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Revamped School
Construction Plans
Face Referendum

The Board of Education ap-
proved the recommendations
made by the Citizen’s Planning
Committees and will ask the vot-
ers to approve a new referendum.
This will be the third time' the
board has asked residents to ap-
prove a bond for school construc-
fion-and renovations. Voters twice

- rejected bond referendums.

After the last rejection by the
voters, the board asked for vol-
unteers to form Citizens Com-
mittees to study and.recommend
what direction they should take
in terms of future planning and
construction in our schools.

The committees, four in all,
worked all summer studying the
demographics, technology, cur-
riculum, size of classes and the
projections of what the enroll-
ment will be in the future.

The committees made their.

recommendations to the board
last month. At Tuesday night’s
Board of Education meeting the
board voted to put a new bond
referendum before the voters.
The date of the referendum has
not yet been set, but will be some
time in early 2001.

Only one board member dis-
agreed with the committées’ rec-
ommendations. .Sue Peck, who
voted no on the bond referen-
dum, explained that she would

have liked to have seen all of the

elementary schools expanded,
making them all K-6 grades. She
added, however, that she would
support the referendum and
asked the voters to approve it.

The voters will have two ques-
tions to consider on the next ref-
erendum. A separate question
will ask voters to approve the in-
stallation of air conditioning in
all schools at a cost of $5.9 mil-
lion. This question was opposed
by several members of the board,
who thought it was too expen-
sive.and might turn off the vot-
ers. The board voted to put the
question on the ballot, despite the
opposition. :

The new referendum will in-
clude the cost of a new elemen-
tary school, replacing the old
Roosevelt School for $9,933,000;
expanding Grant School for
$2,700,000; renovation of the
existing elementary schools for
$495,000; track replacement for
$320,000; replacement of boil-

- ers at the Middle School for

$438,000; technology upgrades
and equipment in all schools for
$1,942,300; electrical upgrades
for technology for $1,414,000.

A newly enacted state law
passed just last year will reim-
burse schools for construction
costs up to 40%. The total cost
of the proposed projects is
$19,955,390, including . soft
costs. The estimated amount of
state reimbursement is $7,318,920.
This leaves $12,636,380 that resi-
dents will be asked to approve
in a referendum.

One Citizen Committee still ac-
tive is the Public Relations Com-
mittee. They plan to use every
resource to get out the vote and
inform the voters.

Teachers Seek Settlement

A suit that has been ongoing
since 1995, was the topic of dis-
cussion at this week’s Board of
Education.
former teacher, asked that the
Board please settle this suit im-
mediately. A fact sheet, submit-
ted by English, was rcad at Tues-

* day’s Board meeting, chronologi-

cally listing each step the ligation
has taken since it stated.
According to the fact sheet, in
1991 teachers hired by the South
Plainfield Board of Education
were told that there was a policy
restricting total compensation for
previous teaching experience. In
most cases new teacher were lim-
ited to a maximum of five years
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Mike English, a

In Decade-Old Dispute

of past experience.

Then in Oct. of 1995, the
Board hired a science teacher,
granting her thirteen years of pre-

‘vious- work experience. Subse-

quently, in Dec. 1995, a social

studies teacher, asked the Board .

to reinstate six years of working
experience initially denied him at
the time of his appointment. The
Board denied his request and the

Teachers Union (SPEA) imme-

diately filled a grievance. The Su-
perintendent denied the griev-
ance.

The New Jersey Publlc Em-
ployment Relations Commission
appointed an arbitrator in April

' Continned on page 2

Clergymen and women from area churches joined in prayer at the Thnksgiving Services held at Sacred Heart Church.

Area Churches Join in Thanksgiving Services

Several-hundred South Plain-
field residents and members of
various area churches worshipped
together in a special Thanksgiv-
ing prayer service at Sacred Heart
Church last week. The annual
event is hosted each year by one
of the participating churches.

Choirs participating were Pil-
grim Covenant under the direc-
tion of Anthony Otlowski, Res-
cue House of Prayer under the
direction of Cathy Davidson, Sac-
red Heart under the direction of

Liz Harrington, St. Stephen
Lutheran under the direction of
Thomas Baker and Wesley United
Methodist under the direction of
Jim Borvath. The combined
choirs all joined together in song.
Participating in the services
were Rev. Raymond Sundland,
pastor of Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Orthodox Church,
Reverends James and Catherine
Stanley-Erickson of Pilgrim Cov-
enant Church; Rev. Irene Camp-
bell, pastor and Robert Bryant

Deacon of Rescue House Prayer;
Rev. John P. Alvarado, pastor,
Rev. Thomas Ganley-and Rev.
John Primich of Sacred Heart
Church; Rev. Richard J. Kiesling,
pastor of St. Stephen Lutheran
Church and Rev. Dr. Henry Leo-
no, pastor, Wesley United Meth-
odist. '

~ After the services, the worship-
ers were hosted at a reception
sponsored by the ladies of the
Sacred Heart Rosary Altar Soci-

ety.

Two Promoted in Borough

Councilwoman Darlene Pinto holds the bible for John Pabst, as Deputy Clerk
Mary Blue swears himiin.

Siedenburg

Moves Up to

Sergeant

Charles. R. Siedenburg, Jr., an
eight-year member of the South
Plainfield Police Department,
was promoted to sergeant dur-
ing last month’s council meeting.
Before joining South Plainfield
Police Department, Siedenburg
served for four-and-a-half years
with the Plainfield Police Depart-

Pictured left at the swearlng in ceremonies are Sergeant CharlesR. Sledenburg " ment.
with his wife Kathy, sons Kevin and Christopher and daughter Kerri.

Siedenburg will be in chargc
of Special Problems Unit (SPU)
and Community Oriented Polic-
ing (COP).

Pahbst Assumes

New Duties

The Borough has officially pro-
moted John Pabst (far left), a 13-
year-employee to the post of Con-.
struction Official/Zoning Of-
ficer/Admidistrative Officer dur-
ing last month’s council meeting.
Pabst replaces John Allen, who
recently retired after 26 years in
that post. '
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: Meels twnce a month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. ¢ Questions? 908-754-9000
AGENDA MEETING ...c.ccconveurarinnans «eeees PUBLIC MEETING .
Monday, December 11 ..........ccccccoiunnnen. Thursday, December 14

All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public Meetings
Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. » Questions? 908-226-7641
December 12, December 26

Meets first, third and fifth Tuesday of the month :
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641
December 5, December 19 '

The Taxpayers Advnsory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every
month at Borough Hall at 2480 Plalnfleld Ave. at 7 p.m.

The fourth Thursday of the month as follows:
December (No Meeting)

Meets Thursday, once a month -
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. » Questions? 908-561-8280 -
December 28

Meels once a month
~ PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. ¢ Questions? 908 226-7716

Mon., December 4

Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. Queslions? 908-561-8280
December 13 ) :

tion meeﬂngs

Board COnterence Room at Admmlslrallon Building, on Gromwell Place
Committee of the Whole, Dec. 12, 7 p.m.; Regular Board Mtg. , Dec. 19, 8 p.m.
Committee of the Whole, Jan. 9, 7 p.m.; Regular Board Mtg., Jan. 16, 8 p.m.
Committee of the'Whole, Feb. 13, 8 p.m., Regular Board Mtg., Feb. 19, 8 p.m.
Committee of the Whole, Mar. 13, 8 p.m., Regular- Board Mtg., Mar. 20, 8 p.m.
Committee-of the Whole, Apr. 3, 8 p.m., Regular Board Mtg., Apr. 10, 8 p.m.

2o INEREILLY::

‘ ‘;‘ProduchonAssustani
- CAROL GRENNIER
" Editorial Assnsmn’l ‘

" BRIAN COCHRANE

~ JANE DORNICK

" typographical errors.
Aol ' - Advertising Sales

The South Plainfield Observer (U.S.P.S. 018253) is published weekly, except
_ Thanksgiving week, by G&G Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield,
NJ 07080-2004. Second class postage paid at South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080-
9998. POSTMASTER: Forward change of address orders fo G&G Graphics Inc. 1110
Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080-2004. Subscription rates $25 per
year.in South Plainfield; $30 per year out of town. To subscribe: 908-668-0010.

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward fo hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper.. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type ([double spaced) the article you wish published.
2. Mail, fax or drop it at: Editorial Department
South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamitton Bivd., Suite 18, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
or drop it in the box at Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or Twice Is Nice, Front
St. or fax us at{908) 668-8819 or e-mail us on our web page at spobserver.com
~ orggnan@aol.com or ngrennie@ix. nefcom.com. Include your name, address,
telephone number.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters may be submitted by mail to Seuth Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept.,

1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email at our
website at spobserver.com or faxed fo 908-668-8819. Letters should not
exceed 400 words. We reserve the right to edit for clarity or-length. It is the
editor’s discretion to limit the number of letters submitted by one individual on
the same subject. The opinions expressed in “Lefters® do not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the Observer.

In My Oplmon

To The Editor:

The recent South Plainfield
High School assembly program
was gratifying. The students—all
students—need reminders -of those
South Plainfield residents who
were killed in action so that they
canglive-tree e

I was told that Mike Santoro,

% | Raymond Costa and Rudy Poczak
of the VFW did a great job. I was

also told the program was mov-
ing and touching.

However, the fact that several
of our deceased veterans have not
been recognized with a street
naming galls me—what in blazes
has the borough been doing since
19452 Weren’t enough new streets
cut since then? My brother’s street
was named just recently, after a
long fight.

Come on borough! Get with
it—stop procrastinating. Inci-
dently, why aren’t streets named

for our veterans distinguished

from other streets? Families had
gold stars on their service flags,
why can’t these twenty-odd streets
have gold colored street signs?
Do our deceased veterans de-
serve anything less?
Fifty six years is a long time.
SINCERELY
LOUIS A. JANKOSKI

Dear Editor,

I would like to express my sin- -

cere thanks to everyone in the
borough of South Plainfield who

voted for me thxs election. It is
gratifying to see the large response
from the voters, who gave me an
opportunity to serve the borough
for  another three years. There are
quite a few pending projects in
the borough and with the oppor-
tunity of being re-elected, I can
oversee them to their completion.

I am also looking forward to
the new challenges that the new
year may bring. I did have an op-
portunity to meet many residents
of this great borough when cam-

- paigning, which I believe will be
important in the decision to elect’

a councilperson. I truly enjoyed
the opportunity to serve all of the
residents from all ages and com-

.munities. I am fortunate to-have

been re-elected as a councilman
and I will approach the job with
the attention and promptness it
deserves.

I must admit that the process
of campaigning and winning an
election can be overwhelming. A
campaign is a focus of accomplish-
ments in our borough. The cam-
paign lens is set to zoom, on my-
self and my running mate, Bob
Cusick. If the campaign lens were
to do a wide angle shot, you
would see how the borough re-
ally functions. Without the sup-
port of the mayor and the entire
council, Bob Cusick and myself
would not have been re-elected.
Two democrats were elected this
year, but five democrats were the
driving force behind all the ac-

complishmcnts that occured in
South Plainfield. Sometimes this
message is neglected, but it is
never forgotten.

Thank you South Plainfield and
thank you very much mayor and’
council. .

SINCERELY

RAYMOND S. PETRONKO

To The Editor,

I wish to thank the voters of
South Plainfield for believing that
the Democratic party was the
overwhelming choice to effec-
tively and efficiently manage the
borough’s affairs.

In the past, your borough
council has strived to address the
concerns of its residents. I want
to assure you that I will maintain
this standard and I am commit-
ted to continually moving forward
for the improvement of our com-
munity. Only with your support
will I be able to achieve these
goals. :

Remember, the borough coun-
cil is“your council—elected to
serve the people! It is your wishes
we represent, and we will repre-
sent them with perseverance.

In the forthcoming year I will
endeavor to insure that South
Plainfield remains the type of
community it was intended to
be—a wonderful place to live,
work and raise a family.

THANK YOU

ROBERT CUSICK-

Teachers Seck Settlement in Decade-Old Dispute

C(mtmued Sfrom page 1
1996 to settle the dlsputc as al-
lowed in the contract between the
two parties and a hearing was held
between the parties in Dec 1996.
In Feb. 1997, the arbitrator ren-
dered a decision saying that the
Board of Education had violated
the terms. of the contract and the
Board must place all affected
teachers on their proper step and
reimburse them for lost wages.
The Board of Education filed a

| complaint against the decision in

April 1997 and the Chancery
Judge vacated the award. He con-
cluded that the award was not
precise enough as to the number
of teachers involved and the abil-
ity of the town to pay.: April 1999,
an Appellate court ruled that the
Board of Education did violate the
terms of the contract. The case
was remanded back to the arbi-
trator for resolution of the num-

AIDA SANTOS
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
'BRANCH MANAGER

ley National Bank

Durham Ave. & Hamilton Blvd
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

- (908) 757-5868
Fax (908) 757-0494

Specialty Gift Baskets
Gourmet coffee, tea, popcorn,
crackers and cheeses.

ol >

Flowers & Fancy Foods

BREE&R

2325 Plainfield Ave.
So. Plainfield, NJ (908) 561-2808

Corporate Accountants Welcome.

Major Credit Cards

ber of teachers involved and the
impact on the community. In June
1999, the NJ Supreme Court re-
jected the opportunity to hear the
case because they found the ap-
pellate case was valid.

The arbitrator rendered a deci-
sion in July 2000 that stated
which teachers were involved and
how much back pay each one was
due. A hearing to determine the
Board’s ability to pay was sched-
uled for the fall.

English pointed out that the

«decisions made by both the arbi-

trator and the judges never dis-
puted the fact that the Board of
Education had violated the terns
of the contract between the two
parties. The teachers involved in
the grievance who live in town
have been forced to pay the
Boards attorney fees. There are
23 teachers affected.

According to the teachers, as

of August of 1999, the Board had
expended $87,388.66 in legal fees
for this grievance.

Members of the Board would
not comment on this litigation,
or any other litigation that has not
been settled. Superintendent Ferri
did acknowledge that a meeting
was scheduled this week with
members of the SPEA to settle
some of the cases in arbitration.
He did not however reveal what
cases would be discussed.

CORRECTION'

In the Nov. 17 issue of the
Observer; we incorrectly iden-
tified Marge Sheldon’s six
brothers, who served in World
War II. Her brothers® last
name is Staats not Sheldon.

We are sorry for the error.

HAIr ® CoLOR
Make-Ur.

908.769.8330

25 South Plainfield Ave
South Plainfield,NJ 07080
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Milestones
Golden Key National Honor Soczety

Inducts Adrienne

Christatos

. Adrienne Erica Christatos of South Plainfield has accepted membership
into Golden Key National Honor Society and was individually honored dur-

Adrienne Erica Christatos

ing a campus ceremony this fall at
Rutgers University, The State Univer-
sity of New Jersey.

“It is only fitting that a high aca-

ognized by Golden Key,” said Jim
Lewis, Golden Key founder and ex-
ecutive director. “Our members are
inspired and motivated by the chal-
lenge not only to be recognized for
their outstanding accomplishments
but also to make a positive impact on
our world through thc Society’s com-

| mitment to service.”

Golden Key National Honor Soci-
ety is a non-profit, academic honors
organization that proyides academic
recognition, leadership opportunities,

community service, career networking and scholarships.

The society has more than 300 chapters in the United: States, Puerto
Rico, the' Virgin Islands, Australia, Canada, Malaysia, South Africa
and New Zealand. Membershlp into the society is by invitation only
to the top 15 percent of juniors and seniors in all fields of study. -

For additional information, visit the society’s webpage at http://
gknhs.gsu.edu or contact Adrienne Christatos at home, 2305 Selene Ave.,

South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or call (908) 753- 7279

-

DeMatteos I/Velcome Daughter

Jody (Johnson) and Darren
DeMatteo of Rockaway, NJ are proud
to announce the birth of their daugh-
ter, Ashley Lynn DeMatteo. Ashley
was born on Oct. 20 at 5:47 p.m.,
weighed 7 Ibs. 7 oz. and was 20%52”
inches. Heather and Kevin Johnson
of South Plainfield are the proud aunt
and uncle. '

demic achiever like Adrienne be rec- -

High School Drug-Free After Sweep

On Novw. 17, police and school of-

ficials conducted a sweep of South

Plainfield High School to determine

if drugs or other controlled danger-

ous substances were present.

. Superintendent of Schools Guy
Ferri described the action as a “con-
tinuing effort to be certain the high
school maintains a safe and healthy

learning atmosphere. This is a recur-

ring practice and a significant deter-
rent.” The district requested the as-
sistance of the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office.

According to the Superintendent,
he and High School Principal Ani-
thony Massaro are determined to
help students who are drug use vic-
tims and they will take a hard line

with anyone involved in drug sale

or distribution.

Prosecutor’s officers were assisted
by representatives of the Middlesex
County Sheriff’s Office and the
South Plainfield Police Department.
Teams of police and four specially
trained dogs swept the school’s park-
ing areas and students’ lockers soon

after the start of the school day. Stu-
dents were kept in their classrooms
and classes were extended while the
search was conducted.

The sweep was finished within
two hours. No drugs were found in
the school or the parking lots.

. The fact that the drug sweep un-
covered no controlled substances’

.confirms the district and the high

school leadership’s belief that the
task force -activity continues to de-
ter possession of drugs in the school.

Pitt Street
Gets Dirtier

Members from the Ponytail
Softball League were all smiles last
week as they performed their
year-end cleanup at Pitt ‘Street
Park. Not only were they smiling
about the new shed, which will
hold all the supplies that have been

stored in the -bathrooms and the

concession stand up until now, but
they received.a delivery of dirt to
refurbish the Ponytail A Field-a
special contribution from Wes

“Perrine.

This field has been plagued by
flooding for many years and the dirt
will raise the field and help. to al-
leviate the flooding. The dirt is
not just regular dirt, but specially
formulated to be used for the in-
field of ballfields.

Councilman Ray Petronko met
Wes Perrine while playing volleyball
carlier this year. After talking to
Perrine about some of the needs

{ of the borough, Perrine said he

would be glad to donate the dirt.

“Dirt Day” at Pitt Street Park: Pi (lr) mne, Mike DiMeglio, Councilman
Ray Petronko, Secretaryof the Ponytall Softball League Helen Gaub and Ron Bosse.

The d1rt which was delivered the
Saturday before Thanksgiving,
will be spread by the employccs

of the borough garage and will -

be able to settle during the winter
and be ready for play in the spring.

The new shed was also a wel-
come addition. In the past, the
softball equipment, supplies for
the fields and even fertilizer were
stored in the concession stand and

bathroom area. Now the supplies
will be kept in the shed purchased
by the council.

Another added addition to Pitt

Street Park is the playground

equipment which is already be-
ing enjoyed- by children:

The former basketball court has
also been converted .into a park-
ing lot to help. with the parking
problems in the neighborhood.

Christmas Trees on Sale
At Rescue Squad

The South Plainfield Rescue
Squad will be conducting its first
annual Christmas tree sale during
the first ‘half of December.

The Christmas tree sale will run
from Monday, Dec. 4 through Fri-
day, Dec. 15, or as long as trees
are available, The hours are 5 to
9 p.m. during the week and 12
noon to 7 p.m. on the week- LN
ends.

The number of trees'
available are limited, so
hurry while supplies
last. Prices will range
from approximately
$30 to $45 for five
to seven foot trees. ¢

The Christmas tree sale will take
place at the South Plainfield Rescue

" Squad, located at 2520 Plainfield
Ave., across from Spring Lake Park.
All proceeds of this fundraiser will go
to the South Plainfield Volunteer

?ﬁ Rescue Squad.

The South Plainfield Rescue
. Squad isa 100% volunteer or-

rounding community with
emergency medical services

24 hours a day, 7-days a
week. The squad relies
heavily on donations
and money raised by

fundraisers such as
this

ganization, serving the sur-

notes

b

notes

Gouncil News

¢ Atlast month’s meeting, the Bor-
ough Council adopted the 2001 fis-
cal year budget which will increase
taxes by about $40 per household.

* The mayor and deputy clerk have

been authorized to renew the agree-

ment between the borough and

'| MICA for the paint drop off program.

Paint recycling takes place at the

reycling center the third Saturday

of the month. -

* The council passed a resolu-
tion to request a time extension
from the NJDOT on the Kenneth
Ave., Walnut St. and Woodland
Ave. projects.

* Cono Gonzalez, Jr. has been
hired as a part-time groundskeept:r at
the rccyclmg center.

* William Hartmann has been
hired as a computer specialist with
salary and full benefits package..

* Hemangini Darji has been hired
as police records clerk at a salary of
$21,753.

Two Suits Filed
Against Boards

Borough Attorney Pat Deignan
will be defending the borough against
two applicants who are challenging

decisions by the South Plainfield

Planning Board and the Board of
Adjustment.

Suburban Transit Corp. filed suit
to appeal the decision by the Board
of Adjustment asking for several vari-
ance. The company operates and
stores buses. at their New Market

Ave. location. The board rejected
their request to expand the facil-
ity. ,
Dave Deluccia was in front of the
Planning Board requesting to build a
shopping center on his Durham Ave.
property. The property is less than
half the minimum required size.
The board rejected his application.

Borbugh- Awarded
Improvement Grants

“Mayor Dan Gallagher announced
that two grants the Borough ap-
plied to the state were recently
awarded. ‘

Grants awarded were for $72,000
to construct sidewalks on Belmont
Ave. and a $210,000 to repave
Kenyon Ave.

COMPLETE
LINE OF

* Free Delivery
» We Accept Most Major Medical Plans

« " Diabetic Counseling & Supplies

Hallmark Cards and Gifls
RS :

Twin Clty

Pharmacy
755-7696

1708 Park Ave., South Plamfleld (Next to ACME)

: VITAMINS &
MINERAL SUPPLEMENTS‘}

Today’s modern pharmacy with old f: fashloned values

“ Hospice Care & Home Healthcare Needs.

D(rect medicare blllmg for medical goods and equipment.

Come and See for K)itrselﬂ

[garana’ Hudson

Now with
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your convenience

1110 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield

(908) 668-1951

1500 St. Georges Ave.

Avenel
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Physical Therapy Center
OF WOODBRIDGE & SOUTH PLAINFIELD
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* TMJ
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* Most Insurance Plans Welcome
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» Medicare Approved
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Holiday Craft Show at
John E. Riley School
December 1 T

.. The John E. Riley School Stokes
Committee will host 2 Holiday Craft
Show on Friday, Dec. 1 from 5-9

.m.

The show will featurc ncw . and
handcrafted merchandisec.’ Refresh-
ments will be available. Come do
-your shopping at Riley School.

For vendor information, pleasc
call (908) 756-9257.

American Legion
Chapter Meeting

December 1, 9

On Dcc. 1-3 the 101st Airborne ‘

“Division will go to the Chateau Re-
sort and Conference Center in Tan-
nersville, Pa. for our Bastognc Din-
ner.

On Dec. 9 we will hold services.
for the 248 men and women that
went down in Newfoundland in
1985 in front of McCriskin Home
For Funerals, 2425 Plainficld Ave.,
at'11 am. This service is an annual

cvent. :
A\

Santa Is Coming
December 2

On Saturday, Dec. 2
-from 2-5 p.m., Santa
Claus will be making a
special appearance at
the South Plainfield
American Legion Post
#243. There will be free hot dogs
and balloons, and kids will have the
; chance to havc their picture taken
with Santa. 3
For more information, contact
Tony Mann at (732) 407-1885.

~ Columbiettes
Sponsoring Events
December 2

South Plainficld Columbiettes arc
sponsoring a Christmas Show and
Dinner ‘at'the Spinning Wheel in
Conn. on Dec. 2. Cost is $50.

The dinner is open to the public.
For info, call (908) 226-1222.

VFW Country Breakfast,
Pearl Harbor Services
December 3 & 7

Pup Tent 41, Military Order of

the Cootie is sponsoring a Country
Breakfast on Dec. -3 from 8-11 a.m.
at VEW Post 6763 on Front St.
Donation is $5 and a children’s
menu is available.

Pearl Harbor Services will be*held |

on Dec. 7, at 7 p.m. at the VEW
Post. The public is invited. Coffee

. and cake will be served.

For more information on thesc
cvents, call (908) 668-9751 after 3
p-m. daily and after 12 noon on
weekends.

Pancake Breakfast -
December 17

The American Legion Post #243
located on Oak Tree Road, is spon-

‘soring-a Pancake Breakfast on Dec.

17, from 8.am to 1 p.m.

Adults are $5, children under 12

are $3 and children under six are free.
For ‘more information, please
contact Tony Mann at (732) 407-

. 1385.

- Santa at the PAL

-come and sce Santa -

December 23

Santa will be coming
to the PAL on Dec. 23,
at 1 p.m. =

Children, from
newborn to 10 years
old, arc invited to

(accompanicd by parents).
Movies, gifts and pictures with
Santa are part of the festivitics. Pre-
registration is required. Call 226-
7713. Registration fec is $5 per child.

Cruise Tickets Available

The South Plainficld Historical
Socicty has two gift certificates for
two tickets (cach) for the Brunch

-Cruise on the Cornucopia Princess

for sale.

The tickets are good for any date.
If the purchaser prefers to go on an
evening cruise, the tickets may be ex-
changed and the price difference
must be paid. There are two certifi-
cates at $98 each.

Checks should be made out to
the South Plainfield Historical So-

ciety. Mail to: PO. Box 11, South |

. Plainfield, NJ 07080, or call Bill

Tuthill at 756-9654. :

Tickets are available on a first
come, first serve basis and would
make a special holiday gift.

Rec Sponsors Trip Io
Riverdance

February 8, 2001

The South Plainfield Recreation
Dept. is sponsoring a trip to sce the
best show on Broadway today,
Riverdance, on Thursday, Feb. 8,
2001. Orchestra secats arc $65 per
person. Bus lcaves the PAL at 4:30
p-m. Only 45 tickets are available.
Tickets are available at the PAL be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5
p-m.

Multi-Class Reunion Planned

An invitation has been cxtended
to all SPHS graduates from Sandi
Spisso Connelly and Bobby Cobb,
SPHS Class of 1969.

The 1969 alumni are planning a
special “Golden 50th Birthday” Class
Reunion for May of 2001, to be
held as an all day outdoor cvent at
Forest Lodge in Warren. Many pco-

. ple from a diverse range of graduat-
ing classes find the idea of a multi-

class reunion appealing. It offers an

TAX RETURNS PREPARED * WILLS, CLOSINGS
INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS * PERSONAL INJURY
WORKERS COMPENSATION

PAUL W. GRZENDA

 CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
* ATTORNEY AT LAW

HbUSE CALLS AVAILABLE :
SO. PLAINFIELD OFFICE Tel.: (908) 769-8602

excellent way to repew old friend-
ships. Some classes lack cither reunion
coordinators, sufﬁcncnt number of
alumni or both.

In view of this interest, we, of the
. Class of 1969, have opened ‘the in-

vitation for thc event to all SPHS
alumni. The 60’s Boardwalk theme

will celebrate all those who once: |[.

walked the halls of South Plainficld
High School.

Pass the word to all alumni you
have contact with. If they have an
interest, contact cither Sandy Spisso
Connelly or Bobby Cobb at the fol-
lowing email addresses: spdcon@
aol.com or racobb@ecpix.net.

Rec Sponsoring Trip to
See The Lion King
July 5, 2001

The Recreation Department is
sponsoring a trip to Broadway to
sec The Lion King on July 5, 2001.

The cost is-$95 per person and
includes your ticket and the bus. Pur-
chase your ticket at the PAL. The
bus leaves at 4 p.m. ‘

The PAL is open weekdays 8:30
am. to 5 p.m.

Events In

- Surrounding Towns

Fundraiser at
Woodbridge Mall .

The Colonia Chapter of Hadas-
sah is holding a gift wrapping fund-
raiser at the Woodbridge Center Mall.
They will be raising money for Ha-

dassah Medical Organization’s can- |

cer research and cancér treatment
programs. This event will be ongo-
ing until Sunday, December 24.

The Charity Giftwrap counters are

located at the main mall entrance be-
tween Sterns and Fortunoff’s de-

partment stores; same mall entrance *
where public bus stops arc found.

Members of the community are en-
couraged to stop by and support
this valuable fundraising event.
.+ They have wrapping paper to suit
Hanukkah, Christmas, birthday, an:
niversary, wedding or any other gifts
‘needs: Donations range from $1 to
$5. for average sized packages and
members of the Premier Shoppers
Club can use their membership cards
towards this charity fundraiser as well.
Anyone interested in volunteer-

ing their time to help with this .

fundraising event should contact Sara

" Chazin at 908-608-1004.

Playwright's Theater
Single’s Night -

December 2

On Saturday, Dec. 2 at 8 p.fn., ;

Playwright’s Theater; 33 Green Vil-
lage Road in Madison, will hold its
Single’s Night. Featured performance
is Dance With Me. The cost is $30 at
the door and includes theater ad-
mission and reception following per-
formance. For details visit www.thats
kismet.com or call (908) 232-8827.

Alliance Church To Perform
Bethiehem’s Treaisure
December 9-17

Bethlehem’s Treasure-A Live Nativ-

- izy will be performed at Alliance Bible

Church in Warren on Dec. 9, 10, 16
and 17 at'5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Admis-

* sion is free. The Christmas story will

be cnhanced through music and the
usc of live animals. Immediately fol-

lowing the presentation, refreshments ~ |

will be served at a “Christmas Cafc”
inside the church and children will
be allowed to pet the animals used
in the creche.

The production, written and di-
rected by Tom McKenna, incorpo-
rates various aspects- of the Christ-

mas narrative intertwined with sca-

“ sonal music and live animals.

The church is located at 52 Mount
Horeb Road in Warren, minutes off
Interstate 78. Take Exit 33 -of 1-78
and procced toward Martinsville.

Travel three miles and turn left onto
Mount Horeb Road. The church is
one mile on the right.

For information or directions, con- :
tact the church at (732) 469-1425.

Famlly Name

& .S”oth Plainfield Volunteer Fire Compa‘hy:.')
PROJECT SANTA 2000

_ Sdnia Claus is Coming to Town and
He’s Coming on a Fire Engine!

To help raise money for-our upcoming 100* Anniversary (May 2007) and
Firemen’s Memorial; the members of the South Plainfield Volunteer Fire
Company will have Santa dcliver Christmas presents by fire engine. Can
you imagine how excited your children would be to have
Santa bring them a present on a fire engine!

Here’s how it will work. We are requesting a
$20 donation from each- family (South
Plainficld residents only) who would like
Santa to deliver their presents. The $20

should be a check made payable to
the SPVFC 100 Anniversary. 100%
of the $20 goes directly to 100™
Anniversary fund. We also ask that

- ‘give to your child. Small presents
are all that are necessary. Gifts should cost no more then $30. (Please no
expensive gifts.) After you wrap the gift, please put your child’s name
and address securely on the gift. Firefighters will visit every block in the
borough to deliver the gifts. They will sound their sirens and activate
their lights. The children can then come to the engine and receive their
gift from Santa and his elves. All you need is a camera.

PLEASE PRINT

you wrap a small gift for Santa to

Name of Child or Children Receiving Gifts:

Age of Child or Children:

Address:

I’hone Number:

No. of Gifts: |

SchooI'District:

Please fill out the form completely. Drop the check, form and gift(s)
off at Fire Headquarters Monday 11/27, Tuesday 11/28, Wednesday

I 11/29, Thursday 11/30 or Friday 12/1, between the hours of 6 p.m.-
9 p.m. iIF UNABLE TO MAKE THE DATES OR TIME, PLEASE CALL
THE ACTIVITIES HOTLINE AND SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS WILL -

I BE MADE. Santa will be delivering presents on December 11, 12,

| 13 & 14. This is a huge undertaking by the South Plainfield Volunteer

I information for each gift so that no child is disappointed.

You can call the SPVFC Activities Hotline 908-412-8868 and leave a
message should you have questions and we will get back to you.

|

| :

| | Official Use:
|

|

I
I
I
I
I
I
Fire Company so it is very important that we have the proper :
I
I
I
I
I
I

The Family Place

Hair Salon

307 OAk TREE AVE
SOUTH PLAINFIELD
908-668-8397

Tues~Wed~Thurs~Fri
Sam-4pm v

_ Saturdays~6:45 am-3 pm

| Closed Sundays & Mondays
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Friends of the
Library Sponsor
American Folk
Song Program

.| Plainfield Library inviting the
public to attend a special program
on “The American Folk Songs—
The Angelo Tradition” on Sun-
day, Dec. 10, starting at 2’ p.m.
at the South Plainfield Public Li-
brary, 2484 Plainfield Ave. |

Angus Gillespie, Ph.D., Assoc.
Professor American Music Stud-
ies, Rutgers University, will tell
the story of the early settlers, their
ballads-and narrative songs that
tell astory. Today there is renewed
interest in traditional music. The
discussion will focus on the roots
and modern expression of this
unique music form.

This program is made possible
by a grant from the NJ Couincil
of Humanities, a state Partmer of
the National Endowment for the
Humanities.

The Friends of the South.

==

Vacant House on Kosciusko St. ‘Eyesore to N elghbors

A three family_vacant home on

- Kosciusko St. has become an unbear-

able eyesore for surrounding neigh-
bors and they are demanding some
action be taken.

The house was owned by Bernie
Koziel, who died four year ago. Since
his death, the house has remained va-
cant and is rotting away. The windows
are boarded up, the paint is peeling
and neighbors have reported seeing
rats on the property:

The Borough Public Works De-

. partment has cleaned up the property

several times in the past few years.

- Theyhave also erected a fence around

the backyard because there is an
inground swimming pool which was
not fenced in as per borough law. The

borough, on several occasions, has
placed liens on-the property for the
cost incurred for clean up and repairs.

According to Mayor Dan Galla-

gher and Borough' Attorney. Pat

Diegnan, the town is close to ascer-
taining who is presently responsible
for the property, which has many
outstanding loans and liens that are
in the litigation. Diegnan said that

‘when it is discovered who is indeed

responsible, they will be held ac-
countable for the clean up and main-
tenance of the property. Meanwhile,
the borough has been cleaning up
the property and plans to take legal
action to condemn and sell the prop-
erty if no other solution can be
found. Fie

Summer Drama Workshop
Needs Production Staff

The South Plainfield Summer
Drama Workshop is looking for a
production staff for their 30th sea-
son. This youth theatre program pre-

The demolition of the long vacant McDonalds in Golden Acres
Shopping Center took just a short time. It is the first step in the
renovation planned by the center’s owners, Skyline Management.
This demolished area will be part of the parking lot.

sents a musical each summer with

auditions in May, rehearsals begin- |

ning in June and performances dur-
ing the first week in August.

Applications and resumes are be-
ing accepted for the positions of di-
rector, choreographer, vocal director,
musical director, technical coordina-
tor, assistant director, assistant vo-
cal director, assistant musical direc-
tor, rehearsal pianist and costume co-
ordinator. All positions receive a sti-
pend.

Anyone interested in applying for
a position should send their materi-
als to the South Plainfield Summer
Drama Workshop at 210 Oakland
Ave., South Plainfield; NJ 07080,
or fax them to (908) 756-8790, or

‘contact us through our website at

www.spsdw.com.

_The deadline for-applications is |

Jan. 5, 2001. All applicants will be
contacted and/or interviewed by

phone or in person shortly aftcr thc,

deadline.

For more information, plcase con-
tact the South Plainfield Summer
Drama Workshop through the
above addresses, or call (908) 756
0539..

This vacant home on oscms o St.
ance to neighbors.

as become an eyesore and annoy-

By Kenneth Morgan

Before you go rushmg out to your
nearest mall to work on your Holi-
day shopping, take a moment and
look at news from the South Plainfield
Library:

The Homeschooler’s meeting,

originally scheduled for last Friday, -

will be held today at 10:30 a.m. Par-
ents who home school their children,

or are interested in doing so, are in-

vited to attend.

We’re returning to our usual sched-
ule of children’s Storytime programs
next week. The programs are for chil-
dren ages three and over; no pre-reg-
istration is required. They’re held on
Tuesday morning at 10:30, Wednes-
day evening at 6:30 and Thursday
afternoon at 1:15. If youd like more
information, please check with
Children’s Librarian Linda Hansen.

We’re between groups on the
Video Circuit today. The December

group should be available Monday:
The next meeting of the Friends of
the Library is set for Tuesday morn-
ing at 10:30. Both members and non-
members are invited to attend. Also,
the Friends are sponsoring a program
on American folk songs on Sunday;

PERS-2400

24-hour
Personal emergency
reporting system

Press the button and a trained

Suburban Wbmdn’s Club Collecting Food

Continuing this month, the Sub-
urban Woman’s Club of South

Plainfield will be donating canned

goods, other foods and cash to-

wards their annual holiday baskets
_ given during the months of No-

vember and December.

Baskets include appetizers, en-
trees, beverages, desserts and a
handmade decoration for indoor or
outdoor display. Jeanine Kimmel,
Homelife and Social Services, chairs
the committee.

o Great for the disabled,

elderly or injured

e Victims of

domestic violence
can obtain help
with the press

of a button

per month

NO OTHER
FEES

Call for a free demonstratlon

~ For a little more than a dollar a day and
we supply the svstem for free*

Security §

Concepts 58
oF IMIDDLESEX: COUNTY

operator will speak to you

through the console and.
summon medical aid.

'908-757-7344

Locally Owned & Operated : 2
“*3-Month minimum commitment required

Members will meet Dec. 7 at 2
p.m. at the American Legion Hall in-
South Plainfield for their Christmas
party. An exchange of gifts will take
place and Christmas caroling will fol-
low. Lois Traphagen; vice president
and program chairperson for the club,
will host this event. Other members
will participate in decorating the tree.

Future meetings will include
speakers, a spring flea market and a
joint meeting with the Junior
Women’s club, as well as various
fund raisers. :

New members are always wel-
come. Please call 757-6163 for fur-
ther membership information.

Dec. 10, at 2 p.m. The program will
feature Angus Gillisspie, Professor of
American Studies at Rutgers. He’ll
speak about the origins of the form
and of a current revival of interest in
it. No pre-registration is required.
Inour continued effort to provide
you with more and better services,
we've just added something: Patrons
may now send or receive faxes via our
fax machine. The charge for transmis-
sion is $2 for the first page (the cover
sheet) and $1 for each additional page
for faxes sent in the US; with a charge
of $1 a page for received faxes. Pa-
trons are asked to provide their own
cover sheets. If our staffis busy; there-
may be a delay in sending faxes out,
but we'll make sure they’re sent ASAR
For more information, check the in-
formation posted at.the main desk.
. Please be advised: Due to problems
with damayged. and stolen periodicals,

_only patrons with South Plainfield Li-

brary cards may wuse them. Yow rrost
present your card at the desk and pick
them up. Furthermore, you must leave
your dyiver’s license for security purposes.
What you have just read is fiction.
Unfortunately, the problem it refers
to is real. Inconsiderate patrons are
stealing or damaging our newspapers
and magézines, creating problems for
both the staff and other patrons.
Make no mistake; this kind of behav=
ior will not be tolerated. And, if it
continues, who knows? The fiction
you read earlier may just come true.
Finally the Library is now involved
in two charity efforts. First, there’s the
Books to Keep program, bringing
books to underprivileged children.
And, second, the Friends of the Li-
braty have organized an ingathering
of hats, gloves, scarves and mittens.
The items will be donated to FISH
for local distribution to the needy:.
Both drives will be going on until
mid-December. '
Thatll be it for now. Thanks for
reading. Feel free to go shopping
now; best of luck finding a parking

Space.

* Mayor and Council

» Recreation
* Youth Activities
« Senior Corner

» Civic Organizations

Log on to the

Borough of South Plainfield’s 0ﬁ'ielal
web site at southplainfieldnj.com

Visit your community web site for the latest local news on

* Planning Board & Board of Adjustment Agendas
« Palice - Fire - Rescue Squad

* Professional & Business Directory
*.Community Bulletin Board

* Election Results and more

Advertise your business and support
South Plainfield’s own web site

For rates or information email at:
southplainfieldnj.com Or call 908-226-7656
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Sports Auction Benefit High School Athletes

Photos & story by
Patricia Abbott

There was no big game in the
high school cafeteria on the
evening of Nov. 18, although the
cheers heard in nearby hallways
suggested otherwise. The event
was the Athletic Boosters Club’s
fourth annual Sports Auction.

The preview began at 6 p.m.
with a constant flow of people
roaming the room, studying the
‘many offerings, narrowing
down the choices, debating
where their tickets had the best
chance or just taking a chance

on lady luck. Once tickets had L

been deposited, participants hur-
-ried to the opposite cafeteria
filled .with tables set up for an
evening of fun. Most brought
goodies with them to stave off
hunger during the drawing of
the tickets. Some had huge
spreads of food-cheese, crack-
ers, veggies and dip, sub sand-
wiches. Coolers of all sizes were
spotted under tables. Pizza
boxes were seen being hustled
to tables. The Athletic Booster
Club offered a variety of their
~own baked goodies as well as
candy, soda and complimentary
coffee.

The experienced auction fans
were easy to-spot. They had their
tickets neatly organized by color
and value lined up on a piece of
cardboard. Others had a pile of
each color close at hand, one
family -had a youngster atop his
dad’s shoulders manning the
tickets, still others -scrambled to

find the right color.amongst.a. l

mass of tickets in front of them.

Master of Ceremonies for the
evening was Recreation Direc-
tor Mike, English, assisted by

‘after hours of waiting,
-won. After a brief break, the fi-

Mickey Wrublevski. The party
atmosphere of the room quieted .

only when the drawing of tick-
ets began. English turned the or-
dinary drawing of winners into
a fun-filled performance with his
upbeat and often humorous de-
scriptions and remarks on
prizes, his dramatic pauses
while reading the final numbers
and his running commentary
with his audience.

The drawings began with
smaller items, but English pro-
vided varicty by switching to
other tickets off and on through-
out the evening. Some tables
seemed to have a deal with lady
luck as prize after prize went in
the same direction. Other win-
ners shrieked with delight when,

nal and larger prizes were called.
A boys bike went to Judy
Franchak, girls bike to Alan
Boettger, a CD player to Meg
Hunsicker, a VCR/TV to
Loretta Gati and the 50/50
drawing was won by Sharon and
John Geczy.

The Athletic Booster Club

spent many months organizing

the event. The items available
for auction offered something
for everyone. The various SPHS
sports teams worked hard to
create the coveted prizes that
represented them. Many South
Plainfield businesses once again
showed their support with their
generous' gifts.

. The Sports Auction Commit-
tee is’ comprised-of.Ginny.Bu-
trico, Margaret Celentano, Nelia
Diaz, Janet Donnelly, Mike En-
glish, Loretta Gati, Cathie Kel-
ler, Laurie Kurilew and Mickey
Wrublevski. -

they

Park Hotel Residents’ Art
Work on Display

Art work, including water
colors and paintings, completed

by residents of the Park Hotel

will be on display at United Fam-
ily and Children’s Society in
Plainfield on Friday, Dec. 1 from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. This second an-
nual art exhibit will feature vari-
ous original works painted by
the residents under the instruc-
tion of local artist Fermin
Martinez. : :

United Family and Children’s
Society, a non-profit family ser-
vices agency, provides counsel-
ing, advocacy, recreational and
support services under a con-
tract with the NJ Division of
Mental Health Services to resi-
dents of the Park Hotel, a li-
censed residential health care

facility for adults located in
Plainfield.

All are welcome to visit the
display and light refreshments
will be served. Last year’s inau-
gural art show was a huge suc-
cess and the artists have been
preparing for the event for the
past 12 months. United Family
is located at 305 West Seventh
St. in Plainfield. The agency also
offers professional counseling,
mental health services for chil-
dren, adolescents and families
programs for pregnant teens and
infant foster care. United Fam-
ily is a member of the United
Way and is a NJ licensed adop-
tion agency.

Call (908) 755-3636 for direc-
tions or more information.

documents and the interview questions.

Case at (732) 446-5090.

SP SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH
COMMUNITY/STAFF INPUT SESSION
DECEMBER 5, 2000 7 PM. to 9 PM.

GRANT SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

The Board of Education invites you to attend an input session to gather information
“to be used to set criteria for the background, training and experience necessary for
the new Superintendent of Schools. Our search consultant, Francine Case, New
Jersey School Boards Association, will explain the search procedure, the roles played
by the Board, the staff and the public in the pracess, and the calendar of the actual
search. Discussion will center on the strengths, concerns, ongoing issues and future
initiatives which will face the new superintendent. Information gathered, together with
input from other focus groups, will be used to shape a variety of candidate review

~ PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT MEETING
DECEMBER 5, 2000-7 P.M. to- 9 PM. GRANT SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

For more information please call the Board Office at (308) 754-4620 or Francine
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SPHS Travellng Chmr Makes Recordmg Debut

By Carne Reilly

~ Tis the season! Christmas sea-
son has finally arrived and the
members of South Plainfield
High School’s Traveling Choir
are truly excited. This year, as
part of a fundraiser for the SPHS
Chorus Fund, the members have
ventured to take their singing
to a higher level.

Plans to make a recording of
the group’s repertoire have in
the works for several years now,
after chorus members had the
privilege of going to recording
studios in Pennsylvania three
years ago to record selections
from Handel’s Messiah as part
of the Chorus Holiday CD
project. Unfortunately, affiliation
with the recording studio have
been lost, and in the same un-
timely but fortunate situation,
this year’s Traveling Choir has
been more prepared, as opposed
to last year, when due to lack of
participants, there was no exist-
ing group at all. ;

Nevertheless, all hope was not
lost for dreams of this CD’s pro--
duction. The group returned
this year with an abundance of
members whose thoughts of re-
cording had not diminished at
all. In fact, they became a real-
ity when SPHS senior and cur-

rent traveling choir member,

Matthew. Pulomena gracmusly

offered the use of his equipment
for the recording.

Selections recorded include a

varlety of classic Holiday favor-

. ites, as well as Choir Director

Tracy Murray’s personal addi-
tions. Songs featured on the CD
are: Angels We Have Heard On
High, Carol of the Bells, Wassail

Sonyg, The Hallelwjah Chorus, The:

Heavens Are Telling, O Holy
Night, Silent Night, Sleigh Ride,
The Sleigh, Joy To The World, Do
Yo Hear What I Heor,
Hannukah and Deck The Halls.

Distribution plans are set for

carly this month with CDs avail-

able for $15 and cassettes for
$10. Pre-orders are being ac-
cepted for cassettes only.

To place an order, contact Mr.
Murray at SPHS, (908) 754-
4620, ext. 278.

For a live performance of
these songs from the Choir, as

- well as performances from the

entire SPHS Choir, Emeralds
and Jades Ensembles, be sure to
attend their Holiday Concert on
Thursday, Dec. 14 at 7 p.m., in
the auditorium at SPHS.

Holiday Giving For Needy Pets

The Plainfield- Animal Hospi-
tal is accepting pet food dona-
tions to be distributed to needy
pets for the holiday season.

Please bring canned or dry pet
foods to the drop off box at the

‘Animal Hospital, 2201 Park

Ave., South Plainfield from 8

am. to 8 p.m., Monday through

Friday and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Saturdays. :
Food will be distributed to
“People For Animals” and “The
Animal Rescue Force,” two local
non-profit pet organizations.
For more information on these
organizations visit our website at
www.plainfieldanimalhosp.com.

Azello

Chiropractic Center, PC.

Your Hometown Source for Health & Welln_ess

2201 South Clinton Avenue, Suite H
South Plainfield, NJ 07080-1471
On the corner of New Market and South Clinton

[ 7552289 |




December 1, 2000

» South Plainfield Observer -

o7 e

Roosevelt Schbbl Celebrates Thanksgiving

Roosevelt School’s first and: sec-
ond graders recently held their an-
nual Thanksgiving feast. They
learned about the Pilgrims and
Indians and our country’s very
first Thanksgiving and chose
whether they would portray a pil-
grim or Indian. The students had
fun making costumes; Indian
headresses with paper fcathcrs,
macaroni necklaces and colonial
hats and collars. In early October
music teacher Miss Sharon Perez
began to teach them songs for the
feast.

Before the event, parents set
long tables for the feast. Food was

provided and prepared by parents

and the PTA. Teachers made
cookies and cornbread and pop-
corn. Parents and family filled the

tables and the sides of the gym.

As the program began the chil-
dren entered and the two grades
sat opposite each other. After Mr.
Barbiere’s opening, they recited
the Pledge of Allegiance. They
alternated singing ten patriotic or
Thanksgiving songs including
America, Thank You, All Things
Bright, Over the River and more.
They used American Sign Lan-
guage with a number of their
songs and closed the entertain-

“ment portion of the feast with the

school song, Roosevelt’s Children.

As the students dined on tur-
key, the Pilgrims sat side by side
with Indians much as they did
long ago. The first-second grade
Thanksgiving feast is a 17-year-
old tradition at Roosevelt School.

S rniture” e
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Call Frank @ ¥
Herniage Marketplace
- 908-791-3820

Don’t Let The Grinch Rum
Your Holiday Cooking

The holidays seem to be
a time of baking, cook-
ing and get ‘togethers,
and in many families,
this centers around the
kitchen table. So be
sure to bring your
merriment into -
your kitchen as
well and don’t Jet
the Grinch rui
your holidays.
Take  special -

‘care with food safety. These tips
from the USDA Department of
Agriculture will help.

* Failing to refrigerate perish-
able, prepared or lefrover foods
within two hours can carry them
into the “Danger Zone.” A tem-
perature zone of 4-140°F is a
breeding ground for bacteria.
Take special care with cream
cheese, deli meats, block cheese,
mayonnaise and sour cream.

¢ Cross contamination is also
a factor. The following tips will
assist you in safe food prepara-
tion:

- Use one cutting board for

=)

' meats and another for frults and

vegetables.

* Wash your hands and tools
that have come in contact with
raw meat thoroughly before touch-
ing other foods.

* After handling raw meat,

sanitize your
workspace using a
light solution: of
bleach and water;
use 2-3 teaspoons
of household

bleach to one

quart of wa-
ter. For ease of
J use put the so-
lution in a la-
beled  kitchen

spritzer.

* Use separate plates for raw
and cooked meats.

* NEVER reuse a marinade
to baste cooked meats after it has
been used to marinate raw meats.

* Take internal terrperatures of
meats using a pocket thermom-
eter.

* Don’t thaw food on the
counter; bacteria grow quickly at
room temperature. Thaw food in
the refrigerator or-in the micro-
wave just before cooking food.

For specific food safety ques-
tions, contact the USDA’s Meat

_and Poultry Hotline at 1-800-535-

4555.

Ideas like these ave shaved at cook-
ing classes offered by Marie Markey,
Independent Katchen Consultant for
the Pampered Chef. For additional
information, contact Marie Markey
908-755-3213 or MMPamrChf
@unol.com

Sacred Heart
Church

149 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ

Very Rev. John Paul ‘
"Alvarado, Pastor

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Evening Mass 5:45 p.m.
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:15 a.m.
Weekdays 9:00 a.m. (cﬁurcﬁ)

Sacrament of Reconciliation

and after 5:45 p.m. Vigil Mass

Monday Eve. Mass with Miraculous Meda[ Novena Prqyers 7pm.
Holy Days 7 p.m. (Vigil); 7 and 9 a.m., 12: 10pm.

Satunfay 11 a.m.- 12 noon, 5:15 -5: 45pm.

Personalized- A Book

 From the moment children open one of our hooks, their magical
adventure begins. They love to read when the story is about them.
Your child can lead a big circus parade, visit the land of the
dinosaurs, save the day at the zoo, make a Christmas wish and
more. Call to experience for yourself how feading becomes exciting
with personalized children's books. F

Open House Craft Sale

December 16 - 23

B2 Rbous Brie o Geefis

1715 Oxford Avenue
(Off Maple Avenue)
10am - 4pm everyday!

So. Plainfield, NJ
(908) 755-4049
Fax (908) 755-5840
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Blaze U-12 Girls SOccer
Finish Their Season 8-1- 1

At home and for the sccond
time this season the South Plain-
tield Blaze U-12 girls ‘traveling
soccer team beat the New Provi-
dence- Wildcats 1-nil. Once again
the defense prevailed producing
another shutout and allowing only
three scores all season.

Leading the way Keeper Becky
Keller had a great day in the net
while strong performances from
outside fullbacks Tiffany Smith,
Ashleigh Gaspari and Katelyn
Conrad handled all attacks wide.
Our sweepers and stopper Jenna
Delillo, Elizabeth Flannery and
Jackie Miller stopped all pressure
in the middle while midfielders
Dorian Bishop, Joy Maszczak,
Jennifer Copeland, Ashley Little
and Megan Boyle did a great job
controlling all-loose balls in the

‘middle.
The only strike of the game

‘came early when in the eighth

minute outside midfielder Megan

- Boyle tapped in a shot on the right
side producing her second score

of the season and back to back
games. -Strong effort and relent-
less attacks by our forwards
Denise Lopez and Kate Hardy
were met by a much-improved
Wildcat defense.

- This win capped an incredible
season at 8-1-1. Words can’t de-
scribe how proud I am of the hard
work and dedication these girls
have given. Congratulations on a
fantastic season girls!

Visit the South Plainfield Soc-
cer Club at www.soplfdsoccer
club.com.

~Submitted by Coach Hardy

- United Under 12 Soccer
Team Wins Flight Crown

The boys Under-12 team trav-
eled to Millburn to play for the
Flight Championship. Dominat-

ing from the start of the kickoff; -

the first goal came when John
Lopez dribbled through two
Millburn defenders and passed the
ball to Kevin Bolivar for the easy
goal. The second goal came on a
pass by Kevin Bolivar to Chris
Herbster as he shot from twenty
yards out and left the goalie stand-
ing, and that is how the half ended.
The second half began with
aggressive play on the Millburn
side, however Under 12 kids
would not let up. The defense con-
‘tained the Millburn attack. The
next goal came when Vinnie
Padula passed the ball forward to
John Lopez as he juggled his way
through the defenders and bur-
ied the ball into the net. The last
goal came on a cross from Justin
Basilone to Matt Fabino for the
final goal. But the Millburn team
would not go out quietly, scoring
" two goals before the final whistle.
Nevertheless, it was a team ef-

- fort, the.team consisting of the
most ‘fabulous kids—Anthony
Moretti as goalie, defense Nick
Baldasarre, Trevor Rastelli, Steve
Dvorak and Victor Koudriavtsey,
the midfield Diego Arroyo, Josue
Llerena, Vinnie Padula, Danny

_ ATTENTION
~ TENANTS

Enjoy the Same Security
That Homeowners Do!

‘Hubner and Kevin Bolivar. The
front line is comprised of Justin

Basilone, Chris®Herbster, Jared
Jones, Bllly Hodge, John Lopez
and Matt Fabino. The team was

coached by. Pete Bolivar;and: Wally:.

Bolivar.

The team closed out the season

with a 9-1 record and an outstand-
ing 48 goals in favor and only giv-
ing up eight goals all season.

A special thanks to all the par-
ents and a congratulations to all
the kids on a great season.

“South Plalnf eld Fire Under 9 Soccer Team

Fire U9 Soccer Team Ends Season ina Blaze‘

The South Plainfield Fire soc-
cer team ended there season with
an’' away game against the
Bridgewater Fire Soccer Club.
The SP Fire was playing to avenge
their first meeting against the
Bridgewater Fire. That first game
ended with a nail biting 2-3 loss
for the Fire.

Before the game started, the
players on the SP Fire team
wanted Coach Scot Bishop and
Coach Paul Baldasarre to. know
that they were the strongest team
using the FIRE name.

The SP Fire started the game
in high gear. Bissy Martin was
playing the midfield, moving the
ball out to the sidelines where Jon-
athan Llerena and Anthony Bal-

- dasarre kept crossing the ball back

and forth until Jonathan found a
hole and made a great shot to put

the SP Fire up by one. The SP
Fire kept the shots on goal com-
ing but the Bridgewater goalie
managed to stop the efforts.

Late in the second half the SP

Fire was awarded a direct kick .

from outside the 18 yard line.
Both coaches quickly agreed to
use the strong kicking ability of
defensive player Gregory Herb-
ster to take the shot. WHAT a
shot it was—a hard shot to the far
upper corner. The goalie had no

Papa at left defense, and Richie
Zeliga at right defense were just
to tough to get by. The coaches
asked Riley Hubner to step-up to
the plate and help out on defense
and step-up he did. The defense
just kept feeding the ball up to
the front line. Scot Bishop at left

wing kept the pressure on by tak-
ing some great shots on goal and
crossing the ball to the right side.
This paid oft when Mike Farrel
received a nice.cross and didn’t

chance” a‘"%pp’iﬂ?ﬂrrbzﬂandw timesputting. the balliin

just had to watch it go into the
net. The SP Fire took a 2 to 0
lead into half time.

The Fire wanted to celebrate but
they knew they still bad their work
cut out for them if they wanted to
win this game. The second half
of the game was all defense. Kyle
Pompilio at center defense, Dylan

Typhoons U-11 Team Take Title With Tie

The Boys Under 11 Typhoons
came from behind against the sec-
ond place North Hunterdon
Thunder for a 2-2 tie and their
first League Champxomhlp with
a 7-2-1 record.

The Typhoons came out a little
tight and fell behind by two goals

before the midway point of the

first half. The Thunder appeared

loose and seemed to be every-

where as they stopped any threats
and kept constant pressure on our
defense by scoring their two €arly

goals.. But South Plainfield would.

not be denied and the determined
team fought back with goals by
Brandon Ullom (his first of the

Lynx - Wireless Security System*

relocate (Free re-installation if
within- 75 miles of present home
or apartment)

* No damage to home or apartment
- System can be moved if you

« Central station monitoring.

Security
Concepts us m
ofF MippLEsex CouUNTY

908-757-7344

*| ease Option Available

Call 908-757-7344 for free demo and further information.

year) and Brendan O’Shea, as the
two teams went into halftime all
squared.

With the momentum clearly
taken away and the pressure now
on North Hunterdon, the Ty-
phoons needed a solid and error
free second half in order to cel-

ebrate. The play of halfbacks John .

Polizzano, Matt Helgesen,
O’Shea and Ullom, along: with
strikers John Christ, Brian Fabino,

. Jonathan Marcoux, Steven Guev-

rara and Eric Rovayo, helped to

ENCOURAGE YOUR ORGANIZATION TO
SEND US THEIR UPCOMING EVENTS. We .

keep the ball in the opponents
zone. While the reliable goal-
tending of Grey Coppi and the
strong performances of fullbacks

Keith Heckel, J.R. Licato, Chris

Pennisi and Greg Watts secured
the tie and the title with a score-
less second half.

The coaches, Pio Pennisi, Kurt
Ullom and Keith Heckel, should
be proud as their time and dedi-
cation to this team really paid off
with a fine end to a great season.
Congratulations to all!

SUGGEST A BUSINESS FQR Us TO
- SPOTLIGHT. If you have had great service in

the net. Scot followed up shortly
afterward with a nice-shot in the
near corner of the ‘goal. The
Bridgewater team didn’t want to
give up and had some nice shots
on goal.

Michael Mchugh did a great job
stopping the shots and preserv-
ing the shutout. The last quarter
Anthony Baldasarre was asked to
play sweeper giving Bissy a well
needed rest. Anthony stepped up
to the plate and did a great job
controlling the midfield. Late in
the last quarter Dylan Papa, with
his strong left foot, made a great
cross to the far post where Mike
Farrel was in position to put the
ball right in the net.

The final score was SP Fire-5,
Bridgewater Fire0. The S.P. Fire
ended the season in a blaze of
glory. Congratulation to the Fire,
you played an awesome game.

— Submitted by Conches
_ Baldasarre and Bishop

want to add them to AROUND TOWN. It can
make.your event more successful. Send them to
us by mail, fax or e-mail.

SEND US INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR
MILESTONES, i.e., promotions, births, engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, graduations.
Include photos. Share your good news with the
community!

IF THERE IS SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO
MAKES A DIFFERENCE in South Plainfield?
Thank them by letting us know.

USE THE OBSERVER AS AN ADVERTISING
TOOL. introduce your business to the commu-
nity. Promote your specials or sales. Residents
would rather patronize local businesses than
travel out of town. It is more convenient and it’s
good for the local economy.

South Plainfield share it with your neighbors
through the newspaper.

. SUBMIT LETTERS TO THE EDITOR to allow

readers to discuss and react to issues. -

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS. If you have an event,,
take a photo, write a caption identifying the event

“and people and send it to us via mail. The best

photos record action and don’t include so many
people that it is impossible to identify-anyone.
Please don’t send us photocopies or laser prmts
They don’t reproduce well.

'HOW TO CONTACT US. By mail: 1110 Hamilton
~ Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080;

By phone: 908-668-0010;By fax: 908-668-8819;
By email: ggnan@aol.

SUBSCRIBE. It’s $25. (in town) for one year!!
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Tiger Wrestlers Crown Two Champlons

By Robert Hunter

. Well, folks ifs that time of yeaf

again, when our wrestlers take to
the mat and prepare for the up-
coming season.

The Tigers kicked off the sea-
son with a very good showing in
the Eighth Annual Scott Van

Doren Memorial Wrestling Tour-

nament. Fourteen Tiger wrestlers
entered this preseason classic and
came home with eleven overall
medals.

In the Bantam division, Corey
Hay, 59 Ib. class, pinned Dylan
Siciensky in the semi-final round,
but dropped his final to Mike
Hafke of Voorhees for-second
place. :

John Wylam, in the 69 Ib.class,
pinned Thomas Scerbo of Belle
Mead and defeated Justin
Klamerous of Kitatinny 6-1. Wy-
lam lost in the finals by decision
for second place.

Mike Wagner, 80 lb. class,
pinned Bryan Sternlieb in the

semi-finals and lost a tough 7-6

decision in the finals to Bobby
Burd of Voorhees.
In the Midget division, the Ti-

- gers claimed the first title of the

day when Patrick Hunter, 63 Ib.
class, defeated Sean Kane of Ken-
ilworth 5-4. He then faced state

placc winner Nick Pastorc of Ho—
patcong in the semi-final. round

- and won it in overtime to advance

to the finals, where he met Jo-

seph Hayes of Kitatinny and won

by a 7-4 decision for-the title.
Mark Wagner, 87 Ib. class, lost

- his opening round match, a tough

4-3 decision. Wagner came back
strong in the consolation round
and pinned Matt Murray of

Methuen, Mass. and defeated Billy

Bancroft of Flemington 6-1 for
fifth place. Also winning matches
but not placing were Jonathan
Conroy, 80 Ib. class and Nick
Vallone, 75 Ib. class.

In the Junior division, the Ti-
gers also had a strong perfor-
mance starting with Robert Gen-
tile, 66 Ib. class. He lost his semi-

final match to Luke Grassi of Red

Hawk, then came back strong
defeating Gabriel Ramos of Mat
Time for a third place finish.

Billy Asnault, 75 Ib.class, lost
his opening round match 4-1, then
came back with a fall over An-
thony Vinciguerro of Methuen,
Mass. and a 4-2 decision win over
Gary Paswell of Somers, NY for
a fifth- place finish.

‘Mike Jakubik, 80 Ib. class, lost
his opening match, but came back
with a decision over Billy Strath-
ern for fifth place.

Turkey Day Tourney Draws 400+

The South Plainfield Recreation
wrestlers kicked off their season
at the Annual Turkey Day Wres-
tling Tournament. This annual

wrestling classic draws 400 plus’

wrestlers and a hlgh level of com-
petition.

In the Bantam division, Randy
Jakubik, 52.3-pound weight class,
won his first two matches by a
fall, before dropping a 7-3 deci-
sion in the finals to TJ Guidice of
Hillsborough for.second place.

In the Midget, 58.3-pound
weight class, Nick Heilmann won
his first match 9-7, lost his semi-
final-match 9-4 and then came
back strong in the consolation
round with a fall over Rich

Darroch for third place.

Mike Wagner, 72-pound weight
class, won his opening match by
a fall, but lost his semi-final match
7-1. In the consolation round, he
pinned Mike Muhe of South
Brunswick for third place.

In-the Junior 87-pound weight
class, Mark Wagner won his open-
ing round match by a fall. In the
semi-final round he lost a close 6-
5 decision: In the consolation
round Wagner defeated Fred
Reisen of Tewksberry 9-5 for third
place.

Also winning matches but not
placing were Nick Pauls, Kyle
Hughes, Corey Hay, John Wylam
and Nick Vallone.

Tigers Win in PA Tournament

Four Tiger wrestlers traveled to
Easton, Pa. for the Tenth Annual
Notre Dame Turkey Day Wres-
tling Classic. This tournament
known for its outstanding com-
petition was just that. Wrestlers
from New York, New Jersey and
Pennsylvania hit the mat in this
single elimination tournament.

In the Bantam division the Ti-
gers Mike Wagner, 75-pounds,
won the title. In his first match,
Wagner only needed 17 seconds
to pin Harold Conti of Notre
Dame. In the semi-final round,
Wagner defeated Blake Pauls of
‘Moorestown, Pa. by a fall at the

1:58 mark. In the finals, Wagner
defeated fellow New Icrscy wres-

tler Wayne Young of Voorhees
Twp. by 9-1 decision.

In the Midget Division, Patrick
Hunter, 65- pounds won his first
match by major decision 18-4 over
Brian Horcus of Council Rock,
Pa. In the quarterfinal round
Hunter defeated the number one
seed, Anthony Burke of Palmer,
Pa., by tech fall 16-0 at 2:21. In

the semi-final round Hunter de-
feated Jordan Gylkas of North

Bethlehem, Pa.. In the finals -

Hunter met the national place win-
ner Jake Moribito of Palmer, Pa.
Morbito was too much to handle
and won by fall.

In the Junior Division, Mark
Wagner, 90-pounds, lost his open-
ing round to the Eastern National
runner-up, Josh Bean of Johnson
City, NY 3-1. With Bean taking

an early 3-0 lead, Wagner fought
back with an escape and almost
had the takedown at the buzzer.

Jimmy Conroy, 75- pounds,

dominated the weight class. He

did not have a point scored
against him in the tournament.
In the pre-lim, Conroy pinned
Scott Acvery of Nazreth, Pa. at
1:20. In the quarter final round,
Conroy defeated Adam Hlusnan
of North Lehigh by a tech fall
15-0 at 2:18. In the semi-final
round, he defeated AJ Hrabar of
Piscataway 7-0 and Conroy
claimed the title when he’ defeated
Tyler Milonka of Jefferson, 6-0.

' Nick Dorey, also in the 80 Ib.
class, won his opening round

‘match 7-6, lost “his- semi-final

match and then came back to de-
feat fellow teammate Bryan Hunt
8-4 for third place. :

Bryan Hunt, 80 Ib.class, ‘won
his opening match by a fall over
Jesse Burke of North Brunswick.
He dropped his next match and
his consolation match to team-
mate Nick Dorey for fourth place.
Looks like the Tigers are a deep
80 pounds.

Kevin Crilley, 164 Ib. class,
claimed the second title of the day
when he won his opening match
by decision over Dan Gaydick of
Voorhees and won his final by a
fall over Chris Bishop of Voorhees.

Sam Martin, 90 Ib. class, also

had a strong showing, winning a
match in a very tough weight class.

|
{juniorbasebaliclubnotes

| Eichler and the current Executive Board of the Woman Auxiliary:

| 7 at Flanagans Restaurant. The 2001 Executive Board will be offi-

il

- Eichler, Donna Hanley, Rita Doell and Debbie Boyle will be hon-'

| treasurer. Volunteers are still needed to help support the many

| the upcoming season.

WOMAN’S AUXILIARY TO HOLD ANNUAL PARTY-Cindy
Club will be bolding their annual party this year on Thursday, Dec.
cially installed at this get together and the current board of Cindy

ored. For tickets or further information, please contact Cindy Eicher
or the club for further details.

The new board for 2001 will be Stacy Lake, president; Nancy
Jakubic, vice president; Cathy Pollin, secretary and Tammy Cassano,’

fundraisers and functions that the Woman’s Auxiliary sponsors.
Please contact any of the above noted individuals or call the club
for further details at 908-754-2090.

Starting in January 2001, the Woman Auxiliary will meet on-the
first Thursday of each month at the SPJBC clubhouse at 7:30 p.m.

NEXT GENERAL MEMEBERSHIP MONTHLY TO BE HELD
MONDAY, DEC. 4 AT 7:30 P.M.-Our next regularly scheduled
monthly meeting will be held on Monday, Dec. 4 at 7:30 p.m.

Volunteers are still needed for several committees for the upcom-
ing year. As always, new members are welcomed and we encour-
age you to attend. Your participation will help shape the club for’

SECOND COACHES CLINIC SET FOR TUESDAY, DEC. 12—
The SPJBC will be offering ‘free’ monthly Coaches Clinics. Our |
first one, held on Nov. 14, was attended by 25 men. The next
scheduled clinic is set for Tuesday, Dec. 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the
SPJBC clubhouse. Topics in upcoming clinics will include: Prac-
tice Organization; Hitting; Throwing; Fielding; Pitching; and
Catching. Special thanks go out to Tom Kiczula for his time and
effort in organizing the clinics and to Ray Ciecwisz for running
the clinics. All current SPJBC coaches in all leagues and any new
individuals interested in coaching are welcomed.

WINTER REGISTRATION SET FOR JAN. 11, 12, 13—Our
next scheduled registration is set for Thursday, Jan. 11 from 6 to 9
p.m., Friday, Jan. 12 from 6 to 9 p.m, and Saturday, Jan. 13 from
9 am. to 3 p.m. at the clubhouse. As mention previously, we had
a good start in during our Fall Registration in October when 250
kids registered. Further details to follow or call the club for infor-
mation at 908-754-2090.

Send a check or money or-
der for $25/one year (out- |

iB, South Plainfield. NJ I
07080 Or order your sub- I

“ Please send me home dellverl of the Observer.

of-town-$30) payable to: j NAME
South Plainfield Observer, |
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite ADDRESS

scription via email at |

and send your check to the |
above address.

nancyg@spobserver.com | pHONE NUMBER
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Elizabeth ”BeI‘IY”
- McGregor, 66

Elizabeth “Betty” McGregor
died on Friday, Nov. 17, at the
Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield.

She was born in Paterson and

grew up in Hawthorne. She had
resided in South Plainfield for thc
last 35 years.

Betty had worked as a secre-
tary for Lockheed Electronics in
North Plainfield for 10 years, be-
fore retiring in 1990.

Surviving are two daughters
-and a son-in-law, Colleen Munno
and Tracy and Paul Gorman; a son
and daughter-in-law, Robert and
Tammy McGregor, all of South
Plainfield; her sister, Margaret
“Peggy” Wassel of Wyckoff and
three grandchildren, Robert and
Tan McGregor and Allison Gor-
man.

Funeral arrangements were by
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Memorial donations to Muhlen-
berg Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield would be greatly appre-
c1ated

Clairmonte Austin, 43

Clairmonte Austin died on |

Wednesday, Nov. 22, at JEK Ha-
ven Hospice in Edison.

Born in Guyana, South Amer-
ica, Mr. Austin came to the United
States in the late 1970’ and re-
sided in Orangc and Plainfield
before settling in South Plainfield
15 years ago.

He was employed as the man-
ager of the ShopRite Liquor
Store in Old Bridge and was pre-
viously. employed as- the redemp-
tion manager for the former Con-
solidated Supermarkets Incorpo-
rated in Union.

Surviving are his wife, Eliza-
beth (Graham), three children,
Candice, Terrence and Anthony
Austin, -all of South Plainfield; his
father, Nigel Austin, his mother,
Agatha Myers; three sisters, Euclin
Blair of Canada, Jennifer Austin
of Denville and Michelle Hodges
of New York and six brothers,
Aubrey Shung of Piscataway,
Casswell Shung of Canada, Hor-
ace Austin of Pa., Mark-Austin of

Consideration

It is far easier for the family if a family
plot is arranged prior to need. The
considerate staff at Hillside
| Cemetery will assist your selection.
All lots are in fully developed areas
and include perpetual care.
Located on Woodland Avenue in"
Scotch Plains, a
non-profit organization. 908.756.1729

Hillside Cemetery

www.hillsidecemetery.com

Piscataway, Clay Austin of E.
Orange and David Austin of E.
Orange.

Funeral services were hcld at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Jess Norman Towhin, 84

Jess Norman Towbin died on
Monday, Nov. 20, in the Chelesea
Senior Residence in Warren, NJ.

‘Born in Brooklyn, Mr. Towbin -

had resided in South-Plainfield for
the past 44 years.

Mr. Towbin was employed as
an account executive for J. Ro-
senbloom & Sons, a division of
Kraftco in Woodbridge, retiring
20 years ago. Previously he was
employed with Loeb Rhoades &
Company of New York' City for
10 years and McCromick & Co.
in Baltimore for 22 years.

He served in the United States
Army during WWII and was a
member of the VEW Post #6763
of South Plainfield. =

Mr. Towbin was elected in
1984 to the Board of Trustees of
the Muhlenberg Foundation. In
1989, he received the Lowell E

Johnson Philanthropic. Service -

Award from the Board of* Gover-
nors for his outstanding philan-
thropic support. Through his lead-
ership, the Towbin fund of Muh-
lenberg Regional Medical Center
was established, which provides

funds for a vascular laboratory and’

cardiac ‘balloon pump among
other significant ‘projects.

Mr. Towbin attended the New‘

York Stock Exchange Institute
and the Management Program at
New York University.

From 1964 until 1967 Mr. Tow-
bin chaired the South Plainfield
Redevelopment Agency. He was

a former Trustee of the Watchung '

Boy Scouts Council and former
President of Cedarcroft Home.
He was also recognized by the,
Bamberger’s. Co. as “Citizen of
the Year” and was a committee
member of the Bonnie Sue Kaplan
Fund.

He is survived by his wife Dor-.
is E. (Frink), with whom- he
would have been married to 54

years on Thanksgiving Day; his

daughter and son-in-law;- Lisa and
Leonard Olim and his son and
daughter-in-law;, Barry and Laura
Towbin, all of South Plainfield; a

brother, A. Robert Towbin of |

New York City and two grand-
children, ‘Michael and Zachary
Olim. :

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home. For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in his memory. to
the Towbin Foundation, ¢/o Muh-
lenberg Regional Medical Center,
Park Ave. and Randolph Road
Plainfield, NI 07060. ‘ v

(908) 561-8000

2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

HOME FOR FUNERALS

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.
William C. McCriskin, V. Pres.; Dir.

James F. Connaughton, Assoc. Dir.

James A. Gustafson, Dir.

Plocise Support oun Aedvertisons.

Antoinette E. (Muglia)
Bengivenga, 88

Antoinette E. (Muglia) Bengi-
venga died suddenly on Thanks-
giving Day (Nov. 23) in Muhlen-
berg Regional Medical Center:

Born in Brooklyn, NY, she had
resided in Plainfield for 35 years
before moving to. South Plainfield
in 1972. ;

Mrs. Bengivenga was a home-
maker and in earlier years, she

had been employed as a seamstress

for the former Bruno Dress Co.
of South Plainfield and Star Dress
Co. of Plainfield. She was a mem-
ber of St. Mary’s RC Church in
Plainfield and attended the 7:45
a.m. Mass every Sunday.

She was a former member of
the Tri-County Senior Citizens of
Piscataway and had been an avid
bowler. She bowled in the Super
Sr. League with her late husband,
Ralph, for 15 years at the AME
Strike N Spare Bowling lanes in
Green Brook. She had also
bowled in various bowling
leagues in the Plainfield area for
many years. Mrs. Bengivenga had
an interest in crafts and .had been
a great joke teller. Many years ago
she was active with Girl Scout-
ing.

Mrs. Bengivenga had stayed in
daily contact with her family and
friends and will be greatly missed.

Her husband of 63 years, Ralph
Bengivenga, died in April of this
year. She is also predeceased by her
sister, Anna Miele and two broth-
ers, Joseph P. and Carl Muglia.

byRobert Hunter

SWEET SORROW

Grieving encompasses a range
of strong emotions that grip
survivors in the wake of the loss
of a family member or friend.
The process may be likened
somewhat to being cast adrift
on a storm-tossed sea. There is
the feeling of isolation, as well
as the suspicion that nature has
unleashed forces that challenge
our very -existence. In time,
however, the storm passes and
the sea, again, becomes tran-
quil. With the worst behind us,
we are free to quietly recount
our remembrances. It is then
that we may be gripped with

sorrow. This quiet emotion was
once described by Dorothy
Parker: “Sorrow is tranquility

remembered in emotion.”
These words are as gentle as

the feeling they describe.

We often feel, at this time of

bereavement, that we have been
abandoned, rejected by fate-or di-
vine providence, and thus set apart
from the society of those who are
unmarked by loss and grief. For this
reason, we come together, with fam-
ily and friends, to honor one who
has passed away, and to show our
support and affection for those in
sorrow. The staff at the JAMES H.
CONROY FUNERAL HOME, lo-
cated at 2456 Plainfield Avenue, in
South Plainfield, are committed to
provide courteous, thoughtful ser-
vice in times of need. To schedule a
consultation, please call 756-2800.

“There is no greater sorrow than-
to recall a time of happiness when
in misery.”

—Dante

Surviving are two daughters
and sons-in-law, Judy and Sandy
Dileo of South Plainfield, Phyllis
and Michael Colucci of Piscata-
way; two sons and daughters-in-
law; Robert and April Bengivenga
of South Plainfield, George and
Janice Bcngwcnga of Bound
Brook; her son, Anthony Bengi-
venga and his fiance, Lydia Bravo

of Green Brook; her son, Ralph.

Bengivenga, Jr., of Flemington;
two sisters, Jennie Muglia of
South Plainfield and Edith Guar-
acci of Piscataway; four brothers,
Jasper Muglia-of Palm Coast Fla.,
Alfred Muglia of Midlothian, Va.,

_Ernest Muglia of Athol, Mass. and

Victor Muglia of South Plainfield.
Also surviving are 17 grandchil-
dren, 20 great grandchildren and
many nieces and nephews.
Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Ronald Przybowski; 45

Ronald Przybowski died on
Tuesday, Nov. 14, at Muhlenberg
Regional Center in Plainfield.-

Born in Elizabeth, Mr. Przy-
bowski had resided in Avene] be-

fore settling in South Plainfield

- in the early 1960’.

He had been employed at
AT&T in Lincroft in the mainte-
nance department. He was pre-

. viously employed at the Piscata-

way office in the shipping and
receiving department and he ini-
tially started his career with Bell

-Labs in Murray Hill in the plant

maintenance department. Mr.
Przybowski received various
training and certifications
through his employment, includ-
ing EMT and Fire Safety Profi-
ciency.

He was an avid ocean fisher-
man and enjoyed taking his two.
sons when possible.

He is predeceased by his father,

Edward Przybowski ‘Sr., who
died in February of 1999.
_ Surviving are his wife; Linda
(Zawadzki) Przybowski; two
sons, Michael and Christopher
Przybowskx his mother, Frances
(Puchlick) Przybowski, all of
South Plainfield and his brother,
Edward Przybowski, Jr., of Kenil-
worth.

Funeral arrangements were by
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

LEGAL NOTICES

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF

THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW -
JERSEY; THAT:

Ordinance #1554 entitled: AN ORDINANCE TO
AMEND THE BY LAWS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD be adopted
on first reading and advertised in The Observer on
Friday, December 1, 2000 and that a public hearing
be held Thursday, December 14, 2000 at 8:00 PM in
the Municipal Building, South Plainfield, New
Jersey. :

ORDINANCE #1554

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BY LAWS OF
THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD.

WHEREAS, IT IS TO THE BENEFIT OF THE "

CITIZENS OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD TO CLARIFY COUNCILMATIC
RESPONSIBILITIES AS SET FORTH IN THE BY
LAWS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD..

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF

-SOUTH PLAINFIELD THAT THE FOLLOWING

REVISION BE MADE TO THE BY LAWS OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD,

ARTICLE VI “DUTIES OF STANDING COMMIT-

_ TEES OF THE COUNCIL shall be revised as follows:

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

SECTION 1. The Economic Development
Committee shall have primary responsibility for the
following described activities and matters:

A. liaison betweén the Mayor and Council, the
Planning Board, the Land Management
Advisory Committee and the Business
Advisory Group:

B. the administration, practices, procedures
and records of the following: Zoning/
Planning Offices & Building/Construction
Department.

C. be aware of the problems and activities
concerning industry and commerce and
strive for solutions to these problems.

D. aid public education concerning all projects .
undertaken by the Planning Board and the

Land Management Advisory Committee.

E. recommend foreclosure action and
subsequent administration and disposition
of property acquired by the Borough under
foreclosure of tax title liens. :

F. recommend sale of all Borough owned
property no longer needed for public
purposes. All sales of both tax sale certificates
and real property shall be conducted in
accordance with general law and any local
ordinances and in-accordance with the
terms and conditions prescribed by the
Council for any specific sale.

G. chairperson of this committee shall be a
member of the Planning Board.

All other provisions of the By Laws of the. Council .

of the Borough of South Plainfield shall remain in
full force and effect.

DANIEL GALLAGHEB, Mayor

ATTEST:
Mary Blue/Deputy Municipal Clerk
$70.50 December 1, 2000

' BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

Ordinance #1552 entitled: AN ORDINANCE
MAKING THE PROVISIONS OF SUBTITLE ONE
OF TITLE 39 ‘WITH VARIOUS TRAFFIC
REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO THE VILLAGES
AT SOUTH PLAINFIELD AND REGULATING USE
OF SAID ROADWAYS, STREETS, DRIVEWAYS
AND PARKING LOTS BY MOTOR VEHICLES was
presented for adoption after a public hearing was
held thereon by the Mayor and Borough Council
on Monday, November 20, 2000 in the Municipal
Building, South. Plainfield, New Jersey 07080.

/s/Mary G. Blue, RMC
Deputy Municipal Clerk

$15.00 December 1, 2000

. $32.00

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

Ordinance #1553 entitied: AN ORDINANCE
DESIGNATING THE .INTERSECTION OF PEEK
STREET AND POMPONIO AVENUE A STOP

. INTERSECTION AND PROVIDING FOR A STOP

SIGN AT THE INTERSECTION OF PEEK STREET
AND POMPONIO AVENUE was presented for
adoption after a public hearing was held thereon
by the.Mayor and Borough Council on Monday,
November 20, 2000 in the Municipal Building,

“ South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080.

/s/Mary G. Blue, RMC
Deputy Municipal Clerk

$15.00 December 1, 2000

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
THAT

Whereas, the Borough has been named as a
defendant in an action entitled “In the Matter of the
Petition of Suburban Transit Corp. seeking appeal
from an adverse decision of the Board of
Adjustment of the Borough of South Plainfield
Pursuantto N.J.S. 40:55D-19.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South Plainfield
as follows:

1. Patrick J. Diegnan, the Borough Attorney is
hereby authorized. to represent the Borough
in the above action.

2. Patrick J. Diegnan is designated as attorney
for the Borough resulting from his annual
retainer agreement and without competitive
bidding as a Professional Service under the
provisions of the Local Public Contract Law
because the services rendered are professional
services of a recognized profession whose
practice is regulated by law.

Approved November 20, 2000

Daniel J. Gallagher/Mayor
ATTEST:
Mary Blue/Deputy Mummpal Clerk

December 1, 2000

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
THAT

Whereas, the Borough has been named as a
defendant in an action filed in the Superior Court of
New Jersey by David & Bette Deluccia,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
‘Governing Body of the Borough of South Plamﬁeld
as follows:

1. Patrick J: Diegnan, the Borough'Attorney is
hereby authorized to represent the Borough in
the above action.

" 2. Patrick J. Diegnan is designated as attorney for

the Borough resulting from his annual retainer.
agreement and without compemlve bidding as a
Professional Service under the provisions of the
Local Public Contract Law because the services
rendered are professional services of a
recognized profession whose practice is
regulated by law:

Approved November 20; 2000
Daniel J. Gallagher/Mayor

ATTEST:
Mary Blué/Deputy Mumcupal Clerk
$27.00 December. 1, 2000

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
November 28, 2000

Public Notice is hereby given that the following
action was taken by the South Plainfield Zoning
Board of Adjustment at its meeting held on

- November 21, 2000.

Case #9-00/V—Cedar Croft Bible Chapel Assoc.—
Block 48, Lot 1; R-10 & R-75 Zones;—Applicants
request for final site plan was hereby GRANTED
with conditions.

Janice J. Muccilli, Secretary, Zoning Board
$15.00 : : December 1, 2000
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olicereport

* Ranganbala Patel of Edison °

had her purse stolen from the
parking lot in front of Shoppers
World. The victim of a scam, her
tire was punctured while she was
inside Summit Bank. After driv-

ing across the road to Shopper’s.

World at Golden Acres she
found she had aflat tire. She was
approached by a heavy set
Spanish male who offered to put
on her spare tire. She left the

sliding door of the van open with -

her purse on the front seat as
she got the tire out of the back.
The suspect left saying he could
not fix the tire. She went to
phone for help and discovered
her purse was missing. It is be-

lieved that the suspect punc-.

tured the tire outside -of Summit
Bank then followed the victim to
the other parking lot.

e The Board of Education re-
ported the theft of a compact
cassette player. It was stolen out
of a locked equipment closet at
SPHS.

* Head supervisor at Carmen
Forgione and Sons reported the
theft of a truck from the com-
pany lot. There were no signs of
forced entry.

+ A woman known as Lynn M.
Buren was reportedly seen re-
moving things from the Cystic
Fibrosis donation box on Oak
Tree Rd. This was the second
fime she had been reported re-
moving things. When confronted
by police, she refused to sup-
ply her name and address. She

" was told she was being arrested

for obstruction and turned to the
officer in a threatening manner.
After a struggle, she was hand-
cuffed and brought to headquar-
ters, where she continued to
refuse to provide proper identi-
fication. She had many layers of
clothing on as well as glasses
and a lot of jewelry and hair
clips. She refused to remove the
excessive items saying she had
a problem which kept her from
removing them. The suspect re-
fused to speak to male officers
and finally agreed to speak to
Officer Sherlyn Courtney. Panic
attacks were her reason for not
complying with the officers. It
was explained to the suspect that
all her personal items would be
locked in a safe place. When she
continued to refuse to cooper-
ate Rutgers Mental Health was

called and she was removed to

the facility.

* A New Market Ave. resident
was arrested for DWI after refus-
ing to take the breathalyzer test.

* A Bell Place resident was ar-
rested for theft in Jefferson Town-
ship.

* Nicholas Popovich, Jr. of
Piscataway was arrested for
shoplifting a cordless phone
from Kmart located on Hadley»
Rd. The phone was valued at
$89.99.

» A Frederick Ave. resident
was arrested for aggravated as-
sault and endangering the wel-
fare of a child. 35

* An Easy St. Salon employee
reported damage to her car
while it was parked behind the
salon. Another employee may

Rates -- 3 line minimum-$11, $1 ea. additional line.

be able to ID the suspect.

e An Oxford Ave. resident re-
ported someone had used his
credit card to purchase items
from KayBee Toys. The card had

"been stolen from Evergreen
School in Plainfield. There are
no suspects.

* A Sprague Ave. resident re-
ported an unknown person had
put several small scratches and
dents on the driver’s side door
last month.

* Before and After 1 Stop Bar-
ber Shop, located on Hamilton
Blvd.,. reported that when they
arrived to work they found the

front door of the business open.
Inside the building the snack/
vending machine was open and
money had been removed. The
machine had been opened by
a key which had been locked in
a desk drawer. The back door
was ajar. Fourteen electric hair
clippers were missing. Hidden.
cash in the amount of $800 had
been removed. It appeared that
the suspect was familiar with the
routine of the shop. A former
employee fighting a drug habit
is suspected of the theft. The
owners mistakenly thought they
had changed the alarm code.

HELP WANTED

AVON! Choose your hours, your
income and your rewards! Home-based
sales. Call Debbie (888) 915-5550.

WANTED :

LITTLE TYKES TOYS AND OUT-
door toys—swing set, teeter totter. Must
be in good condition. (732) 786-1306

AUTO FOR SALE

1993 SUBARU WAGON. Good
cond. AC, AM/FM stereo, 100K
highway miles. 5-speed manual,
$4,100 or make offer. 732-786-1306.

PHOTOS FOR SALE

COPIES OF OBSERVER
PHOTOS for sale. Call Pattie,
756-8011 or 668-0010.

Eoe ATTORNEY _ |

|  CONTRACTORS

Kathy C. Wong-Taylor
ATTORNEY AT Law
General Practice with Enphasis on:

e Criminal Law * Municipal Court
* |[mmigration Law * Family Law
*Worker’s Compensation

(908) 412-0020
142 Oak Tree Avenue
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

| |

W

| LANDSCAPING

[ A-TECH
Landscape Design

Offering the following services:
; o Lawn Maintenance
* Retaining Walls -

"« Snow Plowing
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

(908) 769-9698

|
£
1

BUILDER &

NJ DCA LIC #019771
Since_ 1981
Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS-KITCHENS -
BATHROOMS-

Office Renovations '
| FREE ESTIMATES |

GENERAL CONTRACTOR|

—J

908-794-5730

The Best Quality & Service Available
35 Years Experience

Site Work e Pipe ® Paving © All
Masonry © Commercial & Industrial
Construction & Renovations

(908) 754-5730

SWEDISH MASSAGE

|

MUSIC LESSONS |

| | MULCH/TOP SOIL/STONE |

o

Call
KLK Trucking for:

Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield

Mix, Decorative & Crushed Stone

Sanding e Salting *-Snowplowing
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

* To advertise your business, call 908-668-0010.

Advertise
Your Business
in the Space
for only $10

per week.

Plust commit to 15
weeks. Can run
weekly or every
other week.

| GUITARLESSONS |

|  PIANOLESSONS |

SOLARIS ()

Holistic Health Center

SWEDISH MASSAGE
“Specializing in Hot Stone Massage”
THE PERFECT GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR
Mother/Fathers Day * Birthdays*
Anniversaries * Special Occasions

Roxanne Cortese, C.H.P.
Complementary Healthcare Provider
2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ- -

(908) 561-1511

DRUM LESSONS

Specializing in JAZZ, ROCK,
and MARCHING BAND

High school band member available

S ) gjve begimfuiwg

~ JhL or intermediate
I

drum lessons at
/,% reasonable rates,
P/

J-;

Call Brian

908-755-2709

el

(908)755-6882

GUITAR
LESSONS

Beginner Specialist

6 and 12 String
Guitars

Acoustic - Electric_
Finger Picking
South Plainfield

@ )
'DEGREED PIANO
- TEACHER
Lessons in your
home

all ages &
styles

. 908-753-1824

| CSPIRITS | | “ROOFERS | [ PRINTING/TYPESETTING | |
1645 Park Avenue, A
Southa;lainfei:;:le : ‘E o Invitations
191-9463 » Brochures

Sal|sSpirit Shoppe

Cavit (1.5 liter) .
$999 Mon.-Sat.

Bring in this ad for 10% on wines

J.T. PENYAK
ROOFING CO.

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
" RESIDENTIAL

908-753-4222

FAX 908-753-4763

124 CAMDEN AVE.
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

GARBAGE DISPOSAL |

® Resumes
o Tlyers

G&G GRAPHICS
1110 Hamilton Bivd., Suite 1B
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

908-668-0010< Fax: 908-668-8819
email: g_gnan@aol.com

DisPosAL
Aridrew & Matthew Pinto
PO. Box 263
So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

Phone 908-561-8231
Fax 908-561-9889

CONTAINERS FROM 1 TO 40 YARDS -

PiNnTO BROTHERS

 “Still a Family Owned &
Operated Business”

| Residential, Commercial & Industrial Servic
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On Friday, Nov. 17,-a Plain-
field resident was the victim
of a $5,000 flim-flam.

The victim, a 35-year-old
woman, was approached in-
side the Bradlees store on Oak
Tree Ave., by a suspect who
was carrying a “found” purse
containing $30,000 in cash.

The suspect advised the vic-
tim that she was willing to give
the victim the found monies,
because she didn’t want to pay
taxes on this amount of money.
However, she added that she
needed a “good faith gesture”
on behalf of the victim.

The suspect convinced the
woman to withdraw $5,000
from her bank in North Plain-
field and to return to the Brad-
lees parking lot, where she
gave the money to the suspect.

On Wednesday, Nov. 15- at
4:30 p.m., a two month un-

year-old Milton Glass of 619
Clinton Ave., Plainfield, was
arrested at the intersection of
Tompkins Ave. and Clinton
"Ave. The arrest occurred with-
out incident. §o
Glass was charged with Pos-
session of a Controlled Dan-

The suspect advised the victim

Police Make Drug Arrest

dercover narcotics investiga- .
tion was concluded when 42--

Resident is Duped for
$5,000 in Flim-Flam

that she was going to take the -

$5,000 and go to the Colum-
bia Savings Bank (across the
street from Bradlees) to de-
posit it and once she depos-
ited the money, the she was al-
legedly going to return.and
make arrangements for the
found monies to be given to
the victim. The suspect never
returned and the victim_noti-
fied the police.

The suspect was described

as a black female, approxi-

‘mately 50 years of age with

short hair, wearing a tan jacket
and black pants. She was last
observed entering a newer 4-
door green colored car.

Anyone with information re-
garding this case should con-
tact Det. Gary Muccigrossi at
(908) 226-7663.

gerous Substance, Possession
of a Controlled Dangerous
Substance with Intent to Dis-
tribute, Distribution of a Con-
trolled Dangerous Substance
Within 1000 feet of a School
Zone. Bail was set at $30,000
with no 10% option.

Glass was unable to meet the
bail demands and was incar-
cerated at the Middlesex Co.
Adult Correction Center

Have You
Noticed
Our Ads?

When you visit our advertisers,
tell them you saw their ads in
the Observer*.

*If the businesses you support don’t
advertise, encourage them to do so.

Advertise in the bs ver!

AKA 2000 MldAtlantlc Regional Champlonshlps

The ATA Black Belt Academies
of Spotswood and South Plain-

* field held the 2000 Mid-Atlantic

Regional Championships on Now.
11 at South. Plainfield High
School.

The tournament, hosted by fifth
degree Thomas Guerin and Tif-
fany Lewis, was attended by 700
‘tompetitors and 2,000 spectators.

The tournament was spotlighted

by various competitions from chil-

dren in ATA’s Tiny Tigers pro-
gram, ages 3% -5; Karate for Kids
6-12 and ‘adults of all ages. Spe-
cial awards were presented to Tif-
fany Lewis and Thomas Guerin
for their dedication to the students
of both the South Plainfield and
Spostwood: schools. The audience
was treated to performances by
the SWAT Teams, the Instructor
Demo Team from the schools and
a special guest performance by
Jimmy Pham from San Jose, Cali-

fornia. Pham is an open tourna-

ment World Champion in forms
and weapons, a member of Team
Paul Mitchell, author of several
martial arts instructional videos,
and co-stars with Hulk Hogan in
the hit show the Secvet Agent Club.
Pham delivered two mouth drop-
ping performances for the crowd.
His weapons and form routines
were filled with flips, 540’, 720’
and other gravity defying feats.
.The day was enjoyed by all and
everyone left excited and fulfilled.
The staff and students of the ATA
Black Belt Academies are look-
ing forward to having this tour-
nament remain in our area for
et to come. :

Pictured above are the some of the many
participants who competed at the AKA
MidAtlantic Competion. André Deloach
(below) and Joey Grennier (right),
proudly display the trophies theywon
during the competition.

South Plainfield’s official weekly news source.

For rates and information, call 908-668-0010
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