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School children serenade their grandparents at a Riley School "Grandparents Day" celebration. For story
and additional photos, see page 5.

Franklin School Third-Grader Wins
International Woman's Day Writing Contest

By Patricia Abbott
One of life's toughest decisions

is "What do you want to 'be'
when you grow up?" Franklin
School student Taryn Billich
wants to be a journalist. A lofty
ambition for anyone, but third
grader Taryn is at an age when
most students are not even famil-
iar with the word "journalist."
Despite her tender years, she is
off to a good start. Taryn recently
won first prize in her age group
in the International Woman's
Day-NJ Student Writing contest.
Third/fourth grade, the earliest
grade allowed to enter the con-
test, had only one winner, while
the others grades offer several sec-
ond, third and honorable mention
placements. Taryn and her moth-
er, Michelle, credit her teacher
Mrs. Kane, along with student
teacher Miss Mastrull, with en-
couraging her to participate in the
contest.

Taryn Billich and Franklin School
Teacher Mrs. Kane

The topic for the contest was
Women Working for Health:
Body, Spirit, Mind. Taryn said she
originally chose Clara Barton for
her essay. Over winter break the
students worked on researching
their topics. Michelle said that

Students warm-up for their performance at the All District Music
and Art Festival. Story and additional photos on page 8.

Taryn put the project off until the
last minute, as children often do.
She was not sure that Taryn
would finish the essay on time but
felt it would be a good learning
experience for her daughter.
Taryn, however, was still optimis-
tic. In a book about New Jersey's
important women Taryn discov-
ered Dr. Virginia Apgar, the New
Jersey doctor who created the
Apgar baby scoring system for
newborns. With time running out
Taryn plunged ahead. She photo-
copied many pages of notes for her
research. She said her mother gave
her a highlighter and told her "to
highlight what was most impor-
tant."

Taryn said her parents were
very positive and tried to help her.
She faced the problem of many
journalists, putting the research
information into her own words.
She said she felt very frustrated:
Taryn said, "My dad tried to help
but he kept using too many adult
words!" After three drafts Taryn
was happy with the results. The
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School Board
Votes 'Yes' to New
Roosevelt School

The Board of Education voted
unanimously to go forward with
construction of a new, 600-student
Roosevelt Elementary School.
Plans also include the construction
of a 10-classroom addition to the
existing Grant School and the re-
location of the administrative of-
fices to the present Roosevelt
School building.

Roosevelt School, located on the
south side of town, is the one of
the oldest grade schools in the dis-
trict. During the last few months,
meetings and discussions have been
taking place to explore ways of ac-
commodating the proposed enroll-
ment of 800 children during the
next few years. Roosevelt School

, has been experiencing increased en-
rollment over the past few years.

The new school will be built on
the present Roosevelt School prop-
erty. A 10-classroom addition will
be added to Grant School for use
as an elementary school. Grant
School currently houses the admin-
istrative offices, Latch Key Program
and Future Stars Preschool Pro-

gram. After construction of the
new school is complete, renova-
tions to the old school and reloca-
tion of the administration offices
and ancillary programs will take
place. The plans also include the
replacement of the track at Jost
Fieldk.

Superintendent of Schools Guy
Ferri said the school board's goal is
to have the new Roosevelt School
ready for the 2001-2002 school
year. He also asked that Roosevelt
School Principal Mario Barbiere as-
sist in the planning of the new
school so that the academic as well
as classroom needs for the future
are considered.

The estimated cost of the new
school, the addition to Grant
School, renovations of the.old
Roosevelt School and replacement
of Jost Field track will be about $21
million..

Scott Prisco of Prisco & Edwards
has been appointed to start the
building plan initiative. A required
referendum vote for the necessary
funding is planned for the fall.

Secure-A-Child Program
Premiered at Pilgrim
Covenant Pre-School

Police Officer Joe Papa looks on as Chris Modesto photographs a Pilgrim
Covenant Pre-Schooler for the Secure-A-Child program.

By Patricia Abbott
Pilgrim Covenant Pre-School

is the first area school to offer the
Secure-A-Child program to the
families of their students. The 18-
month-old program was created
by K & A Industries of South
Plainfield. South Plainfield Police
Officer Joe Papa and K & A Pro-
gram Coordinator Gail Ball have
joined forces to introduce the
unique program to local grade
schools, including Sacred Heart
School and the Middle School.

On St. Patrick's Day lively pre-
schoolers at Pilgrim Covenant
Pre-School awaited their turns to
be photographed by Chris Mo-
desto. He carefully explained to
the children to look right at the
camera and cajoled a smile out of
each child.

Secure-A-Child is a photo and
identification program that works
via a Police Identification Net-
work (PIN). PIN places a child's
picture and vital statistics in a

• Continued m-page.12.
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La My Opinion

To the Editor,
Being a board member is some-

times a complicated job. There are
so many things that make up any
decisions you must render. The
impact on the students, the staff
and the taxpayers are all a part of
it. Providing a good learning and
working atmosphere while keep-
ing a rein on spending is a con-
stant balancing act. Not having a
private agenda for your actions
makes life a little simpler.

Over the years there have been
people who think that, by being
elected to the board, they have a
right to dictate the day to day

operation of the district. This is
not so! The board is the policy
maker, the staff are the imple-
menters. Having an axe to grind
only makes life more complicated
for the board members and the
people they interact with.

At this point in South Plain-
field's history, stability and expe-
rience are crucial. The arrival of
over 800 new students in the not
too distant future, new mandates
by the State and Federal govern-
ments on teacher training and in-
structional standards and the ne-
cessity of providing the infrastruc-
ture to make it all viable, are not

IMPORTANT MEETING DATES
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1999 Meeting Dates
First, third and fifth Tuesday of the month as follows:
March 30
April 6, April 20
May 4, May 18
June 1, June 15, June 29
July 6, July 20
August 3, August 17, August 30
September 21
October 5, October 19
Nov. 4 (Thursday), November 16, November 30
December 7, December 21

Site-Plan Sub-Committee Meeting Dates:
Fourth Thursday of the month as follows:
April 22, May 27, June 24,
July 22, August 24, September 23, October 28

ALL MEETINGS ARE
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Planning Board
1999 Meeting Dates
Second and fourth Tuesday of the month as Follows:
April 13, April 27 September 14, September 28
May 11, May 25 October 26
June 8, June 22 • November 9, November 23
July 13, July 27 December 14, December 28
August 10, August 24

Council Meetings
AGENDA MEETINGS PUBLIC MEETINGS
Monday, Apr. 5 Thursday, Apr. 8
Monday, Apr. 19 Thursday, Apr. 22
Monday, May 10 Thursday, May 13
Monday, May 24 Thursday, May 27

All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New
Jersey Open Public Meetings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Coun-
cil Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, New Jersey.

Logon to southplainfieldnj.com for the latest meeting agenda.
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send
in your stories and photos. The South PlainfieldObservens your paper.
Please let us know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in South Plainfield Observer:
1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.
2. Mail or fax it to: Editorial Department

South Plainfield Observer, 530 Union Ave.. Suite 3. Middlesex, NJ 08846 or drop
it in the box at Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or Twice Is Nice, Front St: or fax
us at (732) 805-0815 or e-mail us on the web page at spobserver.conrvlndude
your name, address, telephone number.

work for novices.
Myra Stillman, Ken LaFreniere

and I have the necessary abilities
and experience to serve the South
Plainfield community. We ask that
you support our candidacy for die
Board of Education on April 20
to continue to provide an afford-
able, quality educational future
for our children. EXPERIENCE
COUNTS!

Vote for Carol M. Byrne, Line
1; Myra M. Stillman, Line 2 &
Kenneth LaFreniere, Line 3.

CAROL M. BYRNE

Dear Mrs. Grennier,
On behalf of the South Plain-

field Education Association I was
very pleased to see your response
to my letter regarding Read Across
America and Dr. Seuss's celebra-
tion. I hope that your readership
will respond to your suggestion
that they, as well as your staff,

.write about their favorite book,
or about a personal positive read-
ing experience. This is a wonder-
ful way for adults to model for
children that reading is a lifelong
fun activity.

Members of the SPEA— South
Plainfield's teachers, teacher aides
arid school secretaries—know
how much parents want their
children to enjoy reading. Parents
know that good reading skills
help their children succeed in
school. The love of reading is the
greatest educational gift we can
give our children.

To help families instill a love of
reading in their children, the
SPEA offers these additional ten'
suggestions:

• Link reading to children's
current interests - comic books,
fashion magazines, even retail
catalogues and the Guinness Book
of World Records can be a begin-
ning.

• Keep a selection of library
books linked to their interests at
home and let them browse.

• Stack appealing reading ma-
terials wherever your children
sit—on the kitchen table, in front
of the TV, in the bathroom, by
their bedside, etc.

• Let your children see you read-
ing everyday. Don't put off read-
ing until the children are in bed.

• Discuss articles you've read
in magazines and newspapers
with your children.

• Be flexible and tolerant.
Don't insist that children finish a
book. Let them read while the TV
or radio is on.

• Give books and magazine
subscriptions as gifts. Treat them
to movies and plays based on
books they've read. Ask them to
compare.

• Share the reading experience.
From infancy to middle school,
read to your children every day
or have your child read aloud to
you. Act out scenes.

• Ask questions such as "What
do you think will happen next?"
"Why did that character do that?"

• Be optimistic and patient.
Every child can learn to love read-
ing—eventually.

The SPEA wants every child to
experience the lifelong joy of read-
ing. We believe that parents are
our true partners in education.

SINCERELY,
LOUISE A. MRUZ, PRESIDENT
SPEA

Voters of South Plainfield,
I have lived in South Plainfield

for the last 28 years. My three
daughters were graduates of
South Plainfield High School and
have all completed a college edu-
cation. My wife Chris and I are the
happy grandparents of twin girls.
While our children were growing
up, I felt it important to be in-
volved. I was the treasurer for the
Pop Warner Eagles many years ago.
I was the director of Project Gradu-
ation for nine years, SPHS PTA
president for six years and trustee
of the Hall of Fame for SPHS for
two years. Currently, I'm a trustee
member for the Vision 2001 Edu-
cation Foundation of South
Plainfield. As you can see I have
been involved with our students
at many levels and many positions.

As a board member I have
learned that there are many things
that need to be completed. How-
ever, you need to have the under-
standing and focus to achieve
these goals. I have been the chair-
person for the Curriculum Com-
mittee for the last three years that
I have been on the Board of Edu-
cation (BOE). We now have
showcased all of the departments,
from the elementary schools to the
high school. In showcasing the de-
partment it was not to tell what
you are doing but what can you
do better to give our children a
better education. This forum pro-
vided an averiue for the teachers
and staff to voice their needs with
the understanding that money was
not the way to achieve these coals.
Many creative instructional items
have been completed, such as a
foreign language club in the el-
ementary schools, interaction with
the police and clergy to assist with
crisis intervention when school is
closed and many more. During my
tenure I have been a member of the
following committees: Finance
(two years), Building and Grounds
(one year), Transportation (one
year), Policy (three years) and Stu-
dent Activity (one year).

My goal, when I ran three years
ago, was to get the technology in
South Plainfield up to par. I was
instrumental in getting the five-
year rolling Technology Plan in
place. We have this plan and it is a
living document. We have been
able to receive grants that have
helped to pay for some of the
things diat are in place today, i.e.
Internet access. This could not
have been completed if we did not
have direction, which was articu-
lated in the plan.

Our district shared the techni-
cal expertise (a person) with an-
other district to reduce our cost
and to maintain quality of the

computer equipment. Our district
was the first to obtain this type of
an agreement (shared services) in
our county.

During the summer I attended
one of the in-service classes for
our teachers. The purpose was to
understand some of the needs of
our teachers. During the class, the
teachers indicated to me that this
program has helped them to do
their jobs better. This service gives
the teacher the best tools to do
their job of teaching our students.
When teachers are learning and
excited, the students only benefit
more. These are the reasons why I
am running for the board again.
The Board of Education has grown
this service to where it also a shared
service. This allows us to receive
money from other districts as well
as other in-service instruction. This
is, again, very progressive thinking
to get more with less. This less is
taxpayers dollars.

Our board has been in the fore-
front of the battle to make the
state aware that giving the spe-
cial needs district (28 school dis--
tricts) half of the State educational
budget is not working. Giving
money will not help the students
learn better unless there is a plan
in place to achieve this goal. The
State needs to hold people ac-
countable for die money that is
given to each district.

Our board has done well in the
area of planning and accountabil-
ity but it is my feeling that up to
the classroom door (teachers' do-
main) the BOE should be con-
ducted like a business and hold
people accountable. Again, this is
a viewpoint that might not be
popular, but with a $35.5 million
budget, it has to be that way in
order to provide the resources for
the additional programs that our
children will need. Our board has
also been involved with the battle
to remove property tax as the
source of school funding. Not only
has the BOE sent letters to the leg-
islators, individual BOE members
have as well. Our board has gone
to meet with the local PTA and
PTSO organizations to solicit their
support on these programs.

I would like you to support me
for a position on the Board of
Education of the South Plainfield
School District. I believe that my
running mates, Myra Stillman
and Carol Byrne, have the integ-
rity and creativity that is needed
to continue the many things that
are on our plates to achieve as we
go into the next millennium.
Please support the team that be-
lieves that die children come first.

KENNETH E. LA FRENIERE
LINE # 3

Sick and tired of being

sick and tired?

...TRY CHIROPRACTIC!!
The drug-free alternative to better health.

Dr. Anthony J. DeCosta
Family Practice of Chiropractic

129 South Plainfield Avenue
South Plainfield, NJ 07080 • (908) 755-1117

Serving the area for over 20 years.
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Roxanne Cortese Joins the Observer Staff
The South Plainfield Observer

welcomes Roxanne Cortese to
our staff as Advertising Sales Rep-
resentative.

A resident of South Plainfield
since 1979, Roxanne moved here
from Hazleton, Pa. with her fam-
ily. She graduated from Hazleton
High School and attended
Bloomsberg College.

Roxanne has a full time private
practice, Mind Waves, a Holistic
Center for Prevention and Heal-
ing here in South Plainfield. She
is a holistic practitioner using al-
ternative therapies such as Hyp-
nosis, Reiki and Foot Reflexology
to enhance wellness, alleviate dis-
comfort and to help make posi-
tive changes. She is also a moti-
vational speaker and conducts
workshops on Stress Manage-
ment, Stop Smoking and Build-

Pool Offers
Early Bird Rate
Summer is just around the

corner/ Now is the time for
residents to get in on South
Plainfield's premier social
scene. Sign up for die Com-
munity Pool before April 15
and save money.

This year the pool will offer a
variety of programs including
swimming lessons and a recre-
ation program for children in
the pool compound as well as
top-notch and fun competition
on their award-winning swim-
ming and diving teams.

Registrations are now being
accepted at me PAL Building lo-
cated on Maple Ave. Take ad-
vantage of die reduced prices
and sign up before April 15.
Membership rates are $200 for
a family, $120 for individuals,
$45 for senior citizens and $ 175
for a husband and wife.

Omer memberships are avail-
able. Call (908) 226-7713 for
details.

Recycling Center and
Yard Waste Site Closed
on Good Friday

The Soudi Plainfield Recycling
Center and the Yard Waste Site,
located on Kenneth Ave. will be
:losed on Friday, April 2. Both fa-
cilities will be open as usual on
Saturday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Regular spring hours (through
May 1) are Tuesdays, noon-7 p.m.
and Fridays and Saturdays, 8
a.m.-3 p.m. For updates, call the
hotline at (908) 226-7620.

Roxanne Cortese

ing Self-Esteem to Corporations,
as well as teaching Reiki and
ADD/ADHD Workshops.

Roxanne is the author of two
books, Medical/Legal Handbook

farHypnocounsehrs, and Parenting
the Parent of an ADD/ADHD

Child. She volunteers as a teacher
and trainer for the WI.S.E. pro-
gram for the National Council of
Alcohol and Drug Dependence of
Union County and the South
Plainfield Crisis Intervention
Team and is a board member of
U.N.I.C.O. and is also their pub-
lic relations coordinator.

Roxanne is married to Michael,
who has two businesses in town,
Health Care Management Associa-
tion, and Snap Shot Greetings.
Roxanne, mother of seven grown
boys and an 11-year-old daughter
who attends JFK Elementary
School, has six grandchildren.

Look for Roxanne, an enthusi-
astic and energetic person, visiting
businesses around town. She is
dedicated to encourage the growm
of the Observer and has great ideas
for future special features.

Business Association Golf
Outing Set for May 4

The Business Association will
hold its Annual Golf Outing on
Tuesday, May 4 at the Cranbury
Golf Club in Cranbury. This
popular annual event was a sell-
out last year.

Prizes will be awarded for long-
est drive, closest to the pin,
straightest drive,, low net, low
gross, most honest golfer and a
hole in one. Some of the prizes
include a car and a set of golf
clubs. There will also be many
door prizes.

The Business Association is
looking for sponsors in several
categories. A Gold Corp. Spon-
sor, at the cost of $1,000, includes

a foursome, a BBQ lunch, signage
and recognition. A Silver Sponsor
costs $500 and includes a twosome
and signage. Companies may also
sponsor a Tee Sign, Flags, Hospi-
tality, Beverage Cart and Breakfast.
Individual golfers fee is $100,
which includes the BBQ lunch.

The day will begin with regis-
tration and continental breakfast
from 8-8:45 a.m., shot gun start
at 9 a.m., a BBQ lunch at 2 p.m.
and awards presentation at 3 p.m.

For information on becoming
a sponsor or to register for die
golf outing, call Paulett Giroux at
(908) 754-8086 or Carolyn Allen
at (908) 757-1055.

-

United Way Nominates
Three New Board Members

The South Plainfield Chapter
of the United Way held its bi-
mondily meeting and nominated
diree new board members. Nom-
inated were Dave Slavin, director
of quality assurance from MedTech
Group, Inc., Aida Santos, assistant
vice president from Valley National
Bank and Nancy Grennier pub-
lisher of the South Plainfield Ob-
server. The three nominees will be
formally voted on at the June meet-
ing.

The Valentine's Day Quartet,
which successfully raised over $800
in meir first endeavor to serenade
sweethearts on Valentine's Day,
were given a plaque in recognition
of meir special fundrasing effort.
The quartet hopes to raise more

money next year by promoting the
event at an earlier date. One mem-
ber of me quartet reported his com-
pany promised to give matching
funds if they repeat the fundraiser
next year.

The South Plainfield Chapter
of the United Way contributes to
die funding many local programs.
All local fundrasing money is
funneled back to South Plainfield.

Vote Scheduled
The Board of Education will vote
on the proposed budget at the
March 29 Board of Education

OAK TREE FARMS Store Hours:

136 South Plainfield Ave. * i ° n " S a t " o ^ f
South Plainfield, NJ Sunday 8-3

Sale Starts Friday, March 26 Ends Thursday, April 1 (While Supplies Last)

We Accept
Food Stamps

(908) 755-3663
Kohler's

Turkey Breast I
$5.49ib

2% Milk
$2.49 gallon

With coupon

j New Jersey Extra

' * ** '•'le Eggs
9* Doz.

Hormel Slicing F|orWa Del ic ious Fresh
Pepperoni Tomatoes 69C ib. < Pierogis $3.49ib

$3 Qfl

Fresh Ham
Whole or Half

99* ib.

Ib. Italian Sausages
Hot or Sweet $ 1 . 9 9 Ib.

Chicken
1/4 Legs

49%.

tiara
Green Peppers

59* Ib.

Boars Head

Mozzarella
$3.99ib

Red Peppers
79* Ib.

Fryers 69° Ib.
California

Ce

Iceberg

ettuce
Sea.

Veal Stew
$2.49 ib

Red or Golden

Delicious Apples i London Broil
° $ 2 .99 b

Council
HDue to the persistence of Court Administrator Pat Vargo and
the progressive thinking of Mayor Dan Gallagher, the Borough
now accepts credit and debit cards for the payment of bail, viola-
tions and court fines. South Plainfield is the first town in Middle-
sex County and the second in the state to accept credit card pay-
ment. Pat has been working on this project for several years. The
cards may be used for paying tickets, posting bail and court fines.
H The mayor expressed his displeasure with the company who,
for the past three years, has left a plastic bag in his driveway. The,
bag has a note on it saying to fill the bag with used doming and
they will pick it up. Gallagher said he checked out the company
and found they do not give clothing to the needy. Rather, they re-
sell the clodiing. He has asked the company to stop this practice
immediately. He also warned that this practice is against the law
in South Plainfield.
I The hockey rink behind Borough Hall will soon be under the
direction of the Recreation Department. They plan to start hockey
leagues as soon as possible.

Planning Board
HBill Wilkins was granted a final three-lot subdivision approval
to build three houses on Bullard and Pershing Place.

Board of Adjustment
• David Terry of Maple Place was granted permission to build a
detached two car garage on his property.
•Thomas and Karen Magner received approval to erect a wood
deck on their property.
• Leslie Graham was granted approval to build a single-family
house on vacant property located on Lewis Ave.
| H o m e Depot was granted an extension of the temporary use
permit for an addition.

Daniel LaSpata and Beck Perez.

Players' Drama Club Members
Enter State Wide Competition

Congratulations to all the Play-
ers' Drama Club members for
their participation in Monmouth
University's State wide competi-
tion held on Feb. 27.

Awarded a fifth place overall
finish in dramatic pairs were
Becky Perez and Daniel LaSpata,
for their scene from Laura.

Other members of the teams
participating doing dramatic pairs
were: Matt Wojcik and Mohamed
Shiliwala, Jenna DeLosSantos
and Cassie Bosse; improvisation:
Kayan Bowman and Allison
Butrico, Matt LaSpata and Dan
LaSpata and Malika Aaron and
Tawawa Nichols.

School Calendar Changes
Due to the storm that hit the bor-

ough this past Labor Day, the
school board has revised the school
1998/99 calendar.

Last September's storm, which
caused extensive damage to roads
and power outages throughout
much of the town, resulted in

four-day school closings.
In order to comply with the

180 day statutory requirements,
April 8 and 9, which had been
part of spring break will now be
regular school days. In addition
May 28 will also be a regular
school day.

WE CARE
MEDICAL SUPPLIES, INC.

2325 Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

24 Hr. Emergency Service

(908) 757-7733
Fax (90* 7561

Senior Discount

Monday-Friday: 8:30-5:30
Thursday 8:30-8:00

Saturday 9:00-12:00

>
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U.N.I.C.O. Sponsors
Golf Outing

Plainfields' Unico Chapter of
South Plainfield invites you and/
or your foursome to join them on
Monday, May 17 at the Beaver
Brook Golf Club in Clinton. Reg-
istration is 12 noon with a shot-
gun start at 1 p.m.. A buffet din-
ner will be served at 6 p.m. and
awards and prizes will be at 7 p.m.
There will be a $10,000 putting
contest, longest drive, closest to
the pin on all par 3's, low net and
low gross prizes. The Calloway
system will be used for scoring.
The cost for the day, including
green fees, cart, buffet dinner,
locker and storage, is $110 per
person.

Gold and Silver Corporate
Sponsorship are still available.
Dinner only is $25. If you would
like to play, sponsor a hole, do-
nate a door prize, or help out, call
Mike Cortese at (908) 561-1539
or Dick Grillo at (908) 754-1653.

AARP Chapter 4144
Meeting

Myrtle Beach, SC is the desti-
nation of a seven-day, six-night
trip planned from Sunday, April
25-Saturday, May 1. The cost is
all inclusive, except for lunch. A
double room is $490 and a single
is $585. A complete itinerary is
available upon request.

Call Mary at (732) 752-3764 or
Lee at (732) 968-6613 for infor-
mation or reservations. For infor-
mation about how to join the chap-
ter call Mary at (732) 752-3764.

Historical Society
Plans Harbor Cruise

The South Plainfield Historical
Society will be sponsoring a New
York Harbor Cruise from Perth
Amboy on Sunday, May 30, aboard
the Cornucopa Princess. Boarding
will take place at 11 a.m. from the
Smith Street Dock. The cruise be-
gins at noon and returns at 2:30
p.m.

This is a 2l/2-hour "Buffet
Cruise," which includes pastas,
omelettes and carving stations.
Brochures and tickets are $40.
Price includes tax and gratuities.

Call Bill Tuthill at (908) 756-
9654 or Mary Mazepa at 754-
3503 for further information.
Send your check or money order
to South Plainfield Historical So-
ciety, P.O. Box 11, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080 by May 25.

Submit your events to Around
Town, at the South Plainfield Ob-
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EVENTS

Our Lady of
Czestochowa Events
Blessing of Easter Food

Our Lady of Czestochowa will
hold its annual blessing of Easter
food on Saturday, April 3,11 a.m.-
noon and 1-2 p.m. in the Parish
Hall.

Lenten Devotions
March 26, 7 p.m.-Journey of

Decision- Come and hear live tes-
timonies of people who took part at
the original Stations of the Cross, Pi-
late, Barabbas, Herod, Mary
(Mother of Jesus), Simon ofCyrene,
Veronica, Caiaphas, Woman in the
Crowd, Roman Centurion, Unre-
pentant Criminal, Good Thief,
Mary Magdalene, Salome andNico-

Chicken Dinner Planned—The
Rosary Society is holding a Chicken
Dinner on Sunday, Mar. 21 from 2
to 6 p.m. at the church hall on
Hamilton Blvd.

The cost is adults-$7, senior citi-
zens $6, children ages 5-12 $3.50
and children under five are free.
For additional information, please
call Marie at (908) 755-7328 or
Ann at (908) 757-4192.
Special Polish Pastry Sale—
Kruschiki (Polish pastry) can be
ordered for $3.50 per tray. To
place an order, call Ann at (908)
757-4192. Kruschiki orders will
be available for pick-up on March
27 and 28 after weekend masses.

Tourette Syndrome
Meeting

The next meeting Association
Family Support Group will be
held on Tuesday evening, May 11
from 7-9:00 p.m. at JFK Hospi-
tal, 65 James Street, Edison, in die
Neuroscience Institute Depart-
ment.

Meetings this year will be held
on Sept. 14 and Nov. 9. For more
information call Debbie, 732-
283-1439 or www.tsanj.org.

PBA Local 100 to
Sponsor Car Show

PBA Local 100 is sponsoring a
car show on May 22,1-7 p.m. on
Cragwood Rd. Rain date is May
23,9 a.m-3 p.m. Admission is free.

Enjoy good food, browse ven-
dor booths, as well as arts and
crafts. A live band and D.J. is sched-
uled. For information, call (908)
756-4466.

Sacred Heart Church
Lenten Fish Dinner

The Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul of the Sacred Heart Church
will sponsor Lenten Fish Dinner on
March 26 in the school cafeteria on

So. Plainfield Ave., 5-7 p.m.
The menu will feature fillet of

fish (fried, broiled parmigana) or
pizza; fresh garden salad, french
fries or macaroni and cheese, cole
slaw, coffee, tea or cold drink, and
dessert. Take out orders are also
available. Admission is $8, adults;
$7, seniors and $4, children. Pay
at the door. Stations of the Cross
will be held in the Church at 7
p.m.

Elks Ladies Auxiliary
Plans Event

The Elks Ladies Auxiliary will
hold 'One Stop Shopping" on
March 27, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the Elks Lodge on New Market
Ave. Vendors will include Avon,
Pampered Chef, Tupperware,
Party Lite and more. For informa-
tion, call Barbara Shuleski 561-
1663.

Single Parents
Group to Meet

A newly formed Single Parents
of Central New Jersey group will
meet on the first and third
Wednesday of each month, 7:30-
10:30 p.m.

For information, call Sandra 732-
283-1250 or e-mail snglprn
tnj@aol.com.

Senior Trip to
Atlantic City

Sign ups are being taken for the
senior trip to the Tropicana and
the Senior Festival on April 29.
The cost is $10 for a resident and
$15 for non-residents. The bus
leaves at 7:45 a.m. and returns at
approximately 8 p.m

The first stop will be the
Tropicana Casino where you re-
ceive $10 in coins and a free
brunch. The bus will depart at 3
p.m. and take the group to the
new Atlantic City Convention
Center and pick up there at 6 p.m.
for the return trip.

Sign at the PAL Building lo-
cated on Maple Ave.

First Baptist Church
Spring Fashion Show

The Women's Evening Circle
will be sponsoring a Spring Fash-
ion Show on Saturday, May 1 at 2
p.m.

Clothing and accessories, com-
pliments of Dress Barn and Dress
Barn Plus, will be modeled by
members. The cost is $10 per
ticket. This event is a fundraiser
for the church general fund.

Ticket information may be ob-
tained by calling Midge at (908)
561-0482.

From the South Plainfield Library

• INDEPENDENT CELLULAR •

10% OFF
All Cellular
Accessories

Full Stock of Cellular Accessories
Nokia Motorola Ericsson Nextel NEC

• Car Chargers • Gooseneck Flexible
•Leather Cases Mounts
• Desktop Chargers • Color Face Plates
• Hands Free Car Cords • Batteries
• Hands Free Ear Phones • Passive Repeater
• Phone Holders Antennas

COMCAST'

CELLULAROME PAGER
DIGITAL PHONES!

NOKIA 5120
150 FREE minutes EVERY mo

INCLUDES FREE:
• Home Charger • Caller ID • Battery (non-memory)
> 1st Incoming Minute • Car Charger -Call Waiting
• Leather Case • Call Forwarding • Voice Mail/Paging

FREE NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS AVAILABLE!
Free Motorola M70,35 Minutes per month Only $20*

* See store for details, one year contract required.

Latest Model
MOTOROLA Pagers!

KEEP IN TOUCH
Get a Pager today and SAVE

Rates start at only $85. for one year of local
service. PRICE INCLUDES PAGER!

Bungee Cords & Chains Now In Stock
Variety of colors to choose from

By Kenneth Morgan
We're just about to change

months and we changed seasons
a few days ago. So, to provide
some stability, here's the weekly
news from South Plainfield Li-
brary:

We'll adhere to the regular
schedule of storytimes next week.
The programs, each for children
ages 3 and up, take place on Tues-
day at 10:30 a.m., Wednesday at
6:30 p.m. and Thursday at 1:15
p.m. As always, Linda Hansen can
provide more information; you
can reach her by calling (908)
754-7885.

We're having a bit of a turnover
in our Circuit collections. This
month's Circuit videos will be
available until tomorrow, while
the Circuit books-on-tape will be
around until Wednesday. The Cir-
cuit large print books are between
groups right now. We'll get all
three of them back on the shelves
with new groups as soon as we're
able to.

As if that isn't enough, we're also
changing displays next week. The
well-received exhibit of photos,
provided by the Plainfield Camera
Club, will be up until Monday.
Wednesday will be the last day to
see the equally popular display of
work by tinsmith Henry Phelps.

The library will be closed on
Friday, April 2, for Good Friday.

When you get right down to it,
we're pretty proud of the way our
renovations have come out. And,
next month, we'll get the chance
to share it with you in style. Our
Library Open House is set for
Sunday, April 11, from 2-4 p.m.
Refreshments will be served and

everyone is invited to attend.
As it happens, our improve-

ments are ongoing. We've just
added some new shelving and
chairs, as well as a new Internet
workstation next to our micro-
form machines. Thanks to Com-
cast Cable for providing the on-
line hook up.

This leads us to a subject that
some patrons have asked us about:
Internet safeguards. We've noted
in previous columns that we don't
use filtering software or actively
monitor the websites that our pa-
trons access. But, we're not en-
tirely hands-off either. We've pur-
posely set up our terminals in
open, frequently used areas. Also,
patrons must sign up to use the
terminals and a staffmember must
log the terminals on. And, as pre-
viously said, we'll insist that a pa-
tron change sites if they're found
to be viewing inappropriate ma-
terial. In future, we plan to enable
parents to decide on whether or
not their children can go on-line,
much in the same way that they
decide about them borrowing A/
V items. We'll keep you informed
on this matter as things develop.

Lastly, here's a request from the
staff. When you read one of our
collection of magazines, please
take care putting them back on the
shelf. If you're not certain where
it belongs, leave it on a table.
Don't just put it back wherever
there's a spot; they need to be kept
in proper order.

That'll just about do it for
today's column. As always, feel
free to let us know your comments
and opinions. We'll have more
next month.

Ongagemenf

Bergen/Bartolomei To Wed
James and Natalie Bergen of

South Plainfield are pleased to an-
nounce the engagement of their
son, Richard, to Rita Marie
Bartolomei, daughter of James and
Rita Bartolomei of Bordentown.

Miss Bartolomei received a
Bachelor of Science in Criminal
Justice from Trenton State College
and a Master of Arts from Seton
Hall University. She is employed
by Prudential Insurance Company
as an investigator.

Mr. Bergen received a Bachelor
of Science degree from Trenton
State College in accounting. He
is presently employed at SAP
America as a software instructor.

Richard Bergen and Rita Bartolomei

A May 23, 1999 wedding is
planned.

18 South Plainfield Ave,
South Plainfield, IMJ 07080

9QS-66S-6844
Fax (908) 668-4775 Cellfonez@aol.com

Jons Palm
Sunda

Sponsored by the South Plainfield Lions Club
Helping the Visually & Hearing Impaired Since 1947....

When: Palm Sunday, March 28,1999

Where: South Plainfield High
School Cafeteria

Time: 8:00 am to 12:00 noon

Ticket Price: $5.00

Tickets may be purchased at the door or through a Lions member.
For information, please call 755-2289.
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John E. Riley School Children
Celebrate Grandparents

On Saint Patrick's Day, Riley
School held its annual Grand
parents' Luncheon. Grandpar-

ents were greeted at the door by student
council members and offered paper cor-
sages. The students also helped serve the
guests. Among those attending the event
was board of education member and
former principal, Mr. Sincavage. Special
guest for the day was Mr. John E. Riley
(pictured below, left, along with Princi-
pal Janet Munger and student council
members). The gym was decorated in the
traditional green and white and was filled
to near capacity. The highlight of the af-
ternoon was the performances by the stu-
dents. Each group displayed their "Irish"
with hats, ties and shamrocks. The Irish
Jig, songs and a poem that spelled out
'grandparents' were enjoyed and appreci-

ated by the guests.
o . . ~ <-..-•: : .: . , : : ; . - ' ;•'•. .'• v . ;

To find out
WHAT'S HAPPENING in

Visit the Borough's WEB SITE at
southplainfieldnj.com

Mayor & Council • Boro Officials and Agencies • Police - Fire -
Rescue Squad • Recreation: summer fun, game scores & cancel-
lations • Seniors Corner • Youth Activities • Professional & Busi-
ness Directory • Community Bulletin Board • Yard & Garage Sales,
Classifieds, Messages

recently become'
, married,

biftb, retired or beef)
promoted

Send us your good news,
along with a photo (if avail-
able), to South Plainfield Ob-
server, 530 Union Av'e.,
Suite 3, Middlesex, NJ
08846 and we will publish it
in Milestones.

Please include a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope if
you would like your photos
returned.

Lions Palm
Sunday Breakfast

Sponsored by the South Plainfield Lions Club
Helping the Visually & Hearing Impaired Since 1947....

When: Palm Sunday, March 28,1999

Where: South Plainfield High
School Cafeteria

Time: 8:00 am to 12:00 noon

Ticket Price: $5.00

Tickets may be purchased at the door or through a Lions member.
For information, please call 755-2289.
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A choir and orchestra of
elementary school stu-
dents, along with numer-
ous instrumental and vo-
cal groups from the
middle and high schools,
participated in the 30th
Annual All District Music
& Art Festival, which was
held on March 19. The
evening was a tribute to
Mr. Peter Franks, who be-
gan the festiva! 30 years
ago. In addition to the
music, the festival fea-
tured artwork from stu-
dents throughout the
school district.

—Story/Photos by Patrica Abbott

:

V'f

mo AUDIO-TELDIGITAL*
PHONE!

! $20 per month WCCtr&nJC*
|35 peak minutes FREE 1 1 0 7 H a m i , B o u | e u a p d

150 FREE minutes South eld
EVERY month for

FREE Unlimited Nites & Weekends Available!
*One year contract required. Certain restrictions apply.

_O|)(IC=/V<
ICELLJULAROWE'

Corporate
Accounts
Welcome

Visa, Amex
MasterCard,

Discover

Palm Crosses

Moore's Stone & Garden
• DECORATIVE STONE AND PATIO BLOCK

• LANDSCAPING • TOPSOiL • MULCH
• SHRUBS • LEVELING & SOD

430 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 757-4646
FAX (908) 757-5957
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Franklin School Auction/Raffle Held
The Franklin School Auction held last Saturday night was a huge
success. Over 350 people attended and $10,000 was raised. The

money will be used
towards playgorund
equipment and cultural
arts. Grand prize winner of
4 days/3 nights at Sandals
was Denise Maistickle.
Other winners were,
Michelle Stavina-a gas
grill. Sue Gaughin-a 25" TV
and aVCR, Lenny Santora-
a CD stereo cassette
recorder, Sharon Geczy - a
Sony Discman, Kathy
Thomas - two summer
memberships at the Rico-
chet Health & Racquet
Club and Laura McCreesh
- a breadmaker. The chair-
people of the event were
Ann Marie Seyffart and
Debra Krawiec.

The Small Fry players are
out in force for the club's an-
nual booster weekend. This
is a major fund-raising event
for the club. All players and
parents are urged to participate.
Thanks in advance to everyone
for your continued support of
our baseball program. The club
has scheduled work details over
the next few weekends to pre-
pare the complex for the upcom-
ing season. All are welcome to
stop at the complex to lend a
hand. Work details are sched-
uled for Saturday April 3rd at
7:00 a.m , Saturday April 10th
at 7:00 a.m., and Friday April
16th at 4:00 p.m.

Opening day is almost here.
As in the past, there will be an
opening day parade, followed
by a brief ceremony at the com-
plex, and an afternoon of base-
ball. Players will march from
Boro Hall to the complex for the
Opening Day ceremonies. This
year, Sparkee, the mascot for the
Somerset Patriots, will be join-
ing us. Members of the Patriots

ioiL 'Baseball

organization will also be on
hand. The club is currently ar-
ranging for players from the
Patriots to visit the SPJBC com-
plex once the team returns from
spring training.

The club has organizing a trip
to see the Trenton Thunder on
Friday night May 14th. Tickets
are $13.00 which includes ad-
mission, hot dogs, soda, and a
souvenir cup. Contact John
Rayho at 754-8904 for tickets
and more information.

Woman's Auxiliary
The Woman's Auxiliary will

be selling "cash and carry" flow-
ers at the complex on Opening
Day. The flowers will consist of
8 inch hanging baskets (Gera-
niums, Fuchsia, New Guinea
Impatiens, Proven Winners, and
Verbena) and 2 - 3 gallon pe-
rennials. The SPJBC Dance will

be held on Saturday night
June 12th from 7 p.m. to
midnight at the Polish Na-
tional Home on New Mar-
ket Avenue. Tickets are $35

per person and must be pur-
chased by May 29th. A $10 de-
posit is required and must be re-
ceived by May 15th. Admission
includes an open bar, buffet, en-
tertainment and tickets for great
door prizes. Groups may reserve
tables. Contact any member of
the Woman's Auxiliary or call
Cindy Eichler at 908-769-4047.
Contact the SPJBC ... Club-
house 908-754-2090 or email
spjbc99@aol.com.

Events at a glance
Booster Weekend — Thurs-

day March 25th thru Saturday
March 27th; Work Detail —
Saturday April 3rd - all hands
welcome; Work Detail — Sat-
urday April 10th - all hands wel-
come; Opening Day — Satur-
day April 17th; Trenton Thun-
der Trip — Friday May 14th.

March Madness Hits South Plainfield
March Madness came to South

Plainfield in the form of a sixth
and seventh grade basketball tour-
nament held at the high school
earlier this month.

Teams from Bound Brook,
Branchburg, Dunellen, Fleming-
ton, North Plainfield, Sacred
Heart and South Plainfield par-
ticipated in the tournament.

In the sixth grade boys finals,
South Plainfield lost to longtime
TivalNorth Plainfield.

In the seventh grade girls final,
Sacred Heart defeated South
Plainfield and took the champi-
onship.

Rescue Squad Holds Recruitment Meeting

What's Going On?
Find out in the Observer.

South Plainfield's Official Newspaper

nthOBserver
To start home delivery, please enclose your check or money order for $25. for 52
issues (Out of State $45) payable to: The South Plainfield Observer and mail to
South Plainfield Observer, G&G Graphics, 530 Union Ave., Suite 3, Middlesex,
NJ 08846. Or order your subscription via email at nancyg@spobserver.com and
send your check to our mailing address.

• I would like home delivery of the
South Plainfield Observer.

I NAME

ADDRESS.

PHONE NUMBER.

The South Plainfield Rescue
Squad is inviting all sophomores,
juniors and seniors to attend a
recruitment meeting, which will

be held in the library at South
Plainfield High School on
Wednesday, March 31 during first
period.

Board of Education

MEETING NOTICE CHANGE!
The Special Public Meeting for the Formal Budget Hearing

and Adoption of Final Budget 1999/2000, which was originally
'scheduled for Tuesday, March 30, has been changed to Monday,
March 29 at 8 p.m. in the Board Conference Room, Administra-
tion Building located on Cromwell Place.

Fr. John invites you to
worship with him at

Our Lady of
Czestochowa R.C. Church
807 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield

EASTER WEEK SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday Services

8:00 & 11:00 a.m.
Holy Thursday Service

7:00 p.m.
Good Friday Services
3:00 pm. & 7:00 p.m.

Holy Saturday
7:00 p.m. Service and Mass

Easter Sunday Masses
8:00, 11:00 and 12:15
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Obituaries

Helen C. (Busa)
Zmuda, 79

Helen C. (Busa) Zmuda of
South Plainfield died on Wednes-
day, March 17 at Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in Cannonsburg, Pa., she
was a former resident of Plainfield
before moving to South Plainfield
35 years ago.

Mrs. Zmuda was a salesperson
for the former Two Guys From
Harrison in Watchung.

She was a communicant of Our
Lady Fatima RC Church in Piscat-
away.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Joseph Zmuda, who died in
1975.

Surviving are three sons, Joseph
F. Zmuda Jr. of Palm Harbor, Fla.,
Robert A. Zmuda of Piscataway
and William E. Zmuda of South
Plainfield; two daughters, Carol A.
DiDario of Dunedin, Fla. and
Nancy Zmuda of South Plainfield;
a sister, Elizabeth Fedish of Edison;
a brother, John Busa of Linden;
nine grandchildren and four great
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at
James W Conroy Funeral Home.

Mildred G. Crowe, 79
Mildred G. Crowe died on Sun-

day, March 14 at Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in Tuckahoe, NY, she had
resided in Plainfield before moving
to South Plainfield 47 years ago.

She had been a homemaker and
a communicant of Sacred Heart
Church in South Plainfield.

Her husband, John "Jack"
Crowe, died in 1992.

Surviving are a daughter, Linda

Joyce Coffman of Annapolis,
Maryland; a son, Robert J. Crowe
of North Brunswick; a sister, Tessie
Ciriselle of Tuckahoe, NY; four
brothers, Peter and John Gallo of
Toms River, Carmen Gallo of
South Plainfield and Larry Gallo of
Westchester County, NY Also sur-
viving are five grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Always Caring

(908) 561-

Claire R. Raiello, 65
Claire R. Raiello died on Friday,

March 19 in Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in New Brunswick, she had
resided in Plainfield for 20 years
before moving to South Plainfield
in 1990.

She had been employed as the
office manager for Hmieleski
Trucking of Somerset for the past
nine years.

Mrs. Raiello was a communicant
of Sacred Heart Church.

Surviving are her husband, Jo-
seph J. Raiello, two daughters,
Patti-Jo Urban of Bound Brook
and Faye Sandor of Sacramento,
Calif.; two sons, Joseph J. Raiello,
Jr. of South Plainfield, Frank San-
dor of South Plainfield; two broth-
ers, Mickey Haefher of New Bruns-
wick and Bobby Haefner of Sacra-
mento, Calif. Also surviving is one
grandson.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Florence (Lopilato)
Ardis, 90

Florence (Lopilato) Ardis of
South Plainfield died on Saturday,
March 20 at her home.

She was born in Brooklyn, NY
and was a former long time resi-
dent of Yonkers, NY before mov-
ing to South Plainfield a year ago.

Mrs. Ardis was a bookkeeper for
Consolidated Foods in Mt. Verrion,
NY for many years before retiring
in 1985.

She was a member of the Italian
American Club in Yonkers.

She is survived by her husband,
Emanuel Ardis; two stepsons,
Robert Ardis of South Plainfield
and Dennis Ardis of Houston,
Texas and seven grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at
James W Conroy Funeral Home.

IfiT

HOME FOR FUNERALS

2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.
William C. McCriskin, V. Pres., Dir.

James A. Gustafson, Dir.
James F. Connaughton, Assoc. Dir.

the C^bi^ea- (Jtn

'Because We Care9

Forethought Funeral Planning
N.J.D.A. Choices
Complete Care Financing
Serving All Faiths
Cremation Services
Pre Arrangement Specialists

[ ROBERT HUNTER JR. |
Owner-Manager

756-2800
2456 Plainfield Ave,

South Plainfield

i was asked re
cently what security
issues remain re-
garding online
shopping. "Pretty much old hat"
was my reply. Though this issue
just won't die, it's safe to say that
common sense should always rule
the day. Forget the Internet and
electronic commerce for a mo-
ment and realize that no buying
season or occasion passes when
there isn't a warning about this
or that scam, or illegitimate effort
by some to separate you from
your money. Heck, I'm actually
starting to think that such crooks
play a necessary role in society just
to keep us alert from bigger
screw-ups! Buyer beware! (ever
hear that one before?). Now, back
to electronic commerce. Online
buying is safe if you follow these
two rules always: 1) Never, ever
give out your bank account num-
bers or info online for any reason
whatsoever! Not even to "con-
firm" or for "electronic checks."
If you gave me your bank account
number, I could empty your ac-
count without any further autho-
rization from you. It's that
simple! (It is true, but I won't
prove it. You're welcome!) 2) Al-
ways use a credit card (NOT a
debit card!). Credit cards will
limit any loss to $50 and will en-
gage a posse to track down the
bad guys. NufT said.

TIP: Be sure your online com-
merce is over a secure site! You'll
know that because the web ad-
dress will start with "https," not
the usual "http"! That indicates
that your now communicating on
secure web server.

Secure web servers the SSL or
SET online protocol. SSL or Se-
cure Sockets Layer insures that
the data transfers securely with-
out corruption. SET or Secure
Electronic Transaction insures
that you are in fact sending data
to whom you intend to receive it
using digital signatures for that
purpose. It is somewhat slower
than SSL, but safer. "A fool and
his (or her) money are soon
parted" will always apply, yet
online business has become sur-

E C

By Briggs
Longbothum

prisingly safe for all.
For all you computer users out

there, online or not, there's a great
site you should visit even if you
have to visit the library to access
it. www.smartcomputing.com is
the website for one of the finest
computer magazines I've ever
seen. It is written in simple terms
(it used to be called "pcNovice")
and always has helpful informa-
tion. Their website acrhives back
issues too, as well as their incred-
ibly valuable "Guides To" series.
This is a great resource for help
with any computer issue from
first purchase to upgrades and
tips. I've subscribed for years and
always recommend it to new us-
ers and old hands too.

O f particular
help for win-
dow95 & 98 us-
ers is their current

issue with helpful techniques for
speeding up your machine. I par-
ticularly liked their article on Per-
formance Optimization. It ad-
dresses the Windows swap file and
disk cache management. If these
terms are unfamiliar to you, read
this magazine. You will thank me!

I hope all of you college bound
students took advantage of online
SAT help and did well with the
test just given this last weekend.
(Not to mention all the scholar-
ship info and financial aid help
that can be found for when you
do get accepted). If our SPHS
Guidance Department doesn't
have a huge sign over their main
office saying "Use the Internet &
Find it Online!" shame on them.
If you didn't anyway, shame on
you! Good luck to you! See you
next issue.

Kennedy School Plans
Get Acquainted Program

John E Kennedy School PTSO
will be holding 'Get Acquainted'
classes for all students who will be
attending Kindergarten at JFK in
September. The purpose of the class
is to familiarize the students with
the school and staff. Hopefully any
anxieties the children may have
about coming to a new school will
be alleviated. Some of the activi-
ties during the program are visits
to the school nurse, the principal
and taking a mini-bus ride.

The sessions "for Get Ac-

quainted are as follows: Tuesdays,
May 4, 11 and 18 from 9:30 to
11 a.m. and Wednesdays, May 5,
12 and 19 from 9:30 to 11 a.m.

Parents may register for this
program during the month of
April in the Kennedy School main
office between 9-11 a.m. or 1-3
p.m., Monday through Friday.

Registration must be com-
pleted by April 30. If you need
further information about Get
Acquainted, call Rosann Coppi at
908-757-8174.

Ponytail Association Accepting
Applications for Scholarships

The South Plainfield Parents'
Ponytail Association is now ac-
cepting applications for our col-
lege scholarships. Applications
can be picked up at the guidance
department of the high school or
by writing to the South Plainfield
Parents' Ponytail Association, P.O.
Box 441, South Plainfield, NJ

07080.
Applicants must be graduating

high school student this June, a
South Plainfield resident and
must have participated in the
South Plainfield Recreation Pony-
tail Softball Program for a mini-
mum of three years. The filing
deadline is May 1, 1999.

"Consult the Families We Serve'

CAPE COD - 3 bedrooms, 2 car garage, full basement,
100x100 lot.

IMMACULATE 5 ROOM COTTAGE -Large Country
Kitchen, 2 Car Detached Garage, Move Right In.

CAPECOD, 3 bedrooms, garage, full basement. Newer
thermal windows.

Call us for detailed information
on these South Plainfield homes.

UNIQUE CONTEMPORARY -Huge great room with vaulted
ceiling, great townhouse alternative.

METUCHEN OFFICE
732-906-8200 • FAX: (732) 906-8109

i 640 Middlesex Ave., Metuchen, NJ 08840

Weichert.

Wayne Grennier Ruth Terwilliger Rick McElhiney
We Sell More
Because We Do More



March 26,1999 South Plainfield Observer 11

Weekly Horoscope
ARIES — March 21-April 19. You

are the first sign in the zodiac which
means new beginnings. Some traits you
may have are: energetic, active, open
to change and impulsive. Mars is your
ruling planet, ancient god of war. Your
color is red like fire. Birthstone is the
diamond—there you go lady Aries. A
city to visit—England. The Ram goes
head first into situations so ease up as
these may get out of hand sometimes.

TAURUS—April 20-May 20. Your
favorite trait as seen in the eyes of oth-
ers is dependability. Your ruling planet
is Venus, the Roman goddess of beauty
and the arts. You may be quiet but
make no mistake, the Bull is strong and
can be fierce. Lucky day, Friday. Birth-
stone is the emerald. Pale blue is al-
ways a nice color to wear. For a coun-
try may I suggest Cyprus?

GEMINI—May 21-June 20. The sign
of communication: Quick witted full of
ideas. One who wants to play all the
parts, actor, director, producer and stage-
hand. Mercury rules over this sign. An-
cient messenger of the gods, which also
rules communication and travel. Birth-
stone is the agate. A cool city for you to
check out would be San Francisco. Wear
your seat belt in the car. People of this
sign are prone to injury while traveling.

CANCER—June 21-July 22. The
Moon is your ruler, as a satellite around
the earth it moves and wanes a strong
magnetic force in your life. And need I
say it 'emotions.' Some of your nice
traits are sympathy and being recep-
tive. You also can be shrewd but be
careful it doesn't backfire on you. The
pearl is your stone, this can change bad
fortune into good. And a nice country
for you to travel is Scotland. Your
colors are sea green and silver.

LEO—July 23-Aug. 22. Your loyalty
is without question. You control your
own domain no matter how small or
large. While others will accept second
best, you will not. And why not, the SUN
is your ruler, the center of the solar sys-
tem. Other words to describe you are
powerful, creative and generous. Well
don't you know there is, a down side?
Don't draw people into confrontations-
you are not always right. And you can
also be the target of slander. Your birth-
stone is the ruby. And your place to visit
is Hollywood, where else?

VIRGO—Aug. 23-Sept. 22. Never
put off anything that can be done to-
day instead of tomorrow. That is the
code for this other Mercury ruler. The

Virgin who is the symbol for this sign
represents purity, modesty and service
to your fellow human being. Since
Virgo rules the nervous system in the
body, you can be prone to illness
caused by stress and tension. So do
things to lighten the load. A trip to
Greece would be nice and Paris on the
way home. Sapphire is your stone. Your
lucky numbers are 5 and 3.

LIBRA—Sept 23-Oct22.You Libras
are easy to like. You make anyone you
come in contact with comfortable. Ve-
nus is your planet ruler, the goddess of
love and beauty. Your symbol, the scales,
show you are a person of balance and
justice. Your stone, the opal, can bring
financial success. Avisitto Charleston or
to Japan will bring adventure. Be careful
not to anger or disappoint them you love.
Friday is your day.

SCORPIO - Oct. 23-Nov. 21. In-
tense, persistent, imaginative and emo-
tional these are some of your qualities.
Your planet ruler Pluto is the ancient
god of the nether world and the dead.
This represents the beginnings and end
phases in our life. You have a sixth
sense that works for you. You are
clever with money and know how to
culminate wealth. Do not use your se-
cretiveness and jealousy to hurt oth-
ers. Your stone is topaz, it brings se-
renity of the mind. Color is burgundy.
Your numbers are 2 and 4.

SAGITTARIUS—Nov. 22-Dec. 21.
You are ruled by the planet of fortune.
You always seem to be in the right place
at the right time. Jupiter was the most
important Roman god of all. He ruled
the heavens. Some traits you may show
are ambition, energetic and freedom
lover. Turquoise is your stone, it can
help you attract love. If I were you, I'd
visit Alcapulco and Spain. Your strong
feelings about freedom can make
people jealous and possessive.

CAPRICORN—Dec. 22-Jan. 19.
Ambition seems to be the goal for most
goats who are sure-footed animals. You
have a motivating structure for success
in the areas of money, status, and au-
thority. Saturn is your ruling planet,
which governs limitations, obstacles and
discipline.-Your lucky day is Saturday,
along with numbers 2 and 8. The stone
that helps you attract true love and high
esteem is the garnet. Secrets in your past
can be used against you. A city to visit is
Boston. A country is Mexico.

AQUARIUS—Jan. 20-Feb. 18. Off
on your own path. This is a trait for

your sign. Unorthodox and original are
a couple of others. After all you're ruling
planet is Uranus the ancient Greek sky
god, first ruler of the universe. The planet
represents change and the unexpected.
Your symbol is the water bearer who
represents the giving of life or represent-
ing life. Your stone is the amethyst with
this it brings the gift of prescience. You
should visit Buenos Aires. Be careful of
unusual situations. Electric blue.

PISCES—Feb. I9-March 20. You
are ruled by Neptune, ancient god of
the sea. This installs the illusion, glam-
our and mystery of this sign. Your sym-
bol is two fish tied together in oppo-
site directions. This signifies hidden
depths, shifting emotional currents.
Aquamarine is your stone, which can
bring serenity of the mind. You should
visit Portugal and the city of Dublin. Be
careful not to let drugs and alcohol be
your down fall. Pisces end the circle of
the signs and is believed to be a link to
the spirit world. With your imagination,
you make wonderful poets.

INFO—Well this is just the tip of the
iceberg of how we perceive ourselves.
There are so many formulations that
make up ones character that I can write
till my fingers fall off. Remember " time,
place and date" will map out your own
individual personality. There are many
books oh the subject to be read. Any
Questions can be forwarded to the Ob-
server. So have fun with what you read.
Be aware with what's going on so you
can use a better thought process in the
situations that you encounter in your live.

Quote:We are all one seeking our
own individuality—Cyrus N. Moon

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

Zoning Board of Adjustment

March 17,1999

Public Notice is hereby given that the following
action was taken by the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Borough of South Plainfield at its meet-
ing held on March 16,1999.

A. Case No. 60-98/S - Bell Atlantic-New Jersey,
Inc. - Block 420; Lot 11.01; Montrose Ave. & Sec-
ond Place -Applicant's request for a use variance,
front yard set back variance and preliminary and
final site plan, with waivers, to construct an under-
ground concrete vault, was hereby GRANTED.

Janice Muccilli
Secretary Zoning Board of Adjustment

$15.00 1T March 26,1999

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, THAT:

Ordinance #1504 entitled: AN ORDINANCE
APPROPRIATING $100,000 FOR THE REPLACE-
MENT OF SANITARY SEWER LINE FOR THE
SEWER UTILITY OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD, MORE SPECIFICALLY, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF REPLACEMENT OF THE SANI-
TARY SEWER LINE ON KENNEDY ROAD be
adopted on first reading and advertised in The
Observer on Friday, March 26, 1999 and that a
public hearing be held Thursday, April 8,1999 at
8:00 PM in the Municipal Building, South Plainfield,
New Jersey.

ORDINANCE # 1504

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $100,000
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF SANITARY
SEWER LINE FOR THE SEWER UTILITY OF THE
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MORE
SPECIFICALLY, FOR THE PURPOSE OF RE-
PLACEMENT OF THE SANITARY SEWER LINE
ON KENNEDY ROAD.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Borough

Council of the Borough of South Plainfield, County
of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, by not less than
two thirds of the fall membership there of affirma-
tively concurring that:

Section 1. That there is hereby authorized pursu-
ant to the applicable statutes of the
State of New Jersey, as a sewer utility
capital improvement for the repair of the
sanitary sewer line on Kennedy Road
in the Borough of South Plainfield,
County of Middlesex, New Jersey.

Section 2. It is here by determined and declared
by this Mayor and Borough Council as
follows:

A. That the maximum estimated
amount of money to be raised from
all sources for the purpose stated
in section 1 hereof is $100,000.

B. That the cost of said project shall
. be financed from the Sewer Utility

Capital Fund, Capital Improvement
Fund, $100,000, which said sum is
available for said purpose.

C. Thatthe estimated useful life of said
improvement is hereby determined
to be forty (40) years.

D. That this appropriation will be used
to fund the Emergency appro-
priation for the Sewer Utility fund that
was adopted by the Borough Coun-
cil on February 11,1999.

Section 3. That the total amount of the appro-
priation to be expended for architectural
and inspection costs, legal costs, ad-
vertisement of ordinance and other ex-
penses as provided in Section 48:2-20
of the Revised Statutes, is not exceed-
ing $15,000.

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect after fi-
nal passage and publication in accor-
dance with the law,

Daniel J. Gallagher/Mayor

ATTEST:
James Eckert/Muncipal Clerk

$81.00 1T March 26, 1999

• A resident of Easton Blvd. reported
that someone was on his property taking
photographs. He said that he asked the
man to stop and leave several times. The
resident claims the man got into his truck
and backed up towards him several times,
causing him to injure his leg as he was
moving out of the way. The photographer
claims he was taking pictures for the
owner of the property. The resident al-
legedly grabbed the photographer from
truck. Both parties where advised of com-
plaint procedures and the photographer
was issued a summons for blocking their
driveway. It was noted that there has been
an ongoing dispute between the two men.

• Yeovone White of Piscataway re-

ported the theft of her son's bike from
the front of KB toys on Stelton Road. The
bike was unlocked at the time.

• A resident of New Brunswick Ave.
reported a fire at her home. When flames
were spotted coming from a room in the
front of the house she called 911. It is be-
lieved that the fire started at or near a tele-
vision. There were no injuries and most of
the.damage was confined to one room. :

• Police responded to a call from high
school Assistant Principal Dr. Ken May,
who signed a complaint against a female
student after a fight. The minor was
charged with disorderly conduct.

• Yogarajah Nithianangthan of Canada
reported the theft of his passport, airline

ticket and other items from his room at
the Ramada Inn on Hamilton Blvd. The
hotel manager stated that all belongings
were removed from the room because
Nithianangthan was to have left at 11 a m
on 3/21 and had not. His belongings were
placed in a storage locker but a check of
the locker did not turn up the passport or
the ticket.

• Debra Thomas of Greenbrodk,'owner
of a house at 172 Somerset St., reported
that someone had egged the sides and
front of the house. The handrail on the
steps was damaged and a light was
smashed and the mailbox was thrown in
the garage. The house is unoccupied.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Looking for a
Professional?

Photo-Teddy Bears
by Snapshot Greetings

908-561-1539
See our ad below.

Find what you're looking for in the
Observer Business & Professional Directory.

SPECIALTY WOODWORKING HOLISTIC HEALING

Photo-TeddyBears
By

Great Holidi Juation Gift!
Pro-Holiday Sale Price $19.95

PHOTO-Golf Hats.ShirtsJees
Also In Stock -- Call For Sale Prices

CALL 908-561-1539

Custom made furniture
to your specs.

Quality craftsmanship.
Call 732-545-3132

CONTRACTORS

PAINTING

Attention Landlords:
Does Your Rental Property

need painting for your
new tenants?

No job too big or too small.
732-545-3132

BUILDER &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

NJ DCA LIC #019771

Since 1981

Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS-KITCHENS -
BATHROOMS-

Office Renovations

FREE ESTIMATES ~|

A Holistic Center for
Prevention and Healing

Stop Smoking * Weight Loss * Childbirtl
Stress Management * Fears * Phobias
ADD/ADHD * Study Habits * Sports
Pain Control * Preparing for Surgery

MIND WAVES
Roxanne Cortese C.Hy. C.H.P.

"Using A Natural Approach"

Reiki * Hypnosis * Reflexology
(908)561-1511 2701ParkAve.
(908) 757-2330 2325 Plainfield Ave.
Magnet Products and TPR Cream Available

Advertise your
business in this space
for $7.50 per issue.

HELP WANTED
SO. PLAINFIELD DISTRIBUTION
Center has a part-time opening in
data entry. Eves. 6-11 pm. M-F. Call
Suzanne 908-756-6242 ext 203

TEACHERS WANTED FOR
South Plainfield Adult School in
Saturday Scene Youth Program and
Adult High School in the following
areas: dance, computers, math-
ematics, English, history, science,
English as a Second Language,
adult basic education, GED, and
deaf education. For info and appli-
cation please call Jim Lennox at
908-754-4620, ext. 213.

P/T ADVERTISING SALESPERSON for
local newspaper. Great opportunity.
Set own hours. 732-469-4380.

HELP WANTED
PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST for
medical office. Will train. 908-756-
5908. Leave message or ask for
Randi.
DANCE INSTRUCTOR for Saturday
Scene Program. Call South Plainfield
Adult School 754-4620 x218.

PART-TIME MEDICAL ASSISTANT.
Will train. Call 756-5908. Ask for
Randi or lea message.

PART-TIME CLERK for local store.
Call 908-755-3663.

BABYSITTING
13-YEAR-OLD EXPERIENCED
and certified babysitter to watch
your kids after school & weekends.
908-668-8155.

FOR RATES & INFO GALL THE OBSERVER AT 732-469-4380.

Classified
Advertising Works,

To place your ad, call
the South Plainfield Observer

(732) 469-4380.
3 line minimum-$10, $1 per each additional line. To place
a classified send your check to the Observer, c/o G & G
Graphics, 530 Union Ave., Ste. 3, Middlesex, NJ 08846.

Deadline for next issue is Mon, Feb. 29.
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Secure-A-Child Program
Continued from page one
database stored at the local police
department. When a child is re-
ported missing, every minute is
critical. The program allows any
police department to access the
child's ID number and missing per-
sons posters can be created within
minutes instead of hours or even
days. The program does not replace
the standard fingerprinting of chil-
dren but instead enhances the in-
formation available to law enforce-
ment officials. It must be noted that
this information is only available to
police personnel. Great care has
been taken to avoid the informa-
tion being accessed by hackers. In-
formation garnered from each child
is stored locally and is not shared
with any other police department
unless a child is reported missing.
The Secure-a-Child cards are $12
each. Additional cards are $2.

K & A Industries moved to
South Plainfield on March 1 of this
year. They were previously located

Teacher Nancy Murtaugh and a student prepare to have a Secure-
--Child photo taken.

at Raritan Center in Edison. Se-
cure-A-Child is now up and run-
ning in 13 municipalities. More
towns have contacted K & A to
begin the program as well. Over
2,700 children have been registered
with the program.

K & A Industries was founded
in January of 1991 for the purpose
of developing ID card technologies,
software and card issuing systems
for high security environments.

The company has developed a pat-
ented tamper-proof plastic card.
The first full color tamper proof
cards in the United States. Their
customer base ranges from Fortune
1000 companies to all branches of
government, including the House
of Representatives. The Secure-a-
Child card goal is to keep children
safe but the wish behind the tech-
nology is that the cards never need
be used.

Applications Being Accepted for
Part-Time Communications Operators

The South Plainfield Police Department is currently accepting applications for the
position of Communications Operator. The minimum requirements for this position
are:

• 18 years of age or older.
• Graduation from a high school or vocational high school or possession of an

approved high school equivalent certification.
• A citizen of the United States.
• Be able to accurately type a minimum of 20 words per minute.
• Currently certified by a New Jersey Public Safety Answering Point to answer the

9-1-1 System (including completion of the Emergency Medical Dispatch course),
• Currently certified by a Law Enforcement agency to use the Criminal Justice

Information System as a "Full Access-Operator.
Please submit a resume no latter than April 2. If you have any questions, contact

Sgt. Michael Grennier at (908) 226-7673.
Preferences will be given to South Plainfield residents. The Borough of South Plainfield

is an equal opportunity employer.

Franklin Third-Grader Taryn
Billich Wins Writing Contest
Continued from page one
essay was completed just in
time.

Taryn said she chose Dr. Vir-
ginia Apgar because she played
the violin "just like I do"! She
admires the great things the
doctor did and hopes to do
some great things herself one
day. The busy nine-year-old
loves to write. Her mother
noted that she had been writ-
ing stories for a long time.
Taryn recalled a song she had
written when she was five
years old. Taryn is also in-
volved with the newsletter
club. .

On Sunday, March 7,
Metuchen High School hosted
the YWCA statewide celebra-
tion of International Woman's
Day. Winners of the contest
were present at the event.
Taryn said, "I was excited and
nervous!" Franklin School
Principal Nancy Erickson
joined Taryn and her proud
parents, Michelle and Paul
Billich, at the presentation.

They discovered when they ar-
rived that Taryn would have to
read her essay to the audience
of about 200 people. Nancy
Erickson commented that the
surprise announcement didn't
seem to phase Taryn a bit.

International Woman's Day
is celebrated world-wide on
March 8. The day, not yet
widely known, began in 1911.
It is an observance of "work-
ing women and their contri-
butions to history" according
the YWCA. The celebration is
a project of the YWCA of the
USA. Since 1993 the YWCA
has been actively involved in
the celebration. New Jersey
schools and communities were
among the first to participate
in honoring the day.

Taryn continues writing,
both at school and at home.
With the head start and the de-
termination that Taryn pos-
sesses, this Observer writer
would not be surprised to see
the byline "Taryn Billich" in
the not too distant future.

Observer
• 7-Eleven, Plainfield Ave.
• Bagel Pantry, Plainfield Ave.
• B & C Deli, Belmont Ave.
• Corner Deli, Hamilton Blvd.
• Carousel Hair Salon, Oak Tree Rd.
• Cookies, Oak Tree Ave.
• Dave's Stationery, Sampton Ave. «
• Details, So. Clinton Ave.

Holly Park Video, Park Ave.
• K Foods, Park Ave.

Krauser's Food Store, Oak Tree Rd.
• Twin City Pharmacy, Park Ave. s

is sold at the
following locations:

> The Little Store, South Clinton Ave.
Mohn's Flowers, Plainfield Ave.

• Oak Tree Farms, Oak Tree Road
Pauls Stationery, Hamilton Blvd.
Quick Chek, Sampton Ave.
Quick Foods, Park Ave.
Sals Liquor Store, Park Ave.
Service Plus, South Plainfield Ave.
Sunrise Foods, Front & Maple
Twice Is Nice, Front Street
Yogurt Express, Maple Ave.

outh Plainfield Observer Advertisers are Listed In Bold Print

If you would like to sell the newspaper, call (732) 469-4380.

March /April 1999 Meetings & Events
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Copy Deadline:
Friday, 5 pm
Advertising Deadline:
Monday, 5 pm

Palm Sunday &O

Lions Breakfast at
the High School
8 .m.'12p.m

Easter Sunday 4

First Day of Daylight
Savings Time

11

18

22

Borough Council
Agenda Meeting 8 pm

29

L___T"
Borough Council
Agenda Meeting 8 pm

Recreation Comm.
Meeting 7 pm PAL

23

Recycling Comm. 8 pm

Planning Board 8 pm

30
Board of Education
8 p.m.

Board of Adjustment
8 pm

6

Board of Adjustment
8 pm

12 13
I Library Board
I 7:30 pm
I Planning Board
I Meeting 8 pm

Borough Council A - ^
Agenda Meeting 8 pm

Land Management
Advisory Committee
7:30 pm

20

Board of Adjustment
8 pm

24

Traffic Safety Advisory
Comm. 7 pm
Court 9:30 am & 7 pm

25

Borough Council
Meeting 8 pm

• 4 Taxpayers Advisory
K f l Group 8 pm

1 First Day
Court 9:30 am & 7 pm • of Passover

7

Business Advisory
Group 5:30 pm

Court 9:30 am

14
Environmental Comm.
8 pm
Court 9:30 am
&7pm

21

Court 9:30 am
&7pm

8

Borough Council
Meeting 8 pm

15

22
Recycling Com.

8 p.m.
Borough Council
Meeting 8 pm

26
Sacred Heart Fish
Dinner 5-7pm

Publication of
So. Plf(/.Observer

2
Good Friday

Publication of
So. Plfd.Observer

9

Publication of
So. Plfd.Observer

16

Publication of
So. Plfd.Observer

23

Publication of
So. Plfd.Observer

21
Easter Egg Hunt
PAL Building 1 pm

Elk One-Stop-Shopping
10-4, Elks Lodge

3

10

17

24

:
Want to know what's going on in South Plainfield? Get home delivery of The Observer. Subscription form on page 9.


