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BILLB0ARDS7N0T AGAIN!
Last year the council passed a law

prohibiting billboards in South Plain-
field, unless they advertise a business'
that is located on that property. This
could all change if applicants going
before the board of adjustment have

. their way. Next Tuesday evening, at
special meeting, the board Will be
asked to permit the placement of three

billboards in the areas around Route
287.

Three applicants on the schedule
will ask for variances to permit out-
door advertising on property that is
not occupied by the advertiser. They
are also asking to erect signs larger
than allowed and, in one instance,
closer to Rt. 287 than allowed. The

applications are for the placement of
signs on Bedford Ave., Hadley Rd.
and Durham Ave.

If the board turns down the three
requests, the applicants may challenge
our local billboard ordinance in
courts. The Board of Adjustment
meets Tuesday night (Halloween) at.
8 p.m. The public is invited to attend,

The passage of a billboard ordi-
nance last year was the result of a rec-
ommendation from i. special commit-
tee formed after a controversial bill-
board ordinance was introduced and
later withdrawn. The committee
studied regulations other towns have
imposed and how they have with-
stood challenges in the courts.

SADDAwareness Week Observed
By Carrie Reilly

Each May, just prior to senior
prom, students of SPHS attending
die annual event are asked to first at-
tend a very important assembly While
the thoughts of dressing up in tux-
edos and gowns are what comes to
mind, prom can also bring about
more serious issues. The importance
of having a fun, alcohol- and drug-
free night is at the top of the list for
administrators to stress.

However right now, seven months
before prom, the entire town of South
Plainfield is getting proactive in mak-
ing drunk driving obsolete. SADD
(Students Against Drunk Driving),
is asking not only South Plainfield
High School students to be more
aware of this issue, but the residents
as well. National Red Ribbon Week
was started in 1998 in commemora-
tion of the death of a DEA agent who
was kidnapped and killed while re-
searching a case in Colombia.

SADD Advisor Danielle Harris-
Lacasale feels that the way to teach
students about the destruction drunk
driving can bring into their lives is to
educate, not lecture.

"As a member of SADD when I
was in high school at Bishop Ahr, I
always had strong feelings on die is-
sue of drunk driving. I decided to
bring back SADD to SPHS this year
as a way to give students a commit-
ment to a drug-free lifestyle."

The week of October 23 was de-

SADD Executive Board Officers: (l-r) Steven Popp, Nicole Luthman, Jenna
Ferlazzo, Advisor Danielle Harris-Lacasale, Jessica Ardnt, Stephanie Prybella,
Leo Campos (seated). (Pictured right) Leo Campos and Nicole Luthman.

No
Candidates'

Debate
There will be no debate in the

iiSkough council election this yean
Even though the VFW agreed

to host the event, the republican
candidates are unable to attend be-
cause of previous commitments.
We had hoped, at the least, to have
the candidates meet the public,
have an: informal discussion on
who they are, and discuss why
they are running.

VFW Commander Rudy Pozak
expressed his disappointment thai:
this event will not be taking place.

dared National Red Ribbon Week.
On Monday red ribbons were distrib-
uted in all SPHS homerooms for stu-
dents and faculty member to wear in
support of SADD. Ribbons were also
affixed on each door in almost every
hallway in the school. Students and
faculty members were asked to wear
their ribbons all week in support of
the group.

On Wednesday, students and fac-
,ulty were asked to wear red, the color.

associated not only with SADD, but
MADD as well, to show their sup-
port against drunk driving.

At a ceremony on Thursday Mayor
Daniel Gallagher was on hand to
present SADD with a proclamation,
declaring National Red Ribbon Week
in the town of South Plainfield.

Executive board members of
SADD include President Leo Cam-
pos, Vice President Jessica Ardnt,
Secretary "Stephanie Prybella. Steven

Popp, Jenna Ferlazzo, Nicole Luth-
man and Kayo Daimo serve as Pub-
lic Relations officers. Advisor is
Danielle Harris-Lacasale.
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Susan Slinger

Middle School
Teacher
Raises $6K for
Breast Cancer
By Patricia Abbott

It took Middle School Health
teacher Susan Slinger three long days
to get from Bear Mountain State Park
K>Manhattan. This was no leisurely
drive in search of autumn foliage, but
the annual Avon Breast Cancer 3-Day
Walk, a vast, multi-leveled fundraiser
in search of a cure for breast cancer.
The walk had a special meaning for
Susan, it was a celebration of her tenth
anniversary of cancer free living.
Walkers and crew members had to
raise a minimum of $1,800. Friends
and family joined her in celebrating
life. Their generosity allowed Susan
to initially pledge $4,000. The final
total she raised was over $6,000. She
described die three-day trek as "a tre-
mendous commitment to a very spe-
cial and powerful event in the fight
against breast cancer and diseases that
affect women." Her own personal
commitment to it came through loud
and dear with her words, "If my walk-
ing and raising funds can save one

Continued on page 16

Too Much Homework?
Parents Concerned With Amount of
Time Students Spend on Homework

Several parents expressed concern
to school board officials at last week's
meeting about amount of homework
elementary students receive.

Complaints came-from parents of
second, third and fourth graders. They
asked the board for a guideline on how
much time should be spent on home-
work assignments.

Fourth grade parents also expressed
the fear and anxiety their children are
being put through to pass the state-
wide ESPA test. Students are already

expected to attend early morning
classes to prepare for these tests.

Homework should riot take up a
child's entire evening, exclaimed one
of the parents. According to school
board members there is a guideline
for homework time which calls for
15 minutes in the first grade to one
hour in fifth grade and two hours in
high school.

Superintendent Guy Ferri said he
would look into the issue and get back
to the parents.

Halloween Curfew Hours Set
Mayor Dan Gallagher has issued

a proclamation declaring curfew
hours for Halloween and Mischief
Nighty

Due to the increasing possibility
of accidents and the childish
pranks that are played
on "Mischief
Night" which
can result in
physical harm
to others as well as damage to
automobiles and the property of in-
nocent homeowners, Gallagher pro-
claimed a curfew, as he has in the
past few years.

A curfew of 6 p.m. will be im-
posed and enforced for all minor
residents of South Plainfield on
"Mischief Night," Monday, Oct. 30.
On Tuesday Oct. 31, "Trick or Treat
Day," all trick or treat activities wiD

be conducted between the hours of
3 p.m. and 7 p.m.

The mayor is also requesting
young children be accompanied by
a parent or other responsible adult
and that householders indicate their

willingness to welcome chil-
dren by keeping

their porch or
exterior lights
on. Youngsters

should only call on homes with their
lights on.

Gallagher is also asking that par-
ents carefully examine any food and
candy the children receive and make
sure that it has not been tampered
with. Parents should follow the rule
"if in doubt-throw it out" when any
evidence of tampering with pack-
aging or surfaces of consumable
products is noticed.


