
P
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS SCHEDULE, SEE PAGE 7

h Plainfield

VOL 4, NO. 31 50 CENTS APRIL 6, 2001

This Weekend
in South

Plainfield
Senior Citizens Meeting
April 6

The South Plainfield Senior Citi-
zens (formerly the Adult School Se-
niors) will hold their monthly meet-
ing on Friday, April 6 at 11 a.m. at the
PAL Building.

Coffee and cake will be served. For
information and transportation, call
(908) "754-1047.

Girl Scouts Flea
Market/Craft Show
April 7

South Plainfield Junior Girl Scout
Troop #14 will be sponsoring a Flea
Market/Craft Show on Saturday
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. outside at J.E
Kennedy School. For information,
contact Robyn at (908) 769-7395.

Easter Egg Hunt at
PAL Recreation
April 7

The South Plainfield Recreation
Department will hold their Annual
Easter Egg Hunt, on Saturday at 1
p.m. South Plainfield children, up to
9 years old arc invited to attend the
hunt behind the PAL building. Par-
ents are asked to bring baskets. Harvey
the Bunny will be present.

Jo-Ann's Benefit for
Autism Awareness
April 7

Jo-Ann's Dance and Feigley's
School of Gymnastics are teaming up
to present a dance and gymnastic per-
formance to benefit autism awareness
on Saturday, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
More than two dozen performers will
be participating, including the entire
ensemble for Le Centre Dance En-
semble and the Bndgettes.

The re will be drawings, food, re-
freshments and prizes for the kids.

Donation is $5. Tickets arc avail-
able at the door. For further informa-
tion call (908) 561-5094.

Lions Annual Palm
Sunday Breakfast
April 8

On Sunday, the South Plainfield
Lions Club will be holding their
Annual Gourmet Breakfast at the high
school cafeteria from 8 a.m. to noon.

The cost of the breakfast is $5.

Cultural Arts Presents
Classical Program
April 8

The Cultural Arts Commission
will present the Westfield Concerto/
Solo Chamber Orchestra, a program
of classical music, at the Wesley United
Methodist Church Hall, located on
Plainfield Ave., on Sunday, at 4 p.m.

Admission is free.

For farther information on any
of these program, see page 4

Bobcat/Wolves from Pack 205 at Roosevelt School recently visited the Community
Policing Building. Officer Joe Pappa, pictured above, talked to them about
making the right decisions. Scouts who attended are Lou Espisito, Eric Carrasca,
Jesse Englert, Michael Eckhardt Joseph If rach and Edward Sullivan.

Community Policing
Station Extends Hours

South Plainfield's Community
Policing Station, located on the
corner of Hamilton Blvd. and
New Market, is becoming an ex-
tension of the regular police sta-
tion and is open some evenings.

When the building was first
opened a few years ago, police
were there at different hours dur-
ing the week. In order to make it
easier for residents to use the fa-
cility, the police department has
set evening hours when they will
be open. Some services, such as
fingerprinting and dispensing of
trigger locks will now be avail-
able at the building during eve-
ning hours. The new hours for
the satellite station are Tuesdays
and Thursdays 5 to 7:30 p.m.

Residents can pick up free trig-

ger locks, which are available for
just the asking. The only require-
ment is that you are over 18 years
of age. The can also get finger-
printed there, which is sometimes
required by an employer. Many
residents who work have found
it difficult to get to the police sta-
tion during the day. All they need
to do now is call (908) 226-7670
and set up a time to come to the
Community Policing Station.

The station is also being used
for talking to students and scouts
about peer pressure, getting along
with each other and the dangers
of drug use.

For more information and
hours, call Officer Al LaMonda.

17 Roads are Scheduled
For Milling and Paving

South Plainfield will once again
be using the Middlesex County
Roads Department to mill and
repave 17 roads in town. By us-
ing Middlesex County employees
and equipment, the Borough has
saved thousands of dollars over the
past few years. The roads have
been paid for on a pay-as-you-go
basis.

According to Councilman Bob
Cusick, after these 17 roads are
completed, a total of over 100
roads will have been repaved with
the help of the Middlesex County
Roads Department.

Roads due to be milled and
paved are Adams Ave. (Norwood
Ave. to Park Ave.), Carol Place
(Audubon Ave to Holly Ave.),
DcSepio Dr. (Joan St. to Oak

Tree Rd.), Manning and Morris
avenues (Chambers St. to end),
Morton Ave. (Melrose Ave. to
Dumas Ave.), Somerset St.
(Hamilton Blvd. to end), Sterling
Ave. (Norwood Ave. to Park
Ave.), Thomas St. (Plainfield Ave.
to So. Central Ave.), Vakarich PI.
(May Ave. to Schindler Dr.), West
Ave. (Hamilton Blvd. to end),
West Golf Ave. (Park Ave. to end)
and the entire length of Dumas
Ave., Leeds Drive, Moose Ave.
and Yurgel Drive.

The estimated cost to South
Plainfield for labor, equipment
and asphalt is $276,460.29.
Funds for these roads will come
from capital funding, part of the
pay-as-you-go policy the Borough
instituted in the past few years.

Jr. Baseball and Ponytail
Softball Kicks Off on Saturday

The Junior Baseball Club offi-
cially kicks off their 2001 sea-
son on Saturday morning with a
parade to the Junior Baseball
Complex, where the opening day
ceremonies will take place, includ-
ing the naming of this years 2001
Little Miss Baseball. Games will
start after the ceremonies.

Ponytail Softball will also begin
their 2001 season with ceremo-
nies at Pitt Street Park, starting
at about 11:45 a.m. More than
252girlsare participating this year.
Games start at 9:30 a.m.

Members from both Junior
Baseball and Ponytail Softball have
been busy getting their fields in
playing condition and all they
need now is some warm dry
weather.

The mayor, members of the
council and special guests are ex-
pected to attend both ceremonies.
Many parents will also be attend-
ing both events, since they have
children in both leagues. This will
mean precise timing and planning
in order to get from one field to
the other.

After both of those ceremonies,
Recreation will hold their Annual
Easter Egg Hunt behind the PAL
building. Easter Bunny will be on
hand, as well as hundreds of anx-
ious kids, ready collect as many
eggs as they can. Make sure your
child brings something tc put
their eggs in as they are collected.
Children are grouped according
to their age and sex and parents
are not allowed to. help them.

House Fire Leaves Home Inhabitable
Congratulations To
Melissa Jamieson

Melissa Jamieson was selected by
the Star Ledger to their First Team
All-State Bowling Squad. With a
198+ season average and the GMC
Individual Championship, Melissa is
one of just five girls in the entire
state to receive this honor. Melissa
was also selected as the All-Area
Central Jersey Bowler of the Year.
Congratulations Melissa!

Last Thursday, the South Plain-
field Fire Department responded
to 914 Houston St., on a report
of a smoke condition at that resi-
dence. A tenant, May Wharton,
saw sparks coming from a light
in her basement when she went
to turn it on. She then saw an or-
ange glow coming from the same
area. Wharton alerted another ten-
ant, Cheryl Bingham, before call-
ing 911 to report the smoke con-
dition. When the police and fire
personnel arrived they saw smoke
coming from the basement area.

The South Plainfield Fire Dept.
and New Market Fire Dept. re-
sponded to the scene. A working
fire was found in the basement
and was extinguished in twenty
minutes. The basement of the
house was heavily damaged and
the first floor received smoke dam-
age, leaving the house uninhabit-
able.

It's unknown where the tenants
have relocated to. Two cats per-
ished in the fire. There were no
reported injuriest

The cause of the fire is unde-

termined. Officer Kevin LoMonte
responded to the fire initially. The
cause and origin are being inves-
tigated by the fire department and
Det. Gene Bataille.
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In My Opinion
Letter to the Editor:

1 am writing to support Pat
DcSantis for the South Plainfield
Board of Education. As a former
board member, I had the distinct
pleasure of working with her for three
years. She is an honest, hard-work-
ing individual who served the stu-
dents and taxpayers well during her
three years on the board.

People are always talking about the
"hidden agendas" of those running
lor office. I can tell you Pat has agen-
das, but none are hidden. Her agen-
das arc to moke the schools a better
place for our children, to see that they
have what they need to succeed in
life, and to ensure that the taxpayers
arc getting the most for their tax dol-
lars without being overwhelmed by
dicir tax bill.

Pat and her husband have two chil-
dren in die district schools and they
are involved in their children's lives
and what's happening in the schools.

She keeps abreast of what's going
on and what is needed, not only for
her children, but for all the children.

When you go out to the polls to
vote, remember to pick the best can-
didate you can. In this case, it's Pat
DcSantis. You will not be disap-
pointed.

DORIS HALEY

Letter to the Editor:
I am writing this in response to

Mr. Pisaniello and Mrs. Bauer's let-
ters which were published in the last
few weeks. I feel compelled to cor-
rect many false claims by these two
residents. First of all, if cither of diem
have ever bothered to attend Board
of Education meetings, they would
have had dieir questions answered.

We do need a new school. The
south side of town, where Roosevelt
School is located, is where 252 apart-
ment units have been completed
(which include 2 and 3 bedroom
apartments), and another complex
containing over 300 units of condo-
miniums and townhouscs are being
built on Coppola's farmland. As if
that is not enough, on Belmont Avc.,

there arc numerous houses going up
that arc also three and four bedrooms
each. Do you really believe tiiat the
majority of people moving into dicsc
large homes and apartments don't
have children? There is a formula used
to gauge die number of children ex-
pected from die number of houses,
condos, townhouscs, and apartments
which arc in die process of being
built. That is where the estimate of
851 new students is derived.

Since September, we have received
over 100 new students. That is only
in the last six months. Coppola's farm
is not even completed yet. And let's
not forget the senior citizen housing
complex that is being completed on
Morris Avenue. That will have ap-
proximately 100 units of housing for
our senior citizens. When they sell
their homes to move into this com-
plex, who do you think will buy their
homes?

The comparison to eating at
McDonald's is the breakdown of a
house assessed at $ 115,000. The tax-
increase based on diat is$88 per year.
Divide diat by 365 days per year and
it equals 24 cents per day.

I can appreciate living on a fixed
income. Those of us that are still
working, arc also receiving die same
amount per week, or do you believe
that we are getting weekly raises?

Also, die question of surplus keeps
getting asked and I know diat Mr.
Mikorski has answered this question
before for you; but I will again. The
SI .9 million diat is in our surplus falls
in the low end of die 3-5% range diat
the State Department of Education
requires all school districts in the State
of New Jersey to keep in dieir sur-
plus accounts. Boards of Education
cannot borrow money widiout ask-
ing for voter approval,' unlike the
municipal government. So, if we have
an emergency situation with our fa-
cilities that requires monies to be
spent, this is the only place we can
go to fund diat emergency.

Also, die Board of Education has
not caused overcrowding in our
schools. We try very hard to keep the
number of students in a class to 25,
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but when you have more students
coming into buildings that we built
over 40 years ago, when the town
was smaller, diat is increasingly harder
to do.

You have also stated that the
Middle School will get air condition-
ing —NQXXBIIE1 The boilers will
be replaced for heat only. And, oh by
the way, they arc the original boilers
that were installed when die middle
school (that used to be the high
school) was built in 1949. The track
replacement is in our regular budget
diis year. Also, dlis year's budget has
NO TAX INCREASE! But the con-
tingency for die track is that it will
be replaced, providing that the bud-
get and the referendum pass. If they
do not pass, the money allocated for
the track will be used to replace die
boilers.

You can contact the State Depart-
ment of Education or whoever else
you want to contact, but we have
done everything within our power to
ensure that things arc done correctly
with the funds we have available. If
you want copies of our audits, dicy
arc available in our Business
Administrator's office.

Finally, Mrs. Bauer, how dare you
refer to die taxpayers money being
used for a vacation fund! Board of
Education members do not receive
any money for being an elected offi-
cial. We attend all of board meetings
and we spend many hours doing
board business and it is all widiout
pay—for FREE! I have been a board
member for nine years. And while I
am not seeking re-election this year,
I still have enjoyed my time serving
my community. I have dircc children
- my oldest is a sophomore in col-
lege, my second child will graduate
this year and will be attending col-
lege next year, and my youngest will
be entering the high school in Sep-
tember. I have always been interested
in the schools, in diis town, which is
why my husband and I moved here
when we were married. Because the
better your schools arc, die better
your property values will remain. We
arc not a bunch of vagabonds run-
ning rampant witii your tax money.
We pay taxes, too. I hope that instead
of ranting and raving in the paper, in
the future, you might attend one
Board of Education meeting per
mondi and your questions will be
answered immediately, instead of
misleading the public of South
Plainfield.

SINCERELY,
MARJORIE M. REEDY

Dear Editor,
As a current office manager of a

surgical practice, I would like to in-
form your readers and the public
about an HMO who mistreated one
of our patients.

Reccndy, a patient came into our
office whose sister had died ot breast
cancer and now had had an abnor-
mal mammogram and a breast lump.
Understandably, the patient was ex-
tremely anxious and wanted the
breast jump removed and biopsicd
as soon as possiblc.-Hcr insurance is

OBSERVER

OFFICE HOURS?
We will be taking a Long

Needed Vacation The
Week of April 9-13, 2001
Our offices will be open 9:30 to
noon, but Closed Good Friday

All Copy/letters submitted after
Friday April 6 will appear in the

April 20th Issue.
Thank you for
your
cooperation
Any
questions,

Call 668-0010

Tb the Voters of South Plainfield,
Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is

Tim Morgan and I am a candidate for the Soudi
Plainfield Board of Education. My wife Ann and I
have lived on Lafayette Place for the past 16 years.
Our two children arc both enrolled in the South
Plainfield school system. Tun Jr. is a junior at Soudi
Plainfield High School and Kathleen is in eighth
grader at the Middle School. I have been employed as
a licensed funeral director with the Elynn and Sou
Funeral Home in Fords and Perth Amboy for the past _
26ycars. IamamcmberofOurLadyofCzcstochowa j j m Morgan
Church, where I serve as an usher and Eucharist Min-
ister. I have also worked on the finance committee at the feast: of St.
Anthony for the past five years and many other capacities at the Feast for
many years before that, I am a member of die South Plainfidd Parents'
Ponytail Softball Assn., an active member of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment and previously served on the Land Management Committee.

Over the past 12 years, I have been very active in my children's educa-
tion, bodi in die classroom and outside, at die various sporting activities
that they have participated in. I have been to every "Back to School Night"
since kindergarten and have personally met every one of the teachers that
my children have had, I have also had a meaningful conversation with
each of the administrators at the different scrrooi that dicy have attended.
I was fortunate to be a chaperonc for the Roosevelt School fifth grade nip
to Stokes State Forest twice and for the eighth grade trip to Washington,
DC three years ago. I enjoyed these opportunities tremendously.

This past Summer and Fall, I was a member or die architecture com-
mittee that was created Co obtain citizen input and recommendations as
to how to deal with die two. failed bond refcrendums. There were many
nights and many many hours of discussion and debate, all centering on
what was best for the education of our children. When all was said and
done, our proposal was submitted to the board and accepted in its en-
tirety. This proposal is some $3.2 million less than die original referen-
dum and still gives our children all die facilities, equipment and technol-
ogy that they will need to succeed today and in the future. Was all this
time and effort worth it! You bet it was! It proved to me that what we
were working so hard for was what was right for die children and die
taxpayers.

I believe in keeping the lines of communication open, by listening to
what the citizens, teachers and administrators have to say. By getting
everyone's input, we can come to a conclusion by determining what is
best and most important for our children. They are our community's
most valuable asset.

I am asking you tor the opportunity to represent you and our children
on the Board of Education for the next three years by voting line 2. Thank
You. : ::

TIM MORGAN

HMO Blue, and then the nightmare
began.

According to BCBS rules, most
patients cannot go to Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center. John E
Kennedy as an in-nctwork hospital
with BCBS. The two hospitals

'emerged nearly two years ago.
Muhlenberg is stall considered a non-
participating facility. The two hospi-
tals arc called Solaris.

Her doctor wanted me to sched-
ule a surgical procedure that involves
both radiology and die OR, as soon
as I could. However, JFK had no
openings for several weeks. In in-
stances like this, I called die Solaris
billing supervisor, who in turn wrote
a letter stating that our patient, who
is covered by HMO Blue, can have
surgery at Muhlenberg. The letter
sates that Muhlenberg will take the
par reimbursement from HMO Blue
and that die patient would have no
financial obligation odier than if dicy
went to a participating facility. In
odicr words, Muhlenberg will not
balance bill the patient or the insur-
ance company. Therefore, all finan-
cial obligations have been removed.
I have done diis before for HMO
Blue patients and have had no prob-
lems. We do dlis to help die patient.

Hie next step was to prc-ccrofy the
surgery. After several attempts to call
HMO Blue and after being put on
terminal hold several rimes, I decided
to fax over the form for prc-ccrtifica-
tion on March 9, 2001. Therefore,
HMO Blue was made aware of the
surgical procedure scheduled at
Muhlenberg Hospital for March 22
on March 9. HMO Blue was made
aware of the patients referral to come
sec us, the Solaris billing letter and
the patients medical history.

On March 21,1 called the BCBS
prc-ccrtification department to in-
quire about getting an answer for die
surgery scheduled for March 22. At
4:20 p.m. on March 21,1 received a
phone call from a prc-certification su-
pervisor. The details of the patients
case history were discussed. I made
sure dicy had a copy of the Solaris
billing letter and they understood that
I had removed any financial objec-
tions by providing them with the
Solaris billing letter. We also discussed
die patient's family history of breast
cancer.

At 5:05 p.m., Sherry Romano, the
prc-certification supervisor called
back to tell me that die surgery sched-
uled for the next morning would not

Continued on page 12

Ciccio's Pizza
Maple Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ

753-4060

Phone Ahead For Fast Pick Up
Mon. & Thurs. 11 am to 10pm
Fri & Sat 11 am to 12 midnight

Sunday 12pm to 10pm

FRIED 7EPt(FRl&f AT)

Serving South
Plainfield for Over

- 16 Years -

BYOB
CICCIO'S Pizza

I 2 Large Cheese Pizzas I

I $13.95+Tax

1 2 Medium Cheese Pizzas I
$9.95+Tax

I N
One coupon per customer. Not

-valid witfr any other offers. Expires 5/4/01 ,
*\ I One coupon per customer. Not

, vaiid with any other oilers. Expires 5/4/01 ,
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Quick Chek Opens New Store on Durham Ave.

With a smile and a pair of scissors,
Mayor Dan Gallagher, Council-
woman Darlcne Pinto, Councilman
Ed Kubala and Police Chief Robert
Mcrkler, participated in a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony to mark the opening
of a new Quick Chek Store last Fri-
day. Located at 317 Durham Road,
this new store features the new 'Sub-
makers Oven Toasted Sub Menu' in
addition to Quick Chek's usual de-
partments. This is the second Quick
Chek in town. Their other store, lo-
cated on Sampton Rd., opened in
April of 1976.

As a token of Quick Chek's ongo-
ing commitment to give back to its
surrounding community, Quick Chek
will be donating 25 cents to the South

Mayor Dan Gallagher with Quick
Chek Chairman, Dean Durl ing.

Plainficld Rescue Squad for each sub
and sandwich purchased at the new
store during their grand opening sale.

aWe are pleased to be a greater part
of the South Plainfield community,"
commented Robert N. Page, presi-
dent of Quick Chek Food Stores.

'And we are happy to be able to serve
the people who live and work here."

South Plainficld local officials were
welcomed to the new store by Store
Leader Patricia Meicr,.District Leader
Jim Coleman, Regional Directors
John Schaniger and Bob Delia, along
with Quick Chek team members par-
ticipating in the ribbon cutting. The
ceremony was followed by a lunch of
sandwiches and samples from the
store's new menu.

Quick Chek is a New Jersey wide
convenience store chain that has been
in business for over 30 years, with cor-
porate headquarters in Whitchouse
Station in Hunterdon County. The
entire Quick Chek Team invites ev-
eryone to visit their newest addition.

Car Hits Utility Pole and Tree on Park Ave.
On March 22, at approximately

4:30 in the morning, a Park Ave. resi-
dent was rudely awakened from the
sound of a crash in front of her house.
She jumped out of bed and noticed a
car across the street in her neighbors
yard. She immediately called 911,
then proceeded to run outside to see
if anyone was hurt.

The resident saw a man get out of
the car, then get back in and try to
start his car and apparently leave. But
because of the extensive damage to
his car, he could not go anywhere. He
put a light on inside the car and when
the resident turned on her porch light
and yelled to ask him if he was OK,
he turned off the interior light.

The resident began to feel uncom- •
fortablc about approaching the car

and stepped back in the house and
waited until police arrived. She ex-
plained that even though you want
to help people who have been hurt,
at 4:30 in the morning and with no
response from the accident victim, she
didn't want to take any chances.

The driver of the car, Thomas C.
Hacit, is a resident of Edison. He told
officers that he fell asleep just before
the accident. His car was traveling
southbound on Park Ave. and struck

a utility pole in front of 2704 Park
Ave. The vehicle then slid on the lawn,
did a half-spin and struck a tree in
front of the house, damaging the util-
ity pole, the lawn and the tree. There
were no other passengers in the car.

Hacit was charged with Drunk
Driving, Driving with an Open Con-
tainer in his car, and Reckless Driv-
ing. Hetested0.17-0.18pcrcenton
the breath test police administered.

Recycling Center Holiday Hours

From the South Plainfield Library

The South Plainfield drop off cen-
ter on Kenneth Ave. will be closed on
Friday, April 13, which is Good Fri-
day. The Recycling Center will be
open instead on April 12, from 8 a.m.

908-754-1199

•Crersonalizeo Cj/noroioery
•' JKonoaramniinq & fyifts
*9Jnifue Collectibles

11 So. Plainfield Ave.
So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6
Fax: 908-754-9030

IK
The Family Place

307 Oak Tree Avenue,
South Plainfield, NJ

LookYour
Bestfor
Easter!

908-668-8397

Tues • Wed • Thurs

• Fri8am-4pm

Saturdays • 6:45 am-3 pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

By Kenneth Morgan

With snowstorms and rumors of
snowstorms behind us (we hope) and
spring weather on the horizon (we
hope), here's news from the South
Plainfield Library:

The Library will be open normal
hours on Palm Sunday, April 8. How-
ever, we'll be closed on Good Friday,
April 13 and on Easter Sunday, April
15.

We're going to stick with our usual
schedule of children's Storytnne pro-
grams next week. That means the pro-
grams will be held on Tuesday morn-
ing at 10:30, Wednesday evening at
6:30 and Thursday afternoon at 1:15.
The programs each last about an hour
and feature stories, music and a craft
activity. They're for children ages three
and over; there's no need to sign up
in advance. If you'd like more infor-
mation, please check with Children's
Librarian Linda Hansen.

The Library Board ofTrustccs will
hold their next meeting on Tuesday
night at 7:30. The public is welcome
to attend what promises to be an in-
formative meeting.

It's been quite a while since we
abandoned our old "card" catalog and
switched to online PAC terminals for
catalog access. But there are still
people who can't seem to get die hang
of how to use the computers. For the
benefit of these patrons, we'll be hold-
ing a training session on how to use
the online catalog. It'll be held on
Wednesday from 10-10:30 a.m.
Space is limited for tliis program, so
you must pre-regjstcr. Depending
time and staff availability, we may be
conducting more of these sessions in
the future. We'll let you know what
develops.

There have been a couple of
changes in our Circuit collcctioas. The
latest group from the Video Circuit
is now in place and ready to circulate.
Titles in this group include Chasing
Amy, South Park: Bigger, Longer &
Uncut, The Joy Luck Club, Tea &Sym-
pathy, Babe: Pig in the. City and, on
DVD, The Waterboy. Videos and
DVDs may be borrowed, four at a
time, for two days. However, we're

between groups on the Audiobook
Circuit. New items from that Circuit
will be available later on in the month.

We're in die midst of updating ar-
eas of our website. We're revising and
expanding the list of website links in
the Reference section and we've
added a language translation capabil-
ity. And, of course, we're always up-
dating our list of upcoming Library
events and featured websites of the
month. Be our guest to try out the
site and let us know what you think
of it. Our homepage is located at

It's time for another reminder re-
garding library cards; to be more spe-
cific, it regards who can use them. We
at the Library frown upon patrons al-
lowing their cards to be used by oth-
ers. This can involve people using
other people's Internet privileges, or
letting someone borrow an item on
their card. However, we do not pro-
hibit this sort of thing, provided that
the cardholder understands that they
(the cardholder) are responsible if the
borrower owes overdue lines or costs,
or if equipment is damaged while be-
ing used under their barcode num-
ber. As long as you accept that no-
tion and are prepared to abide by it,
we'll allow your loaning out your
card.

That's about all for this week. As
always, please pass along your ques-
tions and comments. Sec you next
time.

to 3 p.m. The Recycling Center will
also be open as usual on Saturday,
April 14, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Yard Waste Site will be open
on Tuesday, April 10, from 12 noon
to 7 p.m., and on Saturday, April 14,
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

For updates, call the Recycling
Hotline at (908) 226-7620, or con-
tact the Recycling Coordinator at
atcmpel@southplainfieldnj.com.

Volunteers Still
Needed For Clean-
Up Week, April 21-28

Are you bitter about litter? Wel-
come spring by cleaning away
winter's grime! The Clean Com-
munities Advisory Board will spon-
sor a Borough-wide cleanup at the
end of April.

The main clean-up event will be
on Saturday, April 21. Volunteers
will meet from 9 to 10 a.m. in the
Borough Hall parking lot to col-
lect equipment and clean-up as-
signments.

We will target roadsides, parks,
streams and vacant lots. Volunteers
will be invited back to Borough
Hall at noon for a Pizza Pickup Pic-
nic, complete with environmentally
friendly door prizes.

Call Alice Tempel, the Clean
Communi t ies Coordinator , at
(908) 226-7621 for more informa-
tion.

South Plainfield
Rescue Squad
Seeking New
Volunteers

The South Plain/ield Rescue
Squad is seeking new volunteers.

No experience is necessary.
Training and uniforms are
provided, free of charge.

Start today, help save a life!

For information or to become
a member, call

(908) 754-2343

^T Presents *%
g CAMP S001 ^

O DancelG^mnasWcsltAu5ica\ Theater Camp Jt*

I Dance I Gymnastics

A Fun-Filled
Summer Experience

f f Your Children Will
•iJ/ Never Forget!

Where: 4475 South Clinton fivenue. South Plainfield

Jo-finn's Dance Studio-Fciglcy's School of Gymnastics
(908)561-5094 (908)561-8888

When: (Two three-week sessions available)
Session 1 - July 9-JuIy 27
Session Z - July 30-August 17
9 am-12 noon / Monday-Friday
Early drop off service available ($5/halfhour)
DON'T FORGET TO BRING SNflCKS!

figes: 5-9 years / 10-14 years
Fee: Each three-week session $299

Price includes costuming and materials.'
Take 10% off if you register before May 15/S75 deposit will hold a
place in class and will be applied toward your tuition)
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Lenten Fish Dinners at
Sacred Heart Church
April 6

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
of the Sacred Heart Church in South
Plainfield, will hold their last Lenten
Fish Dinner on Friday, April 6.

Dinner is served in the Sacred
Heart cafeteria, from 5 to 7 p.m.

The menu features fillet of fish
(fried, broiled, parmigiana) or pizza,
fresh garden salad, french fries or
macaroni and cheese, cole slaw, cof-
fee, tea or cold drink, plus dessert.
Take out orders are also available.

Admission is $8 for adults, $7 for
seniors and $4 for children. Pay at
the door. Stations of the Cross will
be held in the Church at 7 p.m.

Senior Citizens To Hold
Meeting
April 6

The South Plainfield Senior Citi-
zens (formerly the Adult School Se-
niors) will hold their monthly meet-
ing on Friday, April 6 at 1 ] a.m. at
the PAL Building.

Coffee and cake will be served. For
more information and transporta-
tion, call (908) 754-1047.

Girl Scouts Flea Market/
Craft Show
April 7

South Piainficld Junior Girl Scout
Troop #14 will be sponsoring a Flea
Market/Craft Show on Saturday from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. outside at J.F.
Kennedy School. For information,
contact Robyn at (908) 769-7395.

Easter Egg Hunt at PAL
Recreation
April 7

The South Plainfield Recreation
Department will hold their Annual
Easter Egg Hunt, on Saturday at 1
p.m. South Plainfield children, up to
9 years old arc invited to attend the
hunt behind die PAL building. Parents
arc asked to bring baskets. Harvey the
Bunny will be present.

Jo-Ann's Benefit for
Autism Awareness
April 7

Jo-Ann's Dance and Feiglcy's
School of Gymnastics are teaming up
to present a dance and gymnastic per-
formance to benefit autism awareness
on Saturday; from 7 to 8:30 p.m. More
than two dozen performers will be par-
ticipating, including the entire en-
semble for Le Centre Dance Ensemble
and die Birdgcttcs.

The will be drawings, food and re-
freshments and prizes for the kids.

Donation is SS. Tickets are available
at the door. For farther information
call (908) 561-5094.

Lions Annual Breakfast
Sunday, Apr. 8

On Sunday, April 8, the South
Plainfield Lions Club will be hold-
ing dieir Annual Gourmet Breakfast
at the high school cafeteria from 8
a.m. to noon.

The Palm Sunday Breakfast is
known for its many gourmet items
which include french toast, pancakes
and made-to-order omelettes, all
dished up by members of the South
Plainfield Lions Club. This year the
Lions will also create cholesterol free
omelettes for the health conscious
person.

The Soudi Plainfield Lions Club
is known for helping the visually and
hearing impaired. The cost of the
breakfast is only S5 and it's a great
way to start the day on Palm Sun-
day. See you there!

Cultural Arts to Present
Classical Program
April 8

The South Plainfield Cultural Arts
Commission will present the
Westfield Concerto/Solo Chamber
Orchestra in a program of classical
music at the Wesley United Meth-
odist Church Hall, located on
Plainfield Ave., on Sunday, April 8,
2001 at4p.m.This 15-piece orches-
tra, comprised of teenage violinists
and pianists of exceptional ability and
led by violin maestro and teacher
Steve Wolosonovich of Westfield,
will perform excerpts from concert
by such famous composers as Bach,
Mozart and Vivaldi.

Also on the program will be a per-
formance by clarinetist Robert
Romano and a selection of beautiful
songs by lyric tenor Bernard Ruth
of Newark. Special on the program
will be a violin duo entitled As Time
GoesBy, composed by 16-year old Oliver
Eng, a member of the orchestra.

Comprising the orchestra are: vio-
lin, Oliver Eng, Jean Namkung,
Henry Namkung, Robert Won, Tom
Yip, David Louie, Cassandra
Lambros, Daivd Hsieh, Jennifer
Hsieh, Averil Kuo, Jaime Yang; on
viola is Katja Gruening; cello is Carl
Baron and on bass is Dan Jaeger.

Admission to the program is free
and the general public is cordially
invited to attend the performance.

Lions
Palm Sunday Breakfast

Sponsored by the South Plainfield Lions Club

Helping the Visually & Hearing Impaired Since 1947....

when: Palm Sunday, April 8, 2001

Where: South Plainfield High
School Cafeteria

Time: 8:00 am to 12:00 noon

Ticket Price: $5.00

Tickets may be purchased at the door
or through a Lions member.

For information, please call 755-2289.

Historical Society To
Hold Meeting
April 10

The Historical Society will hold
their monthly meeting on Tuesday,
April 10, at 7:30 p.m. in the high
school library. Everyone is invited to
attend.

Workshop on How to
Deal With Chronic Pain

Dr. Patrick Aiello has announced
that he will be holding a workshop
entitled "How to Deal With Chronic
Pain and Arthritis by Natural
Means." The workshop will be held
at Aiello Chiropractic Center, located
at 2201 South Clinton Ave., on Tues-
day, April 17 and starts at 7 p.m.

Unfortunately, all too many
people suffer from chronic pain and
arthritis. With degenerative and
chronic conditions, it is important to
educate the people who are suffer-
ing from these problems as to the
best ways to deal with these prob-
lems naturally. This informative one-
hour workshop will deal with just
this topic.

Please RSVP by Tuesday, April 16
to reserve your seat in this valuable
workshop. For more information call
Dr. Aiello at 755-2289 or email
SoPlfdDoc@aol.com.

Vision 2001 Annual Art
Auction to be Held
April 20

The South Plainfield Vision 2001
Education Foundation's Sixth An-
nual Art Auction will be held on Fri-
day, Apr. 20, at 7 p.m. in the South
Plainfield High School Cafeteria.

This year former Police Chief
Steven Merklcr will be the Honor-
ary Chairperson for this annual Vi-
sion 2001 fundraiser.

Vision 2001 recognizes residents
who have made an impact on the
children of South Plainfield and felt
that Chief Merkler's services to the
residents of South Plainfield have
definitely made such that impact.

AARP Chapter #4144
Meeting
April 20

The next meeting of AARP Chap-
ter #4144 will be held on Friday,
April 20 at 12:30 p.m. in the PAL
Building on Maple Ave.

The speaker for the April meeting
is Richard Miller, a Certified Elder
Law Attorney, from Parsippany, who
will discuss the benefits of planning
with your children your Power of At-
torney, wills, etc., and other matters
they should know if you become in-

OFFICE HOURS?
We will be taking a Long

Needed Vacation The
Week of April 9-13, 2001

Offices will be open 9:30 to noon
We will be closed Good Friday

All Copy/letters submitted after
Friday April 6 will appear in (he

April 20th Issue.
Thank you for

y°ur

» J^ cooperation
: ".'.. ' '•• • " '

> questions,
"** - Call 668-0010

capacitated. He will take questions
from the audience.

The AARP is also offering a six
day, five night trip from July 15 to
20 to Montreal, Quebec City and
Lake George to all who are inter-
ested. Cost is $560 double and $710
single occupancy.

Call Lee at (732) 968-6613 or
Mary at (732) 752-3764 for infor-
mation and reservations. Be prepared
to leave a message.

VFW 55th Anniversary
Celebration
April 21

Memorial Post #6763 will cel-
ebrate their 55th anniversary with a
dinner dance on Saturday, April 21
at the Post located on Front street.

The evening will start off with a
cocktail hour from 6 to 7 pm., fol-
lowed by a hot and cold buffet. There
will be an open bar and music by
"The Show-Offs," and more. Dona-
tions are $20 per person.

For more information, call (908)
668-9751 after 3 p.m. daily and after
12 noon on weekends.

Recreation Plans Trip to
Atlantic City
April 22

The South Plainfield Recreation
Department is planning a trip to At-
lantic City on Sunday, April 22. The
bus leaves the PAL at 11 a.m. Price
is $15 per person with a return of
$14 in coins.

Tickets can be purchased at the
PAL Building, located on Maple Ave.

Vendors Sought for Flea
Market/Fair
April 28

The South Plainfield Girl Scouts
of Washington Rock Girl Scout
Council are seeking vendors for their
Family Fair and Flea Market to be
held on Saturday, April 28 (rain date
is May 5). The event takes place at
the South Plainfield Middle School
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Set up 7:30
to 9 a.m. Clean up is 4 to 5 p.m.

Registration fee is $15 for a 15x5
ft. area. Each additional space is $10.
You must supply your own table.
Sorry, no food vendors!

For further information, call
Debra Krawiec at (908) 757-9432
or Sharon Snogan at (908) 755-
7481.

Elks Planning Annual
Comedy Show
April 28

The Elks will be holding their An-
nual Comedy Show, with a hypno-
tist on Saturday, April 28 from 7 to

11 p.m. Food and beverages arc in-
cluded in the price of $30 per per-
son. Only 100 tickets will be sold for
this event.

For more information call (908)
668-9750.

SP Business Association
Hosting Golf Outing
May 1

On Tuesday, May 1, the Soudi
Piainficld Business Association will
host a golf outing, at die Cranbury
Golf Club in West Windsor.

The event will include green fees
and cart, continental breakfast, open
bar, BBQ luncheon, and prizes.

For additional information, con-
tact Bob Longo at (908) 753-7004.

Rec Announces Trip to
Papermill Playhouse
May 9

The South Plainfield Recre-
ation Department is sponsoring
a trip to the Papermill Playhouse
to see Funny Girl.

The bus leaves the PAL at
12:30 p.m. Cost is $35 per per-
son. Register at the PAL.

—Out of Town—

Alliance Bible Church
To perform Passion Play
April 12,13,14

A Day To Remember.. A Passion
Play, will be performed at Alliance
Bible Church in Warren, on April 12,
13 and 14 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets for
all performances are free and can be
obtained by contacting the church
office at (732) 469-1425.

The church is located at 52 Mount
Horeb Road in Warren, N.J. just
minutes offlnterstare 78.

For additional information or di-
rections, contact the church office at
732-469-1425.

KISMET To Host 'Singles
Event'
April 18

"The Basics of Investing: Surviv-
ing Market Volatility", a singles event
being hosted by KISMET, invites all
to attend this event on Wednesday,
Apr. 18, from 7:30 to 10 p.m.

The event will be held at 109
North Avenue, Westfield, on the
third floor. Please be advised that
there is ample parking. $10 at the
door includes interactive presenta-
tion, refreshments and an opportu-
nity to mingle.

For more information, contact
KISMET at (908) 232-8827, or visit
www.thatskismet.com.

Physical Therapy Center
of South Plainfield

• Orthopedic Rehabilitation • TMJ
• Back & Neck Pain
• Most Insurance Plans Welcome
• Most HMO's / PPO's Accepted
• Medicare Approved

Serving Union And Middlesex Counties For Over 15 Years

Lynne Glasser-Sward P.T. Lic# QA02309

(908)668-1051
1110 Hamilton Blvd. • South Plainfield
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Durham Deli Grand Re-Opening
Durham Deli, which recently relocated to South Plainfield Ave., celebrated
their Grand Re-Opening last Saturday. Pictured (I to r) are Councilwoman
Darlene Pinto, Nicholas, Alyssa, Kathy, Louie and Louis DiGirolamo,
Mayor Dan Gallagher, Mary Martin and Chief Robert Merkler.

Ferguson-Kennedy
Bill To Fulfill Special
Education Promise

In an effort to ensure that no child
is left behind, Rep. Mike Ferguson in-
troduced legislation to more than
double federal funding for students
with special needs and require Con-
gress to live up to their promise made
a quarter century ago.

The bill's chief Democratic co-
sponsor is Rep. Patrick Kennedy The
National Education Association, the
American Federation of Teachers,
Easter Seals and the United Cerebral
Palsy Association were among numer-
ous advocacy groups that have en-
dorsed die Ferguson-Kennedy bill.

In 1975, .Congress approved die
"Individuals with Disabilities Educa-
tion Acr" (IDEA), .which opened
the doors of education to millions of
students by mandating that children
with special needs receive the same
educational opportunities as other
American children. When lawmakers
enacted diat measure, they pledged
to fund up to 40 % of the costs of
IDEA, which can be twice that of
educating other children.

friends of the

Arbor Day Weekend Festivities
By Dorothy Miele

Spring has always been my favor-
ite time of year. After a cold, snowy
winter, die first signs of spring ener-
gize both the body and mind. The
grackles, starlings and red-wing
blackbirds and cowbirds have been
back for several weeks. Robins are
singing around 4:30 a.m. every
morning and the busy little sparrows
are raking up residence in birdhouscs
everywhere. Like the dark-cyed jun-
cos (often referred to as Snowbirds),
the crocus have come and gone, but
left cherry daffodils and regal tulips
to sway in die spring breeze. The trees
above are ready to burst forth with
displays of flowers and leaves. It's
April, and life seems new all over
again.

On the last Friday in April (27),
New Jersey observes National Arbor
Day. It was conceived in 1872 by a
Nebraska newspaper editor and poli-
tician, Julius Sterling Morton. A na-
tive of Michigan, Morton adopted
the treeless plains state of Nebraska
as his home. He and odier pioneers
in the region began planting trees to
beautify the state, to provide shape
and windbreaks, and to prevent soil
erosion. As a member of the Ne-
braska Board of Agriculture, Morton
(who later served as Secretary of Ag-
riculture under President Grover
Cleveland) proposed a state tree-

planting day to be held on April 10,
1872. The event proved to be over-
whelmingly successful, with an esti-
mated 1 million trees planted across
die plains. In the following years, the
special tree planting day became so
popular in Nebraska that Arbor Day
was declared an official annual holi-
day by the state's governor, Robert
W. Fumas in 1884. It's popularity
grew beyond the state's boundaries.
Today, all 50 srates celebrate Arbor
Day as does Australia, Japan, Korea,
Yugoslavia, Iceland and India.

Trees play an important, multi-
functional role in our environment
and economy. They shade and cool
our homes, beautify our communi-
ties, conserve energy, help protect riv-
ers and streams, reduce soil erosion,
and most importantly — they clean
die air we breadie. Trees are a renew-
able natural resource and are remark-
able in many ways. Here are some
cool facts about trees.

OLDER THAN THE HILLS: the
oldest living tree is a brisdecone pine
growing on Wheeler Peak in east
Nevada, believed to be more than
4600 years old.

HOLT DINOSAUR: the oldest
species of flowering plant is the
ginkgo or maidenhair tree, which
appeared during the Jurassic period
180,000,000 years ago.

P4ULBUNT0N-SIZE: die tallest
tree in die world is the coast redwood,

OUR LADY OF CZESTOCHOWA
Roman Catholic Church

807 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield
Tel. (908) 756-1333 Fax: (908) 756-4501

Fr. John invites you to worship with him this Easter

- Schedule of Services-

Saturday, April 7 Palms blessed & distributed at 5:30 p.m.

Palm Sunday April 8 Palms blessed & distributed 8 and 11 a.m.

Holy Thursday, April 12 . 7 p.m. - Liturgy of the Holy Eucharist.
1 Church will be open until 10 p.m. for adoration.

" : : i. 7:: , " . 3 p.m.-Liturgy of the Word, Veneration
of the Cross & Communion Service

7 p.m. - Stations of the Cross and
Tennebrae Service

Blessing of Easter Food: 10 a.m., 11a.m.,
I p.m., 2 p.m. at entrance of the church
7 p.m. - Easter Vigil Mass & Services

Easter Sunday, April 15.... 8 a.m. - Easter Sunrise Mass
II a.m. - Easter Day High Mass

Sequoia sempervirens, which is re-
corded at 385 feet. It is found in
Humboldt Redwoods State Park in
California.

MOMMA MIA: the world record
for the tree widi die greatest girth (fat-

' test!) goes to a sweet chestnut diat
stands at die foot of Mt. Etna is Sic-
ily. It measures 167 feet around.
' LOS7'AND FOUND, AGAIN: the

dawn redwood, diought to be extinct
since the time of the dinosaurs, was
rediscovered alive and well after
World War II in China. A specimen
of this rare tree grows in South
Plainfield.

If you would like to know more
about trees, bring die family or scout-
ing group to Highland Avenue
Woods Environmental Education
Reserve on Sunday, April 29 at 2 p.m.
The Friends of die Woods are spon-
soring a free Walks and Talks Program
presented by Mary Fcrraro, a forester
with the Department of Environmen- •
tal Protection. Ms. Ferraro is a fonner
high school biology teacher, and
Shade Tree Commissioner in Bound
Brook. She recently completed her
masters degree in forestry from the
University of Maine. Join her for an
informative and enjoyable spring walk
through die 36 acre reserve and learn
about trees in our environment. The
Friends arc giving away free tubling
trees, publications and coloring books
on a first come-first serve basis.

The reserve is located onSylvania
Place, off South Clinton Avenue in
South Plainfield. For more informa-
tion, call Dr. Alice Tempel at (908)
226-7621 or Dorothy Mielc at (908)
754-3073. You can also email ques-
tions to SPNatureTrails@cs.com or
visit our website at http://communi-
ty.nj.com/cc/friendsofthewoods.

Dorothy Mich is President of the
friends of the Woods, Inc. and an Associ-
ate Member of the South Plainfield En-
vironmental Commission.

Summer Drama Workshop
Kids Dance to the Music

AIDA SANTOS
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT

BRANCH MANAGER

\6lley National Bank
Durham Ave. & Hamilton Blvd

South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 757-5868

Fax (908) 757-0494

Photos by Patricia Abbott

South Plainfield Summer Drama
Workshop (SDW) kicked off the
2001 season widi a dance. Over 70
teenagers danced to music provided
by "A" Team FX, new DJ duo Steve
and Eric Ambielli. The dance was
held at Wesley Methodist Church.
SDW Board members were on hand
to help widi die refreshments and act
as chaperonc-s. SDW is celebrating
their 30di season and will presentiiye
Bye Birdie in August.

HE
RAZOR'SE

EDGE
I

25 South PiainfleldAve
" ah pialnfleld.NJ 07080



• South Plainfield Observer • April 6, 2001

All District Music Festival — Showcases Our Students Talents
By Patricia Abbott

South Plainfield youths from the el-
ementary schools and the Middle
School, many carrying instruments,
hurried through the halls searching for
their assigned meeting place. Parents
rushed to straighten a tie or fix a bow.
High school chorus and band members
greeted family and friends before head-
ing off to warm up, gather instruments
or don choir robes.

Last Friday evening, the SPHS gym
was filled with enthusiastic fans. The
standing-room only crowd was there .
to experience the long-anticipated,
much-rehcarscd 32nd Annual All Dis-
trict Music Festival and Art Exhibition.
The hallway was filled with panels that
displayed varied and creative artwork
from each of the schools. The Senior
class offered a large table filled with an
array of baked goods for sale.

The three-hour program was the end
result of months of work on the part of
the South Plainfield District music staff
and selected students. The show fea-
tured the musical talents of grades 4-
12. Students in grades 4-5 auditioned
for a spot in the All District Elemen-
tary Festival Chorus, which .also in-
cluded students from Grant .Central
Sixth School. The All District Elemen-
tary Band and String Ensemble were
also chosen through an audition pro-
cess. The Middle School presented their
stage and concert bands, orchestra,
chorus, and select vocal group, the
Germ. The Gems sang a Scottish Trib-
ute, featuring eighth grade student
Katie Mott in a solo; My Bonme Lies
Over the Ocean. The evening concluded
with the high school jazz band, orches-
tra, chorus and concert band.

How it All
Began....

The All-District Music Festival and
Art Exhibition is a South Plainfield tra-
dition that spans 32 years and two gen-
erations of students. Many in the audi-
ence Friday night relived their own All-
District festivals, as they watched the
youngsters perform. The tradition be-
gan over three decades ago in 1969
when High School Choral Director
Peter Franks and Rand Director David
Haining arranged a concert for the
combined junior and senior high
schools. In 1970, select students from
the elementary schools were chosen to
appear, forming the first All-District El-
ementary Chorus and Band. Three
hundred and forty-nine youths sang and
played together. The performance took
place March 14, 1970 and named the
So. Plainfield District Music Festival.

In the early years of the festival, per-
formances took place the Middle
School, or as it is often referred to "the
old high school." The new high school
opened to students in Sept. of 1974.
The 1975 concert was moved to a Fri-
day night and held in the high school's
Joseph A. Mondoro Auditorium in
1975. Elementary string ensembles
were added to the program.

Early in the 1980's, the Music Edu-
cators' National Conference instituted
Music in Our Schools Month. The es-
tablished South Plainfield All District
concert fit the bill perfectly by celebrat-
ing all forms of music and the impact it
had on the lives of the students.

After 11 years of packing both per-
formers and the audience into the huge
auditorium, the 1986 concert was
moved to the high school gym. The
move was of necessity as more and
more people arrived to enjoy the event.
In 1991, student's foray in to the world
of art was added to the tradition and
became the All-District Art Exhibition.
The artwork includes all grade levels.
The tradition continues and each year
with the younger students eagerly
awaiting the next concert. ih . :



April 6,2001 1 South Plainfield Observer •

South Plainfield High School Spring Sports Schedule

VARSITY & JUNIOR
VARSITY BASEBALL

Fit. April 6-
Tues., April 10
Thurs., April 12
Sat, April 14

Mon., April 16
Wed., April 18.
Fit, April 20
Sat., April 21

Tues., April 24
Tues., April 24
Thurs., April 26
Sat., April 28
Mon., April 30
Wed., May 2
Fri., May 4
Mon., May 7
Tues., May 8
Thurs., May 10
Fri., May 11
Sat, May 12
Mon., May 14
State Tournament

Sayreville Home 3:45
J. F. Kennedy Home 3:45
North Brunswick Away 3:45
North Plainfield

@ Watchung Hills . 2:00
Colonia Home 3:45
Bishop Ahr Home 3:45
Somerville Home 3:45
Tournament

@ North Plainfield 4/7:30
Perth Amboy Away 7:00 V
Perth Amboy Away 3:45 JV
Sayreville Away 3:45
Carteret Home 11am
J. F. Kennedy Away 3:45
North Brunswick Home 3:45
Colonia Away 3:45
J. R Stevens Home 3:45
Bishop Ahr Away 3:45
Old Bridge' Home 3:45
Ridge Home 3:45
GMC Tournament
Woodbridge Away 3:45

Fri., April 6
Tues., April 10
Thurs., April 12
Mon., April 16
Wed., April 18
Fri., April 20
Tues., April 24
Thurs., April 26
Sat, April 28
Mon., April 30
Wed., May 2
Fri., May 4
Mon., May 7
Tues., May 8
Thurs., May 10
Fri., May 11
Mon., May 14

FRESHMEN
BASEBALL

Sayreville Away
J. F. Kennedy Away
North Brunswick Home
Colonia Away
Bishop Ahr Away
North Plainfield Away
Perth Amboy Home
Sayreville Home
Carteret Away
J. F. Kennedy Home
North Brunswick Away
Colonia Home
J. R Stevens Away
Bishop Ahr Home
Old Bridge Away
Ridge Away
Woodbridge Home

3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45

11 am
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45

oVARSITY & JUNIOR
VARSITY SOFTBALL

Fri., April 6
Sat, April 7
Tues., April 10
Thurs., April 12
Sat, April 14
(Won., April 16
Wed., April 18
Fri., April 20
Mon., April 23
Tues., April 24
Thurs., April 26
Sat., April 28

Mon., April 30
Wed., May 2 -
Fri., May 4
Mon., May 7
Tues., May 8
Wed., May 9
Fri., May 11
Mon., May 14
Wed., May 16
State Tournament

Sayreville Away
Watchung Hills Away
J. F. Kennedy Away
North Brunswick Home
North Piainfield Away
Colonia Away
Bishop Ahr Away
Carteret Away
Piscataway Home
Perth Amboy Home
Sayreville Home
Bishop Eustace/

Union/
Bound Brook Home

J. F. Kennedy Home
North Brunswick Away
Colonia Home
Woodbridge Home
Bishop Ahr Home
Bridgewater Home
J. R Stevens Home
Old Bridge Home
GMC Tournament

3:45
11 am

3:45
11 am
11 am

3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45

11/1
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45

Fri., April 6
Sat, April 7
Tues., April 10
Wed., April 11
Thurs., April 12
Mon., April 16
Wed., April 18
Fri., April 20
Mon., April 23
Tues., April 24
Thurs., April 26
Mon., April 30 •
Tues., May 1
Wed., May 2
Fri., May 4
Mon., May 7
Tues., May 8
Wed., May 9
Fri., May 11
Mon., May 14

"t
Fri., April 6
Mon., April 16
Wed., April 18
Fri., April 20
Tues., April 24
Wed., April 25

Thurs., April 26

Tues., May 1
Wed., May 2
Thurs., May 3

"FrL, May 4
Mon;, May 7
Tues., May 8
Wed., May 9
Thurs., May 10

Mon., May 14

Wed., May 16
Thurs., May 17
Fri., May 18
Mon., May 21

Tues., May 22
Thurs., May 24
Wed., May 30

FRESHMEN
SOFTBALL

Sayreville Home 3:45
Watchung Hills Home 11am
J. F. Kennedy Home 3:45
Middlesex Away 3:45
North Brunswick Away 11 am
Colonia Home 3:45
Bishop Ahr Home 3:45
Carteret Home 3:45
Piscataway Away 3:45
Perth Amboy Away 3:45
Sayreville Away 3:45
J.F.Kennedy Away- 3:45
Middlesex _Home 3:45
North Brunswick Home 3:45
Colonia Away 3:45
Woodbridge Away 3:45
Bishop Ahr "Away 3:45
Bridgewater Away 3:45
J. R Stevens Away 3:45
Old Bridge Away 3:45

GOLF

Bishop Ahr @ West-9
Old Bridge @ Glenwood
Watchung Hills @ Quailbrook
Union @ West-9
Colonia @ Colonia CC
South Brunswick

@ Bunker Hill
Perth Amboy •

@ Rarifan Landing
Old Bridge @ West-9
Sayreville @'West-9
Woodbridge @ Colonia CC
North Brunswick @ West-9
Ridge @ Basking Ridge
Bishop Ahr @ Ashbrook
Clark @ Oak Ridge
Sayreville/North Brunswick

@ Tamarack
Sectionals @ Sand

Barrens CC (Cape May)
Colonia @ West-9
GMC Tournament Prelims
Watchung Hills @ West-9
State Groups/Tournament of

Champions
GMC Tournament (1 st round)
GMC Tournament
Union @ Suburban

3:30
3:30
3:30
3:30
3:30

3:30

3:30J

3:30
3:30
3:30
3:30
3:30
3:30
3:30

3:30

3:30
3:30
3:30

7 am
3:30

Tues., April 10
Wed., April 18
Wed., April 25
Tues., May 1
Wed., May 2
Tues., May 8
Sat, May 12
Wed., May 16
Wed., May 23
Fri., May 25
Sat, May 26
Fri., June 1
Sat., June 2
Wed., June 6
Holmdel Relays
Penn Relays
Millburn Relays
Matawan Relays
Monmouth Invitational

BOYS
TRACK

Perth Amboy Away
J. F. Kennedy Away
Bishop Ahr Away
GMC Relays
GMC Relays

Carteret Away
GMC Championships
Sayreville Away
North Brunswick Away
Sectional Meet
Sectional Meet
Group Championships
Group Championships
State Championships

3:45
3:45
3:45

.3:45

3:45
3:45

GIRLS
TRACK

Tues., April 10
Wed., April 18
Wed., April 25
Tues., May 1
Wed., May 2
Tues., May 8 .
Sat, May 12
Wed., May 16
Wed., May 23
Fri., May 25
Sat, May 26
Fri., June 1
Sat,June 2
Wed., June 6
Blue Devil Classic
Holmdel Relays
Penn Relays

Perth Amboy Away 3:45
J. F. Kennedy Away 3:45
Bishop Ahr Away 3:45
GMC Relays
GMC Relays
Carteret Away 3:45
GMC Championships
Sayreville Away 3:45
North Brunswick Away' 3:45
Sectional Meet
Sectional Meet "
Group Championships
Group Championships
State Championships

Fri., April 6
Mon., April 9 '
Wed., April 18
Mon., April 23
Wed., April 25
Thurs., April 26
Fri., April 27
Sat, April 28
Wed., May 2
Fri., May 4
Mon., May 7
Wed., May 9
Fri., May 11
Wed., May 16
Fri., May 18
Mon., May 21
State Tournament

BOYS
TENNIS

Bishop Ahr
South Amboy
J.F. Kennedy
Monroe Township
Colonia
St. Joseph's
GMC Tournament
GMC Tournament
North Brunswick
Perth Amboy
Bishop Ahr
St. Joseph's
Colonia
J.F. Kennedy
Monroe Township
Bound Brook

Away
Home
Home
Home
Away
Home.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
Home
Away
Home
Away
Home
Away
Away
Home

3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
4:00

Send us Your Sports
We want to hear from you concerning what is going on in sports. Send your

sports to: The South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield 07080.
You can email us at GGNAN@aol.com or fax to 908-668-8819.
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Sports
Pcriytall

Opening Day - April 7
Lt is hard to believe, but after a long, cold, snow-

filled winter, it is time once again for the run and
excitement of Softball. Please join us at Pjtt Street
Park on Saturday, April 7 for Opening Day festivi-

ties. Games will begin at 9:30 a.m. Opening Day
ceremonies will start at 11:45 a.m. In the event of rain,

Opening Day will be held on Saturday, April 14.
Softball Jackets-Ordering Deadline - April 15—Sportworld

is offering a light lined nylon jacket in green with die players name on the
front and the ponytail logo on the back. There are two styles available, zip-
down and pullover. The jackets are available in both adult and youth sizes.
Don't forget to use your discount coupon supplied by the Ponytail Parents'
Association. The coupon must be presented to Sportsworld at the time you
place your order. Please sec your coach if you have not yet received your
coupon. The last day to place orders is April 15

Ponytail Softball Pictures - April 21—All individual and team pictures
will be taken on April 21at the Pitt Street Park complex. Order forms will be
distributed by the coaches. In the event of rain, pictures will be taken indoors
at the PAL Building. Additional info, will be provided in upcoming publica-
tions of the Batters Box.

College Scholarships - Filing Deadlines—May 4—The Ponytail Par-
ents' Association is sponsoring two $500 college scholarships. Applications
are currently being accepted and can be obtained from the South Plainfield
High School guidance office. To qualify for the scholarships, the applicant
must be a high school senior graduating this June, a current resident of South
Plainfield, and have played for a minimum of three years in the South Plainfield
Recreation Department's Ponytail Softball League. The filing deadline is May
4, 2001. All completed applications should be returned to SPPPA, PO Box
441, South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

Ail-Star Try-outs - May 6—Try-outs for the summer All-Star teams will
be held on Sunday, May 6 at 1 p.m. at Pitt Street Park Players will be chosen
for the 10 and under, 12 and tinder and 14 and under teams. One team per
age group will be formed.

Age Requirements—C League Team - Girls must be 10 & under as of
12/31/00. Tryouts will take place on field C.

B League Team—Girls must be 12 & under as of 12/31/00. Tryouts will
take place on field B.

A League Team—Girls must be 14 & under as of 12/31/00. Tryouts will
take place on field A.

Pool Party - June 8—The Ponytail Parents' Assoc.will be sponsoring an
end of season pool party. This event is open to all Recreation Ponytail Softball
so please join us on June 8 at the South Plainfield Community pool. Addi-
tional info, will be provided in upcoming publications of the Batters Box.

Girls Softball Wins Season Opener
The South Plainfield High School

girls varsity Softball team took home
a 1-0 victory over Carteret on Mon-
day, their first game of the 2001 sea-
son. Sophomore Christine Strani
pitched a two hitter and struck out

six and Junior Danielle Schweers
singled twice and scored on a
groundout by Junior Kelly Ritchey
in die first inning for South Plainfield.
The Lady Tiger's record stands at 1-
0.

SPPPA Offering College Scholarships
The South Plainfield Ponytail Par-

ents' Association is sponsoring two
$500 college scholarships. Applica-'
tions are currendy being accepted and
can be obtained from the South
Plainfield High School Guidance
Office. To qualify for the scholarships,
the applicant must be a high school
senior graduating this June, a current
resident of South Plainfield, and have
played for a minimum of three years
in die South Plainfield Recreation

Department 's Ponytail Softball
League. The filing deadline is May 4,
2001. All completed applications
should be returned to SPPPA, P.O.
Box 441, South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

Please Support Our
Advertisers!

TAX RETURNS PREPARED • WILLS, CLOSINGS

INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS • PERSONAL INJURY

WORKERS COMPENSATION

PAUL W. GRZENDA
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

ATTORNEY AT LAW

. HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

SO. PLAINFIELD OFFICE Tel.: (908) 769-8602

Typoons
Crush the
Comets

The Boys U11 Typhoons demon-
strated their ability to put up big num-
bers as they completely dominated the
Milburn Comets 8-1. In a total team
effort, the Typhoons- turned a tight
first seven minutes into a runaway as
SLX different players scored to improve
their record to 2-0.

The scoring began when John
Christ sent a deflected Brendan
O'Shea shot into die goal for his first
score ofthe year and a 1-0 lead. Brian
Fabino followed that up with his first
two goals ofthe season, as he first
took a crossing pass from Matt
Helgescn and placed it in the far cor-
ner ofthe net and then followed up a
shot off the post from Steven
Guevara, as the rout began. O'Shea
was next to cash in with his fourth
goal of the year, as he sent in a shot
from the end line and then was fol-
lowed by two goals from Grey Coppi,
one by David Alston and finally a
shared goal by Helgescn and Keith
Heckcl.

Aside frown a late goal by the Bon-
nets, goalies Coppi and Chris Pennisi,
along with a strong defense, includ-
ing J. R. Licato and Greg Watts
stopped every other offensive threat.
In addition, strong performances and
some near misses by John Polizzano,
Jonathan Marcoux, Brandotl UUom
and Eric Ravayo contributed heavily
to the victory.

Submitted byJeff'Marcoux

Plainfield's Jason
Williams heads
Duke Blue Devils
To Victory

Jason Williams, an Ail-American
basketball player for Duke University
- helped with Duke's 82-72 NCAA
National Championship victory over
Arizona on Monday night.

The top-ranked Duke Blue Devils
won the national title Monday night
under the leadership of Jason Will-
iams. The 6'2" point guard has been
one of the Duke's biggest offensive
weapons all season. After scoring 16
points in the win over the University
of Arizona Wildcat's, the Ail-Ameri-
can guard has scored 154 points in
six tournaments (ninth of all time).
A pass from Williams enabled Shane
Battier to score a slam-dunk, making
the score 77-72 widi 2:31 left on the
clock. Then Williams clinched the
Blue Devil's victory with a 3 point
shot with 1:45 left, giving the Blue
Devils an eight point lead.

A graduate of South Plainfield's
Sacred Heart School and St. Joseph's
High School in Mctuchen, Williams
lettered in basketball all four years.
Among the awards he won; the Mor-
gan Wooten Award, given annually
to die nation's top prep school player,
the first team All-America selection
as a high school senior by USA To-
day, Street & Smith, and Hoop
Scoop, two 'time all state selection,
first team all-county', all area, and all-
Parochial accolades during his career.
As a two-time team captain, he set
school records for most points scored
in one game with 43 and the most
total points with 1,993 high school
career points, averaging 24.0 points,
8.0 assists, 4.0 rebounds and 3.0
steals.

By Tony Cassano

i notes
RECORD BREAKING $$ BOOSTER WEEKEND - Although the
results are not official, it appears that this past weekends fundraising
efforts broke the record set last year. Thanks to John Stallone-Booster
Weekend Director and his staff of volunteers, the SPJBC annual
'Booster Weekend' efforts were a success. Players and parents from
Small Fry 'A','B', and ' C leagues spent, this past Thursday, Friday and
Saturday throughout the town at local stores and businesses
fundraising on behalf of the club. I wish to thank our business com-
munity and everyone that contributed their time and effort and cer-
tainly those that donated money. Thank you again for making this
year the best ever.

OPENING DAY FINAL PREPARATION - FRIDAY APRIL 6
& SATURDAY APRIL 7—Today and tonight is our annual Open-
ing Day set up. Volunteers are needed and certainly encouraged to
help out. This will be our last opportunity to prepare for tomorrows
Opening Day festivities and games that will follow. Volunteers are
welcomed and encouraged to help out.

OPENING DAY 2001 PARADE AND FESTIVITIES SET FOR
TOMORROW - SATURDAY APRIL 7— Tomorrow marks the
start of the 2001 Season at the SPJBC. Opening Day parade will
start at 10am at Borough Hall and will be followed by our annual
Opening Day Ceremonies which will be held this year on Field 3.
Our proud community will celebrate the 55th season @ the SPJBC.
Multiple games on Fields 1, 3 and 4 will follow staring at 12 noon.
Please come out and join us to support youth baseball in South
Plainfield and the start of a new year.

Hunter Places 4th at National
Wrestling Tournament
By Bob Hunter

Patrick Hunter, a fifth grade stu-
dent at Franklin School, placed fourth
in the 65-pound weight class at the
AAU Elementary National Wrcsding
Championships in City, North Caro-
lina.

The tournament had wrestlers
from 20 states in this first annual na-
tional tournament.

Hunter wrestled in the fifth grade
division made up of a twenty-man
bracket.

In the opening round, Hunter
scored a tech fall 16-0 over Ethan
Brown of Ramseur, NC. In the quar-
ter final round, he faced national
champion Bryan Rickatd of Davison,
Michigan and lost 16-2. Rickard went
on to win the tournament.

In the wrestle back round, Hunter
defeated Justin McDonald of Savan-
nah GA 7-2, then defeated Scott
Norris ofMorrisville, NC 2-0.

In the wrestle back semi-final.
round Hunter defeated two rime Illi-

nois state champion Dillion Pousson,
of Round Lake, IL. 4-1. In the con-
solation finals Hunter faced three time
Georgia state champion Sam Squcglia
of St. Mary, GA.

With the scored tied 4-4 in die third
period, Hunter got turned to his back
and lost by decision ,7-4, for fourth
niace.

Twin City
Pharmacy
755-7696

1708 Park Ave., South Plainfield (Next to ACME)

COMPLETE
LINE Of

VITAMINS &
MINERAL SUPPLEMENTS

Featuring Solgar and Hudson

Today's modern pharmacy with old fashioned values
• Free Delivery
• We Accept Most Major Medical Plans
• Hospice Care & Home Healthcare Needs*
• Diabetic Counseling & Supplies
• Direct medicare billing lor medical goods and equipment.*
• Hallmark Cards and Gilts
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Franklin's Homework Club
A Learning Experience!

Homework Club members Taryn Billich, Chris Pennisi, Theresa Huber, Jessie
Brandes, Sammy Hogan, Caryn Butrico, Sydney Gentile, Jasmine Silas.

own homework during club sessions.
The successful club has helped

with more than homework. It has stu-
dents of all ages interacting and has
taught the fifth grade helpers a few
lessons. Members of the club began
with a heavy hand in discipline, in-
sisting on quiet and threatening to
separate their young charges. After a
talk with some teachers they learned
to handle being in a position of re-
sponsibility.

The fifth grade members talked
about why they liked the club and
what they were learning. Samantha
Smith said, "I like the club because
when you help the kids it makes you
feel more important." Chris Pennisi
noted, "I'm learning how to deal with
kids." Words of wisdom from
Samantha Hogan, "1 think 1 am learn-
ing that no matter how much trouble
they cause, they always have trouble
and you need to help them." Taryn
found many advantages to the club,
"I like helping the kids and being in
charge. I also enjoy talking to them
and trying to help them with home-
work." All agreed that running the
club had taught them responsibility
and it was just plain fun.

Average attendance is about 20 stu-
dents in grades 1-5, although on the
day the Obsaycr visited there were
only six younger students present. The
club members who were on-hand
noted that Wednesdays are usually a
smaller group.

By Patricia Abbott

A simple idea at Franklin School
has turned into an exceptional club.
Principal Nancy Erickson voiced a
query, wondering if fifth grade stu-
dents might like to help younger chil-
dren with their homework. Fifth
grader Taryn Billich took the question
to her friends and with the help of
Sam Smith and Kerri Siedenburg they
formed the Homework Club.

Fifteen members strong, the group
quickly elected officers and selected
meeting days. Taryn Billich is Presi-
dent, Chris Pennisi is Vice President,
they also have corresponding and re-
cording secretaries. The group meets
for 30 minutes on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays in the fifth grade class
room of teacher Mary Rodgers. The
club is run efficiently, members take
attendance and stand ready to help
any student. They often begin their

Specialty Gift Baskets
Gourmet coffee, tea. popcorn,

crackers and cheeses.

Flowers & Fancy Foods

2325 Plainfield Ave.
So. Plainfield. N] (908) 561-2808

Corporate Accountants Welcome.
Major Credit Cards

Aiello
JL JLChironracticChiropractic Center, PC.
Your Hometown Source for Health & Wellness

2201 South Clinton Avenue, Suite H
South Plainfield, NJ 07080-1471

On the corner of New Market and South Clinton

755-2289

Capital
Funding C A P I T A L ̂ P F U N D I

Licensed Mortgage Bankers
N G

Home
Loans

Let CAPITAL FUNDING-HOME LOANS
With Over 25 years Experience

Help You Decide if Refinancing Can Save You Money

• Lower your monthly payment;
• Reduce your loan term to save thousands in interest; -

• Take cash out of the equity of your home to pay costly credit card
bills, home improvements, college or retirement planning;

• Move from adjustable rate to fixed rate mortgage to eliminate rate risk.

•DEBT CONSOLIDATION • MORTGAGE • FREE EVALUATION
Answers To Your Credit Problems;

Senior Financial Advisor 1-908-/53 1958

Custom Creations & Gifts Celebrate Grand Opening
Custom Creations & Gifts, located on South Plainfield Ave., started off a week-long grand opening celebration
with a ribbon cutting. Pictured are Laura Maino with children Courtney and Victoria, owners Donna and Bob
Siepmann, Mayor Dan Gallagher, Councilwoman Darlene Pinto and Police Chief Robert Merkler.

Community Technology Advisory
Committee Meeting Planned

Russ Mattoon, the Distriet Tech-
nology Coordinator For the South
Plainfield Public Schools, will- be
holding a re-organization meeting of
the Community Technology Advi-
sory Committee on Wednesday, April
18 in the High School Information
Center.

The committee has not been active
this year due to the Technology Co-
ordinators position being vacant. Mr.
Mattoon joined the school district in
March and would like the commu-
nity to become active in the planned
for implementation of Educational
Technology.

The immediate task before the

committee is to make recommenda-
tions for revisioas to the District's fives
War Technology Plan. Each year a
revised plan is submitted to the State
Department of Education and is the
foundation for funding from grants
and state aid. In addition, Mr.

Manoon would like to discuss coor-
dination of the School District's web
site, the Council's web site and any
links that would be appropriate for
the community and the school dis-
trict. All interested community mem-
bers are invited to attend.

Holly Park Mower Plans Second Open House
Holly Park Mower, located at

2720 Park Ave. will be holding their
2nd Annual Open House on Satur-
day, April 7 from 1 to p.m. There
will be refreshments and something
for the kids.

While you are there you can also

take a look at the newest lawn equip-
ment for commercial or residential
use.

They also repair lawn equipment
or have new and used parts, so bring
along whatever may need a tune-up
for the coming Spring season!

There's
a lot

going on.

... In
South

Plainfield!

Subscribe
to the

Observer!

South Plainfield
Observer
908-668-0010

Send a check or money or-
der for $25/one year (out-
of-town-$30) payable to:
South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite
1B, South Plainfield, NJ
07080. Or order your sub-
scription via email at
nancyg@spobserver.com
and send your check to the
above address. I PHONE

Please_sejidjnehome_de[iveryofthe i
server.

ATORE55 .
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Two Sixth Graders Attend Special Program

MarvenMay(Levi)
Michalewsky,72

Marven May (Levi) Michalewsky
died on Thursday, March 29, at the
Sun Coast Hospital in Largo, Fla.

Mrs. Michalewsky was born in
Maywood, NJ. She had resided in
Bayonne and in Bloomfield before
moving to South Plainfield, where she
had lived for over 30 years. She
moved to Clearwater nine years agp.

She had worked for the Plainfield
Board of Education, where she was a
teachers aide in die Evergreen School.
She then held the position of atten-
dance secretary, for 15 years, in the
Plainfield High School. She retired in
1986.

She was a long time member of die
former Marconnier Reformed
Church in Edison, where she had
been the superintendent of the Sun-
day School. Later, she became one of
the early members of the newly re-
formed Oak Tree Presbyterian Church
in Edison, where she had been very
active for many years, and she was a
past president of the Women's Asso-
ciation, a member of the choir, and
served as an ordained Elder of the
Church.

While in Florida, she was a mem-
ber of the Ranch Mobile Home Park
and had been a past president of the
Hobby Club. She was also a member
of the Ranch community's Dance
Club, Bingo Club and the "Ranch
Kitchen Band." As a member of the
band, she took great pride in her abil-
ity to "play the teapot." She had also
attended and participated in Vespers
in the community.

Her husband, Ludwig Micha-

by Robert Hunter

RELIGION
AND HEALTH

Increasingly, the medical estab-
lishment is coming to accept the
fact that religion influences
health. A few years ago, only
three medical schools in the U.S.
taught courses on religious is-
sues in patient care. Today, that
number has increased more than
tenfold. While no one is sure
how religion exerts a healthful
effect upon patients, it is thought
that it plays a role in helping
them cope with stress. It has
been observed that praying or
reading religious texts seems to
help people maintain lower
stress levels. And the sense of
social connectedness and com-
munity that religion provides
may also help minimize stress
and its effects. Whatever the rea-
son, religion appears to act as a
buffer against mental and physi-
cal pain.

Sometimes being in charge leaves
much to he desired. When one is
ill, or in difficulty, it is comforting
to believe thai a benevolent higher
power accompanies or watches
over one. At the family-owned
JAMES W. CONROY FU-
NERAL HOME, INC., we offer
courteous assistance in arranging
end-of-Iife services to members of
all faiths and beliefs, and we are
always open to new ideas. To
schedule a preplanning consulta-
tion at our facilities, conveniently
located at 2456 Plainfield Avenue
in South Plainfield, please call
756-2800. Cremation services
available.

"Man is by his constitution a reli-
gious animal."

—Edmund Burke

lewsky, died in 1998. She was also
predeceased by her brother, Capt.
Kenneth Levi.

Surviving arc her two sons and
daughters in law, David E. and Wendy
Michalewsky of Hillsborough and
Warren L. and Johanna Michalewsky
of South Plainfield; and her brother,
Arnold Levi of Bogota. Also surviv-
ing is one granddaughter, Allyson
Michalewsky.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Sclcroderma
Research Foundation, PO Box 200,
Colombus, NJ 08022, or to die Oak
Tree Presbyterian Church.

Robert 1 Perrucci, Si:, 76
Robert J. Perrucci, Sr. died on

Wednesday, March 28 at die Muli-
Ienberg Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield.

Bob was born in Scotch Plains and
had lived in Westfield before moving
to South Plainfield in 1952. He had
worked as a mason contractor for
Rutgers University maintenance de-
partment in New Brunswick for 15
years before he retired nine years ago.
Before Rutgers, he had been self em-
ployed, working as a mason contrac-
tor in the Middlesex and Union
County areas.

He was an Army veteran of WWII
and was part of the U.S. Army Rang-
ers. He saw battle action in the Euro-
pean Theater and had been the win-
ner of the Bronze Star.

Mr. Perrucci was a member of Our
Lady of Czestochowa RC Church in
South Plainfield.

He was predeceased by his grand-
son, Steven Perrucci.

Surviving arc his wife, Rosemary
Hoffman Perrucci, a daughter, Geor-
gia Bartz of Verno Beach, Fla., two
sons, Robert J. Jr., of South Plainfield,
and John C. of Jersey City; two sis-
ters, Anna Perrucci of South Plainfield
and Edith Collucd of Clinton; three
brothers, Mario of Forked River, Nick
of South Plainfield and John of
Somerville. Also surviving are seven
grandchildren, Andrea and Robert N.
Perrucci, John, Michael, Mark, Jillcan,
and TJ Hrusovsky, and by his great
grandchildren, Lee Ann, Nanaleigh,
Ryne and John Nicholas. He is also
survived by a very dear family friend,
Ron Mastrobuono.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Nicole Bcnak and Nicholas
Pasquale, both students at Grant Cen-
tral Sixth Grade, along with teacher
Judy Dias, attended a program en-
titled, "The Middlesex County Day
of Respect—Sixth Graders Leading
the Way."

The program, which took place at
ATT&T in Piscataway, was a collabo-
ration oftlie Middlesex County Child
Assault Prevention Project and the
Middlesex County Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce.

This interactive day of learning and
sharing was spent widi students gen-
erating ideas on how to respect each
other and how to better get along.
The students then were asked to re-
turn to South Plainfield and share
their experiences widi other students.

They learned about bullying and
how ro cope with being bullied.

Both Nicole and Nicholas were

Hillside Cemetery's gentle slopes arc
dotted with stately trees and

evergreens. Flowering trees and bushes
accent the grounds. The serene

andscape is meticulously attended and
enowned for its care and upkeep. All

lots are fully developed areas and
include perpetual care. Located on

Woodland Avenue in Scotch Plains, a
non-profit organization. 908.756.1729

JrtiCCsicCe. Cemetery
www.hillsidecemetery.com

Heauty

Pictured left to right are Nicholas Pasquale, Ms. Judy Dias, Nicole Benak
and Grant Central Sixth.Grade Principal Robert Doggett.

chosen to represent the sixth grade be-
cause they were good speakers and
excellent students. They plan to talk

to their fellow sixrh grade students
about what they learned from this
program.

Mother Son Dance Held at RileySchool

The scenes pictured above are from the Riley School Mother/Son dance held recently. They are courtesy of
Mary Markey.

LEGAL NOTICES

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Michale Cznarnik
requesting a variance from the requirements of the
Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of Soulh
Plainfield to permit the erection of a 28' x 12' x 48'
high above ground pool, proposed pool lacks
required a 30' front setback from Norwood Ave., 4'
being proposed: and other variances that may be
required, said property being located on Block 211
Lot 10 on the South Plainfield Tax Map.

For the purposes of hearing objections to or
protests against the granting of said appeal, the
South Plainfield Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing on May 1, 2001 in the Council
Chambers, Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m.

The maps and documents pertaining to this appeal
are available for public inspection in the Building
Inspectors Office, South Plainfield Borough Hail,
Monday through Thursday, between 9:00 am
and5:00 pm.

$35.00 1T April 6, 2001

(908) 561-8000

HOME FOR FUNERALS

2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561 -6744

RICHARD W. McCRfSKiN, Pres., Mgr.
William C. McCriskin, V. Pres., Dir.

James A. Gustafson, Dir.
James F. Connaughton, Assoc. Dir.

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, THAT:

Ordinance #1440M entitled: AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING ORDINANCE #1440 ENTITLED AN
ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE COMPEN-
SATION OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD AND
THE METHOD OF PAYMENT OF SUCH
COMPENSATION FOR THE YEAR 2001; be
adopted on first reading and advertised in The
Observer on Friday, March 30, 2001 and that a
public hearing be held Thursday, April 19, 2001 at
8:00 PM in the Municipal Building, South Plainfield,
New Jersey.

ORDINANCE #1440M

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE
#1440 ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD AND THE METHOD OF PAYMENT
OF SUCH COMPENSATION FOR THE YEAR
2001.

2001

ADMINISTRATOR
BORO CLERK
TAX COLLECTOR
TAX ASSESSOR
MUN ENGINEER
ENVIRON SPECIALIST
RECYCLING COORDINATOR
OEM COORDINATOR
FIRE OFFICIAL
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECTOR/
ASSESSING CT
POLICE CHIEF - STEVE MERKLER
CAPTAIN
LIEUTENANT
SERGEANT
SOCIAL WORKER
CONST OFF/ZONING OFFICER
COURT ADMINISTRATOR
RECREATION DIRECTOR
POOL ADMINISTRATOR
MAYOR

-COUNCILPERSON
BOROUGH ATTORNEY
MUN PROSECUTOR
PUBLIC DEFENDER
PLANNING BD ATTORNEY

ZONING BOARD ATTORNEY
MUN COURT JUDGE
COUNCIL PRESIDENT
HOUSING ASSISTANCE TECHNICIAN
ASSIST. DEPTY EMERG. MGMT.
DEPUTY REGISTRAR
PLUMBING INSR
TEMPORARY PLUMBING INS.
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

6,237
38,000
2,354
5,000
1,000

500
25,574
3,680
5,000

101,152
92,341
20,000
87,588

104,692
46,241
3,711

16,942
67,064
77,549
41;683

107,583
91,664
81,843
73,074
49,457
73,119
75,167 £15.00
55,435
6,396
2,495
2,078
6,930

28 000
5,924
6,237

SECTION 2. INCONSISTENCY - All ordinances or
parts of ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance
are hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.

SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE - This ordinance
shall become effective and operative ten days after
the publication thereof after final passage.

Approved March 22, 2001

Daniel J. Gallagher/Mayor

Attest
Vincent Buttiglieri, Borough Clerk

S72.00 1t April 6-, 2001

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

March 28, 2001

Public Notice is hereby given that the following
action was taken by the South Plainfield Planning
Board at its meeting held on March 27, 2001.

A. Case #00-02A/-JVW, Inc:—Block 78; Lots, 4,
13,14,15,17,18 & 21; Holly, Maple and Park
Avenues;—Applicant's request for preliminary
subdivision approval was hereby GRANTED, with
conditions.

B Case #631—Squire Corrugated Container
Corp,—Block 225; Lot 28, 111 Somogyi Court-
Applicant's request lor final site plan approval was
hereby GRANTED, with conditions.

Janice J. Muccilli
Recording Secretary,
Planning Board

Tell Our Advertisers
You Saw Their Ad
in The Observer
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To place an ad call
By 5 p.m. on Monday, 908-668-0010.

Rates - 3 line minimum-$11, $1 ea. additional line.

r :

HELP WANTED
OrblViNG IN MuNICIrAL

COURT

FOR

DOCKET CLERK

FULL TIME

Seeking ambitious, bright, self-starter
for data entry, phone & general clerical-
Good office, computer and people skills

required. ATS/ACS experience a plus.
Very busy office.

Spanish speaking a plus.

Hours: 9 am to 5 pm
Monday thru Friday

Evening court session every Wednesday

Salary $19,643. + benefits
Preference given to

South Plainfield residents.

Contact
Pat Vargo, Court Administrator

908-226-7656
Applications available at Municipal Court office

FOR SALE
18' DIAMETER ABOVE

ground pool. Good condition.

Hayward Sand Filter, new pump.

Best offer. (908) 754-0605.

HOUSEFOR SALE
SPLIT LEVEL, 3 BEDROOMS, VA
baths, alum, siding, screened in porch,
large family room with fireplace. Walk
to park and schools. (908) 754-6302.

CHILD CARE PROVIDER

CARING, FUNLOVING MOM IS
available to care for your child in my
home or yours, call 908-756-1698.

CALL BY MONDAY, 5

P.M.TOPLACEA

CLASSIFIED AD

908-66&O0I0.

The South Plainfield
Rescue Squad

Will Hold a

Garage/Flea Market
April 6 from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.
April 7 fron 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
April 8 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m

This Indoor/Outdoor Event

Come out and support this all volunteer organization

ESTATE SALE

506 MAPLE AVE.

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

SATURDAY

APRIL 7

11 A.M. TO 4 P.M.

ADVERTISE YOUR
GARAGE/YARD

SALE IN THE OBSERVER
FOR ONLY $1 5.

CALL 908-668-0010

&

To advertise, call
908-668-0010.

MAINTENANCE SERVICE GENERAL CONTRACTOR KARATE CLASSES COMPUTER INSTRUCTION TUTORING

STERLING
Maintenance Service

SERVING THE SOUTH P M M F I E I O AREA

•FLOOR WAXING

•CARPET CLEANING

• WINDOWCLEANING

. g £ & • POWER WASHING

'Calllora\ , _ • _ _ ,

Free / (908)

( 668-8676

CFXL PHONES

OPS COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

$14.99/C
325 mins.

75 mins weekly-250 min Weekend

FREE Phone
908-222-2188

•After Rebate

Golden Acres Shopping Center

3600 Park Ave. South Plainfield

Professional
Help
LOOK On This
Page First
These local
merchants
support your local
paper—Why Not
Support Them
With a Call

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS IN THIS
SPACE FOR ONLY
$15 PER WEEK.

Must commit to 10

weeks. Can run weekly

or every other week.

Call 908-668-0010 for

more information!

908-7^4-5730
The Best Quality & Service Available

35 Years Experience
Site Work • Pipe • Paving • All

Masonry • Commercial & Industrial
Construction & Renovations

(908) 754-5730

MORTGAGES

FAST APPROVALS...

GREAT RATES...

PERSONALIZED SERVICE*

Mike Ihxon.
President

908-822-0090
2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E

South Plainfield, NJ
o -:rbb Espanol

ROOFERS

J. I PENYAIC
ROOFING CO.

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

908-753-4222
FAX 908-753-4763

124 CAM DEN AVE.
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

CONTRACTORS

BUILDER &

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
NJ DCA LIC #019771

Since 1981

Lord/no Builders

908-753-3850

ADDITIONS-KITCHENS -
BATHROOMS-

Office Renovations

| FREE ESTIMATES 1

THE ULTIMATE

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM!

Ernie Temple's
School of Karate

Located in the Duneilen Knights of Columbus,
Comer of Grove & South Ave., Dunellen

Call Now to Watch A Class!

(908) 561 -6464

v? -y

APPLIANCE REPAIR

ALL
Appliance

Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

• Washers • Dryers

•-Stoves'Dishwashers • Refrigerators

•HotWaterHeaters

Call (908) 822-1132

PERSONALIZED

COMPUTER INSTRUCTION

MICROSOFT CERTIFIED.PROFESSIONAI.

caii Martha
732-494-5826

LANDSCAPING/DESIGN

A-TECH

Landscape Design

Offering the following services:
• Lawn Maintenance
• Retaining Walls
• Brick Pavers
• Water Gardens
• Snow Plowing
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

SWEDISH MASSAGE

SOLARIS C%
MsticHealthCenKr V " " F

SWEDISH MASSAGE

"Specializing in Hot Stone Massage"

THE PERFECT GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR

Mother/Fathers Day * Birthday**
Anniversaries * Special Occasions

Roxanne Cortese, C.H.P.
Complementary Healthcare Provider

2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ

(908)561-1511

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

GKG Electrical ^ f
Contracting, Co. Inc.
NJ License #14579

Industrial, Commercial, Residential
Fiber Optic Installations

Family-Owned Local Business |

(908)294-3518
(732)469-5178

v Pager:. (732) 989-2373y

GARBAGE DISPOSAL

PINTO BROTHERS
DISPOSAL

Andrew & Matthew Pinto

P.O. Box 263
So, Plainfield, NJ 07080

Phone 908-561-8231
Fax 908-561-9889

CONTAINERS FROM 1 TO 40 YARDS

"Still a Family Owned &

Operated Business"

Residential, Commercial & Industrial Service

PRIVATE TUTOR
For Elementary, High

School or College Students

BA & MA Degrees in English
Certified in Elementary
& Secondary
English
(all subjects)

Over 20 Years Experience, including tSL

Call Pat
908-757-6447

(South Plainfield Resident)

I Call

KLK Trucking
Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield

Mix, Decorative & Crushed Stone

PRINTING/TYPESETTING

Invitations

'Brochures

"Resumes

flyers

GSG
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B

South Plainfield, NJ 07080
908-668-0010-Fax: 908-668-8819

email: ggnan@aol.com

ADVERTISE

YOUR

BUSINESS IN

THIS SPACE

FOR ONLY $15

PER WEEK.
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In My Opinion

Pictured above are Michael Allocco, with son Michael and daughter
Courtney, at the "Hoops for Home" benefit basketball game. Mr. Allocco's
company, AKA, donated the team t-shirts for both the "Coaches Team"
and the "Cops Team."

report
• On March 31, at 3:39 a.m., the

Exxon service station located at die cor-
ner of Park and Maple was robbed. Two
men approached the lone attendant as
he entered die office One suspect pulled
out a small silver handgun and held it
to die attendant's back saying, "Give me
all your money," while the other sus-
pect waited outside. The attendant was
asked to turn off the station lights while
the robber)' was in progress. The sus-
pects fled on fool south on Park Ave.
with an undetermined amount of cash.
When Officer John Pctricllo arrived, he
observed dollar bills on die ground that
had been dropped by the suspects as
they fled. Both suspects were described
as dark skinned, Hispanic males, about
5'6". One was wearing a dark jacket,
jeans, hat and black leather gloves. The
other was said to have worn a hat that
only exposed his eyes and nose. No one
was injured. However, if you have any
information pleas c contact Dct. Garrctt
Cassio.

• A Sherman Avc. resident reported
diat someone entered his rear porch by
smashing a window next to the rear
door. They had attempted to kick in the
door leading to die garage, but were
unable to gain entry. However, a moun-
tain bike worth $150 was taken from
die rear porch.

• An employee of US Truck Parks,
on St. Nicholas Avc. noticed his wallet
missing after leaving it on top of a
locker, while changing for work.

• On Friday, a Hamilton Blvd. resi-
dent let a friend borrow his car to drive
to Lcmmo's Liquors on South Clinton
Ave. The car had been left running and
unoccupied in front of die store when

a white male, in his ca'rly 20's, with
shoulder length hair, and wearing a Gi-
ants hat, drove off in the vehicle.

• Edgcwood Properties on Coppola
Dr. reported the theft of construction
tools from one of its storage trailers. The
lock had been ait on die trailer some-
time between 5 p.m. Saturday and 8
a.m. Sunday.

• On Sunday three window panes
had been found broken at Tri Star
Trucking, located on Trinity St.

• An angry patron is suspected of
breaking windshields and puncturing
eight tires at Liquid Assets on Friday
night.

• Able Metro, located on Hamilton
Blvd. had two aluminum walkboard
ramps stolen from two moving trucks.

• On Sunday, an employee of A J
Jersey, located on St. Nicholas Avc., had
his vehicle stolen from the company
parking lot. The 1993 Dodge Shadow
was locked and did not have an alarm.

• A Palmer Avc. resident reported
jewelry missing from her bedroom. It
is not clear yet how someone had en-
tered die residence although a tenant,
who was asleep downstairs did hear
someone walking around above him
which was normal.

•A Morton Avc. resident reported
the theft of two kids bikes from her
unlocked garage.

• An unknown gendeman had tried
to purchase items from Staples widi sto-
len checks. He fled the store when he
was told that the police were being
called.

• A Piscataway women was arrested
at Stern's for concealing S89 worth of
jewelry and ladies underwear.

Sacred Heart Church
149 South Plainfield Ave. South Plainfield, NJ

Rev. John P. Alvarado, Pastor

HOLY WERK SCHEDULE

HOLY WEEK MASSES

Palm Sunday Vigil—Saturday, April 7 at 5 p.m.
Palm Sunday—Sunday, April 8 at 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., & 11:30 a.m..

(Solemn Blessing of Procession at 9:30 A.M. Mass)

Monday, April 9 -7:30 p.m.
Chrism Mass at The Cathedral Metuchen

Tuesday, April 10 - 7:30 P.M.
Parish Lenten Penance Service

HOLY THURSDAY April 12-7:30 P.M
Mass of the Lord's Supper

EucKaristic Procession and Adoration
11 -.30 p.m. - Closing Night Prayer

GOOD FRIDAY - April 13
9 a.m. - Morning Prayer

J p.m. - Liturgy of the Lord's Passion & Death i
7:30 p.m. - "The Way of the Cross".

HOLY SATURDAY April 14
Morning Prayer at 9 a.m.

Blessing of Easter Food at 12 Noon
So/emn Easter Vigi[ Ceremonies and Mass at 8 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY
Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord

April 15. 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.

be approved! I was shocked! I didn't
dunk it was fair. I could not under-
stand the reason for die denial and
most importantly, I did not know
how I was going to tell die patient
this awful news. How could HMO
Blue be so heartless > I expressed my
outrage to Ms, Romano and told her
that I was going to give her direct
telephone number to the patient. She
repeatedly warned me not to give her
number to the patient. I didn't feel
compelled to honor her request, so I
gave her telephone number to the
patient. Yet, despite an emotional
conversation with die patient, Ms.
Romano did not feel compelled to
reverse the decision.

The only date I could get for this
surgery at JFK is April 10,2001 and
when I called to prc-ccrtify the sur-
gery, I was told that "no prc-ccrtifi-
cation is required for this type of sur-
gical procedure."

We recently received die denial of
authorization letter from BCBS. This
letter did not even make mention of
die Solaris billing letter or die patients
family history of breast cancer. It sim-
ply stated the surgery was denied be-
cause Muhlcnbcrg Hospital was a
non-par facility. This was so unfair
and I feel that BCBA has really over-
stepped their bounds.

ANN MARIE SEYFFART,
PRACTICE MANAGER

To the Editor:
I just wanted to let your readers

know that dicy have a real friend in
die South Plainfield school system.
Her name is Dawn Jcffereys, Vice
President of the South Plainfield
Board of Education. -

During the past month and a half,
my daughter was being harassed by
a group of children at the high school.
I was dealing with the high school
administration and received no results
to stop the harassing. It escalated to
a more serious incident.

I, being new to the public school
system, didn't know where to turn
to get help. Surprisingly, I received a
phone call one day from Dawn
Jeffcrcys. She had found out about
my daughter's school incidents and
wanted to help. This lady got the ball
rolling in some of the right directions.

Dawn, in my opinion, is one of
us. She is honestly the salt of the
earth. She cares about our children
and will make ever)' effort possible
to resolve a problem and bring it to a
closure. Dawn is also compassionate
and supportive.

We need more people like this on
our school board. I am asking all of
die readers to vote for Dawn Jcffereys
this April for re-election.

This lady is truly one of us !
SINCERELY,
ROXANNE M. HARTMAN

dent of South Plainfield, grew up
here and chose to raise his family
here. These qualities and die fact that
he is willing to give his time and dedi-
cation to a board scat; shows the
great pride and concern he has for
what happens to the future of the
South Plainfield school system and
our children.

SINCERELY,
SHERRY MARCOUX

Dear Editor,
Your headline in last weeks Ob-

server'was very deceiving in regards
to the Board of Education Headline
of "This Year's School Budget Will
Have No Tax Increase!" That is just
the annual budget!

The last paragraph describes the
Bond Referendum for a new Roose-
velt School, and calling for upgrades
to other schools. That is going to
raise taxes $88 per home at
$115,000! So, there arc going to be
two questioas on the ballot, one for
the annual budget, which is not go-
ing to raise taxes and why should they
as they have $1.9 million in the slush
fund already! The second question
about building a new Roosevelt
School and the "upgrades" is going
to raise taxes and voting for new
Board members.

So, the headline was very deceiv-
ing. This is a three-part vote. One
vote will increase taxes! The other will
not, plus the new board members,
which doesn't matter in my eyes.

Why can't die Board of Education
use die money they have, plus die
money they arc getting from die State
of New Jersey to do "upgrades." We
do not need a new Roosevelt School.
With students moving out of town,
students moving up and die proper
class sizes, there will not be a prob-
lem. All of this was caused by the
Board of Education and pressure
from parents wanting a new
Roosevelt School.

Again, I will repeat, with all the
major building done in South Plain-
field and with the changing of stu-
dents, we will never be short of space.
That problem was created.

This is sounding like Al Gore's
campaign when he said a girl in a
Florida school had to stand for 15
minutes, until a desk was brought in
for her! We have no children sitting
in the halls or any of the schools or
standing in class. This town should
not gain any taxes for things we don't
need like a new Roosevelt School!

TONY PISANIELLO

Editor's Note: Ore headline was cor-
rect! There, will be no increase in taxes
with thisyear's school budget. I will also
repeat once again that the state, will not

'give South Plainfield the promised fund-
ing of $6.6 million for upgrades and
building unless the referendum passes.

If we vote no—no state aid for build-
ing. We only get the money if the bond
passes. In fait, the state has promised so
much moneyto other districts, if'thisref-
erendum doesn't pass this time, there will
probably wit be another opportunity to
get state-aid again.

To the Editor:
As the past president of die South

Plainfield Board of Education, I worked
with odicr members of the board to
bring about the best solution possible
for the overcrowding and future influx
of students. As you know, the rcferen-
dums were voted down. I read a lot of
articles in the paper widi misinforma-
tion and 1 kept quiet (maybe I shouldn't
have). Many articles were written by
diosc who never attended any meetings
about die referendum and just chose to
write widi the lack of knowledge they
had. As a board member, I was not al-
lowed to encourage people to vote one
way or the other.

I am no longer a board member and
I can now exercise my right to speak
out in favor of this referendum. The
schools are overcrowded and have been
for some time. This process started back
when my 25-ycar-old was in die sec-
ond grade

People say we don't know how many
new students are going to come from
all die building taking place in our town.
They arc correct, but I can tell you for
certain diat in my neighborhood alone,
widi only seven new houses and dircc
diat have new owners, there arc approxi-
mately 10 new children in our town.
Some arc school age and some have not
started. If this is any indication of the
growth pattern, the number of new
children will increase rapidly.

We have received a promise of a large
amount of money from die state. That
money is not there forever. If this refer-
endum goes down, diat money wall go
to someone else The state will not sit
on it until we, as a community, come
to realize how desperately we need
larger schools in our town.

Fellow taxpayers, you can't wait un-
til the children arc in the schools and
then ciecide to vote for die referendum.
It takes time for the building process
and, as I have already stated, our schools
are overcrowded now. It is time for all
of us to step tip to the plate for our kids
and ensure that diey have what they
need to compete for college placement,
jobs, and a secure place in our society.
Don't sit back and say that your one
vote won't make a difference. Every vote
is important as we have seen in die re-
cent elections.

Don't let the children down again.
Pay a little extra in taxes now to educate,
or sit back and end up supporting them
forever. Which would you rather do?

Vote YES when the referendum vote
comes up!!!!!

DORIS L. HALEY

Dear Editor,
I am writing this letter in hope that

many of your readers will be reminded
to get out and vote on April 17 for die
board of education candidates. It is a
very important vote that affects die chil-
dren of our community, as well as resi-
dents young and old. In particular, I
would like to voice my support for Pio
Pennisj. He has numerous qualities diat
would make him an asset to die board.
His qualities include, extensive experi-
ence as an educator which gives him a
strong background and understanding
of what is needed for a strong school
system. He is a past member of the
board. He has experience with deci-
sions that have been made, what
works and what does not. Experience
is the key that makes any individual
rise to a higher level and do things
better or differendy. He is a dedicated
soccer and baseball coach and takes
pride in working with kids to fulfill
their potential. He is a lifelong rcsi-

FAST APPROVALS...GREAT RATES...PERSONAUZED SERVICE
We Specialize in No Cost Refinancing

Free Pre-Qualifications
Purchases • Refinance • Debt Consolidation

Past Credit Problems Understood
No Income Verification Loans

Borrow up to 125% of Value • Loans
Mixed Use and Commercial Properties

Mike Dixon
President

Licensed Mortgage Broker - NJ Dept. of Banking

Se Habla Espanol.

908-822-0090
2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E South Plainfield, NJ


