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SLAMMED AGAIN!
Brutal Storm Clobbers
Borough's North Side

While the entire borough got
a good soaking from Thursday
evening's thunderstorm, one sec-
tion of town was hit much
harder than the rest. Two years

ago on Labor Day this same part
of town was hit with a similar
storm.

Damage was most severe in
the area from West 7th St. to
Tompkins Ave. and Clinton Ave.
to Plainfield Ave. The wind
picked up everything in its path,
branches snapped and huge trees
were uprooted, leaving large cra-
ters. According to Mike Zush-
ma, emergency management co-
ordinator, 36 houses were dam-
aged and over 17 utility poles
snapped. Scores of cars were also
damaged from fallen trees.
Damages are estimated at well
over $765,000. This is just a pre-
liminary estimate since many
residents have not even begun
to assess the damage in their
backyards, which are filled with
fallen trees, crushed fences, dam-
aged pools and furniture.

Continued on page 8

Wall of Fame Nominees
To Be Honored Mav 31
By Patricia Abbott

Few people reach the status of
a high-ranking politician, the
fame and notoriety of an athlete
or movie star, but there are many
who are successful in life, work-
ing to better society by contrib-
uting in their own way.

The South Plainfield Wall of
Fame is a forum where these in-
dividuals can receive the recog-
nition they deserve. By being
chosen for the Wall of Fame they
become positive role models for
our youth. The "wall" is intended
to honor SPHS graduates who
have made an example of them-
selves and to encourage our own
children. The honorees are lead-
ers in their fields and have
achieved success in one or more
of several areas-business, gov-
ernment, academia, community
service or the humanities.

The Wall of Fame, established
in 1995, is located in the lobby
of South Plainfield High School.

The 2000 nominees will be hon-
ored at a lunch held at the Holi-
day Inn on May 31 and during

award ceremonies at SPHS that
evening. This year's honorees are:

Dr. Susan B. Phifer of South
Plainfield, nominated by high
school guidance counselor Mar-
jorie Kopasci. A 1983 SPHS gra-
duate, Susan received a B.A. in
Mathematics/Statistics from Rut-
gers University, a M.A. in Edu-
cational Psychology from New
Jersey City University and a Ed.
D in Organization and Lea-
dership from the University of
San Francisco, Ca.

Continued on page 8

Huge uprooted oak trees are evidence of the ferocity of the storm that hit an isolated area of the borough last week.
Residents and borough officials face a huge cleanup. Fortunately there were no major injuries.

Experts Tag Storm a "Microburst"
The storm had many residents

thinking "tornado" but several
experts said it was not a tornado
that ripped up the trees on the
north side of town.

Severe thunderstorms like the
one that occurred on Thursday
evening can create incredible
violence and destruction in a
short period of time. The best
description of the storm that
slammed into South Plainfield is
a "downburst" or a "micro-
burst."

A "downburst" is a severe lo-
calized wind blasting down
from a thunderstorm. This out-
ward burst of colder air creates
damaging winds at or near the
surface. These strong downward
currents are classified as "micro-
bursts" if the "downburst" cov-
ers an area less than 2.5 miles
in diameter.

A "microburst" is a sudden
vertical drop of air that produces
considerable wind shear or more
simply a sudden change of speed
or direction in wind flow. While
violent, the storms are often no
more than five minutes in dura-

tion. Sometimes the damage re-
sembles that of a tornado. The
difference is the straight line in
which the damage occurs. Had
a tornado come dirough, the de-
bris would be scattered about in
different directions.

This Weekend in South Plainfield...
Vision 2001 Car
and Truck Show

Vision 2001 Education Foun-
dation & Northwest Jersey Camaro
Club Annual Car and Truck Show
will be held this Sunday, May 28,
at 9 a.m. in the high school park-
ing lot. Donation is $2 for specta-
tors. For info, call Tom at (908)
755-6276. No alcoholic beverages,
pets, bikes or skateboards allowed.

• • • •

Annual Memorial Day
Services Planned

Services honoring those who
died for our country will be held
on Monday morning.

Memorial services begin at the
VFW on Front Street at 9 a.m. and
proceed to die Baptist and Jewish
Cemeteries, both on New Market

Ave., then to Holy Redeemer
Cemetery on South Clinton Ave.
and Veterans Memorial Park Ser-
vices conclude at die American Le-
gion on Oak Tree Ave.

Everyone is welcome to attend
any or all of the services along the
way. After the ceremonies, refresh-
ments will be served at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall.

• • •

Pilgrim Covenant
Garage Sale/Flea Market

Come one, come all to Pilgrim
Covenant Church's Garage Sale/
Flea Market on Park Ave., Saturday,
May 27, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Crafts, home baked goods, an-
tiques, collectibles, baby accesso-
ries, clothing, furniture, jewelry,
tools, knick-knacks and kitchen-
ware will all be available for pur-
chase. Proceeds help send our kids
to camp. Rain date is June 3.
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mark your Log on to
SOL 1eldnj.com

for the latest

counalmeeffigs;.
Meets twice a month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-754-9000

AGENDA MEETING PUBLIC MEETING
Monday, May 22 Thursday, May 25
Monday, June 5 Thursday, June 8
Monday, June 19 Thursday, June 22
Monday, July 10 Thursday, July 13
Monday, August 14 „ Thursday, August 17

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641

June 13, June 27, July 11, July 25, August 8, August 22,
September 12, September 26, October 10 (No Meeting),
October 24, November 14, November 28, December 12, December 26

zonifigboardofacfjustment

Meets first, third and fifth Tuesday of the month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641
May 30, June 6, June 20, July 4 (No Meeting),
July 18, August 1, August 15, August 29, September 5,
September 19, October 3, October 17, October 31,
November 8 (Thursday,) November 21, December 5, December 19

rfepidce subcommittee
The fourth Thursday of the month as follows:

June 22, July 27, August 24, September 28,
October 26, November (No Meeting), December (No Meeting)

recyclingcommission
Meets Thursday, once a month
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-561-8280

June 22, July 27, August 24, September 28,
October 26, November (to be announced), December 28

recreattoncoi
Meets once a month . . ,
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m • Questions? 908-226-7716

Tues. June 6, Tues. September 12,
Mon. October 2, Mon. November 6, Mon. December 4

environmentabommlsslon
Meets once a month
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m'. Questions? 908-561-8280

June 14, July 12, August 9, September 13
October 2, Mon. November 6, Mon. December 4

board of education meetii
Board Conference Room at Administration Building, on Cromwell Place

Committee of the Whole, June 13,8 p.m.; Regular Board Mtg. 8 p.m., June 20 & 27

Looking for late
li»». breaking news?
check out our website at

spobserver.com
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observers your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in South Plainfield Observer:
1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.
2. Mail, fax or drop it at: Editorial Department

South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite IB, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
or drop it in the box at Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or Twice Is Nice, Front
St. or fax us at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us on our web page at spobserver.com
orggnan@aol.com or ngrennie@ix. netcom.com. Include your name, address,
telephone number.

Korean War 50th Anniversary
-A Veteran's Biography-

Submitted by
Joseph G. Zekas
RA33980602 S/SGT(E5)

I was drafted in June of
1945, received medical basic
at Fort Crowder, Mo., then
went to Surgical Technician
School at Fitzsimmons Army
Hospital in Colorado. I was
stationed at William Beaumont
General Hospital and was dis-
charged in December, 1946.

In January 1949, I reenlisted
and went to Quartermaster
School at Fort Lee, Va and in May
of 1949 I was sent to Japan as a
chief medical aidman, assigned to
the 24th Clearing Company, 24th
Medical Battalion, 24th Infantry
Division, located in Kokura,
Kyushu.

My division was sent to Pusan,
Korea on July 3,1950, then on to
Taejon. We were there about one
week when the North Koreans
were nearing Taejon. We were sent
back to Waegwan, which is mid-
way between Taejon and Taego.

On July 19, our battalion com-
mander, Colonel Berman, sent us
back to Taejon (he was later re-
lieved of his command because he
sent us back) to set up a hospital
in support of the 34th Regiment.
By late August, only 184 of the
approximately 2,000 men of the
34th Regiment who had arrived
in July remained.

In Korea we were issued side
arms and carbines because we had
no protection. We did not know
who the enemy was because it was
impossible to tell a North-Korean
from a South Korean. The red
crosses on our ambulances had to
be blacked out because the North
Koreans used diem as targets.

In the early morning hours of
July 20, we were awakened by the
sound of explosions. We were not
supposed to be near the front lines
because our unit received the
wounded from the Regimental
Aid Stations. We ran outside with
our weapons and I took shelter
behind a bush as North Korean
tanks were going up and down
the street firing. I heard an explo-
sion and turned over onto my
back with shrapnel was landing
all around me. A small piece of

is Monday, May 29
shrapnel entered *ny right knee
where it still remains.

Our company was ordered to
pack up and load die trucks. We
tried to leave Taejon by follow-
ing behind the 24th Reconnais-
sance Company, but we had to
turn back because
North Korean ma-
chine guns were
firing at recon
jeeps going by. We
then joined the
main convoy and
waited for the
roads to be cleared
of enemy tanks.
This was the first
time we were able
to destroy the
tanks with bazooka
rockets. The earlier
bazookas used at

Joseph G. Zekas

the start of the war only bounced
off the Russian tanks.

General Dean was directing
truck traffic out of Taejon. Drivers
weregiven orders to move out and
not to stop for any reason. If any
truck was disabled, drivers were
told to run them into the rice paddy
All of my personal equipment was
put on a half-ton truck which was
later disabled and driven into the
rice paddy. Luckily, I had boarded
a 2^-ton truck for the trip out.-
There were many trucks in die rice
paddy with men trapped under
them. We could not stop to help.
When we reached safety, there were
several bullet holes in our truck.
Thankfully no one was hit. We
learned a little later that General
Dean had been captured.

I became the admission and dis-
position clerk for my platoon, re-
cording and typing reports on all
of the casualties.

We spent about IV2 mondis in
die Pusan Perimeter. In mid-Sep-
tember the division broke out of
the Pusan Perimeter and we went

back through Taejon, Seoul,
Pyongyang, North Korea and
up the West Coast of Korea
to within 35 miles of China.
When the Chinese entered
the war, we pulled back be-
low the 38th Parallel.

I recorded the death of
General Walton Walker, who
was the Eighth Army Com-

mander. He was killed when his
jeep collided with a Republic of
Korea (ROK) truck.

After 9Vi months in Korea,
they started to rotate troops back
to the states. Since I had been
wounded, I had the choice to re-

turn to the states on
die first rotation. I
left Korea on April
21, 1951, was pro-
cessed overnight and
left Japan on April
22,1951 which was
my 24th birthday.

I was assigned to
Fort Meade, New
Mexico as platoon
sergeant and class in-
structor for Medical
Basic Training.
Training was later
moved to Camp

Pickett, Va.I was discharged June
17,1952.

Joseph Zekas is married to Dolores
Ruk from Swoyersville, Pa. They
have five children and six grandchil-
dren. He retired from Lockheed
Electronics Company as a senior en-
gineering administrator after 33
years.

He is the recipient of Bronze Star,
Purple Heart, Combat Medical
Badge, Korean War Service Metal,
Distinguished Unit Emblem, four
Bronze Campaign Stars, Japan Oc-
cupational Medal and one overseas
bar.

He is or has been affiliated with
the following organizations: Dis-
abled American Veterans, American
Legion Chaumont Post 243, 24th
Infantry Division Association, South
Plainfield Police Reserves, Holy
Name president-Our Lady ofCzest-
ochowa RC Church, Polish National
Home director, Manager-SP Little
League, South Plainfield Senior
Citizen's Club, Greenbrook Flood
Commission and South Plainfield
Senior Advisory Committee.
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OTICE
Council Mtg.
Rescheduled

The Borough Council
meeting scheduled for Thurs-
day, Sept. 14, 2000 has been
changed from to Monday,
Sept. 18, 2000 at 8 p.m. in
the Municipal Building.

Submit Letters to the Editor:
Sou th P la in f i e ld Obse rve r ,
Ed i to r ia l D e p t . ,
1 1 1 0 H a m i l t o n B lvd . Su i te 1B
Sou th P la i n f i e l d , NJ 0 7 0 8 0
Letters may be submitted by email at our
website at spobserver.com or faxed to 908-668-
8819. We reserve the right to edit for clarity or
length. We reserve the right to limit the num-
ber of letters submitted by one individual on
the same subject we will publish.
Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect
the opinion of the Observer.

TO PIACI
AHAB,
CAU

909-668-0010.

It's Never Too Early
to Plan for Your Retirement.

- Or Too Late.
Current Market Conditions Create a Variety

of Investment Opportunities!
NOW is the time to invest in the future: Your Future.

For information on starting an Individual Retirement Account (IRA)
or to rollover an existing Account, please call toll-free:

1 -877-860-4200, Extension 131434
Jeanmarie Fultz

REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE

South Plainfield, NJ • By Appointment Only

Securities offered through: Clearing Services of America, Inc.
Member NASD / SIPC

77 West Port Plaza • St. Louis, MO 63146 • (314) 878-7585
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Local Science
Teacher
Sentenced

Former Middle School science
teacher Roger Wood was sentenced
to four year's probation and will
undergo sex offender counseling
for improperly touching several
girls. Wood can never again be em-
ployed as a teacher. He was ordered
to pay $828 in fines, $500 in resti-
tution and is subject to community
supervision for life under Megan's
Law. Superior Court Judge Barnett
Hoffman also ordered Wood to
never again have contact with the
victims or any girls under the age
of 18.

Wood pleaded guilty in Febru-
ary to six counts of endangering the
welfare of a child. Charges of offi-
cial misconduct, sexual assault,
sexual contact and attempted sexual
contact were dismissed as part of a
plea agreement.

The victims were 13- and 14-
year-old girls who were students in
Wood's science class when the in-
cidents occurred.

The board of education removed
Wood from his post in February of
1998 and suspended him without
pay in August of that year.

iacqui and Scott Hawn and son Brett prepare to do a commercial.

Local Couple in
Comcast Commercial

Jacqui and Scott Hawn, along
with their son Brett, are going to

; ' • ; • : • . - . : • ; . • • • ' " • . - • • • : • • / • ' [ . '

Wvman Ford in Springfield, NJ.
Comcast Cable arrived at their

house and set up cameras, tents
and sound equipment. They are

• • - • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • ; . .

and each has one speaking line.
Iacqui Hawn's mother, Barbara

• •• . • • • • • • • . • • • • • . •

field, directed the commercial.

Blade Advertising in Union and

counts.
The Hawn family will be one

commercial which will start air-
ing the last week of May.

Summer Drama Workshop Announces Staff
South Plainfield Summer

Drama Workshop has named this
year's creative staff for their 29
season. The group, which pro-
vides an educational theatre ex-
perience for the borough's youth
while presenting an entertaining
show each August, will bring the
Broadway hit 42* Street to town
this summer.

There are some new faces on
the creative staff this year, includ-
ing the director. This year will
introduce Eric Hafen of North
Brunswick to Summer Drama
Workshop. Hafen has over 20
years experience, having directed
both musicals and non-musicals
throughout New England, New
York and New Jersey. Recognized
for his non-traditional casting, he
has served as the artistic director
of entertainment at Six Flags
Great Adventure and has an MA
in Theatre: Acting and Directing
and a BA in Special Education/
Theatre.

"My intention is to bring the
children and families of South
Plainfield a professional experi-
ence in both active and passive
participation in an American mu-
sic classic," Hafen said. "I expect
the children to learn more about
the art of the theatre and the ne-
cessity of live theatre."

This backstage musical shows
the birth of a Broadway show
from audition to opening night,
with memorable songs and spec-
tacular dancing. Another new-
comer to Summer Drama is this
year's choreographer, Patti
O'Brien. Ms. O'Brien teacjies el-
ementary school and dance and
has two decades of tap, jazz, bal-
let, swing and other forms of
dance in her repertoire.

"I am very excited to have the
position of choreographer for 42*
Street," O'Brien said. "Working
on this production will bring two
of my favorite worlds together—
children and tap dancing. This
will be a wonderful learning ex-
perience for everyone involved."
O'Brien teaches elementary
school and dance.

This year's musical director is
Shayne Miller, a familiar face from,
past Summer Drama Workshop
productions and high school
shows, most notably this year's
production of Tommy.

Another familiar face is this
year's technical coordinator, Jo-
seph Lajeunesse. Lajeunesse has
been'a. fixture at the high school,
both onstage and off, performing
in many productions.

Adam Toth will be this year's
rehearsal pianist accompanying

the cast members during vocal,
choreography and stage rehears-
als.

Costumes will be coordinated
by Dianne Seesselberg, ,who
worked on the past two Summer
Drama Workshop productions as
well as shows for other area the-
atres.

All of these staff members will
be overseeing an enthusiastic and
talented group of cast members,
as well as a supporting cast of vol-
unteer parents and others.

Other staff members will be an-
nounced shortly. Auditions for
42nd Street will be held at the high
school on June 5 and 7, with call-
backs on June 8. Rehearsals be-
gin June 26, with performances
August 3-6. •

For more information, contact
the Summer Drama Workshop at
www.spsdw.com.

Bid Awarded for Pal
Building Expansion

At, this Thursday's the council
meeting a resolution awarding a
contract to Tri-Form Inc. of
South Plainfield to construct the
expansion of the PAL building.
Tri-Form's bid was for $816,200.

After more than a year of plan-
ning, the PAL expansion finally
looks like it may become a real-
ity Last year the estimated cost
of the building was a little over
$500,000, but when the bids
were received they were closer to
$1 million. AST Development
Corporation was hired to negoti-
ate with the bidders and see if it
was possible to lower the costs.

The result of their work is the bid
by Tri-Form;

Cost savings resulted from the
type of building to be con-
structed. Instead of expanding the
PAL building, which meant sub-
stantial demolition work, a 'prc-
engineered building' will be con-
structed next to the present PAL
building and connected by hall-
ways.

Work on the expansion will
begin sometime this summer.
Funding for the expansion will be
coming from the Recreation
Commission and the Borough
Council and fundraising.

GYMNASTICS & CHEERLEADING
©PEN
HCLSE
JUNE

Wed. 7th, 14th
Fri. 9th & 16th

6:30-7:30
So. Plainfield

Spring Fling Week
Registration Mini Fair

So. PLAINFIELD

May 15-20, 2000
Fun • Booth • Games

Fri. 6:30-8 pm May 19
Sat. 3-6 pm May 20
Sat. 8pm-8am Sleepover

less**

Feigley's Sc ol

4475 So. Clinton Avenue, South Plainfield, N.I
149 Mt. Bethel Road, Warren, NJ

1 Half/Full Day, 6 & Up, Boys & Girls
< Gymnastics Wz & Up, Boys & Girls
' Music Theater Camp w/Performance

(Along with Joanne's Dance Studio)
1 Cheerleading
1 One-hour classes

LESSONS THAI WILL LAST A LIFETIM
Air Conditioned Gym

Register Now - (908) 561-8888

Fourth Grade Kennedy
School Teacher Honored

Jennifer Szemborski, a fourth
grade teacher at John F. Kennedy
School, was recently honored as
"Middlesex County Outstanding
Science Teacher — Elementary
2000." Mrs. Szemborski received
a certificate and $125 to spend on
science materials at a ceremony at
Rutgers University on April 25.
This recognition qualifies her as
a candidate for "Presidential
Award of Excellence in Science
2000."

Mrs. Szemborski has been
teaching at Kennedy School for
six years. She graduated from
Loyola College in Baltimore in
1994 with a degree in Elemen-
tary Education. She has done
graduate work at Kean University
in instruction and curriculum —
math/science, technology. She is
a member of New Jersey Math-
ematics Coalition and National
Science Teachers Association.

Mrs. Szemborski continues her
science interest by reading Na-
tional Geographic Explorer and re-
laxing With the Discovery and
Learning Channels.

Nineteen Local Roads
Slated for Paving

Councilman Vinnie Buttiglieri
announced that the Middlesex
Road Department is in the pro-
cess of milling and paving 19
roads in South Plainfield.

He asks residents along these
roads make sure they do not park
their cars on the street during the
day. Work has already started on
several roads and all work is slated
to be completed by June 5. How-
ever, due to the recent storm, .
some roadwork might be delayed
because of the heavy cleanup.

The following roads are sched-
uled for paving:

Famularo Drive from Durham
to the end, Fleet Ave. from the
South Plainfield border to the
end, Atlantic St. from New
Brunswick, Cumberland St. from
Atlantic to South 11th, Hudson
St. from Sussex to South 11th,

Sussex St. from New Brunswick
to Hudson, Mahar Ave. from
Tompkins to Palmer, Palmer Ave.
from Sherman to Tompkins, Poe
Place from dead end to Morton,
George St. from Sampton to
Ledden, Steven Terr, from
Franklin to the end, Worth Dr.
from Perry to Greenwich, Conklin
Ave. from Wickford to Leeds,
Stratford Ave. from Cedarbrook to
Cromwell, Terrace Ave. from
Dolores to the end, Cotton St. from
DeSepio to the end and from South
Plainfield to the end, East Fairview
Ave., from Park to Woodland,
Minfbrd Ave. from South Plainfield
to the end and from Oakland to the
end and Schindler from W.
Elmwood to May.

All roadwork will take place from
7a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Monday
through Friday

Recycling Drop-Off Center
and Yard Waste Site Closed for
Memorial Day Holiday

The Recycling Center and the
Yard Waste Site on Kenneth Av-
enue will be dosed on Tuesday,
May 30, because of die Memo-
rial Day weekend holiday. Both
facilities will be open instead on
Wednesday, May 31 , from 12
noon to 7 p.m. Both facilities will
be open as usual on Saturday, May
27, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

* Regular hours at Recycling are
Tuesdays 12 noon to 7 p.m.; Fri-
days and Saturdays 8 a.m. to 3
p.m. Regular hours at the Yard
Waste Site are Tuesdays 12 noon
to 7 p.m. and Saturdays 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

For updates, call the Recycling
Hotline at (908) 226-7620.

Log on to the
Borough of South Plainfield's

official web site at
southpiainfieldnj.com

Visit your community web site for the latest local news on
• Mayor and Council
• Planning Board & Board of Adjustment Agendas
• Police - Fire - Rescue Squad
• Recreation

• Youth Activities
• Senior Corner
• Professional & Business Directory
• Community Bulletin Board
• Civic Organizations
• Election Results

• and more

Advertise your business and support
South Plainfield's own web site

For rates or information email at: southplainfieldnj.com
Or call 908-226-7656
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Around Town
Single Professionals'
After Work Social

A single professionals' after work
social is scheduled for Tuesday, June
6 at 6:30-10 p.m. at Punera's, 143
East Broad Street, Westfield. The cost
is $10 at the door and includes re-
freshments. Contact KISNET at
908-232-8827 or visit www.thats
kismet.com.

AARP Chapter 4144
Plans Trip to Catskills

Meeting will resume on the third
Friday in September (Sept. 15), for
AARP Chapter 4144 at the PAL
Bldg. in South Pkinfield on Maple
Ave.

A trip to Raleigh Hotel in the
Catskills is planned from July 10
through July 14. The price is $370
per person, double occupancy.
Singles add $60. Price includes all
expenses paid, plus transportation.

For more information, call Mary
at (732)752-3764.

Kindergarten
Orientation for
Parents

A Kindergarten Orientation Pro-
gram will be held on Thursday, June
1 at 7 p.m. in Franklin School for
the parents/guardians of children
who will enter thf South Plainfield
Kindergarten Program in Septem-
ber. This orientation will provide im-
portant information concerning vari-
ous aspects of the kindergarten ex-
perience, including the curriculum,
health and transportation services,
the latchkey program, special sum-
mer programs, and tips for helping
parents to prepare their children for
kindergarten.

Parents who have not yet regis-
tered their children for kindergarten
in September are urged to do so im-
mediately in the Enrollment Center
of the Administration Building be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and
12.30 p.m., Monday through
Thursday. Children who will have
reached die age of five by Oct. 1 are
eligible for enrollment.

Parents having questions concern-
ing the registration process may call
Mr. VanKleef at 754-4620, Ext. 222.

Pilgrim Covenant
Plans Garage Sale/
Flea Market

Come one, come all to Pilgrim
Covenant Church's Garage Sale/Flea
Market at 3121 Park Ave., South
Plainfield on Saturday, May 27 from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Submit your
Events Around

Town
Mail or drop off your

stories and photos:

The South Plainfield

OBSERVER,

1110 Hamilton Blvd.,

South Plainfield,

NJ 07080.

Fax (908)668-8819;

email GGNAN@aol.com.

Preschool children "rocked the house" for parents and grandparents at Creative
Kids Academy annual "Spring Fling."

Crafts, home baked goods, an-
tiques, collectibles, baby accessories,
clothing, furniture, jewelry, tools,
knick-knacks and kitchenware will all
be available for purchase.

Space is available for crafters/ga-
rage salers. Call Diane at 756-6830
to sign up.

Proceeds help send our kids to
camp. Rain date is Saturday, June 3.

Sacred Heart Plans
Dinner Theatre Trip

The Caring arid Sharing Group
of Sacred Heart is sponsoring a trip
to Three Little Bakers Dinner The-
atre on Sunday, June 4. The cost of
$50 per person includes the bus,
show {West Side Story), dinner and
driver gratuity.

The bus will leave at 9 a.m. from
the parking lot of South Plainfield
Borough Hall and return about 5
p.m.

For reservations, call Lydia at
(908) 755-1596 by May 25.

Vision 2001 Golf
Outing June 28

The South Plainfield Vision
2001 Education Foundation, Inc.
will be holding their annual golf out-
ing on Wednesday, June 28 at Royce
Brook Golf Club in Somerville.

Entry fee includes 18 holes of golf,
green fees and cart, coffee/golf range,
on course beverages, lunch at the
turn, beer/wirie hour and a buffet
dinner. All gratuities are included.
Casual attire and rubber spikes only.

Hole-in-one prizes include a new
car, a vacation, antique golf clothes,
radio and pot of gold. Prizes also
awarded for low net, low gross, long-
est drive, closest to hole, closest to
the line, corporate team net and cor-
porate team gross.

If you would like to become a
sponsor, need more information or
want to sign up, contact Eric Radell
at 755-9555 or Emil Leporino at
756-8038.

Women's Evening
Circle Holding
Fashion Show

The Women's Evening Circle will
be presenting their second annual
Spring and Summer Fashion Show
on Saturday, June 3 at 2 p.m. It
will be held in Hendersen Hall at
the First Baptist Church on Hamil-
ton Blvd.

Fashion will be by Dress Barn.
Door prizes and refreshments will
be provided. Tickets are $10 and
may be purchased in advance by
contacting Mrs. Elise Webster at
(908) 754-3862. Tickets will also
be available at the door.

Singles After Work
Social Planned

A 'Single Professionals' after Work
Social' is planned for Thursday, May
25 from 6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the
Inn at Mount Bethel located at 161
Mount Bethel Road in Warren. The
cost is $10 at the door and includes
refreshments. Contact KISMET at
908-232-9927 of visit www.that
kismet.com.

Car Rally Planned
in Downtown Area

The Northwest Jersey Camaro
Club" will hold a car rally on Satur-
day, June 17 in the downtown area.
This is the first of many events
planned by the newly formed
Downtown Activities Committee.

Plans are still in the early plan-
ning stages, but the car rally will in-
clude a DJ, vendors, plenty of food
and special events for the kids.
South Plainfield Ave. and a por-
tion of Hamilton Blvd. will be
closed to traffic to accommodate
the cars and the pedestrians.

Vendors who would like to par-
ticipate should call 756-8038 for
further information.

Rec Trips to
Broadway Musicals

The Recreation Department is
sponsoring two trips to Broadway
musicals.

• Jesus Christ Superstar, Thursday,
Aug. 31, 8 p.m. performance. Bus
leaves PAL at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are
$70 per person.

• A Christmas Carol, Sunday, Dec.
17, 2 p.m. performance. Bus leaves

PAL at 10:30 a.m.. Tickets are $66
per person.

Only 48 tickets per trip available.
Purchase at the PAL, 8:30-4:30 p.m.
First come, first serve. 226-7713.

Visit Lake George
This September

The Recreation Department is
sponsoring a trip to Lake George for
3 days/2 nights. Bus transportation,
deluxe hotels, four meals, boat cruise,
shopping. Sept. 13-15. $245 per
person. Only 40 tickets are available.
Purchase at me PAL on Maple Ave.

Rec Department
Sponsors Yankee Trip

The South Plainfield Recreation
Department is sponsoring a trip to
Yankee Stadium to see the N.Y. Yan-
kees vs. Boston Red Sox on Tues-
day, June 13. Bus leaves the PAL lot
at 4 p.m. Ticket price is $37 per per-
son. Call the PAL at 226-7713.

Plainfields' Unico 3rd
Annual Golf Outing

Plainfields and Clark's Unico will
be co-sponsoring their annual golf
outing on,Monday, June 12. The
event will be held at Beaver Brook
Country Club in Clinton. The out-
ing will be a shotgun start at 1 p.m.
Registration is 11:30 to 1 p.m.

There will be a $10,000 putting
contest, prizes on all par direes for a
hole-in-one, closest to the pin, as
well as-longest drive, closest to the
line and many more. A banquet
dinner will follow the outing and
many door prizes will be awarded.

Prizes will be awarded for men
and women for low gross and low

net. Calloway scoring system. En-
trance fee is $125 per person. Call
Roxanne Cortese to sign up or in-
formation at (908) 561-1539.

Cruise on Big Red
Boat II Planned

Dunellen Recreation is sponsor-
ing a cruise on the NEW Big Red
Boat II to New England and
Canada. A seven nights cruise leaves
on Aug. 5 and returns Aug. 12,
with ports of call of Newport, Bos-
ton, Halifax and St. John New
Brunswick Canada.

Rates for the cruise range from
$875 per person for an inside state-
room to $1,075 for an ocean view
stateroom. Cost includes port charg-
es, transportation to and from the
pier in New York from South Plain-
field, driver gratuities. Third and
fourth passengers sharing cabin rate
is $565 per person.

For information, call Mary Ann
at (908) 226-1222 or Clem, Dun-
ellen Recreation (732) 752-2466.

Mets vs. Pirates
Trip Planned

Sacred Heart Church is sponsor-
ing a trip to see the Mets vs. Pirates
on Saturday,-June,24.,

The cost of $50 per person in-
cludes game ticket in lower l ^
transportation and driver gratuity.
This is also kickball day and all chil-
dren 13 and under will receive a
kickball. The bus will leave Sacred
Heart parking lot at 4:30 p.m. and
return immediately after the game.

For additional information and
reservations, call Helen at the Parish
Center at (908) 756-0633 ext.ll
or Mary Ann (908) 226-1222.

PAL Offers Tickets for Area
Amusement, Theme Parks

Discounted tickets (in most cases) are available for area amusement
and theme parks at the PAL for the 2000 season.

'•! Ages)

k Adult (Ages 9-54}

<Jr-(Ages 3-8}

nture Two Park Adult

;ure-J^J^iicChad {48"&Under}

Great Adventure-ThemePark Only ( A d u ^ B P

,-rparkoniy {Adult}

Oorney Park-Early Season (5/6 -6/23) | |

•

GATE PRICE

$31.95

$32.95

$22.78

$42.39

K;'$28.61
$23.50

S3! 00

OUR PRICE

$26.00

$26.00

$19.00

$28.00

$22.50

$27.00

$23.00

$20.00

How You Can Be a Part of the South Plainfield Observer.
ENCOURAGE YOUR ORGANIZATION TO
SEND US THEIR UPCOMING EVENTS We
want to add them to AROUND TOWN. It can
make your event more successful. Send them to
us by mail, fax or e-mail.

SEND US INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR
MILESTONES, i.e., promotions, births, engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, graduations.
Include photos. Share your good news with the
community!

IF THERE IS SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO
MAKES A DIFFERENCE in South Plainfield?
Thank them by letting us know.

USE THE OBSERVER AS AN ADVERTISING
TOOL. Introduce your business to the commu-
nity. Promote your specials or sales. Residents
would rather patronize local businesses than
travel out of town. It is more convenient and it's
good for the local economy.

SUGGEST A BUSINESS FOR US TO
SPOTLIGHT. If you have had great service in
South Plainfield share it with your neighbors
through the newspaper.

SUBMIT LETTERS TO THE EDITOR to allow
readers to discuss and react to issues.

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS. If you have an event,
take a photo, write a caption identifying the event
and people and send it to us via mail. The best
photos record action and don't include so many
people that it is impossible to identify anyone.
Please don't send us photocopies or laser prints.
They don't reproduce well.

HOWTO CONTACT US. By mail: 1110 Hamilton
Blvd., Suite 1 B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080;
By phone: 908-668-0010;By fax: 908-668-8819;
By email: ggnan@aol.

SUBSCRIBE. It's $25. per year for 52 issuesll
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Pictured left to right are South Plainf ield American Legion Chaumont Post 243
Finance Officer John Blanchard, high school seniors Kerri Howells and Michael
Grasso, and CE coordinator Dee Falato.

American Legion Awards
$1,000 Scholarships

The South Plainfield Ameri-
can Legion Chaumont Post 243
has created an ongoing partner-
ship with the South Plainfield
High School Cooperative Edu-
cation Program.

The American Legion initi-
ated a scholarship fund and com-
petition to honor students excel-
ling in both academics and on-
the-job training during their se-
nior year. A highly competitive
essay and application was held
by both teachers and Legion
members, which included rec-
ommendations and community

service activities. Commander
Joe Penyak, Vice-Commander
"Doc" Donald Austin, Finance
Officer John Blanchard and Ad-
jutant Rich Magri announced
two $1,000 winners for 2000.
They are Kerri Howells, daugh-
ter of Paul And Debra Howells
of Garibaldi Ave., who will at-
tend College of Saint Elizabeth
and major in Business Market-
ing and Michael Grasso, son of
Antonio and Doris Grasso of
Regency Place, who will attend
Kean University, and major in
Business Management.

Vision 2001
Announces
Scholarships

Several scholarships have been
announced by the scholarship
committee of Vision 2001 at a
recent meeting.

Recipients of Vision 2001 four
year scholarships of $4,000 each
are Lisa Mocerino, Paul Lee,
Marie Hudak; one year schol-
arships at $1,000 each are Carol
Ann Serago, Kim Lam, Jane
Nguyen, Roohee Patel and Rania
Younes.

Receiving the Drew Forgash
Memorial Scholarship for $1,000
is Johanna Alzate.

The Kevin Reitz Memorial
Scholarship goes to Michael
DeMato and Kerri Howells for
$580 each.

The Historical Society Schol-
arship of $100 each was awarded
to Lauren Yulick and Kim Bulla.

The Robustelli Scholarship
was awarded to Lauren Walter,
Brad Tierney and Joe Scotto for
$1,000 each.

The Timko Memorial Scholar-
ship of $250 goes to Jessica Ardis.

The Francis N. Bellew Memo-
rial Scholarship of $565 goes to
Yolanda Toca.

The Giakas Family Founda-
tion awards five, $2,000 scholar-
ships. This year's recipients are
Justin Benford, Lisa Mocerino,
Brad Tierney, Paul Lee and Tracy
Regan. A $2,000 renewal schol-
arship goes to Carol Schweer.

TO) HOVfl GflBDBI CLUb HfWS
The Terra Nova Garden Club

has a busy year-end schedule of
activities planned. The Civic
Beautification Committee plant-
Municipal Building on May 17

The Garden Therapy Commit-

tee planted seeds with the
Muhlenberg Adultcare Clients on
May 17, following a Garden
Therapy workshop at chairman
Virginia Nuzzo's the day before.
The club will also participate in

The club's monthly meeting

will be held <
North Edison Library at 7:30
p.m. Guest
Jones will present a program titled
"Feeding a Crowd." Guests are
welcome. Hostesses for the
evening will be Robin Jess and
Elinor Winsta
by Nancy Fuch

in a 1 x 2% ad in the Observerl
Applaud the successes of your children, grand-
children, friends, brothers and sisters or loved
ones with a personalized ad. The Observer will
publish your college, high school, middle, pre-
school and kindergarten graduates' photo along
with your congratulatory wishes. All for $20.

Send your check or money order with the graduate's name and your
message along with your name, address and phone to: South
Plainfield Observer Congratulations, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080. (If you would like your photo returned,
please include a SAS envelope.)

Good LUCK Class of

Christopher Atcachunas
High School Graduation

June 25,1999

Congratulations Chris!!
Love, Mom, Scott, Erica and Ashley

people
Milestones

Bruno Earns BA in Criminal Justice
Mario D. Bruno of South

Plainfield has graduated from
The Richard Stockton College
of NJ in Pomona with a BA in
Criminal Justice.

His parents are Sam Bruno of

Monmouth Junction and Janet
Heiner of South Plainfield.
Commencement ceremonies
were held at the Pomona cam-
pus on Friday, May 12.

Malecki Earns BA in Political Science
Scott M. Malecki has gradu-

ated from The Richard Stock-
ton College of NJ in Pomona
with a BA in Political Science.

His parents are Thaddeus and

Patricia Malecki of South Plain-
field.

Scott received his diploma on
Friday, May 12 at commence-
ment ceremonies in Pomona.

Pender Graduates from Marist College
Erin Marie Pender of South

Plainfield graduated on May 20
from Marist College located in
Poughkeepsie, NY. Pender
graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts degree.

Marist, an independent liberal

arts college in Poughkeepsie, is
ranked among the top tier of col-
leges and universities in the
northern United States in U.S.
News & World Report's Ameri-
ca's Best Colleges guide.

• •
Yuill Is Recipient of Military Awards

Sergeant Daniel F. Yuill
(USMC), son of Mr. and Mrs.
John Yuill of South Plainfield,
NJ, is currently deployed to the
Arabian Gulf with Marine
Fighter Attack Squadron 314.
This is Daniel's second deploy-
ment on active duty in support
of Operation Southern Watch in
the Middle East.

Two weeks after graduation
from South Plainfield High
School in June of 1996, Daniel
enlisted in the United States
Marine Corps and was selected
for service as an 0231, Intelli-
gence Specialist and received
specialized training. In the
Spring of 1997, upon comple-
tion of basic training, Daniel
was assigned as an Intelligence
Analyst with an F/A-18C Strike
Fighter Squadron which was
soon to proceed to the Arabian
Gulf on a routine deployment.

Similar deployments have taken
him to Mexico, Canada, Japan,
China, Korea, Malaysia, Bahrain
and the United Arab Emirates and
in the near future, he will be ar-
riving in Australia before to re-
turning to the United States.

Daniel has been the bearer of
several military awards includ-
ing the Armed Forces Expedi-
tionary Medal, Sea Service De-
ployment Award, Meritorious

Unit Ci-
ta t ion,
N a v a l
Unit Ci-
t a t i o n
and the
Marine
C o r p s
G o o d
Conduct
Medal.
He will
s o o n r c" Sgt Daniel F.VUilKUSMQ
ceive two
Navy and Marine Corps Achieve-
ment medals for his superior ac-
complishments during his tour of
duty. He has also recently been
nominated for the Exceptional
Achievement Award, an annual
award given to only one member
of the US Marine Corps.

Daniel's tour of duty ends this
summer. He'll be honorably dis-
charged from the military and will
receive veteran status. This past
winter, one of Daniel's longest
desires-acceptance to Rutgers
University-was accomplished.
Daniel will start as a full-time
student in the fall semester as an
undergraduate in pursuit of de-
grees in Middle Eastern Studies
and Political Science on full
scholarship provided by the U.S.
Montgomery G.I. Bill and the
Marine Corps College Fund.

Eodices are Grandparents of Twins
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Eodice.

Sr. of South Plainfield are the
proud grandparents of twin

boys, Branden and Bryce
Eodice, born on May 3, 2000.

Fessock Receives Achievement Medal
standing Service as platoon
leader and executive officer
while assigned to the 170th Mili-
tary Police Company, Fort
Lewis, Seattle, Washington.

First Lieutenant Robert J.
Fessock, 1993 graduate of South
Plainfield High School, has been
awarded the United States Army
Achievement Medal for Out-

#

Errico Makes Dean's List at Kean Univ.
LeeAnn Errico, daughter of

Gene and Janet Errico of South
Plainfield successfully completed
her sophomore year at Kean Uni-
versity, making the Dean's List
for both the Fall and Spring se-
mesters.

LeeAnn completed her fresh-
man year at Salisbury State Uni-
versity in Maryland, prior to ma-
triculating to Kean. A 1998
graduate of South Plainfield
High School, LeeAnn is pursu-
ing a degree in communications.
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Sacred Heart's Annual Funstival Carnival was held last week. Despite the heavy
rains sustained in our area, visitors had the opportunity to try out the food,
ride the rides and win prizes.

John F. Kennedy School Holds
Annual Spring Conceit

John F. Kennedy School held
their Spring Concert on May 17.
The John E Kennedy String En-
semble was led by conductor, Mrs.
Carleen Tedeschi. Accompanist
was Ms. Barbara Habeeb.

Third, fourth and fifth graders
performed their favorite piece,
"Hot Cross Buns" and "Happy
Dance."

Musicians from this ensemble
included the following: on Violin
I, Katie Hardy, Melissa Budhan,
Lauren Fry, Elizabeth Pisack,
Tina Bijlani, Katie Eder, Chelsea
Moubarak, Victoria Tran, Amber
Scott and Kelly McCormack; on
Violin n, Taylor Kurilew, Kathryn
McGee, Lisa Migiliore, Molly
O'Brien and Sara Johnson. On
Viola, Devin Kile and Raymond
Lee; on Cello, Brittney O'Brien,
Barney Johnson, Danielle Ranger
and Ian McGregor.

The evening continued with
performances by the John E Ken-
nedy School Band, conducted by
Tobie Baldwin, which included
Johannes Brahms' "Hungarian
Dance No. 5" and Leo Arnaud's
"Bugler's Dream."

Members of the Intermediate
Band included, on Flute, Ashley
Prete, Amanda Harzula, Jennifer
Copeland, David Quiroga, Eliza-
beth Valentino and Kimberly
Russell; on Alto Saxophone: Rob-
ert McGregor III, Jessica Ranger
and Brian Hanley.

On French Horn, Joanna Luzny,
Elizabeth Diamant and Samantha
Rivera; on Baritone Horn, John
Christ III and Britney O'Brien;
on Oboe, Aaron Wright; on Clari-
net, Chelsea Mouborak, Raymond
Lee and Kory McGovern; on
Trumpet, Keidi Heckel, Michael
Penkunas, Austen Lynch, Andrew
Ohriska and Ryan Pauls; on Trom-
bone, Ryan Szumski; on Percus-
sion, Grey Coppi, Michael Cham-
bers, Christopher DeOliveria and
Philip Luzny.

The Advanced Band, also con-
ducted by Tobie Baldwin, pre-
sented performances of "Bartok-
Three Folk Songs" by Bela Bar-
tok and arranged by Anne Mc-
Ginty, "Gymnopedie No. 1" by
Eric Satic and arranged by Larry
Clark and "Maria" from West Side
Story by Leonard Bernstein and
Stephen Sondheim and arranged
by Eric Osterling.

The Advanced Band is com-
prised up of the following stu-
dents: on Flute, Ashleigh Gaspari,
Guari Joshi, Maxwell Johnson,

PERS-2400

24-hour
Personal emergency

reporting system

Press the button and a trained
operator will speak to you
through the console and

summon medical aid.

Great for the disabled,
elderly or injured
Victims of
domestic
violence can
obtain help
with the press
of a button

For a little more than a dollar a day and
we supply the system for free*

Security
Concepts]
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Kyla Rouse and Dorian Bishop;
on Oboe, Britney Holloway; on
Clarinet, Alexandra Viscosi and
Selene Rayho and on Alto Saxo-
phone, Justin Pauls.

On Trumpet, Anthony Ettore
and Timothy Williams, on French
Horn, Ryan Miller; on Trombone,
Daniel Becker; on Tuba, Barney
Johnson and on Percussion, Donna
Cacciatore and Lori Sepkowski.

The School Chorus, conducted
by Barbara Habeeb, was accom-
panied by Carleen Tedeschi. Mis-
tress of ceremonies was Melissa
Budhan.

Students performed "JA-DA" by
Bob Carlton, "The Dream Lives
On" by Mary Donnelly and
George L.O. Strid and "Aura
Lee, Are You Sleeping" and "Go
Tell Aunt Rhody."

LAMP students on Recorders
were Alexander Viscosi, Ashleigh
Gaspari, Donna Garcia, Katie
Hardy, Lori Sepkowski, Aman-
da Harzula, Britney Holloway,
Jackie Miller, Kyla Rouse and
Nicholas Pasquale.

The chorus is: Quran Ali, Tina
Bijlani, Kristen Billich, Dorian

Bishop, Elizabeth Blackford,
Melissa Budhan, Cynthia Carl-
son, Vanessa Casteblanco, Jen-
nifer Copeland, Megan Cornel,
Kristina Kursi, Katie D'Aleo,
Caitlin Davies, Jenna DeLillo,
Christopher DeOliverira, Eliza-
beth Diamant, Katie Eder, An-
thony Ettore, Constance Flana-
gan, Lauren Fry, Donna Garcia,
Jennifer Garzon, Ashleigh Gas-
pari, Samantha Granski, Steph-
anie Hansen, Katie Hardy,
Amanda Harzula, Britney Hollo-
way, Jenna Kanaley, Becky Keller,
Taylor Kurilew, Jordan Leporino,
CJ Loiacono.

Mark Macintosh, Joy Masz-
czak, Stephanie Mazurak, Kath-
ryn McGee, Kory McGovern,
Tricia Merryman, Jackie Miller,
Chelsea Moubarak, Neghan
Nigro, Jaime Okosko, Sonali
Patel, Ashley Prete and Jessica
Ranger, Samantha Rivera, Eliz-
abeth Rodger, Kyla Rouse, Tif-
fany Rouse, Rohanda Sharbash,
Sara Shulte, Sean Tamzoke,
Christopher Uribe, Elizabeth
Valentino, Alexandra Viscosi and
Timothy Williams.

Computer Services
TeknoWizards, Inc.

for individuals and businesses

We will provide quality service for
all of your hardware, software, and

networking needs at a low cost

South Plainfield, NJ 07080 Tel 908.769.6843
Fax 908.769.6414 Visit us at www.teknowizards.com



May 26, 2OOO South Plainf ield Observer •

John E. Riley Spring Concert
On May 15 John E. Riley

School entertained family and
friends at their annual Spring
Concert.

Riley School Chorus, directed
by Joanne Gurske and accompa-
nied by Joan Stasio, were Briana
Alexander, Kimberly Barletta,
Stephanie Bartfaivi, Brittney
Bishara, Daniel Bosse, Brianna
Calderone, Derika Catalano,
Nicole Cosma, Christopher De-
laney, Tina DeStefano, Lauren
DiFrancesco, Sherrie Lynn Do-
nato, Katie Egan, Rachel Estevez,
Melissa Fisher, Jessica Flood-
Crisitello, Melissa Franzson,
Nicole Freitas, Alexandra Fodor,
Crystal Gorman, Katherine Gor-
man, Marcel Graham, Jessica
Gray, Carolina Guardado, Taylor
Harris, Meghan Hartmann, Alli-
son Harty,m Clare Kelly, Stephanie
Kelly.

Christine Lanza, Kimberly
Le, Ashley Little, Jennifer Lit-
tle, Jaclyn MacDougall, Sam
Martin, Nicole Mathew, Jenni-
fer Mocerino, Roxana Morilia,
Anthony Moscato, Krista Na-
tale-Hellebrand, Katie Noonan,
Ashley Peterson, Heather Pro-
koplak, Kayla Quadral, Leslie
Quichua, Tanya Ramnath, Karla
Reyes, Jessica Rousseau, Nicole
Scott, Gary Stark, Stanley Stel-
lakis, Katie Sullivan, Stephanie
Szoliga, Amanda Thorn, Megh-
en Toolan, Chelsea VanEss, Jes-
sica Vasquez.

The Riley School Band, di-
rected by Joan Stasio, are:
Flutes- Megan Boyle, Nicole
Freitas, Alexandra Fodor, Chelsea
VanEss, Brianne Calderon,

Brittney Bishara, Clare Kelly.
Clarinets—Jacqueline Bosse,

Leslie Quichua, Justin Panzarel-
la, Jessica Gray, Alyssa Roibal,
Amanda Thorn, Jaclyn Mac-
Dougall, Taylor Harris, Cathe-
rine Natareno, Rebecca Bosse,
Kaitlin Egan.

Trumpets-Fred Hooks, Mich-
ael George, Tanya Ramnath,
Bobby Harrington, Nicole Cos-
ma, Julie Garbowski, Jessica
Adams, Christopher Peel.

Alto Saxophones-Matthew Kru-
pit, David Sangster, Stanley

Stellakis, Christopher Delaney,
Daniel Flynn, Eric Rovayo.

Trombone-M.zr:ce\ Graham,
Jerome Jemerson.

Percussion- Chris topher
Stallone, Ryan Egan, Matthew
Gross, Christopher Herbster,
Travis Noll, Nicholas Haupt,
Brian Wieckowski, Ron Guan-
cone, Robert Mathis, Derika
Catalano, Kathleen Sullivan,
Stephanie Kelly, Matthew Olpin-
ski, Anthony Moscato, Matthew
Seider, John Mocharski. On
Bells—Drika Cetalano.

Recorder Ensemble directed by
Joanne Gurski were Lee Aboos-
amara, Jonathan Addesa, Steph-
anie Barletta, Thomas Barney,
Jacqueline Bosse, Michael
Boyle, Maxwell Butler, Danielle
Butrico, Jonathan Conroy Jus-
tin Ditmars, Luis Dubon, Jes-
sica Gonzalez, Jennifer Gustaf-
son, Christopher Izzi, Stephanie
Lanza, Carly Reuter, Patricia
Robles, Rhianna Ruzicki-Di-
Paolo, Teddy Skwiat, Salvador
Soto, Nora Stasio, David Vaie-
rio, Stephen Wagner, Samantha
Barthel, Kimberly Carlomagno,
Kyle Chandler, Sean Coffey,
Courtney Easterday, Lindsay
Fredericks, Joseph Grennier,
Christopher Hartie, Ashley
Hawkins, Stephen Kelly, Mi-
chelle Kobilis, Colleen Mac-
kenzie, Kelly Nguyen, Matthew
Ortiz, Christopher Seesselberg,
Rocco Severini, Ricky Sierzega,

Mark Sprenger, Stevie Stark,
Kara Thomas, Paul Zushma.

Danielle Blackford, Michael
Bumback, Allison Clawans, Lau-
ren Diana, Michael Eustice, Keri
Gould, Heidi Hanson, Amanda
Hunterton, Shakera Jones,
Stephanie Milicia, Cornelius
Mootoo, Duy Nguyen, Patrick
Nolty, Timothy Oppelt, Nicho-
las Pauls, Kimberly Pham, Gi-
bram Quiroga, Timothy Ratti,
Michelle Slover, Matthew Smith,
Vincent Stark, Nicholas Vallone,
Nicholas Whitney.

String Ensemble under the
direction of Carleen Teceschi
were: Violin I—PhiNguyen, Jes-
sica Vasquez, Ryan Kamen,
Nicole Miglis, Katherine
Gorman, Kimberly Pham, Jus-
tin Ditmars, Christopher Sees-
selberg, Nicholas Vallone, Duy
Nguyen, Heidi Hanson, Nora
Stasio, Timothy Ratti, Matthew
Ortiz, Kyle Chandler.

Viola—Stephen Parello, Steph-
anie Milici, Stephen Wagner.

Violin II—Robert Moreira,
Stephanie Szeliga, Elan Sims,
Catherine Natareno, Briana
Alexander, Rhianna Ruzicki-
DiPaolo, Allison Clawans, Mat-
thew Smith, Jonathan Conroy,
Patrick Nolty, Amanda Hunter-
ton, Christopher Izzi, Patricia
Robles.

Cello—Ryan Bunting, Maxwell
Butler, Mark Sprenger.

Planning for » | |
Retirement

There's a lot of t ruth in the
saying,"Most people don't plan

to feil.they fail to plan."This is espe^
dally true for retirement planning.
Too often, people assume that they
can plan for their retirement within
a few years of the day they quit work-
ing.

The fact is, although it is never
too late, it is best to start early. It's
never too soon to start setting goals
and planning for your financial inde-
pendence in retirement

Financial advisors predict that most
retirees will need between 70 and
80% of their pre-retirement income
to maintain the same standard of liv-
ing during retirement Of course, this
can vary due to the personal lifestyles
of each individual, but you may want
to use a similar percentage as a rough
estimate of your needs.

Although your investment strate-
gies for retirement will be for in-
come and protection of principal,
growth of income cannot be ig-
nored. Inflation can have a profound

effect over time on a portfolio that
is weighted too heavily in conserva-
tive investments. Investing in these
accounts, such as savings accounts,
bank CDs orTreasuries, could lead
to your reaching retirement and find-
ing out that you will not be able to
maintain your current standard of
living.Your principal investment will
be safe, but the income may not be
able to keep up with inflation.

To help offset the effects of infla-
tion, you need to ensure that the
return from your investments keeps
up with, or beats, the rate of infla-
tion. One way to achieve this goal is
to invest in stocks or mutual funds.
Over the long term, stocks have out-
paced inflation, while money market
funds and CDs have barely kept up
with itYes, stocks may fluctuate over
the short term and have a greater
degree of risk, but a well balanced
portfolio of stocks and other invest-
ments will help protect you from
the effects of inflation without ex-
ceeding your risk comfort level.

Jeannmarie Fultz is a Registered Representative based in South Plain-
field. She can be reached locally at (908) 561-3608. Securities offered
through Clearing Services of America, Inc., Member NASDISIPC. 77
West Port Plaza,Suite 263 St Louis.MO 63146 (314) 878-7565.

Kennedy
Hoedownl

Kennedy School Girl Scouts had
a foot-stompin' good time at
the Mother/Daughter Girl Scout
dinner. Troop 958 were the hosts
and troops 8,14,118.883,924
and 690 attended. The western
theme had moms and girls
decked out in cowboy hats, ban-
danas and jeans. All enjoyed a
variety of food then hit the
dance floor. Music was by Soot
ScootiriSlim andPam.

NO MIDDLE MAN - SEE JOHN

JOHN'S LET'S MAKE A DEAL

CASH FURNITU Delivery
Extra

We have Entertainment Centers, Headboards,
Footboards, End Tables, Cocktail Tables and more

Also Chairs, Ottomans, Loveseats and Sofas

316 SECOND STREET « PLAINFIELD, NJ
(around the corner from McDonalds)

Warehouse
(908) 755-3245
(908) 720-7696

Sat, Sun May 27, 28 b June
3, 4 ONLY!!! 9 A M - 3 P M

CASH
ONLY

I'M T i l l NEIGHBORHOOD EXPERT!
....TUANKf TO 9TATE-O.F-TUE-ART REAL ESTATE
TECHNOLOGY, KNOW THE NEIGHBORHOOD.*™
"Know the Neighborhood" gives me access to an amazing array of information -
recent home sales, the school system, climate and crime statistics, community
demographics - for every neighborhood in the country. And because it's con-
stantly updated, the information is accurate and timely.

I ean tell you things you never knew about your own neighborhood - or any place
you're thinking about making your next home. Give me a call or stop in to my
office for a free demonstration.

Wayne Grennier
Sales Associate

ASK US FOR A DEMONSTRATION

Ono-Stop Shopping Service*

Weichert, Realtors Office: 732-906-8200
640 Middlesex Ave. Eve: 908 755-8565
Metuchen, NJ 08840 P a 8 e r : 908-581-4470

THIf I I REALLY A WAREHOUSE f ALE!! *?<? «S¥i

Weichert,
Realtors

We Sell More
Because WeDoMore
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2000 Wall of Fame Nominees to be Honored
(Continued from page one)

From 1999-2000, Susan was
the Coordinator of Minority Re-
cruitment and Retention for the
University of San Francisco where
she developed a program using
newsletters, brochures and web-
pages to interest and aid poten-
tial new students. She established
the first Minority Overnight Visit
Program for admitted high school
seniors, the first Multicultural
Unity Picnic. She developed the
first Upward Bound and Trio Bay
Area minority on campus recruit-
ment program, "Bay Area High
School Basketball Night Pro-
gram."

Honors include the Vizuri
Kabisa Award for Academic Ex-
cellence, Doctoral Student, in
1997,1998, and 1999. The Black
Student Union, Appreciation
Award and the Vizuri Kabisa
Award for University Unity
Award. Susan is the new student
Retention Officer and Coordina-
tor at Kean University.

James R. Schenck of Arlington,
Va. a 1984 graduate of SPHS, was
nominated by Kenneth Van Kleef.
James graduated from West Point
in 1988 and has held various po-
sitions with the US Army in Ko-
rea from 1989-1991. He gradu-
ated Harvard Business School,
became an instructor at the U.S.
Military Academy in West Point,
then an assistant professor and
later executive officer to the Dean.

James is currently the Action
Officer, Office of the Assistant
Secretary of the Army (Man-
power and Reserve Affairs) at The
Pentagon in Washington, DC. He
is on the Board of Directors for
both the Pentagon Federal Credit
Union and the Pentagon Federal
Insurance and Services Corpora-
tion and has served on the board
of the West Point Federal Credit
Union. He coauthored Armed
Forces Guide to Personal Financial
Planning.

James was a Rhodes and
Marshall Scholarship Faculty Ad-
visor at West Point, a judge for
the West Point Debate Team and
the treasurer for the Army Hockey
Association. He is a member of

the Harvard Business School
(HBS) Alumni Association, an
organizer with the West Point
Trap and Skeet Team and the was
also the President of The Honor
Society of Phi Kappa Phi and
serves on the Council of Foreign
Relations, NY, NY.

Georgeann DiGrazio, a resi-
dent of South Plainfield, was
nominated by her daughter
Georgeann Larson. She attended
the original Grant School and is a
1968 graduate of SPHS.

Georgeann has been a floral
designer for 20 years and the
owner and operator of Mohn's
Flowers and Fancy Foods since
1990. Over the years Georgeann
has always been active in the com-
munity. She served as president
of the Pop Warner Football
Eagles, was a member of the ex-
ecutive board of the Athletic
Booster Club and a member of
the Business Association, all in
South Plainfield.

One phrase you hear her repeat
often is, "Anything for the kids!"
She is currently a member and an
active supporter of a number of
youth oriented organizations such
as Vision 2001, Project Gradua-
tion and a high school Gold Card
sponsor. Gold Card students are
offered free corsages and/or bou-
tonnieres for the prom.
Georgeann sponsors a Mother's
Day essay contest and she and
partner Bill Cochrane pocket the
expenses of the roses for 12 lucky
winners every year. PTA and
PTSOs throughout town know
they can count on Georgeann
when it's fundraising time. She
has been a member of the Recre-
ation Commission since 1982
and she is a past member of the
South Plainfield Juvenile Confer-
ence Committee.

Georgeann is also a breast can-
cer survivor and shares her expe-
rience as she counsels women who
are just beginning to experience
the fears and questions regarding
breast cancer and mastectomy.

John R. Vargo of Falls Church,
Va., was nominated by Wallace
Giakas. John attended Franklin
Elementary School and graduated

K - '•
The South »r is looking

for a highly motivated individual to join
our growing weekly newspaper in the

position of advertising salesperson.
Set your own hours.

Experience preferred but not necessary.

Respond to South Plainfield Observer at 668-0010.

Advertise in the

OBSERVER

SPHS in 1973. John and his wife
Kim have two daughters, Ellen,
10 and Julia 7. He majored in
business and economics and
earned his MS and MBA from
Lehigh University in Bethlehem,
Pa.

John is a telecommunications
executive with over 20 years ex-
perience. He is a founding part-
ner of DaVinci Solutions, LLC-
NY, NJ and Va. He served as
president, CEO, vice president
and director for a number of grow-
ing communications businesses in
New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, Virginia and California and
Washington DC.

John is active in his commu-
nity "Neighborhood Watch" and
helps out with his daughter Ellen's
Junior Girl Scout Troop; partici-
pating in projects and helping
with cookie sales. He volunteers
in various youth sports and is ac-
tive at his children's school. The
annual "Walk for the Homeless"
is another area of service to his
community.

John Frederick Roser, Jr. of
Clifton, Va., was nominated by
his father John F. Roser, Sr. He
is a 1974 graduate of SPHS, is
married with two children. John
is a Colonel in the US Army, only
three years from retirement. He
received two awards from the
army; the Army Meritous Service
Medal and the Army Commen-
dation Medal. John attended the
Virginia Military Institute in Lex-
ington, Va. and the College of
Osteopathic Medicine and Sur-
gery in Des Moines, Iowa. His
graduate studies include Intern-
ship Medicine, US Army in Ho-
nolulu, Hawaii. He is a graduate
of Army AMEDD, Officer Ad-
vanced Courses and US Army
General Staff College.

John has served on the Plain-
field and South Plainfield Rescue
Squads and in the Emergency
Room at Harrisburg General
Hospital in Pa.

In 1973 John caught two
touchdown passes that enabled the
SPHS Tigers to win the annual
Thanksgiving Day game against
North Plainfield Canucks.

Dr. Kenneth E Diana of Manas-
quan, graduated from SPHS in
1971. He attended Lycoming
College in Williamsport, Pa.,
where he majored in biology. He
also attended Georgetown Univer-
sity School of Dentistry in Wash-
ington DC, where the graduated
in 1980. He has maintained a fam-
ily dental practice in Monmouth
and Ocean Counties since 1980
and is a member of the American
Dental Association, NJ Dental
Association, Monmouth/Ocean
Counties Dental Society and the
Academy of General Dentistry.

Kenneth has been featured in
the cover story of the Incised Edge,
a dental trade magazine and he
has a pending article for publica-
tion in the Journal of Prosthetic
Dentistry on dental implant pros-
thetic reconstruction. Kenneth
gives back to his community by
presenting oral health lectures for
senior citizen groups and is an
annual guest speaker for Career
Days in Brick Township, Point
Pleasant and Howell Township
school systems. He served as an
Ocean Township Little League
manager for two years and is an
annual supporter of the St.
Dominies Sports League. He also
served as a volunteer on-call for
forensic identification of victims
of the TWA flight 800 airline di-
saster off Long Island, NY.

Storm Clobbers
Borough's North Side
(Continued from page one)

Houses and cars were literally
covered with vegetation, giving
them the appearance of having
been splattered with green paint.
Some residents reported large hail
pounding against their windows.
Many residents were without
power for several days.

People were unable to leave or
return to their homes until late Fri-
day afternoon. Streets were im-
passible with downed power lines
making just walking a hazard.

The police department 911
emergency lines immediately lit
up. Franklin School was turned
into a command center. Police,
fire and rescue squad members
responded in what turned out to
be an around-the-clock tour of
duty. Mayor Gallagher and several
councilpeople arrived to help.
Roads were immediately closed
in the area and PSE&G was called
out. Fire department members re-
sponded to homes hit by trees,
turning off electric power where
it was deemed dangerous. Res-
cue squad members began check-
ing on the elderly and sick, mak-
ing sure that all were safe. No ma-
jor injuries were reported from
the storm.

The storm raged off and on for
hours, but the severe damage was
done within a relatively short time
frame. The destruction left behind
will take weeks to clean up.

As the rain fell steadily on Fri-
day morning, people could be seen
hosing down their homes and
moving what they could of the de-
bris. A bus seeking a way around
the closed roads attempted to cut
through Palmer to access Sher-
man Ave. Branches littered the
street and the top of a telephone
pole, complete with wires, lay
dangling at the corner of Palmer

and Sherman. Police helped guide
the bus back out of the road to an
area of Tompkins that was pass-
able.

The shopping center on the cor-
ner of Seventh and Clinton lost
its roof and received extensive
flood damage.

Sandra and Mark Freuler, who
live on Maltby Ave., got quite a
scare. A falling tree came crash-
ing down on their roof and a
branch from the tree cut through
both the roof and attic, imbed-
ding itself in their living room
ceiling. Luckily Mark had just va-
cated that area to seek shelter in
the basement. Their home has was
declared uninhabitable and they
are temporarily staying with rela-
tives.

Most of the affected area lost
electric power and phone service.
Crews from PSE&G spent Friday,
Saturday and Sunday cutting trees
and repairing power lines. By
Sunday afternoon everyone's
power was back on but some still
did not have phone service.

Once again South Plainfield's
police department, volunteer fire-
men and rescue squad personal
should be commended on how
well they handled the emergency.
We heard nothing but praise for
how they all handled the many
emergencies which arose that
night and on the days that fol-
lowed. We should all keep in mind
what this town would be Eke if
we didn't have all of these volun-
teers, willing to leave their warm,
dry homes everytime South Plain-
field needs them in an emergency.
If you see a member of the po-
lice, fire or rescue squad say
thanks and especially remember
them when they send that once a
year letter asking for a donation.
What better way to say thank you.

Notice to Residents
The borugh will not be responsible and will not pick

up any stumps from private property. Nor will they
pick up debris cut up by private contractors and left
at the curb. Residents are responsible for removal.

-Emergency Management Coordinator,
Mike Zushma

K R f l ^ ^
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So. Plfld. Blaze Leaves a Trail of Smoke
So. PIJU. Blaze vs. Mmtclair Wee

Badgeron May 21—-The South
Plainfield U- l l Girl's soccer team
beat Montclair, posting their sec-
ond sweep of the season and im-
proving their record to 5 and 4.

On a damp and wet field the
Blaze continued to do what they
have been doing all season long -
playing tough!

Our defense comprised of Kate
Hardy in as keeper, Dorian
Bishop and Becky Keller in as
stopper and sweeper, Katie
Baldasarre and Elizabeth Flannery
handling the outside wing fullback
positions allowed for only one
score in the first half. Our mid-
fielders Lauren Fry, Clare Kelly,
Tiffany Roth, Alex Viscosi and

Maria Lipnick dominated the
middle, which allowed our for-
ward right Jennifer Copeland a
chance to score the first goal of
the game. Allison Huffsmith went
in as left forward assisting.

Montclair answered back with
a score of their own setting the
stage for what would be a very
exciting game. With numerous
offside calls against us and not to
be outdone Blaze quickly an-
swered back with a score of their
own. Katelyn Conrad scored on
a blocked shot taken by Jennifer
Copeland.

At halftime the scored was
Blaze 2, Montclair L

The second half started out slow
for Blaze which allowed Montclair

a chance to tie it up. With the
dazzling work of Dorian Bishop
and persistence from Katie
Baldasarre on the right side, Kate
Hardy was able to score on a
crossed shot from the right to
break the tie. What would've
seemed like a lucky break for
Montclair turned out to be a turn-
ing point for Blaze. On a foul in
the box Montclair had a chance
to tie the game with a penalty
kick. Not to be denied Becky
Keller in as keeper made a sensa-
tional save to preserve the win.

The final score was Blaze 3,
Montclair 2. Way to go girls!

Visit our web site at www.soplfd-
soccerdub.com.

- Submitted by Coach Hardy

Blast U-9 Soccer Post Winning Record
The South Plainfield Blast, our

own U-9 soccer team, topped off
their season with a 2-2 tie at
Cranford. It was another exciting
year for our boys, who have now
competed for three seasons, go-
ing undefeated twice. Their over-
all record stands at a very impres-

sive 23 wins, 2 losses and 7 ties.
The team was led in scoring by

Kenny Breslau, Allen Garcia and
Nick Pauls. Strong offensive con-
tributions were also made by Max
Butler and Chris Izzi. Leading the
distribution from midfield were
Joseph Gonzalez, James Seyfrart,-

SignUps for Recreation
Summer Camps Underway

South Plainfield Recreation will
be offering summer camps in soc-
cer, field hockey, basketball, base-
ball, softball and wrestling.

Soccer camp will be held July
17 to July 21 from 9, a.m. to noon
at the Middle School gym. It is
open to boys and girls ages 8-15.
The cost is $35.

Field Hockey camp will be held
June 26 through June 30 from 9
a.m. to noon at the Middle School
(rain or shine). It is open to girls
8-13. The cost is $35.

Basketball camp will be held
from July 10 through July 14,
Monday through Friday, 9:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the SPHS
gym. It is open to boys and girls
ages 8-13. The cost is $35.

Baseball summer camp will be

held from July 3 to July 7 (no
camp on July 4)^ Monday through
Friday, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. at the SPHS ballfields. Rain
site is the high school gym. It's
open to residents ages 8-15. Cost
is $35.

Softball camp runs July 24 to
July 28, Monday through Friday,
from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at
the SPHS ballfields. Rain site is
the high school gym. It's open to
girls ages 8-15. Cost is $35.

Wrestling camp runs from July
10 to July 14, Monday through
Friday, from 9:30 a.m. to noon at
the SPHS gym. Open to residents
ages 7-15. Cost is $35.

Applications are available at the
PAL Building on Maple Ave. For
more information call 226-7714.

Be a Part of the Most
Popular Sport in the World!

The South Plainfield Soccer Club, in association with MNJYSA,
NJYSA, US Youth Soccer & FIFA, announces tryouts for the Fall and
Spring 2000/2001 season on May 26 and 27 and June 2 and 3. Boys
and girls ages 8 through 14 are eligible.

For complete details visit the tryout section of our website at
www.soplfdsoccerdub.com or call Pete Kelly at 908-226-0387.

Tryouts will be held at South Plainfield High School field at the end
of Lake St. The dates and times are as follows:

U-Age

U-8

U-9

U-10

U-11

U-12

U-13

U-14

Born Between

8/1/92-7/31/94

8/1/91-7/31/92

8/1/90-7/31/91

8/1/89-7/31/90

8/1/88-7/31/89

8/1/87-7/31/88

8/1/86-7/31/87

First Day

May 26-6:30 to 8:30 pm

May 27-1 Oam to 12 Noon

May 27-12 noon to 2 pm

June 2-6:30 to 8:30 pm

May 27-4 to 6 pm

May 27-6 to 8 pm

May 27-8 to 10 am

Second Day

May 27- 2 to 4 pm

June 3-1 Oam to 12 noon

June 3-12 noon to 2 pm

June 3-2 to 4pm

June 3-4 to 6 pm

June 3-6 to 8 pm

June 3-8 to 10 am

Copy deadline for the Observer is
Monday, 5 p.m. for the

following Friday's publication.
Please mail, fax or email your copy, (preferably typed in
upper and lower case and double spaced). Send to South
Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South
Plainfield, NJ 07080. Fax to (908) 668-8819, email us on
our web page at spobserver.com.

Joey Lacerda and Ian Collins.
Potent defensive games were

always turned in by Mike Dezmin
and Daniel Phillips. Acrobatic
goaltending was displayed by
Steven Kelly and Nick Jeglinski,
who both also contributed on the
rest of the field. Coach Carlos
Gonzalez and his assistant Paul
Seyffart did an outstanding job
with this group of young men.
We're all very proud of them and
wish them luck at Soccer-Ama on
June 18.

- Submitted by Sam Pauls

2000 GMC
Softball

Championships
The South Plainfield Girls

Softball Team will be playing
Metuchen at the South Plain-
field High school complex on
Field 1 at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
May 27.

By Frank Hanley

juniorbaseballcluDlrotes
Rain Stops Play—Due to the rain and wet field conditions, all games
since last Thursday were cancelled. These games will be rescheduled
as soon as possible.

Traveling All-Stars—Due to the weather, the try-out dates and times
have changed. Players and parents should check the notices posted on
the bulletin board at the clubhouse, or contact the team managers for
details. Contact Tournament Director Danny White with any ques-
tions.

12-Year-Old Tryouts—The 12-year-old try-out schedule has been
changed due to the weather. The try-outs for the 12 year-old-team will
be held at the following times..Sunday, May 28, 10 a.m. at field
3....Monday, May 29, 10 a.m. at field 3...Tuesday May 30, 4 p.m. at
field 3.

SPJBC Annual Tournament—The dub is pleased to announce that
it will be holding its annual All-Star tournament this year beginning
on June 29. Teams from all over the state have been invited to attend.
This year, the format in all age groups has been changed to a "round
robin" style.

Raffle—The books are due back on June 5. The raffle will be drawn
on June 17.

Woman's Auxiliary—The Women will be holding their annual din-
ner-dance, a "Casino Night," on Saturday, June 3 from 7 p.m. to 11
p.m. at the VFW hall. Tickets are $45 per person. Contact Cindy
Eichler at 769-4047 for tickets and information. There are a limited
number of tickets still available.

Contact the SPJBC—clubhouse phone: (908) 754-2090 ... email:
spjbc@aol.com ...Web Site:members.aol.com/spjbc/spjbc.html

Events at a Glance
Somerset Patriots Game - Friday, May 26
"Casino Nite" Dinner/Dance - Saturday, June 3
All-Star Day - Sunday, June 4
AU-Star Tournament - begins Thursday, June 29

Game Highlights and League Standings not available due to the
weather.

Find what you're looking
fOF in the

Business &
Professional Section

Every week in the Observer.
To advertise, call 908-668-0010.
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908-668-0010

Send a check or money or-
der for $25/one year (out-
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South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite
1B, South Plainfield, NJ
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nancyg@spobserver.com
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above address.
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Local Residents Perform at Renaissance Kingdom

Stanley F. Vozab, 81
Stanley F. Vozab died on Wed-

nesday, May 17, at his home here.
Born in New York City, he had

resided in Parlin most of his life,
Bayville for 10 years and South
Plainfield for the past three years.

He had been a Hall of Fame
salesman for 44 years with Reigal
Textiles in New York City cover-
ing a territory from Baltimore to
Buffalo. He started with the com-
pany as a box wrapper and
worked his way up to the sales
department where he was the first
to become a salesman in Reigal
without a college degree. He open-
ed the door for future salesmen in
the same situation. He was of-
fered many positions of advance-
ment in the company, but pre-
ferred to stay in sales. His career
ended in 1983, when he retired.

He was a veteran of WW II
where he served in the US Army
in Japan.

He was as also a member of
the Elks and Democratic Club.
He was also an avid bowler and a
communicant of Sacred Heart
RC Church in South Plainfield.

Vozab is predeceased by his
wife Mildred (Ulrich) Vozab.

Surviving are two daughters,
Valerie Kadek of South Plainfield
and Linda Mazola of Arizona; a
sister, May Geffort of Rye, NY
and a brother, Edward Vozab, of
Long Island.

Also surviving are six grandchil-
dren, Michael Kaduk, Maria
Marzinke and Jennifer Kadiik,
Kevin Mazola, Gary Mazola and
Cara Seavers.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Donations may be made to the
Cedar Croft Bible Chapel.

Marie JVL (DIGiosafcitto)
Ettere, 65

Marie M. (DiGiosafatto) Ettere
died on Saturday, May 20 at
Somerset Medical Center in
Somcrville. r

Born in Italy, Mrs. Ettere came
to the U.S. in 1939, residing in

Manville. She had resided in South
Plainfield for 20 years before set-
tling in Hillsborough in 1983.

She was employed at the former
Unisys Co. in Flemington where
she worked in production.

She is predeceased by her hus-
band Sam, who died in 1981 and
her parents, Pasquale and Miche-
lina DiGiosafatto and her brother,
Frank DiGiosafatto.

She is survived by her daugh-
ter, Lorraine and her husband
Chris Yoos of Pocono Summit, Pa.
and her son Edward and his wife
Debbie Ettere of Somerville; three
sisters Jeanette Flower of Blairs-
town, NJ, Angeline Castin of
Hillsbourgh and Rose Godown
of Bound Brook; two brothers,
James DeGiosafatto of Manville
and Peter DeGiosafatto of Maine.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Frank W.Rafalko, 41
Frank W Rafalko died suddenly

on Saturday, May 20, at his home
in Keansburg.

Born in Belleville, NJ, Mr. Ra-
falko had resided in South Plain-
field for most of life before set-
tling in Keansburg 14 years ago.

Mr. Rafalko was a 1977 gradu-
ate of South Plainfield High School.

He was employed as a driver
for Stroehmann Bakery for the
past year. Prior to Stroehmann,
he worked for Hostess in Wood-
bridge as a driver and then moved
to management for 15 years..

He was a member of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Team-
sters Local #194 Bakery Drivers
ofVauxhaH, NJ.

Surviving are his wife, Angie
(Spohn) Rafalko; two daughters,
Tiffany and Krista and three sons,
Frank, Nicholas and Matthew Ra-
falko, all at home; his parents,
Stanley and Judy (Tuerff) Rafalko
of South Plainfield; a sister, Chris-
tine Floster of Maine and a broth-
er, Robert Rafalko of Hazlet.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations to
the family would be greatly ap-
preciated. ;

''Because We Care'
Forethought Funerai Planning
N.J.D.A. Choices
Complete Care Financing
Serving All Faiths
Cremation Services
Pre Arrangement Specialists

ROBERT HUNTER JR.
Owner-Manager

756-2800
2456 Plainfield: Ave,

South P&infield

'Consult the Families We Serve'

HOME FOR FUNERALS

2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.
William C. McCriskin, V. Pres., Dir.

James A. Gustafson, Dir.
James F. Connaughton, Assoc. Dir.

A number of South Plainfield
residents are participating in the
2000 NJ Renaissance Kingdom.

Katie Mott appears as Princess
Alfreda in the tale Finder's Keep-
ers. She is a 13 year old seventh
grade student at the Middle
School, was a member of the
Franklin All Stars Drama Club for
two years and appeared in her first
SP Summer Drama Workshop
production in 1999 and most re-
cently appeared in the Middle
School production of Kokonut
High. Kate is also a volunteer with
the Roosevelt School Drama Club.
This is her first year as a volun-
teer and performer with the NJ
Renaissance Kingdom.

Pam Cianfrocca is a 15 year
old SPHS sophomore who ap-
peared in the first Franklin All
Stars Drarna Club program. She
has been a part of the Middlesex
County Teen Arts Program for
several years and is a five year
veteran of Summer Drama Work-
shop. Pam is in her third year as
a volunteer teacher/director for
the Roosevelt School Drama Club.
This js Pain's second year with
the New. Jersey Renaissance
Kingdom where she is a member
of the newly formed Junior Rev-
elers. She also portrays Princess
Marissa in the Fairy Tale land per-
formance pf Finder's Keepers.

Chris Abbott, a 14 year old
eighth grade student at the Middle
School has performed with the
Franklin All Star Drama Club for
five years and has been onstage
with the Summer Drama Workj

shop for seven years. He is a three
year volunteer with the Roosevelt
School Drama Club. Chris has
been a part of the NJ Renaissance

Kingdom since the age of four.
This is his second year perform-
ing on the Kingdom's stages. He
is a member of the Kingdom's
Junior Revelers and also portrays
Kurtz the Klutz in the Fairy Tale
Land show, Finder's Keepers. The
Observer will feature additional
local participants next week.
, Prepare for a world of royals,

knights, nobles and peasants as
the NJ Renaissance Kingdom
celebrates it's 12th anniversary
season. The walk the down the
hill towards the gate of the NJ
Renaissance Kingdom provides
only a glimpse of what lies ahead.
The final step over the bridge into
the kingdom transports one into
another time and place. Mer-
chants and villagers mix with roy-
alty and revelers. From the Towne
Square, to the King's Royal Keep,
to Briarwood's Pirates Cove to
the depths of the Enchanted For-
est, the entertainment is non-stop.
Over 30 shows provide some-
thing for everyone. Come see the

Bard and the Bard's company, the
Fairy Tale Troupe, and the Somer-
set Puppeteers and listen to the
Madrigal Singers and Somerset
Revelers.

The NJ Renaissance Kingdom
is unique in that it offers an on-
going storyline throughout the
day. The opening ceremony,
which sets the tone for the day
begins at 12 noon. The season runs
through July 2, on Saturday and
Sunday, as well as Memorial Day.
Hours are 11 a.m.-6 p.m. on the
property of the Festival on David-
son Ave. in Somerset, off exit 10
on 1-287. The weekend of July 1
and 2 will be a special Pirate Ad-
ventures Weekend in which the
entire Kingdom will be overrun
by a scurvy lot of ruffians, pirates,
smugglers and bawdy wenches.
Tickets are $12 for adults, $6 for
children under 12, $8 for seniors,
toddlers under 3 go free. Group
sales discounts are available. For
more information and directions
call (732) 271-1119.

Weekly Horoscope
ARIES-March 21-April 19—You are the
first sign in the zodiac.This means new begin-
nings. Some traits you may have: energetic,
active, and open to change, impulsive. Mars is
your ruling planet, ancient god of war. Your
color is red like that of fire. Birthstone is the
diamond There you go lady Aries. A city to
visit-^-how about England. Key word I AM!
The Ram goes head first into situations so
ease up as these may get out of hand some-
times.;
TAURUS-Apr i l 20-May 20—Your most
favorite trait as seen in the eyes of others is
dependability. Your ruling planet is Venus the
Roman goddess of beauty and the arts. You
may be quiet but make no mistake the Bull is
strpng and can be fierce. Lucky day, Friday.
Birthstone is the emerald.Tree to plant how
about a cypress or apple. Pale blue is always a
nice color to wear. For a country may I sug-
gest Cyprus?" Key word—Balance.
GEMINI - May 21-June 20—The sign of
communication, Quick witted full of ideas-
One who wants to play all the parts actor,
director, producer,'and stagehand. Mercury
rules over this sign: Ancient messengers of
the gods which also rules communication and
travel. Birthstone is the agate. A cool city for
you to check out would be San Francisco.
Wear your seat belt in the car. People of this
sign are prone to injury while traveling.

CANCER -June 21-July 22—The Moon.
is your ruler here, as a satellite around the

earth it moves and wanes a strong magnetic
force in your life. And need I say it'emotions.'
Some of your nice traits are sympathy and
being receptive. You also can be shrewd but
be careful it dose not backfire on you. The
pearl is your stone this can change bad for-
tune into good.And a nice country for you to
travel is Scotland. Your colors sea green and

LEO -July 25-August 22—Your loyalty is
without question.You control your own do-
main no matter how small or large. While
others will accept second best you will not
And why not the SUN is your ruler the cen-
ter of the solar system. Other words to de-
scribe you powerful, creative, and generous.
Well don't you know there Is a down side?

Don't draw people into confrontations you
are not always right And you can also be the
target of slander.Your birthstone is the lovely
ruby. And your place to visit is Hollywood,
where else?

VIRGO -August 23-September 2 2 -
Never put off anything that can be done today
instead of tomorrow that is the code for this
other Mercury ruler. The Virgin who is the
symbol for this sign represents purity, mod-
esty, and service to your fellow human being.
Since Virgo rules the nervous system in the
body you can be prone to illness caused by
stress and tension. So do things to lighten the
load A trip to Greece would be nice and Paris
on the way home. Sapphire is your stone.
Your kicky numbers 5 and 3.
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BANKING LANDSCAPING

Compare
Consider the beauty, service,

care and maintenance at Hillside
Cemetery, 1401 Woodland
Avenue, Scotch Plains, a
non-profit organization.
,' 908.756.1729

SfiGsvfe Cemetery
www.hillsidecemetery.com

AIDA SANTOS
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT

BRANCH MANAGER

Valley National Bank
Durjiam Ave. & Hamilton Blvd

SouA Plainfield, NJ 07086

(908) 757-5868
Fax (908) 757-0494 ; .

Landscaping

Spread the Word!
Submit your events for the
AROUND TOWN page. Mail,
email or drop off your stories
and photos to: The South Plain-
field OBSERVER, m o Hamil-
ton Blvd., Suite IB, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080.

Fax (908)668-8819 • email
GGNAN@aol.com.

SPIRITS

1645 Park Avenue,
South Plainfield

791-9463

SaJsSpiritShoppe
Cavit (1.5 liter)
Pino* Grigio «9-Eft!
Estate Cellars Sundays

&) Z i n . f a n d e l * 3 « 1am"7'jm

(1.5literl) $ 5 4 9

Bring in this ad for 10% on wines

f t f services:
Lawn Cutting

• Planting
• Clean-Up
• Tree trimming
• Custom Fencing
• Powerwashing

Snow Plowing
(908) 755-8676

GUITAR LESSONS

(908)755-6882

GUITAR
INSTRUCTION

Beginner Specialist
A 6 and 12 String
VI Guitars

( Acoustic - Electric
r\\ Fingerpicking
I) ) Open Tunings

/ South Plainfield
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Freight Train Strikes Tractor/
Trailer at Clinton Ave. Exten.

On Thursday, May 18 at 10
a.m., a freight train traveling east
bound on the Lehigh Valley Line
struck a tractor/trailer traveling
northbound at the railroad cross-
ing located on South Clinton Ave.
Extension. The engine of the train
struck the very rear portion of the
trailer, partially overturning the
tractor/trailer. The roadway was
closed for approximately IVi
hours as a result of the crash.

The operator of the tractor/
trailer, Frantz Felix of Brooklyn,
age 38, sustained minor injuries
and was transported to Muhlen-
berg Regional Medical Center by
the South Plainfield Rescue
Squad. Nobody on board the
train was injured. Felix stated that
he was straddling the RR cross-
ing when the lights/gates were
activated and indicated that he
was unsure of what action to take
and by the time he decided to

move forward, the train hit the
trailer.

The tractor/trailer sustained
moderate damage to the 36' open
dump trailer. The tractor/trailer
is registered to the Hugo New
Schnitzer East company in Jersey
City,NJ.

The locomotive, which sus-
tained minor damage as a result
of the impact, was hauling new
automobiles and had a total of 61
rail cars in. tow. The engineer of
the train reported he was travel-
ing at approximately 50 mph at
the time of the crash.

P.O. Wayne Diana of the South
Plainfield Police Department is in-
vestigating the crash. Emergency
services on scene included the
South Plainfield Police Depart-
ment, South Plainfield Fire Depart-
ment, South Plainfield Rescue
Squad and South Plainfield Office
of Emergency Management.

report
• Footlocker, Oak Tree Rd., re-

ported the theft of three pairs of
shoes. Two suspects entered the
store and asked for several pairs
of shoes. While the employee's
attention was diverted the sus-
pects ran out the door with the
merchandise.

• Ramon Perez of Phillipsburg
notified police of the theft of a CD
player from his locked vehicle.
Unknown suspects gained entry
to the vehicle, which was parked
on So. Clinton Ave., by prying the
lock. The CD player was valued
at $300.

• A South 9th St. resident re-
ported the theft of two Honda mo-
torcycles from her unlocked ga-
rage.

• A manager at Eckerd on
Maple Ave. reported a shoplifting.
The manager stated that a black
male, about 5 ft. 10 inches and
dressed in all white, had entered
the store. As he exited with a
green backpack, the alarm

sounded. The manager yelled for
the man to stop. The pharmacist,
who was outside the store, heard
the manager and tried to grab the
bag from the suspect. The sus-
pect jumped into a waiting car on
the side of the building. The reg-
istration number was noted and
the unoccupied car was located
at the owner's address in
Plainfield. Police were unable to
locate owner.

• CVS on Plainfield Ave. con-
tacted police about a theft that
had just occurred. Employees
were able to record the registra-
tion number on the car in which
the suspects fled. The car was
registered to a Plainfield resident.
Plainfield police were notified.
They held the suspects until wit-
nesses were brought to the loca-
tion. The two witnesses positively
identified the suspect, James
Wider of Plainfield. A complaint
was signed by CVS.

luth Plainfield

Observer
To place an ad call 908-668-0010

or fax 908-668-8819.

Classifieds
Rates - 3 line minimum-$10, $1 ea. additional line.

HELP WANTED

OPENING IN MUNICIPAL COURT

FOR

SENIOR DOCKET CLERK

FULL TIME
Seeking ambitious, bright, self-starter

for data entry, phone & general clerical.
Good office, computer and people skills
required. ATS/ACS experience a plus.

Very busy office.

Hours: 9 am to 5 pm
Monday thru Friday

Evening court session every Wednesday

Salary $22,753. + benefits
Preference given to

South Plainfield residents.

Contact
Pat Vargo, Court Administrator

908-226-7656

Applications available at Municipal Court office

TEACHER ASSISTANTS
HIRING BONUS
$500 for full time
$300 for part time

For childcare center in The Hills of
Basking Ridge, F/T & P/T positions.
Experience preferred. Paid holidays,
50% childcare discount. EOE
Call (908) 470-2220 Fax (908) 470-2292

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE

The Observer, South Plainfield's offi-
cial weekly newspaper, is seeking an
ADVERTISING REE Unlimited earn-
ing potential. Set your own hours.
Friendly work environment Exp. pre-
ferred, but not necessary. 668-0010.

517 Harrison Ave.
(Plainfield Ave. to Franklin Ave. to

Grant Ave. to Harrison Ave.)

Sat. & Sun. 5/27 & 28, 9-5
Empty nest moving tag sale.
Downsizing, must sell. Ethan Allen
LR, oak dinette set, painted BR
turn., glassware, china, antique
truck, etc. All excellent condition.
Indoor Sale-Rain or Shine

JOB OPPORTUNITY

STAY- AT-HOME MOM

NATIONAL COMPANY IN SEARCH
of stay at home moms. Earn vested in-
come. Full time positions also avail.
Call for interview. 908-756-8038.

FOR SALE

TOWNHOUSE
FRANKLIN PARK/SOCIETY HILL,
3-BDRM, spacious townhouse, EIK,
large garage, formal dining room,
master bdrm w/cathedral ceiling and
deck, master bath w/soaking tub.
$170,000. Call Rick 732-545-3132.

WANTED

ATTENTION
STORM VICTIMS

I will remove your fallen
oak trees for firewood. No
charge. 732-545-3132.

(I will not remove stumps.)

FOR SALE-MOTORCYCLE

1994 SUZUKI INTRUDER 800 w/
Saddle Bags and pouch. Under 1500
miles. Mint condition. Must see.
$3,890. 908-668-0010.

LOST & FOUND
FOUND-CAT

FEMALE, BLACK AND WHITE,
distinct facial markings, approx. 3 yrs.
old. Found in area of Grove, St. James
and Maple Ave. Very friendly. Please
call Joan, 754-5696.

PHOTOGRAPHY

COPIES OF OBSERVER
PHOTOS for sale. Call Pattie,

756-8011 or 668-0010.

NEEDS A HOME

"REMBRANDT NOW INTERVIEWING

FOR PARENTS"
tion, arid I hear that's good.
Won't you call me and come
take a look? Prerequisites: I
need to be loved, I need to be
spoiled, I prefer a family with
older children because I love
to play and jump. You must
scratch my belly at least 4
times a day, and promise to
never throw me away. I'll give
you my love, and my paw, and
learn very fast not to mess on

the floor, I'll eat anything that you give
to me and sleep by your bed, never to
make a peep, I'll protect you from bur-
glars, and listen to you talk, and I'll even
remind you "WE" must take our walks.

My hair is gold, my eyes
shine like stars, I'm ex-
tremely playful and don't
chase after cars, My parents
threw me out in the middle
of the night, never thinking
how afraid I was to be so
alone feeling extreme freight,
If they want me back, I'll do
anything to make things
right, I don't know what I
did, or why they treated me
this way, but I'm now interviewing for
new parents, to bring love and com-
panionship into their days.

I'm 1 year old or so they say, and
am a male, I am a heinz 57 combina-

Call (908) 755-2428, Plainfield Animal Hospital
Serious Adoptee Parents Only

directory To advertise your business, call 908-668-0010.

INSURANCE

Free Health Insurance Quotes

Group and Individual Rates Available

100% Free-No
Obfoalion-Quotes

Call or fax your Information
and we will provide you with

a comprehensive health
quote within 24 hours

We represent every
major health carrier In

the Tri-State area

1-800-797-1477 Fax 908-756-5169

The Anthony Cancela, Jr.
Insurance Group

TOP SOIL, MULCH, STONE

Call

KLK Trucking for:
Top Soil, Mulch, Sand,
Infield Mix, Decorative
Stone, Crushed Stone
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434
265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

SWEDISH MASSAGE | 1PLI)MBING/HEATING/COOLING| | CONTRACTORS ROOFERS

SOLARIS
Holistic HealthCenter

SWEDISH MASSAGE
"Specializing in Hot Stone Massage'

THE PERFECT GIFT CERTIFICATE FOR
Mather/Fathers Day * Birthdays*
Anniversaries * Specie! Occasions

Roxanne Cortese. C.H.P.
Complementary Healthcare Provider

2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ

(908)561-1511

LANDSCAPING

908-769-7137

QUALITY
LAWN CARE

PatMillard* So.Plainfield

Find it in the
Observer Business &
Professional Section.

WW^'^WW/^W-'

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING

ice
BOILERS/FURNACES

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL. INDUSTRIAL

70S!

CHIROPRACTIC

Sick & tired of
being sick & tired?

...TRY
CHIROPRACTIC!!
The drug-free alternative to better health.

Dr. Anthony J. DeCosta
Family Practice of Chiropractic

129 South Plainfield Avenue
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908)755-1117
Serving the area for over 22 years.

BUILDER &

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
NJ DCA LIC #019771

Since 1981

Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS-KITCHENS -
BATHROOMS-

Office Renovations

I FREE ESTIMATES I

J. I PENYAiC
ROOFING CO.

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

908-753-4222
FAX 908-753-4763

124 CAMDEN AVE.
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ O7O8O

GARBAGE DISPOSAL

PINTO BROTHERS
DISPOSAL

Andrew & Matthew Pinto

P.O. Box 263
So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

Phone 908-561-8231
Fax 908-561-9889

CONTAINERS FROM 1 TO 40 YAKDS

"Still a Family Owned &
Operated Business"

Residential, Commercial & Industrial Service
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# This weekend is Memorial Day Weekend and high school students
are off from Friday, May 26 to Tuesday, May 30. Classes will resume on
Wednesday, May 31.
# Due to two very successful blood drives, SPHS has won the Yankees

Tickets Contest in the category of Most Improved School. The game we
will be attending is either June 13 or 14. Only donors and rejected donors
will be eligible to go.

In addition to the aforementioned, SPHS is still in the running for the
category of'Most Pints Donated.' The South Plainfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad will be running a blood drive soon and will be using our high
school's donor name. This way all blood donated will go toward our
school for the contest. The winner of this category receives Yankees tickets
for a second game. Details of the SPVRS Blood Drive will be coming soon.
# Due to a lack of interest, the Volleyball Tournament scheduled for

May has been cancelled. However, Project Graduation is running a Volley-
ball Tournament of their own and sign-ups are at the high school. Only
seniors attending Project Graduation will be allowed to participate.
# The SPHS 2000 Prom is scheduled for June 2 at the Sheraton Hotel

in Woodbridge. It starts at 7 p.m.
# The Student Council is sponsoring an Anthony Pacifico Car Wash

on Saturday, June 17. Everyone is welcome to participate in the washing
and clean-up. Refreshments will be needed for the car wash. Anyone will-
ing to bake or buy something for the event is appreciated. Details will
follow.
# For all seniors, graduation is scheduled for Friday, June 23, with Project

Graduation taking place that night at 10 p.m.
# The Powder Puff Football Game has been cancelled due to time

constraints.

Dave Johnson, senior at SPHS, is a contributing writer for Tiger Times. High school
students or faculty who would like to submit copy for SPHS/lta should contact Dave
at the high school.

By Kenneth Morgan

This Memorial Day weekend
you're probably planning on pic-
nics, sports, maybe the beach and
(we hope) remembering those
who gave their lives in our de-
fense. Please take some time to
stop by the library, as well. Here's
what's going on:

We've got two events scheduled
for today. This morning, we'll be
hosting this month's Home-
schooler's meeting at 10:30. It's
an informal meeting for parents
who homeschool their children,
or are interested in doing so. It'll
be held in our Children's Room.
Also, we've got this month's
Kidcraft program this afternoon
at 4. It's for children ages six and
over. There's still space available,
but please call ahead at (908) 754-
7885 to make sure there's room.

We have some schedule chang-
es to announce. This weekend,
we will be open on Saturday, 9
a.m.- 5 p.m., but we'll be closed
on Sunday and Monday in obser-
vance of Memorial Day. Also, we'll
be closed on Sundays until Sep-
tember. We'll let you know when
we switch to summer hours on
Saturdays.

Saturday is the last day of avail-
ability for this month's group of
Circuit videos. Some of the titles
this month are, "Groundhog Day,"
"Ever After," "Tea & Sympathy,"
"Matilda" and "A Perfect Murder."
The group for June will be in place
late next week. Also, Saturday is
the last full day you can see this
month's display. Local resident
Alice Dinizo has provided an as-
sortment of antique women's
clothing and accessories.

We'll be following our usual
schedule of children's Storytime
programs next week. For those
unfamiliar with said usual sched-

ule, the programs are held on
Tuesday at 10:30 a.m., Wednes-
day at 6:30 p.m. and Thursday at
1:15 p.m. They're for children
ages three and over. The programs
last about an hour; no registra-
tion is necessary. Children's Li-
brarian Linda Hansen can pro-
vide more details.

One of the usual aftermaths of
our Storytime programs is a par-
ent checking out books for their
kids. Usually, it's lots of books.
Those books can be heavy and
difficult to carry, so we've decided
to help. New shopping baskets
can be found near the door to the
Children's room. They're just
right for carrying masses of
Arthur, Berenstain Bears or di-
nosaur books, just to name a few.
However, the baskets can't leave
the library. We can, though, give
you a shopping bag to carry your
books home.

We've done expansion in our
DVD collection. Newly added
titles include "Apocalypse Now,"
"The Maltese Falcon" and several
Disney animated movies, includ-
ing "The Little Mermaid," "101
Dalmatians" and "Mulan." Due
to space limitations, some of the
display boxes for these new titles
are kept behind the main desk.
All you have to do is ask a staff
member for them. DVDs can be
borrowed, four at a time, for two
days.

Finally, here's a clarification of
policy. Patrons are limited in the
kind of software they may use in
our computers. Floppy discs may
be used for documentation in our
word processors, but not CD-
ROMs. And no outside software
of any kind may be used in our
Internet terminals.

That's all for now. We'll have
more next Friday.

Seven Receive Governor's Teacher Awards
Seven South Plainfield educa-

tors have been selected by their
colleagues as Governor's Teacher
Recognition Award recipients.
The honorees this year are Franc-
es Flannery, Elyne Foscolo, Vir-
ginia Irwin, Bill Milone, Judith
Rudnick, Mary Jean Smith and
Kathleen Trenchak. They will re-
ceive their awards at a luncheon
on May 25 at the Cornucopia Prin-
cess—Spirit of Perth Amboy.

• FRANCES FLANNERY currently
teaches ninth grade Global Stud-
ies, 11th grade US History II
Honors and 12 grade Advanced
Placement US History. She has
been teaching for 25 years, 19 of
them in South Plainfield. Ms.
Flannery has also taught seventh
grade geography, eighth grade
reading and ninth/eleventh grade
English. She received her under-
graduate degree in education, so-
cial studies and English, with a
graduate degree in history from
Fairleigh Dickinson University.

Fran belongs to many profes-
sional groups and associations.
She has served the community as
a member of the South Plainfield
Recreation Commission, Fresh
Air Fund and a member and
former secretary of South Plain-
field Athletic Booster Club. Her
school service includes varsity field
hockey coach, high school JV and
middle school cheerleading coach,
Jerseyan History Club advisor,
Algonquin Square Book Club
advisor, and Advanced Place-
ment coordinator. Flannery has
been named County or Confer-
ence (GMC) Field Hockey Coach
of the Year seven times. Her
other awards include Douglass
College Teacher Recognition
Award (1997) and Montclair
State University Distinguished
Educator Award (1997). In her
"spare time" she enjoys reading,
hiking, horseback riding and
building a log cabin in Vermont!

• ELYNE FOSCOLO has taught pre-
school at Grant School for three
years now. She also taught first
grade and has been in education
for 20 years. She received her
degree from Jersey City State
College in Early Childhood/El-
ementary Education. She is a
member of SPHS Athletic Boost-
er Club and served as a Girl Scout
leader and member of the PTA at
Franklin School. Mrs. Foscolo is
married and the mother of three
children. She enjoys swimming,
camping and crafting.

• VIRGINIA IRWIN is a second
grade teacher at Kennedy School.

She has also taught the academi-
cally accelerated second-fifth
grades at JFK and Franklin
schools, as well as "regular" first,
third and fifth grades at JFK. She
has been a reading specialist in
Edison in grades four through
nine. Mrs. Irwin has taught for
25 years, 18 of them in South
Plainfield. She received a BA in
General Elementary Education K-
8 from Paterson State College, and
an MA in Reading Specialization
K-12 from Kean College.

She is listed in "Who's Who
Among Teachers" and is a mem-
ber of the National Reading As-
sociation, as well as SPEA and
NJEA. Ginny has served her com-
munity in Edison as a voting poll
clerk. Her hobbies include read-
ing, cooking and gardening.

• BILL MILONE is the physical edu-
cation teacher, grades K-5, at
Roosevelt School. A South Plain-
field educator for 31 years and a
teacher for 32, Bill has also taught
PE, Health and Drivers Ed. at
the high school and Kennedy
School. He received both a
bachelor's degree in physical edu-
cation and health, and a master's
degree in PE from Montclair
State University. He has also been
honored as White Division Track
Coach of the Year. Mr. Milone is
an active member of AAHPER,
NFOTOA and SSI, his profes-
sional organizations. His volun-
teer work includes Special Olym-
pics, Penn Relays and activities
at his church. In South Plainfield
he has served as coach for foot-
ball, wrestling and track, as well
as Ski Club advisor. His hobbies
and interests range from scuba div-
ing to skiing and climbing.

• JUDITH RUDNICK, th i rd grade
Franklin School teacher, has been
an educator for 25Vi years. She
began her career in South Plain-
field as an aide almost 21 years
ago. She has also been a supple-
mental teacher and taught fifth and
sixth grades at Franklin and
Kennedy (for one year). Judy re-
ceived her undergraduate degree
in Psychology/Elementary Educa-
tion from Rutgers University, and
a Teacher of the Handicapped
Certificate from Kean. She is a
member of NEA, NJEA, MCEA

and SPEA as a building represen-
tative. Mrs. Rudnick plans to re-
tire in June. She is looking for-
ward to traveling, reading every-
thing she hasn't had time to read
and being a "beach bum"!

• MARY JEAN SMITH is currently
the eighth grade reading teacher,
but her 16V2 year career as an edu-
cator is quite varied. While earn-
ing her degrees in Elementary
Education K-8 and Reading K-8,
she was a substitute teacher in
South Amboy for eight years. She
also taught 9-12 grade writing at
East Brunswick Vo Tech and
Keansburg High School, and
sixth grade in parochial and pub-
lic schools for four years.

Seventh grade reading teacher
was another South Plainfield as-
signment. In a different educa-
tional capacity, Mary Jean was a
member of the South Amboy
Board of Education for three
years. She also served as a Softball
coach for South Amboy and a
Brownie Girl Scout leader. At the
middle school, she has been the
chairperson for "Battle of the
Books" and on the Teachers' Advi-
sory Committee's Student of the
Month Committee. Ms. Smith is
also a member of the International
Reading Association. She loves to
read and travel, but most of all,
she "loves teaching!"

• KATHLEEN TRENCHAK from
Riley School is reading teacher
in the district and has taught in
South Plainfield for 29V2 years.
In addition to reading specialist,
she has also been a classroom
teacher in grades two, three, four
and six. She graduated from the
college of Mt. St. Vincent in New
York with a BA in History and
Education. She later received her
MA in American and European
History from Seton Hall Univ.

Kathy began her teaching ca-
reer in New York City at the Im-
maculate Conception School and
later at St. Bernard's. Prior to
coming to South Plainfield she
taught sixth grade in Plainfield for
one year. Before coming to Riley
School, Kathy taught at the old
and new Grant schools. She is a
member of the NJ Reading As-
sociation. Her life as an educator
spans 39V2 years!

The HIV Health Services Planning
Council for the Middlesex-Somerset-Hunterdon Ryan White Title I
Eligible Metropolitan Area is looking for volunteers to help make decisions
about allocating funds for services for people living with AIDS. Training
will be provided. Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month
from 2 to 4 p.m. in New Brunswick and Somerville. For more information,
contact Luis Acevedo, membership chairman, at 732-398-3174.

SosdU

Open — $<Uusutcuf6>
Serving 5:30 to 10:00 p.m.

Inquiries for hall rental call
John Muller at 908-822-0687

South Plainfield Elks
1254 New Market Avenue

So. Plfd., NJ 07080

Our beautiful hall is available for your special event: Christenings,
Confirmations, Graduations, Birthdays, Weddings or Anniversaries.
Let Michael's Kitchen create a menu to your taste. Call Michael at 732-287-4363.


