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Propane Truck
Accident Brings
Out Volunteers

On Wednesday, Jan. 13, a pro-
pane truck owned by Amerigas,
overturned on Belmont Ave. The
truck was carrying 3,000 pounds
of liquefied petroleum. When po-
lice arrived, they found a valve on
the propane truck leaking. Pro-
pane, a dangerous gas, settles
along the ground and is extremely
explosive.

When the 911 call came in, dis-
patchers immediately notified the
Office of Emergency Manage-
ment, the Fire Department and
Emergency Medical Services.
Belmont Ave. and the side streets
leading to Belmont were blocked
off. A forward command post,
staging and press area were estab-
lished at Roosevelt School. In
addition, the incident command
was put into place.

With the temperature at 20
degrees and sleet and freezing rain
falling, emergency workers, in-
cluding police, fire and scores of
volunteers, struggled to seal the
leaking valve and upright the truck.

Approximately 100-200 resi-

dents in a one-square-mile were
evacuated from their homes and
sent to Roosevelt School.

Roosevelt School was opened
and the incident command cen-
ter was set up. Evacuated resi-
dents, as well as emergency work-
ers and the many volunteers were
also sent there. No one in the mo-
tor vehicle accident nor any of the
evacuated residents were injured.

At approximately 1:30 a.m.
the truck was uprighted and care-
fully escorted out of town. The
area was then thoroughly checked
for any lingering propane gas.
Residents were allowed to return
to their homes after each house
was inspected for leaking gas.

Mayor Gallagher commended
the scores of volunteers who
rushed to scene and stayed until
the emergency was under control.

Dennis Cerami added that the
police and fire department, along
with the many volunteers of
South Plainfield are all trained for
such emergencies and it was evi-

Continued on page 10

Council News
• The concrete structure known
as the 'Elm Street Garage' has
been deemed hazardous by the
Public Works Department and
will be torn down.
• The council authorized $7,500
to purchase property owned by
the Italian-American Progressive
League located on Harvard Ave.
for a drainage easement. The ease-
ment is required to construct
drainage improvements to relieve
residential flooding problems on
Harvard Ave.
H Pyrotechnico, the vendor who
was scheduled to provide the fire-
works display last Labor Day, will
be sent a letter of intent by the
Council to provide the fireworks
in 1999. Last year's fireworks dis-
play was cancelled due to inclem-
ent weather. Pyrotechnico has
agreed to reimburse one half of
the cancellation fee ($577.50) in
exchange for a letter of intent for
the 1999 fireworks.

I Mohawk Resources Ltd., of
Amsterdam, NJ was awarded
$26,000 for the installation of a
hydraulic lift at the Department
of Public Works Garage. This was
the only bid received for this
project.
• Annette Juliano of the Cultural
Arts Commission submitted a let'
ter of resignation.
| The PMK Group has been au-
thorized to apply to the NJ De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection for funding under the
Hazardous Discharge Site Re-
demption Fund, to obtain funds
to determine the presence of and/
or extent of hazardous materials
on the site of Non-Ferrous Met-
als, located on Pulaski St. If the
grant is made available, a contract
will be awarded to the PMK
Group to implement all necessary
actions to remove any impedi-
ments toward the marketability of
the property.

Continued on page 3

Did You Get Last Week's Observer Late?
Subscribers to the Observer complained they did not get last week's

Observer in the mail until Tuesday. The paper was delivered to the post
office last Thursday and was misplaced. We went to the post office
Saturday and were told the newspapers were being delivered.

We regret the inconvenience. If you do not get your Observer in
the mail on Fridays, call the post office and ask where it is.

Scene of Jan. 13 propane spill on Belmont Avenue.

Residents Flee Crash Scene
By Patricia Abbott

On Wednesday, Jan.13, South
Plainfield resident Lory Jackson
spent an afternoon Out with a
friend. The return home from a
routine shopping trip turned into
a scene that rivaled the movie of
the week.

A propane truck traveling west
on Belmont Ave. was cut off by a
car that had run the stop sign at
Spicer Ave. The truck tipped over
and skidded to a stop in front of

the Jackson home. As Lory ap-
proached Belmont Ave. she was
surprised at the amount of traf-
fic It wasn't until she.got closer
to her home that she saw what
she described as "a white cloud"
in front of her house. Spicer Ave.
was still open and Lory was able
to get closer to the near disaster.
As Lory recalls, "I arrived home
from the mall to find a smashed
up car and a smoking truck on its
side, blocking the front entry to

my home. I ran across the
neighbor's grass in a panic look-
ing for my family, thinking the
truck would explode at any sec-
ond."

Propane gas poured from the
truck onto the road and into the
air. When the shout came to get
out of the house, they had no time

Continued on page 10

Tax Bill
Payment
Dates Extended

The Borough Council passed a
resolution to extend the due date
for the payment of first quarter tax
payments until Feb. 19 at the Jan.
14 Council meeting. The first quar-
ter tax bills were mailed to residents
recently, along with associate enclo-
sures.

State statute establishes Feb. 1 as
the due date for payment of taxes
and allows a 10 day grace before
late payment penalties are imposed.
However, if the tax bills are not
mailed at least 25 days prior to the
statuary due date, the municipality
can extend the due date and the
grace period by a resolution.

Joseph Wolak, sitting with daughters Jennifer and Katelyn, visit
the South Plainfield Library to hear Library Intern Linda Hansen
read stories focusing on the Vietnamese New Year. After the
storytimc, the children each made paper dragons to take home.
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