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Pinto Exits Council: Cerami,

The New Year will bring some
changes to the 2002 South Plainfield
Borough Council. As one year exits
and another enters, so do two council
members. Exiting will be Darlene
Pinto, who chose not run for a third
term and Charlie Butrico, who will fill
the vacated seat as he begins his first

“term on the council.

- Returning for a third, three-year

. term is Dennis Cerami. He has been .

and will continue on as chairman of
Public Safety, which includes the Po-
lice and Fire departments, the Rescue

Squad and Department of Emcrgency

Management.
Cerami has been a vocal advorate
for all our local volunteer services, re-

questing additional fire and rescue -

squad vehicles and other necessary
equipment needed to carry out vol-
unteer services efficiently. He is always
available for our police department
and emergency management person-
nel. He speaks his mind on issues and

- when he disagrees, he s not afraid to

$ay $O.

When asked what he would like to
see accomplished during the next three
years, Cerami immediately mentioned
the traffic congestion along Durham
Ave. and Hamilton Blvd. He said that
with the widening of Durham Ave.
and the planned renovations to
Hamilton Blvd., traffic sheuld im-
prove in those areas. He also added
he would like to see the Helen St.

- project underway before his three-

Pop Warner Honors

COaches skt o v 2t 2
Milestones oy
Attorney Patrick Diegnan

To be Sworn in to NJ State
Assembly on Jan. 8 ........... 3
Events Around Town .......... 4

year term is oompleted
Cerami'said he'i is looking forward

Charlie Butrico

to the next three years. He adds that
the Democratic council will continue
to work together with respect to firture
public safety projects.

. ‘He welcomed Charlie Butrico to

the council, calling him his friend and ’

neighbor saying, “Charlie Butrico has

his heart and soul in South Plainfield

and will be an asset to-our town.” -

. About Darlene Pinto Cerami said,
“Datlene had been nothing but a class
act as a councilwoman. She has been
an avid supporter of the police, fire
and rescue squad, as well as a dedi-
cated councilwoman. She has always
been there for all of the residents of
South Plainfield. I will miss her, but I

‘know she will only be a call away if

we need her help.”
Dennis Cerami lives on Strong
Place with his wife Michelle and three

children, Jessica, Joseph and Dennis. -

Councilwoman Darlene Pinto
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 Darlene Pinto
chose not to rurt this year after serv-
ing one three-year term. The Scotch
Plains native has been a South Plain-
field resident for the past 15 years.
* She has two sons and a ‘daughter,
Andrew, Rachel and Gerry. Darlene

was recently appointed assistant vice .

president at Commerce Bank in
Fanwood.

Pinto said she was mspxrcd to run
for a council seat because she wanted
to give something back to the com-
munity and to gain a better under-
standing of local, county and state
government. She has served as chair-
woman for the Economic Develop-
ment Committee for the past three
years, sat on the Public Works Com-
mittee, Health Education and Welfare,
and Public Safety. She has been a

member of the Planning Board for -

four years and will be appointed for
another year by Mayor Gallagher.
Darlene noted that her most reward-
ing committee work, where she felt
she was really able to make a differ-

ence, was serving on the Planning.

Board and working on public safety

with Councilman Dennis Cerami.
Darlene feels strongly that a

councilperson does not accomplish

any task alone. She believes that all -

successes are a joint effort of the en-
tire coundil, Mayor Gallagher and Bor-
ough Artorney Patrick Diegnan, all
working as a whole. She feels that
thuch was accomplished over the past
three years and no one individual can

or should take the all the credit. -

Darlene explained, “Personally I think
I added a “woman’s touch” to the
group and a different way of looking
at situations. Many people found I
was much more accessible than some
of my counter parts and as aresult, I
have gotten to know many(; interest-

Dennis Cerami

ing people and groups. When I first
got involved with politics, I just
wanted to do what was right for the
community, especially the children,
since they are our future. I have been
very dedicated and I feel my most im-
portant attribute was my honesty and
always speaking my mind on mat-
ters.”

Anyone who has approached Dar-

“lene with a problem, whether need-

ing help or information, can-attest to
her dedication. When dealing with the
Observer; Darlene always returned our
phone calls and eagerly answered any
questions we asked. If she didn’t know
the answer, she would call back when
she had obtained the needed informa-
tion. She always scemed to enjoy her
time on the council and her work on
the various committees and we will
miss her honesty and her dedication
to her job.

‘Darlene will take many memeries
ofher term on the council. Reminisc-
ing, she said, “T have been privileged
to meet many people during my three
years and honored to call'some my
friends. I will truly miss being part of
the “team,” but T am not concerned. T
truly do believe I will be back...there

always should be a ‘rose amongst the
thorns.” T am looking forward to the

opportunity to serve on the coundil
again one day i in, the future, if the op-
portunity arises.”

She offered this advice to Council-
man Butrico: “Follow your heart and
always stick by your own beliefs. Al-
ways be honest with everyone you deal
with and never make promises that
you have no intention of keeping.
Keep focused on the issues, since it is
very easy to be swayed or sidetracked.”
+ Lifelong: resident Charlie: Butrico
joins the council fqr his first term of

Butrico Take Seats

office. He ran for the council seat with

incumbent Councilman Dennis Cera-

. mi. Serving as a member of the coun-
" cilis his way of giving back to the com-

munity where he grew up. He hopes
to apply his extensive business skills
to help in managing the borough. = -

- Charlie is active with the youth of
South Plainfield. He has been involved
with the South Plainfield Summer

. Drama Wotkshop (SDW) for five

years and co-produced the 2001 an-

. Diversary production of Bye Bye Birdic.

He is a member of the SDW board
and is part of the team that plans cach

_ year’s production. He was active with

the Roosevelt School PTA for many
years, assisting where needed. Charlie
coached his daughter’s T-ball team in

- 1995 and served as an assistant coach

for his daughter’s softball team in
1998. Charlie and wife, Sherry, have

-three daughters, Dana, Kristie and

Michelle. All three attend South
Plainfield public schools.
A 1977 SPHS graduate, he received -

" a BS in Management from Rutgers

University with High Honors. He is
employed. by CSC Consulting as a
project director. He is responsible for
the day-to-day running of a number
of highly visible projects as well as the
management of a 5+ miﬂion dollar
budget.

Charlie has his goals as a councﬂ-
man firmly in place. He said, “First
and foremost, I plan to continue to
support keeping control of borough
expenses and help manage a budget
that minimizes tax increases, while at
the same time providing the best ser-
vices possible to the community” He
will call on his 20-plus years of expe-
rience in managing budgets, projects
and people to help accomplish this.
Charlie noted that he plans to push
the preservation of open space in town
and hopes to see that land is made
available to the community for parks
or playgrounds. He is also commit-
ted to keeping borough roads in good
condition. He supports the current
plan of repaving a number of roads
each year on a pay-as-you-go basis. - -

Charlie is excited about the chal-
lenge of serving as a South Plainfield
councilman saying, “I have been
watching the current council over the
last few years and have been very
pleased with both the way they work

- together and the things they have ac-

complished. I want to be part of that
success.” ] ;
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1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.

2.~ Mail, fax or drop it at: Editorial Depariment
South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Bivd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
or drop itin the box at Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or at (908) 668-8819 or
e-mail us on our web page at.spobserver.com or ggnan@aol.com or
ngrennie@ix. netcom.com. Include your name, address, felephone number.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters may be submitted by mail fo South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept.,
1110 Homilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email at our website
at spobserver.com or faxed to 908-668-8819. Letters should not exceed 400

words. We reserve the right to edit for clarity or Iendgth. Itis the editor’s discretion-

1o limit the number of leffers submitted by one individual on the same subject.
The opinions expressed in “Lefers” do not necessoarily reflect the opinion of the

" Lefters must be submitied with name and phone number, even if Ihey
request name their name be omitied when published.

Pop Warner
Honors

Players and

Coaches
Story and photos by Patricia Abbott

The parents of the South Plainfield
Junior Midget Football Team recently
hosted a pizza party at the PAL Build-
ing to honor the players and coaches
on the triumph of becoming the
Mountain Valley Conference - North
Division Champs.

A plaque with the team’s photo and
names was presented by Darren
Gorman, South Plainfield Pop Warner
Football Commissioner. The plaque
will be displayed at the football
fieldhouse. L

The players were also presmted
with varsity style jackets. The jackets

were provided through the supportof |

Columbia Savings Bank, Unity Bank,
Bagel Pantry; Bennigans, Buy Rite
Liquor, Creative Kids Academy, Attor-
ney Patrick Dicgnan, Flanagans, Bob
Hunt Plumbing and Heating, John
Atcachunas Insurance, KC’s Corner,
McCriskin Home for Funetals, Rodol-
fo Pizzeria, SaPs Spirit Shoppe, Sears
Hardware, SP PBA, Pop Warner, Wres-
tling Club and Twin City Pharmacy:
The players are Anthony Cassane,
Bennie Gibson, Billy Ashnault, Billy
Daly, Bobby Yulick; Bryan Hunt,

Debarius Alford; Garrett Lake, Jesse: |-
Hay, John Mills, Kenny Yefko, Kyle -

Dart, Mark Wagner, Mike Glover,

. Mike Jakubik, Miké Stallone, Nick

Dorey, Sam Martin, Scott Barton,
Sean Tamzoke, Steve Joaquim, TJ
Brown, Tommy Pryor, and Troy Russell
Coaches are Gary Cassio, Bill Ashnault,

Tony Cassano, Scott Barton, Harry |
| SIS S s StpNapS s sy Sy

Brown, John Mills and Bill Lalas

Borough

News

* Board of Adjustment

¢ National Realty & Develop-
ment, located on Stelton Road,
request for a use variance to allow
existing sign panel to be utilized
for two tenant’s signs was granted.

¢ James Howard of South Cen-
tral Ave, was granted a variance to
construct a second floor addition |-
for a two-foot cantilever.

* YMCA Kid’s Place on Park

low their existing advertising sign

currently located.

* Susan Kaplan of Fleet Ave.,
was granted permission to con-
struct a second floor addition. .

southplainfieldpeople

Milestones

Randy Petronko Graduates from
Naval Basic Training

. Randy Petronko graduated from .

basic training at the Recruit Training
Command in Great Lakes, Chicago on
Dec: 6. His division was one of cight
Divisions, with a total of 683 recruits
graduating that day:

His division graduated as the Top
Division, which means they received -
the mostawards. The awards his divi-
sion received are as follows: Honor
Division-Battle E Flag, Scholastic-
Flag S, Drill Flag-Gun and Cutlass,
Athletic-Flag A, Inspection-Flag Star,
Personal Flag.

Randy will be stationed in Pen-
sacola, Fla., where he will be in train-

- ing to become an Aviation Ordinance

Officer.

Randy Petronko
Randy is the son of Raymond and
Patricia Petronko of South Plainfield.

Ave., was granted a varjance to al- | -

to remain on the property where

\///\\\///\\\\/J/\\W/\\W/\\\\//ﬁ/\\\/ﬁ/\\\@/\\\\////\\\\/f

Randy is a graduate of South Plain-  Raymond currently serves as a South
field High School Class of 2001. Plainfield councilman.

Robert and Elsie Ohl Celebrate
60th Wedding Anniversary

Robert and Elsie Ohl celebrated Robert, St. spent four years in the

their 60th wedding anniversary with  army during World War I and recently
their family on Dec. 25 at the home  received the New Jersey Service Medal
of Robert J. and Judy Ohl of Westfield.’

for combat in the Pacific (Guam).

Left to right are Sgt. Harold Debbie, Gertrude Kmosko, Elsie and Robert
Ohl on their wedding day, December 25, 1941.

‘Back Pain?

Edison, NJ- Most people have no idea what to do when they
experience back pain; they use heat, ice, sleep on the floor, even
take pain pills hoping their pain will go away. The more you
don’t know, the more likely you may experience serious disc or
nerve injury. If you are tired of suffering and don’t know what

. to do about it, there is a Free Eye Opening Report that just
been released. For your free copy, call Toll-free 1-888-568-8424,
24 Hrs. Free Recorded Message

Z Look for eur upceming One-Year Anniversany, Specials

% Specializing in unique . <
= handcrafted &Z personalized gifts

35% Off

Christmas Items
(Exc. Boyd's & Village Candles)

0% Off

T  Country Home
Christmas Scented Candles

50% Off All Greetmg
Cards Everyday

Custom Creations
& Gifts, Inc.

24 South Plainfield Avenue

908-755-5060

..t . (Under New Management Since Feb 2001) -
#/\\\///M/\\\W/&\W/\\W%\W\\%W\\\W/\\\
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Thanksgiving Day Celebrations at Pilgrim Covenant Learning Center
The children of Pilgrim Covenant Learning Center celebrated Thanksgiving Day with various activitics. Besides dressing in pﬂgnm costumes, the children also decorated hats,
headdresses, pﬂlowcases, and sheets to resemble clothing worn by Indians and settlers of the 1600’s. Parents helped with the festivities by cooking turkeys and all the mmrmngs

Plctufed clockwise from top left is the Three Year Old Class at Pilgrim Covenant Learning Center: Joanna Linn, Kyle Bythell, Cassandra Whalen, Edward Mazzetta, Brianna Spinella
and Gabrielle Schultz. Top right is the Four Year Old Class; bottom left is the Kmdergarten Class: Scott Quiroga, Chris Mathis, Gordon Murphy, Nico Anjos, Alexa Moreno and Isaac
Behne; bottom right is the Four Plus Class.

by Kenneth Morgan

Happy New Year! Welcome to
2002! (Sorry, if that’s a little late.)
And here’s the latest news from South
Plainfield Library:

Our normal schedule of children’s
Storytime programs will return next
week. Those programs are for chil-
dren age three and over; no pre-regis-
tration is required. They’re held on
Tizesday at 10:30 a.m., Wednesday at
6:30 p.m. and Thursday at 1:15 p.m.
There’s also the January Kidcraft pro-
~ gram for children age six and over.

" It scheduled for Friday, Jan. 18, at 4
p-m. We ask that you please sign up
for this program. For more informa-
tion, please call us at (908) 754-7885
and ask for Miss Linda.

“Internet Basics” is the title of the
fatest basic computer class at the Li-
brary. I’s set for Tuesday morning at
10:30. Space is limited for the pro-
gram, so pre-registration is required.

“Please call formore details about this
or any’ of our upcommg computer
classes. :

Two meetings ‘are a]so scheduled
for Tuesday. (Seems like everything
happens this Toesday, huh?) At 1
p.m., there will be a meeting of the

Friends of the’ berary Members and |

non-members are welcome to attend.
At 7:30 p.m., ther€’s this month’s
meeting of ﬁchlbrary board of Trust-
ees. The public is invited to attend.

mation Center, “Job Sca.tdung 101~
is scheduled for Thursday at 10:15
a.m. There’s limited SEs for this

program, so you must register in ad-
vance. The program is made possible
by the Special Populations Grant from
the NJ State Library.

This month’s group of Circuit vid-
¢os is now ready for borrowing. This
month’s titles include Scary Movie,
Wit Lies Beneisth, Freaky Friday, Gold-
eneye, A Streetcor Nawmed Destre and,
on DVD, Miss Congeniality. Videos
and DVDs may be borrowed, four at
a time, for two days. We also have a
new group from the Large Print Cir-
cuit. Available books include Termi-
nal by Robin Cook, The Indwelling
by LaHaye & Jenkins, Bend in the
Rond by Nicholas Sparks, and Paw-
ing Through the Past by Rita Mae and
Sneaky Pie Brown. LPC books may
be borrowed for two weeks. On the
other hand, we’re between groups on
the Audiobook Circuit. New titles
from that group will be ava:lable later
on:thismonth. -

Throughout the Holiday season, 2
number of patrons brought the Li-

brary staff lots of goodies (cookies, |
“cake, etc.) for our enjoyment. We

greaﬂy appreciate your generosity

(though our dieticians and dentists -

might think otherwise). Thanks very
much. 3
That’s about all for this week Lim-

" ited space prevents us from listing ev-
_erything that’s coming up in January.
For ﬁhat information, feel free to pick

" up one of our monthly: calendars;
The niext class from our Job Infor- .

yowll find them in the rack'next to
the Children’s Room. (But keep read-
ing this column, though’) See you
next Fnday

Sﬂbsmbe aﬂme wwwspahserver eom |

Diegnan 1o Iake Oath of Office Jan. 8

Senior citizens, commuters and
children will gain a new voice of ad-
vocacy when Assembly-elect Patrick
Diegnan, Jr. is sworn into office dur-
ing the Assembly’s reorganization cer-
emony to be held at noon Tuesday,
Jan. 8, at the War Memorial in Tren-
ton.

Diegnan, 52, of South Plamﬁeld,

will take the oath_of office along with -

17 other Democrats who boost the
party’s Assembly ranks to majority
status (44-36) in the 210th Legisla-
tive Session.

“T look forward to working with
Senator-elect Barbara Buono and As-
semblyman Peter Barnes to ensure our
constituents have a strong voice in
state government,” said Diegnan. “We
are committed to tackling problems

such as traffic congestion and over-

crowded classrooms at four-ycar uni-
versities.”

The 18th District, whlch was
reconfigured in' April to reflect state-
wide population shifts under the 2000
Census, include East Brunswick,

Edison, Helmetta, Metuchen, South

Plainfield, South- River
Spotswood.

Assembly Majority Leader-desig-
nate Joseph J. Roberts, Jr. commended

and

Diegnan for his dedication and com-

Specialty Gift Baskets -

Gourmet coffee, tea; popcorn,
crackers and cheese;a.
Wo/wv 4

Flowers & Fancy Foods

RERRGR

: 2325 Plainfield Ave.
So. Plainfield, NJ (908) 561-2808
Corporate Accountants Welcome.
Major Credit Cards

mitment as a Democratic Party offi-
cial and as a municipal attorney. Rob-
erts said Diegnan brings a fresh ap-
proach to dealing with state issues like
easing property taxes, reducing state

debt and safeguarding the environ--

ment while promoting sound eco-
nomic development.

“Patrick Diegnan will bring consid-
erable practical experience to his job
in the state Legislature,” said Roberts
(D-Camden). “District 18 residents
are getting a fine, upstanding and
dedicated professional as their repre-
sentative. Pat Diegnan is the perfect
compliment to the Democratic legis-
lative team of Buono and Barnes.”

Diegnan has been a member of the

New Jersey Bar Association since

1974, working as an attorney with a
private practice in South Plainfield for
27 years. He also serves as municipal

attorney for South Plainfield and

Milltown.

Serving as municipal chair-
man in South Plainfield -since 1984;
Diegnan has helped to elect 23 con-

: 3 ))‘.’\\ﬁ_‘
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thsu:al Therapy Center
of South Plainfield

. Orthopedic Rehabilitation « TMJ
* Back & Neck Pain =~

« Most Insurance Plans Welcome
* Most HMO’s / PPO’s Accepted

¢ Medicare Approved

Serving Unlon And Middlesex Counties For Over 1 5 Years
Lynne Glasser-Sward P.T. Lic# QA02309

secutive Democratic candidates to
municipal office in his community, He
also serves as counsel to the Middlesex
County Democratic Organization and
labor counsel for the Middlesex
County Vocational and Technical
School.

Diegnan’s primary goals as legisla-
tor are targeting the state’s open-space
purchases toward environmentally
sensitive lands, particularly watershed

 areas, and boosting education.

Long involved in a variety of com-
munity service efforts, Diegnan is a
former member of the South Plainfield
Board of Adjustments, former president
of the Sacred Heart Parish Council,
former member of South Plainfield
Environmentil Commission, and
former chairman of the South Plainfield
Senior Citizens Advisory Commission.

Diegnan is married to Anita, his wife
of 25 years. He has two daughters,
Heather and Tara. Diegnan earned his
Bachelor of Arts degree in political sci-
enceand government and his Juris Doc-.
torate from Seton Hall University.

951
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Around Town

Suburban Woman's
Club Meeting
January 3, 2002
The January meeting of the South
Plainfield Suburban Woman’s Club
will be held Thursday, Jan. 3 at2 p.m.
in'the American Legion Hall on Oak
Tree Rd. The program will be “Open
* Space and Its Benefits.” Speaker will
be Mary Beth Cooney, project direc-
tor of Mortis Land Conservancy in
Boonton.
For information on membcrshlp,
call 561-1908. ;

Roosevelt School
Blood Drive
January 5, 2002

Roosevelt School is having a com-
munity blood drive on Jan. 5, 2002.
Anyone interested in donating blood,

lease contact Theresa Montuori,

(908) 769-5270 to schedule a time:. -

VFW Country
Breakfast
January 6, 2002

A Country Breakfast will be held
on Sunday; Jan. 6 at the VFW Post
#6763, located at 155 Front St.
from 8 to 11 a.m. A varied menu is
available. The brealfast is sponsored

by Pup Tent #41 Military Order of
“the Cootie. Proceeds go toward par-
ties at Lyons VAMC.

For more information, phone

(908) 668-9751 after 3 p.m. daily

and after 12 noon on weekends.

‘Annual Reorganization
Meeting
January 6, 2002

The Mayor and Council will be
holding their annual reorganization
meeting on Sunday, January 6 at 1

pm.

Councilman Dennis Cerami wﬂl
be sworn in as well as the newest
council member; Charlie Butrico.
Nominations to the boards and com-
mittee will be made and members-
sworn in. The public is invited and
encouraged to atrend.

Rainbow Academy
Open House
February 2, 2002

The new Rainbow Academy Child
Care Center at 2177 Oak Tree Rd.

in Edison is having an Open House
on Sarurday, Feb. 2, 10 a.m. to2 p.m.
For directions and information

| visit their website at wwwrambow

academy.com.
Everyone who registers will re-

| ceive afree photo sitting with proofs

taken by Reminiscent Photography:
In addition, you will receive one free
month of ParentWatch, an internet
viewing service. For a demo of their
video services, visit their website at
www.parentwatch.com.

' Rec Going fo See

“Naked Boys Singing”

Februar:y 3, 2002

For those who would like an alter 7

native to watching football on Super
Bowl Sunday; the South Plainfield

‘Recreation Department is planning

a trip to Broadway to see “Naked
Boys Singing.” The trip takes place
on Sunday, Feb. 3 and costs $45 per
person. Bus Jeaves the PAL at 11 a.m.

Register at the PAL, Monday
through Friday.

Recreation Winter
Dinner Show
February 7, 2002

The South Plainfield Recreation
Department will be sponsoring a ttip
toa Winter Dinner Show at the Hun-
terdon Playhouse on Feb. 7, 2002.
The bus leaves from the PAL Build-
ingat 10 a.m. The fee is $45 per per-
son and includes dinner and the show.

Tickets can be purchased at the
PAL, Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

AARP Plans Bus Trip
To New Orleans

April 20-28, 2002
AARP Chapter 4144 is planning a

bus trip to New Orleans from April 20-
28,2002 (9 days/8 nights). The trip in-
cludes dduxe motor coach: transporta-
tion, hotels, tours in New Orleans,

' riverboat jazz cruise, dinner party,

Bellingrath Gardens and cruise in Ala-
bama, Stone Mountain Park in Georgia
and much more. Price is $655 for double
occupancy and $855 for single occu-
pancy.

For reservations and information, call
Leeat (732)968-6613 or Mary at (732)
752-3764. :

PAL Sponsoring Trip fo
See Oklahomal
March 9, 2002

The PAL of South Plainfield is spon-
soring a trip to see Oklphoma! on Broad-
way. The trip is planned for Saturday;
March'9, 2002. Ticket price is $90 per
person and can be purchased from the
PAL, Maple Ave., on weekdays from

8:30 am.t05 pm.}Thcrea:eonly‘iS 5

tickets available so get yours soon.

Rec Offering Trip To
Virginia Beach
September 8-12, 2002

South Plinfield Recreation, along
with White Star Tours, is offering a trip
to Virginia Beach, VA, featuring a ghost
tour of Williamsburg. The trip will take
place from Sept. 8-12, 2002.

Features inchude four nights accom-
modations at one of Virginia Beach’s
finest motels; a tour of the Norfolk
Naval Base, Arthur Memorial in
Norlfolk, Waterside Complex, four
breakfasts, four dinners, including Spirit
of Norfolk Dinner Cruise and evening
entertainment.

The cost is only $350 per person.
Only one bus is available for this trip,
no extra buses will be added, so make
your reservations early.

Forinformation or reservations, con-
tact Mike English at (908) 226-7714.

— Out of Town —

Smoke Free
Comedy Night
January 6, 2002

The Middlesex County Communi-
tes Against Tobacco Coalition (CAT)
is continuing its efforts to promote a
smoke-free environment. So, to begin
the New Year with a breath of fresh air;
CAT will sponsora 100 percent smoke-
free night of free comedy at the Stress

- South .

fax or e-mail.

community!

Thank theim by letting us know.

ENCOURAGE YOUR ORGANIZATION TO
SEND US THEIR UPCOMING EVENTS. We want
to add them to AROUND TOWN. It can make your
event more successful. Send theim to us by mail,

SEND US INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR
MILESTONES, i.e., promotions, births, engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, graduations.
Include photos. Share your good news with the

IF THERE IS SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO
MAKES A DIFFERENCE in South Plainfield?

USE THE OBSERVER AS AN ADVERTISING
TOOL. introduce your business to the commu-
nity. Promote your specials or sales. Residents
would rather patronize local businesses than
travel out of town. It is more convenient and it’s

good for the local economy. E ? I !

SUBMIT LETTERS TO THE EDITOR to allow
readers to discuss and react to issues.

SUBSCRIBE. It’s $25. (in town) for one year!!

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS. If you have an event,
take a photo, write a caption identifying the event
and people and send it to us via mail. The best
photos record action and don’t include so many
people that it is impossible to identify anyone.
Please don’t send us photocopies or laser prints.
They don’t reproduce well.

HOW TO CONTACT US. By mail: 1110 Hamilton
Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ.07080;

By phone: 908-668-0010; By fax: 908-668-8819;
By email: ggnan@aol.

lﬁow You Can Be a Part of the)|
ainficld Observer.

SUGGEST A BUSINESS FOR US TO
SPOTLIGHT. If you have had great service in
South Plainfield share it with your neighbors
through the newspaper.

Factoryin New Brunswick on Sunday;
Jan. 6,2000, from 6-9:30 p.m.

The event includes free admission
and dinner, excluding dessert and alco-
holic beverages. The evening will fea-
ture headliner Ted Alejandro, who ap-
peared on“The Late Show” with David
Letterman and just recently had hisown
half-hour comedy special on Comedy
Central. The evening will include din-
ner from 6 to 7:30 p.m., followed by
comedy. There js limited seating avail-
able, so register in advance. For tickets,
call the Stress Factory at (732) 545-
HAHA (4242).

Toureﬂe Syndrome
Association To Hold °
Meeting

January 10, 2002

The Tourette Syndrome Associa-
tion of NJ, Middlesex/Union County -
Family Support Group will hold its
next meeting on Thursday, Jan. 10,
2002, 7-9 p.m., in the Neuroscience
Institute Department at JEK Medi- -
cal Center, 65 James Street, Edison,
NJ. There will be an open discussion
for parents of children affecred with
Tourettes Syndrome.

Future meeting will be held on
March 14 and May 9.

For more information, callManlyn
at (908) 757-5074 or Debbie at
(732) 283-1439 after 6 p.m.

Rainbow Experience
Announces Auditions
January 11-14, 2002

Rainbow Experience, a community
youth theater program in collaboration
with The First Congregational Church
of Westfield and United Church of
Christ Congregational of Plainfield an-
nounce auditions for its 2002 produc-
tion of “Once on This Island” for
youths, seventh grade and up (adults
arealso welcome.) Auditions for “Once
on This Island” will begin on Friday,
TJan. 11 from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. at the
United Church of Christ, Congrega-

tional of Plainfield on 220 W, 7th St.
(908-755-8658) and on Jan. 12 from
12:30 to 3:00 p.m. at the First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield at 125
Elmer St. (908-233-2494.) Callbacks
will be held on Monday; Jan. 14 at the
Westfield Church from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Be prepared tosing, dance and read from
the script.

Aseries of workshops entitled “How
to Audition,” will show first hand what
to do and what not to do at an audition.
Professionals from theater, music and
dance will be on scene to help partici-
pants and give advice for the firture. The .
workshops are held at the United
Church of Christ, 220 W. 7th St. on
Wednesday, Jan. 9 from 6:30to 9 p.m.
The $100 workshop is available for
only $10 thanks to funding; in part by
the NJ State Council on the Arts. Res-
ervations are required to attend this
workshop and limited space is available.
Call 908-755-8658 or 908-233-2494
before Jan. 7, 2002.

Funding for Rainbow Experience has
been made possible in part by the-New
Jerseyy State Council on the Arts, Depart-
mentof State, through a grant adminis-
tered by the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

“Once on this Island” is an exciting
American musical with book and lyrics
by Lynn Ahrens and music by Stephen
Flaherty; the same team that brought us
“Ragtime.” “Once on this Island” is a
tale of a peasant girl who has fallen in
love with a boy in an upper class. This
stage version of “The Little Mermaid”
is told around a fire by a group of
Carribean peasants as they wait out ater-
nible storm.

Rehearsals will run from January into
March. The actual production will be on
March 9,10 and on March 16,17,2002.
The Rainbow Experience is intended to
increase interaction between different
groups of people in the area. Rainbow
experience is proud to announce their
creative team including; Producer-
Shayne Austin Miller, Director-Patti
Murtha, Music Director-Albert Ganter,
Stage Manager-Ruth Sykes, and Chore-

~ographer-Sherri McLaugh-lin Ryan.

c.
4/

All About Arts & C

< Personalized Books
< Handcrafted Candy Gifts

< Handpainted Home Accessories
¢ Handmade Soaps & Candles

< Russ Vintage Edition Col

< Uniaue Gifts For All Occasions
%+ Customized Specialty Home Accents
+ Gift Certificates Available

+ ARTS & CRAFTS CLASSES!

PONCHT'S BULLETING

You ask for it, you got it! As of February 2002, the

Crafts” lessons will be expanded to accomodate CHILDREN &
ADULTS. For more information please call or visit us.
Craft Birthday Parties available as of February.

We accept all maior credit cards and personal checks (w/ID) g.
(é,NNW‘GWW\CW‘CWWWWW AAAAARNAANAAAARNANAAAANAANN ﬁ

_—
BONC)

0w° Hometown Gift Fhop ﬁ
179 Front St.. South Plainfield, NJ
(Off Oak Tree Rd., South Plainfield Ave. & Maple Ave.)

( 908) 755-4049 Bk Week!

9

Mon-Sat: 9am-7pm
Sun.: 1 1am-4pm

lectables



he Year i

We, look back on 2001, we realize that whllc

traggﬁ‘ af ected e impacted all our lives,
ere were tri umphs as well in this corner of the world

?W@ w as the Borough of South Plainfield.
S amazi

- square miles we call home.

how much really goes on in-the eight
We hope you enjoy this recollection of 2001, most

; South Plainfield Observer -

of which is excerpted from the the pages of the South
- Plainfield Observer this past year: :

JANUARY. -

. The year began with the annual re-
organization meeting held in Borough
~ Hall on Jan. 7. Councilman Ray Pe-
tronko was sworn in for a second term.
Bob Cusick was also sworn in for a
three-year term. He replaced Vinnie

- Buttiglieri, who chose not to
run for re-election.

The Borough received
$675,000 in Middlesex
County Open Space funds to
purchase property on the cor-
ner of Tompkins and Clinton.
South Plainfield had to pay
just 10 percent, or $75,000,
towards the purchase.

. Bradlees, located in the
Golden Acres Shopping Cen-
ter, closed their doors and
filed for bankruptcy. This was

ing the surrounding stores in
the shopping center- Major
renovations, which were
planned to the shopping cen-
ter had to be put on hold until

smanagement could find another store

. fo replace Bradlee’s. As of this print-

“ing, the store is stll vacant, but there T

have been rumors that there is a ten-
ant ready to lease the space.

The Observer became partof a“Day -

in the Life of South Plainfield” fea
ture in the Home News Tribune. Re-
porter Beth Rosenberg spent a day
withus. We were just one of the many

a blow to businesses occupy- -

stories covered in our town that day:
Melissa Jamieson became South
Plainfield’s first GMC Individual
Bowling Champion. Ray Tomei won
a bronze medal in the competition.
All five elementary schools held for-
mal graduations ceremonies for the
students who completed the DARE
prograin. Members of the counil,
school board and police department
were on hand to congratulate the stu-
dents.

The Board of Adjustments voted
unanimously to deny three.proposed
billboards along Rt. 287.

Ricochet Racquet Club, located on
St. Nicholas Ave., was sold to The
Club at Woodbridge. Ricochet had
been owned by South Plainfield resi-
dent Gary Hamrah for 22 years.

South Plainfield was awarded
$145,000 in grant money. The
money was earmarked to help fund
several borough projects, such as the
NJ Safe and Secure Program, Open

‘Space Program, Safe Housing, NJ

Body Armour Replacement Fund,
Middlesex County Senior Citizens
Transportation and the NJ Clean

. Communities Program.

- Police Chief Steven Merkler retired .
and took a job with the FBI. Merkler
had been chief since 1997.

Former Councilman Vinnie But-
tiligeri was appointed Municipal
Clerk. Deputy Clerk Mary Blue, who
had been the acting municipal clerk
since Jim Ekert retired in 1999, opted
to retire. She felt she should have
been appointed because of her many
years of experience in the clerk’s of-
fice. She is now the Mu.mc1pal Clerk
in Dunellen.

SPHS Tigers won the Group:III
Wrestling State Championships. This
followed their winning the Group II
title the year before.

Two major fires occured in town.
Early in the morning on Feb: 16, a
tractor trailer fire destroyed a 40-foot
trailer and caused extensive damage

+ to a second trailer, Both trailers con-

tained three different types of chemi-
cals..

:On Feb. 18, a fire at a house on
South 9th St. caused extensive dam-
age. The residents all fled without in-
jury, but unfortunate:ly7 the family
dog perished.

: ( Contmued on next page) -
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MARCH

Robert Merkler, the brother of re-
tiring police chief Steven Merkler, was

- named acting police chief. Merkler, a

popular choice, joined the South
Plainfield Police Departmentin 1983.

The police department promoted
John Ferraro, 20-year-veteran, to cap-

tain; Kenneth LaVerne, 20-year-vet- *

eran, to lieutenant: Robert Barone,
14-year-veteran, to lieutenant and
Paul Wylam, 21-year-veteran was pro-
moted to sergeant. .

The SPHS Tigers advanced 13~

players to the Region Tournaments.

‘Recreaton Tigers hold a13-0 record.

.1:The Referenduin Vote on school ex-
pansion was cancelled after the
weather service issued a storm warn-

ing in the area. Consequently, ]USt a

few inches of snow fell.
Dr. John Krewer was named super-

‘intendent of schools, replacing retir-

ing Superintendent Guy Ferri.

The SPHS Competition Cheerlead-

ers took first place in the Florida Na-
tional Cheerleading Competition.
This was quite a feat since the team
was formed just three years ago.-
South Plainfield joined the coun-
try in the celebrating Dr. Suess’ birth-
day. Officials from borough council,

- fire and police departments took the
time 'to visit a school and read to the

students. A
New Senior Center plans were un-
veiled by Architect Joe DeAndrea.

Builder Jack Morris had previously

promised to build the senior center
free of charge after receiving approval
to build townhouses and condomini-
ums on New Durham Ave.

Residents turn out in the hundreds
for the “Hoops for Horn” fundraiser.
Horn was injured in a work related
accident. The fundraiser took in over
$4,400 to help with family/medical ex-
penses.

Hundreds turned out to help cel--

ebrate South Plainfield’s 75th birth-
day party in Borough Hall. Rcs1dents
over 75 blew out the candles on the

birthday cake. Attending were three

past mayors and many other pastand
present South Plainfield dignitaries.
Councilwoman: Darlene Pinto an--

~ nounced she would not seek re-elec-

tion to a second term on the council.
. Sue Ashnault was named “New
Jersey Official of the Year.” Ashnault

_ has been involved in gymnastics for .
many years and, since 1984, served as .

aNJ Interscholastic Athletic Official/
Judge. -

Joanne’s Dance sponsored a benefit
for Autism Awareness that drew hun-
dreds and raised both funds and an
awareness of what atitism is.

Jaﬁuary 4,2002

APRIL

Quick Chek opened their newest:
store on Durham Ave. Also holding
rbbon-cutting ceremonies were Cus-
tom Creations & Gifts located on
South Plainfield Ave. and Durham
Deli which relocated to the corner of
South Plainfield Ave. and Front St.

Voters overwhelmingly approved
the School Bond Referendum. Re-
elected to the school board were
Dawn Jefferys and Steve Bohn, along
with Pio Pennesi, who had served pre-
viously.

The South Plainfield Lions held

their Annual Gourmet Breakfast, the
PBA 100 held its Annual Gold Gloves
event and the Vision 2001 held their
Annual Art Action:

The SPHS O&Opcranvc Educa-

tion students were awarded $92,975
at the 29th Annual CE Scholarship
Competition.

The Junior Baseball Club held their-
opening day ceremonies stamng with

‘aparade.

Ponytail Softball held thcu' OPCI!

ing day ceremonies at Pitt Street Park.

Borough attorney and lifelong resi-
dent Patrick Diegnan was nominated
to run for the State Assembly seat va-
cated by Barbara Buono.

First Place Contestants in the
“Battle of the Books” Competition re-

‘ceived a perfect score at the Middle
School. .

MAY

ORI
The police department unveiled a
state-of-the art forensic computer
laboratory to investigate computer
crimes.
A 60-inch Elizabethtown water

main ruptured, closing Roosevelt and -
Franklin schools. Emergency Man--

agement personnel geared up, and by
the time residents awoke, water was
available at the rescue squad building.

Candidates for council wer¢ an-
nounced. Running on the Democratic
ticket were Councilman Dennis Cera-
mi and newcomer Charlie Butrico.
The Republicans chose former School
Board member Marjorie Reedy and
newcomer Jerry Harris.

Damn Yankees, presented by . the
students of South Plainfield High

School, successfully performed to
packed audiences for three nights.
Volunteers throughout South’ -
Plainfield spread out to help clean up
the town. They removed litter and
trash from nineteen public places,
comprising 43 acres of parks, streams
and school grounds and over three
miles of roadside. )
The Fourth Annual Police Rodeo
was held at Spring Lake Park. Kids

brought their bikes to be registered
and inspected. Helmets were distrib-
uted to those bikers who did not have
any. Kids enjoyed an. obstacle course.
andfrechotdogsandsod& ¢ "

For the first time in 33 years, SPHS
held a Junior Prom. The theme was
“A Night in Hollywood.”

Borough Engmeer Rlch Navce-

rezny retired affer 16 years. The firm

of CME Associates of Parlin assumed

the borough’s engineering duties as a
Cost cutting measure.

Roosevelt Principal Mario Barbiere
was appointed Assistant Superinten-
dent of Schools by Dr. John Krewer.

. The National Honor Society in-
ducted 24 SPHS students.

Rudy Poczak was installed as VEW
Ceommander and Dorothy DeWolf as
Woman’s Auxiliary President during
installation ceremonies. (Continued)
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Six former gréduates_ of South
Plainfield High School were inducted
to the High School Hall of Fame.

They were Patricia Abbott, Philip J.

Aiello, St., Dr. Thomas G. Klukososki,
-Pio Pennisi, Alfred H. Ranger and
‘John Patrick Santoro.

All elementary schools held their
spring concerts. The Rescue Squad
held its Annual Open House and the
OLC Feast of St. Anthony took place.

Lightning struck Sullivan’s Auto
Body Shop on Hamilton Blvd., des-

. troying the building and 10 cars in-
side the shop.

Robert Merkler, who had beenserv-

ing as Acting Police Chief, was offi-
cially sworn in as Police Chief.

The Senior Class held their prom
on the Cornucopia Princess, sailing

around Manhattan while they dined

and danced.
Graduation ceremonies were held

at Future Stars, Creative Kids Acad-

emy and the Adult School.
The borough passed an ordinance
. to:require background checks for.all

recreation volunteers. Volunteerswill -

be required to be fingerprinted.
Roosevelt School’s playground was
deemed unsafe and inspectors recom-
mended the equipment’s removal.
Members of the School Board
broke ground to mmate several school
projects.
The newly expanded PAL Bmldmg
‘held gala grand opening ceremonies.
The elementary;, middle and high
school gréduan’ons were held.

JUI.Y

An accident on Hamilton Blvd. ;

results with person one dead and the
driver charged with DWI and vehicu-
lar homicide.

Safety Town classes were hcld for

preschoolers.
Mark Bullock and David DeLau' are
sworn in as police officers.
150-year-old Geary House was

slated to be torn down to make way

for new houses.
Groundbreaking for the Senior
Citizens Center was held. ;
Dr. Richard H. Hangge was named
. principal of Roosevelt School.
Democratic candidate Jim Mc-

Greevey visited South Plainfield dui-

ing his “Walk Through New Jersey”
campai

Team werit to Weehawkin to-partici-
pate at the State Level of the Babe
Ruth Tournament.

A borough auction netted $70()K :

for three parcels of land.

The annual Fishing Derby; spon-
sored by SPHS S.A.ETE. Fishing
Club, was held at Spring Lake Park.

AUGUST

Summer Drama Workshop pre-
sented Bye Bye Birdie — its 30th sea-
son production.

Ponytail All Stars claimed ‘three
titles. The 10-U, 12-U and 14-U all
won titles at the South Plainfield All-
Star Softball Tournament.

Mayor Dan Gallagher was chosen
as the 2001 Parade Marshal.

James Curcio pled guilty to embez- -

zling $2M from his employer. Curcio,
the Recreation Commissioner, was
immediately suspended an audit of
the Recreation Comm:* was held.

‘Det. Gatrett Cassio' was injured
while attempting a motor vehicle ar-
rest. The suspect tried to get away and
ran over his foot.

The-South Plainfield Fire Depart-
ment held a wet down, which was at-
tended by over 1,500 people and
scores. ofnc:ghbonng fire departments,
to dedicate their new #56 engine. |

A ruptured water main on Park Ave.
closed roads and flooded the area
around Kennedy School.

Samson was declared the largest
dog in South Plainfield by his owner,
Pamela Russo. Samson weighs over
250 pounds.

SEPTEMBER

S e—
The 44th Annual Labor Day Parade

- took place. The all-day event, which

began early in the morning with po-
lice department awards, included a 5K

. run, 1.5 mile walk, the parade, games

at the park, bands and evening fire-

. works. It was attended by one of the

largest crowds ever. -

Public Works held an auction to
dispose of unwanted cars, equipment
and biles.

The Scpt 11 amacks put pohcc, fire

gn.
The 14/15 year-old SPJBC All Star :

and emergency services on high alert. :
Some members of the fire and police

departments went to ground zero to
help during the crisis. Members of the
rescue squad were dispatched to Lib-
erty State Park to help with the evacu-
ated who were injured.

As South Plainfield residents .

watched the twin towers fall, flags
went up all over town.

The South Plainfield Crisis Man-
agement Team in the schools geared
up and called the parents of students
who work in Manhattan, making sure
all were safe. They also began to coun-
sel students who had trouble dealing
with the terrorists attacks.

More than 5,000 residents attended
services at Spring Lake Park for a
Night of Healing.’ The event was put
together in just a few days by Marion
Gallagher, with the help of Anthony

Massaro, high school principal and the -

senior class, as well as the band. Sac-
red Heart held prayer services at-
tended by members of other churches
in South Plainfield.

Students at Franklin School held a
“Honor Our Heroes” walk-a-thon,

‘with members of local police, fire apd

rescue ‘squad members participating.
The students collected $17,800 for a
relief fund for the victims. ;

High school students made and - )

sold World Trade Center- badgcs rals-

ing $10,000.

OCTOBER

Nineteen youth volunteers spenta

day cleaning up the Highland Park
Ron Sward was appointed Captain

of the South Plainfield Rescue Squad

replacing Ken Seidel, who resigned.
The Recreation Commission ap-

pointed William Cochrane as acting -
~ president, replacing Jim Curcio, who

was dismissed after pleading guilty to
embezzling money from his employer.

Rainbow Academy opened their
third childcare center on Oak Tree Rd.

Back to School Nights were held at
all of the schools. Superintendent of
Schools Dr. John Krewer attended
each event, explaining the new com-
puter technology programs intro-

duced to help students in all grades

with their studies.
The South Plainfield High School
Contined on next page
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The Tiger Marching Percussion
- Band won Best Percussion in Group
T0T at the Old Bridge Tournament of
Bands Competition. The SPHS
Marching Tigers were awarded sec-
ond place at the West Deptford An-
nual Music Festival in the Cadence
Field Competition.
Columbus Day ceremonies were

"hcld i front of Borough Hall.
The South Plainfield Fire Depart-
ment held their Annual Open House,

as well as the annual Wmc Tastmg :
S Eveut :

Students’ &om thc dedle School
attended New Jersey Peer to Peer
Training Workshop.

The Planning Board approved re-

- development plans for the Hamilton
. Blvd. Superfund Site. The site may be

put on a fast track for clean-up
-through the EPAs Brownfield’s pro-

gram. j
- Councilman Ed Kubala took the

gavel at the council’s Agenda meet-

ing, becoming mayor for a night, be-

cause Mayor Dan Gallagher, who had

knee surgery, and Council President
* Jim Vookral were both absent..

A baboon from the Staten Island-

Zoo made a-visit to Dr. Scott Linick
at the Plainfield Animal Hospital for
dental surgery. :
Two motorists died in separate ac-
cidents within one week. A pickup
truck driven by Clyde McRae hit a
parked truck on Clinton Ave. It went
on to hit a telephone pole and ended
up on the lawn of a resident. A pas-
senget, Arthur Henry, was killed. In
the second accident, George Lopez
failed to stop for a red light at New
Market Ave. and slammed into a car
turning left. Pronounced dead on the

scene was Richard Spence. Both

drivers were charged with DWI and-

numerous traffic citations.
Halloween parties and parades
were held at the schools. Trick or
Treat took place without incident.
Bunchies Arts and Craft store
opened on Front:St.
- The high school FLA sponsored
a lunch for the senior citizens.

NOVEMBER

Ahmad Elkomi, a Dunkin Donuts
employee, was charged with murder-
ing fellow employee, Abdel Zahir.
Zahir was stabbed 22 times and bled

* todeath on the floor of the store.

South Plainfield hosted their 20th
Annual Band Festival at Jost Field.-

Democrats Dennis Cerami and
Charlie Butrico were winners in the
Borough Council election over Re-
publican candidates Marjorie Reedy
and Jerry Harris.”

Borough Attomey and life- long

resident Patrick Diegnan is elected
to the State Assembly. He will be

- South Plainfield’s first representative.

Franklin School held their Annual
Veteran’s Day Program attended by
hundreds of relatives and veterans.

Community-wide Thanksgiving
services held at Wesléy Merhodist
Church. This year they honored our
uniformed personnel.

St. Stephen’s Church held thelr
Fourth Annual Octoberfest.

The South Plainfield Rescue Squad
Woman’s Auxiliary hosts a Night at
the Races.

Kennedy School teachers put on
their annual variety show to the de-
hght of hundreds of guests. -

#
5
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Kennedy School playground equip-
ment is inspected and determined un-
safe. Plans are. made to remove the
equipment, disappointing everyone at
the school.

The annual High School Sports Auc-
tion, sponsored by the High School
Athletic Boosters Club, was held.

'DECEMBER

Plans were unveiled by Middlesex
County to expand and widen the en-
tire length of Hamilton Blvd. Lights

. will be placed at South Clinton Ave., -
. Ryan St. and St. Nicholas Blvd. The

intersection at New Market will be
completely redone and widened.

Quick Chek was held up by aried
robbers. No one is injured and the sus-
pects got away.

Borough hires James McConville
and Christopher Cochrane as police
officers. McConville has a brother,

John, serving on the force and

Cochrane is the son of Police Officer
William Cochrane; who retired in -
January, 2000. 4

Santa began showmg up all over
town. He started out ndmg on-a fire

: tﬁck throughotit towny: giving out

1o the kids:‘He was spotted ‘at
numerous breakfasts around town, at
the PAL Building the Saturday before
Christmas, speaking to the kids and at
the sing-a-long at Spring Lake Park.

" He was also seen on Ritter Ave., the

home of Al Mitchell and his wife Pat
Stilo-Mitchell, handing out presents.
Santa was a busy man this year and
we were delighted he spent so much
time in South Plainfield.

Builder Dave Deluccia got approval
from the Planning Board to build a
shopping center on Durham Ave. His
plans were rejected last year, but he ap-
pealed the decision.

The Annual Tree Lighting at Mc-
Criskin Home for Funerals was held
by the members of the 1015t Airborne
Division in remembrance of the 28
members who died ina planc crash in
1985.

Concerts could be heard through the
school district during the month.

We hope you enjoy these memories
of 2001. We couldn’t begin to get ev-
erything that happened in this issue,
but we tried to give you an idea of how
busy our town really is. Happy New
Year from the staff of the Observer

58
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~ WINTER REGISTRATION FOR 2002 SEASON!

Our annual Winter registration for the upcoming 2002 bascball season here
at the SPJBC will be held on Thursday and Friday; Jan. 10 and 11 from 6 to 9
p-m; also on Saturday; Jan. 12 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the SPJBC Complex.
All new players must bring a birth certificate and all registrants must be accom-
‘panied by a parent or guardian. Winter fees-are $60 single, $90 double, and
- $110 for three or more. At this time we will also be accepting rcglsuatxon for

_ new umpires, managers and coaches.

SPECIAL NOTE TO ALL MEMBERS:

* This will be your last opportunity to register for the 2002 season without
paying late registration fees, or facing possible waiting lists.
* Also, a new bylaw passed r_hjs year prohlbus any new players from j )ommg a
team after May. So there is no sense in waiting until the last minute.
Coaches clinics ave continuwing with the next one scheduled for Tues. Jan. 8,
2002 at 7:30 at the complex. This month’s featured speaker will be Bill Leahman,
former major league pltchcr with the Chicago White Sox. Bill will be discuss-
ing pitching and practice organization. Previous clinics conducted by Bill have
been very educational.
Our, ﬁndmzser -fonr the WTC 9-11 disaster will continue with the sale of nbbon
pins, flag pins and flag'decals at the January registration. Pins are $3.00 and
flag decals $1.00. Thus far we have covered our expenses and are generating a
profit from this sale which will go to the NYC Police & Fire Widows and
Orphans Fund. We are hoping to reach the $2,000 mark which w111 be matched
by the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY.

Ladies Auxiliary will be begin their Gcmude Hawk Candy Fundralser at
our January registration.

IMPORTANT UPCOMIN G DATES TO TAKE NOTE OF:
_-s. Monday, Jan. 7, 7:30 p.m.: General Meeting
* Titesday; Jan. 8, 7:30 p.m.: Coaches Clinic featuring former major leaguer
- Bill Leahman dlsalssmg pitching and practice organization.
‘¢ ‘Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Jan. 10, 11,12, Winter Registration; times: Thurs.
“and Fri., 6-9 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.. (tentatwe) This is also registration
for managers, assistant coaches and NEW umpires. 3
,‘&-Menday Feb. 4,7:30 p.m. General Meeting - skl
. Taesday, Feb 12, 7:30 p.m. Coaches Clinic; topic TBD s

- » Monday, Feb 25, 6:45 p.m. Rutgers Certification course, (Ocmﬁcanon Rc-

- quired for all Managers and Assistant Coaches)

¢ Week of Feb 26 to March 1, League Manager meetings

* Saturday March 2, tryouts at PAL, (Small Fry only)

¢ Week of March 4, Draft nights/player notification

* Monday March 4, 7:30 General Meeting

¢ Taesday, March 12, 7:30 p.m. Coaches Clinic, at SPHS practice, site to be
determined

Boys Basketball Takes
Tournament Crown

P!

Last Saturday, Dec. 29, the high
school boys basketball team took top
honors in the Bound Brook Holiday
Tournament.

Senior Aaron Parks provided an
carly surge into the game, by scoring
11 of his 15 points in the first half to
lift the boys past Somerville, 52-42
in the championship game.

Parks was also named the

tournament’s most outstanding
player. Parks also hit identical jump
shots from about 16 feet away eatly
in the second quarter. He also con-
verted an offensive rebound into a
score for a 25-13 lead with 2.8 sec-
onds left before halftime.

. Throughout the whole game,
South Plainfield never lost the lead.
The Tigers record new stands at 3-2.

%

2)

THERE GOES THE
NEIGHBORHOOD!

...AND THEY’RE ALL HEADING TO HOMETOWN
HEROS FOR THE BEST SELECTION OE..

BREAKFAST, BAGELS, DONUTS, MUFFINS
PASTES, DANISH, COOKIES, COFFEE’S,
ITALIAN BREAD FROM BROOKLYN, HERDS,
GOURMET SANDWICHES, SALADS AND SOME
OLD FASHIONED FIRST CLASS SERVICE!

WATCH FOR GRAND OPENING
“QUALITY FOOD FOR THE EVERYDAY HERO”

HOMETOWN HEROS

908-755-HERO
340 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield

Lz e

orts

Boys Winter Track
by Tim Morgan Jr.

The SPHS Boys Winter Track team
is much improved season this year.
The boys finished second in the East
Brunswick Relays, the best showing
in school history for that particular
invitational. They compiled 36 points
and the sprinters had an especially
successful day. Before that, the Tigers
beat out a competitive Group 4 school
Bridgewater in a preseason scrimmage.

Recently, the Tigers competed in
the 25th Annual Pear] River Track and
Field Festival at Rockland County
Community College in New York and
turned out some notable perfor- |
mances.

Lcadmg the pack was Tim Mor-
gan in the 3200, achieving a first place

- finish with a time of 10:02. Morgan

finished: sixth in the 1600 (4:43) as

- well. Jeff Williams demonstrated his
abilities with a second place finish in.. |.

the 600 (77.4) and was part of the
third place 4x400 team.

The 4x400 team also consisted of
Sean and Chris Grevious and Phil
Thomas. They recorded a time of

3:39. Chris Grevious also placed

fourth in the 55 dash. In the high
jump; Mike Raynes placed fourth and
Sean' Grevious was sixth, both with

567 jumps.

The freshman and sophomore races
provided opportunities for the
Continued on page 11

BOWLING By Ralph Fech

The Plainfield High School Girls Bowling Team Junior Danielle Larisch (above).
The team record (White Division) is 6-3. SPHS Boys Bowling Team Junior Anthony
Ingrerto (below). The team'’s record (White Division) is 3-4-1. .

In ’,
South
Plainfield!

Send a check or money or-
der for $25/one year (out
of-town-$30) payable to:

1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite
1B, South Plainfield, NJ
07080. Or order your sub-
scription via email at |

South Plainfield Observer, | NAME

I ADDRESS

Subscribe
tothe
Observer!

South Plamfleld
Observer
‘ ‘-908-668-001 0o

Please send me home delivery of the Observer.

nancyg@spobserver.com |
and send your check to the
above address.

| proNE NﬁMBER
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Fa La La La....

Recreation Commission sponsored Caroling in the Park

for South Plainfield residents at the gazebo in Spring Lake

Park on Dec. 23. The caroling was led by Tracy Murray,
- SPHS choral director and SPHS Traveling Choir.

(908) 561-8000

HOME FOR FUNERALS

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.
William C. McCriskin, V. Pres., Dir.
~James A. Gustafson, Dir.

James F. Connaughton, Assoc. Dir.

[| 2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
" South Plainfield, NJ 07080
‘FAX (908) 561-6744

Sacred Heart

149 South Plamﬂeld Ave
South Plainfield, NJ

Rev. John Paul
Alvarado, Pastor

Mass Schiedufe:

Satw’dlyEvermthass500pm 4

Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a:m.

Weekdays 9:00 a.m. (church)

Monday Eve. Massw;tﬁMu—aadousMafa[Noverumym 7pait.
Holy Days 7pm(vlg|£) 7and 9 a.m., 12; 10pmcma:7pm.
Saturday 11 a.m.- 12 noon, 4:15-4:45 p.m..

and after 5-p.m. Vigil Mass

Santa Wishes
Santa was especially busy
in the days
Christmas. In addition to
his travels throughout
town on a fire truck, he
took some time to visit
the PAL. Children had the

their wish lists one last
time and have their
pictures taken. Each child
received a gift and- a
candy cane. After visiting
Santa some stayed to
watch “How the Grinch
Stole Christmas.”

before

opportunity to give him

Wilfred G. Adams died Thursday,

‘Dec. 27 in Springfield. Born and

raised in Guyana, South America,
Wilfred came to the United States in
1968, residing in Plainfield before set-
tling in South Plainfield in 1981.

Mr. Adams attended East Orange
General Hospital Associated Regis-
tered Radiology Technician’s School.
After graduation, he became em-
ployed with United Hospital in New-
ark for many years. He had currently
been employed with St. Michael’s
Hospital in Newark in the same ca-
pacity:

Wilfred is pre-deceased by his fa-
ther, Fredrick. :

Surviving are his wife, Cheryl (nee
Roberts); two: sons, Kevin. A of

-South Plainfield and Kurt A. of the

U.S. Navy; his mother, Kathleen
Adams of South Plainfield. Also sur-

_ viving are two sisters and a brother.

Funeral services were held at thc

. McCriskin Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, dopations in his
memory may be made to Grace Epis-
copal Church, 600 Cleveland Ave.,
Plainfield, NJ 07060.

Eleanor T “Ellie”
(Shuski) Square, 74

Eleanor T. “Ellie” (Shuski) Square
died on Saturday, Dec. 29 at JEK
Haven Hospice in Edison.

- Born in Elizabeth, Mrs. Square had

“resided in South Plainfield where she

raised her family, before settling in
Plainfield in the late 1980%. ;
She had been employed by many
diners in the tri-county area. She also
had a great love for Bingo and could

“be found playing in numerous loca-
tions. : : .

‘Surviving are a soﬁ., Michael and his

-wife Dora Svorinich; a-daughter,

Compare .
Consider the beauty, service
|care and maintenance at Hillside
Cemetery, 1401 Woodland
Avenue, Scotch Plains, a

non-profit organization.
908.756.1729

J-fi[liia[e, Cemetery

: www.hiyllsidecemetcrycom

Rosemary and her husband Jeff
Flanagan; a companion, George, and
four sisters, Margie, Jean, Irene and
Virginia.

Also surviving are nine grandchil-
dren; Rosa, Tara, Sam, Ryan,
Cassandra, Desiree, Gabby, Billy and
Paige Ellie.

Funeral services'were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Henry W. Benedickson, 78

Henry W. Benedickson died on Sat-
urday, Dec. 29 in Overlook Hospital
in Summit.

Born in Irvington, he resided in
Edison for many years. Upon his-re-
tirement, he moved to Ft. Lauderdale,
Fla. He returned to New Jersey and
had been living in Hampton for the
past three- years.

He was employed as a truck dnver
for Budweiser (Anheuser-Busch, Inc.)
of Newark for 37 years, before retir-
ing in 1983.

. He served in the US Navy during
WWIL, and was a former member of
the American Legion and the VEW.
He was also a former member of the
F&A Masons Lodge in New York
City.

He was predeceased by his first
wife, Betty E. Benedickson and by his
second wife, Ketty Benedickson. A
stepdaughter, Lisa Hasara, has also
predeceased him.

Surviving are three daughters, Lynn
Benedickson of Washington, NJ, Lori
Coyle of Glen Gardner and Susan and
her husband, Steve Nieroda of
Hampton; two sons and daughter-in-
laws, Rod and Maryann Benedickson
of Clinton; Scott and Alison Bene-

* Forethought Funeral Planning
* N.J.D.A. Choices

 Complete Care Financing

« Serving All Faiths

* Cremation Services

= Pre Arrangement Specialists

‘Wilfred G. Adams, 54

dickson of Ringoes and two step-chil-
dren, Mariann Jones of Whitehouse
Station, and Eugene Soderstrom of
Amsterdam, NY.

Also surviving are 12 grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions in his memory may bemade -
to the Pattenburg Rescue Squad, 590
Re. #614, Asbury, NJ 08802.

John A. Hawkins, 79

John A. Hawkins died on Taesday,
Jan. 1 at the home of his son and
daughter-in-law in Kingwood.

Born in Plainfield, he resided in
South Plainfield for 34 years before
moving to Stockton three years ago.
. Jack was employed as a serviceman
for PSE&G of Plainfield for 30 years
before his retirement.

He served in the US Army durmg
WWIL, serving as guard of captured
prisoners and as a crew chief of the
corp. for Barrage Ballooning. He was
a member of the American Legion
Chaumont Post #243 of South Plain-
field.

Jack was a loving father and tanght
his two sons his love for woodwork-
ing, to the extent that they built their
own homes.

‘Surviving are his wife, Manlyn
(Snyder) Hawkins; two sons and
daughters-in-law; ]ohn A. and Kathy
Hawkins of Stockton and Jay and
Mary Hawkins of Kingwood. Also
surviving are his five grandchildren;
John, David, Holly, Erica and Ashley.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

| ROBERT HUNTER JR

l Owner-Manager

| 756-2800
2456 Plainfield Ave.,
South Plainfiel

! www.conroyfuneralhome.com §i

“Consult the Families We Serve”
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policereport

* On.Dec. 21, a Harrison Ave.
resident reported that while she was
shopping at K-Mart, she had put her

- pocketbook down and it was gone.
She later received a call from some-
one claiming to have her purse and

* The manager of Grand Slam on
Oak Tree Rd. reported the theft of a
baseball glove.

* An Orchard Dr. resident re-
_ported that $5-in change had been
removed from his unlocked vehicle.

was told to meet her at Burger King

in Plainfield. Two police officers and
the victim were able to obtain the
_purse without anything missing.

* The manager of the Gulf Sta-
tion on Stelton Rd. reported that an
unidentified employee cashed a
check for a customer which turned
qut to be counterfeit.

* On Dec. 22, a Beverly Rd. resi-
dent reported that someone had
shot the front of his residence with
yellow paintballs, causing the sid-
ing to crack and break.

» The manager of Radio Shack
reported that four fake display cell
phones and one real one were sto-
len from the display case in front of
the store. The hinge of the door had
been pulled to gain entry. .

¢ On Dec. 23, homeowners on
Jankoski Ct. reported when they re-
turned home at 11:30 p.m., they
found that their home had been bur-
glarized. The house had been en-
tered through the rear kitchen win-
dow. Items stolen were a digital
camcorder and camera; numerous
laptop computers, a DVD player,
stereo equipment and checkbooks.

* AMurray Ave. resident reported
that someone had removed a white
reindeer which had been displayed
on her front lawn. The legs of the
reindeer were left behind.

 Two residents of Kenyon Ave.
reported that their driver’s side win-
_ dows had been smashed.

* AMaple Ave. resident reported
that while he was parked on Murray
Ave. next to his home, someone
had smashed ouf the driver's win-
dow.

* On Dec. 24, a So. Plalnﬂeld
Ave. resident reported that some-
one smashed in the rear left side
“window of his Honda Civic' while
parked at Acme.

* An Adams Ave. resident re-
ported that someone had obtained
a Freedom Credit Card in his name
and had been making unauthorized
charges with it.

* Residents on Rahway Ave: re-
ported that they were awakened by
a sound on the side of the resi-
dence. They later discovered that
a bicycle had been removed.

C

J
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Patty
Abbett
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¢ On Dec. 26, a Maple Ave. resi-
dent reported that someone had
scratched both sides of his vehicle

from front to back with a sharp ob--

ject.
* The manager of Consolidated

Freight on New Era Dr. reported that

someone had cut through three
fences and entered 12 trailers. He
did not know what had been re-
moved. 1

¢ On Dec. 27, the manager of
Drug Fair reported that an unknown
black female attempted to shoplift
three boxes of Alka-Seltzer Plus

,Cold Medicine. When he con-

fronted her she scratched him on
the face -and neck and also bit him
in the middle of his back. He

chased her outside where she at-’

tempted to get into an occupied ve-

hicle and then fled on foot.

* Greg Pifingst, owner of Pfingst
Inc.-on Snyder Rd.; reported his
building had been hit with blue and
orange paint from a paint ball gun.

* On Saturday, a Day St. resident

reported that someone had been
fraudulently trying to use her Ameri-
can Express account.

e A Plainfield man and woman - -

were arrested at Macy’s for steal-
ing five wallets valued at $150. An-
other Plainfield woman was also
arrested for shoplifting $220.95
worth of clothes.

* On Sunday, a Franklin Ave.
woman reported that the driver’'s
side rear window of her 2000 Ford
Expedition had been smashed and
Christmas gifts were removed. .

| fifth in the shotput.

Boys Winter
Track News

Continued from page 9

younger athletes as well. Alan
Dummiett placed fourth in the
55 high hurdles, Will Hamil-
ton was third in the 200, Rob
Hoffman took fifth in the 800,
and Jermaine Thomas finished

In the sophomore 4x800,
Ian Levine, Galen Johnson,
Rob Hoffman and Kyle
Kazmir took fourth.

The winter track team con-
sists of about 35 athletes (boys
and girls) and is led by Head
Coach William Milone and
Assistant Coach Scott Horo-
witz. They have been moved
to Group 2 and will vie for the
White Division title.

The group has a hopeful and
positive forecast and are sure
to be competitive this season.

HELP WANTED

FIELD COLLECTORIN PLFD AREA.

Must have dependable vehicle and cell
phone-commission based. Contact
Debbie at 732-809-5759. _ ~

PART-TIME DRIVER FOR FLORIST.
Call (908) 561-2808.

FLORAL DESIGNER FT/PT Exp. nec- L

‘essary: Mohn’s Flowers (908) 561-2808.

FLOOR SERVICES

WOOD FLOOR REFINISHING—-

Hardwood floor refinishing, 79 cents
per ft., 150°sq. ft. min. Free estimates.
908-617-1657:

SWORDS & OTHER
MILITARY ITEMS
AL (908) 668-5851

.-tions, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Office

To place a classified ad, call 908-668-0010

by 5 p.m. Monday for Friday publication.

RECORDS WANTED. CASH paid for
your record collection. LP’s & 45’s.
1950°s to present. Call (908) 756-5962.

ROOFING

- COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL Rem-

dential. 908-753-4222.

_FAST, APPROVALS, GREAT rates;

personalized service. 908-822- 0090

CONTRACTORS
BUILDER, CONTRACTOR, ADDI-

Renovations. 908-753-3850.

COMPUTER SERVICES
UPGRADES, HARDWARE/SOFT-

" ware installation, in-home services. Call
- 908-769-0709

FOR SALE

_DIGITAL CAMERA-SONY MAVICA,

oldermodel;needs battery charger. Works
with floppy disks. Best Offer! .Call 756-

- 8011 leave a message or email angelonly

@aol.com.

SONY CD-REWRITABLE RECORD-
er, 4X-R Write, 2X cd-RW Write. For
USB equipped systems. BRAND NEW,
never used. Best offer. Call 756-8011
leave a message or emall angelonly
@aol.com.

Busmess é}Professmnal

To advertise,

call 908-668-001 0

ICOMPUTER INSTRUCTION | | COMPUTERS }. ; ROOFING |_ CONTRACTORS | |MULCH/TOP SOIL/STONE |
7 - N\ ! : N 3 ;
Rmn(l;vm 1;‘ Comm’ C ! BUILDER &
. “'&ME:";”:MWM omput k _ GENERAL CONTRACTOR call
- o : y NJ DCA LIC #019771 A
> : Stan Wilkinson _ <50 J.T. P ENYAK Since 1981 KLK TI‘_UCkII‘Ig for
= New Computers/Upgrades ROOFING CO_ Lordina Builders Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield
* Hardware/Software Installations COMMERGCIAL INDUSTRIAL 908-753-3850 Mix, Decorative & Crushed Stone
* In Home Service RESIDENTIAL Sanding * Salting * Snowplowin,
M oD : : X 3 s ADDITIONS-KITCHENS - g e L]
‘C(R;’ml’ir MX r’E F;SE’:NAL » Some Used Computers Available 908-753-4222 BATHROOMS. Pick up or Deliv,, Mon. thru Sat
g e Phone: 908-769-0709 FAX 908753-4763 ' Office Renovations 908-757-4434
THE PATIENT ONE Cell: 732-423-3504 A 124 CAMDEN AVE. [ FREE ESTIMATES | 265 Ryan Street
S 732!494-5826 Email: st-computers@home.com ‘SO. PLAINFIELD, N.J 07080 — South Plainfield
I MORIGAGES | [ HAIR&NALLS I | PRINTING/TYPESETTING | I SPIRITS |
.
Fast ApPROVALS... ﬁ Malvia 5 Invitations ' South Plinfield
Gaear Raes... Jl [(F=¢ Hair& Holiti Health Care » Brochures 791-9463
PersonALIZED SERVICE, @ B ety 1 A Na' ‘S 2701 Park Ave., South Plainfield, NJ ) ° Ke‘gumeg s l il'it
M : Roxanne Cortese, CHE. CMT }} aLs Shoppe
Mike Dixon, * Manicure * Pedicure * Acrylics| | S Sl A i ~ fé/ers i i
President *Tips * Fill in * Airbrushing Ao Sl el o, : | Cavit (1.5 liter)
L ge + Nail Art « Wrap: i i Plsebe sl of my business rame clungefn Pinot Grigio......... $go%e y:;_"s:':‘
Ui b OB A : J;’}LZJ Health‘g‘arz Z:ahhmc:;caf . ﬁ&ll llmlllcs Estate Cellars Sundays
=822 1 1110 Hamilton Bivd., Suite 1B Whlte Zinfandel 3
908 8 0090 Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-8 pm, Sat. 8:30 am-7 pm South Plainfield, NJ 07080 (750Ml) oo 8340 i 7pm
2325 Pleinfield Ave. Suite 2E | 908-668-0010+Fax: 908-668-8819 ] | (1.51iter) .......... FL

South Plalnﬂeld NJ
Se Habla Espanol

email: ggnan@aol.com

Bring.in this ad for 10% off on wines
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IMlustrator to
Help Benefit
9-11 Funds

South Plainfield resident and ilhus-
trator Larry Roibal has created a me-
morial to honor the heroism and hu-
manity demonstrated’in the wake
of the catastrophic events-of 9-11. He
has created an illustration entitled
Hullowed Ground, which will be on
display at the Society.of Ilustrators®
Museum of American Illustration in
New York City, from Jan. 9 to Feb. 2.
The Society is paying all costs associ-
ated with the show; all entrance fees
and subsequent sales go to charity.
One hundred percent of the contri-
butions made at this exhibit will go
directly to charities including The
New York Times 9-11 Neediest Fund,
the Robin Hood Fund and the Wid-
ows of Hope Family Relief Fund.

Larry has been an illustrator for
twenty years and is a member of the
Society of Tustrators. He has created
illustrations for over 450 book covers
and volunteers his services to the
South Plainfield Summer Drama
Workshop. .

EF Au Pair Join in Feeding the Hungry

Americans and friends from around
the world have united to feed the hun-
gry-this holiday season. ;

. Upset by the news that food banks
are over stretched for supplies this year,
EF Au Pair decided to become proac-
tive. Both Host Families and au pairs

in Samantha Pappas’ group donated:

non- penshablc food dunng Decem-
ber.

They were then matched item- for
item and a combined total of 21 full
bags of groceries were delivered to the
Food Bank Nework, 9 Easy St. in
Bound Brook.

Au Pairs are screened, experienced
18-26 year-old women and men from
all over the world who live with a host
family for one year and provide 45
hours of child care in return for a

weekly stipend, room and board. :
At a time when many people’ are

“wary of non-Americans, these young

people really came through for hun-
gry Americans. -

For more mformatlon contact
Samantha Pappas, Local Childcare
Coordinator; EF Au Pair, 951 Lincoln
Blvd., Middlesex, NJ 08846 or call
(732)'356-5524.

SPHS VOICES Club Collects Toys for Tots

Voices, the community service club at South Plainfield High School, collected dozens of toys this holiday
season for Toys for Tots. Pictured above (I to r) are officers Rula Kanj, Amanda George Denise DlMegllo,
Jenny Cai, Lauren Kaczka and advisor Tara Schweitzer.
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Scouts Learn to Fold “Old Glory”

Commander Rudy Poczak from the VFW recently visited Kennedy's
Cub Scout Den 3 to show the boys how to properly fold an American
flag. The boys were also very impressed with the stories Mr. Poczak
told about our flag. Pictured are Dominic Eosso, Jack Green, Michael-
Grzenda, Ryan Riccardi and Troy Kurilew.

: Dina G J ascasio, @77?)

Isp/easeo//o announce z’ﬁe 0,08121[27 O/

- Oak Tree Dental, LLC
" a new practice t/ Seneral & Cosmelic
@en/zs/ry Dina’s yoa/ is fo prouzc/e
j Lﬂla/ ity dental care and to ensure
continued yooo/ oral heallh.
She looks /arwczro/ o seeing you
al ber new address af

2177 Oak Tree Road, Suite 101 * Edison, NJ 08820
; (908) 757-7500 :

: Logontothe »
Borough of South Plainfield’s
- official web site at -
southplainfieldnj.com
Visit your community web site-for the latest Iocal news on

. Mayor and Council
 Planning Board & Board of Adjustment Agendas
* Police - Fire - Rescue Squad

* Recreation .
* Youth Activities
 Senior Corner

¢ Professional & Business Dlrectory
* Community Bulletin Board
¢ Civic Organizations
* Election Results
« and more

Advertise your business and supporton
South Plainfield’s own web site
For rates or information email at: southplainfieldnj.com
Or call 908-226-7656

FAST APPROVALS... Grear RATES...PERSUNAUZED SERVICE|
‘We Specialize in No Cost Ref‘mancing i
Free Pre-Qualifications -
Purchases * Refinance * Debt Consohdation
Past Credit Problems Understood
. " No Income Verification Loans
Borrow up to 125% of Value * Loans
Mixed Use and Commercial Properties

Mike Dixon

Licensed Morigage Broker - N.J Dept. of Banking|

Se Habla Espanol

908-822-0090

2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E South Plainfield, NJ




