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Borough Denied
"Extraordinary"
Aid from State

South Plainfield has received no-
tice that it will receive no "extraordi-
nary" aid from the State of New Jer-
sey.

Last week the state handed out
over $13M in "extraordinary" aid to
30 cities, but not one cent went to
South Plainfield.

South Plainfield was the only town
that had applied for aid and was re-
fused, according to State Community
Affairs Commissioner Susan Bass
Levin. She said that South Plainfield
could not show that it faced a prop-
erty tax hike, which is one of the re-
quirements for receiving the aid.

South Plainfield had asked for
$300,000 in state aid. CFO Glenn
Cullen, who informed the council of
the state's decision, said it would not
affect the tax rate for 2003. The South
Plainfield municipal tax rate will re-
main the same as last year at 8.61. The
average assessed value of a house in
South Plainfield is $115,000, which
reflects $990.15 for the municipal tax
portion of the residential bill.

Cullen said that the 2003 budget
will be formally adopted at the Oct.
24 meeting.

Annual Fire
Department
Open House

The South Plainfield Volunteer
Fire Department announced that its
2002 Fire Prevention Day will be
held on Saturday, Oct. 12 from noon
until 4 p.m. at Fire Headquarters, lo-
cated at 123 Maple Ave.

Planned events include Smokey
the Bear, The Saint Barnabas Burn
House, P.S.E.&G. Co., apparatus

and equipment display
and much more.

So plan to come on
out and support our

local fire depart-
ment. The event

takes place rain
. j , o r shine.

Mary Chapman Dies
Long-time resident &
volunteer dead at 82

Mary A. Chapman died on TMirs-
day, Oct. 3, at her home following a
seven-year battle with cancer.

Mrs. Chapman was a 54-year resi-
dent of South Plainfield. She was the
school nurse at South Plainfield High
School and a very active volunteer in
the Rescue Squad here.

For Mrs. Chapman's complete
obituary, see page 10.
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Monday was the deadline for voters
to register for the Nov. 5 election.
Confindential Assistant Marie Du-
deck (in background) happily
reported that 25 new voters
registered. Pictured registering is
Harry Mowrey, 18, while Court
Administrator Pat Vargo looks on.

Who is Tony Romano?
'Not Me'Says Anthony!
South Plainfield Resident Claims
Letter Writer Used His Name

During the "holy season" (politi-
cal) letters flow into the Observer and
other area papers. Some support can-
didates, some denounce them.

Anthony Romano of South Plain-
field has apparently become the vic-
tim of a not so funny hoax, and he is
trying to get to the bottom of it. He
wants to find the Tony Romano who
has written letters criticizing the po-
lice and former Councilwoman Dar-
lene Pinto.

On Aug. 14, a letter to the editor
appeared in the Centner News signed
by "Tony Romano." The letter blasted
the police department, charging it
with incompetence, saying (among

CME Updates Council on Latest
Plans for the Hamilton Blvd. Project
Members of the Borough Council

and the public were given ah update
on the latest plans oh the Hamilton
Blvd. Project during Monday eve-
ning's agenda session.

Greg Fodal from CME displayed
charts and explained in detail how the
plans for the project have progressed.

This project, which will be funded
by Middlesex County, will mean a
complete revamping of Hamilton
Blvd., beginning where it enters South
Plainfield on Stelton Rd. and continu-
ing all the way to New Market Ave.

Plans call for two lanes in both di-
rections the entire length of Hamilton

Blvd. from Stelton Rd. to the light at
Durham Rd. This section will also get
curbs and sidewalks. The traffic light
at Durham and Hamilton remains,
but will be optimized.

New traffic lights will be installed
at Ryan St. and St. Nicholas Ave., with
left turn lanes installed, helping with
congestion in that area.

The intersection at New Market
Ave. will be completely renovated, and
additional turning lanes will be added
oh after the building on that comer is
removed.

According to Fodale, the plans will
be completed and presented to Mid-

dlesex County in the near future. Ap-
proximately 300-400 property deeds
had to be searched before work could
be started.

Construction will mean delays and
detours at different times along the
entire route. When the exact construc-
tion plan is completed, a meeting will
be held with the businesses and resi-
dents along the route. Fodale said that
the media will be kept informed of
what roads they will be working on,
and when and if any roads will be
closed.

The HamiltonBtvd. Project is sched-
uled to begin next spring or summer.

Ponytail Art Auction Reaps Sound System
Story and photos by Patricia Abbott

South Plainfield Ponytail Parent's
Association held an Art Auction last
Friday to raise funds for a much need-
ed new sound system and a Scoreboard
for their "B" field at Pitt Street Park.

The art auction, conducted by Ross
Galleries, was held in the South Plain-
field High School cafeteria. Guests en-
joyed assorted goodies as well as hot
and cold drinks while they previewed
the works of art. The event was orga-
nized by Debbie Boyle and Pat
DeSantis.

Approximately 75 people attended
the event. Assisting the gallery staff
were students Kelly Downes, Mike
Boyle, Rachel Senz and Stephanie
Szeliga. The youths moved works of
art as the auctioneer quickly went
through the large assortment.

President Steven Senz and Vice
President Mark Sutherland were
pleased with the results of the auction.
Because of the fundraiser, they will be
able to purchase a new sound system
and have a good start on the funds
needed for the Scoreboard.

See page 8 for additional photos.

other insults) "the police were out joy-
riding around in their cars wasting tax
dollars."

After reading the letter, Police Chief
Robert Merfcler felt compelled to write
a rebuttal letter, which was published
in the Observer, Aug. 23 issue.

Soon after, Anthony Romano re-
ceived some anonymous phone mes-
sages which he thought were a joke
since he hadn't read or written the let-
ter, and just ignored the calls.

Last month, another letter to the
editor appeared in fatReporter signed
by Tony Romano. This one had some
very nasty things to say about Darlene
Pinto, including that she once owned
a 'junk' store in town.

Pinto responded with a letter to all
of the area newspapers and decided
she would try to find out who this
Tony Romano was and why he had
written such nasty letters.

By now Anthony Romano was be-
ginning to hear strange comments
from his friends, getting dirty looks
from strangers and receiving more
anonymous phone messages. When
he was told about the letters, he was
both horrified and angry.

He called both the CourierNem and
Reporter asking how they verified the
letters and didn't get any satisfactory
answers. Both did, however, say they
would investigate and get back to him.

Anthony was told that the entire
police department, under the impres-
sion that he had written the letter, was
very angry with him. He feds his repu-
tation has been severely damaged and
he wants to set the record straight. He
started by submitting a letter to the
Observer and the other newspapers
who ran the letters from the now mys-
terious "Tony Romano," denying he
authored any of the letters. (Seehislet-

Anthony is active in town, coaches
for the Recreation Department and
the Junior Baseball Club. He isn't even
politically involved. He is challenging
the person who used the name "Tony"
to step forward and identify himself.
He has personally contacted both
Chief Merkler and Darlene Pinto and
given them a copy of his letter.

He also told the Observer if he
doesn't get satisfactory answers about
who "Tony Romano" is, he will seek
the advice of a lawyer.

Solumbus D
ceremonies ! t

for Monday
i "Uimbus Day ceremonies w i

take place in front of Borough Hat
on Monday, Oct. 14 at 9 a.m.

The annual event, sponsored bj
the Plainfield Chapter of UNICQ
is held each year to celebrate Co-
lumbus Day. The public is invitee
to attend.


