

.. ate about bowling just
men Angelique Rualo 4nd Lindsay

XXVII, the prestigious Central Jersey
Winter Classic XXII (which they will
host), the Lakewood Scotch Doubles
Tournament (in which a male will be
paired with a female for competition),
the State Sectionals, and the States
Finals (if any individuals advance from
the Sectionals). All matches are held
at Carolier Lanes.

Coach Fech said, “Both teams have

definitely improved, and it will show-

in the playoffs.” He emphasizes this
because the total pins factor does not
come into play for scoring in playoff
competition, which is usually an area
of weakness for the Tigers. The first
team to win two games (out of the
three) will win. Coach Fech believes
that the Any Given Sunday philoso-
phy for football will apply to bowl-
ing in the finals, saying, “We’re eager
to knock off the top seeds.” In rel-
evance to this, he commented that
both the boys and girls have signifi-
cantly improved in scoring average
per game.

Fech believes that Matt, Vicki, and
Kim all have a chance to qualify for
the State Finals and can do some dam-
age in the GMC Individuals.

Admittedly, bowling is not a re-
nowned or hugely popular sport in
high school competition, but it is #
sport. There are bowlers as passion-
athletes are

with other sports. Afd M. Fech is

“certainly a fervent coach. Perhaps the

lack of attention the bowlers getonly
makes them more determined. How-
ever, that lack of coverage will not
come from this writerTheir compe-
tition is a lot tougher than Jast year
and regardless of circumstances, the
Tigers will keep shooting for their
strikes and spares.

Girl Bowlers Rolling at 6-4-1 Pace

SPHS 635-619-705-1959

Edison 861-845-860-2566
The Tigers, who bowled Edison
tough in an carlier season matchup,
were never in contention this time

‘| around. The Eagles easily swept all

three games and posted a 4-0 shutout.
Sophomore Kim Gaub led the green
and white with games of 160-170 and
474 set. Freshman Lindsay Hunsicker
rolled a 179 game. Vicki Boley and
Beverly Jamieson were missing from
the Tiger lineup due to illness.

SPHS 844-810-749-2403
New Brunswick 364-442-446-1252

The Tigers were running on all cyl-
inders in spite of Vicki Boley who was
still sidelined.

Kim Gaub stroked games of 190-
175-169 for a high 534 set and team-
mate Alexis Montanaro posted games
of 178 and 177.

Chipping in were a trio of Fresh-
man; Beverly Jamieson 177, Lindsay
Hunsicker 150-167 and Angelique
Rualo 160.

Boys Fall to Edison & New Brunswick

SPHS 906-894-902-2712
Edison 1068-1045-989-3102

The Boys Bowling team bowled
well, averaging over 180 per man, but
were no match for the hot shooting
Edison squad. The Eagles were sizzling
as they averaged 207 per man for the
fifteen games which compromised the
match. Sophomore Matt Boley rolled
224-193—185 for a 602 set to lead
the Tigers. Chipping in were Sopho-
more Shawn Ferguson 206, sopho-
more Jon Jeglinski a solid 535 set, Mike

Espin 179, Nick Grego 174 and fresh- -

man Matt Zebrowski who cracked the
starting lineup games of 185-167-186
for a 538 set.

SPHS 548-571-647-1766

New Brunswick 716-660-622-1998

With the Tigers looking for their
first victory of the season against
newcomer New Brunswick, it just
was’t meant to be as the Tiger team
was decimated by illness. The Tigers
lost the heart of their lineup to a
stomach virus and a school related
shop mishap which kept six bowlers
from playing. :

The only bright spot for SP.in the
match was Shawn Ferguson -who
fired games of 163-203-193 for a 559
set as the Tigers were forced to. play
the match with one player short.

By Kevin Lykes

' junsorbaseballclu‘bnotes o

Winter Registration Jan. 16-18

Our next formal registration period will be held Thursday and Friday; Jan.
16-17 from 6 to 9 pm. Also Saturday, Jan. 18 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
clubhouse on Kenneth Ave.

Winter rates are now in effect; $95 for a single player; $125 for two players;
$145 for three or more players Birth certificates are required for all players
new to this league.

Registrations are also being accepted by mail through Jan. 31. To register by
mail go to our website at www.spjbc.com, print.out a copy of our registration
form, (you will need one per player), fill it out, sign it, and return with check
and copy of birth certificate to S.P].B.C., PO Box 166, Sout:h Plainfield, NJ
07080.

NOTE-some problems have been experienced trying to access the registra-
tion form. It is important to include the “www” portion of the address when _
you log on. This will most likely be our last scheduled registration for the 2003
season.’ After Jan. 31, a flat' $100 late registration fee will be in effect and all

‘multiple player discounts will expire, so please come out and register now for

the upcoming season.
All those interested in becoming umpires or coaches can sign up at this

registration as well. Potential managers and coaches should consider attending
our monthly meetings held on the first Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at
the clubhouse. Attendance and involvement in club acnvmm isa constdcrauon
when selecting coaches and managers.

7

Send a check or money
(out-of-town-$30) pay- |

Observer, 1110 Hamilton |
Blvd., Suite 1B, South
Plainfield, NJ 07080. Or
order your subscription

via email ggnan@aol. I

Don't Miss Another Issue of the

There’s so much Vgoing on in South Plainfield! Dn’t miss ay of it!
Enjoy the Observer every week mailed to your home.

Subscrlbe Today!

order for $25/ane year | M would Ilke home delivery of the Observer.
able to: South Plainfield | ya\e

| ADDRESS
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com and send your
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Wrestling Tournament Results

Continued from page 8
nal match by fall and in the final’s

Heilmann lost a tough 4-1 decision
for second placg.

Patrick Hunter won his opening
match by major decision 8-0 and his
semi-final match by major decision 12-
0. In the finals with the score tied 2-2
at the end of the match, Hunter went
on to win the match in double over-
time by a ride-out for the third title of
the day. -

In the Intermediate division Billy
Ashnault won his semi-final miatch by

fall. Tn the finals Ashnault lost a tough

hard fought overtime decision to -

Bobby Shea of Buena 5-3 for second
place. Bryan Hunt won his semi final
match by fall and won the fourth title
of the day with another fall. Mike
Jakubik won his opening match by
decision and his semi final match in

overtime 7-5. In the finals Jakubik won.

a7-1 decision over Anthony Smith of
Buena for the fifth title of the day. Sam
Martin won his semi final match by
decision 5-0. it

In the final Martin went on the at-

v

tack scoring five quick points before
pinning Jeff Walton of Voorhees Twp.
for the sixth and final title of the day.
Also winning matches but not placing
wege Jake Smithline and Mark Wagner.

At the Upper Township Annual
Holiday Tournament in Tuckahoe,
Scott Whalen, Midget division: took
home first place honors winning four
matches by-tech fall 21-4 by decision
8-4 and a close 6-4 decision in the semi

finals.

In the finals Whalen won by fall over
Jason Reed of Washington Twp.

Middle School Wrestlers Defeat Rahway and Belvidere

Middle School wrestling team con-
tinued their winning ways by posting
two wins in league action with wins
over Rahway 66-24 and Belvidere 72-
12. In the Rahway match Robert Gen-
tile got the Tigers going with a fall
1:41. Patrick Hunter wasted little time
scoring the fall at 0:21. Billy Ashnault
took: his down straight his back and
scored the fall in 14 seconds. Bryan
Hunt won by fall at 1:22. Danny
Pompillio also won by fall at 0:45.

Nick Dorey won by fall 0:24 as did
Mike Jakubik in 0:24. Mark Wagner
took early control before scoring the
fall at 1:10. Brad Martin countered a
headlock and pinned at 1:28. Sam
Martin not to out done by his brother
Brad pinned his man in 0:51. Rocco
Petriello closed the scoring with a fall
at 0:38. Also wrestling were Nick
Vetuschi, Travis Noll and Mike
Dandola Heavyweight.

In the Belvidere match the Tigers °

wasted little time with Nick Pauls scor-
ing a first period fall. Robert Gentile
won major decision 12-1. Patrick
Hunter won by fall at 0:51. Nick Vetu-
schi also won by fall at 3:02. Billy Ash-
nault pinned his man at 0:42. Bryan
Hunt won by major decision 11-0. Nick
Vallone won by fall at 0:41. Nick Dorey
and Mike Jakubik won by forfeit. Mark
Wagner won by decision 6-0. Brad Mar-
tin, Sam Martin and Mike Dandola
heavyweight all won by forfeit.

Thomas W. Pierce, 75

Thomas W. Pierce died on Tuesday,
Dec. 31 in the Haven Hospice at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
in Plainfield.

He was born in Newark, where he

grew up and had lived in vatious of ¢
sections of the city. He moved to

South Plainfield 31 years ago.

A Navy veteran of WWIL, he had
been assigned to the Seabees and was
attached to the 20% Battalion Com-
pany “A” and had seen battle action
with his unit in the Battle of Okinawa.’

Tom worked as a steamfitter for the
Housing Authority for the City- of
Newark for 25 vears, before he retired
20 years ago. 2 '

His passion was photography and
along with his wife, had displayed his
works at various exhibitions in the
Union and Middlesex County Areas.

He was a member of the Steam Fit-
ters Local 475 of Warren and a com-
municant of Sacred Heart RC Church
in South Plainfield.

Aloving husband, father and grand-
father, he is survived by his wife of 54
years, Virginia “Ginger” Pierce; two
daughters, Virginia M. Pierce of
Scottsdale, Arizona and Jennifer
Donohue and her husband, Scott, of
Carlsband,-qalif,; three sons and
daughters-in=law, Thomas J. and
Laurie Pierce of Belle Meade, Robert
C. and Elaine Pierce of Byram Twsp.
and John H. and Renee Pierce of
Mesa, Arizona; two sisters, Carol
Danker of Colonia and Judy Ciesla of
Orlando, Fla. He is also survived by
13 grandchildren and three great
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that memorial donations be
made to a Disabled American Veter-
ans Chapter.

Walter A. Brophy, 86
Walter A. Brophy of South Phinfield

died on Thursday, Jan. 2, at Hartwyck
Nursing Home in Plainfield.

He was born in Trenton and was a |

former resident of East Orange before
moving to South Plainfield 45 years
ago.

Walter was a purchasing agent for
the P. Balintine Brewery in Newark for
25 years, before retiring in 1972.

Walter especially enjoyed his stamp
and coin collection. He collected and
traded stamps and coins for many
years.

He was predeceased by his beloved
wife, Elizabeth Ruykowski Brophey,
who died in 1998.

Heis survived by two sisters-in-law,
Rosemary Brodde of Florham Park
and Jean Rutledge of Green Brook and
several nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held at James
W. Conroy Funeral Home.

Frances (Bjorklund)
Huffsmith, 78 . .

Frances (Bjorklund) Huffsmith
died on Friday; Jan. 3 at the Haven
Hospice in JFK Medical Center in
Edison.

Born in New York, Frances had
lived in various areas of Warren and
Watchung before moving to South
Plainfield 58 years ago where she made
ahome for her family. She was a mem-

(908) 561-8000

2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

HOME FOR FUNERALS

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.

NJ License No.3147

= Dalronize Qur Advertisers...
.They allow us to bring you the news!

ber of St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Plainfield.

Her husband, Roy A. Huffsmith,
died in 1998. )

Surviving are her daughter and son-
in-law, Karen and Dave Bickunas of
South Plainfield; her son and daugh-
tef-in-law; Gary and Mary Huffsmith
of South Plainfield and her son, Roy
A. Huffsmith of Slattington, Pa. Also
surviving are her sister, Dorothy
Schroeder of No. Carolina and her
brother Rudolph Bjorklund of Fla.
She is also survived by her five grand-
children and four great-grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held at :

McCriskiniHome For Funerals.

- In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions to the American Cancer Society
would be appreciated.

LEGAL NOTICE

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
“NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is HEREBY GIVEN that sealed bids will be
received by the Borough of South Plainfield, County
of Middlesex, State of New Jersey on JANUARY
22,2003 at *** 10:00AM *** prevailing time in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building;2480
Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfield, New Jersey.at
which time and place bids will be opened and fead
in public for

5-7 YARD DUMP TRUCK WITH
SALTER AND PLOW

Specifications and other bid information may be
obtained at the Municipal Clerk’s office in the
municipal building at the above address during
regular business hours 8:00 A.M. t0 5:00 PM
bidders who have picked up specifications will be
allowed to submit bids. All bids must be submitted
on the Proposal Forms furnished by the Borough.
Abid bond in the form of a certified check, cashier’s
check or bid bond payable to the BOROUGH OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD in the amount equal to 10%
of the highest bid amount, including alternates, if
any, but not to exceed $20,000 and a duly executed
Consent of Surety. Bidders are required to comply
with the requirements of PL. 1975, ¢.127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27 et seq.), the New Jersey Prevailing Wage Act,
N.J.S.A. 34:11 56.25, Employment on Public Works
N.J S.A. 10:2 EOE, ADA. :

Vincent Buttiglieri, Municipal Clerk

$36.75 January 10, 2003

LEGAL NOTICE

I, Mrs. Jashandeep Kaur Jawandha, D.O.B. 16th
April, 1972. dfof Dr. Harjit Singh and Manijit Kaur,
an Indian National presently residing at 366 Arlene:
Street, Staten Island, NY 10314, have changed my

name to Jashandeep Kaur, subject to approval of
the Indian Embassy at US.A.
$35.00 January 10, 2003

- Call Us &
Plan Ahead

Hillside Cemetery

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

non-profit, non-sectarian
wwww.hillsidecemetery.com

Plainfield Aniln il’s

200

Pet Food Drive Huge Success

The Plainfield Animal Hospital
collected hundreds of pounds of food
and various toys and pet related items
during their annual holiday needy pet
food drive. "

Pictured above is Dr. Scott Linick,
hospital director and Diane Kiesel, a

volunteer and director of People For
Animals. Scott and Karen Linick and
the employees of the Plainfield Ani-
mal Hospital would like to thank their
of our clients and friends for their very
generous donations, making this years
drive a huge success.

policereport

Stelton Rd. Gulf Station Robbed |

Last Saturday, the Gulf Gas Station,
on Stelton Rd. was robbed.

According to police, a man drove up
to the pumps and asked the attendant
for change. When the attendant held up
his roll of bills, the man grabbed the
money and attempted to drive away: The
attendant reached into his car and
grabbed him by his neck trying to stop
him, but the man refused to stop. He

was dragged a short distarice, lost his-

grip and rolled onto the roadway. He
received scrapes and bruises, but refused

medical treatment.

The suspected robber was last seen
entering Rt. 287N at a high rate of
speed. - : #

The suspect is described as a black
male in his late 20%, slim build, clean
shaven, wearing glasses and operating
awhite Buick with Louisiana plates, with
a partial number of 6135.” An undeter-
mined amount of money was stolen.

Anyone who witnessed the incident
or with information should contact Det.
James Darby at (908) 226-7668.

. * On Jan. 7 an employee of Fiserv..

on Cragwood Rd. was robbed of ap-
proximately $600 while he was leaving
work at about midnight. He was struck
in the back of the head with-a hammer.
The suspects are described as four black
males, wearing baggy pants and hooded
jackets, possibly driving a Nissan Path-
finder. The victim was transported to
Muhlenberg Hospital with a severe lac-
eration to his head.

* On-Dec. 31 a-Harvard Ave. resi-
dent reported that her 2002 Pontiac
Sunfire had been removed from her
driveway.

* OnJan. 1 Vikas S. Sharma, 28, of
Colonia was arrested for driving while
intoxicated, reckless driving, failure to
stay i, the right lane and failure to obey
a naﬂ%xgml on Hamilton Blvd. -

* Wendy L. Green, 23, of Plainfield
was arrested at the Ramada Inn on two
outstanding warrants and a probaticn
violation.

* OnJan. 2 Edward L. Armstrong,

23, of Plainfield was arrested on an as-
satlt warrant out of Plainfield.

* An Oakmanor Parkway resident
reported that her Jeep had been entered
through the rear plastic window. Only
some change was missing.

* Braco Manufacturing Co. Inc. on
New Brunswick Ave. reported that a
cinder block had been thrown through
an office window. Nothing was taken.

* A Montrose Ave. resident reported
that the rear window of her Chrysler
Sebring had been smashed.

« CMF Business Supplies on
Kennedy Rd. reported that a hydraulic
pump and lip frame for a company
snow plow was taken.

¢ On Jan. 4 Richard M. Cianci, 40,
of Edison was arrested for faulty tires,
reckless driving, driving while intoxi-
cated, refusal to submit to a breathalizer
testata motor vehicle stop on Park Ave.

¢ Hasan Mahmud, 35, of Queens
was arrested when he attempted to cash

a fraudulent check at Commerce Bank. *

* OnJan. 5 Patrick G. Capra, 24, of

Colonia was arrested for driving while
intoxicated and reckless driving after a
motor vehicle accident.

o A Tompkins Ave. resident reported
that the drivers side window of their
vehicle was broken. Another residenton
the street also reported a broken vehicle
window:

* A Union resident was visiting a
relative at Cedar Oaks Convalescent .
Home and left her purse in the room.
When she returned it was gone.

*» A Park Ave. resident reported the
theft of his jacket with his wallet inside
it from KC’s Corner.

* On Jan. 6 HK Truck Services Inc.
on Hamilton Blvd. reported that some-
one had entered her office through a
ceiling tile and a filling cabinet was en-
tered where a cash box is usually stored.
Other offices had their file cabinets

- opened, but nothing was missing.

* On Jan. 7 Huascar Arismendi
Sime, 23, of Paterson, an employee of
Burlington Coat Factory, was arrested
for theft and an outstanding warrant.
He had pocketed a $40 deposit for a
layaway down payment.

KnIGHT
ALARMS

REeSIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SECURITY/FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS

¥ Highest level of customer service
 Free Estimates & Consultations

¢ 20 Years of Industry Experience

e Cuslum systems at terrific prices

Y Ask us about our special offers

Y Ask us why you need cellular backup

Sieep WELL With KnigaT™

Toll (866) ArmorMe
Free (276-6763)
knightalarms.com
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LEGAL NOTICE

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

An appeal has been filed by JWV, Inc., 219 Scotland
Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ, requesting a use variance
and other variances as may be required from the
qui of the Zoning Ordi ofthe Borough
of South Plainfield to permit a retail establishment of
approximately 15,500 sq. ft. The premises is located
in the R-10 Zone, adjacent to an existing retail/
commercial building. The applicant is also seeking
site plan approval. Said property being located on
Block 78, Lot4 on the tax map of the Borough of South
Plainfield. % "

For the purposes of hearing objections to or protests

- against the granting of said appeal, the South Plainfield
Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a public hearing
on Thursday, Jan. 23, 2003, in the Council Chambers,
Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m.

The maps and documents pertaining to this appeal
are available for public inspection in the Building
Inspector’s Office, South Plainfield Borough Hall,
Monday through Thursday, between 9:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m.

David Weinberg
Attorney for Applicant

$36.00

January 10, 2003

Subscribe

online at
www.spobserver.com

HELP WANTED

MEDICAL OFFICE ASSISTANT AND
experienced Insurance Processor po-
sitions available. FT, M-E Must be high
energy, mature, professional in man-
ner and appearance, highly depend-
able, with top people skills. (908) 756-
9500~ Fx

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST-F/T
Mon.-Fri. No weekends, no nights, Exp.
a plus , but will train. Call Jessica at
(908) 754-2792.

WAITRESS-EXP. PREFERRED.
Tony’s Pizza. Call (908) 754-1181.

TELEMARKETERS WANTED
$10 per hour, homemakers, senior citi-
zens, students welcome, aggressive
bonus plan. Call (908) 222-0090. Ask
for Lou, Ext. 36.

| Completely Re-done!

3 BR, 2 Bath, Full Bsmt, Corner.
Lot, with Detached Garage. Frml
DR, Large LR with Fireplace.
Great Location for Schools
shopping - commuters!

Call 1-877-463-6546
Enter code 2344 for

FREE Recorded Msg. ~ PLAINFIELD * REDUCED - $181.900
RE/IMAX tcam Success — JOE KEATING

732-238-9000 X 308

Classified Ad Placement Deadline:
Monday, 5 p.m. Call 908-668-0010

Want to sell

something?
Do it fast in the
Dbserver classifieds!

TUTORING

PRIVATE TUTORING BY ELEMEN-

TARY/Middle School Language Arts
teacher w/28 yrs. exp. So. PIfd. resi-
dent. Tutoring in my home. $30/hr. 908-
769-8507.

ROOFING
COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, Resi-
dential, (908) 753-4222.

COMPUTER
UPGRADES, HARDWARE/SOFTWARE
Installation, in-home services. (908)
769-0709.

MORTGAGES
FAST APPROVALS, GREAT RATES
personalized service, (908) 822-0090.

| CARPET |

[ CONSULTING

| [

COMPUTERS

| | CONTRACTORS |

& Flooring
Installation & $ales

* Residential/Commercial
e Hardwood/aminate Rugs
= Vinyl/Tile « Repairs
119 HAMILTON BLVD.
SOUTH PLAINFIELD

( 1908) 7573470

WIRELESS NETWORKS
SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT

w OQutsource Consulting
alkerbee

For a free consultation,
call Jack Pedersen

(877) 640-0060

jackp@walkerbee.com

@eed Help With)
Y |

our Computer?

Is your computer operating too slowly?
Are you getting error messages?
Can't get things working right? -

Do you want to upgrade your computer?

Stan Wilkinson m|

» New Computers/Upgrades

« Hardware/Software Installations
= In Home Service

» Some Used Computers Available

Phone: 908-769-0709

7 Call Ken

Cell: 732-423-3504
Email: stcomputers@comcast.net

DIFRANCESCO
CONTRACTING

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

Residential Construction
Snow Plowing

(908) 822-9807

[ CONTRACTORS bt "DENTIST | [ GuItARLESSONS | | MASSAGE | [~ MORTGAGES |
BUILDER & e e GUITAR LESSONS JRO-% ':{CE o : SE? Fast ApPROVALS...
GENERAL CONTRACTOR| [f ci)ma G. Pascasio, [i 755-6882 ELRALTER Grear RATES...
NJ DCA LIC #019771 i a . 27 Beninner olistic Health Center and Spa PERSHNAUZED SEHVICE \\
: / DIAD » Acoustic eginne Ay AN
Since 1981 ractice of General & Cosmetic Dentistry, § « Electric Specialist ot 2 MAS}S{}(_(;%O;;SFLE):{%I;SGY . @
Lordina Builder Dina's goal is to provide quali « Finger Alernat B o> Mike Dixon,
9os-75£%’5%e ; P ;Lsfuueahw Picking fio o DouLaLBoRASTANT g ”:;:e"‘
" ADDITIONS-KITCHENS - ‘ Shec&lsmnued m@mm Roxanne Cortese,cp, cap, cMr £/
BATHROOMS- | } -oh 2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ 07080
Office Renovations | 2177 Oak Tree Rd. Suite 101 < Edison | (908) 561-1511 ] 908-822-0090
0 L 0 By Appointment Only of - . X
I FREE ESTIMATES I - L3 (908) 757 7500 GIFT CERTIFICATES AND GIFT BASKETS I 23253’2’5}2&521”%;7&3%/[6 &
Se Habla Espanol
_
C B) [ PAINI/HARDWARE | [PAINTING/POWERWASHING] [PAINTING,WALLPAPERING |

Advertise your business
for $15 a week.

Call 908-668-0010 for details.

(. SRR ACTL b o TN R w

: Painting &
Powerwashing

= Vail Paint-

Hardware

Visit Vail Paint-
Hardware, your
local Benjamin
Moore dealer, for
the best paint,
best advice.

Corner Front St. &

Residential &
Commercial

732-921-3984

South Plainfield Ave.

Fully Insured

INTERIORS

Quality Painting & Wallpapering
908-755-8068

sk for Bill Bowden > DN

orleave a messu?e &we
will return your call prompily

Call for a
Free Estimate

Residential or Commercial

N % (908)7 56'99 50 References Available
PRINTING/TYPESETTING | [ REAL ESTATE | [ ROOFING [ SPIRITS | [ SNOWREMOVAL |
. : g . P JP e 1645 Park Avenue,
I ﬂ’(}ltdflo 7S N An Environment for Rcsul;s South Plainfield c “ ’
* Brochures Sy 791-9463 e
= o2 S6RBITS o4 J.T. PENYAK SallsSpirit Sho KLK Trucking for:
‘Resumes 1-800-445-2057 ROOFING CO P Pm Sand/Salt Mixture, Bulk
Email: . - 3 e - 0 2 -
° _lfzygrs oo mrili@anl ohin COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL Cavit (1.5 liter) pges Rock Salt, Ice Control Sand
i wneamvillamsredesae o ~ RESIDENTIAL Pinot Grigio........ @%@ ™% Sanding ® Salting * Snowplowing
G8G GRAPHICS : —="=— Professional, Goal : ‘ Estate Cellars 5 Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat
1110 Hamilton Bivd., Suite 1B Russell Williaws ~ Oriented Resuls 908-753-4222 White Zinfandel ¢ .o fapels] 908-757-4434
South Plainfield, NJ 07080 FAX 908-753-4763 ) I 265 Ryan Street
908-668-0010~Fax: 908-668-8819° (® Prudential New Jersey Properties 124 CAMDEN AVE. (1.5 literl) ... S S thyli‘ln infzefd
email: ggnan@aol.com T T T R SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080 Bring in this ad for 10% off on wines ot QIS
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An annual tubafest on Rockafeller Center
ice rink is held every December in NYC.
With host to somewhere over 400 tuba
and baritone players, audiences listened
to warm sounds of Christmas tunes
played by a large group of musicians.
This past Dec. 8 was the 29th year of
Tubafest. Five students from South
Plainfield attended: Adam Toth, Wajdi
Kanj, Wael Kanj, Danny Sierzega and
Jordan Lynch. There were between 400
and 500 low brass players in total this
year. The ages ranged from nine years
all the way up to 83.

.~ mot a novclgy for the DeSabato chil-

Story/photo by Patricia Abhott

In the weeks leading up to the
holidays, South Plainfield Summer

Drama Workshop (SDW) partici-
pated in Menlo Park Mall’s Evening
of Giving. Dressed in festive holiday
clothes and ready to entertain, fifty

students of the youth theater pro-
gram gathercd in a raised area of the
food court.

Under the direction of Summer
Drama Production Board member
Lory Alcaro, they performed an origi-
nal skit and sang holiday songs to an
appreciative audience of shoppers
and family members.

The annual fundraiser event, which
helps both Middlesex County non-
profit organizations and the mall’s
Simon Foundation, offered an evening
of fun and sales for ticketholders only.
A portion of each ticket sale by the
group went to the Simon Foundation;
the majority of the funds went to
Summer Drama Workshop. A smaller
group of students returned to the mall
the following week to entertain once
again, This event marked SDW’s third
year participating in the Evening of
Giving.

A Slice of American Pie

(Cmrz’n‘;ed  from page. 1)
his family: He rented, then later pur-
chased thefheater. The business was

dren, it was a means of hvmg Chores
cxtcnded to maintaining the theater.

Josephine, second youngest of the
four DeSabato children, recalls how
the owner of the Dunellen Theater
helped get her father started— —teaching
him the ropes, where to go in New
York City to get the films, and other
details necessary to run a successful
movie theater. While unsure of her cor-
rect name, she believes it was a Mr.
Fervente. One of her earliest memo-
ries is of a piano that sat near the
screen. The piano once supplied the
only sound in the heyday of the the-
ater.

The Park was a ‘second rur’ theater,
films arrived after they had finished
playing in Plainfield. The financially
strapped residents were patient and
waited for the movies to come to South
Plainfield. Ticket prices were 25 and
50 cents. During World War II special
news reels played before the cartoons
and main feature. Josephine recalls mail
from the war front was slow to reach
the states and the reels brought in
people looking for the faces of family
and friends.

Remembering the layout of the the-
ater Joanne said, “The ticket booth was
outside on the left facing the front of
the theater. Inside the lobby was the

candy booth on the right lengthwise.
They sold Cracker Jacks, M&M’s, 3

" Musketeers and Mars Bars. The ticket

Lja.ker stood.in the center just before the
doors into the main section to view the
movie. A narrow set went to the pro-
jection booth while. A Jarger setled to
a dress maker shop upstairs. The first
movies I can remember were produced
by Walt Disney—Cinderelln, Snow
White. 1 also remember Judy Garland
and Andy Rooney, Tivo Coins in A
Fountain, and a re-release of The Wiz-
ard of Oz.” Joanne occasionally
watched the films from the projection
booth and remembers a lot of lights,
switches and wheels as the projection-
ist threaded the film. She added that
back then there was no balcony in the
theater.

Her other memories include a spe-
cial Christmas showing that was spon-
sored by the VEW. The 430 seat the-
ater filled to capacity to enjoy a free
movie and a visit from Santa Claus
played by then police Captain
Dominic Spinelli.

In the late 1950’ DeSabaro sold the
business to Abe Fein, who continued
to operate the theater for several years.
Over time, the former theater housed
several business. The most well-known
was Pik-A-Toy, a wholesale party sup-
ply store. The theater briefly held a
cross-stitch business and was home to
an antique business for a short time
before Sportworld became the proud

‘ new tenants.

* The sloped floors and screen are
gone, as is the marquee, yet there. is
10 mistaking the building as a former.
theater. The busy sporting goods storc
has settled into an 80-year-old build-
ing, serving the community in much
the way the old Park Theater did so
many years ago.

Note: The detuils in this story are fiag-
wments of memories shared by South Plan-
field vesidents seeking to wnveil the history
of the Park Theater. Anyone with accu-
ate dates andfor other information is wel-
come to send. it to the Observer.

DeSabatos Need
Your Help!

When the cross stitch business
moved into the site of the theater,
Joanne’s uncle, William DeSabato
loaned the owners several old pho-
tographs depicting the building
when it was an operational the-
ater. Unfortunately, these family
heirloom, one-of-a-kind photos
were among the contents of the
building, which were confiscated by
the government, when the theater
was closed. The family is eager to
have them returned and is seeking
any information residents may have
regarding location of the photos.

By Jane Dornick

Since our last reporting on South
Plainfield’s “ghost” in November,
South Plainfield’s infamous invisible
residents have sparked a frenzy in the
national and international news me-
dia. The ghost-like video images, wit-
ness testimony and psychic interpre-
tation have put our small town on the
map, or should we say globe.

Atticles about the “extra assets” at
the gentlemen’s club Liquid Assets on
New Market Ave. have appeared in
The Star Ledger, and even a front page
exposé in the Courier News. The New
Tork Post picked up the story, which
was also discussed and joked about on
many local radio stations on the morn-
ing the article hit the newsstands. The
Fox News Channel whisked club
owner John Colasanti and psychic Jane
Doherty off by limousine to their stu-
dio in New York to do an interview
for a live afternoon broadcast.

After reading the article in The New
Tork Post, a German news correspon-
dent from PRO7 TV in Munich paid
a visit to the club. He filmed an inter-
view for a segment on a prime-time
TV magazine show in Europe called
“TAFE”

And yes, believe or not, London
based Reuters Media, the world’s larg-
est news and television agency, sent out
two freelance journalists to do a story

Liquid Assets’ Famous
Ghosts Goes International

stories to major News agencies on six
continents.

- The ghosts still remain active. In
December a new image of streaking
light was captured on a motion sensi-
tive video camera inside the bar after
hours and another “blob” was seen
carly last Friday morning.

Doherty also spent another night
in the bar last month trying to con-
jure up more information about the
ghostly inhabitants she is up against
before she holds another seance. With
her son armed with a video camera,
and DJ Sergio on hand, they were all
locked inside after closing until morn-
ing. According to Doherty; since it was
a rainy night, the spirits didn’t come
through as readily. However, they did
record a door slamming when no
doors were left open. She was able to
make some contact with the spirits and
felt as if several hands were running
their fingers through her hair.

For those women interested in
meeting Doherty and taking one of
her ghost tours, she will make a spe-
cial appearance at the club for a “lad-
ies night” with male dancers on Jan.
17 from 8-10 p.m. Tickets are $10 in
advance and $15 at the door. Don’t
miss this opportunity to see for your-
self what everyone is talking about.
Just watching Doberty’s stomach go
in and out when she senses a ghost
presence is enough to make you

on the ghosts. Rcuters distributes their ~ believe!

9th Annual “Superskils”

A WINTER INDOOR
SOCCER CAMP
Boys &Girls ages 3-12

7Jov-FiIIed sessions
Kicks-off wk of February 2nd?

JCC of Central NJ Scotch Plains
Inman Sports Club North Edison

YM-YWI'IA Highland Park
PROFESS g AL STAErE
LIMITED EHROI.UIE ) T-Cﬂll today to reserve

732-777-1600

“A UNIQUE GIFT SHOP FOR ANY OCCASION”

lan Your Next €erami¢
or Craft Birthday
Party with Us

Great Craft
Programs Available
IN HOUSE OR AT YOUR LOCATION

We mee_tbadge requrements for girl scouts & hoy scouts |
24 South Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield
(908) 755-5060 ° Fax (908) 755-8729

Fancy Foods %
Gourmet Gift Baskets ¥

?

7325 Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield
(908) 561-2808 ¢

Come & save
with our Birthday

s

Tel. (908) 755-7696 Fax (908) 755—6003
1708 Park Ave., South Plamfleld NJ 07080 (Next to Farmer’s Market)
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Today’s Modern Pharmacy with Old Fashioned Values

DME Provider for US Healthcare/AETNA
& CIGNA
Medicare and Medicaid Pravuder
Solaris In-Network DME Provider -

NOW AVAILABLE
Images of
America
South
Plainfield

Haven Hospice Provider for JFK & Muhlenberg Hospitals

24 Hour Emergency Care Service - Free Delivery




