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South Plainfield was
buzzing with cheer
last week. Santa
Claus and the fire
department
delivered gifts all
over town. Santa
also visited the PAL
and listened to
children's Christmas
wishes. Carolers
entertained in
Spring Lake Park.
Santa was also at a
home on Ritter
Street talking to
children.
See pages 6 and 7
for more photos.

Borough Administrator
John Corica Resigns

Business Administrator John Corica called a special meeting
last Friday to announce he will be resigning his post. His last day
on the job will be Jan. 7.

Corica has accepted a job in Morris County as Florham Park
administrator. He has been the South Plainfield Business Ad-
ministrator since March of 1996.

While Corica has been administrator here, South Plainfield has
seen many changes in and around borough hall, such as the up-
dating of the computer systems, the police department's new com-
munications room, a new heating system and numerous road
improvements around town.

When asked why he was leaving, Corica commented that it the
move will be an opportunity for growth and is closer to home.
He added that the staff at Borough Hall was good to work with.
"This was a very professional department with many dedicated
people. I've met a lot of new friends and I'll will miss them when
I leave," he added.

0KF0RY2K,BUT...
Emergency Management Coor-

dinator Mike Zushma held a spe-
cial meeting last month with the
heads of all borough departments
to make plans for any emergency
that might occur on New Year's
Eve. Attending the meeting were
the mayor and members of the
council, and representatives from
the police department, fire depart-
ment, rescue squad and public-
works department.

According to Zushma, South
Plainfield is prepared for any emer-
gency that may arise. The State of
New Jersey has mandated that ev-
ery town operate under emergency
status, with evacuation and emer-
gency contingency plans as the year
2000 begins. Y2K problems that
were discussed included such tilings
as possible terrorism attacks, lim-

ited shutdown of utilities, spotty
power failures and even the fail-
ure of railroad crossing signs ei-
ther not going down or not com-
ing back up.

The office of emergency manage-
ment will be in Borough Hall man-
ning the phones to handle any
emergency or Y2K problem that
may arise, from 12 noon on Dec.
31 until 12 noon Jan 1. Two crews
from both the rescue squad and the
fire department will also be avail-
able the entire night, and all mem-
bers will be on alert. Public works
will also have at least two workers
on call for the night.

Middlesex County plans to set
up a rumor hotline whereby call-
ers can get information on rumors
or problems that might arise. The
rumor hotline number will be

available in next issue. Middlesex
County will have at least 80 offic-
ers on standby at the Middlesex
County Fire Headquarters.

Several manufacturers in town
that process chemicals or danger-
ous materials will be shutting
down or limiting production on
New Year's Eve.

Zushma would like residents of
South Plainfield to know, "We
don't expect any real problems, but
we plan to be ready if any arise."

If any resident wants to report
a problem or needs assistance on
New Year's Eve, they should call
the police department at 755-
0700. Do not call 9-1-1 unless it
is a real emergency. The emer-
gency management team will be
available all night to help with any
problems that may arise.

Bridgettes Take State Team
Gymnastics Championship

The Bridgettes Level Five
Gymnastics Team competed in
the New Jersey State Champion-
ships recently. The team consists
of girls ages 9-11 who train at
Feigley's School of Gymnastics in
South Plainfield.

Nine-year-old Jahni Stasil from
Warren Township took the Gold
Medal on floor with a 9.3, on
bars with a 9.625 and on vault
with a 9.3, and the Silver Metal
on beam with a score of 8.85. She
also won the all-around champi-
onship title with a total score of
37.125, more than a full point
ahead of her closest competitor.

Eleven-year-old Guiliana Kay of
South Plainfield took the State
Champion Title in her age division,
with an all-around score of 36.15.
In addition, she finished first on
beam with a score of 9.1. Along
with two championship titles, she
placed third on vault with a 8.9,
third on bars with a 9.1 and fourth
on floor with a 9.1.

Claire McDonald, 10, from
Wesrfield, missed a portion of her
competitive season due to a knee
injury. Despite the missed time,
she competed effectively, earning
second on the beam with a 9.05,
sixth on bars with a 9.2, tenth on
floor with 8.925 and fourth all-
around with a 35.675.

Jenna Hamer, 11, from North
Plainfield, had an impressive fin-
ish at her first ever state competi-
tion. She earned fourth on die vault
with a 8.9, sixth on bars with a
8.85, seventh on floor with a 8.95
and fourth all-around with a 35.4

•%<• j $ •

The Bridgettes Gymnastics Team, which trains at Feigley's Gymnastics,
became New Jersey State Gymnastics Champions.

Eleven-year-old Kaitlyn McGirl
from South Bound Brook had her
personal best meet of the season,
placing seventh on beam with a
8.45, ninth on floor with a 8.75,
tenth on bars with a 8.5 and elev-
enth at all-around with a 33.9.

This was also the first state
championships for Amanda
Monahan, 11, fromMilltown and
Sarah Brooks, 10, from South
Plainfield. Amanda scored an 8.45
to earn her a thirteenth place fin-
ish. In addition, she also placed on
all other events, including eleventh
on bars with a 8.4, thirteenth on
floor and beam with 8.575 and8.3,

respectively, and twelfth in all-
around witha33.725. Sarah earned
her highest score all year, an im-
pressive 8.95, to receive tenth. Sa-
rah also earned fifteenth on floor
with a 8.575 and fifteenth in all-
around with a 33.575.

The seven member Bridgettes
Team defeated 23 other teams to
gain the title of New Jersey State
Team Champions. "The girls
worked hard all year and they just
kept getting better and better," said
Bridgettes Coach Valarie Bartus.
"By the time states came they were
ready and they hit every routine.
We couldn't be prouder."


