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WE COME TOGETHER AS ONE
Life as we know it was forever changed

at 8:45 a.m. on Tuesday, Sept. 11. Ameri-
can citizens have known peace in our
country for almost 51 years. An attack
on our soil is something Americans may
have feared, but never experienced, at
least not on the mainland of our country.
Without trivializing the tragic day, the
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 is
dwarfed by the magnitude of the destruc-
tion and untold number of innocent
deaths. The cowardly attacks by an en-
emy we have never met has only solidi-
fied America's resolve to stand by its prin-
ciples. The rest of the nation is just com-
ing to realize what the military and intel-
ligence branches have known all along;
we are at war with an unnamed enemy.

Tuesday's terrorist attack on the United
States was a personal attack on each and
every American citizen. Still reeling from
media images of a flame-engulfed Penta-
gon, and a collapsing World Trade Cen-
ter, a shocked South PUiinficld immedi-
ately went into emergency mode. Many
residents began to do what they could to
help. Offers of supplies began to pour in
to the mayor's office.

By noon, Emergency Management had
set up a Command Center at Borough
Hall. South Plainfield firefighters, res-
cue squad personnel and members of the
police department were all put on alert
to help wherever they were needed. The
fire department sent one of their trucks
and a crew to cover Brooklyn and the
rescue squad sent a rig to Liberty State
Park to help with the injured who were
evacuated by ferry. Three police officers,
Dan Noonan, Bryan Iarrapino and
Wayne Diana arrived at "ground zero"
to help and spent 22 hours there.

Every police, fire and rescue squad
member was eager to help. As time passes
they will probably be called to relieve those
who are working now. Five additional
members of the police department also
went to New York to help.

Many local businesses and most of the
banks closed at first word of the tragedy
or by early afternoon. Grocery store em-
ployees noticed an increase in the sale
of water and other emergency items.

5,000 come out in support of America
and all victims of the terrorist attacks

American flags began to pop up all over
town. Flags of all sizes could be seen hang-
ing from poles, out of windows and on
cars. The firchousc was among the first
to lower their flag to half staff and the
rest of the town quickly followed suit.
One can hardly drive down a single block
without seeing at least one flag or sign.
Hand drawn signs by children.grace the
windows of vehicles.
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Many have asked what they could do to help in this time of crisis.
You can donate money to any of the following agencies or call them for
more information. Please note that clothing is no longer being accepted.

To Donate Money
United Way September 11th Fund: To help the
victims of the attacks and their tamilies and to

provide immediate support to established emergency
assistance: Call 212-251-4035.

American Red Cross: 1-800-435-7669

Salvation Army: 1-800-725-2769
Feed (he Children: 1-800-525-7575

Federal Employee Education &
Assistance Fund: 1 -303-933-7580

This fund is set op for up for federal families
affected by the disasters in New York and Virginia.

FEEA (Federal Employees]
World Trade Center/Pentagon Fund

8441 W.Bowles Ave., Suite 260,
Littleton, CO 80123-9501

Mennonite Disaster Fund
1018 Main Street, Akron, PA 17501

United Jewish Communities Emergency Relief Fund
Eighth Ave., Suite 11-E, New York, NY 10011

Many South Pkiinfield businesses and
banks are also accepting cash donations.

For Information
World Trade Center Relief Fund

RO. Box 5028, Albany, NJ 12205
American Red Cross
Family Inquiry Hotline: 1 -215-299-0134
Jo Give Blood: 1 -800-448-3543
Spanish Information Line: 1 -800-257-7575
Volunteer Medical Services: 1-800-801-8092
General Services: 1-518-431-7600


