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Coach Strangled in His Home
19-Year-Old Nephew Arrested

Crime scene tape surrounds the house where Cassett's murder took place
on Ten Eyck Street in South Plainfield.

South Plainfield recorded the sec-
ond murder of the year on Easter Sun-
day.

According to Assistant Middlesex
County Prosecutor Lawrence West,
Roger Cassett, who lived on Ten Eyck
St. with his 80 year-old-stepfather,
Raymond Dutton, was bound,
strangled and robbed by an intruder
late Easter night.

South Plainfield detective Gary
Muccigrossi, working with Virgil
Angelini of the Middlesex County
Prosecutor's Office, had a possible
suspect early on in the investigation
and by Monday evening Johnathan
Moorman, 19, was arrested "and

Bob Stilo, right, of Stilo Paving receives a plaque from Board of
Education President Frank Mikorski on behalf of the Board members
for his volunteer work on the track at Jost Field. Stilo Paving tore up
and removed the old track at no cost, saving taxpayers a tremendous
amount of money. The old track will be completely replaced this year.

Cooperative Students Breakfast Forum
On March 20 the Cooperative Edu-

cation/School to Careers Seniors,
along with members of Vision 2001
Education Foundation, Inc., hosted a
business breakfast forum for 26 com-
munity and business leaders. Students
and employers were divided into six
teams for "break out" sessions which
included questions, advice and discus-
sions of "hot" topics in the world of
employment. The three hours went by
very quickly as evidenced by the riv-
eted attention of the seniors, as the em-
ployers shared their wisdom.

Student Cooperative Education
(CE) Chairperson, Michelle Socha
gave the welcome address and speech
on education/business partnerships.
She also provided employers with
some advice on dealing with teenag-
ers. Michelle said, "Think of us as a

new package you get to open with
your generosity, wisdom and experi-
ence. Just don't forget that slip of pa-
per which fells out of most packages
that reads batteries not included -
some assembly required."

Student CE Chairperson Ericson
Refe announced each CE scholarship
winner and declared that total schol-
arship money has already exceeded
$111,000 so far this year, with more
still coming in. Ericson also listed the
exciting careers some of the seniors are
pursuing next fall, such as Wildlife
•Management, Medical Illustration,
Dog Show Trainer, Crisis Manage-
ment and Industrial Security. He
ended by saying how proud he is of
the South Plainfield community in
supporting the efforts of teenagers.

The business breakfast forum was

coordinated, designed and created by
Dee Falato and John Lartaud, both
CE teachers at the high school. The

School Budget
With less than two weeks until the

2002/2003 school budget vote, Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. John
Krewer and members of the Board of
Education are planning to visit all of
the schools in the district to give a pre-
sentation of not only the budget, but
the future priorities including the ex-
pansion in technology.

In a Power Point presentation given
last week just before the 2002/2003
budget was formally voted on, a com-
prehensive list of priorities was ex-
plained to the pubic. This same pre-
sentation will be given at the schools
during the week of April 8.

The schedule is as follows: April
8—Franklin School at 7 p.m. and the
Middle School at 8 p.m. April 9—
High School at 7 p.m. and Kennedy
School at 8 p.m. April 10—Roosevelt
School at 7 p.m. and Riley at 8 p.m.

April 11—Grant School at 7 p.m.
This year's school budget will mean

an increase in the school tax rate of
2.6 cents per $100 or about $26. This
is the first time in six years that the
school tax rate has increased. Enroll-
ment has risen the past year by 343
pupils and the cost of insurance and
salaries have also risen. Despite that,
South Plainfield's state aid will remain
the same as last year, with no increase
to cover the additional costs.

Because of last year's bond referen-
dum election, there will also be an in-
crease of about $70 per household.
The bond referendum was passed last
year to construct a new Roosevelt
School, upgrade all of the other
schools and install new boilers in the
Middle School. The construction has
already begun at Roosevelt and Grant
schools.

School Board Candidates
Debate This Tuesday

The election for school board mem-
bers is April 16. Three seats will be
open and there are six vying for those
positions.

To hear the candidates debate the
issues, the League of Women Voters:
is sponsoring a debate on Tuesday,
April 9 at 7 p.m. at Riley School.

Autism
Awareness
Benefit Held
Saturday

The Program Celebrating the Art
of Dance and Gymnastics for the ben-
efit of Autism Awareness will be held
at Feigleys School of Gymnastics on
South Clinton Ave. The event features
Jo-Ann's Dance Studio's Le Centre
Dance Ensemble and members of the
Bridgettes gymnastics team. Admis-
sion is a donation to Community Out-
reach and Services for the Autism
Community suggested donation is $5
for adults and $3 for children over five.
Tickets are available at the door or in
advance by calling (908) 561-5094.
In addition to the performance there will
be refieshments, prizes, a 50-50, raffles
and a chance to win Yankee tickets.


