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Help to Create a Historical
Book of South Plainfield
Submit Your Old Photographs

Opportunity has knocked, and the
door is opening. Family gatherings
during the holiday season usually in- "
dude reminiscing of times past. This
season when the old photo album
comes out, keep this thought in mind.
The Borough of South Plainfield is
the subject of a pictorial book to be
printed by Arcadia Press. You, a rela-
tive or friend may have a photograph
or two that is just perfect to help tell
the story of our town's residents, its
character and development.

The South Plainfield Historical
Society is inviting the public to sub-
mit old photographs of South
Plainfield and its residents for inclu-
sion in Arcadia Press' book series called
Images of America. These popular
volumes can be found in local book-

aring summa cum Uu<k. Dr. Veit ob-
tained his doctorate in anthropology
from Penn State. He also directs
Monmouth University's summer ar-
chaeological field school.

The public is invited to bring indi-
vidual or even their shoebbxes-of
photos to meet with Dr. Veit on Tues-
day, Jan. 8. Photos accepted for pub-
lication will be considered on loan,
and will be returned. However, the
South Plainfield Historical Society
will gladly accept donations, or re-
prints of photos for their files for use
in future publications. There are sev-
eral in the works. Written informa-
tion (date of photo, place or address
of site, names of those in photo) should
be included with each submission.

The Jan. 8 meeting starts at 7:30

Pictured are some of the pictures that are being considered. Top photo, John
Maguire, Claire Thornton Grafs grandfather is pictured on the left. Below the
Baptist Church and Parsonage on Hamilton Boulevard.

stores. Historical pictorials of many
New Jersey towns including Edison,
Woodbridge, Dunellen, Metuchen,
Perth Amboy, Rahway and North
Plainfield are now in print.

The publication of a book on the
Borough would be a first. Images of
South Plainfield have been included
in other publications, but our town
has never been a subject of a book.

The book editor is Richard P. Veit,
Jr., an assistant professor of anthro-
pology at Monmouth University, and
Director of the Center for New Jer-
sey History. He grew up in South
Plainfield, graduated from SPHS,
and attended Drew University, gradu-

p.m. in the South Plainfield High
School cafeteria • The school's Jersey-
an Club, under the direction of Ms.
Fran Flannery and Mr. Barka, are pro-
viding delicious refreshments and as-
sistance. Please come and enjoy this
evening with friends, family and
neighbors, and contribute your last-
ing memories to the first book on
South Plainfield's history.

For further information, please
contact Dorothy Miele at (908) 754-
3073. If you are unable to attend the
meeting, arrangements can be made
to view picture submissions at more
convenient times and places.

" ' -Submitted By Dorothy Miele

Kennedy School playground equipment is off limits until it can be brought up to code.

Kennedy Playground Demolition
Gets Temporary Reprieve

Parents, teachers and students at
Kennedy School were devastated a
few weeks ago when they discovered
that several pieces of their popular
playground equipment had been
roped off. A notice sent home to par-
ents explained that most of the play-
ground equipment would be torn .
down because it was deemed unsafe.

According to the letter from Board
of Education Business Administra-
tor Ellen Johnson, the roped off
pieces were found to no longer be in
compliance with current safety codes.
Even though they were thought to .
be safe and usable at the time of pur-
chase, safety standards have changed
and unfortunately, the older pieces
were not grandfathered.

The following Kennedy play-
ground items were deemed non-com-
pliant by a NJ State-certified Play-
ground Inspector and with the
Board's approval were scheduled for
removal: ship, castle, orange climber,
flagship, A-Frame climber, metal slide
and wood train.

An inspection at Riley School also
showed non-compliance in the

wooden composite structure and the
metal fire engine. Roosevelt School
was inspected last year and their play-
ground equipment was removed over
the summer and no new equipment
has been installed.

Some of the equipment was do-
nated to Kennedy School, making
the decision to take it down more
difficult to accept.

However, both Kennedy and Riley
schools have been given more time

to see if the playground equipment
can be brought up to code. Kennedy
PTO President Sue Barry met with
Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Krewer and School Board Admin-
istrator Ellen Johnson last week.
Corby Associates will inspect the
equipment on Friday and advise if it
can to brought up to code and if so,
what is needed. In the mean time,
the playground equipment is not
being used by the school children.

Donations Needed for "Christmas Project'
This holiday season brings a some-

what different attitude toward our
fellow-citizens. We.have all been
touched by the terrible tragedy of
Sept. 11, some more than others.

In South Plainfield, many families
have been affected in different ways,
such as layoffs and cutbacks in their
employment. We have all been asked
to give in so many ways over the last
few months and maybe we can't do
anymore.

Every year the Social Services Dept.
in the Borough of South Plainfield

organizes a holiday project that in-
cludes food and gifts for the working
families of our community who are
having a difficult year. This year the
need is greater than ever. If you can
give either by. adopting a family or a
single child, or by checking in with
the Social Services Dept. to see what
items are most needed, it would be
greatly appreciated. If you think you
can help us this year, please call Mar-
garet Ackerman, director of Social
Services, (908) 226-7625 or stop by
the Municipal Building.

Borough Seeks Board, Agency, Committee
And Commission Members for 2002

The Mayor and Council are accept-
ing Letters of Interest and resumes
from anyone interested in serving on
a Borough board, agency, committee
or commission for the calendar year
2002.

The following boards, agencies,
committees and commissions are look-
ing for members.

• Business Advisory Group
(business owners only) meets first
Wednesday of month, 5 p.m.

• Cultural Arts Commission
meets second Wednesday of month,
8 p.m.

• Environmental Commission
meets second Wednesday of month,
8 p.m.

• Health Advisory Board meets
second Tuesday of month, 7:30 p.m.

• Planning Board meets second
and fourth Tuesday of month, 8 p.m.

• Public Celebration Commit-
tee meets first Wednesday of month,

8 p.m.
• Recreation Commission meets

at the PAL Bldg. on first Tuesday of
month, 7 p.m.

• Taxpayers Advisory Group
meets fourth Tuesday of month, 7
p.m.

Please forward your resume along
with the board(s) you wish to serve
to Mayor Daniel J. Gallagher or Coun-
cil President James Vokral at 2480 Plain-
field Ave., South Plainfield 07080.


