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The three "Tommys" at ages 20,10 and four (top to bottom) Jason Koliarik, Chris
Imbrosciano and Jake Butynski.

TIN H/H OPENS
The words "spring musical"

don't do justice to the show that
has been chosen as South Plain-
field High School's 2000 annual
production. The spectacular and
sometimes controversial The
Who's Tommy opens on the SPHS
stage on Thursday, April 6. The
music, a rock opera, was writ-
ten by the British band The Who
in the 60's. In the 70's the mu-
sic turned into a movie.

Director Shayne Miller noted
the students wanted to try this

show. He also said that baby-
boomer parents could relate to
the music. Tommy is a product
of the often drug influenced
60's. Changes were made to en-
sure that the show was some-
thing the entire family can en-
joy. Shayne explained, "We cut
out all drugs and references to
them in the show, as well as
major pieces of vulgarity."

The complex social issues and
the expansive time frame of the

Continued on page 12

School Board
Approves Budget
Public Vote Set for April 18

At a special meeting held by
the Board of Education last
week, the 2000/2001 budget
was adopted. Residents will vote
on the budget at the School
Board Elections slated for Tues-
day, April 18.

Attending the meeting were
just seven people, three from the
press and four school board can-
didates.

The budget totals over $34
million, with $26,999,001 to be
generated by tax revenues. The
local tax rate will remain level

with last year at $2.03 per thou-
sand. This is due, in part, to the
increase in state-aid. Last year,
South Plainfield received $6
million in state-aid; this year the
borough will receive an addi-
tional $1.3 million, a 22-percent
increase in funding, for a total of
$7,486,075 in state-aid.

Members of the Board of Edu-
cation have been lobbying in
Trenton during the past years try-
ing to get increased aid for the
South Plainfield district and
their efforts have finally paid off.

Police Credited With Swift
Arrest After Bomb Threat
By Patricia Abbott

The bomb threat discovered on
High School Principal Anthony
Massaro's answering machine at
6:15 a.m. on March 27 sent po-
lice and school personnel into a
flurry of activity to secure the
school before students arrived.

The threat stated that a bomb
would be planted during the
week and would go off sometime
between Monday and Friday.
School security was heightened,
sweeps of the building and
grounds were made and all
evening events were either
moved to another location or can-
celed. An additional search was
conducted in the evening and
police dogs were brought in to
search the school.

On Monday morning police
had a suspect and an arrest was

announced on Wednesday. The
swift arrest of Gregory Yates, a
resident of Fairmont Ave., was
the result of a joint effort between
school officials and the South
Plainfield Police Department.
Yates was charged with making
terrorist threats and false public
alarms. The 18-year-old was
charged as an adult and arraigned
this past Wednesday.

Detective James Foran noted
that Yates was known for his on-
going behavioral problems at the
high school. Yates signed him-
self out of SPHS approximately
two weeks prior to the incident
arid briery attended Vo-Tech in •
Piscataway. The threat is be-
lieved to have been a way to 'get
even' with the school. Due to
the content of the threat, it is
believed to be more than a coin-
cidence that Yates was to have

started at the adult school on
March 27.

From the time the threat was
discovered up until the arrest ap-
proximately 48 hours later, ev-
eryone involved remained calm
and acted professionally. There
was no panic from either the stu-
dents or the residents. The po-
lice were commended by both
high school principal Tony
Massaro and Superintendent of
Schools Guy Ferri in the way
they reacted.

Superintendent of Schools Guy
Ferri reiterated that the district has
a zero tolerance stance and they
intend to prosecute this suspect
to the fullest extent of the law.

Because of increased security,
rehearsals for the All District
Music Festival were delayed. The
festival was postponed until Fri-
day, April 28.

Board of Ed
Candidates
Night Apr. 10

The district PTAs/PTSOs of
South Plainfield will host the tenth
annual Board of Education Can-
didates Night at John E. Riley
School, 100 Morris Ave. The
event will be held next Monday,
April 10 from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Moderator will be Judy Schach-
ter, member of the New Jersey
League of Women Voters, who
has prior experience in this area.

The format will be two minute
opening statements from each
candidate. Responses will be lim-
ited to one minute, a rebuttal of
one minute is allowed. The
evening will conclude with a two
minute closing statement.

Coffee and refreshments will
be served.

Ponytail Softball
Opening Day
Set for Saturday

Recreation Softball season of-
ficially begins after the 11:30 a.m.
opening day ceremonies this Sat-
urday at Pitt Street Park Every-
one is invited to attend.

At last count 252 girls are reg-
istered to play this year, an in-
crease of more than 32 girls from
last year. 78 girls are on A League;
88 on B and 87 on C.

Pictured above is one of three recently purchased South Plainfield patrol cars.
The reason for the revamped look is the additional expense of added striping has
become an unnecessary financial burden. In the background is one of the
borough's patrol cars presently in use.

Easter Sunrise Service
In Spring Lake Park

The South Plainfield Ecumeni-
cal Clergy Fellowship invites one
and all to celebrate Easter to-
gether at the annual community-
wide Sunrise Easter Service be-
ginning at 6:30 a.m. in Spring
Lake Park.

Residents are invited to gather
at the gazebo overlooking Spring
Lake Park to pray and sing.

A highlight of the service will
be the combined choirs from
Sacred Heart Roman Catholic,
Wesley Methodist, Saint Steph-
en's Lutheran, Rescue House of
Prayer, First Baptist and Pilgrim

Covenant churches. Tom Baker,
St. Stephens music director, will
be the combined choir director
this year. Reverend Dennis
O'Neill, First Baptist Church,
will be the preacher. Clergy from
our other churches will also par-
ticipate in worship leadership.

All are welcome to come and
celebrate Easter 2000 at the park
and then go and worship at local
churches.

If it rains, the celebration will
be held at 6:45 a.m. at Wesley
Methodist Church, 1500 Plain-
field Avenue.
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