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Weathering the Storm
Emergency Management Team
Commendedjor Quick Response
By Patricia Abbott

After a night resembling a di-
saster movie, South Plainfield
awoke on Friday morning to clear
blue skies and sunshine; a perfect
fall day. It was hard to believe that

the town was operating under a
state of emergency. Yet Thursday
was anything but a typical day in
South Plainfield. Hurricane Floyd
ripped through town depositing
huge amounts of water and caus-
ing devastation to residents and
businesses.

In preparation for "Floyd" the
courtroom in Borough Hall was
turned over to Emergency Man-
agement at 5 p.m. on Wednesday
night. At approximately 11 a.m.
on Thursday morning the center
was officially opened and Emer-
gency Management Coordinator
Mike Zushma began what would
become more than a 48 hour day.

At 12:30 p.m. on Thursday only
Zushma and Emergency Manage-
ment Logistics Officer Linda
Zushma were in the command
center, fielding calls and keeping
a close eye on the storm. The
phone rang continuously and
Mike alternated between handling
calls and radio dispatch, helping
out wherever he could. A chart
on the wall listed the already
flooded streets.

During the course of die da)1

and continuing on into the night
police, fire and rescue squad
mem tiers were kept hard at work
answering calls. Mayor Gallagher
and council members arrived to
assist with the calls and stayed to
help out for many hours. Busi-
ness Administrator John Corica
spent 24 hours at the command
center.

Councilman Vinnie Buttiglieri
arrived at the command center at
approximately 3 p.m. He de-
scribed the scene as extremely
tense but well coordinated. Vol-
unteers sat at a bank of phones
surrounded by radios and other
equipment and funneled the
never-ending phone calls to the
correct departments. As the storm
worsened and calls poured in
Buttiglieri noted that Mike
Zushma, Fire Chief Joe Abbruz-
zese and Police Chief Steve
Merkler began to prioritize the
calls after evaluating each situa-
tion. When water in flooded
homes and basements climbed to
over a foot and posed fire hazards,
fire official were sent out to turn
off utilities and or begin pump-
ing water out.

During the evening, Council-

woman Darlene Pinto arrived
with dinner for volunteers. She
was unable to stay too long due
to serious flooding in her own
home. Knowing that Sacred
Heart School had flooding prob-
lems in the past, Darlene went
over to check on the school and
found that the water had filled the
deep stairwell and burst open die
cafeteria door, filling the room
with four feet of water. The caf-
eteria is being sanitized and die
students will bring lunches to
school until the work is com-
pleted.

Mayor Dan Gallagher also
spent part of the day dealing with
the flooding in his home, but he
still found rime to assist at the
command center. Gallagher said
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Who's
Watching
These Kids?
During the height of the
storm last Thursday, kids
were at Spring Lake Park
jumping off the bridge and
swimming in the lake. Police,
who were trying to cope with
the storm emergency, were
called to the park to chase the
kids away. The police noted
that the park was closed at
the time and should have
been unoccupied.

South Plainfield
High Football Team
Forfeits Their Game

South Plainfield High School
had to forfeit their football game
with John F. Kennedy High
School scheduled last Saturday.
When the Observer asked the ath-
letic department for a comment,
we received a fax from Athletic
Director Mike Buggey.

He stated that an investigation
was started after information
came to the attention of school
officials on Tuesday, September
14. It was determined that a num-
ber of South Plainfield players
were involved in incidents which
violated team rules and our school
district policy. The students in-

volved will be facing disciplinary
action from the school district, as
well as sanctions from the athletic
department regarding future par-
ticipation.

Buggy further added that the
coaching staff along with school
officials regretted die necessity of
this action and extend apologies
to the South Plainfield commu-
nity and to the John F. Kennedy
players, coaches, and fans. In as
much as the issues involved im-
pact on students' privacy rights,
there will be no further public
comment on the specifics of the
incident.


