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Detective
Injured While
Attempting to
Make Arrest

Dot. Garrett Cassio was conduct-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Grant Ave.
last Friday morning when die suspect's
car took off, running over his foot.
- Det. Cassio observed a vehicle ex-

iting a driveway and recognized die
driver of the car as Brian L. Johnson.
Cassio had been looking for Johnson
for several active warrants. The out-
standing warrants were for possession
of a weapon for unlawful purpose,
possession of a weapon, terroristic
rilreats and simple assault. His bail was
set at $5,000, with no 10% option on
those charges.

Cassio approached the vehicle and
advised Johnson diat he was under ar-
rest. Johnson turned his steering wheel
towards the detective and sped away,
running over Der. Cassio's right foot
and then left the area at a high rate of
speed. Patrol units responded to the
suspect's house and arrested Johnson
without incident. Cassio was trans-
ported to Muhlenberg Hospital by a
police unit, where he was treated for a
swollen foot and released.

Johnson was charged with aggra-
vated assault on a police officer and
eluding a law enforcement officer. Bail
has not been set as of prcsstime.

Man Struck
And Killed by
Conrail Train

Early last Sunday morning a man
was struck and ki lied by a Conrail train
traveling eastbound, just east of New
Brunswick Avenue. The victim was
Roger A. Oades, 46, of Piscataway.

The train was traveling from Har-
risburg, Pa. to Newark. According to
reports, he was seen lying on the track,
and failed to respond to the trains
warning horn. The engineer was un-
able to stop the train before hitting
Oades.

The victim was pronounced dead
at the scene by Mercy Six. Investiga-
tion is being conducted by Det. Eu-
gene Bataillc of die South Plainfield
Police Department.

Last Day For Regular
Youth Soccer

Program Sign-Up
Friday, Aug 10 is the last day to

sign-up for 2001 Youth Soccer
Program. The fee is $30 per appli-
cant. Registering after Friday will
include a $5 late fee.

The program is open to all
South Plainfield residents, ages 6-
13 as of October 1, 2001. The
Soccer Program runs evenings and
Saturdays, September through
November.

Register at the PAL, Monday
dirough Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30
p.m. A birth certificate and proof
of residency are required.

Randolph Ave. Block Party Features Hat Contest

A hat contest was just one of the planned activities at the Randolph Ave. block party held recently. Both
adult and kids joined in the fun and displayed a variety of hats. See story and pictures on page 6.

Ricochet/SPASA 11th Annual Labor Day
5K Race; 1.5 Mile Family Fitness Walk

This year marks the 11th year that
die Soudi Plainfield Alliance for Sub-
stance Awareness and die Club at
Ricochet Health will sponsor the 5K
race held on Labor Day. The annual
race takes place prior to the parade on
Labor Day in Veterans' Park. The race
featured its first group of 40+ run-
ners back in 1991. Last year over 200
runners completed the 3.1 mile course
which covers die parade route up and
back.

The race would not be possible if it
were not for the many local South
Plainfield sponsors, especially The
Club at Ricochet. The staff at Rico-
chet offers a wide variety of health and
fitness activities along with die 5K race
and recendy incorporated a 1.5 Fam-

ily Fitness walk.
Prizes include $ 100 in cash, or a one

month free membership to Ricochet,
$50 gift certificates donated by Home
Depot and Nike running shoes do-
nated by Sporrworld. Trophies are also
awarded to first place finishers, in each
age group, male and female. Trophies
are donated by Joe Romer Trophy.

Entry fee for the walk is $5 for in-
dividuals or the family. The first 75
entrants receive a t-shirt. The 5K run
entry fee is $ 10 if received before Aug.
27, or S12 on the day of the race.
The first 200 entrants receive a t-shirt.

Registration starts at 7:45 a.m. on
race day. The race starts at 9:25 a.m.
from Veterans' Park.

Aiello Chiropractic Center will be

on hand to offer pre- and post-race/
walk massages.

Participants arc asked to park in the
Drag Fair parking lot or other nearby
lots, but not in Veterans' Park and not
on the parade route.

Proceeds from the race help support
the Drug Awareness activities of the
South Plainfield Alliance for Sub-
stance Awareness.

Applications for the 5K race can be
obtained at the Club at Ricochet on
St. Nicholas Ave., the PAL building
or the South Plainfield Observer office.

Bill Beegle, principal at Riley
School and race coordinator can pro-
vide additional information by calling
754-4620, ext. 345.

Historical Society Raffle-Quilt On
Display at South Plainfield Library

The South Plainfield Historical
Society's quilt, wliich is die first prize
in this year's Labor Day raffle will be
on display in die South Plainfield Li-
brary until August 31. The quilt then
goes on a float in the Labor Day Pa-
rade.

The quilt is a beautiful, hand-sewn
queen-sized from Kutztown, Pa. It is
a modified log cabin pattern and is
valued at about $800.

This year, die raffle will include sec-
ond and third place prizes. Each of
these prizes is a gift certificate for two
tickets on the brunch cruise aboard the
Cornucopia Princess, valued at $90.

The Historical Society is asking for
volunteers to help sell tickets along die
parade route.

For tickets or information, call Bill
Tuthill at (908) 756-9654; Mary
Mazepa at (908) 754-3503; or Arlene
Anthony at (908) 753-7852.

All books, sold or not, must be re-

turned to the Historical Society. They
can be mailed to the SP Historical
Society, PO Box 11, South Plainfield,
NJ 07080, or you can give them to a
member at the Historical Society's

booth on Labor Day, no later than 1
p.m.

The raffle drawing will be held at
Veteran's Memorial Park following the
Labor Day parade.

Games, Prizes,
Fun, Clowns,
Balloons, Etc.
Planned for
Parade Day

Plans for the i
44th Annual '; ! I
Labor Day Pa-
rade held on
Monday, Sept 3
are taking shape.
The parade com-
mittee is now meeting weekly in or-
der to make sure everything is in
place by parade day. This is a huge
undertaking and many details need
to be checked and rechecked. The
committee works very hard to make
sure that the Labor Day Parade is
successful and everyone has a great
day.

More than 40 bands, groups and
floats are already signed up to march
in the parade and Veterans' Park will
be filled with a variety of homemade
food, plenty of drinks and lots of ac-
tivities for both old and young alike.
In die next few weeks we will be list-
ing all the marchers, as well as ex-
actly who will be in Veterans' Park.

The parade committee still needs
volunteers to help out as parade
marshals. If you are interested, call
Darlene Pinto at (908) 561-1517.

The committee is also extending
an invitation to all past Parade Grand
Marshals to sit in the reviewing stand
located in Veterans' Park and watch
the parade as their guests.
' This year's dieme is "To All The

Generations of Famffies-iBjggj' 75th
Birthday." Jessica Rapatski, who is the
parade theme winner, will also be in
the parade.

Monday's festivities begin with the
annual 5K Race and 1.5 Family Fit-
ness Walk.

Veterans' Park will have many ac-
tivities. They include a moon walk,
face painting, sand ait, a clown and
many other games and contests. The
band 'Back Splash' will be perform-
ing in die park during the afternoon.
And, of course, the Observer will be in
the middle of the fun all day long. Re-
member, it's our birthday too!

The celebration shifts to Spring
Lake Park in the evening. Music will
be presented in the ga7xbo until dark,
followed by a spectacular fireworks
display. Serpico International will be
presenting this year's firework. (This
is the same company as last year.) Ev-
eryone said they were the best ever
a"nd Serpico promises to do an
equally spectacular job this year.

If your group would like to march
in die parade, they must fill out an
entry form. Forms are available at
Borough Hall or the Observer office
at 1110 Hamilton Blvd. It's a great
opportunity for your group or busi-
ness to join in the celebration.

If you need information about
marching in the parade, entering a
float, volunteering to be a parade
marshal, or having a concession
stand in the park, contact Council-
woman Darlene Pinto at (908) 561-
1517.


