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Bomb Threat Suspect Arrested
By Patricia Abbott

South Plainfield Police Detec-
tive James Foran have arrested
Gregory Yates of Farimont Ave.,
a former SPHS and charged him
with Terroristic Threats and False
Public Alarms. The arrest was the
result of a cooperative effort be-
tween school officials and the
South Plainfield Police Depart-
ment.

It all started on Monday morn-
ing when High School Principal
Anthony Massaro arrived at school
to a voice mail detailing a bomb
threat. The warning was called in
to his office at 12:12 p.m. on Sat-
urday, March 25. A garbled male
voice left a threat laced with foul
language explaining a bomb
would be planted in the school and
it would go ofFsometime between

Monday and Friday of this week.
Massaro retrieved the message at
6:15 a.m. and by 6:30 police had
converged on the school. Along
wirn custodians, police began the
search.

The building has tight security
and limited access on weekends,
so the search began in the areas
most vulnerable, then widened
until police felt sure the building
was secure.

Given the content of the mes-
sage and the nature of the threat,
it was decided the school was safe
for the students and no further mea-
sures were warranted at that time.
- As an additional safety measure

Massaro assembled his team lead-
ers and reviewed bomb threat and
evacuation procedures. There was
no general announcement made
to students. Teachers were in-

structed to watch for anything out
of the ordinary in the classrooms.
Students were instructed in their
homerooms to remove any objects
or boxes in their lockers that
might be mistaken for a potential
explosive device. Police patrolled
the lot throughout the afternoon.
Restrictions were placed on leav-
ing the building. Once a student
arrived he/she could not leave
without parent permission. Any-
one leaving school would also have
their name reported to the police.
Massaro described the procedure
as more of a means of controlling
students looking for a way out of
school than a fear of a student
being responsible.

The building was closed down
after the afternoon activities
ended. All evening activities were
either canceled or moved to an-

other location. The primary pur-
pose of the shut down was to limit
access to the building and elimi-
nate die chance of someone plac-
ing a device. Massaro said, "We
used this opportunity to conduct
another search to be doubly sure
mat we were safe to open on Tues-
day morning." He also noted that
the adult school classes were can-
celed for the rest of the week.
Rehearsals for the upcoming play,
Tommy, resumed on Tuesday.
Massaro had only praise for the
South Plainfield Police Department

Superintendent of Schools Guy
stressed that the school was safe
and noted that the restrictions and
multiple searches were just an
additional precautionary measure.
He added that police were on hand
in the school and the parking lot
for the remainder of the day on

Monday and on Tuesday. A visual
sweep was performed every four
hours. In addition, a K-9 unit of
police dogs (two from the Union
Co. Sheriff's Office and one from
the Amtrack PD), were brought
in at 4 a.m. on Tuesday morning
and a locker to locker search was
performed.

Ferri stated that the All District
Music Festival scheduled for Fri-
day night will be postponed until
Friday, April 28. He noted that
even without the bomb threat,
there was a potential problem with
crowds and parking. A Golden
Gloves tournament is scheduled
to be held at the middle school on
Friday night. Parking is always dif-
ficult during the music festival and
the tournament would have made
the situation worse. (Check our
webpogefbr updates on this story).

Borough Sells Land Valued Over $1M
The borough auctioned off

four parcels of land and sold an-
other three parcels, netting over
$1 million during last week's
council meeting.

The largest piece of real es-
tate was purchased for $645,000
by Drew Robuselli. He was die
only bidder for this parcel, lo-
cated at Tremont Ave., St. John's
Place and Smith Street.'

Al Pecker had the winning bid
of $70,000 for a piece of prop-

erty on Kenneth Ave. Robert
Goldsmith bid $65,000 and pur-
chased property on Kosciusko
Ave. The final bid of $65,000
went to Ron Synder for prop-
erty also on Kosciusko Ave.

in addition to the public ac-
tion auction, three pieces of
property were sold to contigu-
ous property owners. These
three sales totalled $120,500.
The parcels of borough owned
land which were sold had been

deemed to no longer have a pub-
lic use and the offering price was
established by appraisal.

When the bidding and selling
was over the borough netted a
total of $1,017,500.

When asked what the money
would be used for, the mayor in-
dicated that some of the money
would be used to purchase new
equipment for the fire depart-
ment and other capital improve-
ments.

Vision 2001 Names Art Auction Chair
By Patricia Abbott

Vision 2001 is gearing up for
their Fifth Annual Art Auction.
The auction will be held on Fri-
day evening, April 14 at South
Plainfield High School. Pre-
viewing begins at 6 p.m. and the
auction will commence at 7 p.m.

Vision 2001 Education Foun-
dation supports South Plainfield's
students by seeking ways to en-
courage them and providing hew
opportunities and challenges. The
annual auction offers art in all me-
dia by a variety of artists. Refresh-
ments will be served and a door
prize will be awarded. Major
credit cards for purchases are ac-
cepted. Tickets are $5.

Serving the children of the
community is the goal of Vision
2001. The foundation realizes
the significance of recognizing
South Plainfield residents who
exemplify this goal. This year's
choice for honorary chairman is
GeOrgeann DeGrazio. The
owner of Mohn's Flowers and

Georgeann DiGrazia of Mohn's Flowers
and Fancy Foods has been named
chairperson of Vision 2001 's annual art
auction.

Fancy Foods, Georgeann is well
known for her support of South
Plainfield's yOuth and for her
generosity.

Georgeann purchased Mohn's
Flowers and Fancy Foods nine
years ago. The small shop with
the big heart is known for its

generosity. Behind the big heart
is Georgeann. A SPHS gradu-
ate, she has remained true to her
town. When a fundraiser is in
the offing, both children and
organizers look towards Mohn's
and Georgeann. They are never
disappointed.

Friend Marjorie Kopacsi, a
SPHS guidance counselor, ze-
roed in on what makes
Georgeann so special to so many.
"She is a very generous person,
a very community minded, won-
derful person! There is nothing
she won't do fdr people. She
sends baskets of goodies to
teachers for all occasions. She
is always doing things for the
cheer leaders." With a pause
Marge added, "She is one of the
unsung* heroes of our commu-
nity!" -

Franklin School PTA President
Linda Duquette noted that
Geoigcann supports all their
events and fundraisers, often of-
fering before they ask. She has

Continued on fage 12

Home Depot employees and Ponytail parents spent last Saturday building sand
containers on the ball fields and sprucing up Pitt Street Park in anticipation of
opening day next Saturday, April 8. More pictures on page 9.

Billboard Ordinance Passed
The Billboard Ordinance,

which had been carried forward
for two meetings, was passed at
last week's council meeting.

The vote, however, was not
unanimous. Councilman Ed Ku-
bala, who said he agonized over
his vote, decided he could not vote
yes. Kubala said he felt it was tak-
ing away the rights of the prop-
erty owners who adjoin Rt. 287.

Larry Randolph, a member, of
the Environmental Commission
told the council that diis was a
positive step for South Plainfield
and itjs^ supported by the resi-
dents.
. Last. year, the council was

forced to table an ordinance

which would have allowed four
billboards along Rt. 287. Resi-
dents objected to permitting any
billboards in town. The mayor
named a special commission and
they wrote a new ordinance,
which allows only signs for busi-
nesses occupying the property.

Councilman Jim Vokral
thanked those who served on the
commission for their help and
said he felt they had made a good
ordinance which can withstand
a challenge in court.

Mayor Dan Gallagher ex-
plaining how this new ordinance
came about said, "We have an ob-
ligation to listen to the people and
last year they spoke strongly."


