
ENTER 0 SPFLD PUBLIC LIBRARY
2484 PLAINFIELD ftVE
SOUTH PLAINFIELD NJ 07080-3531

00/tr -- sff /viGf 3.

;; ;

h Plainfield
VOL 5, NO. 51 50 CENTS AUGUST 23, 2002

The trophies are ready to be awarded after this year's Labor Day Parade. Inset is 2002 Grand Marshal Joe DeAndrea.

2003 Tax Rate
Unchanged
Municipal Budget Introduced

Day Parade Route May Have t
Changed, But Still Promises Fun

Even though the Labor Day Parade
route had to be changed due to the
dosing of Veterans Park, the annual
event is shaping up to be another (un-
filled day

Instead of starting at Wesley Meth-
odist Church on Plainfield Ave., the
parade will be kicking off near the
Middle School at Merchants Ave. The
actual parade is slightly shorter, 1.4
miles versus 1.5 miles as in the past.

The parade marchers will go down
Plainfield Ave. past Borough Hall,
turn left at the fire department onto
Maple Ave., then proceed on Maple
Ave. and turn right at the PAL.

All events normally planned for
Veterans Park will be held on the field
behind the PAL building. Vendors and
plenty of food will be set up for the
public. Several downtown business
owners who have complained to the

parade committee because of the
change in the parade route have been
invited to set up a booth at the PAL.
The old parade route went through
the downtown area. If a downtown
business would a spot at the PAL, they
should call Darlene Pinto at (908)
561-1517 to reserve a spot.

Everyone who has signed up to
march should have received a letter in-
forming them of the change and a map
of the new route in the mail by now.

The 5K Run and 1.5 Mile Family
Walk will begin at the PAL and take
the same route as the parade march-
ers. The exact turnaround street has
not yet been determined.

The band "Back Splash" will also
be performing at the PAL during the
afternoon festivities.

Activities so far include pie and
watermelon eating contests, balloon

toss, egg toss, tatoos, face painting,
awarding of trophies and lots of hand-
outs from vendors.

The Observer will be there as usual.
In honor of this year's theme, "Cel-
ebrating Our Freedom," we are run-
ning a poster contest. Everyone who
enters the contest will receive a prize.
The grand prize winner will get a $50
gift certificate to Sportworld. See
page 3 for more details.-

The evening entertainment takes
place in Spring Lake Park. The band
"Sound Investment" will perform in
the gazebo starting at 6:30, followed
by a patriotic fireworks display put on
by Garden State Fireworks.

Everyone is invited to come out and
enjoy the daylong events. Next week's
Observer will have a complete list of
all participants, vendors and festivities.

The 2003 municipal budget was
introduced at a special meeting held
Monday night in Borough Hall, with
less than a dozen people in attendance.

In addition to keeping the tax rate
the same, CFO Glenn Cullen reported
that the municipal debt has been re-
duced by 40 percent, or about $9.7M.
Most of the Borough's debt was in-
curred in 1993-1994 by a previous
administration. Cullen added that in
the next four years, if we continue to
follow our current fiscal policy, an-
other 40 percent of the Borough's
debt will be paid off.

Mayor Dan Gallagher said, "For
third time since 1995, there will

be no municipal tax increase."
Next year's proposed budget appro-

priation is $20,501,609.61, an in-
crease of $130,777. The South Plain-
field municipal tax rate will remain the
same as last year at .861. The average
assessed value of a house in South
Plainfield is $115,000, which reflects
$990.15 for the municipal tax portion
of a residential tax bill.

According to an article in last week's
CoiirierNeivs, South Plainfield has one
of the lowest property tax bills in the
area. The data was taken from the
2000 census. According to the article,
South Plainfield's tax rate was $3,773,
compared to Piscataway at $4,157,
Dunellen at $4,199, Plainfield at
$4,215 and Middlesex at $4,264.

Councilman Ed Kubala, as well as
several members of the council,
praised CFO Glen Cullen for his work
on this year's budget, saying that the
day he started working in the bor-
ough, he went right to work on the
budget. Kubala also thanked the de-
partment heads, who were given a
challenge by-Mayor Gallagher in the
beginning of the year to keep costs
down.

The municipal budget will be pub-
lished in the Sept. 6 issue of the Ob-
server. A public hearing will be held
on Sept. 19 in Borough Hall at 7 p.m.
The public will be able to express their
objections or ask questions.

School Wiring Upgrades
Ready for Start of School

Police Make Drug Bust on Edgar Ave.; Five Attested
The South Plainfield Police De-

tective Bureau, assisted by the
Union County Sheriff's Offiu Nar-
cotics Canine Unit, executed a
search warrant at 149 Edgar Ave.
at approxiiru ;' a.m. Thursday
morning. South Plainfield Police
Captain > stated thatthe
v, arunt was the culmination of an
investigation into possible drug traf-
ficking on the premises.

A search of the residence yielded
undisclosed amounts of suspected
cocaine, heroin, narcotic parapher-
nalia and a pellet rifle with a scope.

Stephanie Hollis, 49, was ar-

rested and charged with possession
of cocaine with the intent to distrib-
ute1, possession of heroin and posses-
sion of narcotic paraphernalia. She is
currently being housed at the
Middlesex County Adult Correction
Center. Bail was set at $20,000.

Another member in the house at
. • , ' ~ - : ,

was ch; anding
contempt of court warrants and an
outstanding non-support warrant out
of Middlesex County. He is currently
being held on $10,700 bail at the
Middlesex County Jail.

Jesse Runyon, age 27, was also in

the house at die time police discov-
ered a pellet rifle with a scope. He
; -.s :':-
session of a weapon and was. released
on a summons, : ;

While the search was being con-
ducted, patrol officers stationed out-
side for assistance, stopped a /chicle
which had approached the house and

• . . - . - , . . . - • • - , . - : . • .

I .eland Jones, 22, of FUinfield and
DamienTippert, 22, of Edison were
.irrested for possession of marijuana.
Tippett was also charged with an out-
standing contempt of court warrant.
Both were released on summonses.
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Work continues on the Grant Central School expansion, slated for
completion in Fall 2003. Photos by Christopher Abbott

Please note that we will have limited hours next week due to vacations. If you would like to drop off posters
for the Poster Contest, please leave them next door at High Tech Data Floors.

Contractors have been working all
summer in all the district schools,
completing the plans to upgrade the
wiring, so all the classes in the schools
will be able to use computers.

At Tuesday night's Board of Edu-
cation meeting, Ed Izbicki announced
that all schools will be completed on
time for opening day, Sept. 4.

All the elementary schools, includ-
ing the middle, and the high school,
have undergone extensive wiring up-
grades. Having the contractors work-
ing in the schools during the summer
meant no summer school this year in
South Plainfield. It also meant the can-
cellation of Tiger Day Camp.

Grant Central Sixth Grade not only

was rewired, but an addition was put
on to the back of the school. Work is
on schedule and completion is due
next year. The extension means more
classrooms can be added so that the
school can be converted a fifth/sixth
grade school to help alleviate the over-
crowding expected in the district.

A new Roosevelt School is also
under construction, but will not be
completed until the 2003-2004 school
year. At that time the present
Roosevelt School will be converted to
an administrative building. Currently,
administration personnel are located
in offices all over the district. A few
are even in converted closets.


