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Borough Gets Open Space Money

Buttiglieri Says Farewell, Petronko and Cusick Sworn In

The annual reorganization
meeting held last Sunday at Bor-
ough Hall drew a standing room
only crowd as friends and rela-
tives of two councilmen, Ray
Petronko and Bob Cusick,
packed the room and the hall
outside the council chambers.
Freeholders Dave Crabiel, Chris
Rafano and former South Plain-
field Councilman John Pulo-
mena, along with former Coun-
cilwoman Maryann Kochut and

See page 7 for the
Mayor’s Annual Message

Assemblyman Bob Smith were -

fust a few of the dignitaries who
attended the first official meet-
ing of the 2001 Borough Coun-
cil.

The first order of business was
the swearing in of Councilman
Ray Petronko, who begins his
second term and Bob Cusick,
the newest member of the coun-
cil. Both will serve a three year
term. Petronko and Cusick
thanked the residents of South
Plainfield for allowing them to
serve their community. They
promised to always remember to
listen to what the residents have
to say and do what is best for
South Plainfield.

Outgoing Councilman Vinnie
Buttiglieri gave a short farewell
speech (see page 2), thanking
those who helped and supported
him during his council years.
Mayor Dan Gallagher and coun-
cil members praised Buttiglieri
for his hard work, dedication
and innovative ideas while serv-
ing the residents of South
Plainfield.

Jim Vokral was again elected
by the council to serve as coun-

South Plainfield’s Mayor and Council take their seats at the 2001 reorganization meeting. Pictured are (standing)
Councilmembers Dennis Cerami, Darlene Pinto, Bob Cusick, Raymond Petronko; (sitting) Ed Kubala, Mayor Dan Gallagher

and Council President Jim Vokral,

(Pictured left) Councilman Bob Cusick takes the oath of office while his wife, Monica and children, Robert, Jr., Shane,
Garrett and Gabriella look on. At left Councilman Ray Petronko’s daughter Alexandra holds the bible as he is swornin to
his second term in office, along with wife, Patricia and children Randall and Kimberly.

Board of Adjustment
Delays Billboard Vote

Last week’s Board of Adjust-
ment meeting ended without a
vote on the three proposed bill-
boards.

Because the Borough Coun-
cil had not yet held their reor-
ganization meeting at the time
of the meeting, two members,
John Rayho and Don Alexa,
could not vote because they had
not yet been sworn in for an-
other term. Both men, however,
were in attendance at the meet-
ing and listened to the testimony

of the witnesses.

The council normally holds
their reorganization meeting on
New Year’s Day or the follow-
ing Sunday. This year the reor-
ganization meeting was held on
Jan. 7. Both appointed and re-
appointed members were offi-
cially sworn in at the meeting.

The witnesses for all three bill-
board applications have completed
their testimonies and a vote is ex-
pected to be taken at the Jan. 30
Board of Adjustment meeting.

cil president. Committee assign-
ments were announced as fol-
lows:

Administration, Finance & Public
Information — Ed Kubala (chair-
man), Darlene Pinto and James
Vokral; Public Works — Bob Cusick
(chairman), Dennis Cerami and
Ray Petronko; Economic Development
— Darlene Pinto (chairwoman), Ed
Kubala and Bob Cusick; Health,
Welfare & Environment — James
Vokral (chairman), Raymond
Petronko and Bob Cusick; Public
Safety — Dennis Cerami (chairman),
Jim Vokral and Darlene Pinto; Rec-
reation — Raymond Petronko (chair-
man), Dennis Cerami and Ed
Kubala.

This year the mayor’s annual
message noted all of the council’s
accomplishments of the past
year. He added that it will be
hard to follow the past year. Open
space was also on his mind.
Gallagher announced the pur-
chase of the property on the cor-
ner of Clinton and Thompkins
avenues, with grant money from
the Middlesex County Open
Space Committee. South Plain-
field will only pay 10 percent or
$75,000 of the $750,000 to ac-
quire the land. He also wants the
council to designate the 15-acre
parcel of land at the intersection
of Hamilton Blvd. and Belmont
Ave. as open space.

Also appointed by the govern-
ing body were: Patrick Diegnan,
borough attorney; Mary Blue,
Public Agency Compliance Of-
ficer; Andrew Hodulick, munici-
pal auditor; Thomas Lanza, mu-
nicipal prosecutor; Edward San-
toro, public defender and Rich-
ard Lorentzen, tax search officer.

For a complete list of board
and commission appointecs, sce

page 6.

BOE Sets Referendum Date

- The Board of Education has
set Tuesday, March 6, as the date
for the school referendum vote.

The BOE will be asking vor-
ers to approve bonding for a
construction of a new Roose-
velt School, expansion of Grant
School, and upgrading of all
schools for technology infra-
structure. This will be the third
time the school board will be
putting a referendum in front
of the vorers. Last year, voters
twice rejected school bonding
proposals. This time the state
will contribute 40% of the fund-

ing for school improvements.

Tracy Hartman, chairman of

public relations for the referen-
dum, is asking for volunteers
to help her committec get the
word out to every voter that this
referendum 15 important to the
school district.

Hartman said anyone is wel-
come to help, especially those
who served on the committees
last summer. She will be hold-
ing her first meeting on Tues-
day, Jan. 6. If you are interested
call Tracy Hartmann at 755-
4349,
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Log on to
southplainfieldnj.com
for the latest
meeting agenda

mark your
calendars

Meets twice a mpn(h on the first and third Thursday.
Borough Hall Comncli Chambers, 8 p.m. » Questions? 908-754-9000

AGENDA MEETING ...PUBLIC MEETING

Thursday, January 11. ... Thursday, January 18

Monday, February 5.... ... Thursday, Feburary 8

Tuesday, February 20 ... Thursday, February 22

Monday, March 5 .. Thursday, March 8

All meetings of the Govemmg Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public Meetlngs
Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Piainfield Avenue.

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641

Special meeting on Thursday, Dec. 28, 8 p.m.

January 28, February 13, February 27, March 13, March 27, Apnl 10, Apnl 24

20ningboardofadiusimant

Meets first, third and fifth Tuesday of the month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. < Questions? 908-226-7641
January 16, January 30, February 6, February 20 (no meetlng) March 6

taxpayersadvisorvaioup

The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every
month at Borough Hall at 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m.

The fourth Thursday of the month as follows:
January 25, February 22, March 22, April 26, May 24, June 28, July 26

cyclingcommission

Meets Thursday, once a month
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. = Questions? 908-561-8280
Jan. 25, 2001.

recreationc

Meets once a month on the second Monday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7716

February 12, March 12, April 9, May 14, June 11, September 10,

October 8, November 12, December 10

environmentalcommission

Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-561-8280

 boardofeducationmeetings .

Grant School Gymnasium on Cromwell Place unless otherwise noted

Committee of the Whole, Jan. 16, 7 p.m-Grant School gymnasium;

Special Public Meeting for Student/Staff Commendations, Tuesday, Jan 23, 2001 at 7 p.m.
Reqular Board Mtg., Jan. 23, 8 p.m.-Grant School gymnasium

Committee of the Whole, Feb. 13, 8 p.m., Regular Board Mtg., Feb. 19, 8 p.m.
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type [double spaced) the arficle you wish published.

2. Mail, fox or drop it af: Editorial Depariment
South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilion Bivd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
or drop it in the box at Mohn’s Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or Twice Is Nice, Front .
St. or fax us at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us on our web page at spobserver.com
or ggnan@aol.com or ngrennie@ix. netcom.com. Include your name, address,
telephone number.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Lefters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept., 1110
Hamilton Bivd. Suite 18, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email at our website at
spobserver.com or faxed o 908-668-8819. Letters should not exceed 400 words.
We reserve the right to edit for clarity or length. It is the editor’s discretion fo limit
the number of letters submitted by one individual on the same subject. The opin-
jons expressed in “Leters” do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Observer.

To the Residents of South Plainfield

The following is the farewell speech
delivered by Vinnie Buttiglieri ar the
reovganization meeting held last
Sunday.

It’s hard to imagine that it was
just six years ago that I stood in
the exact same position that Ray
and Bob are now standing in.
Sure, maybe I was a little skin-
nier or had a little more black hair
then T do today, but the excite-
ment that both of you are feeling
today, ’'m sure, is the same. I want
to congratulate you both. Re-
member, you have been given a
tremendous responsibility, don’t
take it lightly. Always work hard,
always listen to the people, help
them when you can and always
be honest with them.

While I was looking back over
the past six years, I couldn’t be-
lieve the improvements that have
been made in this Borough. Re-
member what Hadley Rd. looked
like back then. Look at it now!
Remember when we had to bring
our recycling down to the recy-
cling center, instead of just bring-
ing it out to the curb. Tell me that’s
not an improvement! Let’s not
forget the disarray our roads and
buildings were in. Isn’t it nice to
be able to drive on a smooth road.
How many years had people been
talking about expanding our PAL,
of improving our parks, sprucing
up the downtown area, upgrad-
ing our emergency services,
building both a senior residence
and a senior recreation facility, not
to mention getting our financial
house in order. All of those things
I just mentioned have happened
under the current administration,
which I have been privileged to
be a part of. I am very proud of
that.

I am also very proud to have
been a part of the instituting of
Democracy Day. Let’s not forget
the many pcople who said it was
a waste of time, it would cost too
much, and the mayor and coun-
cil would never follow the wishes
of the people. Well, we certainly
have proved them wrong. T am
sure that Democracy Day will con-
tinue and should continue under
the leadership of Mayor Dan
Gallagher and this administration.
The people deserve to have their
voices heard and what better ve-
hicle' than Democracy Day.

There are many people I need
to thank for helping me over these
past six years. First, two people
who no longer are serving on the
council, my first runningmate,
Maryanne Kochut and our own
Frecholder John Pulomena. Con-
gratulations to John on being re-
clected to serve all the residents
of Middlesex County. Both,
Maryanne and John taught me
how to be a public servant and I
appreciate that and thank them.

Also, thanks to all the Demo-
cratic Committee people who al-
ways work so hard for me and
who always treated me well. My
thanks to all of you. To all the resi-

AipA SANTOS
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
BRANCH MANAGER

Durham Ave. & Hamilton Blvd
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 757-5868
Fax (908) 757-0494 i

dents and businesses in our Bor-
ough, thank you for accepting me
with open arms. Hopefully, you
will feel I made a positive contri-
bution to our Borough. I also

want to thank the employees of

our Borough, especially -those
whom I worked with in the pub-
lic works and engineering depart-
ments. Although we have not al-
ways agreed on everything, I al-
ways tried to respect your opin-
ions and I know you did the same
in return.

I also would be remiss if I
didn’t thank the many profession-
als who have worked so hard to
sce that our Borough is always
moving forward. One, however,
needs special mention — our
Borough  artorney, Patrick
Diegnan — a man who works day
and night to make sure that we
do things right and who never
asks for any accolades for him-
self. Well, you are going to get
some accolades. I believe that I
have spoken to Patrick Diegnan
more in these last six years than
anyone else. I constantly called
him with questions and he has
never been too busy to help me.
He was a tremendous asset to our
mayor and council and ’'m hon-
ored to call him my friend.

Also, T want to thank my fam-
ily, especially my wife Ray Jean,
who I'm sure had no idea of what
she was getting herself into five
years ago. She was always accept-
ing of the fact that I wasn’t going
to be home because of this meet-
ing or that meeting and actually
may have considered it a bless-
ing, but no more dear—I will be
home every night. Thank you for
your understanding and support.
Also to my parents, who really
deserve the credit for shaping me
into the person you see before you
today. They instilled in me a
strong worth ethic and a strong
sense of service. I would like ev-
eryone to recognize them today.

Finally, my second family, the
mayor and council. I have been
constantly in awe of the time and
dedication these individuals sit-
ting to my right have put in to
make our Borough the best it
could be. They are all very wor-
thy of the positions they hold.

Dennis Cerami, you are a great
asset for our volunteer services and
I have a tremendous respect for

him because of that. Occasion-
ally we may have disagreed, but I
always appreciated his point of
view.

Darlene Pinto is as tireless a
worker who has ever sat on this
council. She says what she be-
lieves, even if it goes against the
majority. Darlene you are a true
asset to this council, don’t ever
change. However, there is one
thing 1 would like you to change
— stop calling my house at 11
p-m. with questions or issues. You
can still call me, but please make
it a little carlier.

What can I say about Ed Kubala
that everyone doesn’t already
know. He is the most caring per-
son any of us will ever meet. All
he wants to do is what’s right for
this town. We are all lucky to have
him working everyday for this
Borough.

The job Ray Petronko has done
during your first term is remark-
able. You deserved to be reelected.
Continue to work hard for the kids
and the seniors. They need you.

Jim Vokral is probably one of
the most unselfish people I know
and I thank him for being a calm-
ing influence on me. Jim please
keep your eye on Ray, he won’t
have me around to kick him un-
der the dais when he talks too
long.

Finally, Mayor Dan Gallagher,
seeing him working every day for
this town is something I have
marveled at. His command of the
history of this Borough is second
to none. Anyone who knows Dan,
knows that he is a tough leader.
He expects you to work just as
hard as he does for the people.
With all due respect to all those
mayors who have come before
him or will come after him, I be-
lieve that the record will show that
Dan Gallagher was the greatest
mayor ever. It has been an honor
and a privilege to work under him.

In closing, I just want to tell
you how much I have enjoyed this
cxperience and hopefully when
you look back on my record, you
will come to the conclusion that T
have made a positive contribution
to this great Borough.

Please accept my wishes for a
happy, healthy and prosperous
2001.

THANK YOU,

VINCENT BUTTIGLIERI

The Family Place §

Hair Salon

307 OaAk TREE AVE
SOUTH PLAINFIELD
908-668-8397

Tues~Wed~Thurs~Fri
8;1111-4-].)111
S.)[urdays~6:45 am-3 pm
Closed Sundays & Mondays

[ Find what you’re looking
fOrin the
Business & Professional Section

Every week in the Observer.
To advertise, call 908-668-0010.
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John Mocharski and Bishop Vincent DePaul Breen.

Bishop Breen Honors Parishioners

Marie Dolinski
Mocharski of

and John
Sacred Heart

Church and Caroline A. Yankoski

of Our Lady of Czestochowa
Church, were awarded the Medal
Regina Nostra at ceremonies held
at the Cathedral of St. Francis of
Assisi in Metuchen last Sunday.
The Most Reverend Vincent De
Paul Breen, bishop of Metuchen

presided at the ceremonies.

The award is presented to pa-
rishioners in recognition of their
outstanding vulonteer service to
their parish and their church. the
Catholic Church and the Lord.

The medal draws its name
from the patronage of the Blessed
Lady, the patroness of the
Metuchen Diocese.

GFWC Suburban Woman’s
Club Meeting Announced

The Greater Federation of
Woman Clubs (GFWC) Suburban
Woman’s Club of South Plainficld

“held its monthly meeting on Jan.

4 at the American Legion Hall,
Oak Tree Road.

Margaret Reedy, club member
and hospitality chairperson, pre-
sented the day’s program, “Your
Skin: Beauty and You”. Club

members participated in the pro-
gram.

Future programs will include
timely topics such as the history
of quilting and geriatric drugs.
Plans for a theatre party and a
spring flea market are now in the
works.

For further publicity info: call
Donna Egan at 908-561-7935

PAL To Offer Senior
Citizen Walking Club

Walking serves as a great way
to get in shape, as well as a way
to get outside and to get some
fresh air.

Starting next week on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, South Plainfield

senior citizens have the opportu-

nity to do just that. Interested se-
niors can join the Walking Club,
from 9 am. to 10 a.m. at the PAL
Building, 1250 Maple Ave., South
Plainfield.

For more information, please

call the PAL Building at 226-7713.

¥ % K

Introduces a Certified

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN

e Kk

Begins June 25
for Kids K-2nd grade
* Pool * Movies * Trips °
* Sports * Arts & Crafts
(Weekly and monthly rates)

1615 Clinton Ave. For Info, Call:
South Plainfield 908-753-4477

*PRE SCHOOL
*KINDERGARTEN
*SUMMER CAMP*
*DAYCARE*

12 months-9years old

REGISTRATION

for all programs is
Monday, Feb. 5,
7am-3pm

School Board
Candidacy

Information
Available

Ellen B. Johnson, South Plain-
field’s Business Administrator, has
announced the deadline for filing
nominating petitions to run for
positions on the South Plainfield
Board of Education is 4 p.m.,
Monday, Feb. 26, 2001. The elec-
tion is scheduled for Tucsday,
April 17, 2001.

Prospective school board can-
didates can obtain a “School
Board Candidate Kit” at the dis-
trict office at 305 Cromwell Place,
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. daily.
Published by the New Jersey
School Boards Association, the
School Board Candidate Kit in-
cludes information about legal
qualifications for school board
candidacy, campaign procedures,
and the role of the school board
member. Information about the
New Jersey School Ethics Act,
important dates in the school elec-
tion process, and briefing sessions
for school board candidates are
also included in the kit.

“I urge citizens who believe
they can make a contribution to
their communities’ schools to con-
sider board of education member-
ship,” said Patti J. Pawling, NJSBA
president. “Serving on your local
school board doesn’t require a
degree in education. The most
important attribute a candidate
can bring to office is a sincere
interest in your community, its
children and their education.”

ST ST
To be Held
Next Saturday

The Middlesex @ County
Health Department will be
holding a Rabies Clinic on Jan
20 from 9 am. to 1 p.m. at the
Borough Garage located on the
corner of Spicer and Belmont
Avenues.

The clinic is for both cats and
dogs. Residents are urged to
bring their pets for inoculation.
Dog and cat licenses will be
available. Cats must be brought .
in a carrier.

For further information, call
226-7631.

Barbara Harris (left), art teacher and SPEA Chief Building Representative at Riley
School, presents a check from the Riley staff to Ann Marie Romanko, school
nurse. The check was used to purchase K-Mart gift certificates, which Mrs. Romanko
later distributed to Riley’s needy families, as part of SPEA's annual holiday fund

raising drive.

Successful Holiday Fund
Drive Held by SPEA

The South Plainfield Education
Association, comprised of teach-
ers, secretaries, and classroom
and duty aides, conducted its an-

" nual Needy Family Fund Drive

for the holiday season. The fund
drive was highly successful and
allowed the nurse at each school
to distribute K-Mart gift certifi-
cates to families in need of assis-
tance throughout the community.

The Needy Family Fund Drive
is just one of the charitable efforts

conducted each year by the
SPEA. Other projects include the
SPEA Scholarship Fund, dona-
tions to Vision 2000, and finan-
cial support of Project Gradua-
tion, the Music Boosters, South
Plainfield High School athletic
programs, and other clubs and
activities. Over the years the
SPEA has donated over $65,000
to these various educational and
community projects.

Recycling Hours For
Martin L. King, Jr. Holiday

The South Plainfield Recycling
Center on Kenneth Ave. will be
closed for the Martin Luther King,
Jr. holiday. The Recycling Center
will be closed on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 16 and will be open instead
on Wednesday, Jan. 17, from 12
noon to 7 p.m.

Both the Recycling Center and
the Yard Waste Site will be open
as usual on Saturday, Jan. 13,
from 8 am. to 3 p.m.

The regular schedule at the
Recycling Center is Tuesdays, 12
to 7 p.m. and Fridays and Satur-
days, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Yard
Waste Site is open only on Satur-
days from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. until

the spring.

For updates, call the recycling
hotline at (803) 226-7620. Visit
our website at www.southplain-
fieldnj.com

Attention Voters in
Districts 6 and 11

Beginning with the Special
School Referendum to be held
on Tuesday, March 6, the poll-
ing place for residents in Dis-
tricts 6 and 11 will be the South
Plainfield Rescue Squad Build-
ing at 2520 Plinfield Ave.

For further information, call
Maty Blue at (908) 226-7606.

Now with
2 locations for
your convenience

1110 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield

(908) 668-1951

1500 St. Georges Ave.
- Avenel

(732) 750-9286

Physical Therapy Center

oF WOODBRIDGE & SoutH PILAINFIELD

* TMJ

888-216-9100

Lynne Glasser-Sward - p.. Lic# QA02309
?«m' Orthopedic Rehabilitation

* Back & Neck Pain
* Most Insurance Plans Welcome
* Most HMO’s/ PPO’s Accepted
* Medicare Approved
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AARP'MeeTing and

Events
January 19 & February

AARP Chapter 4144 will
meet on Jan. 19, 12:30 p.m., at
the PAL. A slide-lecture called,
“The New Jersey Trivia,” will be
presented by Professor William
E. Dunscombe, and deals with
New Jersey history, standards,
symbols and natural history. The
lecture will end by having a sing-
a-long. All are welcome

AARPY will also sponsor an
overnight trip to Atlantic City
and the Three Little Bakers The-
ater on Feb. 21 and 22, 2001.
Transportation, admission,
show and lunch at Baker’s, lodg-
ing in Atlantic City with conti-
nental breakfast; $20 casino bo-
nus, beef and seafood dinner are
included. Hotel and restaurant
gratuities included. Double oc-
cupancy is $155, single is $185.

For reservations, call Mary at
(732) 752-3764.

Rec Announces Trip to
Papermill Playhouse
May 9

The South Plainfield Recre-
ation Department is sponsoring
a trip to the Papermill Playhouse
to see Funny Girl.

The bus leaves the PAL at
12:30 p.m. Cost is $35 per per-
son. Register at the PAL on
Maple Ave.

Sponsoring Trip fo See
The Lion King
July 5, 2001
- The Rec Department is spon-
soring a trip to Broadway to see
The Lion King on July 5, 2001.
The cost is $95 per person and
includes your ticket and the bus.
Purchase your ticket at the PAL.
The bus Jeaves at 4 p.m.
The PAL is open weekdays
8:30 am. to 5 p.m.

PAL Trip o Cape Cod,
Massachusetts Offered
September 10-14, 2001

The PAL is sponsoring a 5- |

day, 4-night trip to Cape Cod,
with a visit to Foxwoods Casino,

( Submit your Events )
for Around Town:

Mail or drop off stories and pho-
tos to South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080, or fax-
(908)668-8819; _email

Kggnan@aol.com. ¥

Sept. 10-14, 2001.

The trip package includes four
nights accommodations, four
breakfasts, four dinners, includ-
ing a lobster bake, fully escorted
tours of the Hyannis area, the
historic Massachusetts towns of
Sandwich, Boston, Quincy Mar-
ket, Plymouth and Province-
town and the Hyannis Harbor
Cruise.

A visit to Foxwoods Casino
enroute home, an evening of en-
tertainment, a welcome recep-
tion, baggage handling, all taxes
and standard gratuities and
motorcoach transportation will
all also be included in this trip.

Prices are $325 per person
double, triple and quad occu-
pancy. Single supplement is $78.

For more information and res-
ervations, contact Mike English
at (908) 226-7714.

Multi-Class Reunion
Planned

An invitation has been ex-
tended to all SPHS graduates
from Sandi Spisso Connelly and
Bobby Cobb, SPHS Class of
1969. :

The 1969 alumni are planning
a special “Golden 50th Birth-
day” Class Reunion for May of
2001, to be held as an all day
outdoor event at Forest Lodge
in Warren. Many people from a
diverse range of graduating
classes find the idea of a multi-
class reunion appealing. It offers
an excellent way to renew old
friendships. Some classes lack
reunion coordinators, sufficient
number of alumni or both.

In view of this interest, we, of
the Class of 1969, have opened
the invitation for the event to &/l
SPHS alumni. The 60’s Board-
walk theme will celebrate all

RABIES

DATE:

The South Plainfield Health Department
Is Conducting Its Annual

2 South Plainfield Borough Garage

(corner of Spicer and Belmont Ave.)
Dog and Cat Owners are urged to bring
their pets for innoculation.

Dog & Cat Licenses Will Be Available

Please Note: Cats must be in a carrier

Saturday, January 20, 2001
9:00 am-1:00 pm

CLINIC

At the

those who once walked the halls
of South Plainfield High School.

Pass the word to all alumni you
have contact with. If they have an
interest, contact either Sandy
Spisso Connelly or Bobby Cobb
at the following email addresses:
spdcon@aol.com or racobb@
epix.neto

Tourette Syndrome
Meetings
Jan 11, March 8, May 10

The Tourette Syndrome Asso-
ciation of Middlesex/Union
County Family Support Group
meetings have been scheduled
for the following dates, Thurs-
day, Jan. 11, March 8 and May
10. The meetings are held at JEK
Medical Center in Edison, in the
Neuroscience Institute Depart-
ment, from 7 to 9 p.m. Please
note that the meeting night is
different.

For more information, call
732-283-1439 after 6 p.m. or
contact Www.tsanj.org.

KISMET Events
January 13, 18 and 27

“Culinary Seductions” Full
Participation Cooking Class for
singles will rake place on Satur-
day, Jan. 13, from 7-11 p.m. at
Classic Thyme Cooking School,
161 East Broad St. in Westfield.
Cost is $65 at the door and in-
cludes class and four course
meal.

“The Basics of Investing: Sur-
viving Market Volatility” will
take place on Thursday, Jan. 18,
7:30-10 p.m. at 109 North Ave.,
Second Floor, Westfield. There
will be ample parking. Cost of
$10 at the door includes presen-
tation and refreshments.

For info, call (908) 232-8827
or contact www.thatskismet.com.

What Would You Do For
Romance? A full participation
game show for singles will be
held on Saturday, Jan. 27 from
8:30 to 11 p.m. at the Bravo
Center located at 1100 South
Ave.—upper level in Westfield.
The cost is $30 at the door and
includes game show, refresh-
ments and prizes.

For further information on
any of these events, contact KIS-
MET at (908) 232-8827 or visit
www.thatskismet.com.

Find what

forin the

Business &
Professional
Section

Every week in the
Observer.

To advertise, call

908-668-0010.

Grant Central Sixth Elementary
Announces Honor Roll

High Honor Roll:

Julianne Bosse, Kiran U.
Budhan, Christopher J. Burke,
Dana J. Cacciatore, Samantha
Cihanowyz, Samantha Lynn
Granski, Katie L. Hardy, Amanda
Harzula, Cassandra N. Hoffman,
Brittany A. Hollis, Daniel J.
Hubner, Gauri Joshi, Wael R.
Kanj, Phuong T. Le, Joy M.
Maszczak, Dale W. McCook,
Sherif H. Moharem, Sampson
Quang Nguyen, Leslie Elpidia
Quicha, Kate E. Reichert, Karla
Reyes, Daniel A. Sambat, Chris-
topher J. Stallone, Michael E.
Stallone, Lauren N. Stoeckel.

Honor Roll:

Michelle Anne Alcantara,
David Alston, Michelline Anim,
William P. Ashault ITI, Joseph M.
Attanasio, Sean R. Battison, Jake
Bayak, Daniel E. Becker, Nicole
M. Benak, Amber S. Berkowitz,
Paige N. Berkowitz, Tina J.
Bijlani, Dorian A. Bishop, Chris-
topher M. Bizup, Ryan Albert
Bovee, Megan L. Boyle, Court-
ney Breland, Steven V. Breslaw,
Caitlyn A. Brindley, Melissa A.
Budhan and Gina M. Butrico.

John P Carigma, Cynthia B.
Carlson, Anthony J. Cassano,
Derika Y. Catalano, Ashelyanne
Chosney, Jonathan T. Clary, Jen-
nifer L. Copeland, Kyle Corrado,
Joseph Roy Cupo, Ryan E Curtis
and Ashlee Cybulski.

Rebecca Dacchille, Desirae
Davis, Louis O. DeLosSantos,
Nicholas A. DeSimone, Charles
L. Decker 111, Jenna L. DeLillo,
Harrison 2. Donahue, Nicholas
A. Dorcy, Kelly M. Downes,
Jack-Duyphong Duong, Kath-
leen A. Eder, Ryan M. Egan,
Anthony J. Ettore, Matthew J.
Fabino, Alexandra L. Fodor,
Melissa R. Franzson, Lauren N.
Frazzano, Ryan C. Fredericks,
Nicole A. Freitas, Lauren
Catherine Fry and Angela M.
Furka.

Kimberly A. Galinsky, Donna
M. Garcia, Ashleigh R. Gaspari,
Michael A. George, Michael J.
George, Crystal J. Ghanem,
Garrett B. Gianneschi, Matthew
R. Gigantino, Erick Gonzalez,
Crystal A. Gorman, Matthew J.

Gross, Allison D. Harty, An-
gelica E Hebreo, Christopher
@ Herbster o Nicholas @D
Hogan, Sara B. Holbrook,
Britney D. Hollaway, Asia N.
Hollis, Fred L. Hooks III,
Padmani Itarwu, Lalchan
Jainarine, Michael J. Jakubik
and Barney B. Johnson.

Ryan J. Kamen, Rebecca A.
Keller, Brittany M. Kennedy,
Marissa R. Kline, Christine M.
Lanza, Richard D. Le, Ashley L.
Little, Jennifer L. Little, Philip
J. Luzny and Kyle J. Lykes.

Amanda E. Makowski, Taylor
J. Mandel, Brittany A. Marino,
Jaliz M. Marrero, Heather L.
Martin, Samuel A. Martin,
Melvin G. Martinez, Nicole J.
Mathew, Robert A. Mathis,
Stephanie L. Mazurak, Daniel J.
McCreesh, Erin M. McGill,
Nicole Christian Miglis, Jacque-
lyn N. Miller, Ryan P. Miller, Jen-
nifer R. Mocerino, Carrie G.
Moore, Anthony A. Moretti and
Susan E. Mott.

Krista L. Natale, A Phi P
Nguyen, Katheryn'K. Noonan,
Brittney C. O’Brien, Tara L.
O’Keefe, Lelosa Ogbevoen, Jen-
nifer L. Okuszki, Justin M.
Panzarella, Stephen P. Parello,
Nicholas J. Pasquale, Aarti B.
Patel, Justin M. Pauls, Jenna L.
Pein, Elizabeth K. Pisack, Kelly
N. Piwowar, Victoria L. Plasse,
Christopher R. Pollin, Jessica S.
Pryor and Thomas J. Pryor.

Martily Ramagado, Tabitha A.
Ramnath, Jessica L. Ranger,
Trevor J. Rastelli, Selene M.
Rayho, Stephen J. Richard,
James Rivas, Kyla C. Rouse, Jes-
sica L. Rousseau, Kimberly D.
Russell, Joseph L. Scarpitto,
Christina M. Schuetz, Lori A.
Sepkowski, Aboussami Sheikh,
Esmeralda L. Silvonek, Gary W.
Stark Jr. and John L. Sullivan IV.

Sabrina G. Tantillo, Geovana
A. Toca, Michael A. Troia, Jo-
seph M. Turrise, Dean ‘A.
Tuwaidan, Anthony D Valle, Jes-
sica L. Vasquez, Alexandra C.
Viscosi, Sean N. Walsh, Timo-
thy Jared Williams, Jalisa
Williamson, Brittanie M. Wong,
Peter Yeung and Luigi A.
Zieccardo.

Sacred Heart Begins New
Weekend Mass Schedule

Sacred Heart RC Church has
changed the times of their weekend
mass schedule. The new Saturday
evening and Sunday schedule is al-
ready in effect.

Saturday evening mass is now at 5
p-m. Sunday masses are at 8, 9:30 and
11:30 am.

Weekday masses are 7 a.m., except
on Mondays, 9 a.m. in the church and
12 noon in the chapel. Monday
evening there is a 3 p.m. mass.

On Holy days a vigil mass will be
held at 7 p.m. and the holy day masses
will be held at 7 and 9 a.m., 12:10
p.m.anda7 p.m.

TAX RETURNS PREPARED ° WILLS, CLOSINGS
INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS * PERSONAL INJURY
WORKERS COMPENSATION

PAUL W. GRZENDA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
SO. PLAINFIELD OFFICE Tel.: (908) 769-8602
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We know who the Sampton Ave. gargoyle is routing for in the playoffs.

By Kenneth Morgan

Once again, it’s Friday and
here’s news from the South Plain-
field Library:

The Library will be closed on
Sunday and Monday in obser-
vance of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day.

Taesday will be the last day for
the present group from the CD
Circuit. CDs can be borrowed,
four at a time, for two weeks.

We’re back on our usual
Storytime schedule next week. The
programs are held on Tuesday
morning at 10:30, Wednesday
evening at 6:30 and Thursday af-
ternoon at 1:15. Each program
lasts about an hour, includes sto-
ries and a craft activity, and is for
children ages three and over. You
don’t need to pre-register for this
program. If you have any ques-
tions, check with Children’s Li-
brarian Linda Hansen.

We have a couple of new dis-
plays in place; both can be seen
throughout the month. The dis-
play wall features landscape pho-
tos by local resident J.W. Pierce,
while the display cabinet features
selections from our periodical
collection.

If the recent New Year’s snow-
storm demonstrated anything, it’s
the fact that i’s sometimes im-
possible (or inadvisable) to go to
the Library. This is a particular
problem for the elderly and infirm
among our patrons. There is,
however, a way we can help. The
Edith Goodrich Homebound Pro-

gram provides materials for such

Specialty Gift Baskets

Gourmet coffee, tea, popcorn,
crackers and cheeses.

Vol 2

Flowers & Fancy Foods

28884¢Q

2325 Plainfield Ave.
So. Plainfield, NJ (908) 561-2808
Corporate Accountants Welcome.
Major Credit Cards

patrons with a minimum of ef-
fort required. All you have to do
is call us and sign up. Volunteers
will bring you the materials you
want to borrow and pick them
up when you’re finished. If
you’re interested, please call and
check with our Director, Sundra
Fenn, about the details. Besides,
we freely admit that, when bliz-
zard conditions hit this area,
you’ve got more important things
to do besides worrying about
your Library books.

Since we’re now officially in the
21 Century, it seems pretty ap-
propriate to announce another
advance in the Library’s level of
technology. We’re now equipped
to send out overdue and reserve
notices via email. If you’d like to
be contacted this way, just let us
know your email address. Once
it’s registered on your record, our
comptiter will automatically start
scnding such messages to your
email account. (And no Spam,
we promise!) However, if you'd
rather stick to telephone calls or
regular mailers, just don’t tell us
your email address, or ask us to
remove it from your file. And,
before you ask, we’re not yet
equipped to send notices via ho-
lograms; that’s still a few years
away.

Most of you, by now, have re-
ceived one of the official signs of
the New Year: Your State and Fed-
eral Tax Forms. We, too, have re-
ceived such forms, and we’re
making them available to you. Tax
forms are located on the rack and
on nearby shelves next to our

. Adult Fiction section. If you need

a particular form and don’t see it
there, go to the main desk and
ask the Reference Librarian for
assistance. And, in consideration
of your fellow taxpayers, please
limit the number of forms you
take to the barc minimum you
need. Don’t deprive someone else
the materials they need to render
unto Caesar etc. etc.

That's all for this week. See you
next Friday for more.

Sgacred Heart
Church

149 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ

Very Rev. John Paul
Alvarado, Pastor

Mass Schedule:

Saturday Evening Mass 5:00 p.r.
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:35 a.m.
Weekdays 9:00 a.m. (church)

Sacrament of Reconciliation

and after 5 p.m. Vigil Mass

Monday Eve. Mass with Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers 7 p.m.
Holy Days 7 p.m. (Vigil); 7 and 9 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Saturday 11 a.m.- 12 noon, 4:15-4:45 p.m.

SPHS Cheerleading Team Roster is seniors Lacey Walter, Jennifer Reynolds, Kristen Anderson, Kristyn Ciariarello, Veronica

SONFER

#

Zappi, Kristen Turner, Jessie Spayder, Justina Carubia, John Tempe; Juniors, Adina Ramos, Gina D'urso, Brielle Anderson,
Billie Jean Sarullo, Jennifer Butrico, Dan Butrico, Jennifer Bodyl; freshman, Arielle Fumosa, Carly Stockel, Matt Santone,

Miguel Garcia.

SPHS Cheerleaders Preparing for Competition

By Patricia Abbott

Cheerleading today is a far cry
from the stereotypical pony-tailed,
dizzy females of years gone by. It
has become a big sport in its own
right. Gone are the days of just
being there to support a basket-
ball team and entertainment dur-
ing quarters. Cheerleaders are ath-
letes who work every bit as hard
as any ball team. Members, both
male and female, must be in top
physical shape in order to com-
pete in this strenuous sport. The
South Plainfield Competition
Cheerleading team is no excep-
tion.

South Plainfield High School’s
Competition Cheerleading Team
is working hard with coaches
Leanne Roudi and Georgeann
Larsen to perfect their routines
for upcoming competitions.

The 22 member coed team prac-
tices five days a week for 2%
hours at a time. Roudi and Larsen
have been with the team since its
inception three years ago. Roudi
said; “This year’s team is ex-
tremely close with one another
and works very well with each
other. They have a lot of respect
for one another and they are very
dedicated to their team.”

A competition team differs from
basketball cheerleading in several
ways, the team performs the same
routine the entire season and they
do not cheer at sporting events
but compete exclusively. Compe-
tition between schools is tough
and professionals are brought in
for both the dance moves and mu-
sic. The SPHS team’s routines are
created by professional choreog-
rapher Nadine Paigen of the Uni-
versal Cheerleading Association
(UCA). The team worked with
her 3 days a week learning the
routine and stunts. The routine is
2Y minutes long and consists of
a one minute cheer and a 1%
minute dance. Coach Leeanne
Roudi noted that, “My tcam con-
sist of great athletes. It is not as
easy to throw a girl 25 feet in the
air and catch her on the way
down. It is a very serious sport
that takes a lot of strength and
physical activity. There is no break
in the routine, for 2% minutes
they are in constant motion.” In
the summer the team attends a
mandatory three-day camp with

their coaches.

Their first competition is Jan.
21 at Jackson Memorial High
School. They will also compete
at the World Cup held at Free-
hold Boro High School on Jan.
27. The team will host their own
competition sponsored by the
Booster Club on Feb. 10. It will
start at 9 and run throughout the
day. The high school and middle
school will be. opening up the dif-
ferent divisions.

They are also planning on at-
tending the Nationals in Florida
at Disneyworld on Feb. 24 and
25. This will be the team’s first
trip to Nationals. The team will

compete in the ESPN Studios
when they are in Florida. Coach
Roudi said, “They are working
very hard everyday to make this
trip a success. I am very proud of
them and all the time they put in
to make things perfect.” The hard
work goes beyond just cheering,
they are working at raising
enough money to travel to the
Nationals. The cost per team
member is over $600. They are
seeking donations from local busi-
nesses to help to raise the money
for this trip. Donations can be
made to SPHS Cheering, c/o
Leanne Roudi, 14 Lench Ave.,
Edison NJ 08820.

Creative Kids Announces
Full-Day Kindergarten

Creative Kids Academy, located
on Clinton Ave. will be register-
ing children for their new full-day
kindergarten, starting with the fall
semester.

Sue Ashnault, the schools di-
rector, explained that the full-day
kindergarten will include classes
in ‘science, computers, reading
readiness, math, literature and
many other activities. Children
will also receive individualized
instruction from certified teach-
S

In addition to full-day kinder-

garten, registration will also be
accepted for their Pre-school,
Summer Camp and Day Care pro-
grams. Summer Camp begins on
June 25 and includes movies,
pool, trips and sports, arts and
crafts and is open to kids kinder-
garten through second grade. Day
Care is open for children ages 12
months through 9 years old.

Registration will be accepted
on Monday, Feb. 5 from 7 am. to
3 p.m.

For further information, call
753-4477.

HAIr » COLOR
Make-Ur

908.769.8330
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25 South Plainfleld Ave
South Plainfield,NJ 07080
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Volunteers Appointed at Annual

Appointments by Mayor Daniel J. Gallagher

NAME BOARD EXPIRES
George Deluca Construction Board of

AppealsAlt.-Building Dec. 31, 2002
Esther Armstead Health Advisory Board Dec. 31, 2003
Walter Kalman Health Advisory Board Dec. 31, 2003
Guy Ferri (or his Library Board-
appointed alt.)  Superintendent of Schools  Dec. 31, 2001
Steven Magura Library Board Dec. 31, 2005
Peter Richkus Traffic Safety Advisory

Committee Dec. 31, 2003
Kathy DiMeglio Traffic Safety Advisory

Committee Dec. 31, 2003
Paul Grzenda Traffic Safety Advisory

Committee Dec. 31, 2003
Frank Mikorski  Traffic Safety Advisory

Com.-Bd of Ed liaison Dec. 31, 2001
Joseph Glowacki Traffic Safety Advisory

Committee-DPW rep Dec. 31, 2001
Kenneth Laverne/ Traffice Safety Advisory
Karl Schuetz Com.-Police Dept reps Dec. 31, 2001
Denis Cerami Youth Guidance

Council-Council Liaison Dec. 31, 2001
John Rayho Board of Adjustment Dec. 31, 2004
Don Alexa Board of Adjustment Dec. 31, 2004
Joseph
DiFrancesco, Jr. Board of Adjustment-Alt. 1 Dec. 31, 2002

Tell your love
the secrets of your heart.
Shout it, whisper it, write it....

Just say you're...

o

~VALENTINE

i a special Obsenven
Volextine's Day ad.

message in the Feb. 9 issue for $10.

Remember your special people... spouse,
boy or girlfriend, grandparents, kids ...

For information
call 908-668-0010. &

POSANSN

o We will publish your Valentine’s Day

i NAME

BOARD 4 EXPIRES
Gary Rohrer Planning Board-Class IV Dec. 31, 2004
William Miller Planning Board-Class [V Dec. 31, 2004
Paul Grzenda Planning Board-Alternate Il Dec. 31, 2001
John Pabst Planning Board-Class |l Dec. 31, 2001
Larry Randolph Environmental
Commission-Chair Dec. 31, 2001

Emil Leporino
Michael Pisack
Gary Rohrer

Kelly Keiser
Mildred Waldron
Wesley Spear, Il
Ray Petronko
Dennis Cerami

Environmental Commission Dec.
Environmental Commission Dec.
Liaison from Planning Board
to Environmental Com.
Environmental Commission
Recreation Commission
Mayor’s rep to Library Bd
Mayor’'s HCD rep
Council Liaison to
Traffic Safety

31, 2003
31, 2003

Dec. 31, 2001
Dec.31, 2001
Dec. 31, 2005
Dec. 31, 2001
Dec. 31, 2001

Dec. 31, 2001

& )
2001 Hearing
Dates for
Planning Board

January 9 July 10
January 23 July 24
February 13 August 14
February 27 August 28
March 13 Sept. 11
March 27 Sept. 25
April 10 Oct. 9
April 24 Oct, 23
May 8 Now. 13
May 22 Nov. 27
June 12 el
June 26 Dec 25

t(Nn meeting)

From Mayor Dan Gallagher...
More Open Space, Keeping Taxes Down

I want to thank everyone who is
here today for helping us celebrate
our American Democracy. Ray
Petronko and Bob Cusick validate
what so many have fought and died
to preserve. No shots were fired, there
were no demonstrations in the streets,
and there weren’t even any hanging
chads! Simply by placing their hands
on the bible and taking the oath of
office, Ray and Bob became repre-
sentatives of the people.

Bob, savor this special day. You will
never experience another one like it. I
know you are nervous and you
should be. You are now entrusted to
do the people’s business; it is a daunt-
ing responsibility. You should always
approach your duties as a member of
this council with the same serious-
ness that you do today. You have a
great role model in Ray Petronko. Ray
has an outstanding record of accom-
plishments in his three short years on
the Borough Council. As council li-
aison to the Recreation Commission,
he has overseen the improvements to
virtually every one of our parks and
the upgrading of all of South
Plainfield’s recreational facilities, in-
cluding the expansion of our PAL.
When an issue is before the council,
Ray asks one simple question,
“What’s best for the people and what
do I have to do to accomplish it?”
Bob, if you follow Ray’s lead, you'll
be an excellent public servant.

There was never a year like the year
2000 in South Plainficld! More has
been accomplished in the last 12
months than during the prior 20
years. After decades of talk, in Sep-
tember, we broke ground on the
Borough’s first ever senior housing
project. Before this year is out, our
seniors will be moving in to 100 units
of affordable apartments designed to

fit their needs.

Less than a month later, we
witnessed the demolition of
the old Shell station to clear the
way for a 10,000-square-foot
state-of-the-art Senior
Recreation Center.
This center, including
all of the site work,
parking lot, lighting
and landscaping, will
be built without
spending one cent of tax dollars. Even
the furniture will be paid for with a
state grant. No single project shows
this council’s innovative approach to
difficult projects than our new Se-
nior Recreation Center. Construction
will start in late spring and by this
time next year, our seniors will be en-
joying their new home.

It’s appropriate that these two
projects will serve our senior citizens,
because our seniors have been work-
ing for South Plainfield their entire
lives.

The third jewel in the year 2000
was the beginning of construction of
a 14,000-square-foot addition to our
PAL Recreation Center. Construc-
tion is progressing on schedule and
our young people will be enjoying
their improved recreational facilities
by summer. Special thanks must go
to Recreation Director Michael En-
glish and the Recreation Commission
for never giving up and coming up
with both an architectural design and
a financial plan to make the addition
to the PAL a reality.

While all of this was going on, an
additional 21 roads were repaved on
a “pay-as-you-go” basis and the
houses at the intersection of Park Ave.
and Oak Tree Rd. were demolished
which doubled the size of Putnam
Park. Because of the farsightedness of

the council, that corner is

now permanently preserved
from development. It
couldn’t have happened with-
out the support of our free-
holders, who provided South
Plainfield with $1 million
dollars to acquire the
homes. On behalf of all

of the citizens of South

Plainfield, I want to say
thank you to our Mid-
dlesex County Ereeholders.

Let’s be honest...the year 2000 is
going to be a hard act to follow; but
there are important projects that need
to be done this year.

* We must act immediately to pre-
serve additional open space in South
Plainfield. I am happy to announce
that we have reached a tentative agree-
ment with the owner of the 10-acre
tract at the corner of Tompkins and
Clinton avenues. A proposal was al-
ready presented to the Planning
Board to build 15 homes on that
site. As a result of the quick response
of the governing body, a plan has
been approved by the Middlesex
County Open Space Committee to
permanently designate that site as
open space. The cost to acquire the
property is estimated to be $750,000;
90% of the funding will come from
the county. Therefore for a payment
of only $75,000, our residents will
forever be able to enjoy an additional
10 acres of pristine land.

* 1 will also ask the council to des-
ignate the 15-acre parcel at the inter-
section of Hamilton Blvd. and Bel-
mont Ave. as open space. If devel-
oped, an additional 60 homes could
be built. When these open space des-
ignations are complete, this mayor
and council will have preserved over
100 acres from development. Our
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Zoning Board of
Adjustment
Hearing Dates

January 2 July 3
January 16 July 17
January 30 July 31

2001 Council
Agenda/Public Meetings

The following meeting dates have been approved by the Mayor
and Council. All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accor-
dance with New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et
seq.) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue, South
Plainfield, New Jersey.

AGENDA MEETINGS
Thursday, January 11
Monday, February 5 ..
Tuesday, February 20
Monday, March 5 ...
Monday, March 19 ..

PUBLIC MEETINGS
o <teeneene Thursday, January 18
.. Thursday, February 8
.. Thursday, February 22
. Thursday, March 8
. Thursday, March 22

February 6 August 7 MOngay. ?\pri'; 36 ........................... .Iﬂursgay, ﬁpri: fg
ARG TR S onday FApril 16 S e . Thursday, Apri
ML;;‘:;\ 3 S;g]i}* Monday, May 7 .... .. Thursday, May 10
3 i Monday, May 21 ... .. Thursday, May 24
R Sepe 18 Monday, June 4 .. .. Thursday, June 7
April 3 Oct. 2 Mondal, unel 185, .. Lt e it Thursday, June 21
April 17 Oct. 16 Monday, JUIVIT 6 . Sl b e oel Thursday, July 19
e - - May 1 Oct. 30 Monday, A A
Borough Attorney Patrick Diegnan administers the oath to Andrew Hodulick, }\/Iazl 15 N:w. 6% Tu%r;d?;l, Slé%:lesrt'nzboer A 1{23::32;' é:g;’:;;g‘zr 6
Thomas Lanza and Mary Blue who received special appointments from the council. May 29 Nov. 20 Monday, September 17.  Thursday, September 20
z Monday, October 1 Th dy0$b4
. . June 5 Dec. 4 onday, October 1 .... .. Thursday, October
Spe(“al AppOIntmentS bv the June 19 Dec. 18 Monday, October 15 .. .. Thursday, October 18

Monday, November 5
Monday, December 3 ....
Monday, December 17*

.. Thursday, November 8
.. Thursday, December 6

South Plainfield Council

*No meeting

...................... Thursday, December 20*

l\h/llAMEBl gObSI_ITIAON EXPIRES * (fneeded)
ary Blue ublic Agency H
Compliance Officer Dec. 31, 2001 Slte Plan
Andrew Hodulik Borough Auditor Dec. 31, 2001 3 1
Thomas Lanza Borough Prosecutor Dec. 31, 2001 slvlllb gomglttee
Edward Santoro Public Defender Dec. 31, 2001 in
Richard Lorentzen  Tax Search Officer Dec. 31, 2001 ee g ates
; January 25
2001 Recreation Meetings S
The Recreation Commission adopted its meeting schedule April 26
for 2001 at their Dec. 4, 2000 meeting. Meetings will be held May 24
the second Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the PAL Build- June 28
ing, Maple Ave. on the following dates (except for July and July 26
August). August 23
January 8, 2001 June 11, 2001 Septsmber 27
February 12, 2001 September 10, 2001 October 25
March 12, 2001 October 8, 2001 November 22*
April 9, 2001 November 12, 2001 December 27
May 14, 2001 December 10, 2001 * No meeting

environmental preserve has been the
topic of a News Center Four special.
The nine acres on Park Ave. next to
the shopping center has received for-
estry grants from the State of New
Jersey. It’s little wonder that surround-
ing communities regularly contact us
for advice on how to efficiently pre-
serve open space.

* Just last week, as part of an appli-
cation before the Planning Board,
Commerce Bank committed $25,000
to fund an engineering study to pr()p

in supporting these projects. I also
want to see a right hand turning lane
from Park Ave. onto QOak Tree Ave.
and we should explore a cooperative

venture with Middlesex County and -

Edison Township to install a traffic
light at Oak Tree and Woodland av-
enues.

* Ultimately the traffic congestion
on Hamilton Boulevard and Bel-
mont Avenue will be addressed by
the Helen Street Project. That project
is now in phase two, during which

erly utilize the open : time the New Jersey
space parcels at ffu’)é st act Department of En-
Putnam Park. I ask . i vironmental Protec-
that within 30 days i iately mWe tion must approve
we enter into a con-  OMr oper space in South . wetland permits.

tract for the design
of Putnam Park.
There is a general consensus that a
jogging/walking trail should be cre-
ated around the perimeter of the park
and one or two soccer fields be estab-
lished within the park. South Plain-
field has always considered youth our
most important asset. The expansion
of Putnam Park will be a great benefit
to our kids.

* We must do whatever we can to
alleviate the ever-increasing traffic
problems within our borough. If’s
easy to say that South Plainfield is
not alone, every town in New Jersey
is experiencing traffic congestion. Al-
though that is true, its not a satisfac-
tory solution to the problem. We
have asked Middlesex County to to-
tally reconstruct Hamilton Blvd.
from New Market to South Clinton
avenues, including the installation of
new curbs and drainage. We have also
requested that a traffic light be in-
stalled at the intersection of Hamilton
Blvd. and Ryan St. to be coordinated
with Saint Nicholas Ave. As part of
this process, I have asked the Traffic
Safety Committee to coordinate all
traffic signals along Hamilton Blvd.
and Durham Ave., so that traffic can
flow more easily. Particular thanks
must go to our favorite son, Free-
holder John Pulomena, for his help

Plainfield.”

Phase three, which
will start within four
months, mdudcs the preparation of
all environmental documents re-
quired by the DEP. That phase will
be completed by the end of this year.
Phase four, which will take approxi-
mately two years to complete, is the
permit and design stage. Phase five,
which is the actual construction stage,
will also take about two years. There-
fore, it will be about five years until
Helen Street is complcted. But re-
member, it involves crossing a rail line,
two brooks and wetlands. This
project is totally funded by a grant
from the Federal Government. You
can imagine how complicated and
frustrating the process is. We are all
impatient to have it finished. I can
assure you that the borough will do
whatever it can to expedite the pro-
cess. But in the end, the Helen Street
extension will be worth the wait.

* If there is one thing that every
homeowner in New Jersey can agree
on, it’s that property taxes are too
high. Although this mayor and coun-
cil have kept expenses virtually flat
for seven straight years and there was
no municipal tax increase for four out
of the last five years, we can’t rest on
our laurels. Members of the council,
look at each of your departments and
keep expenses under control. When

you prepare the budget this year, use
a sharp pencil and don’t forget the
eraser. Our residents deserve an afford-
able tax rate. With that in mind, I am
asking that every council member rec-
ommend any position which can ei-
ther be elimated or consolidated. As
part of this process, the council should
interface with the county and the
state to see if there are any local ser-
vices which either duplicate county
or state services or which can be done
more efficiently by the county or the
state.

We should cross train our employ-
ees so that they can help out other
departments when there is a need for
temporary assistance. I understand
that the approach of government and
business is not identical, but our tax-
payers deserve to know that their tax
dollars are being utilized efficiently.

Before I close, I have to say that
this is a somewhat sad day for the
members of the governing body.
Vinnie Buttiglieri is a special person.
He literally changed the way we pave
our roads. During his six years on the
council, 90 roads have been repaved
without borrowing one dollar. By
comparison, during the last year of
the prior administration before
Vinnie Buttigleri became a council
member, only two roads were repaved
and almost a half million dollars was
borrowed to do them. Vinnie has
been instrumental in every project
which has been accomplished over
the Jast six years. He is the embodi-
ment of the word “innovator.” But
most importantly, he is one of the
nicest people any one of us has ever
met. Vinnie, we will miss you. Prom-
ise you won’t be far away and that
you will be there when we need you.

Let us now go forward with an
appreciation of past accomplishments
tempered awith a renewed commit-
ment to address the challenges which
await us. If we all continue to work
together, we cannot fail.

God’s blessings on you and your
loved ones during the new year.

L. Hallmark Cards and Gifts

Appointments by

Council President James Vokral
Approved by majority vote of the Borough Council

NAME BOARD EXPIRES
Darlene Pinto Planning Board-Class [l Dec. 31, 2001
Emil Leporino Business Advisory Group Dec. 31, 2003
Arthur Muglia Business Advisory Group Dec. 31, 2003
Ronald Nobile Business Advisory Group - ‘Dec. 31, 2003
Anthony Giammarino  Business Advisory Group Dec. 31, 2002
John Pabst Business Advisory Group/ b

Zoning Officer Dec. 31, 2001
Ed Kubala HCD-Council rep Dec. 31, 2001
Darlene Pinto Greenbrook Flood Control

Commission Dec. 31, 2001
Alice Temple Greenbrook Flood Control s

Commission Dec. 31, 2001

Greenbrook Flood Control
Commission-Alt il

Richard Naberezny
Dec. 31, 2001

Patricia Guaracci Taxpayerts Advisory Group Dec. 31, 2003 .
David Dengeligi Taxpayer’s Advisory Group Dec. 31, 2003
Sue Mischka Senior Citizen Advisory
Committee-Caardinator Dec. 31, 2001
Ray Petronko Senior Gitizen Advisory
Com.-Council Liaison Dec. 31, 2001
Loretta Conroy Senior Citizen Advisory
; Committee-liaison to
Recreation Commission Dec. 31, 2001

Twin City

Pharmacy
755- 7696

1708 Park Ave., South Plainfield (Next to ACME)

~ VITAMINS &
compiets | MINERAL SUPPLEMENTS

Fealuring Solgar and Hudgon

line of

Today’s modern pharmacy with old fashioned values
* Free Delivery
« We Accept Mast Major Medical Plans
* Hospice Care & Home Healthcare Need!
* Diahetic Counseling & Supplies
* Direct medicare billing for medical goods and equipment.

Come and See
Jfor Yourself!
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C League Cavaliers
Kristopher White, Jessica Gray, Andrew Gray, Richard
Harzula, Jared Christopher, Nicholas Whitney, Kelvin

Randolph, Peter Salib, Christopher Ascencio

C League Pistons

John Mills, Blaire Houston, Ryan Bunting, Christopher Pennisi,

Kevin Reviello, Nosavoen Ogbevoen, Joseph Daddario,
Andrew Ohriska, Mark Sprenger

C League Lakers
Nick Lanza, Vinnie Padula, Frank Alfano, Matt Seider, Louis
Bottone, Justin Ditmars, Conner Keane, Alan Kasmer

ow You

ENCOURAGE YOUR ORGANIZATIONTO
SEND USTHEIR UPCOMING EVENTS. We
want to add them to AROUND TOWN. It can
make your event more successful. Send them
to us by mail, fax or e-mail.

SEND US INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR
MILESTONES, i.e., promotions, births,
engagements, weddings, anniversaries,
graduations. Include photos. Share your good
news with the community!

IFTHERE IS SOMEONE YOU KNOWWHO
MAKES A DIFFERENCE in South Plainfield?
Thank them by letting us know.

Cb League 75ers

Julie Garbowsky, Bobby Harrington, John Christ,

Kyle Darr, Scot Bishop, Anthony Salerno, Timmy Yuill, Melissa

Fisher, Jason Seigel

C League Timberwolves

Robbie Hoffman, Brendan O’Shea, Christopher DeOliveira,

Ken Breslau, Joseph Lacerda, Christopher Lesniak,
Soham Gupte, Russell Nash

F

C League Nets
Patrick DaCosta, Tramane Miller, Brad Martin, Nicholas
Jeglinski, Gregory Herbster, Steven Wieczorek,
Christopher Hartje, Joseph Grennier

an Be a Part of the South Plainfie

USETHE OBSERVER AS AN ADVERTISING
TOOL. Introduce your business to the commu-
nity. Promote your specials or sales. Residents
would rather patronize local businesses than
travel out of town. It is more convenient and
it's good for the local economy.

SUGGEST A BUSINESS FORUSTO
SPOTLIGHT. If you have had great service in
South Plainfield share it with your neighbors
through the newspaper.

SUBMIT LETTERS TO THE EDITOR to allow
readers to discuss and react to issues.

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS. If you have an

C League Knicks
Jalil Williams, Bobby Sacks, Ashley Sacks, Tim Oppelt,
Billy Rickert, Darnell Beverley, Joseph Dacchille,
Sherrie Donato, Allen Garcia

C League Magic

Jordan Petriello, Scott Barton, Jimmy Cox, Lyndsey Murtagh,

Ricky Walton, Danny Maistickle, Ryan Smith, Chelsea
Mouborak, Troy Russell

C League Bulls

JR Licato, Grey Coppi, Greg Watts, Brian Pullen, Brian Hanley,

Ricky Sierzega, Kristin Billich, Raymond Lee

| Observe

event, take a photo, write a caption identifying
the event and people and send it to us via
mail. The best photos record action and don’t
include so many people that itis impossible to
identify anyone. Please don’t send us photo-
copies or laser prints. They don’t reproduce
well.

HOWTO CONTACTUS.Bymail: 1110
Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ
07080;

By phone: 908-668-0010;By fax: 908-668-8819;
By email: ggnan@aol.

SUBSCRIBE. It’s $25. (in town) for one year!!
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Tiger Wrestling

Tiger’s Crown Four Champions at Hunterdon Central

Long Branch, Manalapan,
Moorsetown, Notre Dame, Old
Bridge and Toms River. 3

The Tiger’s, not manning a full
team due to injuries, still fared well
with four champions. Senior
Rich Gebauer (112), Matt Ander-
son (119), Matt Gati (135) and
Scott Doerr (140) all won titles.
Head coach Bill Pavlak was

By Bob Hunter

The South High School wres-
tling team crowned four champi-
ons at the Hunterdon Central
Tournament. This holiday classic
included teams from Bensalem
Pa., Buena, East Brunswick,
Hamilton West, (host) Hunter-
don Central, Jefferson, Lenape,

Ed Niemezyk's Youth Baskethall League

Over 400 boys and girls, ages 7-14 in four groups, participate in this
Recreation Youth Basketball League. Forty-eight teams play every
Saturday in the Middle School and PAL building, 9 a.m.to 7 p.m.

After a two week holiday break, the basketball program resumed on
January 6:

A LEAGUE RECORD = TEAM’S HIGH SCORER

Chris Bakazan

Nick Cesare

Chris Hon

Jasen Ortiz

Ankit Patel/Nick Jeffery
Nick Doell/Andrew Miller

Nuggets .

WA BN WN) - =

Rockets . Allen Mazurak
Knicks Andrew Gupido
B LEAGUE RECORD TEAM’S HIGH SCORER
dazze &l Keith Dezmin
Magic . 41 Chris Stallone
Pistons ... .5-0 Andrew Pinto
Nets ....... .50 Kevin Siedenburg
Hornets .. 441 Ryan Curtis
Cavaliers ... 41 Justin Basellone
Lakers..... .23 Robbie Strani
Heat ... Lk Zachary Gray
Bulls ... .14 Garrett Lake
Raptors .. . 1-4 Stephen Dvorak
Supersonics 2-3 Anthony Petriello
PIHE WOy YN e 0-5 Stephanie Mazura
i .14 Lacey Santone
0-5 Joseph Defalco
BECORD TEAM’
4-1 Troy Russell
.41 Jalil Williams
Pistons ... LA Blair Houston
el ot .3-1 Danny Espin
Timberwolves .41 Brendan 0’Shea/Robbie Hoffman
Lakers........ 41 Vinnie Padula
HOS Tl S o T 2-3 Grey Coppi
ST IR e S S 3-2 Davis Alston
Nets ... .32 Tramane Miller
Jazz ... .1-3 Michael Muglia
Raptors .. .23 Timothy Durnak
Cavaliers 0-4 Andrew Gray
0-5 Bobby Harrington
0-5 Anthony Simong

D LEAGUE RECORD ¢
Nuggets 4-1 Elizabeth Martin
dazz . .50 Gaganjot Dhaliwal
Bulls........ ..3-2 Joey Delgado
Timberwolves .32 Mark Benak
Hornets ...... .32 William Mott
Nets ... s 2 Anthony Baidasarra
Magic . .2-3 Steven Grzenda
Pistons.... .32 Kishan Patel
Spurs . . 2-3 Mathew Miceli
Heat ... .14 Mathew Santos
Lakers..... .2-3 lyanosa Ogbevoen
Cavaliers ... 0-5 Christian DiCarlo

12001 Baseball Registratidn

The South Phinfield Junior Baseball Club (SPJBC) registration
~will take place at the Baseball Complex, on Thursday, Jan. 11 and
Friday, Jan. 12, from 6-9 p.m., and on Saturday, Jan. 13 from 9
am. to 3 p.m. New players must bring birth certificate or copy,
and children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian at time
of registration. Registration fees are $55 for one player, $85 for
two players and $105 for three or more players. All fees include
uniforms. Sign ups for managers, coaches and umpires will also be
held at this registration. This year a new eligibility policy has been
introduced. Any seven year old whose birthday falls between Aug.
1-Sept. 30 may elect to play up as an eight year old. Also, 17 year
olds will now be cligibile for play in the Pony A Division; but they
will not be eligible to pitch,

pleased with the overall perfor-
mance of those who did wrestle.
Freshmen Danny DeAndrea fin-
ished in fourth place.

Tigers Tame East Brunswick—
After the Tigers easily took care
of Bishop Ahr and JP Stevens they
were suppose to be tested against
East Brunswick in a Red Divi-
sion match up. That however did
not happen. The Tiger’s started
out giving up a forfeit at (103),
but came back to win the next
eight bouts four by fall. Rich
Gebauer (112) got the Tigers
going with a first period fall over
Jamie Guido. Ricky Ringel fol-
lowed at (119) and pinned Tim
Ackerman at 1:14. Matt Ander-
son, who bumped up to wrestle
at (125), faced state place winner
Keith Ritchings and took early
control béfore scoring a 13-0
major decision. Roberto Ramos
(130) wrestling in his first match
of the season went on to defeat
Brian Ackerman 8-2. Matt Gati
(135) went right to work taking
the early lead before pinning Chris
Yannazzo at 3:32. Freshman Guy
Severini (140) posted a 5-0 deci-
sion over Nate Mull. Scott Doerr
(145) gave the Tigers another
spark when he pinned Matt
Merrigan at 1:55. Glen Gross
(152) continued with a strong
performance pinning Jay Sitilsky

Tigers Crown
Three Champions
at Kittatinny

Tournament

South Plainfield wrestlers trav-
eled to Kittatinny high school this
past weekend for this annual wres-
tling classic and came home with
3 individual titles and 6 overall
medals. Winning titles were
Mark Wagner (90), Billy Ashnault
(75) and Kyle Bostick (121). Mike
Wagner (74) Bantam finished in
second place. Jimmy Conroy (75)
finished in third place and Sam
Martin (90) finished in fourth.
Also winning matches but not
placing were Patrick Hunter,
Mike Jakubik and Bryan Hunt.

at 4:17. Jason Stokes (160) wres-
tling up a couple of weight classes
did a great job even in defeat los-
ing a 3-1 decision to Sam Mull.
Joe DeBiase (171) scored an es-
cape over John Clay and held on
to win 1-0. Senior John Fstolo
(189) wasted little time scoring a
fall over James Gagnon at 0:41.
Ryan Elliot (215) wrestled a good
match keeping the score close
until the third period when he got
pinned by Adam Fleishhauer.

F;
BULLETIN
Tiger Bite the Dawgs

The South Plainfield High
School wrestling team ranked
seventh in New Jersey, traveled
to Delaware Valley High school
Wednesday nigh, to face the
number eight Terriers. It was a
tough battle, as expected, with
the Tigers taking the first seven
bouts and a 30-0 lcad. The Ti-
gers went on to win 36-26.
More details in next week’s cdi-
tion of the Observer ]

Recreation Wrestlers Crush
Berkeley Heights

The recreation wrestling team
posted their second win of the sea-
son by handing Berkeley Heights
an 85-3 defeat. The Tigers almost
won every match. Winning
matches were Tyler Hunt (50),
Jeffrey Conroy (53), Ryan Sacco
(57), Robert Gentile (60), Nick
Heilmann (63), Patrick Hunter
(67), John Wylam (70), Tim
Gaughan (73), Billy Ashnault

(77), Bryan Hunt (80), Sam Mar-
tn (90), Mark Wagner (95), Brad
Martin (102), Danny Pompillo
(110) and Rocco Petriello Hwt.
The JV team did just as well with
Jonathan Conroy, Sal Soto, Kevin
Smith, Justin Smith, Jake
Smithline, Joe Vetuchi, Nick
Pauls, Mike Wagner, Corey Hay,
Nick Vallone and Ryan Billich all
leading the way for the win.

Middle School

Wrestlers

Improve Their Record

South Plainfield Middle School
wrestlers upped their record this
past weekend to 9-1. Wrestling a
tri-match at the high school
against North Hunterdon and
Voorhees, the team remained un-
beaten in league matches by dis-
posing of North Hunterdon 49-
19 and Voorhees 45-21. Leading
the way for the middle school,
with. victories against both
schools were Robert Gentile,
Jimmy -Conroy, Billy Ashnault,
Sam Martin, Anthony Niemczyk,
Peter De Andrea, Kyle Bostick,
Jomar Beverly, and Rob Masticle.
Also posting victorics this week-
end were Anthony Costante and
Paul Ritchie.

After starting off the season
with a loss in the Randolph team
tournament, the middle school
has recled off nine straight wins
and is unbeaten in head to head
league matches. Over the last

couple of weeks, the middle
school defeated Hunterdon Cen-
tral 51-23.

They also exacted some re-
venge by beating Watchung Hills
47-21. Watchung Hills was one
of the few teams to beat them last
year. They also defeated a tough
Old Bridge club by the score of
66-24, in a martch that saw every
contest end in a pin. Old Bridge
fielded a team with several out-
standing wrestlers of their own,
and were stunned by the lopsided
score.

This weekend the team travels
to Roselle Park, where along with
the rec team, they will compete
in the Roselle Park “Dads” tour-
nament. An individual tourna-
ment that also crowns a team
champion, will be a stern test for
both the rec and middle school
teams.

Submitted by George D’Alessandro

Send a check or money or- =

der for $25/one year (out-
of-town-$30) payable to:
South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite
1B, South Plainfield, NJ

Subscribe to the
South Plainfield

Observer
908-668-0010

Please send me home delivery of the Observer.

I NamvE

ADDRESS

scription via email at
nancyg@spobserver.com
and send your check to the

|
|
07080. Or order your sub- |
|
I
above address. |

PHONE NUMBER




<10 -

- South Plainfield Observer -

January 12,2001

South Plainfield Adult School Announces

Programs/Trips for Winter Semester

Augusto O. Florentino, 76

Augusto O. Florentino, of Jersey
City, died on Tuesday; Jan. 2 at Christ
Hospital in Jersey City.

Born in Manila, Philippines, he

came to the United States in 1976,
settling in Bayonne and then shortly
thereafter in Jersey City.

Mr. Florentino was a graduate of
Manuel Quezon University in Manila
where he graduated in the late 1950’
with a degree in law.

He was a practicing lawyer in the
Philippines where he was affiliated
with the Manila Police Department’
and later in his career with the may-
ors office.

Once Mr. Florentino relocated to
the United States, he worked for the
Jewish Rehabilitation Center in Jer-
sey City; as chief of security from 1977
until his retirement in 1987.

Mr. Florentino was a member of
St. Mary’s Church in Jersey City and
was also an active member of the Lin-
coln Park Tennis Association in Jer-
sey City.

Surviving are his wife, Rosa
(Mangliemot) Florentino; two
daughters, Cristina Urmaza of South
Plainfield and Cecilia Cem of North
Edison; a son, Ronnie Florentino of
Jersey City; a niece, Angelina
VanDenBos of Vancouver, Canada.
Also surviving are six grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at
McCiriskin Home For Funerals.

Maria Del Piano, 88

Maria Del Piano died on Wednes-
day. Jan. 3, at her home in South
Plainfield

Pecause
e W

by Rebert Hunter

PLANNING AHEAD

While most of us prepare for ba-
bies, college, and homeownership,
we pay relatively less attention to
preparing for death. Although re-
ligious or moral convictions usually
dictate final arrangements, funeral
preplanning ensures that these
preferences are effectively commu-
nicated to family members. It may
help to think about the preplanning
process by working backwards and
first determining the method of dis-
position. Your final resting place
will influence how your body is pre-
pared, what productsor services are
required, and how much your ar-
rangements will cost. Next, plan the
ceremony, taking into account any
particular religious aspects you
want incorporated. Pre-need plan-
ning enables your family to know
what your intentions are and eases
the burden they will assume when
you are gone.

While your family will often resist
discussing details concerning your
final arrangements, it’s important
to take charge of making plans and
choices that will not only ensure
that your wishes are carried out,
but will relieve your loved ones
from the difficulty of making such
decisions during a painful and con-
fusing time. To schedule a private
preplanning consultation, call the
JAMES W. CONROY FUNER-
AL HOME, located at 2456
Plainfield Avenue in South Plain-
field, at 756-2800. Our staff of car-
ing professionals are here to severe
you. Complete Care financing
available.

“Death be not proud, though
some have called thee Mighty and
dreadful, for, thou art not so.”

—John Donne

Mirs. Del Piano was born in Naples,
Italy and had resided there for most
of her life. She had owned and oper-
ated a grocery store in Naples for
many years. She began traveling to the
United States in 1969, in order to see
her family. :

After the death of her husband,
Antonio Del Piano in 1989, she re-
tired from her store and came to the
United States, settling in South
Plainfield with her family:

Mrs. Del Piano was a communi-
cant of Sacred Heart RC Church in
South Plainfield.

Surviving are her two daughters
and-sons-in-law, Toni and Renato
Notino and Susie and Guido
Leonardis; her son and daughter-in-
law, Rosario and Adele Del Piano, all
residing in South Plainfield; two sons
Giuseppe and Pietro Del Piano, both
living in Naples, Italy: She is also sur-
vived by 13 grandchildren and four
great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Carmine “Ed”
Amabile, 82

Carmine “Ed” Amabile died on
Friday, Jan. 5, in his home.

Born in Jersey City, Mr. Amabile
resided in Clark and Edison before
moving to Berkley Twp in 1991.

He had been employed as a pipe
fitter in the maintenance department
for E.R. Squibb & Son in New
Brunswick for 15 years before retir-
ing in 1985. Previously he had been
employed as a pipe fitter for the
former GAP Company of Linden.

He was an active member of the
Widow to Widowers Group of
Hopelawn.

Mr. Amabile’s wife, Rose Amabile,
died in 1990 and his great grand-
daughter, Nicole M. Tarrapino, died
in August, 2000.

Surviving are two daughters and
sons-in-law, Rosemarie and Michael
Tarrapino of Edison, Angela and Wil-
liam Sweeney of Mariton; a son and
daughter-in-law, Patrick and Debbie
Amabile of Helmetta; his compan-
ion,: Helen Sims of Berkley Tivp. Also
surviving are six grandchildren, Brian,
Edward and Michael Iarrapino, Glenn
and Andrea Grassano and Vincent
Amabile. He is also survived by two
great grandsons, Nicholas and
Michael Iarrapino.

Funeral Services were held at
McCriskin Home for Funerals.

Beauty
Hillside Cemetery’s gentle slopes arc
dotted with stately trees and
evergreens. Flowering trees and bushes
accent the grounds. The sercne
landscape is meticulously attended and
renowned for its care and upkeep. All
lots are fully developed areas and
include perpetual care. Located on
Woodland Avenue in Scotch Plains, a
non-profit organization. 908.756.1729

Hillside Cemetery

www.hillsidecemetery.com

Brochures have been delivered to area
residents for the South Plainfield Adult
School Winter Semester.

If you would like to receive a brochure
listing the Adult School and Saturday
Scene youth classes as well as a listing
of the current trips, please calf the Aduilt
School at 908-754-4620 ext. 213.

Register for Adult School classes,
trips, and Saturday Scene classes in
Room 2 of the Middle School or by call-
ing 908-754-1620 ext. 213, 8 a.m. to
4:30 pm. In-person registration will take
place on Wednesday, Jan. 17 and Thurs-
day, Jan. 18, at the Lane Ave. entrance
to South Plainfield High School from 6:30
t0 8:30 p.m.

Following is a listing of some of the classes
scheduled for the upcoming semester in
January:

* ADULTS—Keyboarding/Typing,
Internet Classes, Microsoft Office, Ex-
cel, PC Repair, Investment Strategics,
Home Buyers & Scllers Seminars,
Lebanese Cooking, Oil Painting, Cal-
ligraphy, Rambling Rose Heart Wreath,
Rubber Stamp Art, Scapbooking, Japa-
nese Language, Japancse Calligraphy,
Stop Smoking, CPR and First Aid,
Yoga, Reiki, Women Beyond Belief
Classcs, Piano, Dance, High Enecrgy
Excrcise, Volleyball, Karate, Golf, Ten-
nis, Sign Language, Dog Obcedicnce,
S.AT. Preparation, Certification for
Track & Ficld Officials and Exercise &
Swimming at Ricochet.

+SATURDAY SCENE FOR YOUTH-
Babysitters Training, Scrapbooking,
Rubber Stamp Art, Tennis, Exercise &
Swimming at Ricochet.

The South Plainfield Adult School has
space avaslable for the following trips for
2001. For more information call
(908)754-4620 ext. 213 or 217.

478. SUNDAY BRUNCH AT RENAULT
WINERY AND ATLANTIC CITY-Jan. 21.
Bus leaves at 8 am. Price: $45.

472. SEUSSICAL-SATURDAY MATINEE-
Feb. 10. Bus leaves at 12 noon. Price:
$105.

471. PHILADELPHIA FLOWER SHOW-
Sunday, March 4. Bus leaves at 7:30
am. Price: $43. .

472. PHANTOM OF THE OPERA—
Thursday, March 8, 2001. Bus leaves
at 5:45. Price is $65.

439. DISCOVER SOUTH AMERICA WITH
OPTIONAL THREE NIGHT PRE-MACHU
PICCHU AND POST-AMAZON EXTEN-
SIONS-Thursday, March 15. Price:
$3,929, based on double occupancy in-
cludes cancellation waivers (air and
land) and departure taxes. Deposit of
$360 per person required.

440. GREECE: ANCIENT ROADS AND
MYSTICAL ISLANDS FEATURING A FOUR
NIGHT AEGEAN CRUISE (OUTSIDE CABS)-
Wednesdy, March 11. Departing from
Newark. Price: $2,234 based on double
occupancy. Includes cancellation wavers
(air and land) and departure taxes.
Deposit of $395 pp required. Call for
ltlncrﬂr}l

483. MEMPHIS, NASHVILLE & TUNICA,
MISSISSIPPI-Friday, March 23-29.
Price; $619, double occupancy. $100
pp deposit required. Call for day-by-
day itincrary.

474. KISS ME KATE-Saturday mati-
nee, March 24. Bus Icaves at 12 noon.
Price is:$97.

475. RIVERDANCE-Thursday, April 5.
Bus lcaves at 5:45 p.m. Price: $80.

469. WASHINGTON, DC-Saturday and
Sunday, Apr. 7-8. Bus lcaves at 8 a.m.
Price: $175 pp based on double occu-

(908) 561-8000

2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

HOME FOR FUNERALS

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.

James F. Connaughton, Assoc. Dir.

William C. McCriskin, V. Pres., Dir.
James A. Gustafson, Dir.

pancy, single $199, triple $164. A $50
deposit pp is required.

“470. CHAMPIONS ON ICE-Saturday
matinee, Apr. 7. Bus leaves at 12 noon.
Price: $76.

476. AIDA-Wednesday, April 11. Bus
leaves at 5:45 p.m. Price: $96.

484.JOHNSON & WALES INN RHODE
ISLAND, MARTHA'S VINEYARD PLUS THE
MOHEGAN SUN CASINO OR OPTIONAL
TRIP TO OLDEMYSTIC VILLAGE-Friday,
Apr. 20-22. Price: $339 pp based on
double occupancy. $50 deposit pp is re-

uired.

480.WHAT'S NEW IN RICHMOND, VA-
Friday-Sunday, Apr. 27-29. Price: $369,
$100 deposit pp required.

441. AUSTRALIAN WONDERS AND THE
NEW ZEALAND ISLANDS WITH OPTIONAL

. POST ROTORUA AND FlJI EXTENSIONS-

Friday, Apr. 27. Round trip air from
Newark airport. Price: $3,687 based on
double occupancy includes cancellation
waivers (air and land) and departure
taxes. Deposit $360 pp required. Call
for itinerary.

465. WINTERTHUR MUSEUM, WIL-
MINGTON, DELAWARE AND LUNCHEON
AT WINTERTHUR AT THE PAVILION CAF-
ETERIA-Saturday, May 5. Price: $57.
Bus leaves at 8:30 a.m.

481.YANKEES VS. BALTIMORE AT
CAMDEN YARDS- Saturday, May 5 & 6.
Price: $189. Double occupancy. $50 de-
posit required.

460. THE GREAT CITIES OF ONTARIO
AND QUEBEC—Friday, May 11-9 days in-
cludes round trip air from Newark air-
port. Price §1,679 based on double
occupancy, includes cancellation waiv-
crs (air and land), and departure taxcs.
Deposit of $160 pp. Call for itinerary.

466.CULINARY INSTITUTE AND TOUR
OF ROOSEVELT ESTATE AND ONE OTHER
HISTORIC HOME-Saturday, May 12.
Price: $73. Bus leaves at 7:30 a.m. Full
coursc lunchcon at the Escoffier Room
(a French gourmet restaurant). Gentle-
men are required to wear jackets.

485. BRONX Z00-Sunday, May 20.
Price: Adults $37, children $30. Bus
leaves at 9 am.

463. COLORADO NATIONAL PARKS
AND NEW MEXICO-Sunday, May 23. 9
days includes round trip air from New-
ark airport. Price: $1,919 based on
double occupancy; includes cancellation
waivers (air and land), and departure
taxcs. Deposit $160 pp.

444, GREAT TRAINS OF EUROPE-
Thursday, June 7. 13 days. Round trip
air from Newark airport. Price: $3,474
based on double occupancy, includes
cancellation waivers (air and land) and
departure taxes. Deposit $360 pp req.
Call for itincrary.

486. “NOAH” SIGHT AND SQUND-Sat-
urday, June 16. Price: $85. Bus lcaves
9 a.m. Bring a sandwich to cat on the
bus.

487. WEST POINT TOUR, CRUISE ON
THE HUDSON, VISIT TO BROTHERHOOD
WINERY-Saturday, Junc 23. Bus lcaves
at 8 a.m. Price: $57.

488. HEART OF THE SHENANDOAH-

Friday, July 6-Sunday, July 8. Price:
$369 pp based on double occupancy.

495. TRAPPLODGE, VERMONT —Thurs-
day-Sunday, July 15-18. Double occu-
pancy $695 pp is required. Round-trip
deluxe motor-coach transportation.

467. MACKINAC ISLAND, MICHIGAN —
Monday-Friday, July 30-Aug. 3. Price:
$1,069 pp based on double occupancy.
Deposit of $100 pp req.

461. MAGNIFICENT CITIES OF CEN-
TRAL & EASTERN EUROPE-Tucsday, July
31. 14 days. Round trip air from New-
ark airport. Price: $2,910 based on
double occupancy. Call for day-by-day
itinerary.

458. PACIFIC NORTHWEST & CALIFOR-
NIATOUR-Sunday, Aug 5, 9 days-round
trip air from Newark airport. Price:
$1,999 based on double occupancy: Call
for day-by-day itincrary.

489. CAPE COD AND NANTUCKET-Fri-
day-Sunday, Aug. 17-20. Call for prices
and itinerary.

477.COUNTRY INN AND CAPE MAY (AN
ELEGANT GOURMET DINING WEEKEND)-
Friday-Sunday, Aug. 24-26. Price:
$339. pp based on double occupancy.
Deposit of $100 pp is required.

490. MAINE COAST-Monday, Scpt.
17-21. Price: $599, $100 deposit. Call
for day-by-day itincrary.

457. CANADA'S ATLANTIC COAST -
HALIFAX, PEGGY’S COVE, ST. ANDREWS
BY-THE-SEA, PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND,
CAVENDISH NATIONAL PARK-Monday,
Sept. 24. 10 days. Round trip air from
Newark airport. Price: $1,759 based on
double occupancy includes cancellation
waivers (air and land), transfers and de-
parture taxes. Deposit: $160 pp re-
quired. Call for day-by-day itincrary.

449. QUEEN ELIZABETH II-CRUISING
TO BERMUDA/HAMILTON/NEWPORT,
RHODE ISLAND—6 nights- Friday, Sept.
28Thursday, Oct. 4. Price: $1,299 pp
based on double occupancy (outside
cabin), $1,073 pp based on double oc-
cupancy (inside cabin). Price includes
port charges. Deposit of $300 pp re-

uired.

459. ORIENTAL ESCAPE-Decparting
Thursday, Oct. 4. 13 days. Price: $3,344
pp based on double occupancy includes
round trip air from Newark, cancella-
tion waivers, hotel transfers and depar-
ture tax. Deposit $360 pp. Call for day-
by-day itincrary.
~ 496. ICELAND-6 days, Sunday, Oct.
7 -12. Price: $1,219 based on double
occupancy. Deposit of $250 pp re-
quired. Call for day-by-day itincrary.

491. THE VALLEYS OF THE SUSQUE-
HANNA AND THE GRAND CANYON OF
PENNSYLVANIA-Oct. 11-13. Price:
$359. Call for day-by-day itinerary.

468. INDIANHEAD RESORT-NEW
HAMPSHIRE—Friday-Wednesday, Oct. 12
-16. Price: $684 pp, double occupancy.
Call for itincrary.

492. DISNEY WORLD, ORLANDO,
FLORIDA-Thursday-Sunday, Nov. 8 -11.
Teacher’s Convention:. All-Star or New
Colorado Springs Hotel.

LEGAL NOTICES

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, THAT:

Whereas, there exists a need for the services of a
Registered Municipal Accountant to conduct an
audit of the Borough of South Plainfield, and

Whereas, the Local Public Contracts Law (NJSA
40A: 1 1-1 et seq.) requires that the resolution
authorizing the award of the contract for
Professional Services without competitive bidding
must be publicly advertised.

Now therefore be it resolved by the Governing
Body of the Borough of South. Plainfield as
follows:

1. The Mayor and Deputy Municial Clerk are
hereby authorized to execute an agreement
with Andrew Hodulik, of the firm of Hodulik
and Morrison, PA.

2. This contract is awarded without competitive
bidding as a Professional Service under the
provisions of the Local Public Contract Law
because the services rendered are
professional services of a recognized
profession whose practice is regulated by law.

w

. A copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Observer as required by law within ten
days of its passage.

Approved January 7, 2001

Daniel J. Gallagher/Mayor

ATTEST:

Mary Blue/Deputy Municipal Clerk

$35.00 Jan. 12,2001

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,

. NEW JERSEY, THAT:

Whereas, there exists a need for certain legal
services for the Borough of South Plainfield, and

Whereas, the Local Public Contracts Law (NJSA
40A:11-1 et seq.) required that the resolution
authorizing the award of the contracts for
“Professional Services” without competitive bids
must be publicly advertised.

Now therefore be it resolved by the Governing Body
of the Borough of South Plainfield as follows:

1. The Mayor and Deputy Municipal Clerk are
hereby authorized to execute an agreement with
Patrick J. Diegnan, Esq.

)

. This contract is awarded without competitive
bidding as a “Professional Service” under the
provisions of the Local Public Contract Law
because the services rendered are professional
services of a recognized profession whose
practice is regulated by law.

w

. Health benefits will not be provided as part of
the compensation for the position of Borough
Attorney.

IS

A copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Observer as required by law within ten days
of its passage.

Approved January 7, 2001

Daniel J. Gallagher/Mayor
ATTEST:
Mary Blue/Deputy Municipal Clerk

$35.00 Jan.12,2001
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= A Christopher Ave. resident was
arrested on a number of Contempt of
Court charges..

» A Redding Ave. resident arrested
for Contempt of Court.

= Jose A. Robles of Plainfield reported
his car was burglarized while parked at
Montrose Molders, 230 St. Nicholas Ave.
The rear passenger window had been
smashed and a Sony radio was removed
from the vehicle. ’

» Chin Bros. Auto Services reported
that a Pedro B. Sanchez of Plainfield re-
moved his car from the lot without pay-
ing for repairs.

= Kmart, Hadley Rd., reported that
Neta L. Pringley of Plainfield had con-
cealed 30 packs of AAA batteries and
wheeled a cart to the front of the store
where John L. Williamson, also of
Plainfield, removed the batteries from the
cartand left the store. The incident was
captured by a store security camera.
Pringley was arrested. Williamson leftin
an unknown direction.

« ABrennan Ct. residentand a Scotch
Plains man were arrested for possession
of CDS (Controlled Dangerous Sub-
stance) in the parking lot of Liquid As-
sets, New Market Ave.

= A Spring Ave. resident and a Louden
Ave. resident engaged in a fightin Spring
Lake Park. The Spring Ave. resident sus-
tained head injuries which caused him
to lose consciousness. When he re-
gained consciousness he went to the

Suspect Caught
Attempting to
Steal a Car

Last Sunday, at 10:34 p.m. Of
ficer John McConville observed
two vehicles parked side by side
with their motors running and
headlights on in the Getry Service
Station located on Park and Maple
Avenues. The station was closed
for business at the time.

As Officer McConville contin-
ued to observe the vehicles, the
operator of a 1991 Ford Mustang
exited the vehicle and approached
the other occupied vehicle, which
was a silver Toyota Campy. After
a brief conversation between the
two individuals, the Camry left the
area and the operator of the Mus-
tang started to walk away, leaving
the vehicle behind. He was then
stopped and questioned by Of-
ficer McConville. Through inves-
tigating, it was determined that
this suspect, a 15 year old juve-
nile residing in Plainfield, was in
the process of stealing the Mus-
tang from the service station. A
customer for service had dropped
off the Mustang earlier in the day
for service.

The suspect was taken into pro-
tective custody and turned over
to his parent. At presstime there
was no information regarding the
occupant of the Camry.

LEGAL
NOTICE

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Tuesday January 23, 2001 at
8:00 PM. at the municipal building, 2480 Plainfield
Avenue, South Plainfield, New Jersey, the Planning
Board of the Borough of South Plainfield will
conduct a public hearing to consider the
application of Jack Giaratta. The application
involves property known as Lot 9in Block 404 located
on the easterly side of Herbert Place extending
through to the westerly side of Charles Place and
commonly known as 101 Herbert Place, South
Plainfield, New Jersey 07080. The application is for
the approval of a subdivision of the property into
two lots. The newly created Iot will be located on
Charles Place and the remaining lot on Herbert
Place. The applicant will also seek such variance,
as the Board may deem necessary in order to grant
the application as proposed.

The application and supporting documents have
been filed and may be inspected at the office of the
Planning Board Secretary at the municipal
building, 2480 Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfield,
Monday through Friday, during regular business
hours.

Vastola & Fackelman, Esgs.
Attorneys for the Applicant
485 Union Avenue
Middlesex, New Jersey 08846
(732) 560-0888

$43.50 1T 1/12/01

home of a friend who became con-
cerned about his injuries and notified
police. Both parties acknowledged the
mutual agreement to fight in the park.
No complaints were signed. There are
twao prior incidents of fights between the
residents.

* A So. Plainfield Ave. resident re-
ported that an unknown actor had
jumped the fence in her back yard caus-
ing damage to a newly planted tree. The
suspect then ran through the yard and
jumped a vinyl fence in the front of yard
breaking off the top of the fence. Dam-
age is estimated at $200.

* A So. Plainfield Ave. resident was
arrested on a warrant from Essex county
for robbery.

+ A Perth Amboy resident employed
at Fisher, Cragwood Rd., responded to
HQ to report being harassed by a fellow
employee. After a comment from the
victim to the suspect, a Piscataway resi-
dent, about unfinished work, the sus-
pect threatened the victim, stating, “Get
out of my face or I'll get my gun and
shootyou.” The victim reported it to the
company’s Human Resource Dept. at
Fishev. The victim was told to report the
incident to the SPPD. A gun was never
produced but the victim believes the
suspect has access to one. No com-
plaint was signed.

= Kimberly Elton of Magnolia, NJ re-
ported to police that her vehicle had been
stolen from the driveway of a Palmer Ave.
home. The victim had left the car run-
ning while she returned to the house.
When she returned outside, she saw her
car being driven south on Palmer Ave.
Her purse and cell phone had been in-
side the car. Police were notified imme-
diately. The car was located on Mahar
Ave. off of Tompkins Ave. It was locked
and had the purse and phone inside.
The keys were found 25 feet away from
the car. Atotal of $19 was missing from
the purse.

Please note: Police reports are a
matter of public record.

HELP WANTED

AVON! Choose your hours, your
income and your rewards! Home-based
sales. Call Debbie (888) 915-5550.

DAYS INN, HILLSROROUGH, HAS
Full and P/T front desk positions avail.
Also, P/T housekeeping supervisor.
Contact Michael Little, GM, (908) 685-
9000 or fax resume (908) 685-0601.

INTERNATIONAL CO. WANTS PC
Users for E-Commerce Work
$25/hr +. We will train.
888-838-0723 or
www.wealthygoals.com

P/T GRAPHIC ARTIST TO
WORK on Observer newspaper.
PageMaker efficiency, accu-
racy and proofreading skills
a must. Fax resume to 908-
668-8819, mail to The Ob-
server, 1110 Hamilton Blvd.,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080, or
email ggnan@aol.com.

HELP WANTED

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-
ParT-time, excellent organizing and of-
fice skills essential. Requires a dedica-
tion to improving lives of people with
disabilities and their families. Local of-
fice, VERY flexible for the RIGHT per-
son. Mail resume to The Observer, 1110
Hamilton Blvd., Box 14, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080 or fax 908-668-8819.

CLEANING COMPANY EXPANDING
Experience preferred. Call 753-7697.

CHILDCARE WANTED

Responsible English speaking individual
to care for 7- and 4-year-old in my
Scotch Plains home. T-W-Th 1-6 p.m.,
non-smoker, must have own car. Refer-
ences req. Call 908-889-8049.

OFFICE/HOME CLEANING

WILL CLEAN YOUR HOME OR
Office. Efficient and reasonable.
Call for rates. (908) 753-8943.

Call Frank @ =
Heritage Marketplace
908-791-3820

PHOTOS FOR SALE

COLOR COPIES OF
OBSERVER PHOTOS for sale.

Call Pattie, 756-8011 or 668-0010.

ESTATE SALES

Lot Us Handle Your

- Estate Sale...
CALL FRANK

We Take Care of It AllTE

908-791-3820/908-464-2615

Get Home Delivery of the
Observer. Call 908-668-0010.

To advertise,
call 908-668-0010.

[ ATTORNEY | | CONTRACTORS | | ELECTRICALCONTRACTORS | | ROOFERS |
& A " ——\ t ( ; \
. ER%MEA%& Tor| | GKG Electrical L7
ATTORNEY AT Law NIDCALIC #019771 Contracting, Co. Inc.
General Practice with Emphasis on: Since 1981 TR J- 7: P ENY AK

* Criminal Law ¢ Municipal Court
* Immigration Law * Family Law
»Worker’s Compensation

(903)"555-0020 *

142 Oak Tree Avenue
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

[ SNOW REMOVAL/SALT |

Call

KLK Trucking for:

Sand/Salt Mixture, Bulk Rock
Salt, Ice Control Sand *

Sanding  Salting * Snowplowing
Pick up or Deliv.,, Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS-KITCHENS -
BATHROOMS-

Office Renovations
[ FREE ESTIMATES |

Industrial, Commercial, Residential
Fiber Optic Installations

ROOFING CO.

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

/ Fasily-Ovwnerd Local Busiviess ' 908-753-4222
(908) 2043518 FAX 908753-4763
(732) 469-5178 124 CAMDEN AVE.

\ Pager: (732) 989-2373/ SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

&

MUSIC LESSONS [

[ SWEDISHMASSAGE | [ PRINTING/TYPESETTING |

DRUM LESSONS

Specializing in JAZZ, ROCK,
and MARCHING BAND
High school band member available
S (_«_ﬁ; > to qlive begivu{:inq

T'h‘?ﬂ 14 or intermediate

drum lessons at
regsonable rates.

Call Brian.

908-755-2709

SOLARIS

Holistic Health Center

SWEDISH MASSAGE
“Specializing in Hot Stone Massage”
THE PERFECT GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR
Mother/Fathers Day * Birthdays*
Anniversaries * Special Occasions

Roxanne Cortese, C.H.P.
Complementary Healthcare Pravider
2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ
(908) 561-1511

* [nvitations

o Brochures
o Resumes

3 o Flyers

G&G GRAPHICS
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B
South Plainfield, NJ'07080

908-668-0010 - Fax: 908-668-8819
email: ggnan@aol.com

|
t.

Get Home Delivery
of the Observer.

Call 908-668-0010

GARBAGE DISPOSAL |

DisrosAL
Andrew & Matthew Pinto
P.O. Box 263
So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

Phone 908-561-8231
Fax 908-561-9889

CONTAINERS FROM 1 TO 40 YARDS

PiNnTO BROTHERS

“Still a Family Owned &
Operated Business”

I Residential, Commercial & Industrial Service

Advertise
Your Business
in the Space
for only $15
per week.

Must commit to 10
weeks. Can run
weekly or every
other week.
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Have You
Made Your
New Year’s

Resolutions
Yet?

By Michele S. Byers,
NJ Conservation Foundation

Even if you haven’t “formally”
made New Year’s resolutions for
2001, this is the time of year to
spend on reflection and new com-
mitments. We usually resolve to
exercise more, save more money,
or spend more time with our fami-
lies. Whatever worthy resolution
you're considering (or chose and
already broke!) I hope you'll make
a commitment this year to get
more involved in preserving New
Jersey’s open spaces.

Psychologists say one way to
keep your resolutions is to divide
them into small steps that can be
completed in a short time. That
way, small tastes of success help
spur us on to the next step. In the
interest of helping people stick
with their commitments to con-
servation, here are some ways to
get started.

Start small by getting outside!
We often think of winter as a time
of year when the natural world is
dormant. Winter may be cold, and
lack the colorful bursts of spring
and fall, but it has unique charms
all its own! With the leaves off
the trees, you get a much better
perspective on the depth and di-
versity of a forest. There is noth-
ing like a walk in the woods on a
cold winter day. New Jersey has
many beautiful trails that are open
in the winter. Contact the New
York-NewJersey Trails Confer-
ence at http://www.nynjtc.org/ or
(973) 823-9999 for walking ideas.

And when you have a chance,
go play in the snow! You don’t
have to have skis, snowboards or
sleds. After a good snowfall, lis-
ten to the all-encompassing quiet
that prevails when a blanket of
snow muffles the buzzes, hums
and rumbles we never notice are
always in the background until
they’re missing.

Getting involved locally is also
a great first step. New Jersey has
566 municipalities, all of whom
make land usc decisions at regu-
lar monthly meetings. If you're in-
terested in where development
could happen, go to a local town
meeting and find out what your
community is planning, and
where it will affect you most. -

You could also visit your mu-
nicipal hall and pick up a copy of
your town’s master plan.

Another way to stick to any
New Year’s resolution is to join a
“support group” with similar
goals.

All of us at NJCF wish you a
healthy, happy New Year. If we
can do anything to help you stick
to your conservation resolutions,
contact us at 1-888-LAND-SAVE
or by e-mail to info@njcon-
servation.org.

In November, Roosevelt
Drama Club Director Patricia
Abbott approached the library
about presenting a holiday play
for children. Abbott had six will-
ing performers, who were in the
process of directing the K-2 drama
club. at Roosevelt. Eight more stu-
dents joined them to form the cast
of the holiday play, Naughty or
Nicel—A Christmas Lesson.

Some of the students were Sum-
mer Drama Workshop Students,
others hope to join this coming
summer. The group consists of
clementary, middle and high
school students who love to per-
form. The group named the Al-
most Famous Players, started with
just three eager students, Pam
Cianfrocca, Chris Imbrosciano
and Chris Abbott, all former mem-
bers of the Franklin School All-
Stars Drama Club and has grown
in size to over 14 actors.

In addition to the library, a num-
ber of the students also performed
at the Foster Parent Association
Christmas Party. The group has
plans for future performances.

Abbott, who is always eager
and willing to get exposure for
the students, jumped at the chance
to perform at the library. She sat
down and wrote a special play
with a holiday theme, then
rounded up her thespians and the
result was a play featuring Santa,
Mrs. Santa, elves, reindeer and
even Rudolph. The story is a spin
off of Rudolph and takes place in
the North Pole. During the play,
the actors turned to the audience
for advice and asked what they
would do, trying to get them in-
volved with the storyline. Even
though the crowd at the library
was sparse, the play was well re-
ceived by the children and their
parents. Scenery was produced by
Abbott and her son, Chris. All the
performers helped with props.
Mrs. Claus and the elf costumes
were made by Abbott as well.

Several parents also participated
in the production. Beth and Tom
Crisitello helped with props and
transportation. Joan Stasio played
the piano for the show and re-
hearsed the songs with the kids.
Alison Scavone-Alexson did the

Azello

Chiropractic Center, PC.

Your Hometown Source for Health & Wellness

2201 South Clinton Avenue, Suite H
South Plainfield, NJ 07080-1471
On the corner of New Market and South Clinton

755-2289

make up on the students and Janis
Nietzer helped make Rudolph’s
costume.

Performing in the play were
Chris Abbott as Rudolph, Vinnic
Carubia as Elroy the Elf, Chris
Imbrosciano played Santa and
Pam Cianfrocca was Mrs. Santa.
Reindeer were played by Katie
Mott, Heather Cirisitello, Nicole
Aguilar, Shannen Rivers, Jessica
Crisitello. Playing elves were Su-
san Mott, Samantha Gentile, Gina
Butrico. Also playing elves and
participating as stage crew were
John Cristiello and Katelyn
Conrade. Roosevelt 2nd grade
student Brigette Kelly made a sur-
prise appearance as a wind up
clown.

Send a musical Valentine that will
impress your Sweetheart forever.
(Benefits United Way of South Plainfield)

G

.

on Wednesday, i

By appointment

Call to book your quartet today at:
(908) 753-2200 ask for Marge

reserve by Monday,
Feb. 12 - 12 Noon

*within the South Plainfield area
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