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South Plainfieid seniors join Borough Council members Dennis Cerami, Ed Kubala and Ray Petronko and
Borough Administrator Frank DeRosa, Director of Recreation Mike English and the new center's developer
Jack Morris at Monday's demolition. See more pictures on page 11.

Demolition Paves Way
For New Senior Center

Monday morning housing devel-
oper Jack Morris razed the old Shell
gas station, the first step in building
the much awaited senior citizen cen-
ter. The station, located on the cor-
ner of Lakeview and Maple Ave., was

purchased for $350,000 through a
grant from Middlesex County.

Initially, the property-directly across
the street from Borough Hall was pur-
chased to build the center, but when
the gas station closed last year, that

property was deemed a better site.
Jack Morris was on hand to over-

see the demolition of the station. He
offered to build the senior center as
part of a developer's agreement when
his company was in front of the Plan-
ning Board, asking to build condo-
miniums and townhouses on the site
of Coppola Farm on Durham Ave.
Morris said he wants to see the foot-
ings in the ground before the winter
frost.

When completed, the four senior
organizations now meeting in Sacred
Heart School, the PAL Building,
Grant School and the existing senior
center on South Plainfield Ave., will
able to meet jointly at the new larger
facility.

The building will encompass
10,000-square-feet and is estimated
that savings to the borough will be
$1 million.

School Committees
To Offer Suggestions

Last week, the four volunteer citi-
zens committees formed this summer
to make suggestions to the Board of
Education on the future needs in our.
schools met to report on their prog-
ress. Each committee provided an up-
date of where they are and what they
will recommend to the board on
building, curriculum and technology.
The public relations committee also
reported on their efforts of keeping
the public informed.

The four committees have been
meeting regularly during the summer,
sometimes as often as twice a week.
Some meetings lasted hours and some
produced a lot of debate.

Each committee has taken their
mandate seriously, studying different
options that could be implemented
to prepare for the expected increase ,
in students. They also took into con-
sideration the cost-effectiveness of

each option. The committees consid-
ered the input from each other be-
fore coming to a decision, such as
whether to build or expand the
schools.

The findings of each committee
will be presented to the entire board
at their Oct. 10 meeting. Each com-
mittee will present their findings to
the entire board. The meeting will
take place in the high school audito-
rium at 7 p.m. Please note that it was

. moved from their regular meeting
place in Grant School.

Some of the findings of the com-
mittees are as follows:
Curriculum Committee—The com-
mittee took into consideration future
school needs. Some of their recom-
mendations include art and music
rooms in each elementary school (not
the portable carts used in most

Continued on page 6

Emergency Services
Meet The Challenge

The South Plainfield police, fire
and rescue squads and the Office
Emergency Management were kept
busy this past week. Emergency calls
seemed to be non-stop this past
weekend, but South Plainfield emer-
gency personnel responded to each
one and kept up with every emer-
gency.

Last Friday, a gas line rupture
closed Durham Ave. Over the week-
end almost a dozen cars were van-
dalized in various streets in town. On
Sunday, the fire department and res-
cue squad were called to Rt. 287
twice, once for an accident and once
for a car fire. The car fire completely
destroyed the vehicle.

Monday was another particularly

active day. The day began with a fire
at Recycling Inc., followed by a train
striking a truck at Harris Steel. While
those incidents were underway, a
truck drove down Hamilton Blvd.
spilling fuel on the road, requiring a
clean-up.

The volunteer fire department and
rescue squad were kept busy, answer-
ing one call after another. The police
department and Office of Emergency
Management were also busy.

Everyone performed their jobs so
efficiently that many residents weren't
even aware of all the incidents that
were taking place. They all deserve
our thanks for a job well done.

For complete coverage of these in-
cidents see page 10.

BAG and TAG
Need New
Members

Councilwoman Darlene Pinto
is asking any resident who would
like to in get involved in our
community to contact her.

There are several openings in
the Business Advisory Group and
the Taxpayers Advisory Group.
Both groups advise the mayor
and council on important issues.
This would be a great opportu-
nity to help South Plainfield
move forward.

You can contact Council-
woman Darlene Pinto at 561-
1517.

Deadline For Voter
Registration is Oct. 10

The last day to register to vote for
the Nov. 7 General Election is Oct.
10,2000.Ifyouarenot
registered by this date,
you will not be able
to vote in the Novem-
ber election.

The Municipal
Clerk's Office will be open from 8
a.m. to 9 p.m. on Oct. 10 for anyone
who needs to register.

Applications for Absentee Ballots
are also available. The request for an
Absentee Ballot must be to the
County Board of Elections no later
than Oct. 31, 2000. After that date,
requests will have to be personally de-

ELECTION

livered to New Brunswick.
It is very easy to become eligible

to vote, just fill out the
form. It's actually
easier than getting a
license. Everyone
should also make an
effort to vote. Part of

being a good citizen is participating
in choosing your elected representa-
tives. Show your kids you are respon-
sible and bring them with you when
you vote on Nov. 7.

If you have any questions or need
any further infonnation, please call
(908) 226-7605 or 7606, 8 a.m. to
4 p.m., Monday through Friday

Candidates running on the Democratic ticket were guest speakers at this
month's Democrats meeting. Left to right are Freeholder Jim Polis, County
Clerk Elaine Flynn, Councilman Ray Petronko and Borough Council
candidate Bob Cusick. Also attending was South Plainfield resident.
Freeholder John Pulomeha, who is running for reelection. In addition, a
representative from Maryann Connelly's campaign spoke. The theme of
the evening was "Get Out The Vote."


