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Fourth Annual Police
Bicycle Rodeo Saturday

This Saturday, May 19, the South
Plainficld Police Department will be
hosting their fourth annual bicycle ro-
deo. The rodeo takes place in Spring
Lake Park from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Bring your kids with their bikes.
They will get their bikes inspected, ride
the obstacle course, have a drink and
a hot dog and get to know the mem-
bers of our police department. There
is no charge for any of the day’s
planned activities.

The kids can ride an obstacle course
presented and conducted by volunteer
employees of State Farm Insurance.
Proper riding techniques and rules of
the road will be emphasized. Helmet
wearing cyclists will negotiate a mod-
erately challenging course of cones to
improve their riding abilities.

There will be a limited supply of
bicycle helmets,donated by the South
Plainfield Traffic Safety Advisory
Commission, which will be given to
cyclists 14 years and younger who
dor’t have a helmet. Those wearing
their own helmet to the rodeo who
register their bicycle with the SPPD,
will be entered into a drawing to win
a new bicycle or a locking device for
their bicycle. Ron Sward, the director

of the Physical Therapy Center in
Woodbridge and a member of the
South Plainfield Rescue Squad, has
donated a bicycle for this event.

Safety oriented literature supplied
by AAA and the South Plainfield
branch of the N.J. Div. of Motor Ve-
hicles, will be provided to all partici-
pants. Bike N' Gear from Middlesex
will be on hand to conduct a safety
inspection on all bicycles, free of
charge.

In conjunction with their bicycle
safety program, a unique bicycle reg-
istration/theft prevention program

. will be available to the public. The

“Baron Von Pedaloff™ program, de-
signed by Officer William Frink of the
Special Problems Unit, is specifically
designed to reduce bicycle thefts. By
encouraging bicycle owners to regis-
ter their bicycle and taking anti-theft
precautions, bicycle thefts can be re-
duced in South Plinfield. ‘Baron Von
Pedaloft” literature will be provided in
an effort to remind all those in atten-
dance, not to give anyone the oppor-
tunity to “pedal oft” with their bicycle.
Bring your bicycle, your helmet and
be ready for a fun filled day. Any ques-
tions? Contact (908) 226-7678.

Sacred
Heart
Funstival

Sacred Heart’s Fun-
stival, which began on
Tuesday, will continue
through Saturday night.

The Funstival is taking
place behind Sacred Heart
School, located between
Maple and South Plain-
field Avenes.

The hours are Thursday
and Friday, 6 until closing
and Saturday 2 to 5 p.m..
There is plenty of good
homemade food, games
and rides.

Railcar is
Vandalized
Once More!

Councilwoman Darlene Pinto re-
ported during last week’s council
meeting that the railcar has been van-
dalized once again, and this time the
damage is very extensive.

Actually, the police department
found that someone has been living
in the railcar. Police say they found the
car was filled with food, garbage, and
empty liquor bottles. Most of the win-
dows are now broken and graffitti is
painted all over the car, leaving the rail-
car a sad sight.”

Pinto said she has contacted the
company that leased the car to South
Plainfield. She is asking that they take
it back before the lease is up at the
end of the year.

This is a sad ending to a project that
has spanned more than four years. The
railcar was brought o town with a
vision that after it was restored to its
original state and perhaps it might be
used as a museum to display South
Plainfield’s history.

Numerous organizations and busi-
nesses in town volunteered their time
and money to restore the railcar. Stu-
dents from Middlesex County Vo-tech
also spent the past few years working
inside the car, restoring the tiles and
woodworking. Last summer after
most of the renovations were com-
pleted, a grand opening was held with
a ribbon cutting ceremony:

Since then, no one has stepped for-
ward to adopt the railcar. After sitting
vacant for almost a year, the decision
has been made to send it back.

By Patricia Abbott

On May 5, the Junior class of SPHS
and their dates enjoyed “A Night in
Hollywood,” complete with red carpet
and paparazzi. The Junior Class Prom
was an incredible event that will be
remembered for years to come. Class
President Billie Jean Sarullo said, “The
prom committee started planning for
this on the first day of school. Our
class has a great group of kids, any-
thing we put our minds to will always
turn out successful.” Months of plan-
ning were put into action and the com-
mittee turned the gym into a stunning
replica of a Hollywood Premiere. Ad-
visor, Rita Marcocci said, “I was so
glad to sce the kids pull together. They
made me proud to be an advisor to a
class of such great individuals.” Late
afternoon the finishing touches were
put in place. Activity was at a mini-
mum leaving a shadowed, silent room
awaiting the appointed hour.

The flower-lined red carpet, await-
ing the arrival of guests, was just the
beginning of a night of wonder and
surprises. A marquee outside the
school announced the Junior Classes
Night in Hollywood. The roped-off car-
pet began at the curb and ran the
length of the sidewalk and into the
building. SPHS students elegantly at-

tired in gowns and tuxedo waited their
turn to make a grand entrance. As each
couple began their walk along the car-
pet, an assortment of cameras whirred
and flashed capturing the moment.
The couples were announced and

briefly interviewed by “host” Bob
Dichl, before continuing past mini-
bleachers packed with family and
friends. As they passed under the
white canopy they were applauded by

Continued on page 8
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Logonto
southplainfieldnj.com
for the latest
meeting agenda

mark your
calendars

Meets twice a month on the first and third Thursday.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. * Questions? 908-754-9000

AGENDA MEETING ..
Monday, May 21 .

.. PUBLIC MEETING

. Thursday, May 24

Monday, June 4 . . Thursday, June 7

Monday, May 18 .... . Thursday, June 21

All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public Meet-
ings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

planningboard

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month

Barough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641

May 22 (no meeting), June 12, June 26, July 10, July 24, August 14, August 28, Sept. 11, Sept. 25,
Oct. 9, Oct. 23, Nov. 13, Nov. 27, Dec 11 and Dec. 25(no meeting).

Meets first, third and nﬂh Tuesdav of the month

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641

May 29, June 5, June 19, July 3, July 17, July 31, August 7, August 21, Sept. 4(no meeting), Sept.
18, Oct. 2, Oct. 16. Oct 30, Nov. 6(n0 meeting), Nov. 20, Dec. 4 and Dec. 18.

The Taxpayers Adwsory Grnup (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at Borough
Hall at 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m.

The fourth Thursday of the month as follows:
May 24, June 28, July 26, August 23, September 27, October 25, November 22(no
meeting),December 27.

Meets once a month on the second Monday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7716
June 11, September 10, October 8, November 12, December 10

environmentalcommission

Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. * Questions? 908-561-8280
June 13, July 11, August 8, Sept. 12, Oct. 10, Nov. 14, Dec. 12 and Jan. 9, 2002

boardofeducationmeetings

Grant School Gymnasium on Cromwell Place unless otherwise noted
Regullar Board Mtg., May 22, 8 p.m.

Committee of the Whole, June 12, 7 p.m., Regular Board Mtg., June 19, 8 p.m.
July -- No Meetings

Meets once a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. * Questions? 908-757-8100

Meetings, held at 7:00 p.m. in lhe Conference Room, Borough Hall
May 23, June 27, July 25, Sept. 26, Oct. 24, Nov. 28 and Dec. 26.
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.

2. Mail, fax or drop it at: Editorial Depariment
South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Bivd., Suife 1, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
or drop it in the box af Mohn’s Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or af (908) 668-8819 or
e-mail us on our web page at spobserver.com or ggnan@aol.com or
ngrennie@ix. netcom.com. Include your name, address, telephone number.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters may be submitted by mail fo South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept.,
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email at our website
at spobserver.com or faxed to 908-668-8819. Lefters should not exceed 400
words. We reserve the right to edit for clarity or length. It is the editor’s discretion
fo limit.the number of letters submitted by one individual on the same subject.
The opinions expressed in “Letters” do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
Observer.

In My Opinion

Dear Mrs. Reedy,

I read with concern, your com-
ments regarding the Borough Coun-
cil and I want to offer the following

for clarification. The Democrats are -

not “in control” of the council. Each
member has campaigned, stated their
position on issues, gone door to door
in South Plainficld, issued position
statements and won the support of our
residents. Never before in our history,
has there been a more open and par-
ticipative government in South
Plainfield. All sides, resident and busi-
ness interests, are heard and listened
to. Our Business Advisory and Tax Ad-
visory Groups, open meetings, re-
sponses to all concerns, clearly evi-
dence our open door policy. With re-
spect to a defeated school budget, as a
former board member, you must
know the legal procedure. The board
is required by law to provide copies
of the budget for review. The mayor
and counall meet with the Board to
recommend, either approval or reduc-
ton in areas not effecting the thorough
and efficient education -of our stu-
dents.

Finally, Mr. Cerami is not the liai-
son to the Board of Education. The
governing body enjoys an excellent
working relationship with the mem-
bers of the Board of Education; with
members of cach attending the other’s
meeting. Please speak with the board
members who regularly attend coun-
cil meetings, or perhaps you, yourself,
should attend one.

As Mayor, I assure you that cach
member of the council is responsive,
not as you say, to both sides, but to all
sides. The name calling, accusations,
refusing to hear residents, false infor-
mation is all gone and will not be re-
turned to our Borough government.

Again, you are encouraged to at-
tend meetings and see the process for
yourself.

SINCERELY,
DANIEL J. GALLAGHER, MAYOR

To The Editor,

It is hard to believe that we are at
the midpoint of the fourth marking
period and rapidly approaching the
close of another school year. The staff
and students at Grant Central Sixth
Elementary School have had an excep-
tionally challenging year in meeting
both academic and nonacademic
goals, while adjusting to a new school
environment. The overwhelming gen-
erosity of the Grant Central Sixth PTO
has truly enhanced our experience this
year. The members of this organiza-
tion have worked so closely with us
and our students to make this year not
only successful, but quite unique. For
without them, the students and staff
would have missed so very much.
Most importantly, was their commit-
ment to all the students of Grant. This
phenomenal group was always there
to lend support whether it be with our
assembly programs, book fair, Read
Across America or the endless other

Send us
Your
Letters/Opinions

We want to hear from you
concerning what is going on
around town. We will omit your
name by request, but you
must give us your name and
phone number when you sub-
mit your letter. Send your let-
ter/opinion to: The South
Plainfield Observer, 1110
Hamilton Blvd., South Plain-
field 07080. You can email us
at GGNAN@aol.com or fax to
908-668-8819.

special activities that the PTO either
planned or assisted with. Their words
of encouragement, all their dedication,
and let’s not forget the wonderful
teacher’s luncheon and special treats,
made this a pleasant year for all.

The staff of Grant Central Sixth
Elementary School would like to ex-
tend our deepest appreciation to the
Grant Central Sixth PTO. You made
our first year here quite a memorable
one. We wish you and the students
the best. You will surely be remem-
bered and missed.

THANK YOU,
GRANT CENTRAL SIXTH
SCHOOL STAFF

To the Editor:

It has been a while since I felt T
needed to write a letter, but last week’s
article in the Observer; May 11, on the
candidates for Borough Council
brought back a lot of old memories.
First, may 1 say that Marjorie Reedy
is WRONG, WRONG, WRONG!
Councilman Dennis Cerami is not the
liaison to the Board of Education.
Councilman Jim Vokral is and has
been for the last six years. So you do

not know who your council liaison is.”

Councilman Vokral has and does at-
tend the Board of Education meet-
ings, but chooses to stay out of the
lime light. That is the way he is. He
feels that as the Board has stated many
times; it is an autonomous group and
the Council should not get involved,
just in case they do have to solve a
budget issue. I have never known
Councilman Vokral to ever turn away
anyone who calls him, not even a
member if the Board.

For your information Mrs. Reedy,
Councilman Dennis Cerami is the
Public Safety Chairperson. All you
have to do is go down to Borough
Hall and pick up one of the free cards
with the Council’s names and the of-
fices that they chair. It is a shame that
even before you get the facts straight,
you are ready to accuse someone like
Mr. Cerami of not doing his job. NOT
TRUE! He is very diligent and pro-
fessional and takes his position seri-
ously. He does not go around slam-
ming people or making mistakes. You
have already made your first. You don’t
know who is who, or even which
people are out there helping your own
community!

As for your experience being on the
Board of Ed. you wrote, “I have al-
ways put the children first and will do
the same with the Council.” In 1988
there were between 24 to 27 special
education high school seniors that
where allowed to quit South Plainfield
High School, a few short months be-
fore graduation. I and a few other par-
ents fought the school board, trying
and help them and their teacher. Noth-

NOW
OPEN
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ing was done and the teacher was let
go and the children all quit. Where
was your help then? What part did
you play to help keep those children
in school? This past Jan, Feb, March
and April, when I was at the school
board meetings with a serious prob-
lem that needed to be addressed, you
didn’t come to me to see what you
could do to help the situation. Not
once did you show any concern or
interest. It took ONE, fifteen minute
meeting with the new Superintendent
to take care and to solve my problem.
You sat doing absolutely nothing!
Where was your concern in this seri-
ous situation involving our school
children? How did you help those par-
ents and grandparents and who are the
people you say you want to help now?
If this 1s how you will work for the
Council, then I say thanks, but no
thanks..

As for your job experience—I live
on the block next to where you work.
When we called a month ago to com-
plain, you answered the phone, lis-
tened and responded that it was not
your firm that was the problem. Well,
since my husband is the Councilman,
the people on this block would call
our house at 11 p.m., 11:30 p.m. and
12 a.m. to complain about the noise.
Two nights later the noise returned,
we called the police and your firm was
the culprit. You did not address it or
even call back.

As a very educated Republican on
political issues in our town, county,
state and beloved nation, I like to
think T am fair, and I don’t like it when
people of any party use their position
to make other people look bad. The
Republican Party of South Plainfield
still has not learned that lying or say-
ing things that are not true will get
them elected. You think that you can
say what you want and no one will
disagree. This is not where you ignore
facts and you will not be held account-
able for your actions. Welcome to the
real world

I'will say this, that with your expe-
rence in your job on the Board of
Ed., and the knowledge of your
Council members leaves a lot to be
desired. Try learning more about the
subject you are addressing before
making more mistakes. I’s cruel and
very unbecoming. I have learned
many years ago that i’s who the per-
son is and what values they have that
makes them the right person for the
job. Not what party line they are run-
ning under. I think you owe Coun-
cilman Dennis Cerami an apology.
Maybe you should have attended
some of the Government and Law
classes at the high school. It would
have saved you and me the time it
took to write this letter.

RESPECTFULLY,
DEBORAH VOKRAL

Bring This Ad and
Get 10% OFF on
Your First Visit

Cannot be

combined with
other offers

Hours:
Sunday thru Thursday
11:45 a.m. -10 p.m.
Friday & Saturday
11:45 a.m.-11 p.m.

3600 Park Ave.

(Next to Hong Kong Supermarket)
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Milestones

Millie Brauer Celebrates 90th
Birthday With Golfing Friends

Millie Brauer, a golfer at the West Nine Golf Course in Plainfield, recently
celebrated her 90th birthday, with a party thrown by her golfing buddies at the
golf course. Millie has been golfing with a league every Wednesday night for
the past 40 years. While this avid golfer has been hitting the green for nearly 40
years, things haven’t exactly been smooth. Along the years, Millie has endured
two knee replacements, a hip replacement and wears- a hearing aid, as well as a
pace maker. Yet, she is determined to continue doing what she loves most.
Millie resides in Linden.

Tammy Goetz, Glenn DiLoveto
Announce Their Engagemen

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Goetz of L
South Plainfield, are happy to an-
nounce the engagement of their
daughter Tammy to Glenn DilLoreto
of Rockaway, NJ. Glenn is the son of
Gretchen Rhoads of Sharon Hill, Pa.
and Guiseppe DiLoreto of Castelfran-
tano, Jtaly.

Tammy is a 1992 graduate of South
Plainfield High School. She graduated
from William Paterson University in
1997 with a BA in Sociology and is
currently employed as a mental health
counselor for St. Clare’s Health Ser-
vices in Denville, NJ.

Glen DiLoreto and Tammy Goetz
is a fifth grade teacher at William

Pal
Expansion
Nearly
Completed

In just a few weeks, the newly con-
structed addition to the PAL Build-
ing will be completed.

The new building expansion in-
cludes a new larger weight room,
which will also be used for areobics
and excercise classes; a locker room
with showers; a consession stand and
a large all purpose room planed for
the wrestlers. When finished it will
have bleachers to accomodate tourna-
ments.

The entire building has been
painted, inside and out and new fur-
niture has been purchased for the PAL
offices. Rooms now being used for
temporary office space will be used for
after school activities.

Glenn graduated from Ramsey
High School in Ramsey, NJ in 1989.
He graduated from Trenton State
College with a BA in Business and
from William Paterson University in
1998 with a BA in Education. Glenn

Mason Elementary School in Mont-
sville, NJ. He plans to attend Colum-
bia University in the Fall to pursue his
Master’s Degree.

A January 2002 wedding is planned
at the Madison Hotel in Morristown.

Mike and Mayge Reedy Celebrate
Their 25th Wedding Anniversary

Michael and Marjorie Reedy.

Michael and Marjorie Reedy will be
celebrating their 25th wedding anni-
versary next Tuesday, May 22. They
were married 25 years ago at the Pil-
grim Covenent Church in South
Plainfield. The Reedy’s have lived in
South Plainfield for the past 25 years
they were married.

Marge just announced she will be
running for Borough Council after
serving nine years on the Board of
Fducation.

The Reedy’s have three children,
Sandra, 20, who attends Westminister
Choir College; James, 17, a senior in
SPHS and Patrick, 14, an eighth
grader in the Middle School.

Jennifer Gebbia, Stephen Spisso

Announce Their Engagement

Joseph and Rose Gebbia of North
Brunswick have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Jennifer
Grace Gebbia, to Stephen Andrew
Spisso, son of Craig and Carol Spisso
of South Plainfield.

The future bride is a graduate of
North Brunswick High School and
Rutgers University, and is now attend-
ing NYU Law School.

Her fiancee is a graduate of South
Plainfield High School and Middlesex
County College with an Associates
Degree in Business. He is employed
by CVS Pharmacy, as a store manager.

The couple will be married on July
6,2001.

- Jennifer Gebbia & Stephen Spisso

“With banks reaching
mammoth proportions, a
lot of their customers are
going to get stepped on!”

Tony Feraro — President

featuring
1960’s Recording Group N
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See You in September Go Away Little Girl
1 Got Rhythm
Also appearing Comic Sheila Van Dyke

uth Plainfield High School Auditorium
South Plainfield, NJ
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AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR
Children 12 and under Free

Sponsored By the
\SOuth Plainfield Volunteer Fire Department
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It’s inevitable. With the new wave of
mergers and takeovers, your local bank
may soon be much too big to service you
properly. You will be forced to deal with
a MAJOR FINANCIAL INSTITUTION —
vast, cold and impersonal.

But for those who require a good deal of
attentiveness to their needs, who refuse
to be shortchanged on service, there
continues to be an alternative.

Get paid for your balances!

Opport.Linity § ]
% f

checking

3.90

$7000 and up

%

APY

2.75

$4000-$6999

%

APY

2.00

$2000-$3999

%

APY

Unity Bank is totally committed to
providing each of our customers with
the utmost in personal service. Every
customer, for instance, is assigned his or
her own officer who oversees the entire
banking relationship. '

So if your bank is becoming a little big
for your taste, maybe it’s time you
looked into the alternative. Unity Bank.
When it comes to personal service,
nobody’s bigger than we are.

Working with you. For you. Unity.

Call 800.618.BANK

unitybank.com
SBA Preferred Lender
Clinton ® Colonia ® Edison ® Flemington
Highland Park © Linden © North Plainfield ® Scotch Plains
South Plainfield ® Springfield  Union ® Whitehouse

EQUAL
HOUSING
MEMBER FDIC LENDER
rtunity Checking: Minimum balance required fo open account and eom interest is $2,000. $12 service charge if account
s below $2,000. If occount is dosed within 90 days of opening date, o fee of $30 will be assessed prior to dose-out. Annual
Percentage Yields (APY) are cffective the dote of publication and are subject to change. All offers are subject to change without
notice. Free gift for new accounts only. Gift will be received ot account opening. Mus! be opened with new money.
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AARP Chapter Meeting
May 18

The general mecting for AARP
Chapter 4414 will meet on Friday,
May 18 at 12:30 p.m. at the PAL
Building on Maple Ave. Dorothy
and Henry Meriwether will give a
slide show and talk on Ireland. Vol-
unteers will be recognized and Of
ficers and Board Members will be
elected for the new year. All are wel-
come.

VFW Holds 55th Annual
Installation of Officers
May 18

On Friday, May 18, VEW Post
6763 will hold its 55th Annual In-
stallation of Officers. The event will
be held at the VEW Post, 155 Front
Streer and will begin at 7:30 p.m.

Food and beverages will be provided

and music from Billy Phillips will be
teatured. The public is invited to at-
tend. For more information, call

(908) 668-9751.

Fourth Annual Police
Bicycle Rodeo Coming
May 19

On Saturday, May 19, the SP Po-
lice Department will be hosting a bi-
cycle rodeo. This takes place in
Spring Lake Park from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Featured will be an obstacle
course presented and conducted by
volunteer employees of State Farm
Insuranee.

Safety oriented literature supplied
by AAA and the So. Plainfield branch
of the N.J. Div. of Motor Vehicles,
will be provided to all participants.
Bike N Gear from Middlesex will be
on location to conduct safety inspec-
tions on all bicycles as well.

Don’t forget, May 19, bring your
bicycle, your helmet and be ready for
afun filled day. Any questions? Con-
tact (908) 226-7678.

Friends of the Library
Schedule Special
Program

May 22

The Friends of the South Plain
field Library will present a special
program on “Portrait of a Century:
A Photographic Retrospective of
New Jersey”, the latest exhibition at
the Cornelius Low House Museum,
on Tuesday, May 22 at 7 p.m.

The program will be hosted by
Hillary Murtha, Curator of Exhibi-
tions at the Museum, which is lo-
cated in Piscataway. Ms. Murtha will

Retirement Party To Honor Richard J. Naberexny

May 30

On Wednesday, May 30, a retirement party in honor of Borough Engi-
neer Richard ]. Naberexny will be held at Sherban’s Diner. The party will
take place from 6 - 9 p.m. $20 per person includes a gift, cake and a choice
of 1/2 roasted chicken, prime rib or roast beef, and sides of a vegetable,

salad and potato.

All who wish to attend are asked to RSVP to Jean Sherwood at (908)
226-7640 by May 18. Make checks payable to “cash” or “Jean Sherwood.”

give information, including a slide
presentation, on the Museum and
the exhibit, which examines New
Jersey’s first full century on film. She
will also answer questions from the
audience. No pre-registration is re-
quired; refreshments will be served.

The program will be held at the
South Plainfield Free Public Library,
located in the South Plainfield Mu-
nicipal Complex at 2484 Plainficld
Ave. in South Plainfield, NJ.

For more information, please con-
tact Natalie Bergen at (908) 756-
8679.

Columbiettes Plan Trip fo
Bingo World in Baltimore
June 2

The South Plainfeld Columbiettes
are sponsoring a bus trip to Bingo
World in Baltimore on Saturday,
June 2.

The bus will leave the Knights of
Columbus Hall on Hamilton Blvd.
at7:30 a.m. and return after the last
game of the afternoon session.

Costis $55, which includes driver
gratuity and admission pack for the
main session. We will arrive in time
to purchase discount early bird packs.

For information and reservations,
call Mary Ann at (908) 226-1222.

This trip is open to Bingo lovers.

Trip o The Lion King
July 5

The Rec Department is spon-
soring a trip to Broadway to see
The Lion King on July 5, 2001.

The costis $95 per person and
includes your ticket and the bus.
Purchase your ticket at the PAL.
The bus leaves at 4 p.m.

Elks to Hold Outdoor
Chinese Auction
June 9

The South Plainfield Elks Club
will be holding an outdoor Chinese
Auction on Saturday; June 9. Doors
open at 1 p.m., auction starts at 3

There will be plenty of food and
refreshments available, including hot
dogs and hamburgers cooked on the
grill. Rain date is June 10.

Prizes include Diamond Club
Mets, Yankee and Somerset Patriots
tickets and many gift certificates. Ad-
mission is $5. For ticket information
call Lisa at (908) 668-9750.

South Plainfield Rec
Department and SAFTE
Fishing Club Host Derby
June 16

The South Plainfield Recreation
Departmentand the South Plainfield
High School S.A.ETE Fishing Club
invites everyone under the age of 18
to participate in their Annual Fish-
ing Derby.

The Derby will take place on Sat-
urday, June 16, from 9 a.m. to 12
p-m. It will be held in Spring Lake
Park, and prizes will be given out to
the winners. If you are planning to
attend this event, please bring your
own fishing equipment.

Trip to Cape Cod,
Taking Reservations
September 10-14

The PAL 5-day, 4-night trip to
Cape Cod has been sold out, but
according to Mike English, a sec-
ond bus is being hired. The trip
is Sept. 10-14, 2001.

Prices are $325 per person
double, triple and quad occu-
pancy. Single supplement is $78.
For more information and reser-
vations, contact Mike English at
(908) 226-7714.

The package includes four
night accommodations, four
breakfasts, four dinners, includ-
ing a lobster bake, fully escorted
tours of the Hyannis area, the
historic Massachusetts towns of
Sandwich, Boston, Quincy Mar-
ket, Plymouth and Provincerown
and the Hyannis Harbor
Cruisean evening of entertain-
ment, a welcome reception, bag-

fax or e-mail.

community!

Thank them by letting us know.

good for the local economy.

e KNG Ve T
How You Can Be a
ENCOURAGE YOUR ORGANIZATION TO
SEND US THEIR UPCOMING EVENTS. We want

to add them to AROUND TOWN. It can make your
event more successful. Send them to us by mail,

SEND US INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR
MILESTONES, i.e., promotions, births, engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, graduations.
Include photos. Share your good news with the

IF THERE IS SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO
MAKES A DIFFERENCE in South Plainfield?

USE THE OBSERVER AS AN ADVERTISING
TOOL. Introduce your business to the commu-
nity. Promote your specials or sales. Residents
would rather patronize local businesses than
travel out of town. It is more convenient and it’s

SUBMIT LETTERS TO THE EDITOR to allow
readers to discuss and react to issues.

SUBSCRIBE. It’s $25. (in town) for one year!!

p-m
art of the South Plainfield Observer.

SUGGEST A BUSINESS FOR US TO
SPOTLIGHT. If you have had great service in
South Plainfield share it with your neighbors
through the newspaper.

SEND Us YOUR PHOTOS. If you have an event,
take a photo, write a caption identifying the event
and people and send it to us via mail. The best
photos record action and don’t include so many
people that it is impossible to identify anyone.
Please don’t send us photocopies or laser prints.
They don’t reproduce well.

HOW TO CONTACT USs. By mail: 1110 Hamilton
Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, N) 07080;

By phone: 908-668-0010; By fax: 908-668-8819;
By email: ggnan@aol.

gage handling, all taxes and stan-
dard gratuities.

—OQut of Town—

Theology Course
May 24, 31; June 7, 14, 21, 28

Searching for answers? Learn
about philosophy and theology for
ten weeks, starting April 26. This is
a free event to be held at the Long
Hill Chapel, 525 Shunpike Rd.,
Chatham. A buffet dinner and des-
sert will be served each night at 7
p-m., followed by a presentation and
group discussion.

For more information, call (973)
377-2255, please reference course
name of alpha.

KISMET After-Work
Social
May 11, 18

KISMET, a community organi-
zation for singles, will hold a “Single
Professionals’ After Work Social” on
Friday, May 11 and 18, from 6:30
to 10 p.m., at The Inn, 161 Mount
Bethel Rd., Warren. $10 at the door
includes refreshments. For more in-
formation, contact (908 232-8827)
or www.thatskismet.com.

Brainy Boro Antiques Show
May 12

The Metuchen Area Chamber of
Commerce will be holding a Brainy
Boro Antiques Show, on Saturday,
May 10, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at
the Presbyterian Church Social Cen-
ter, Woodbridge Ave., Metuchen.
Donations are $3, and verbal apprais-
als are $5 each, with a limit of 3
items. Food and beverage will be
available, and the show features a
variety of quality antiques. For more
information, contact the Metuchen
Area Chamber of Commerce at
(732) 548-2964.

Alliance Bible Church
Hosts Coffeehouse
May 18

Get a taste of Scattle right here in
New Jersey! On Friday, May 18, at
8 p.m., the Young Adult Fellowship
of Alliance Bible Church will be host-
ing a Coffechouse, which fearures
acoustic guitarist, John Reilly. John
is a recent Rutgers graduate and is
known for his smooth guitar stylings.
Cover charge is $3 which includes
unlimited coffee, food and fun. All
ages are invited. Alliance Bible
Church is located at 52 Mount
Horeb Road in Warren, NJ. For di-
rections or more information, call
(732) 469-1425 or email at
ABCWarren@aol.com.

McDonald’s Presents
Gospelfest 2001
May 20

McDonald’s presents Gospelfest
2001: A Musical Odyssey; the 18th
Annual celebration of one of Afri-
can-American culture’s greatest gifts
to America. There will be a perfor-
mance of this celebration on Sunday,
May 20, at4 p.m., held acthe Union
County Arts Center, 1601 Irving St.,
RahwayTickets can also be purchased
by calling (732) 499-8226.

Adoption CHATS Meeting
May 21

Adoption Support CHATS (Con-
nected Hearts Adoption Triad Sup-
port) will meet 7:15 to 9:15 on
Monday, May 21 at Watchung Ave.
Presbyterian Church, 170 Watchung
Ave., N. Plainfield. “The Stories We
Tell: Adoption in American Litera-
ture.” Dr. Carol Singley, our speaker,
is an assoclate professor at Rutgers
in Camden and is parenting two bio-
logical brothers adopted domestically
in an open adoption. For more in-
formation, call Alyce at (732) 227-
0607.

Brass Lantern To Host
‘Artisan’s Day’
June 2

The Brass Lantern, at 335 Main
St., Metuchen, will host Artisan’s
Day’, on Saturday, June 2, from 1-3
p.m. The event will feature four lo-
cal artisans; Vivian Hight, author;
Diane Rubin, award winning poet;
Dawn Rodriguez, member of the
Doll and Artisan’s Guild - Porcelain
Doll and Fairy Artist; Lars Sorensen,
acrylics, water colorist, oil painter,
pen and ink and sculptor.

Holy Spirit Prayer
Breakfast for Men
June 12

All men are welcome to a Holy
Spirit Prayer Breakfast on Saturday,
June 2, from 8-10 a.m. at the
Koinonia Academy; 1040 Plainfield
Ave, in Plainfield. A free full break-
tast will be served. The theme of the
breakfast is from Isaiah 61. “The
Spirit of the Lord God brings glad tid-
inygs to the lowly, healing to the broken
hearted, liberty to the coptives and free-
dom to the prisoners.” No matter how
far you might think you are from

- God, Jesus has His arms wide open,

a smile on His face and love and for-
giveness in His heart for you! Jesus
loved you and so do we. Come join
us for a free breakfast. This event is
being sponsored by the People of
Hope. For more information, call
(908) 222-9722.

* Mayor and Council
 Planning Board &
Board of Adjustment Agendas
« Police - Fire - Rescue Squad
* Recreation
* Youth Activities
« Senior Corner

Log on to the

Borough of South Plainfield’s official
web site at southplainfieldnj.com

Visit your community web site for the latest local news on

Advertise your business and
support
South Plainfield’s own web site

* Professional & Business
Directory
* Community Bulletin Board|
= Civic Organizations
* Election Results and
more
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South

Girl Scout Council Holds
Awards and Recognition Dinner

Once again this year, members of
the South Plainfield Girl Scout Com-
munity; as well as, businesses and in-
dividuals in South Plainficld, were
recognized by the Washington Rock
Girl Scout Council for their contri-
butions to their communities and Girl
Scouting at the annual Awards and
Recognition Dinner.

This year’s recipients included
Marsha Prah, who received the Em-
erald Award; Cindy Bosse, Caroline
Harty, Kathy Jenkins and Linda Kelly;
who received Appreciation Pins; Gail
Dougherty, Boulevard Wholesale
Warehouse, South Plainfield B.2O.E
Elks Lodge, and Wesley United
Methodist Church, who received
Community Awards; and the South
Plainfield Girl Scout Community
which received the President’s Award.

Gail Dougherty is a member of the
Domestic Violence Educational Out-
reach Committee and the Domestic
Violence Intervention Team of the
South Plainfield Police Department,
who suggested a program on recog-
nizing and preventing domestic vio-
lence. Boulevard Wholesale Ware-
house has assisted the South Plainfield
Service Unit with food purchases for
their encampments, by supplying cv-
erything nceded, helping them cut
costs and delivering everything to
Camp Lou Henry Hoover.

South Plainfield B.P.O.E Elks
Lodge has generously offered their
lodge for the Service Unit Leader’s
Meetings and waived their usual fee,
assisted in setting up the room as
needed, and even offered to escort
during the evening meetings so as to
accommodate the overflow parking.

Wesley United Methodist Church
replaced the Plainfield Board of Edu-
cation at the last minute as a place to
hold the Summer Girl Scout Day
Camp during the Summer of 2000.

Kudos to all! You make us very
proud. Without you, .where would
Girl Scouting be?

Picture in top photo is Gail
Dougherty and Joanne Otlowski,
South Plainfield Girl Scout Service
Unit Manger.

Picture bottom left, is Caroline
Harty and Donna Dolce, WRGS
Council Vice President.

Bottom right is Cindy Bosse and
Donna Dolce.

PlainfieldScouting

Story/photos by
Patricia Abbott

Cub Pack
224 Holds
Blue and
Gold
Dinner

Cub Pack 224 from Riley
School recently held their an-
nual Blue and Gold Dinner at
China Buffet on Park Ave.

The family-oriented Blue
and Gold Dinner is an end of
the year event, where scouts
of all ages receive the various
awards they have earned dur-
ing the past year and move up
from one rank to next. The
buffet was a change of pace
from the dinner usually held

_in the Riley School gym.

“The Spirit of the Lord God brings glad tidings fo the lowh; |
healing to the brokenhearted] liberty to the captives and |

Jreedom to the prisoners. " Isaiah 61

Saturday, June 2 (8-10 am)

Koinonia Academy - 1040 Plainfield Ave - Plainfield, NJ

FREE Full Breakfast - All Men Welcome!

Sponsored by the People of Hope - Information: (908) 222-9722
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Art Muglia Appointed New Jersey

Motor Truck Association President

Art Muglia, owner of Muglia Enterprises, has recently been appointed as
the 2001 President of the New Jersey Motor Truck Association. Art has
been a member of the association since 1971 and is also a member of
the South Plainfield Business Advisory Group.

Grant Central Grade Honor Roll

Grant Central Sixth Elementary
School has issued its high honor roll
and honor roll for marking period
three.

High Honor Roll: Nicholas
Baldasarre, Nicole Benak, Tina
Bijlani, Julianne Bosse, Kiran
Budhan, Melissa Budhan, Christo-
pher Burke, Ryan Curtis, Charles
Decker, Kathleen Eder, Matthew
Fabino, Kimberly Galinski, Crystal
Gorman, Samantha Granski,
Amanda Harzula, Cassandra Hoff
man, Asia Hollis, Barney Johnson,
Gauri Joshi, Wael Kanj, Christine
Lanza, Phuong Le, Dale McCook,
Carrie Moore, Anthony Moretti, A
Phi Nguyen, Sampson Nguyen,
Jennifer Okuszki, Stephen Parello,
Nicholas Pasquale, Leslie Quicha,
Trevor Rastelli, Kate Reichert,
Karla Reyes, Tiffany Roth, Daniel
Sambat, Christopher Stallone,
Michael Stallone, Gary Stark,
Lauren Stoeckel, Brittanie Wong,
Peter Yeung.

Honor Roll: Michelle Alcantara,
David Alston, William Ashnault,
Sean Battison, Jake Bayak, Daniel
Becker, Amber Berkowitz, Paige
Berkowitz, Dorian Bishop, Chris-
topher Bizup, Megan Boyle,
Courtney Breland, Steven Breslau,
Caitlyn Brindley, Gina Butrico,
Michelle Butrico, Dana Cacciatore,
John Carigma, Cythnia Carlson,
Anthony Cassano, Amit Chandler,
Ashleyanne Chosney, Jefferey
Cianfrocca, Samantha Cihanowyz,
Zakiya Clark, Jonathan Clary; Kyle
Corrado, Joseph Cupo, Kristina
Cursi, Rebecca Dacchille, Kamal
Darji, Nicholas DeSimone, Jenna
DelLillo, Matthew Doell, Harrison
Donahue, Nicholas Dorey, Kelly
Downes, Jack-Duyphong Duong,
Ryan Egan, Matthew Emery,
Samantha Fiore, Alexandra Fodor,
Melissa Franzson, Lauren Frazzano,

Nicole Freitas, Lauren Fry, Frank
Pugazzi, Angela Furka, Donna -
Garcia, Jennifer Garzon, Ashleigh
Gaspari, Michael A. George,
Michael J. George, Crystal Ghan-
em, Nicholas Giannakis, Garret
Gianneschi, Matthew Gigantino,
Caroline Guardado.

Stephanie Hansen, Katic Hardy,
Meghan Hartmann, Allison Harty,
Angelica Hebreo, Nicholas Hogan,
Sara Holbrook, Brittany Hollis,
Brianne Howarth, Daniel Hubner,
Bryan Hunt, Trucly Huynh,
Lalchan Jainarine, Michael Jakubik,
Tony Joe, Kassandra Joyner, Ryan
Kamen, Andrew Keraga, David-
Josiah Krause, Richard Le, Ashley
Little, Jennifer Little, Charles
Loiacono, Alan Maglaque, Tyler
Mandel, Jaliz Marrero, Heather
Martin, Samuel Martin, Joy Maszc-
zak, Nicole Mathew, Stephanic
Mazurak, Daniel McCreesh, Tricia
Merryman, Nicole Miglis, Ben-
jamin Milcarek, Jacquelyn Miller,
Ryan Miller, Jennifer Mocerino,
Chintan Mody, Sherif Moharem,
Susan Mott, Krista Natale, Denise
Nazario, Travis Noll, Katheryn
Noonan, Tara O’Keefe, Lelosa
Ogbeveon.

Aarti Patel, Sonali Patel, Justin
Pauls, Jenna Pein, Elizabeth Pisack,
Kelly Piwowar, Victoria Plasse,
Christopher Pollin, Heather
Prokopiak, Jessica Pryor, Martily
Ramagado, Tabitha Ramnath,
Heather Ray, Selene Rayho, James
Rivas, Jessica Ross, Kyla Rouse,
Jessica Rousseau, Kimberly Russell,
Joseph Scarpitto, Lori Sepkowski,
Abdussami Sheikh, Esmeralda
Silvonek, Geovana Toca, Steven
Tran, Joseph Turrise, Dean Tuwai-
dan, Jessica Vasquez, Alexandra
Viscosi, An Vo, Sean Walsh, Brian
Wieckowski, Timothy Williams,
Jalisa Williamson, Luigi Zeccardo.

Se Habla Espanol

—— = e —
Fast ApprovaLs...GREAT RATES...PERSONALIZED SERVICE
We Specialize in No Cost Refinancing
Free Pre-Qualifications
Purchases * Refinance * Debt Consolidation
Past Credit Problems Understood
No Income Verification Loans
Borrow up to 125% of Value * Loans
Mixed Use and Commercial Properties

908-822-0090

2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E South Plainfield, NJ

Mike Dixon

lo President

gage

Licensed Mortgage Broker - NJ Dept. of Banking

Jerseyan Club Proves “It’s a Small I/Vorld /yrterAll”

By Patricia Abbott

The sights, sounds and even tastes
of a multitude of countries recently
filled the SPHS library in honor of
Multi-Culture Heritage Day. The
event was the culmination of work by
the Jerseyan Club, the history classes
and their teachers. Students were giv-
en the option of participating and the
response was overwhelming. It was
the first Heritage Day in five years and
Jerseyan advisors Fran Flannery and
Tony Barca were more than pleased
with its success. They noted that stu-
dents that had little interest in the
project at the start were already talk-
ing of their contribution for next year.

The United States has atways been
a ‘melting pot,’ a fact that people of-
ten take for granted. Our country is a
living mixture of traditions, of color-
ful and distinct ethnic backgrounds
steeped with histories both long and
short. Heritage Day highlighted the
many cultures that thrive in America.
Tt was a day of learning and discovery,
a chance to sample more than just the
food and culture from around the
world. The biggest discovery was just
how culturally diverse SPHS really is.
Flannery said, ‘As a long time resident
and a global studies teacher, T felt T
was already aware of the cultural di-
versity of SPHS. Multi-Culture Heri-
tage Day was an eye-opener, I was
truly amazed at the breadth of that di-
versity and the pride and enthusiasm
with which it was displayed.”

Nineteen South American coun-
tries, 13 European, 9 Asian, 3 Afri-
can, 6 Middle East countries as well
as Native America and Australia were
represented. The event offered displays
of items that represented various coun-
tries. Students in their country’s na-
tive costumes manned the displays or
wandered throughout the room ex-
ploring all it had to offer. Music from
far away nations could be heard from
different parts of the room. One of
the options given to students was to
bring in a food item that represented
their heritage. Two hundred chafing

song. Each class had just 40 minutes
to ‘travel’ around the world. The com-
mittee members spent many weeks or-
ganizing and preparing. Working on
the committee were Kayo Daimo,
Manzoor Ahmad, Alex Huynh, Scjal
Patel, Ruple Patel, Nadesha Hussein,
Cathy Nguyen, Nicole Luthman and
Appi Iyengar. The Multi-Culture
Heritage Day they presented to SPHS

pans were given out, and one hundred
cans of sterno were used. The origi-
nal plan to have a back up table to re-
plenish food as the day continued, was
forgotten. The food took up a full half
of the library, lining one side with an
amazing array that ranged from ex-
otic sounding main dishes and staple
items such as rice, to mouth-watering
desserts. During the course of the day
students were treated to a Filipino  truly proved that it is indeed a “small
dance and Afghani dance, an Irish ~ world after all.”

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHEEHEEB
PR/IX-GRAND OPENIN G

Formerly Crystal Clean WAS H
“Qeellernice With a Fevwsanal Jouclt”
Y% FULL SERVICE CAR WASH
Y XPRESS HANDWAX
¢ HAND WASHING AVAILABLE FOR CONVERSION
VANS and TRUCKS
¢ FLEET ACCOUNTS WELCOME

¥ DISCOUNT COUPON BOOKS
2 YOUR TOTAL MOBILE ELECTRONICS SOURCE

OPEN 7 DAYS A M/EEK

Monday - Friday 9-5
Saturday 8-5 * Sunday 9-3
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1425 New MarketAve. South Plainfield
(Between South Clinton Ave. & New Brunswick Ave.)
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I Grand Opening Special! | Grand Opening Special! 1
| | |
! $2 OFF | $2 OFF !
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Mohn’s Flowers and Essay Winners Surprise Moms

Mohn’s Flowers brought huge smiles and a few tears to a dozen mothers, grand-
mothers and aunts in South Plainfield as part of their annual Mother’s Day Essay
Contest.

Elementary school children were asked to write essays about their moms. Each
school picked three winners and gave the winning names to Mohn’s Flowers, who
delivered a dozen roses, along with the winning essay, to cach winner. All elementary
schools sent in winners except Roosevelt School.

The past couple of years, the Observer has had the privilege of riding along with
what we’ve nicknamed the “Rose Patrol” and this year we were delighted when they
asked us to accompany them again.

Each year this contest is more and more successful and rewarding. This year’s win-
ning essays included two grandmothers and an aunt. Also two brothers in separate
grades were picked as winners to the delight of their mom. These moms could not
have received a better Mother’s Day gift from their child.

Each year co-owner Georgeann DiGrazi is in tears reading the winning essays and
poems. She says she is glad she doesn’t have to pick the winning essays. Delivering
the flowers again this year was co-owner Bill Cochrane. Georgeann and Bill donate
both their time and the roses for this special Mother’s Day contest. Mohn’s Flowers
deserves recognition for sponsoring this annual contest, as Mother’s Day is one of the
busiest days in the flower business.

Winning essays and poems were written by Troy Russell, Kristina Bottone, Toni
Teller, Courtney Easterday, Matthew Little, Nicole Disch, Alexis Alba, Michael Dezmin,
Johnathan Cursi, Matthew Moates, David and Patrick Landy, Monea Nash, Ivonn
Martinez and Kristen Partesi. Congratulations to all the winners.

Mother’s Day
Writing
Contest

Many of the elementary school students wrote creative, fun entvies to
tell why their mom, grandmothers or even aunt ave special to them. A
[few of the entries ave femtured below.

Recipe for a Nice Mom
100 cups of silliness 49 teaspoons of hugs
2000 cups of love 6 cups of bravery
1/4 teaspoon of anger
Mix all the ingredients into some skin. Then run in the park with her. This is
my mom. I love her. — Daniel Landy, Sacred Heart School.

Mother’s Day

My Aunt is special in every way. I know she cares for me, for she took me in.
She helps me with my problems in life and helped me become as smart as Tam.
She always has explanations for everything I ask. She explains everything as
much as she can.

Ass for amazing in everyway

U is for understanding

N is for never giving up

T is for a terrific childhood you made for me i ia

O

When you put it together, it spells aunt, the one who always cared. You gave Debra Cursi with son, Jonathan.
me shelter (chores of not). Here is my way of saying thank you, though you
deserve more. I hope you enjoy this letter and treasure it. Thank you once
more.—Courtney Easterdmy, Riley School’

Why My Mom Is So Special

My mom is 50 special because she’s always willing to listen to me no matter
how busy or angry she is. Even when she comes home from a tiring day at
work, she’ll sit down and talk to me. She is always giving advice to me when-
ever I need it. When I’'m feeling down or in the blues, she’ll brighten my mood
with a joke, funny story or girl to girl talk. We may even spend a mom and
daughter day together. She supports everything I do. For any sports or events
I’'m in, she’s there in the crowd cheering me on. I could just hear her cheerful
voice shouting, “Go, Monea, Go. You can do it, don’t give up,” which encour-
aged me to keep going and never give up.

During cheerleading, she supports me all the way. She helps me prepare myself
for my competition by making sure my arms, flips, body and face expressions

: _ were perfect to help me get better. My mom always taught me to pursue my 2 : aid | .

David and Patrick Landy accepted roses for dreams, believe in myself and never give up. She also taught me that when Maria Partesi, daughter Kristen wrote the
mom, Patricia. you’re lost or afraid, look to God. Tll always remember that. Once all home- winningiessay.

work is done, she’ll turn on the stereo, begin singing, and asks me to join in
with her. She may even get up and start dancing. Even at the banquet she got
up and started dancing. She loves to have fun and see me have fun also. If 1 get
a bad grade on my test, she tells me that she believes I can do better and helps
prepare me for the next test. No matter how mad she may get, she’ll tell me to
keep trying. My relationship with my mother is like best friends, although
more than that. If she needs someone to talk to, she knows she can depend on
me to listen like T can depend on her.

My mom and I get along very well and enjoy each memorable moment that
we spend together. I don’t care how old I get, I'm never too old to spend time
with my mom. She’s never too old and I'm never too old to hang out with her
either. We can be any age but we’ll still love each other. The main reason that
makes my mom so special is that no matter how angry, busy; or tired she is, she
always has the time to say, “Monea, I love you,” and Pll always love her too, no
matter what course life takes us on.— Monea, Grade 8, Sacred Heart School

Marion Nash with daughter, Monea

Susan Dezmin with son, Michael.
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A NiIght in Hollywood==The Junior Ball==May 4, 2001

Continued from page 1

white canopy they were applauded by fans that
looked suspiciously like teachers; Ms. Joffee,
Mrs. Baker, Mrs. Naso as well as others.

Once through the doors, the transformation
continued. Gone was the bright orange locker-
laden hallway. Instead walls covered with gold
paper picked up the trail of the red carpet. Bal-
loons floated along the ceiling and movie post-
ers were scattered everywhere. Guests were
greeted by Principal Tony Massaro and Assis-
tant Principals Dr. Ken May and Helen Gottlieb.
Smiles, greetings and camera flashes began in
the hall and continued into what was once the
gym.

Wide open doors framed by a white trellis
led the way into the dimly lit room. The tables
were set for the formal affair, with a small Os-
car-type award marking each place. Diaphanous
material draped from the ropes formed a low
ceiling and created a more intimate atmosphere.
Golden walls surrounded the room leaving no
trace of the gym. Soft lights hung high above
lit the room along with many strings of tiny
white lights. The famous “HOLLYWOOD?”
sign filled the back wall. Powerful fans kept the
warm night air circulating. Music was provided
by DJ Chet Bogata. The dance floor filled,
slowly but steadily. The music was eclectic; fast
and slow; old and new and offered something
for everyone. Hot hord’oeurvres were served
before guests enjoyed the buffet dinner. Tables
filled with soft drinks and cold water sat along
opposite walls and offered refreshment to thirsty
dancers. Chaperones dressed for the occasion
mingled with the young guests. On more than
one occasion they were ‘caught” having as much
fun as the guests.

Junior class officers, President Billic Jean
Sarullo, Vice President Gina Durso, Secretary,
Brielle Anderson and Treasurer, Michelle Socha
presented awards such as Best Actor and Ac-
tress as well as honoring their advisors and pre-
senting them with flowers. Billie Jean said, “Mrs.
Marcocci and Mr. Diehl are the nicest most hard
working teachers I have ever met. We couldn’t
have done this without their help!” Guests of
the Junior Class ranged from SPHS freshman
and graduates to out-of-town dates. The theme
song “That’s What Friends Ave For” was the per-
fect touch and was exemplified by the camara-
deric of all who attended.

The evening came to an end as the guests,
clutching their programs and Oscars, reluctantly
made their way out the doors. Parents pecked
in, astonished by what they saw. Assistant Prin-
cipal Dr. Ken May said, “Every time I think I
have seen the best from our students, something
like this comes along and exceeds all the expec-
tations I previously had. Itis very rewarding to
be a part of a culture that produces such results.”

While some students headed home, others
made the traditional trek to the shore. Many of
the students returned the next day to restore
the gym and hallway to normal. Principal Tony
Massaro said, “The prom was one of the most
wholesome things I have seen occur at the high
school since T have been here. It was great to
see so many students take ownership in such a
project. It again showed that together—stu-
dents, parents, teachers—we can make a differ-
ence!”

Last Junior Prom Held 33 Yéars

Junior Class Advisor Bob Dichl had this to say about the Class of 2002 prom, “It was
extremely successful on many levels. Not only was the evening itself wonderful. The prepa-
ration was a major inclusive effort where kids of all interests and backgrounds worked to-
gether to bring about this historic landmark event.” The event is even more historic than he
knows. It is the first prom held in the ‘new” high school. The ‘new” is still added by anyone
who attended the ‘old” SPHS, now the Middle School.

It has been 33 years since the last Junior prom was held at SPHS. The theme was
CAMELOT and it was held on May 20, 1968.

Bob Cobb, a 1969 graduate remembers the formal and the work that went into creating
it. “We converted the gym into Camelot complete with a drawbridge. It took lots paper
mache and paint, and some creative technique. We covered the entire interior of the gym
until it looked like the inside of the castle at Camelot. It was very impressive.” He reminisced
about the evening, “I took a girl from NPHS to the prom and double dated with Mickey
Newman and Valerie Evans.”

They only held two dances in the gym each year. One was the sock hop, because the gym
floor was sacred, po shoes allowed, and the other was the Jr. prom. We all thought, ‘how
nice can it be, in the gym, with the folding wall and the bleachers. Not to mention the
basketball hoops.’ The first indication that this just might be something special, was walking
across the drawbridge. When we stepped into the gym, it was gone! The walls were gray
stone, and you really felt like you were in a castle of old, the transformation was complete!”

On May 20, 1967, the class of 1968 held their Junior prom. The theme was SHALIMAR
and the Taj Mahal was looming in the distance. The first class to have their Junior prom
outside of the school was the class of 1970 when they held their Junior Prom on May 29,
1969 at the Royal Oaks in Edison.
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FONTANA SUSHI held their g>rand opening last Friday. Mayor Dan Gallagher w:

as their ut ribbon ong

with owner, Gary, Tommy, Dennis and John and many of their friends. The new restaurant located at 3600

Park Ave, next to Hone Kong Foods.

Roosevelt Drama Club Performs Pirates & the Princess

|

Roosevelt School played host to a
band of fiercely funny pirates. The
high seas hooligans were none other
than 14 members from the Roosevelt
School Drama Club, who presented
The Pirates & the Princess, which was
written and directed by the Observer’s
Patricia Abbott. The show called for
at least three male performers, but
only two boys auditioned. Student di-
rector Chris Abbott came to the res-
cue by assuming the role of Morris
the Pirate.

Two weeks before the show, one of
the two remaining boys dropped out

Copy deadline for the Observer
is Monday, 5 p.m. for the
following Friday’s publication.

Please mail, fax or email your
copy, (preferably typed in upper
and lower case and double
spaced). Send to South Plainfield
Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd.
Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ
07080. Fax to (908) 668-8819,
email us on our web page at
spobserver.com.

and student assistant dircctor stepped
forward to fill the role. Eighth grader
Katie Mott portrayed the King and
Roger the Pirate. As a surprise for the
cast and audience, Heather Crisitello,
also in eighth grade, filled the role of
the Pirate captain’s fearsome mother.

The story began with the never-
ending demands and complaints of
Princess Missy, played by drama club
veteran, Pauline Eskander. The Prin-
cess has an attitude and frightens the
staff and servants at an alarming rate.
The King and Queen, played by Katie
Mortt and Ashleigh Gray, are at their
wits end, trying to marty off their dif-
ficult daughter. Enter Omar Rod-
riguez, the last Prince on their exten-
sive list of suitors. He informs her
parents, “No amount of gold or silver
could entice me to marry her!” Little
do they know that the answer to their
problems awaits on a nearby pirate
ship which is captained by the most
notorious pirate in the world, The Big
K, played by Diana Nasar, a four year
veteran of the drama club.

The curtain opens to breakfast
served by Cookie the cook, and Rosie

ROBERT T. STARK, M.D.

Board Certified OB/GYN

anmounces the opening
’  of his new office
1 ' in the Edison Area.

» Obstetrics

* G;gneco{og;g

o Infertility

* Menopanse
Counseling

Euvening
Appointments

Awailable

79 Lincoln Higbwa;g
Edison, NJ 08820

732-006-2.233
www.drstarkyourmd.com &
St. Peter’s
University
Hospital

Participating with
Major Medical Plans

Affiliated
With
JFK Medi-
cal Center

the wench, played by Jackie Laverne.
The floating bandits enjoy a game of
cards that ends in the mandatory
brawl. The melee is broken up by
Morris, who issues orders for the day.
Pirate Sal the Slob, played by Allison
Huffsmith, tests the plank and pirate
Barney the Bumbler rants about hav-
ing to swab the deck. The role of
Barney was shared by Lauren Ciari
and Tiffany Hunter. The Big K kid-
naps the princess, much to the delight
of the king and queen, who refuse to
pay the ransom. This move ensures
the royal family of some peace and
quiet. The pirates, stuck with the prin-
cess, find themselves catering to her
every whim until the Big K decides to
put her to work. When she refuses to
cooperate Morris cures her attitude by
dumping her lunch over her head. The
laughs continue as she is taught to
clean the latrine, the galley, wash
dishes and clothes, and test the plank.
Morris notices her hard work and
commends her and she is allowed to
try to open the captain’s newest trea-
sure chest. The show winds down as
Missy marries Morris and keeps the
pirates hard at work. In a surprise
ending, the arrival of the Big K’s
mother turns the fearless Big K into
a blubbering baby. The students gave
two performances; one for the school
and a later show for parents.

Director Patricia Abbott said,
“The talented cast worked hard to put
the show together, despite many de-
lays. T am very proud of them!” The
show presented many challenges for
Abbott, her staff and the cast. “We
teach basic theater skills as we go
along and stress that each cast mem-
ber is important, no matter how many
lines they have. We work with basic
sets, props and costumes. With no real
stage, we had to improvise a lot. This
is hard enough for experienced per-
formers, yet the kids came through.
This show would not have been pos-
sible without the help of the middle
and high school students. They truly
enjoy sharing their theater knowledge
with these younger students.”

Capital

Phil Aiello, Jr.,

Senior Financial Advisor

e —————

<\
Funding CAPITAL 'fFUNDlNG
Licensed Mortgage Bankers

Let CAPITAL FUNDING—HOME LOANS

With Over 25 years Experience
Help You Decide if Refinancing Can Save You Money

= Lower your monthly payment;
» Reduce your loan term to save thousands in interest;
. » Take cash out of the equity of your home to pay costly credit card
bills, home improvements, college or retirement planning;
* Move from adjustable rate to fixed rate mortgage to eliminate rate risk.

* DEBT CONSOLIDATION * MORTGAGE * FREE EVALUATION
Answers To Your Credit Problems!

1-908-753 1958

CE Students

Receive $1

American Legion Scholarship

The South Plainficld American
Legion Chaumont Post 243 has cre-
ated an ongoing partnership with the
South Plainfield High School Coop-
crative Education Program.

The American Legion initiated a
scholarship fund and essay competi-
tion to honor CE students excelling
in both academics and on-the-job
training during their senior year. A
highly competitive competition was
held by Legion members which con-
sidered a student’s resume, recom-
mendations, and community service

activities. Commander Donald “Doc”
Austin, Finance Officer John
Blanchard, Vice Commander Lou
DeFillipo and Adjutant Richard
Magri announced two $1,000 winners
for 2001. They are Marilyn Millard,
daughter of Pat Milliard of Kosciusko
Ave., who will attend Middlesex
County College to major in commu-
nications; and Shannon Regan (pic-
tured above), daughter of Paul Regan
and Rosemary Lewczak of Ten Eyck
Street, who will attend Kean Univer-

sity to major in deaf education.

From the South Plainfield Library

Bookmarks

By Kenneth Morgan

Here’s the latest news from the
South Plainfield Library:

Starting off with our children’s pro-
grams, at this writing there are still
open spaces for today’s Kidcraft pro-
gram at 4 PM. It’s for children age 6
and over; we'll provide all the craft
materials. Call us at (908) 754-7885
to reserve a spot. And, next week, we'll
follow our usual schedule of Storytime
programs. They’re held on Tuesday
morning at 10:30, Wednesday
evening at 6:30 and Thursday after-
noon at 1:15; each program lasts
aboutan hour. Storytimes are for chil-
dren ages three and over; no pre-reg-
istration is required. If you'd like more
information, check with Children’s Li-
brarian Linda Hansen. We’ll be
open regular hours (1:30-5 PM) on
Sunday next week. This will be the last
Sunday opening of the scason; Sun-
day hours will return in September.

We'll be hosting a special program
on Tuesday night at 7:00. It’s an in-
troduction to “Portrait of a Century:
A Photographic Retrospective of
New Jersey”, the new exhibition at
the Cornelius Low House Museum
in nearby Piscataway: Presented by the
Friends of the Library, the presenta-
don will be hosted by Hillary Murtha,
Curator of Exhibitions at the Mu-
scum. The program will include a slide
presentation and a question and an-
swer session. You don’t need to regis-
ter in advance; refreshments will be
served. If youd like more information,

Home
Loans

check with Natalie Bergen at (908)
756-8679.

Speaking of the Friends of the Li-
brary; there are still some items left
over from the Friends’ Book Sale ear-
lier this month. You'll find a pretty
good variety of hardcover books, pa-
perbacks, audiocassettes and videos in
the sale area. Prices are as marked; feel
free to stop in and take advantage of
all the bargains. We've scheduled our
next class in how to use our Public
Access Computer (PAC) terminals for
Tuesday morning, May 29%, at 10:00.
Space is limited for the class, so you
must sign up in advance. If you’d like
more information, call us and ask for
Marcia Lubansky. Last week, we
printed an explanation of how our
Internet permission forms work. This
week, we'll look at the bottom sec-
tion of that form, dealing with A/V
items. Unlike the Internet form, the
A/V only applies to minors. In recog-
nition of the fact that many parents
prefer to carefully monitor what kind
of A/V item their child borrows, the
form is intended to specifically address
the unrestricted borrowing of those
items by children. By signing the
form, a parent is giving the Library
permission to loanany A/V items (in-
cluding R-rated videos) to their child
without restriction or supervision. If
the parent would prefer not to allow
this, they merely decline from sign-
ing the form; that way, we’ll only loan
A/V items to their child if a respon-
sible adult is present. And, if'a parent
wishes to change their child’s status
(cither by removing or restoring the
restriction), they are free to do so at
any time. Again, if you have any ques-
tions about this, feel free to ask. We'll
wrap it up there for this week. See you
next Friday for more.

Specialty Gift Baskets

Gourmet coffee, tea, popcorn,
crackers and cheeses.

ol 4

Flowers & Fancy Foods

ReR248%

2325 Plainfield Ave.
So. Plainfield, NJ (908) 561-2808
Corporate Accounts Welcome.
Major Credit Cards




.10 -

. South Plainfield Observer -

May 18, 2001

Sports

Typhobns Win One For Their Moms

The Boys Ull Typhoons soccer
team took another step towards their
second straight flight championship
and an undefeated season by com-
pletely dominating the Millburn
Comets 7-1 on Mother’s Day.

The scoring started early as Pat
Fabino’s son Brian scored off of a de-
flected shot by Cathy Pompilio’s son
Danny and a 1-0 lead. Nancy O’Shea’s
son Brendan then scored two in a row,
one on a breakaway through the cen-
ter of the defense and the other off a

_nice pass from Fabino. Following a
penalty kick goal for the Comets,
O’Shea and Terri Christ’s son John
teamed up for a picture perfect cross
and score by Christ for a 4-1 halftime
edge.

The second half continued as the
first did with O’Shea completing his
hat trick as he and Fabino combined
for the team’s fifth score. Carol Ullom
gor a treat next when her son Bran-
don scored his first goal of the year
followed by the final goal of the day
by Fabino. While Roseanne Coppi’s
son Grey played an excellent first half
in the goal for the Typhoons, he as-
sisted on the last two goals, one with
the help of Karen Licato’s hustling son
J.R.

Once again this game displayed the
talents of the entire team, excellent

speed and ball handling by Sherry
Marcoux’s son Jonathan, Diane
Polizzano’s son John and Donna
Helgesen’s son Matt kept the offen-
sive pressure constant. While Lynn
Pennisi’s son Chris did double duty
by playing fullback in the first half and
goalic in the second, Cindy Watts’ son
Greg and Joyce Heckel’s son Keith
were solid on defense shutting out
Millburn in the second half.

The Typhoons will take to the field
again this Sunday in Piscataway at
11:30 a.m. with their perfect 8-0
record on the line.

Typhoons Whip

The Wildcats

Last week the Typhoons improved
to 7-0, as they decisively beat the sec-
ond place West Orange Wildcats 6-2
and extended their unbeaten streak to
eleven dating back to last fall.

The Typhoons took control early by
scoring three times within the first five
minutes of the game. Brendan O’Shea
started by splitting the defense on an
unassisted break away and beating the
goalie for a 1-0 lead. David Alston
followed that up with an unassisted
goal of his own, as he put the ball high
up into the net for score number two.
And almost before you could blink,
John Christ took a pass down the left

wing from O’Shea and placed it just
out of reach and a commanding 3-0
lead.

Burt as good teams do, the Wild-
cats were not going to go down with-
out a fight. They toughened up their
defense and moved the ball effectively
as they closed out the first half with
two late goals and a reminder that they
too are a defending flight champion
and the battle was far from over.

However, Coaches Pennisi and
Heckel were able to refocus the team
for the second half and when Jonathan
Marcoux maneuvered around his de-
fender on the left baseline and scored
his second goal of the year, the mo-
menrum clearly shifted back to South
Plainfield. Eric Rovayo and O’Shea
would add insurance goals to push the
score to 6-2, where it would stand as
the final.

Goalie Grey Coppi once again pro-
vided a stellar performance as did the
rest of the defense, including JR
Licato, Greg Watts, Keith Heckel and
Chris Pennisi, stopping a number of
scoring threats throughout the game.
Brian Fabino, John Polizzano, Matt
Helgesen, Dan Pompilio and Steven
Guevara played exceptional games on
the artack and their speed and ball han-
dling contributed mightily in the vic-
tory. —Submitted by Jeff Marcous

Blaze U-12 Overpowers Wildcats 4-Nil

The South Plainfield Blaze U-12
girls traveling soccer team continues

to crush the competition in a home
game win this past Sunday. A 4-nil win

Popular Sport

South Plainfield Soccer Club announ

both boys and girls teams.

plfdsoccer.com.

Be A Part of the Most

In association with MNJYSA, NJYSA, US Youth Soccer and FIFA, the
2001-2002 season. Tryouts will be held on May 21-26, for ages 8-14, for

For complete details, visit the tryout section of www.soplfdsoc-
cerclub.com or call Pete Kelly at (908) 226-0387 or email tryouts@so-

Location for tryouts are South Plainfield High School Field, at the
end of Lake St. Dates and times are as follows:

in the World

ces tryouts for the Fall and Spring

U-Age Born Between First Day Second Day

U-8 8/1/93-7/31/95 May 22-6-8:30 p.m. May 24-6-8:30 p.m.
U-9 8/1/92-7/31/93 May 22-6-8:30 p.m. May 24-6-8:30 p.m.
U-10  8/1/91-7/31/92 May 22-6-8:30 p.m. May 24-6-8:30 p.m.
U-11  8/1/90-7/31/91 May 22-6-8:30 p.m.  May 24-6-8:30 p.m.
U-12  8/1/89-7/31/90 May 21-6-8:30 p.m. May 23-6-8:30 p.m.
U-13  8/1/88-7/31/89 May 21-6-8:30 p.m. May 23-6-8:30 p.m.
U-14  8/1/87-7/31/88 May 26-8-10 a.m.

7
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Featuri

= Free Delivery

« We Accept Most Major Medical Plans

* Hospice Care & Home Healthcare Needs
« Diabetic Counseling & Supplies

* Hallmark Cards and Gifts

Twin City

Pharmacy
755-7696

1708 Park Ave., South Plainfield (Next to ACME)

VITAMINS &
MINERAL SUPPLEMENTS

Today’s modern pharmacy with old fashioned values

« Direct medicare billing for medical goods and equipment.

ng Solgar and Hudson

vs. New Providence Wildcats puts our
record at a very impressive 7-0-1 and
all alone in first place.

Assluggish first half for Blaze chal-
lenged our defense allowing our
keeper, Becky Keller to show off her
talents with some spectacular saves.
Sweeper Elizabeth Flannery, stopper
Jackie Miller, fullbacks left side Jenna
DelLillo and on the right Megan Boyle
also displayed their talent and at the
same time produced our fourth shut
outof the season. The link to our scor-
ing came from the strong play and
110% effort from our midfielders
Lauren Fry, Ashley Little, Joy
Maszczak, Dorian Bishop and Katelyn
Conrad. Six minutes into the second
half Blaze broke loose. In as left for-
ward, Denise Lopez did a great job
keeping the defense off balanced with
threatening breakaways just missing
the posts. While in the 41st minute
and on a nice feeding pass from Joy
Maszczak, center midfielder Jennifer
Copeland rolled in a shot for our first
score.

Four minutes later and in the 45th
minute, Jenna DeLillo sent off a well
placed pass up the middle to right for-
ward Kate Hardy who put the ball into
the back of the net. The third strike
for Blaze happened in the 56th minute
when on a breakaway Kate Hardy
punched in a nice shot. Beating her
defender and putting the game out of
reach in the 62nd minute, Megan
Boyle blasted in a rocket from the
eighteen. Final score Blaze 4 Wildcats
0. Fantastic job girls! Visit the South
Plainfield Soccer Club web site at
www.soplfdsoccerclub.com.

Submitted by Coach Hardy

Pontail Parents
Announce Website

Ponytail Parents’ Association is
pl(,aSLd to announce that you can now
visit Ponytail Softball online anytime
at our website...SPPONYTAIL.com.
You will find the latest news/events,
team rosters/schedules, game high-
lights/pictures and information.

GYMNASTICS

Tim Goetz
Places at

- Collegiate

Gymnastics
Nationals

Tim Goetz of South Plainfield, at-
tends Springfield College in Spring-
field, Mass., where he is a freshman
majoring in psychology. Tim is a
member of Springfield’s men’s gym-
nastic team, competing in the All-
Around division.

Goetz qualified and competed in
the NCAA Gyminastic Nationals held
at the University of Ohio, from April
5-7. One week later, he competed in
the USA Gymnastics Collegiate Na-
tional Championships at UC Davis in
Sacramento, CA. He placed fourth on
hi-bar, with a score of 8.150.

Goetz received the Eastern College
Athletic Conference “Rookie of the
Week” award for competitions
through February 13. He is coached
by Dr. Stephen Posner.

Goetz graduated last June from
South Plainfield High School and re-
ceived his gymnastics training at
Feigley’s School of Gymnastics. He
was coached by Ben Dungee.

Rebels Roller Hockey

Today marks an impeccable day in
history. The New Jersey Rebels have
their first win of the new season in a
stunning 5-3 victory over the favored
Grizzlies. Game time was 8 p.m. on
Monday night and the anticipation
was extremely high going into the
game. Through four years of roller
hockey at the Inman Sports Complex,
the rebels finally came through and
defeated one of thier oldest rivals in a
classic show of pure heart and deter-
mination. The veteran Assist. Capt.
Ryan Benward, opened the scoring
quick with a wrist shot from the slot,
that blew by the Grizzlics big goal ten-
der. Benward has shown great leader
ship and his skating abilities are far be-
yond control of anyone in the league.

Rookie Matt answered the call next
for the Rebels, with a stunning goal
that put the team up 2-0 in the first.
Matt is probably one of the two best
acquisitions in the off-season for the
Rebels. Unfortunately the glamour
must come to an end in all events.

The Grizzlies struck twice to tie the
score, ending the first period dead-
locked. Captain Scott Maleck’s stel-
lar defensive play, along side Chris
made up for a tough defensive game
by the Rebels. The score remained the
same almost throughout the second
period when another great goal by the
rookie Mat,t was added to the Rebels
scorecard. With the grizzlies pressur-
ing, a penalty was unavoidable for the
veteran defensman Chris. However,
outstanding backchecking by Rebel’s
torwards, Pete, Stephen, Tommy,
Ryan, Matt and Andy secured one of
the best penalty kills of the year. At
the end of the second, the Grizzlics
look to score on an open net, when
the all-impressive Robbie Perhach,
dove and blocked the tying goal and
preserved the Rebels lead. Robbie
Perhach had a strong defensive game
and his stickhandling was very impres-
sive.

With an inspirational pep-talk by
the Captain and star defenseman Per-
hach, the Rebels stepped out on the

rink with a 3-2 lead going into the
third. A smart play by Perhach, hit-
ting Ryan with a ESPN highlight pass
over the blue line, turned into three
quick passes and a goal for the Rebels
bringing the score to 4-2.

A fluke goal through the five-hole
brought the Grizzlies to back within
one. The net minder for the Rebels,
Luke (the Duke) Tigue, definitely had
his A game on this night. With over
25 saves and most of them Mike Rich-
ter like, kept the Rebels in the lead 4-
3 late in the third.

Another penalty by Chris for inter-
ference was offset by a Grizzly pen-
alty and left a 4-4 situation with plenty
of court for Hollywood type action.
Playing a defensive third, the Rebels
got a chance when Stephen Perhach,
who was drafted in the off-season by
the Rebels, took charge and was
headed down on a break-a-way.
Stephen with quick thinking and ev-
eryone watching, faked the backhand
and blew a wrist shot high glove side
to score the game clinching goal. And
folks, if you ever want to see some-
one make it look easy, come check out
the Russian Rocket Stephen Perhach.

With only two minutes left to play,
the Grizzlies took a penalty and the
game was over. Rebels won 5-3.
Come check out the Rebels next week
at 9 p.m. at the Inman Avenue Sport
Club. Well for the Rebels Reporter
and this week, I bid you farewell, un-
til next week, LET’S GO REBELS!—
Submitted by Robert Perbach

Copy deadline for the Observer
is Monday, 5 p.m. for the
following Friday’s publication.

Please mail, fax or email your
copy, (preferably typed in upper
and lower case and double
spaced). Send to South Plainfield
Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd.
Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ
07080. Fax to (908) 668-8819,
email us on our web page at
spobserver.com.
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uniorbaseballclubnotes

VELING ALL STAR MANGERS SELECTED—This years All Star
managers have been selected for the following age groups. Representing the
8-year-olds is Chris Hubner, the 9-year-olds is Larry Hughes, the 10-ycar-
olds is Dominic Papa, the 11-year-olds is Kurt Ullom, the 12-year-olds is John
Stallone, the 13-year-olds-(To date-No manager),14- and 15-year-olds is Dave
Spayder. Congratulations to each of you and good huck to each of you and
your teams. This year for the 1st time ever, the SPTBC will be affiliated with
Babe Ruth Baseball which will provide many of the age groups the opportu-
nity of regional, state and national competition. All Star tryouts and parent
meetings for each age group have been scheduled. Please sec our community
bulletin board at the clubhouse for more details or feel free to contact the club
for additional information.

EXECUTIVE BOARD / TRUSTEES ELECTIONS—As discussed at
our monthly meeting this past Monday (and at previous meetings), our an-
nual elections will be held at the next Monthly meeting scheduled for Monday
June 4th. Any interested club member should submit their namie and position
of interest to me by the mid-month meeting scheduled for Monday, May 21.

SNACK STAND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED—We are still looking for
two Snack Stand captains for Saturday and Sunday nights. In addition we
need volunteers and captains for our annual July All-Star Tournament that we
hold at the chub. The Snack Stand is very important to the club and raises a lot
of income for us. Our goal is to put out a consistent food product and serve
our baseball community with an inexpensive but enjoyable food experience.
Please see Tom or Sally Curtis for details or contact any Board Member for
information.

WORK DETAIL - THIS SATURDAY & SUNDAY—Our standard
scheduled weekend work details start at 7am on Saturdays and 9am on Sun-
days. Where very close to finishing several pre-season projects and need vol-
unteers to finish them. If you have an hour or two, please come by either day:
SOMERSET PATRIOT TICKETS ON SALE THROUGH TODAY—
Today is the last day for tickets for our annual trip to the Somerset Patriots.
This years game, set for Friday, June 8 is against the Newark Bears. Former
Yankee great and Seton Hall Alumni, Rick Cerone is the owner. The team
features Jose and Ozzie Canseco along with recently signed exYankee Jim
Leyritz. Tickets are reasonably priced at $8.00 a piece. Come share in a great
time with your friends and family. Contact John Rayho at 908-754-8904 to
purchase tickets or pick up a form at the SPJBC clubhouse.

CASINO NIGHT - THIS SATURDAY—Let the good times roll. This
Saturday night we will be holding our annual ‘Casino Night’ at the local VEW.
Ifyou have not paid please do so by contacting the Women Auxiliary ASAP
and/or Stacy Lake to make payment.

SATURDAY - MAY 26 - COACHes CARE FOUNDATION -SOFT-
BALL FUND-RAISER—The SPJBC has established a ‘Coaches Offering
Assistance for Children’s Health’ (COACHes Care) Foundation. On May 26,
the Coaches will be playing softball continuously for 12 hours , to help raise
money for the Childrer’s fund for the JEK Medical Center. In addition, there
will be a Chinese auction and an authentic NASCAR Ward Burton #22 Cat-
erpillar Simulator. For a cost of $250 teams can play for 1% hours against the
coaches on the Small Fry B Field. There are a few spots available, interested
teams can contact Tom McCreesh @ 755-8468. Letters have been sent out
to local businesses and we hope that the community will rally around this
most worthy cause. Log on to our website http://members.aol.com/spjbc/
spjbc.html for information.

UPCOMING EVENTS / IMPORTANT DATES
May 19th - Casino Night -(SOLD OUT) All tickets have been sold. Price of
$45 per person-includes Open Bar, Buffet Dinner, Entertainment along with
$500 of play money - Contact Stacy Lake to make payment at 757-9531
May 21st - Bi-Monthly General Membership Meeting (8:30pm @ the SPJBC
Clubhouse)
My 26th-Coaches Care Softball Fund-raiser - all day fund-raiser @ the SPJBC.
Start ime 9am. i
May 27th & 28th - SPJTBC Complex Closed - Memorial Day
June 3rd - All Star Sunday
June 3rd - Raffle Drawing
June 4th - June monthly meeting @ 8:30pm. Executive Board and Trustees
elections.
June 8th - Tickets are on now on sale for our Annual Somerset Patriot” trip.
Contact John Rayho @ 754-8904 to purchase tickets.

Physical Therapy Center
of South Plainfield

 Orthopedic Rehabilitation « TMJ
* Back & Neck Pain

* Most Insurance Plans Welcome
* Most HMO’s / PPO’s Accepted
* Medicare Approved

Serving Union And Middlesex Counties For Over 15 Years
Lynne Glasser-Sward P.T. Lic# QA02309

(908)668-1951

1110 Hamilton Blvd. ¢ South Plainfield

HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL

Chris Strani
Pitches Perfect
Game For Girls
HS Softball

The Lady Tigers Softball Team’s
record currently stands at 18-2. The
Tigers have won all of their last three

cs.

Last Wednesday, May 9, they im-
proved their record to 16-2, de-
feating Old Bridge by a score of 2-
0. Christine Strani pitched a perfect
game, with 21 batters up and 21
batters down. Jessa Jones, Kelly
Eustice and Shannon Bishop were
all 1 for 2, as well as Chiara Tomet,
who was 1 for 2, with an RBL.

On Thursday, May 10, South
Plainfield beat Sayreville 2-1 and
raised their record to 17-2. Chris-
tine Strani was 2 for 3 with an RBI
and Kelly Eustice came through
with one RBI.

The Tigers crushed North
Brunswick on Saturday, May 12 by
a score of 6-0. Danielle Schweers
went 3 for 4 with an RBI, and
Meaghan Schweers was 2 for 2 with
an RBI as well.

The GMC County Tournament
begins this weekend, May 19, at
South Plainfield.

—. PoONYiail Softbail
' Batters BoOX

By Sharon Miller

Appreciation Day on Saturday, May 19th
The recreation Appreciation Day softball game
will be held at 4 p.m. on May 19 at the Pitt Street
\ Park Complex. Coaches will be selecting five play-
o /@ ers from their team to participate in this game. The
S girls’ selected will then be divided into two teams for the
Appreciation Day game. Please join us on Saturday for this
ing softball game.

Ponytail Softball Association Meeting on May 22

The South Plainfield Parents’ Ponytail Association will hold their next meet-
ing.on Tuesday, May 22 at 8 pm. in the So. Plainfield Middle School library. If
you are interested in becoming a member and being involved in girl’s Ponytail
softball, please join us on May 22. New members are always welcomed.

Pool Party on June 8

The Ponytail Parents’ Association will be sponsoring an end of season pool
party. This event is open to all Recreation Ponyrtail softball players so please
join us on June 8, at the South Plainfield Community pool. In the event of
rain, the end of season party will be held indoors at the PAL Rec Center.

excit-

All-Star Tag Day —June 9

All-Star tag day will take place on Saturday, June 9. It is a mandatory require-
ment that every All-Star player participate in two tag days. The tagging re-
quirement can be fulfilled by participating in any two of the four tag days. Ifa
player is unable to tag on June 9, they will be permitted to tag during any
two of the three recreation tag days.

Time Changes for May 19 Games

Due to the Appreciation Day softball game, the times for all of the regularly
scheduled Ponytail softball games for Saturday, May 19 have been revised.
The 9:30 a.m. game has been changed to 9 a.m., the 11:45 a.m. game will be
played at 11 a.m. and the 2 p.m. game will be held at I p.m. All games will be
played at the Pitt Street Park Complex.

Jr. Baseball Club Helps JFK Medical Center Children

On Saturday May 26th, the South
Plainfield Junior Baseball Club is
holding a softball marathon to help
the newly formed Children’s Fund at
JEK Medical Center. The club has
formed C.0.A.C.H.es Care (Coaches
Offering Assistance for Children’s
Health), and they will play twelve
hours of softball between 9:00 a.m
and 9:00 p.m. In conjunction with
the softball being played, people will

have an opportunity to ride in the
Ward Burton #22 Caterpillar
NASCAR simulator.

There will also be a Chinese Auc-
tion with various prizes being raftled
off. Some of the prizes gathered to
date are a Reggie Jackson
autographed ball and picture, 2 Phil
Rizzuto atitographed balls, Christina
Applegate autographed Just Visiting
promo poster, Jonathon Schaech

autographed The Forsaken Poster and
Tshirt, a Ward Burton Autographed
NASCAR poster, a cellular phone,
and many other prizes.

Also the club is selling COACHES
CARE Tshirts which can be pur-
chased prior to the event by contact-
ing Tom McCreesh. The Snack
Stand will be open all day and every-
one is invited down to share in this
special day
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dapanese Gutture Dag Celebrated ot the Middle School

Mrs. Cocco’s class performed a puppet show.

The Middle School celebrated Japa-
nese culture making many Japanese
decorations, guest speakers and art-
work. Here are just a few of the things
the classes did to celebrate.

Puppet Show

Mrs. Cocco’s class performcd a
puppet show based on the folktale
“Isun Boshi, The One Inch Lad” writ-
ten by the Japanese writer Yoshido
Uchida. Mrs. Cocco rewrote the story
into a play. Each student was given the
opportunity to be a narrator, charac-
ter, or biographer. It was fun to take
time out of class to show expression
and to learn about another culture. As
they learned it didn’t seem at all like
schoolwork. For two weeks they
worked in groups to pick parts. Ev-
erybody that had the same part prac-
ticed together. They presented the play
to Mrs. Savage and the art class that
made the puppets. We thank Mrs.
Kardos and her class for making those
great puppets. We also thank Dominic

Sobers, our cameraman.

Japanese Noh Plays

Ms. Scarpulla’s Language Arts
Classes got actual experience in per-
forming traditional Japanese drama in
the classroom. Students first read
about the Noh play, which is one of
the world’s oldest forms of drama. The
actors wear long colorful robes and
masks that represent a variety of char-
acters and moods. The stage is simply
decorated with a backdrop of pine
trees. The plays combine human emo-
ton with simple movement, a wind
instrument and percussion.

Ms. Scarpulla then presented four
Noh plays she had written to imitate
the traditional themes: jealousy, anger,
triendship and true love. The plays
were written in poetic language, which

went along with the current class unit-

on poetry. The classes divided into
groups, rehearsed the plays, and per-
formed them in class. The plays were
accompanied by chimes and were vid-
cotaped. The background of three pine

trees was painted by art teacher, Gail
Merlo. The hand chimes were loaned
to the class by music teacher, Andy
Veiss. The costumes and masks, as
well as the inspiration for the the-
ater arts experience, was provided by
assistant principal, Phyllis Savage,
who recently visited Japan on an
educational workshop.

Writing Japanese Haikus

Mrs. Sampson and Mirs.
Sausville’s Language Arts classes
studied how to write Japanese
haikus. Toni Maiorino made the
Japanese covers for the booklets of
hatkus. Japanese books used to be
read from the back to the front, ac-
cordion style.

Japanese Paper Dolls

Mrs. Merlo’s art classes made pa-
per Japanese dolls and displayed
them outside in the hall. They also
painted the backgrounds for the
Noh plays performed by Ms.
Scarpulla’s classes and the puppet
shows performed by Mrs. Cocco,
Mrs. Snee, and Mrs. Smith’s classes.

Mr. Rotunda Japanese Prints

One never knows what teachers
know about besides what they teach.
Well, Mr. Rotunda came to Mrs.
Kardos’s art class and taught the stu-
dents about Japanese prints. You
may not know it, but Mr. Rotunda
is the Middle School psychologist.
He has studied the architecture of
Frank Lloyd Wright for a longer
period of time than we have been
born.

The students learned a lot about
Japanese prints, which began in
about 1776. The prints were made
from rice. The printmakers paint on
blocks, not with a roller. They used
some of the modern tools we use.
Japanese prints are not three-dimen-
sional. Men did the artwork. The
early prints were usually about reli-
gion and water prints were about na-
ture. Most prints depicted Japan’s
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Mrs. Scarpulla class learned about the Noh play

largest volcano, Mt. Fuji. Other prints
depicted the plays in the Kabuki theater,
where all of the players were males. Lots
of the prints depicted rain. Since Japan
is an island, some prints look upon the
Pacific Ocean. As many as three people
worked for days on one print—the art-
ist who drew the picture, the carver and
the printer. One of the famous (and the
favorite of Mike Daqutta) is the famous
Japanese printer, Hokusai’s “Great
Wave.” Most prints are abstract. There
are no shadows, models, or shading in
the artwork. The prints are multi-col-
ored. Onc of the reasons prints took a
long time to make was that they had to
paint each color separately. The Japanesc
prints today don’t look like they used
to, they look like a painting, nota print.
They also are more detailed and use
people in the picture to express emo-
tion more than the setting.

Will Toller on Japanese Culture

Mr. Cefalo’s seventh grade science
class, Mis. Wilusz’s seventh grade class,
and Mrs. Dixon’s seventh grade science
class enjoyed a visit from Will Toler, a
graduate science student from Rutgers.
M. Toler has a great interest in the Japa-
nese culture and has studied it on his
own for four years. He speaks the lan-
guage fluently. Mr. Toler explained that
Japan is an island in southeast Asia and
is divided into four islands: Hokkaido,
Kyushu, Shikuhu and the largest island
Honshu.

Mr. Toler talked about the bonsai,
which is the art of making miniature
trees and how growing bonsai teaches
you how to be patient. The roots and
branches are clipped to keep them small.
It takes a long time to grow bonsai. Bon-
sai grows from three feet to ten feet tall.
Students learned that Tokyo is the capi-
tal of Japan, soybeans and rice are the
main agricultural products, Japanese
food is mainly made from seafood, veg-
etables and soup; the most widely
known food from Japan is sushi and
“Ohiogozimas,” which means “Hello”
in Japanese. He displayed a large menu
of Japanese food. The menu had Ameri-
can fries and pizza on it! A lot of the
food was fried and a lot of the fish was
raw. Many soy products were invented
in Japan. Mr. Toler taught how to greet
someone in the morning, afterncon and
evening. The students enjoyed learning
the language so much that Mr. Toler has
volunteered to return on Thursday, May
17 to teach us more of the language.

Japanese currency is the yen. Students
also learned how to say their name in
Japanese and how to write Tokyo in
Japanese.

Japanese Clay Political Maps

The seventh grade geography classes
of Mr. Meatto and Mr. Slavin made a
variety of Japanese projects. They made
clay physical maps, clay political maps,
researched famous Japanese-Americans,
and created collages of the products
made by Japan that are sent to the
United States. They worked in groups
to make some of the projects, but also
did some work at home. A map of Ja-
pan with the Japanese writing on it
looked real strange.

Both Mr. Meatto and Mr. Slavin’s ﬁrst
period geography classes also partici-
pated in the Japanese Culture Day, by
making posters and writing réports of
some of the country’s customs.

In charge of customs from Mr. Meatto’s class were Becky Watts, Laurie
Sobel, Kazuki Daimo, Breanna Fore, Lauren Santillo and Courtney Sacco.
Pictured is a poster made about Japan s various customs.

Pictured from Mr. Slavin'’s class are
(I to r) kneeling: Simone Taylor, Lea
Visaggio, Kristen Gualano; stand-
ing: Andy Pinto and Jocelyn
Thompson.

Mr. Toler was aguest speaker.

Mr. Makowski’s class, kneeling are
Walter Manna, Ed Cruz; standing
are Amos Ramagodo, Jay Dowlat
and Kodi Buttler.

Mrs. Merlo’s class made Japanese
dolls.
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Japan Trip Remembered

South Plainfield Middle School Assis-
tant Principal Phyllis Savage vecently ve-
turned from o trip to Japan as o Ful-
bright Memovial Fund Scholar: This is
ome of  series of articles about the trip .

Today’s Japan offers a great variety
of learning opportunities in many
places and in various forms. There are
kindergartens, elementary schools,
lower secondary schools, upper sec-
ondary schools, universities, and spe-
cialized training colleges. At the pre-
school level, there are kindergartens
and day nurseries which enroll about
1.8 million and 1.5 million children,
respectively.

At the compulsory education level,
elementary and lower secondary
schools enroll nearly all of the children
of the relevant age group (from 6 to
15 years of age), approximately 12
million. While attending school, many
of them participate in extracurricular
activities on a private basis as well as
private classes on school subjects
(juku). At the upper secondary level,
after compulsory education, are up-
per secondary schools, specialized
training colleges offering upper sec-
ondary courses in which approxi-
mately 5.8 million students are en-
rolled.

In additon to school education, a
variety of learning opportunities are
provided in the form of social educa-
tion. Boards of education, citizens’
groups, prefectural governor’s offices,
municipal mayor’s offices,etc. organize
classes, lectures, cultural programs and
sport programs mainly for adults. Cul-
tural centers and vocational training
institutes also provide various adult
learning opportunitics. The number
of participants in these programs is
approximately 143 million a year.

It is a basic principal of the consti-
tution that educational expenditures
for compulsory education ( elemen-
tary and lower secondary schools)-are
to be provided by the national gov-
ernment and local public bodies and
that such education shall be furnished
free to the students.

H()WCVCT’ parents p’dy some
amount during the course of their
children’s attendance of public schools.
The 1996 figures show that parents
paid 6.6 percent of total expenditures
for public elementary schools and 12.9
percent of total expenditures for lower
secondary schools. The full-day upper
secondary schools parental expendi-
ture was 25%. School lunch expen-
diture is not included. The actual gov-
ernment expenditure in yen per stu-
dent varies according to the level of
the school, 849,469-951,341. This
translates in dollars to approximately
$8494.69-$9513 41.

Besides the above listed expenses for
school education, parents also pay for
study atjuku (private classes on school
subjects). According to the 1996 re-
port, the annual parental expenditure
from clementary school through lower
secondary ranges from $523.47 to
$1538.17 per student. Many students
attend juku schools after school and
on Saturdays. The children go to regu-
lar school Monday-Friday and two
Saturdays a month.

The visits to the schools were very

interesting, informative, and fun. The
first school we visited was Sumiyoshi
Elementary School. We took our
shoes off at the door as is the custom.
We had the usual warm reception in
the library with the principal and the
vice principal. It is interesting to note
that every public school in Japan has
at least one vice principal and a prin-
cipal, regardless of the size of the stu-
dent population.

Then we went to the gym for a re-
ception that any American elementary
school would have been proud to give.
The clementary school children don’t
wear uniforms. We walked through
flags of flowers and were welcomed
with speeches in English.The band
played for us and the children sang
“Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” in En-
glish to us. We played games with all
of the children; we were laughing,
giggling, and running from group to
group as we played the rock-paper-
scissors game! The children were very
relaxed with us and some actually
wrote their names in English!

Armed with a computerized pro-
gram of their classes and the floor
plan, we were free to roam most of
the time. The hours spent in the class-
room are 8:15-2:45. Afterwards, the
students spend time cleaning the
school and indulging in an activity.
The students are not always super-
vised during the cleaning or the ac-
tivity. The cleaning and the changing
of classes begin and end with the
sound of music. At the sound of mu-
sic, each child grabs whatever clean-
ing utensils are assigned to him and
goes to the place he has been assigned
previously and begins cleaning. Some
were on the fire escape and leaning
on the wmdows to wash them. We
were told that no one sued if a child
got hurt!

The teachers work until approxi-
mately Coo p.m. preparing for the
next day. The curriculum includes
Japanese language, social studies,
arithmetic, science, life environment
studics, music, drawing and handi-
crafts, homemaking, physical educa-
tion, moral education, special activi-
ties,and integrated studies. The chil-
dren were not grouped according to
intellectual or performance levels.
Everyone worked at the same pace and
sometimes in groups helping each other.

We were assigned classrooms for
lunch. At lunchtime the students put
on white jackets, plastic caps, and
gloves and went to pick up the lunch
in big containers. They carried it be-
tween them and brought the rest in
on wagons. The teacher served it in
the elementary school. I saw them
chattering among themselves and the
next thing I knew I had a fork in my
hand. T just couldn’t pick up squid
soup with the chopsticks! Each child
brought his chopsticks in a holder.
The children were very friendly and
chatted freely with us or I should say
around us. Even though I had stud-
ied Japanese, I understood very little
when they spoke at their natural pace.

Our next stop was Aoba Junior
High School. The 7, 8th,and 9th
grades are called 1st, 2nd,and 3rd
grades, respectively. After the usual

The Family Place

Hair Salon

i 307 OAK TREE AVE
SouTH PLAINFIELD
908-668-8397

Wed~Thurs~Tri
8;1m~4-pm
Saturdays~6:45 am-3 pm
Closed Sundays,
Mondays and Tuesdays

Phyllis Savage
warm reception, we met the students
in the assembly. The students stood
in groups by gender and grade. We
knew what grade they were by the
color of their shoestrings. It was so
strange seeing the boys on one side
and the girls on the other side. The
students sang and gave welcoming
speeches to us in English.

Again we were given a computer
printout of the schedules and and al-
lowed to roam most of the day. The
children always bowed to us when
they passed us in the hall, but joked
freely with us in conversation and
loved making the peace sign! Every
picture I have with the children has
them making the sign.

Each day begins with a discussion
of how the students expect the day to
go and ends with a reflection on how
it had been—the children go back to
homeroom at the end of the day and
the students reflect orally and then
write all of the homework assign-
ments on the chalkboard. Their cur-
riculum includes Japanese language,
social studies, mathematics, science,
music, fine arts, health and physical
education, industrial arts and home-
making, foreign languages, moral
education, special activities, elective
subjects, and a period for integrated
study. The Junior High ends compul-
sory education. The children go to
their activity after school and go into
action. The teachers are not with them
in the junior high school or high
school. The teachers’ role seems to be
to be available if needed.

Our next visit was to Ishinomaki
Girls’ Senior High School. Because all
of the grades were not in attendance
that day, their school hours were 8
a.m. -2:30 p.m. Their sports included
swimming,tennis,basketball, and track
teams. Their curriculum included
Japanese language, geography and
history, civics, mathematics, science,
health and physical education, (Ka-
rate was among their gym activities
and the instructor was a master), art,
foreign language, and home econom-
ics. There were many course of-
Continued.on page 15

Mother/Son Dance at Kennedy

By Patricia Abbott

Snips and snails and puppy dog tails
were mixed with everything from
dress shirts and ties to sneakers and
shorts as the boys of Kennedy School
enjoyed the annual Mother/Son
Dance.

Moms varied their attire a great deal
to0, from dresses to jeans depending
on their ‘dates’ choice of clothing.
Both the moms and sons enjoyed a
table full of fun food, as well as non-
stop music. The boys seemed to en-
joy the slow dances with mom just as
much as the chicken dance. Some
mom’s danced with more than one son
ata time. A good time was had by all.

Christopher Atfcachunas |
High School Graduation

..inal x2%adin the ﬂhserver'

June 25, 1999

Applaud the successes of your children, grandchildten, friends,
brothers and sisters or loved ones with a personalized ad. The
- Observer will publish your college, high school, middle, pre-
school and kindergarten graduates photo along with your
congratulatory wishes. All for $20

Send your check or money order with the graduate’s name and your
message along with your name, address and phone to: South Plainfield
Observer Congratulations, 1110 Hamilton: Blvd., Suite 1B, South
Plainfield, NJ 07080. (i you would like your photo returned, please include a

~ SAS envelope.)

| Congratulations Chris!!
Love, Mom, Scoit, Erica and Ashley
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May Crowning Held at Our Lady of Czestochowa

On Sunday, May 13, Our Lady of
Czestochowa Church held their An-
nual May Crowning Ceremonies.
Crowner of the Ceremonies was
Joanne Michalski; the Court included

Harriet E. Munro, 83

Harriet E. Munro died on Tuesday,
May 8 at the Greenbrook Manor Care
Center in Greenbrook.

She was born in Bernards Town-
ship and had resided most of her life
in South Plainfield.

Mrs. Munro had been a volunteer
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield for over 30 years.
Her other interests were caring for
her garden and reading.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Walter, in 1987.

by Robert Hunter

HELPING HANDS

With a shared sense of warmth
and trust, friends can help
bereaved individuals overcome
their losses. The first step
involves helping friends antici-
pate loss by guiding them
through gentle discussions and
balanced realism that help them
prepare for the inevitable. After
the loss, the bereaved should be
encouraged to express their
feelings. Friends should offer
their support as the grieving
individuals confront anger and
denial during the early stages of
their grief. It is important to be
empathetic and patient, as well
as sympathetic and nonjudg-
mental. It should be recognized
float grief is a powerful emotion
that cannot be mitigated by
encouragement to “cheer up.”
Beyond that, it is important for
friends to simply be available, not
intrusive.

It is important to remember, that
with the loss of a close friend,
family member, or spouse, that the
bereaved may also have lost a way
oflife. The prospect of taking over
tasks that were managed by the
deceased is likely to be both
painful and dauting. Thus, friends
and relatives may wish to offer
assistance in performing some of
these duties. At the JAMES W.
CONROY FUNERAL HOME,
located at 2456 Plainfield Avenue
in South Plainfield, we offer
thoughtful and professional
assistance in arranging end-of-life
services. To schedule a consul-
tation, please call 756-2800.

“It is not so much our friends’ help

that helps us as the confident
knowledge that they will help us.”

Lindsey Aiello, Katie Baldersarri,
Tricia Chosney, Brittany DeNitzio,
Cristina DeMatos and Danielle
Skoba; the Crown Bearer was
Bridgette Kelly, and the Angel was

- Surviving are three daughters,
Harriet “Tootie: Munro of South
Plainfield, Judy Holtz and her hus-
band, Gordon, of Henryville, Pa. and
Carol Moraller and her husband, Ed,
of Middlesex. She is also survived by
her grandsons, Andrew and Barry
Moraller.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Lillian Bjorlo, 68

Lillian Bjorlo died on Wednesday;
May 9, in her home.

Born in Chicago, she was raised in
Norway and returned to the United
States in 1951, residing in Brooklyn,
NY. Mrs. Bjorlo resided in South
Plainfield for 30 years before moving
to Whiting 25 years ago.

She was a homemaker and volun-
teered as a home health aid for the
elderly while residing in Whiting,

Her husband, Einar Bjorlo died in
1996 and her brother Sverre Litland
died in 1995.

Surviving are two daughters, Linda
and her husband, Michael Sticco of
South Plainfield and Carolyn and her
husband, Roger Weil of Bound
Brook; three sons, Lloyd and his wife,
Sharon Bjorlo of Atlantic Highlands,
John Bjorlo of Edison and Glenn
Bjorlo of Raritan; four sisters, Alice
Andersen of Mt. Bethel, Pa.., Gladys

Compare

Consider the beauty, service
care and maintenance at Hillside
Cemetery, 1401 Woodland
Avenue, Scotch Plains, a
non-profit organization.
908.756.1729

Hillside Cemetery

www.hillsidecemetery.com

Jena Cianfrocca.

The ceremonies included the
crowning, as well as preceded a
Mother’s Day Mass, lead by Rev: John
M. Skwara, Pastor.

Litland of Whiting and Shirley
Andersen and Else Grinland, both of
Norway.

Also surviving are six grandchil-
dren, Melissa, Bridgette, Daniel,
Danielle, Derek and Tyra.

Funeral Services were held at the

* McCiriskin Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her
memory may be made to the Susan
G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation,
PO. Box 650309, Dallas, TX 72565-
0309.

Patrick J. Gallagher, 46

Patrick J. Gallagher died on Thes-
day, May 8 at his home.

Born in Newark Mr. Gallagher has
been a life long resident of the boro.

In his youth, Patrick had been in-
volved with the cub scouts, boy scouts
and the South Plainfield Little League
Baseball Club.

Patrick had been employed as the
Caddy Master and Starter for the past
11 years at Bedens Brook Country
Club 1n Skillman. Previously; he was
employed in the same capacity for the
Plainfield Country Club in Plainfield
for many years.

Patrick was an avid golfer himself
and enjoyed fishing as well.

He was a member of the South
Plainfield B.P.O.E. Elks Lodge
#2298.

He is predeceased by his parents,
James and Elizabeth “Betty”
Gallagher.

Surviving are his sister, Kathleen

_ Gallagher of Piscataway; two broth-

ers, James of South Plainfield and
Timothy of Frenchtown and four
nieces, Ashley, Erin, Megan and
Melanie.

Funeral services were held at the
McCiriskin Home For Funerals in
South Plainfield.

Criskon

(908) 561-8000

2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

HOME FOR FUNERALS

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.

James F. Connaughton, Assoc. Dir. J

William C. McCriskin, V. Pres., Dir.
James A. Gustafson, Dir.

Eighth Graders Receive
Confirmation at OLC

Eighth graders at Our Lady of
Czestochowa received the sacrament
of Confirmation recently.

Edward T. Hughes, Retired Bishop
of Metuchen Diocese was the main
celebrant. He was assisted by Pastor
Rev. John'M. Skwara.

Receiving Confirmation were:
Kristin Az Badolato, Christopher
Anthoney Michael Bakazan, Michael
Dean Mark Benak, Gerry William
Charles Butrico, Angelica Elizabeth
Cirilli, Shawn Patrick Michael
Ferguson, Michael Anthony
Ghigliotty, Lauren Marie Elizabeth
Rose Hause, Jamie Lynn Emma
Jakubik, George Samuel Peter
Kleinknecht, Kurt Charles Alan
Maglaque, Robert Cosmo Maistickle,
Krista Lynn Elizabetl; Malecki, Tho-
mas Frederick Christopher Manolio,
Charles Robert Martinez, Michael
John Anthony Medici, Gregory Scott
Allen Morris, Brian James Willigm

Murtagh, Jeftrey Scott William Pollin,
Joshua Steven William Prendergas,
Ryan Matthew Antony Suleski, ]cn—
nifer Marie Rose Vasques and Michael
Ryan Anthony Wilson.

Recreation Summer Sports Camps

The South Plaifield Recreation
Department is offering several sport
camps. Call the PAL for further infor-
mation.

Soccer: Junc 25-29; 9 am. - 12
noon. Location: South Plainfield
Middle School. Rain site is SPHS
gym. Camp is open to boys and girls
ages 8-15. Director is Drew Smith.
Cost is $35.

Baseball: July 2-July 6, Monday
through Friday, 9 am. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: SPHS Ballfields. Rain site
is SPHS Gym. South Plainfield resi-
dents ages 8-15. Director is Chet
Craplinski. Cost is $35.

Field Hockey: Junc 25-29, 9 a.m.
- 12 noon. Location: South Plainfield
Middle School. Rain site is SPMS

Gym. Camp is open to girls ages 8-
13. Director is Cheryl Hughes. Cost
is $35.

Wrestling: July 2-July 6; 9 a.m. -
12 noon. Location: SPHS Gym.
Camp is open to boys ages 7-15. Di-
rector is Bill Pavlak. Cost is $35.

Basketball: July 9 - 13, Monday
through Friday, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Location: SPHS Gym. Camp is open
to boys and girls ages 8-13. Director
is Jeff Lubreski. Cost is $35.

Softball: July 16-July 20; 9:30
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Location: SPHS
Ballfields. Rainsite is SPHS Gym.
Camp is open to girls ages 8-15. Di-
rector is Donald Panzarella. Cost is
$35.

Branchburg Youth Baseball Tournament

The Branchburg Bascball Club is
holding its 6th Annual Branchburg In-
vitational Tournament from June 29
through July 14. There will be seven
age divisions: U-8, U-9, U-10, U-11,
U-12,U-13/14 and U-15. The games
will be played in a round robin for-
mat with each team guaranteed four
games, two divisions per age division
with playoffs for the top two teams in
cach age division. 1st and 2nd place
awards plus all 8-year old teams will
receive individual participation med-

als. All games officiated with carded
umpires. The entrance fee is $365 and
each team supplics 2 baseballs per
game. All games are in one location
at White Oak Park, Baird Rd.,
Branchburg. There is a Spak Shak
with excellent food. There will be a
mandatory coaches meeting on
Thursday, June 21 at 8 p.m. at the N.
Branch Firehouse, Rt. 28, North
Branch. Contact Brian Callahan at
(908) 575-7816 or Bryola@aol.com
to register or more information.

The pains of losing you are slightly deadened;
The eyes from tears no longer reddened.
Although twenty years have now gone by,
Remembering your death still makes us sigh.
Yourface and laughter go with us through the years
And you're remembered so well by family and peers.
Sleep well, dear Peter, with Dad and the rest,

| guess God only takes the very best.

Love, Mom

Peter Allen Appolioni
08/09/60 - 05/18/81

--Epicurus
el
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Japan Trip
Remembered

Continued from page 13

ferings in cach category. The high
school was the only school that
had a computer room.

The teachers’ job was to teach
and the student’s job was to learn.
The students and the parents as-
sumed great responsibility for the
childrens’ learning. I attended an
English class where the students
were reading a story about the life
of Jackie Robinson. The children
were much more talkative in the
Japanese schools than ours in
America. Some of the girls had
cell phones and were using them
in the classrooms during their
break. (Oh, there was a ten-
minute break between classes.)
However, I did not observe any
verbal disrespect toward the
teachers. In some classes, such as
science and math, I noticed that
the children were much quieter.
Most of the children go to juku
schools two or three times a week
and on the Saturdays they don’t
go to regular school.

Our last public school visit was
to the Minato Special School in
Tokyo. The children were labeled
“intelligent disability.” They made
us flowers and tissue holders for
presents. There was an adult for
cevery child. There are volunteers,
students, paid aides, and tcachers.
They have clementary, junior
high, and senior high depart-
ments. The aim of the school is
to educate and train healthy bod-
ies and minds, and encourage the
pupil to take his/her righttul place
in the world community. The cur-
riculum of the clementary depart-
ment includes activities of daily
life, play guidance, morning
meeting, walking, music, physi-
cal education, drawing and handi-
crafts, cooking, and task assign-
ment.

They go to school 9 a.m.-1:50
p-m. The curriculum of the Jun-
ior High Department includes ac-
tivities of daily life, Japanese lan-
guage, arts and crafts, cooking,
physical education, mathematics,
music ,unit of life experience, task
assignment, extended homeroom
activity, vocational activities, and
club. These students go to school
8:40 a.m. to 3:10 p.m. The cur-
riculum of the senior high depart-
ment includes the same as the jun-
ior high department and social
studies. They go to school 10
minutes longer than the Jumior
High School students do.

Continued in the next Observer

Legal Notice

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
ORDINANCE NO. 1567

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 67 OF
THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES”, OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW
JERSEY was presented for adoption after a public
hearing was held thereon by the Mayor and
Borough Council on Thursday, May 10, 2001 in the
Municipal Building, South Plainfield, New Jersey
07080.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$15.00

May 18, 2001

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
May 15, 2001

Public Notice is hereby given that the following
action was taken by the Planning Board at its
meeting held on May 8, 2001.

A. Case #634/V—Arbor Interiors—4301 South
Clinton Ave.; BlocK 445; Lot 7, M-3 Zone;—
Applicant's request for an amended final site plan
was hereby GRANTED.

B. Case #637/V—Site Development Inc.—Block
188; Lots 47 & 48; OBC-1Zone; Plainfield Ave.—
Applicant’s request for final site plan approval was
hereby GRANTED.

Jan . Muccilli
Recording Secretary Planning Board
$15/00 1T May 18, 2001

Rates -- 3 line minimum-$11, $1 ea. additional line.

FOR SALE BY OWNER

NEWER COLONIAL, IMMACU-
LATE

fully loaded, $50,000-$60,000 in up-
grades. 3-4 bdrms, in-law setup.
17x21 fam. rm./w cathedral ceiling.
Custom window treatment, molding
& lighting. LR, DR, 3 new baths with
skylight. Call 755-8930.

OFFICE SPACE WANTED

OFFICE SPACE WANTED,
Willing to pay up to $250, call
(908) 769-8602.

CALL BY MONDAY, 5 P.M.
TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED
AD—908-668-0010.

AIR CONDITIONER FOR SALE

A 10,000 BTU FRIEDRICH
air conditioner, 6 years-old, runs
great, $150. Call 732-248-0784.

R SALE

TWO BRUNCH CRUISE
Tickets on the Cruise Cornicopia
Princess, valued at $90. For more
information, or to purchase tick-
ets, call Bill Tuthill at 756-9654.

PHOTOS FOR SALE

COLOR COPIES OF
OBSERVER PHOTOS
for sale. Call Pattie,
756-801 or 668-0010.

FOR SALE EXOTIC PET

ADULT BEARDED DRAGON,
9 mos. old, very friendly. Tank
and all accessories. Asking $150.
Call 908-753-5783.

CHILD CARE PROVIDER

CARING, FUNLOVING
MOM is available to care for your
child FT M-E Ref’s available
Call 908-756-1698

SAFE, RELIABLE CHILD CARE
in So. Plfld. home. Clean, fun envi-
ronment w/fenced-in yard. Reason-
able rates. Bkfst & snacks incl. Avail
June 11. Call Dawn @ 908-753-
5411.

Saturpay, May 19
Sunpay, May 20
9 aA.M. TO 4 P.M.

517 MeLrose Ave.

(FRankLIn TO GRANT AVE.)

Eiu

ADVERTISE YOUR
GARAGE/YARD
SALE IN THE
OBSERVER FOR ONLY
$15.
CawL
908-668-0010

LEGAL

NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L. S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO: Hindra L.
Balani

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND REQUIRED
to serve upon GOLDBECK McCAFFERTY &
McKEEVER, A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION,
plaintiffs attorneys, whose address is Suite 420;
Sentry Office plaza; 216 Haddon Avenue;
Westmont, NJ 08108, phone # (856) 858-3242, an
answer to the Amended Complaint filed in a civil
action, in which Washington Mutual Bank is plaintiff,
and Hindra L. Balani, unmarried is the defendant,
pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, MIDDLESEX County, and
bearing Docket No. F-20008-00 within thirty-five (35)
days after May 18, 2001 exclusive of such dates. If
you fail to do so, judgment by default may be
rendered against you for the relief demanded in
the Amended Complaint. You shall file your answer
and proof of service in duplicate with the Clerk of
the Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes Solstice
Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the rules of civil practice and
procedure.

This action has been instituted for the purpose of
(1) foreclosing a mortgage dated March 31, 20000,
made by Hindra L. Balani, unmarried as mortgagor,
to FGC Commercial Mortgage Finance DBA
Fremont Mortgage Its Successors and/or Assigns
recorded on April 7, 2000, in Book 6228 of
Mortgages for MIDDLESEX County, Page 463,
which mortgage was assigned to the plaintiff,
Washington Mutual Bank, by Assignment recorded
on February 27, 2001 in Book 0815 of Assignment
of Mortgages for MIDDLESEX County, Page 415;
and (2) to recover possession of, and concerns
premises commonly known as 113 Judy Drive;
Keasbey, NJ 08832.

It you are unable to obtain an attorney, you may
communicate with the New Jersey State Bar
Association by calling 1-732-249-5000. You may
also contact the Lawyer Referrdl Service of the
County of venue by calling 1-732-828-0053. If you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate
with the Legal Services offices of the Gounty of
venue by calling 1-732-249-7600.

YOU, Hindra L. Balani, are hereby made a party
defendant to this foreclosure action, because you
are the record owner of the mortigaged premises
and because you executed the bond or note and
mortgage being foreclosed herein and may be
liable for any deficiency thereon, and for any right,
title claim or interest you may have in, to, or against
said mortgaged premises.

$77.00 1T May 18, 2001

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
ORDINANCE NO. 1561

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE
#1509 TO INCLUDE $50,000.00 PAYMENT
FROM THE WRESTLING CLUB FOR THE
EXPANSION TO THE PAL BUILDING IN THE
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MID-
DLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY was presented
for adoption after a public hearing was held thereon
by the Mayor and Borough Council on Thursday,
May 10, 2001 in the Municipal Building, South
Plainfield, New Jersey 07080.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$15.00 May 18, 2001

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
ORDINANCE NO. 1563

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE YARD-
WASTE FACILITY, IN THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW
JERSEY was presented for adoption after a public
hearing was held thereon by the Mayor and
Borough Council on Thursday, May 10, 2001 in the
Municipal Building, South Plainfield, New Jersey
07080.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$15.00 May 18, 2001

LEGAL NOTICE
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

BLOCK 472, LOTS 7.03 and 2.01 (OBC-3 and M-3
Zones)

TAKE NOTICE that on the 5th day of June, 2001 at
8:00 p.m., a hearing will be held and the Borough
of South Plainfield Board of Adjustment will consider
an application on behalf of J.H. REID GENERAL
CONTRACTOR seeking preliminary and final site
plan and subdivision approval for properly located
on Block 472, Lots 7.03 and 2.01 on the South
Plainfield Tax Map. In connection with this
application, J.H. REID GENERAL CONTRACTOR
is requesling certain variances, waivers and other
relief from the requirements of the Zoning
Ordinance for the Borough of South Plainfield
including (i) a use variance to permit the con-
struction of a 6,500 sq. ft. accessory structure on
Lot 7.03; (ii) the clearing, filling and surfacing of a
portion of Lot 2.01 and a use variance to permit
the use of that portion of Lot 2.01 as a contractor's
storage yard; (i) subdivision approval for the
inclusion of that portion of Lot 2 .01 into Lot 7.03;
(iv) relief from the bulk requirements of the Zoning
Ordinance as they pertain to the number of parking
spaces and exterior parking lot lighting; and (v)
any other relief as may be required by the Board of
Adjustment.

For the purposes of hearing objections to or
protests against the granting of the requested relief
and approvals, the South Plainfield Board of
Adjustment will hold a public hearing at the in the
Council Chambers, Borough Hall, at the afore-
mentioned date and time, and any interested
person may be heard, either in person or through
an agent or attorney, at the above-referenced time
concerning said application.

The maps and documents for which approval is
sought are available for inspection in the Code
Enforcement/Zoning Office, South Plainfield
Borough Hall, any weekday, between 9:00 am and
5:00 pm.

Connell Foley LLP

85 Livingston Avenue
Roseland, New Jersey 07068
Attn: John S. Stolz, Esg.
(973) 535-0500

Attorneys for Applicant:

J.H. Reid General Contractor

$75.00 1T May 18, 2001

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
ORDINANCE NO. 1562

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A BUS STOP
ON OAK TREE ROAD, IN THE BOROUGH OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MIDDLESEX COUNTY,
NEW JERSEY was presented for adoption after a
public hearing was held thereon by the Mayor and
Borough Council on Thursday, May 10, 2001 in the
Municipal Building, South Plainfield, New Jersey
07080.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$15.00 May 18, 2001

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
ORDINANCE NO. 1566

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING PARKING,
STOPPING AND STANDING ON A PORTION ON
GARDNER AVENUE, IN THE BOROUGH OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MIDDLESEX COUNTY,
NEW JERSEY was presented for adoption after a
public hearing was held thereon by the Mayor and
Borough Council on Thursday, May 10, 200 | in the
Municipal Building, South Plainfield, New Jersey
07080.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$15.00 May 18, 2001

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
ORDINANCE NO. 1568

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE
#801 ENTITLED “ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD”, IN THE
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MID-
DLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY was presented
for adoption after a public hearing was held
thereon by the Mayor and Borough Council on
Thursday, May 10, 2001 in the Municipal Building,
South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$15.00 May 18, 2001

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
ORDINANCE NO. 1564

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $286,000.00
FOR THE RESURFACING OF VARIOUS
BOROUGH ROADS, IN THE BOROUGH OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MIDDLESEX COUNTY,
NEW JERSEY be adopted on first reading and
advertised in The Observer on Friday, May 18,
2001 and that a public hearing be held on
Thursday, June 7, 2001 in the Municipal Building,
South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080.

Vincent Buttiglieri, Municipal Clerk
ORDINANCE NO. 1564

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $286,000.00
FOR THE RESURFACING OF VARIOUS ROADS
WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAIN-
FIELD, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND
BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY THAT:

SECTION 1. The purpose hereby authorized is to
repave the following borough roads:
Adams Avenue, Carol Place,
DeSepio Drive, Dumas Avenue,
Leeds Drive, Manning Avenue,
Moose Avenue, Morris Avenue,
Morton Avenue, Selene Avenue,
Somerset Street, Sterling Avenue,
Thomas Street, Vakerich Place, West
Avenue, West Golf Avenue, and
Yurgel Drive in the Borough of South
Plainfield.

SECTION 2. There is hereby appropriated the
sum of $286,000.00 to finance the
total cost of the purpose as
authorized in Section 1 hereof.

SECTION 3. The cost of accomplishing said
purpose shall be paid as follows:

$286,000.00 from the Capital
Improvement Fund.

SECTION 4. That no bonds or notes are to be
issued or indebtedness incurred for
this purpose.

SECTION 5. The Capital Budget of the Borough
is hereby amended to conform with
the provisions of this ordinance to
the extent of any inconsistency
therewith and the resolutions
promulgated by the local finance
board showing in full detail the
amended Capital Budget and
Capital Programs as approved by
the Director of the Division of Local
Government Services as on file with
the Municipal Clerk and are available
for public inspection.

SECTION 6. This ordinance shall take effect
immediately upon final adoption and
publication according to law.

Approved May 10, 2001

Daniel J. Gallagher/Mayor
ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$70.00 May 18, 2001

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
ORDINANCE NO. 1569

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR
2001 CAPITAL BUDGET TO INCLUDE THE
FULLY-FUNDED PROJECTS OF: KENYON
AVENUE, RAHWAY AVENUE AND TYLER PLACE,
IN THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY be adopted
on first reading and advertised in The Observer on
Friday, May 18, 2001 and that a public hearing be
held on Thursday, June 7, 2001 in the Municipal
Building, South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080.

Vincent Buttiglieri, Municipal Clerk
ORDINANCE NO. 1569

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR
2001 CAPITAL BUDGET IN THE BOROUGH OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW
JERSEY

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE
GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY, that

The 2001 Capital Budget is amended to include
the following fully - funded projects:

1) Kenyon Avenue from Cedarbrook Avenue
to Marsh Avenue.

2) Rahway Avenue from Plainfield Avenue to
Kenyon Avenue.

3) Tyler Place from New Brunswick Avenue to
South Clinton Avenue.

The Borough of South Plainfield has received
$210,000 from the New Jersey Department of
Transportation Municipal Aid Program for Fiscal
Year 2001.

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon
adoption and publication in accordance with New
Jersey Law.
Approved May 10, 2001

Daniel J. Gallagher/Mayor
ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$45.00 May 18, 2001

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
ORDINANCE NO. 1570

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR
2001 CAPITAL BUDGET TO INCLUDE THE
FULLY-FUNDED PROJECT OF: THE CONSTRUC-
TION OF SIDEWALKS ON BELMONT AVENUE,
IN THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY be adopted
on first reading and advertised in The Observer on
Friday, May 18, 2001 and that a public hearing be
held on Thursday, June 7, 2001 in the Municipal
Building, South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080.

Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk
ORDINANCE NO. 1570

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR
2001 CAPITAL BUDGET IN THE BOROUGH OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MIDDLESEX COUNTY,
NEW JERSEY

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE
GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY, that

The 2001 Capital Budget is amended to include
the following fully - funded project.

1) Belmont Avenue Sidewalk Construction
Project from Hamilton Boulevard to the Conrail
Grade Crossing.

2) The Borough of South Plainfield has
received $72,000 from the State Fiscal Year
2001 Local Pedestrian Safety Program portion
of the New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon
adoption and publication in accordance with New
Jersey Law.

Approved May 10, 2001

Daniel J. Gallagher/Mayor
ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$42.00 May 18, 2001
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Auditions To Be Held For
SDW’s Bye Bye Birdie

The South Plainfield Summer
Drama Workshop, celebrating its
30th season, will hold auditions
for the hit musical “Bye Bye
Birdie” on June 4, 5 and 6 at the
South Plainfield Middle School.

report

* On May 9, a Piscataway resi-
dent was apprehended by K-Mart
security after taking items off shelves
and attempting to return them for
cash.

* A Tompkins Ave. resident re-
ported that his daughter’s bike was
missing from the rear porch of the
residence.

* An employee of Quick Re-
sponse Fire Protection, New
Durham Ave., returned to work to
find the doors of the trailer open. The
padlock had been cut and a gen-

erator, drill and bits, sawzall and -

three extension cords were missing.

* On May 8, Tingley Rubber on
South Ave. reported the theft of a
lawn mower.

* Three Plainfield women were ar-
rested at Stern’s on Thursday for
shoplifting clothes, shoes and co-
logne.

* The owner of A-Tech Landscap-
ing reported that his landscape
trailer was entered and equipment
removed. :

* A Bridgewater resident re-
ported that she lost her purse in the
A & P parking lot. The purse was
returned but was missing her Visa
and social security card.

* Carmine Maggio, of Forgione
Carting, reported that while on Hol-
lywood Ave., looking for space to
rent, he observed a row of
dumpsters belonging to Forgione
on the truck of D & G Services. The
dumpsters were ultimately returned
to Forgione.

* On Monday, a Clinton Terr. resi-
dent reported that his cell phone
was stolen and believes that some-
one had removed it from his vehicle
on May 10.

* A Wooden Ave. resident re-
ported that her son had taken her
car without her consent.

» Nancy Jackson, Account Ex-
ecutive for Lombardi Traffic Striping
reported receiving a forged check.

* Cosmed, on So. Clinton Ave.,
reported the theft of a lawn mower,
weed wacker, various cosmetic
products, fax machines and scan-
ners worth a total of $1,880.

¢ On Saturday, a Hamilton Ave.
resident reported that the driverside
rear window of his vehicle had been
smashed while parked in his drive-
way.

» The manager of Radio Shack
reported the theft of three demo cell
phones.

* American Panel Tec, on New
Market Ave. reported that two soda
vending machines had been dam-
aged and broken into.

< A Bound Brook resident was ar-
rested for shoplifting $60 worth of
items from K-Mart.

* On May 11, a Bricktown resi-
dentreported that someone had re-
moved his vehicle from the Quick
Chek lot, on Durham Ave. where it
had broken down.

AIDA SANTOS
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
BRANCH MANAGER

[ Valley National Bank [

Durham Ave. & Hamilton Blvd
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 757-5868
Fax (908) 757-0494

Students who have completed
the sixth grade this June through
those students who will graduate
high school are eligible to partici-
patc in this worthwhile program.
South Plainfield residents who at-
tend borough schools or other
area schools are welcome to come
out and audition.

Copies of the script and cast al-
bum are available for review at the
South Plainfield library.

Auditions will be held between
6:30 and 9 p.m. each night ar the
South Plainfield Middle School, a
new location this year. Students
are asked to wear comfortable

clothes and shoes, and to bring a

non-returnable photo. Prepared
audition songs are not necessary,
but if you will be performing your
own selection, please bring sheet
music. An accompanist and tape
player will be available.

For more information, please call
(908) 561-5255 and leave a message.
Informationand a downloadable sign-
up sheet are available at our website,
www.spsdw.com.

Memorial Day
Rededication

On May 5, 1868, General John
A. Logan, Commander of The Grand
Army of the Republic, issued Gen-
eral Order No. 11 designating the 30®
day of May, 1868 to honor the
memory of their departed comrades.
This first Memorial Day had no pre-
scribed form or ceremony; bur it was
suggested that the graves of their
comrades who died in defense of
their country be strewn with flowers
or otherwise decorated.

The members of the Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War, Gen.
George A. Custer Camp No.17 have
been engaged in the restoration of
The Grand Army of the Republic,
Winfield Scott Post No.73 Memorial
Burial Site at Hillside Cemetery
(Woodland Ave.), which contains the
graves of 33 Union Veterans. The
Restoration will be completed with
the remounting of two Civil War era
howitzers, which stood as silent sen-
tinels for many years. The rededicat-
ion of this sitc is scheduled for 11 a.m.
on May 28 (Memorial Day). The cer-
emony will follow; as closely as pos-
sible, that which is prescribed by the
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil
War for such occasions.

American Martial Arts
School ‘Best on East Coast’

Becoming the Best Tac Kwon
Do School in New Jersey for 2001
was not enough for Master Kevin
Vigneri, owner of American Mar-
tial Arts, located on Oak Tree Rd.,
in South Plainfield.

His Tae Kwon Do Team was de-
termined to compete in The Big
East to become the best Tae Kwon
Do School on the east coast for
2001, and they did just that.

To honor Master Vigneri’s high
achievement, his school was
awarded another 8-foot trophy (pic-
tured right) that stands tall in Mas-
ter Vigneri’s school. His students
also stand tall, bringing home 13
gold medals, 8 silver, and 2 bronze.

The Big East, sanctioned by the
United States Tac Kwon Do
Union, was held on May 6, 2001
in Rahway.

Master Vigneri explains, “Parents
will see that my 22 years of martial
arts experience is being used to de-
velop a school of proud, skilled, and
most of all; #he best marital artists.”

| ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS |

| GENERAL CONTRACTOR |

1o advertise, call
‘ 908-668-0010.

| MULCH/TOP SOIL/STONE | |

LANDSCAPING

(= =)
GKG Electrical "5/
Contracting, Co. Inc.

NJ License #14579

Industrial, Commercial, Residential
Fiber Optic Installations

/ Famil_v-()wnezl Lm-a] Busineg

(908) 294-3518
(732) 469-5178
Pager: (732) 989-239

\

The Best Quality & Service Available
35 Years Experience
Site Work « Pipe ¢ Paving « All
Masonry » Commercial & Industrial
Construction & Renovations

(908) 754-5730

Call

KLK Trucking for:
Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield

Mix, Decorative & Crushed Stone

Sanding * Salting * Snowplowing
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat
908-757-4434

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

60 mins weekly-500 min Weekend

908-222-2188
*After Rebate
Golden Acres Shopping Center

* CARPET CLEANING
$ WINDOW CLEANING
SN © POWER WASHING

(908)

OFFICE 'W

MicrOSOFT CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL

cat Martha

THE Parient ONE

| CELL PHONES _] | MAINTENANCE SERVICE | | COMPUTER INSTRUCTION |
~
Zors commmamonsine| | STERLING MR o A
g VorceSiream Maintenance Service ;OUR
Si Si Pi A
1 4-99 /mo,* ERVING THE SOUTH PLAINFIELD AREA Tt [
g 560 mins. « FLOOR WAXING OR /-

¢ Lawn Maintenance ® Clean-Ups
 Lawn Repair ® Mulch

® Top Soil * Shrub Pruning .

* Aerating *® Fertilizing

JEFFPELLEGRINO, Prop. @0

PHONE (908) 226-9547

PAGER (732) 570-0305

| ROOFING I

J.T. PENYAK
ROOFING CO.

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

908-753-4222
FAX 908753-4763
124 CAMDEN AVE.

3600 Park Ave. South Plainfield 668-8676 § 732-494-5826 5 SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080
| contrAcTORS | | MORTGAGES | [__SWEDISH MASSAGE |
i BUILDER & ) |[Fas Arerovass..
Professional GENERAL CONTRACTOR | || e e SOLARIS
Hel REA . Holistic Health Center
P 2 e e T Personavizep Service. ,@g\%f : :

LOOK On This Since 1981 $ SWEDISH MASSAGE
P F. t Lordina Builders lo Mike Dixon, “Specializing in Hot Stone Massage”

age Irs 908_75 3 _3850 President THE PERFECT GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR

These local
merchants
support your local
paper—Why Not

Support Them
With a Call

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS IN THIS
SPACE FOR ONLY
$15 PER WEEK.

Must commit to 10
weeks. Can run weekly
or every other week.
Call 908-668-0010 for
more information!

ADDITIONS-KITCHENS -
BATHROOMS-

Office Renovations
[ FREE ESTIMATES |

—J

j_ drtgage

Tounsod Mortgege Broker - NJ Depl. of Bankng

908-822-0090

2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E

South Plainfield, NJ
Se Habla Espanol

Mother/Fathers Day * Birthdays*
Anniversaries * Special Occasions

Roxanne Cortese, C.H.P.
Complementary Healthcare Provider
2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ
(908) 561-1511

GARBAGE DISPOSAL

=

PRINTING/TYPESETTING |

DisrPosAL
Andrew & Matthew Pinto
EO. Box 263
So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

Phone 908-561-8231
Fax 908-561-9889

CONTAINERS FROM 1 TO 40 YARDS

PiNnTO BROTHERS

“Still a Family Owned &
Operated Business™

Residential, Commercial & Industrial Service |

Invitations

~ ® Brochures
® Resumes

3 * Flyers

G&G GRAPHICS
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

908-668-0010 - Fax: 908-668-8819
email: ggnan@aol.com




