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School Board
Introduces
2002-3 Budget

The Board of Education intro-
duced the 2002/2003 year school
budget on Tuesday evening.

The $41.8 million budget shows
a $2.1 million increase over last year.
The result will be a 9.2 cent increase
in the tax rate, 6.6 cents of which is
the result of the bond referendum
approved by voters last year. The
bond referendum totalled $19.3 mil-
lion, taxpayers paying $12.6 million
and the state $6.6 million. A house
assessed at $150,000 will be paying
approximately $119 more in school
taxes— $70 for the bond referendum
and $39 from the school budget. A
formal budget hearing will be held
Tuesday, March 26 at 7 p.m. in the
Grant School gym. Adoption of the
budget will take place at that time.

Anderson, ,
Doerr, Ringel
Place at State
Tournament

SPHS Wrestler
Matt Anderson

places 2nd in State
Tournament.

See page 8 for story.

Parade Comm.
Seeks Theme,
Volunteers

The South Plainfield Labor Day
Parade Committee is looking for help
from the residents. They want the
public's input on this year's parade
theme and asking for volunteers who
are willing to serve on the Labor Day
Parade Committee.

The Parade Committee organizes
the Labor Day Parade, including the
marchers, all the activities held at
Veteran's Park and the evening fire-
works at Spring Lake Park. It takes
hours of planning to make this day
the success it has become in the past
few years. AH volunteers are welcome.

The committee usually meets once
a month until August and then more
frequently as the big day approaches.

To submit your idea for a theme
for this year's parade or if you would
like to volunteer in any way, contact
Darlene Pinto at 980-561-1517 or
you can contact her by email at
dpcoundlwoman9@aol.com.

1 . " \ '""
11" "' '"

SPHS Project Graduation Annual Auction drew a sell-out crowd. The event netted over $18,000 and distributed more
than 330 prizes. See page 6 for story and additional photos.

School Board Hires Business
Administrator/Board Secretary
Ellen Johnson to Retire April lfor Health Reasons

The Board of Education held a
special meeting last Friday to intro-
duce Edward Izbicki, the newly hired
business administrator/board secre-
tary (BA/BS) and to officially vote
on his appointment.

Izbicki was one of 30 candidates
to apply for the job. He is presently
serving as business administrator in
Garfield. He previously held the same
position in Long Hill Township in
Gillette and the Sussex County Edu-
cation Services Commission.

Izbicki holds certificates as NJ Busi-
ness Administrator, NJ School Ad-
ministrator, NJ Principal/Supervisor.
He has an Ed.S degree from Seton
Hall University, an MA from

Montdair State University and a BS
from Seton Hall University.

He is presently a professor at
Montdair State University, teaching
School Board Business Administra-
tion and is presently working on his
doctorate at Seton Hall University.

Izbicki will be starting his new po-
sition on May 9 at a salary of
$110,000. He plans to spend some
of his vacation and days off in South
Plainfield before he officially begins
his job here.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
John Krewer publicly thanked Rich-
ard Calhoun for his assistance dur-
ing Ellen Johnson's absence, who
has been working at home until her

official retirement.
Business Administrator/Board

Secretary Ellen Johnson recently an-
nounced that she will be retiring on
April 1 due to poor health. Johnson
has been the Board's Business Ad-
ministrator for 5V2 years. Last year
she underwent back surgery and will
need further extensive treatment and
additional time for recovery She has
applied, and was approved, for dis-
ability retirement by the TPAE

Her letter of resignation was read
by Board President Frank Mikorski
on her behalf and the vote to accept
it was unanimous. Mikorski said she
will be sorely missed.

(Left to right) South Plainfield School Board member Ken LaFreniere, Edward Izbicki, Superintendent of Schools Dr.
John Krewer and School Board President Frank Mikorski.

DeRosa Abruptly
Leaves Borough
Admin. Post

Frank DeRosa, South Plainfield's
Borough Administrator for almost
two years, is no longer a Borough
employee. His departure was both
sudden and unexpected by those at
Borough Hall.

He was in attendance at last
Thursday's Coundl Meeting and his
departure was not discussed at all
during the meeting. According to
Mayor Dan Gallagher, a private meet-
ing was held with DeRosa after the
regular council meeting resulting in a
mutual agreement that he would leave
his post immediately. Friday morning
the employees at Borough Hall were
notified that he had left his position
and would not return.

According to Gallagher, DeRosa
was hired with a handshake and had
no contract with the Borough. No
specific reason was given for his de-
parture.

DeRosa was hired as Administra-
tor/Chief Financial Officer (CFO) in
June of 2000 after serving in the same
capacity in Edison since 1995.

Councilman Jim Vokral said that a
search will begin for a new replace-
ment in the near future. The council
has already started to schedule meet-
ings on next years munidpal budget
and this will make the job a bit more
difficult.

Borough Clerk Vinnie Butiglieri
will be filling in with some of the
administrator's duties until a new
CFO can be hired. Members of the
council will also be helping to fill the
void of DeRosa's departure.

Attempts to contact Frank DeRosa
for comments were unsuccessful.

State Enacts
Water Use
Restrictions

Statewide water use restrictions
were put into place on March 11.

South Plainfield is in the Central
Region and will have somewhat less
stringent restrictions than other sec-
tions of the state.

The Central Regions allow for the
watering lawns on the "odd-even"
basis. Watering may occur on even
numbered days on the side of the
street with even numbered street ad-
dresses and odd numbered days on
the side of the street with odd num-
bered street addresses.

Other restrictions include restau-
rants and eateries can not serve water
unless requested. A ban has also been
put in place for washing of cars,
trucks, vans or boats. Restrictions on
filling and topping swimming pools
have also been instituted.

For a complete detailed explana-
tion of the restrictions, log on to
www.njdrought.org. or call the
drought hotline at l-800-4-IT-DRY.


