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DEMOCRATS OVERWHELMING WINNERS
Cerami, Butrico for Council and Patrick Diegnan, SB's First Assemblyman

State Assemblyman Peter Bames with newly elected Assemblyman PatnckOiegnan, Councilman-elect Charlie Butrico and
Councilman Dennis Cerami, all winners in Tuesday's election.

The scene at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall Tuesday night, where
the Democrats assembled to count
the votes, was jubilant. South
Plainfield voters once again choose
the democratic ticket overwhelm-
ingly. In addition Patrick Diegnan, a
lifelong resident and Borough Attor-
ney, won a seat in the 18th District of
the New Jersey State Assembly, a first
for a South Plainfield resident.

The top vote getters were Demo-
crats Charlie Butrico with 3,481 votes
and Councilman Dennis Cerami with
3,393 votes. Republican candidates
Marjorie Reedy and Jerry Harris re-
ceived 2,188 and 1,911 respectively.
The democrats still hold all six seats
on the council.

Patrick Diegnan and running mate
Peter Barnes also won big. Incumbent
Barnes received 31,495 votes and Di-
egnan got 29,769. Their Republican
opponents Norman J. Van Houten
and Sylvester Fernandez received
17,408 and 16,718, respectively.

Dennis Cerami will be serving his
third term on the council. Charlie
Butrico becomes the freshman coun-
cilman. Pat Diegnan's election gives
us a local voice in Trenton. Middlesex
County Freeholder John Pulomena,
also a South Plainfield resident, gives
a local voice in the county.

The victory party was almost over
by 8:45 p.m. Most guests jumped
on a chartered bus to go to the New
Brunswick democratic headquarters
to watch the votes counted county
and statewide. Jim McGreevey was
elected governor. Middlesex County
democrats won three freeholder seats,
seats in the NJ senate and assembly.

Diegnan noted what a difficult
campaign this became after the Sept.
11 terrorists attack. It was very hard
to go out afterward, but we met the
challenge. Residents were very posi-
tive as they canvased the.town. He
added that this year's theme "Democ-
racy Works" was answered by the vot-
ers, loud and clear.

Franklin School Honors Veterans
Students go 'beyond the call of duty' in annual program

The public is invited to join Memorial Post 6763
Veterans of Foreign Wars in observation of Veterans
Day with services at the Post Home, 155 Front St. on
November 11 at 11 a.m. An open house will follow.

For more information, call 908-668-9751.

By Patricia Abbott

Observing an early Veterans Day,
Franklin School students honored
more than 30 local Veterans from
World War II, the Korean conflict,
Vietnam and Desert Storm. Cries of,
"This way Grandpa!" rang through
the hallway as students at Franklin
School proudly led the Veterans to
their seats. The youngsters presented
their audience with poems, songs and
original essays. Franklin is the only
school in the district that formally
observes Veterans Day.

The ceremony began with a wel-
come from Franklin School Principal
Nancy Erickson, followed by the
school band's rendition of the "Ma-
rine Hymn" and the presentation of
colors. Students dressed in army fa-
tigue jackets marched down the aisle
carrying service flags representing each

branch of the armed forces. The
guests stood at attention and saluted
the American flag as it was placed
center stage. Before retiring the flags
fifth grader Rebecca DefHer recited,
'1 Am The Flag."

Eight first grade students displayed
their newfound knowledge of Vete-
ran's Day in a skit. The youngsters
had obviously worked hard learning
their lines and presented them in dear,
confident voices. Participating were
Nicholas Graves, Bobby Kolvites,
David Landy, Michelle Lesniak,
Gabrielle Smith, Catherine Emery,
Renee Parisi, and Corey Stasenko.

The essay contest is an important
part of the annual program each year.
The four winners read their essays
aloud. Jaime Parello's essay started,
"... On September 11 we saw what
war can do.. ..In New York our twin
towers went down, but our flag went

up . . . Thank you. I love my free-
dom." Other winners were Patrick
Landy, Nicholas Rinco both in third
grade and Lacey Hogan grade four.

Among die Veterans was former
teacher Anthony Cotoia, who spoke
of Ms. Erickson's role in providing
the Franklin School community with
knowledge and pride in our country's
veterans. He noted that if Franklin
School were a military unit, Erickson
would be awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor for going beyond
the call of duty. Cotoia awarded Ms.
Erickson with a commendation rec-
ognizing her service to the school.,

Students spent many days rehears-
ing patriotic songs. Among the tunes
that brought smiles and applause were
"Anchors Aweigh," "God Bless the
USA," and "We Are'The World."
Nine first grade youngsters held hands
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