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McCriskin’s Home For Funerals and members of the 101st Air-
borne Division held their annual tree lighting ceremony on
Saturday, Dec. 12. See story and additional photos on page 5.

¥

Mlchael Enghsh Appomted
Dlrector of Recreation

Mike English, popular high
school teacher and former mayor
of South Plainfield, has been

. unanimously chosen to be the

next Director of Recreation. He
will officially be appointed to a
three year term starting Feb. 17,
1999 this evening.

A commission to find a new
Director was formed last fall af-
ter the resignation of Director
Jaye. Joyce. It consisted of three
recreation commissioners, Jim
Curcio, Bill Cochrane and Calvin
Gross and three councilmen,
Dennis Cerami, Ed Kubula and
Ray Petronko. The committee
received 21 resumes and after re-
viewing the resumes, eight can-
didates were chosen and called to

| a first interview. Four candidates
were callcd back for a second in-

thoxcc of

"'Iim Curcm said the ch&‘ ~0¥
Mike English by the committee
was unanimous. Mike is a strong,

-powerful candidate and he will

get along with cveryone. He is

| community oriented and has been

involved with high school sports
and youth groups during his en-
tire career. He will be a positive
force for Recreation and will help
put the department back ‘on a
positive track.

- Curcio said the Recreation De-
partment has been without a di-
rector for 10 weeks and it has not
been easy time. He expressed his
thanks to those who have helped

Santa Claus (Councilman Ed Kubula) greeted over a 100 children after a sing-a-long held at the
PAL building on Dec. 13. Additional photos of Christmas in South Plainfield are on pages 7-9.

in the interim
by = going
above and be-
yond the call
of duty. Cur-
cio pointed _
that he, along
§ with Bill Coch-
ranand Mike
Alveras, orga-
nized the
Adult Basketball Program. Calvin
Gross and Mike Sikanowicz have
been working with the Youth Bas-
ketball Program. Pete Rachwal
and Peggy Devlon have worked
tirelessly keeping the many recre-
ation programs running smooth-
ly. Mildred Waldron has been
working with the senior pro-
grams. Curcio said that without
all of these people giving their all,

Mike English

we‘wgsgd rwrhavebtm able to-
i 'Rccrcatlon Department is

responsible for the Youth and
Adult Basketball programs as well
as the Wrestling program. They
run trips all year, offer Aerobics
and exercise programs, arts and

crafts, a weight room at the PAL
and numerous other activities
open to the residents of South
Plainfield. They also run the Sofi-
ball program in spring and the
community pool. Plans for an ex-
pansion of the PAL building are
presently in the works.

The Recreation and Cultural
Arts Commissions just sponsored
a very successful sing-a-long at the
PAL. Thanks to the hard work of
Georgeann DiGrazia, who rented
costumes, purchased candles and
helped decorate the PAL for the
occasion. Santa’s room, all decked
out for Christmas, was especially
well received. Over 200 people at-
tended, held. candles and sang
along with the High School Cho-
rus under the direction of Tracy
Murray.  Santa, Frosty and
Chucky’ from the “Rugrats” were
there to greet the children. After- -
ward Santa Jed everyone into the
PAL for hot chocolate -and cook-
ies. Over 100 eager children got a
chance to talk to Santa and tell him

_ they really were good this year. -

S.P. United Way Sponsors

Holiday Poinsettia Card
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~— The United Way of Sotth
Plainfield would like to help make

the holiday season brighter for the
neediest families in South Plain-
field by conducting a holiday
poinsettia card sale.

The poinsettia cards are $1.00
each and every participant will
place their name on a card to be
used as a festive decoration at one
of a number of South Plainfield
businesses and companies.

Thedwr
Ueiefit South Plainfield residents
in some of the following services:
Homeless Prevention, Visiting
Nurse/Home Care Serviees, Hot
Line Services, Boy Scouts, People
With Disabilities, Family Coun-
seling and Girl Scouts.

The goal s to raise $5,000 with
all proceeds earmarked for South
Plainfield’s needxest Many com-

man Service Agencies -

panies and businesses will be
asked to participate. If your com-
pany or business would like to
participate, please call Jim Lenox
at 754-4620 Ext. 217.

The next issue of

The Observer .
will be

Friday, January 8.

Starting with the
Jan. 8 issue we will
publish every Friday

on a.weekly basis.

Check our webpage at
" spobserver.com
for updates and
the latest news.

"I\
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The Observer is Going Weekly!

Starting with the Jan. 8 issue, the Observer will be‘published
weekly. Readers have been asking us to publish every week and
we plan to do just that starting in January! Please note that
the publication date will be on Fridays instead of Thursdays.

We will continue with the extensive coverage of schools ac-
tivities, organization events and borough happenings. We plan
to do more in depth stories about the fire department, rescue
squad and borough hall departments and councilpeople.

The first few weeks will probably be a little hectic for us, but
we are determined to fulfill the vision we had when we started
this paper. We believe this paper is the only way residents get a
complete overview of South Plainfield and its activities and
happenings and we believe we do it in a positive way.

As you read this paper, you can see what a busy town we live
in. Each page in our paper shows how excited we are to bring
you the news and what’s going on at the schools, library, Bor-
ough Hall and the activities of the organizations around town.

Part of our future plans include relocating our office to South
Phainfield. We are presently actively looking at several sites.
Well let you know where we move, and when 1ts gomg to
happen

we must remind you that all of this cannot be done |
without the help of our advertisers, who have been supportive -
for the past year and a half. Do your part and visit their stores
and businesses to tell them thanks and how glad you are that
* they support the Observer: .

If your orgamzatlon group or school is not in our newspa-
per, find out why. Tell your publicity person to get in touch
with us. We cover just about everything if we are notified in
advance. We have been known to be driving by an event and .
upon seeing a group of cars and peoplc run in to takc pxc- '
tures.

'If you have any suggestxons on what you Would like to see
more of or would like to submit a story or happening in your
life, we' welcome them — the more local news, the better.

We want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year from all of us at the Observer. family. Seeyuqnmct

_ year with more news and pictures!.* . R B § et

We invite you to send in your letter or opinion on subjects pertinent
to South Plainfield and we will be glad to publish it. If you choose tonot
have your name published let us know, however, you must give us your
name and phone number when submitting a letter.

‘The South Plainfield Observeris
published every first and third
Thursday of the month by

Art Dlrector/Assocmfe E'
PATRiCIA ABBOTT.

““““ GA&G Graphics, Inc. . Staff Writer
530 Union Avenue, Suite 3, ‘
i s SRANCOCHRAN
(732)469-4380 # FAX (732)805-0815 ;
BRIGGS LONGBOTHUM

Web page af hiipi//

wwwi.spobservercom .
For subscriptions, advertising: or
information, call (732) 469-4380.

KENNETH MORGAN

ROBERT SELIGA
The publisher is not responsnble for m W'“'AN}W“
Typographu:al errors. Advertising Sales . .

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in
your stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observeris your paper.
Please let us know what you would like to see infit.

To get an article published in South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.

2 Mail or fax it to: Editorial Department
South Plainfield Observer, 530 Union Ave., Suite 3, Middlesex,
NJ 08846 or drop it in the box at Mohn’s Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or Twice
Is Nice, Front St. or fax us at (732) 805-0815 or e-mail us on the web page at
spobserver.com. Include your name, address, telephone number.

To Submit Photographs:

1. Make sure the photograph is sharp and bnght

2. Black and white picfures are preferred. )

3. Type the names of all the photographs, or accurately describe the action in
the photograph. Do not write on back of photograph, except with non- .
reproducing pen or pencil.

4. All unsolicited photographs and stories sent to South Plainfield Observer wil
be considered the property of Souif) Plainfield Observer and will not be
refumned, unless a self-addressed stamped envelope accompanies material.

Mary Otlowskl, Ceryl Yates.and Stefanie: Zarra are packing
- clothing they collected for VIctlms of the hurncane victims.

Girls Scouts Collect Clothes
For Hurricane Victims

Stefanie Zarra, Mary Otlowski
and Cheryl Yates, Girls Scouts
from troop 257 have been col-

lecting clothing for the Hurri-
cane Victims at vatious spots in .

town for the past few months

' and storing them in their base- .

ments. They are working to-

-wards their Silver Award Project. .
On Dec. 5 the scouts took all.

the clothes they had collected
and met at Hall’s Trucking to
divide the clothlng, into sizes,
girls and boys itéms and clothes
needed for summer or winter.

They boxcd the clothes and

loaded into“a truck donatcd by

' Halls' Truck.

A project like this does not just
bappen. The girls parents spent

the day driving around collect- -

ing the clothes-and bringing then' -

to Halls. Innovative Folding
Carton' and Squire Corrugated
donated the boxes. Marriott con-
tributed containers used for col-
lecting the items, Allstate Legal

Supply and AKA helped with’
. printing’ and copying ‘supplies- |
and Columbia Savings Bank set.

up a savings ‘account for ‘the
Humcane Rellef chnms

Mohn’s Wish Youa Merry
Christmas’ Contest

. Mohn’s Flowers is running a

. new contest. with 3 Christmas, *
 would like 16
say a special “Wish You a Merry "
Christmas’ to your wife, hus- ~

themc So, if you

band, teacher, parent, friend or
anyone who has done something
special this past year, write a let-

. ter to Mohn’s with your reasons.

Kids as well as adults are invited
to participate in this’ contest.
During the year we meet all
kinds of people who have done
that little extra something to

help you or someone you know.

....(........Januaw 8
can be dropped off at Mohn's

s on Plainfield Ave.; Twice
on Front St. or E-maifus at :

raphics 530 Union Ave. )

iax at 732-805-0815,

g@spobserver.com. Mailto |-

, Middiesex, NJ 08846 or |

You car show your appreciation
: andﬂnnksa.n”ispemi ‘way by
sending in'a letter to acknowl- |

edge them. Leps recognize those
who do good deeds by writing
a letter. If you choose, you can
remain anonymous, however,
you must sign the letter.

Mail or bring in your letters -
“to Mohn’s Flowers, 2435 Plain-
" field Ave., South Plainfield, NJ

07080. Ify you have any questions
or need more information call
(908) 561-2808. .

"+ | opening specials. . -

1 Many. local merchants and -
| professionals. support this
- | newspaper by advertising in

| Christmas’ contest is now un-

| ness in town! Grcat for a last
' | minute” shopping idea—see

-try.one of our advertises and
| make sure you

Just in
Case You
Missed ...

Just in case you haven’t had
time yet to check the ads in
this issue of the Observer,
here are a few bargains you
might not be aware of. Check
the ads for coupons and use
'thcm when you shop. -

Freihofer’s—You can get'a
free dessert or loaf of bread
when you buy two, with a
coupon.

" Detwils—Save $29.95 on a
full service detalhng ]ob with
a coupon.

- Mohn’s Elowers & Fam:y
Foods —A “Wish You a Merry

derway. Send in your letter
today. ;

'Sal’s Spirit Shoppe—Has
Holiday Gift Baskets with
free gift wrapping.

Sherban’s Restauwrant—Re-
serve our banquet room for
your Christmas party or spe-
cial event.

Heavenly Country Store—-
Has a free Angel Pin with any
purchase and new " hohday
hours.

Independent Cellular—
Let’s welcome this new busi--

their ad on page 3 for their

the Observer. If you need a
service or product, why not

tell them you

| sawn: l:hcu' ad in thc Observer.

Carvousel X,
fHair Salon
The Family Place
307 Oak Tree Avenue - South Plainfield; N

908-668-8397

Fzre Calls

Chief Abbruzzese reported
that the Fire Department an-
swered a -total of 419 alarms
during September through
November: The breakdown is
as follows:. alarms, 4,466;
maintenance, 617; drills, 270
and extra duty, 504.
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Clean Business Assoc.
Presents Glitter Awards

A group of business people and
borough officials met Dec.'3 at
Sherban’s to recognize and honor
the Clean Business Association’s
1998 Glitter Award winners and

Mayor Dan Gallagher
Adopt-A-Spot participants.

South Plainfield Clean Com-
munities Advisory Board Chair-
man Emil Leporino welcomed the
group and discussed the status of
the borough’s Clean Communities
Program. Over $256,000 in grants
have been received from the NJ De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion for litter control projects since
1988, including $26,400 received
in 1998.

Mayor Dan Gallagher honorcd
the 1998 Glitter Award Winners.
Honored were. the' Drag Fair
Plaza renovation by Butrico En-
terprises, CMF Business Supplies
Inc. on Kennedy Road, Federal
Metals & Alloys on Kennedy Rd.,
South Plainfield Rescue Squad on
Plainfield Ave. and Park Plaza Of-
. fice Building on Park Ave.

‘Mayor Gallagher also recog-
nized those business

that participated in the Adopt-A-

Spot program in 1998. Nearly all
previously adopted spots were

readopted this year. Recognized

were: two stretches of Hamilton
Boulevard, by the Spisso family
and the Shoonly family; the en-
tire length of Front Street by the
Keystone Comm. Residence, the

Belmont ‘Ave. stream crossing by -
Federal Metals and- Alloys, ‘the

Clinton Ave. Ext. stream crossing

by Timber Creck Landscaping, the .

Durham Ave. overpass by Blue "
' Ridge Landscaping, the Cedar- :

brook Ave. stream crossing by Cub

Scout Pack 224 and Hamilton

BIvd, along Rt 287 by the Home" ")
: Depot Store and Northeast Divi-

sion Corporate Office.
Captain Michael Zushma, Res-

i cue Squad Emergency Manage-
' ment Coordinator and Property *
« Maintenance Code Officer, was the
featured speaker. He discussed the -
facade renovation program in the |
' Downtown Revitalization district

and code enforcement issues.

The CBA is an association of .
commercial, industrial and profes- -
sional people who are committed -

to making South Plainfield an at-
tractive place to do business
through improved property main-
tenanee, landscaping -and. litter
control activities. Glitter Awards .
are earned by, businesses that have
consistently maintained a high
standard over time. A “Glitter
Award? sign is-pdsted at the win-
ning property fora'month.’
Anyone interested in ]ommg thc
CBA or CCAB’s programs;.call 1

z Ahcc Tcmpcl at (906) 226 7621

MR AR

wﬁ‘ i

xs A0

p———————

\0 (‘,\\'\"\“"‘“5

completion of 181 calendar days
Contact store for details.

BOROUGH NOTES
Council

M Police exam applications are now available at the Clerk’s office

in Borough Hall. They must be submitted by Jan. 29. A spring

exam date will be announced.

‘| Il Mayor Gallagher met with the Business Advisory Group to start
planning how to revise some of the ordinances in effect in the

downtown area. The goal is to amend the ordinances and make

the area more shopper-friendly.

B Chief Steven Merkler just graduated from a FBI National Acad-

emy course in Quantico, Va.

‘I Senior Citizen facilities in order to study what other senior centers
offer. They will use these examples to begin plans for a future se-
nior center in the Borough.

Planning Board

1l Coppola Farms on Durham Ave. was granted a two lot subdivi-

-sion. Approximately 1.5 acres.where they presently run a green-
house will remain and the rest of the 25 acres was subdwlded into
affordable housmg

Board of Adjustm\ent

M David A. Lackland explained to the Board that at the time his
application was made, Rite Aid Pharmacy was going to be the
tenant on the property at Bushwick and Durham Ave. However,
Rite Aid has since declined interest in the site. Lackland asked the
Board’s permission to build on the site with the original footprint
and any tenants would. be those who-would be a permitted retail
use in the OBC-3 zone. The Board stated it could not agree to the
plans unless it knows how many tenants and what type of busi-
nesses would occupy the spot. Parking; ‘traffic patterns, and the
possibility of a drive-through area are all issues that would have to
be addressed before the Board could approve the site.

I Ray Petronko met with the seniors and they plan to visit other :

Middle School
Teacher
Suspended

Roger Wood, a Middle School
science teacher, has been sus-
pended after four female students
claimed he touched them in an in-
appropriate manner.

Wood, a teacher for 22 years, was
suspended with pay last March af-
ter the girls’ allegations were made
toschool officials. In August he was
suspended without pay and the
Board of Education charged him
with conduct unbecoming a teacher
for allegedly touching the girls, all
of whom were students of Wood.
He was then replaced with a full-
time teacher.

Wood is scheduled to appear in

- the State Administrative Office of

the Courts in Trenton in January
for a tenure hearing, If the Board
of Education votes to fire Wood, it
must first have his tenure removed.

According to 1996 news re-
ports, four students alleged Wood
sexually harassed them. Wood
apologized to both the girls and
the administration. The Middlesex
County Prosecutors Office has be-
gun an investigation.

Board Denies Bullard and Pershmg Subdivision

Cas

5 E'romotional rates offered through Independent Cellular
based on 1-yr. activation with Comcast CellularONE rate
plan. Contact our store for current AT&T promotion.

** After in-store rebate. Rebate issued to customer upon

A number ,of‘Bulla,rd and

' Pershing Placeresidents filled the

Council room at the Dec. I Plan-
ning Board meeting. They were
there to objected to the proposal
to subdivide a Jarge piece of prop-

< Ferty: that frouts both streets and*”
* buiild four new housés'on the site. -

Richard J. DeAndrea, testified,
 for the developet; BJ}IVViI}qns of.
Edison, saying many homes in the

e ety o 2o a' ”ix"""‘f

RDOPENING'
ndependent Cellular'

D|g|tal Promotion*

i . | FREE NOKIA 2 760.

w/ FREE Car Charger, FREE
Deskstand/Charger & FREE

Leather
el ONLY $20 per month!!
or

Bring in your own digital phone.

ONLY $10 per month!!**

area presently do not conform to
R-75 zoning. codes:

onés proposed by the builder.’
After a heated two hours of

residents objections and ques- -

tions, the board unanimously re-

jected the application and told the ., -

budder he could returmn. if] hc would

Mayor:!
* Gallagher noted that many of those

homes were built in the 50s and
were considerably smaller than the,

reduce the amount of homes to be

- built on the property:

Many of the residents said they
would like the property to be-
come a park and cheered whcn

' thé Board denied theapplication.

Walter K. Abrams, attorney for
the developer, said he may appeal
the board’s ruling: Wilkins was

~unsure what: he. would do next
; ‘wnh the prop;rty ey
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Independent Cellular’s exclusive

S.0.S. Emergency Phone ce,,u, cast

Enjoy peace of mind with
no monthly payments!

of uninterrupted service.
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Franklin School’s Student Council sponsored a pajama and
slipper.day on Wednesday, Nov. 25. Many children brought along
their favorite stuffed animal to help celebrate the event. Co-
advisors were first grade teachers Marilyn Winston and Louise
Mruz.

Tera Nova Garden Club Holiday Activities

Members of the Terra Nova
Garden Club met to decorate
wreaths for the New Jersey Home
for Disabled Soldiers in Menlo

. Park at the home of President Gail
Sulinski in South Plainfield.

This annual workshop marks
the beginning of the holiday sea-
son for the club. Terra Nova will
join with other area clubs to deco-
rate Lyons Hospital and to make
bedside, altar and ward flower ar-
rangements. The Garden Thera-
py Committee will teach clients of
the Muhlenberg Hospital Adult-
care facility to make hohday flower
arrangemcsits. This is an ongoing

monthly flower arrangement
workshop.

The December membership
meeting was held at 7:30 p.m. on
Dec. 16 at the home of member
Kathi Stern. Regular monthly
meetings will resume in January
at 7:30 p.m. at the North Edison
branch of the Public Library on
Grove Ave. in Edison. The Janu-
ary meeting will feature guest
speaker Raul P. Rodriguez of
Elijab’s Promise Culinary Arts
Training Center in New Bruns-

wick, who will hold a vegetable

carving workshop. Guests are
welcome.

Free Christmas Clinics at Grand Slam USA

Grand Slam USA, located on
OakTree Rd., will be holding three
free clinics on Sunday Dec. 20. The
clinics inchude baseball hitting, soft-
ball pitching and hockey:

The baseball clinic held from
10-11 a.m. will be directed by Pete
Albarano, former pro player and

. former Brooklyn College coach.
Ed will be explaining his philoso-
phies and proven techniques on
the art of hitting a baseball.

The softball clinic held from 11-
12 noon will feature Ed Carmich-
ael, who will give a unique and

refreshing approach to softball

pitching. Ed has tutored and in-
structed women of all ages on soft-
ball pitching for over 30 years in
the Plainfield Area.

e your orgunizuﬂon
d in events around
submit your. infor-
tion fo the Observer edi-
epariment at 530

dlesex, NJ 08846 or fax in-
formuﬁon ‘lo 732 &05-081 5

The hockey clinic, open to chil-

_dren ages 5:9, will take place from
12 to 1 p.m: ’ Adam Stio and his’
sstaff will guide youngstersand in-

troduce them to the game of
‘hockey: Shooting, skating, passing

and stick handling are all on the -

menu.
For more information'on any
of these clinics, call (908) 756-
4446 or visit their website at
www.splainfieldgrandslam.com.

Historical
Society Looks
To the Future

By William Tisthill 2

Although the Historical Soci-
ety’s purpose is to keep records of
the past about a town, they often
look toward proposed future
plans when they hold their
monthly meetings.

Michael Zushma, Borough
Code Enforcement Officer, was
the guest speaker at the South
Plainfield Historical Society’s re-
cent meeting. He spoke about the
new Borough Commercial Facadé
Improvement Program and what
is involved in its implementation.
He explained there are loans avail-
able up to $5,000. at 1% below
prime rate and up to $40,000 in
Community Development Grant
Funds have been committed for
individual grants. Columbia Sav-
ings Bank has committed
$5,000,000 in the form of low-
interest loans, with repayment
schedules up to seven years. Bro-
chures are available at Borough
Hall which explain in detail how
the program works. Drop in or
call Mr. Zushma for more infor-
mation.

Another issue of importance
discussed at the meeting was
transportation for Vocational
school students who have ‘been
working on the rail car. A snag has
come up over who is to furnish
the bus for this project. Right now
there is no bus, so no work is be-
ing done by the students. If an
individual or an organization
could supply a 25 seat bus and

. driver, with proper insurance, the
‘pro;cct could" get going nght
away. The students are scheduled
to work from 1 to 3 p.m. Tues-

school term. -
The paint has arrived and is in
safe storage, away from freezing

teraperatures, until Spring. There-

is a lot of other work that can be
done in the meantime.

days and Thursdays during thc.

By Kenneth Morgan

Right now you’re probably pre-
paring to cerebrate, or are already
celebrating, one or more of five
major holidays that fall around
now. Sure you’re busy, but please
take some time to read up on some
news from South Plamﬁcld Li-
brary:

The Library will close at 1:30
p-m. on Dec. 24, Christmas Eve
and Dec. 31, New Years Eve. We’ll
be closed all day on Dec. 25,
Christmas and Jan. 1, New Year’s
Day. We will be open on Dec. 26
and Jan. 2, however, we’ll be
closed the following Sundays,
Dec. 27 and Jan. 3.

Due to the closings, we’ll only
be having our Tuesday, 10:30 a.m.
and Wednesday 6:30 p.m.
storytime program for the next
two weeks. The Thursday pro-
gram, 1:15 p.m will return the
first week in January. All of these
programs are for children ages 3-
6. There’s also our children’s craft
program, for kids six and up, this
afternoon at 4. In addition Mon-
day through Wednesday; Dec. 28-
30, we'll be hosting a “Game Gang”
program. Kids of all ages can come
in and play the board games we’ll
have set up or bring in their own.
The Monday program runs from
11 a.m.-12 noon; the other two run
from 2-3 p.m. You have to reglster
for these programs.

Two of our charitable programs
are still running. The toy drive,
organized by ‘local Scout Eric

Toth, wilkbe collecting gifts until

tomorrow'\Meanwhﬂe the “Food
for Fines” program will be gath-
ering foodstuffs until Dec. 26.
Also, while we’re no longer ac-
cepting books for the “Books to
Keep” program, you can still make
a monetary donations at the main
desk. And to top it off, the Friends
of the Library are collecting used
candles, left over from your holi-

day celebrations, for recycling.

Speaking of the Friends, their
first meeting of 1999 will be held
on Tuesday, Jan. 5 at 7:30 p.m.
Everyone is invited to attend; re-
freshments will be served.

Ifyou’re frantically searching for
a last- or near-last minute holiday
gifts, the Library has two items
that might fill the bill. The afore-
mentioned Friends of the Library
are selling Book Lovers’ desk cal-
endars for $6.50 each and the Li-
brary still has South Plainfield
coverlets available for $45 each.

A brief end-of-year A/V note.
This group of Circuit videos will
be around until Dec. 28 and the
Circuit Books-On-Tape will be
available until Jan. 2. Both Circuits
will be back on the shelves ASAP.

Finally, a word about our new
furniture. We've already received
a lot of good feedback about it;
people think it looks nice and so
dowe. So, let’s try to keep it look-
ing nice for as long as possible,
shall we? Thanks in advance.

That just about closes out this
last Library column for 1998.
We’d like.to wish everyone a
happy and safe Holiday Season.
See you next year.

Oh, those Holidays are in or-
der of occurrence, Hanukkah,
Ramadan, Christmas, Kwanza
and New Year’s. Did we miss any?

AARP Chapter
4144 Meeting

The next meeting of Chapter

4144 will be Dec. 18, 12 noon@t...

the Willows. Entertained will be
by our own members.

Dinner and entertainment is
being pla‘.rmcd on March 22 at the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse Din-
ner Theater. The play “Catch Me
If You Can” will be featured. For
reservations and more informa-
tion call Lee at (732) 968-6613.
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101st Airborne Treelighting at McCriskin Home for Funerals

By Patricin Abbott

Reporter’s note: Sometimes a
story comes along and you find thar
you cannot put on the journalist’s
hat. The Story’ and those involved
touch you in such a way that re-
maining uninvolved and objective
seems impossible. The human touch
is contayyions and with this in mind,
1 give you my account of the majes-
tic memorial tree that proudly
stands in front of McCriskin Fu-
neval Home on Plainfield Avenue.

In December of 1985, Richard
and William McCriskin of
McCriskin Home For Funerals
decided to decorate the huge tree

which stands like a silent sentinel

on their frontlawn. It was the first
time the tree was to be adorned
for Christmas. On Dec. 12, 1985,
a plane carrying servicemen,
members of the 101st Airborne
Division, The Screaming Eagles,
crashed in Newfoundland, Cana-
da. Two hundred and forty eight
aboard were killed. The McCris-
kin Family, with ties to the mili-
tary and a deep respect for mili-
tary tradition, transformed the
decorating of a tree into a living
memorial for those who lost their
lives for our country. A plaque
was set beneath the tree dedicat-
ing it to the memory of those
American servicemen.

The servicemen were returning
home for the holidays from a
peace-keeping mission in the
Sinai Peninsula. The plane

crashed in Gander, Newfound-.

land. While never official, me-
chanical malfunction was the rea-
son given for the tragedy. It is
considered the eighth worst avia-
tion disaster in history.

The towering tree, bearing
13,000 white lights is lit on
Dec.12 of each year. A memorial
service is held on the lawn of
McCriskin’s prior to the lighting.
The ceremony brings veterans
and their families to the site, of-
ten in bitter cold, to honor the
fallen Eagles.

In 1985 Richard and William
McCriskin never thought that
their gesture would become so far
reaching or that an ever-expand-

‘ing group of veterans and resi-

dents would make an annual
homage to pay tribute to:the fal-

len Americans. The small plaque |

carries a big message.

That tradition continued this
year on Saturday, Dec. 12. At 11
a.m. under a bright December
sky, people once again gathered
before the stately tree to pay trib-
ute to the Screaming Eagles. In
attendance were members of the
101st Airborne Division Associa-
tion and members of General An-
thony C. McAuliffe, New York/
New Jersey chapter. The somber
ceremony was attended by Mayor
Dan Gallagher and Councilman
Ray Petronko, as well as many
local veterans. The focal point is
a plaque set at the base of the tree.
Behind the plaque stood a pair of
boots that glistened in the sun-
light and rising’from the boots
was a rifle topped with a combat

. helmet. Off to either side were
“flags; the flag of the United States

and the 101st Airborne Division
flag. The brief ceremony recalled

the tragedy and reminded those
who were non-military of what
our servicemen and woman do
for us. The vets needed no re-
minding — the ceremony was an-
other brick cementing the bond
of veterans who gave so much for
our country. The morning was
highlighted with- the placing of
the wreath before the plaque, a

‘'wailing bagpipe added a bitter-

sweet, eerie sound reminiscent of

ancient battlefields. It somehow
seemed appropriate to hear the
everyday street sounds punctu-
ated with the staccato sounds of
the rifles as they offered their sa-
lute. At night the 13,000 lights
become a beacon in the dark: Vis-
ible for quite a distance, the tiny
lights shine like stars, each twin-
kling in memory of the 101st Air-
borne-Screaming Eagles.

Veterans Want Their Fallen

By Patricin Abbott:
The huge fir tree in front of
McCriskin’s Home for Funerals
was ablaze with lights, visible

“even in the morning 'sun. Private

memories and silent prayers filled
the winter air and the memorial

In. Only $110,000.

IMMACULATE 5 ROOM COTTAGE -Large Cou-
try Kitchen, 2 Car Detached Garage, Move Right

school

RGE RC, 2 baths, fireplaces, close to
~ ASKING $159,900

‘PARK AVE. OFFICE, stores, 3 apartments, excel-
lent income. Ideal for dentist, lawyer, doctor, fct.

LOVELY 3 BEDROOM RANCH—hardwood floors,
deck, ‘home warranty’...$144,900

Wayne Grennier
Metuchen Office
(732) 906-8200
EVES: (908) 755-8565
PAGER: 888-346-1314

Linda Shaffer-
Ciardiello

732-906-8200

METUCHEN OFFICE
640 Middlesex Ave.
Metuchen, NJ 08840

FAX: (732) 906-8109

We are ][u//-time Weichert Agents
Proudly, Marketing and Selling Homes in South Plainfield
Thank You For Your Support!

Realtors P2

We Sell More Because We Do =

Metuchen Office
(732) 906-8200
PAGER: (732) 478-9261

Rick Mc Elhiney
BROKER/SALES REPRESENTATIVE
Metuchen Office
(732) 906-8200
EVES: (732) 248-0952

WEICHERT
‘ONE STOP-
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Comrades Remembered

ceremony paying tribute to the
fallen members of the 101st Air-
borne Division was complete. But
the camaraderie was just begin-

‘ning; After the memorial service,

McCriskin’s sponsored a lunch-
eon for those in attendance. The

'social event is alternated annually

between the American Legion

'Post 243 and the Veterans of For-

elgn Wars Memorxal Post 6763.
Among those in attendance ‘were
members of the 101st Airborne
Division Association-New York/

‘New Jersey Chapter. The room

was filled with overheard shards
of military jargon and personal
tales intermingled with an enjoy-
able meal.

President Vincent Vicari of
101st Airborne Division Associa-
tion, General Anthony C. McAu-
liffe New York/ New Jersey Chap-
ter seemed content with his
friends, new and old. In the pleas-
ant confines of the small room,
he laughingly joked about the
coasters on the chairs, they.had a
habit of rolling away as one pre-
pared to be seated. He expressed
dismay at the lack of material re-
lating to America’s war times
taught in the public schools. A
young teen seated at his table
agreed that the schools do not
cover the wars in any detail or in
some cases not at all. The young
boy admitted that he had little
knowledge of WWII other than
what he was told about his gra,nd-
father. ;

It was generally acknowledged
by many that this is-common
throughout the country. The prac-
tice deprived today’s youths of
fully understanding the role of the
U.S. Armed Forces — that free-
dom isp’t free. It costs a terrible
price in lives, even for.those who
live through it. That’s why. his-
tory is important.

A mention of Franklin Elemen-
tary School’s Annual Veterans
Day program provided nods of
approval. During the course of
the meal Mr. Vicari became more
serious as-he discussed the évent
that had brought the eclectic
group of veterans and civilians
together. He spoke of an associ-
ate member, a woman whose son
was ‘aboard the plane on'that

continned on page 16
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American Education Week

: “At the desk where | sit, | have learned
B MasCras one great truth. The answer for all our
national problems — the answer for all the
problems of the world — comes down to a
single word. That word is education.”
—Lynpon B.JOHNSON

and Kelly Panuzzo

President John-
son’s sentiment ech-
oed through the
halls of South Plain-
field Middle School
in November as the children w were
taught to “Think and Dream”
during American Education
Week. This theme was celebrated
in many unique ways throughout
the building. It began with the
faculty and staff, who proudly
wore buttons with an American
Education Week logo. A banner
displayed in the main entrance an-
nounced “S.P.M.S.- Celebrates
American Education Week”. Also
in the main foyer there was a
poster saying “Hello” in 50 lan-
guages. Throughout the sixth
grade hallway, display cases were
devoted to the work of students
from all areas of the curriculum.

Several bulletin boards also rep-
resented the “Think and Dream”
theme. Ms. LaSalvia created a
bulletin board outside the main
office which displayed on a large’
map where the Middle School
staff learned to think and dream
themselves. Many colleges in the
tri-state area were represented;
however, some were as far away
as the Universidad de Salamanca
in Spain, Colorado State Univer-
sity and Prairie View University.
A second bulletin board by the
gym explained how the Student
Council was collecting pencils and
supplies for South African chil-
dren. Mrs. Shrank also helped
make some dreams come true by
coordinating a summer clothing
drive for Central America.

The thinking and dreaming
didn’t stop in the hallways of the
South Plainfield Middle School.
It continued across the curricu-
lum and in every classroom. In
Mrs. Port’s Reading classes, they
discussed setting goals and future
aspirations. The students then
wrote a journal entry in which
they set goals and devised a plan
for attaining them. Correspond-
ing; with The Outsiders, Ms.
Panuzzo’s seventh grade reading
class discussed positive and effec-
tive conflict resolution methods.
Mrs. Reebe’s students designed a
car of the future after reading
“Nation on Wheels” in Strides.
While reading Cheaper by the
Dozen, Mrs. Wolpert’s seventh
graders attempted to better un-
derstand the life, family, and cus-
toms of the 1920s.

In Language Arts class, Mis.

y R

N

Mikaclian’s sixth graders read a

poem entitled “What If” by Shel

Silverstein. Then they wrote their
own versions of this poem. Mrs.
Reebe’s Language Arts students
pretended to be in a time machine
that traveled 5, 10, 15, or 20 years
into the future. Once there, they
had to describe where and how they
were living. The English-as a Sec-
ond Language students wrote Epata-
graphs comparing and contrasnng
their current American education
to the education they received in
their native countries. Ms. Boyle’s
class learned all life skills, such as
counting money, consumer shop-
ping, telling time, and reading and
writing current events.

Can you imagine going on a
mock space mission to intercept
Comet Haley? If you’re an eighth
grader in Mrs. Hartshorn’s or
Mrs. Porzio’s classes, you can be-
cause they did just that! On a field
trip to Buehler Science Center, the

(((((

students were intro-
duced to space tra-
vel by spending time
in both the space
craft and as mission
control. Through
discussions, charts,
graphs, writing and
viewing programs, Mr. Kavka’s
seventh graders studied the com-
plex ecosystem of Indian tigers,
as well as the influence India’s riv-
ers have on the wildlife and
people.

Seventh grade geography stu-
dents are thinking and dreaming
about competing in the National
Geography Competition: Prelimi-
nary rounds were,

in the grade level and champion-
ship rounds. Mrs. Cocco’s sixth
graders celebrated Geography T=
shirt day by wearing a shirt that
was purchased in a distant place.
Each T-shirt model was then
asked to locate the city or coun-
try on a map and briefly explain
about the people and culture.
Mrs. Florio’s students are study-
ing Egyptian life, government
and schools. In Mrs. Wilson’s
math class, they learned to count
in Egyptian.

Sick and tired of being
sick and tired?

..IRY CHIROPRACTIC!

The drug-free alternative to better health.

Dr. Anthony J. DeCosta

Family Practice of Chiropractic

129 South Plainfield Avenue
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

Serving the area for over 20 years.

* (908) 755-1117
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Start your ear
from your home
or office !

REMOTE START

AUTO CLEANING & DETAILING A ACCESSORY SHOWROOM

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

WITH KEYLESS EN-

Aceessories

r
1
1
1
1
i
1
1
1
: VISA 908-561-3202
i

I

B

Auto & Truck

1401 NEW MARKET AVE
SOUTH PLAINFIELD
open everyday except Sun & Tues

‘TRY ONLY $200
ALARMS
TINTING
WHEELS

TAKE 10% OFF ANY
PURCHASE OF $150 OR
MORE NOW THRU 12-31-98

W/C

dy held, -
and the winners will' participate |

How big would your bedroom
be if you could design your own
dream house? Mr. Mosca’s me-
chanical drawing students an-
swered that question when they
created a floor plan for their
dream house. They also discussed
associated careers.and job dppor-

tunities after high school while ex-

periencing “hands on” use of me-
chanical equipment. Ms. Scarpul-
Ia’s classes gained practical expo-
sure to the Internet, and its many
uses. Eighth graders designed fig-
ures reflecting various nationali-
ties and heritages with Mrs.

merican Education

Week was celebrated by
all the Middle School through
many unique activitics. -
American Education Week
may be over now, but the
thinking and dreaming .
continues every day at S.PM.S.

Kardos in art. These multicultural
figures were presented with post-
ers, and ethnic food, music and
clothing. In health class, Mrs.
Slinger’s students read “The Boy
Who Talked with Dolphins” from
the popular Chicken Soup for the
story expresses the thoughts of a
young.man who overcame ob-
stacles to succeed. A similar
theme was studiéd in Mrs. Younk-
em’s classes through the opera Porgy
and Bess. This piece depicts the
hopes and dreams of poor African
Americans in Charleston, S.C.

L

VW

WE C

THE SOUTH PLAINFIELD
'EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

(Teachers, Secretaries and Aides)

extends best wishes for a happy, healthy
and peaceful Holiday Season
to our students, their parents, and the
South Plainfield community.

THE SPEA ;
E ABOUT YOUR KIDS
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Regular price is
Conversion Vans, Black Vehicles, & Trucks with caps excluded.

Interior, Engine Compartment, Glass,

$1409. 95

ires, and

Whesls are Professionally Cleaned & Treated. Exterior
Cleaned-Polished and Wax Finished.

Satisfaction Guaramsed'

‘ ”MON DAY ONLY” $’ 20th coupon only, until 12-31-98.
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Wish Tree i Jlace af Middle School

. By Joanne Haus
Student Council Advisor
s the holiday season descended upon the Middle

School, the spirit of giving was quite evident. The
tudent Council transformed this year’s holiday
tree into a “Wish Tree” (giving tree). Ornaments were made
under the direction of Mr. Aiello in the metal shop by many of
™ the students. Fach ornament was placed on the tree with a gift
suggestion on the back. Students selected an ornament and
returned it with that particular gift with the hope that it would
help to make someone’s holiday a little bit nicer. Gifts were
distributed to families in South Plainfield.
The Student Council would also like thank the students and
staff who_contributed to the holiday cleaning and paper prod-

Pictured above are Sherbans ownefs Peter Ganiaris an
John Stellakis with Pam Michelle and Mary Ann Schany,

g deve bR ey who hosted the Business Association Christmas lunch.
R T i ‘Sherbans also hosts their monthly meeting on the third
#%  The student council also sponsored a Holiday Door Deco- Thursday of every month. Below is Robert Longo new
rating Contest in December before the winter break. The con- president of the Business Association receives the gavel

from outgoing president Paulette Giroux.

“ Y ’ﬁ%/m P

. test helped everyone get into the spirit of things as the halls

were gaily adorned around the school. Students and staff mem-

bers helped to make this idea a success. In fact some classes are

already thinking of ideas for next year!

Special thanks to the PTA for judging the contest for us.
The Middle School student council advisors are Joanne Haus,
ki and Mickey S

 Donna Tierney, John Li

The pictured-above are some of the
cooks at the annual Elks Holiday
Breakfast. The children also had an
opportunity to visit with Santa.

Below is the ‘Wish Tree’ at the Library.
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A Heavenly Country Store Details - McCriskin Home Services Plus
732-494-7711 ‘ 908-561-3202 For Funerals 908-755-5060
Aiello Chiropractic Center Dollar Depot 908-561-8000 Sherban’s Restaurant
908-755-2289 908-668-8839 Mohn’s Flowers & ~  908-755-7427
Carpet Bazaar Dynasty Kitchen e 2Rl e Starr Radiator Service
908-755-7600 908-754-8988 : h : '& : 908-561-6263
Carousel Hair Salon Freihofer’'s Ischwitz & Co. : o
908-668-8397 908-753-1526 908-756-0947 ;‘g;cgelf;'gﬁ
Conroy Funeral Home Paul W. Grrenda Our Lady of nity
93{8-756-2800 908-769-8602 Czestochowa L e
e o 807 Hamilton Bivd. 908-755-7696
ookies Bake olly Par 0 :
139.452:1010 9085617227~ Sacred Heart Church  Weichert Realtors
908-755-2444 149 So. Plainfield Ave. ~ Metuchen

~ Jay Bees Sport Inc. i 732-906-8200
Dr. Anthony J. DeCosta  908-753-8112 Sal’s Spirit Shoppe '

908-755-1117 791-9463 Weichert Realtors
: Warren
908-757-7780
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Seated left to right are Mohamed Shiliwala, Matthew LaSpata,

Thais Petrocelli and Judy Wang; standing are Daniel LaSpata,
Rochelle Dimacje, Chiemeka Ejiochi, Amy Glowacki, Lisa
Sepkowski, Dimple Patel and Matthew Wojcik. Not pictured is

Sandra Reedy.

Edward J. Bloustein
Distinguished Scholars

Edward J. Bloustein Distin-
guished Scholars are congratu-
lated by High School Principal
Anthony Massaro and Guidance
Department Team Leader Melin-
da Lally. The highest achieving
students were selected as Edward
J. Bloustein Distinguished Schol-
ars. These students placed in the
top 20% of their classes and have

2 minimum combined SAT score
of 1260 or are ranked first, sec-
ond or third in their class as of
the end of their junior year. The

Distinguished Scholars Program .

provides (without regard to finan-
cial need) a $1,000 annual schol-
arship for up to four years of un-
dergraduate study at a New Jer-
sey college or university.

Sacred Heart Announces
Principal’s List, Honor Roll

Sacred Heart School is happy
to announce their honor listings
for the first marking period of the
1998-99 school year.

Students earning all A’s on their
report cards were named to the
Prmc1pal s List.

"Their names are: Grade 1A,
Alfonse Muglia, Jessica Napoh-
tan, Adrianne Novak, Sean
Piersanti and Sarah Rusk.

- Grade 2B, Taylor Boosmann,
Sarah Crane, Lauren David,
Jacqueline Dougherty, Gloria
Lobato Michael Muglia and
Kathryn Paterek.

Grade 3B, Kristen Partesi.

Grade 4A and 4B, Kristen
Ciandella, Samantha Crane, Erica
Palma and Daniel Schiavo.

Grade 5A, Juliet Fryszczyn,
William McCall, Jr., Adam Pruss,
Diane Romano, Lauren Sprott
and Paigja Spruill.

Grade 5B, Julia Dougherty,
Robyn Douglas and Daniel
Russo.

Grade 6A and 6B, Courteny
Ervin, Allison Peitruszki and
Jenna Zielinski.

Grade 7A, Kristina Latonio,
Marsia Palma, Saniqua Pitt and
Valerie Rojas.

Grade 8A and 8B, Margaret _

Monroe and Vanessa Grant
Students earning all A’s and B’s

on their report cards were named _
to the Honor Roll Their names .

are: :
Grade 1A—Alexandra Fee,
Joshua Howard, Daniel Lang,
Brielle Macellara, Nicholas Mon-
tuori, Aaron Pinkard, Zachary
Sikanowic and Samantha Vella.

Grade 1B—TJayson Bolton,
Nicole McDonough, Kaitlin
Muglia, Richard Ortegon, Ryan
Ricarte, Jonathan Saravia and
Arianna Sullivan.

Grade 2A—TJanies Abney,
Daphne Aguinaldo, Aedan
Bayona, Alexsandra Grant, Alice
Hsich, Allyson -Paterek, Kaitlyn

Continued on page 15
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| participate in all of our sports

1 JV team will have a hard act to

QBlerban s (Restaurant

Diner * Restaurant * Banqguets & Parties
222 Front Street, South Plainfield, NJ
(908) 755-7427

Banquet Buffet
Breakfast

Minimum 50 People

90 e

French Toast — Scrambled
Eggs — Pancakes — Ham —
Bacon — Sausage — Butter —
Toast — Jelly — Orange Juice
— Tomato Juice — Coffee

13 95 person

(plus NJ Sales Tax
& Service Charge 17%)

Continental Dining in a
Most Elegant Atmosphere
Seating Capacity: 400
Private Parly Facilities for 25-150 Guests
Daily Specials

How Do You Get High School

How do you inspire high
school students to strive for good
citizenship? Offer them a Gold
Card! The Gold Card is an incen-
tive program, introduced to the
high school administration by
South Plainfield Vision 2000
Education Foundation. After
studying the programs success in
other districts, the Gold Card pro-

- gram was 1mplcmentcd at South

Plainfield High School in 1995.

The Gold Card is an incentive

News firom
Sacred Heart

School

By Margaret Monroe
(Magaret Monroe is one of sev-
eral Sacred Hemrt students who
will be writing columns of school
news for the The Observer.)

On Wednesday, Nov. 25, Sa-
cred Heart School held its an-
nual Pep Rally to kick-off the
1998-99 athletic season. Ap-
proximately 200 boys and girls

activities, which include basket-
ball, cheerleading, track and
girls softball.

This year, for the first time, we
have a third and fourth grade girls
basketball team as well as a third
and fourth grade boys basketball
team. In previous years, our
“freshman” basketball squad has
been co-ed, but due to tremen-
dous interest, two teams were es-
.tablished this year. The fifth and
sixth grade boys and girls play on
the Junior Varsity team. The girls

follow as last year’s team finished
the season undefeated in their
league. The seventh and eighth
grade boys and girls Varsity
teams are also ready for the new
season. All of our basketball
teams compete in the Diocese of]
Metuchen Catholic Youth Orga-
nization league. Our season offi-
cially began on Saturday; Dec. 12.

Cheering the basketball
teams on were our enthusiastic
cheerleaders. From our young-
est Junior J.V. cheerleaders
(third and fourth graders) to
our J.V. cheerleaders (fifth and
sixth graders) and Varsity girls
(seventh and eighth graders), all
of our teams were met with
rousing cheers.

The entire school, as well as
many parents, attend our yearly
pep rally. For our Pre-K class,
it was a new experience, and al-
‘though at first they secemed
overwhelmed, they quickly
joined in the cheering as loudly
as the rest of the school.

Before the Pep Rally began,
Father Michael McGuire, our
Pastor, led the student body in
prayer for a safe and injury free
season.

Father McGuire also picked
the winners of the Raffle Fund-
raiser sponsored by the Home &
School Association. The lucky
winners of the $3,000 travel cer-
tificate were Mr. & Mrs. Steven
Landry. The second prize, a
$2,000 Fortunoff’s gift certificate,
was won by Mr. Ben Salvatore,
and the third place prize of a
$1,000 A&P gift certificate was

Congratulations to raffle winners
and good luck to our basketball
teams and cheerleading squads!

program that rewards students who
achieve a 3.0 grade point average.
The card entitles students to dis-
counts at a variety of businesses
throughout town, free admission
to school sporting events as well
as the chance to enter a raffle for
free yearbooks and prom tickets.
The card is good for one mark-
ing period. The students must
then reapply if they meet the re-
quirements. To qualify for a Gold
Card students must attain a 3.0

Students to Strive for Good Grades?

GPA, be involved in two extra cur-
ricular activities, and be without
unexcused absences or tardies.
In 1995, first Gold Card recipi-
ents numbered 90 students. To-
day that number has jumped to
include closer to 200 Gold Card
recipients. Gold Card holder
Melinda Lawson said, “It is a
good program. It gives students
something to strive for. They
work for the grades and will be
rewarded with the gold card.”

Brad Tierney, Juliette Folocco, Rania Younes, Paul Israel receive
Gold Cards from Assistant Principal Helen Gottlieb.

Union Carbide Awards
Middle School $3,000 Grant

The South Plainfield Middle
School received a $3,000 grant
for its R.A.R.E.: S.PE.A.CH.
program from Union Carbide

~ Corporation. Mr. Pat Cornell, fa-

ther of seventh grader Ryan
Cornell, is employed by Union
Carbide and was the initiator of

the grant application.

The staff and students of thc
Middle School extend their appre-
ciation to Mr. Cornell for his ef-
forts on their behalf and Union
Carbide Corporation for its in-
valuable support of diversity.

won by Mr. and Mrs. Tom Daley. |

Front row left to right are Pat Cornell of Union Carbide, Milton
Bravo, Chinedum Okparaeke, Danielle Larisch, and James
Nguyen, all eighth graders; back row are Robert Doggett, Middle
School Principal; Phyllis Savage, Middle School Assistant
Principal, and R.A.R.E.: S.P.E.A.C.H. Advisor.

755-7696

 elit healthful benefits !
Tdday’s modern pharmacy with ol ashioned values

* Free Delivery

* We Accept Most Major Medical Plans
 Hospice Care & Home Healthcare Needs
« Diabetic Counseling & Supplies
« Direct medicare billing for medical goods and equipment.
. Hallmark Cards and Gifts
Come and See for Yourself!

Tiwin City wishes you
and yours a Happy &
Ilmlrlyr Holiday Season!
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The South Plainfield Recre-
ation Youth Basketball Program
kicked off Saturday, Dec. 5 with
50 teams, 420 girls and boys
ages seven to 14 years. Games
are played at the Middle School
and the PAL.

A LEAGUE STANDINGS
! AGES 13-14
So. Garolina 2 0
Maryland 2 0
Texas 1 0
No. Carolina 1 1
Tennesse 1 1
Georgia 1 1
Kentucky 0 1
EER) 0 2
Florida 0 2
Florida 31
Georgia iyl

High scorers—Fla: Chris Fortunka-13,
Jessica Irber-6 and Melissa Scotto-4; Ga:
Jason Basile-18, Mike Wieczorek-8, Phil
Derosa-6 and Tim Keller-4.

| by 22

Maryland 42

High scorers—L.S.U: Kevin Joshi-8,
Chris Catalfano-4, Chris Baroon-4, Mike
Espin-4; Md: Anthony Vitelli-7, Metthew
Peloguin-6 and Erica Parks-5.

North Carolina 40

South Carolina 42

- High scorers—NC: Ulysses Russell-30,
Nick Green-4 and John Buggey-4; SC:
Joe Dezmin-17, Jeff McKnight-6, Victor
Essien-6 and Terrence Austin-5.
Kentucky 9

Tennessee 37

High scorers—Ky: Robert Merkler-11;
Tenn: Christine Stani-19, Marcellus
Abrams-8, Jim Stoekel-7 and Ryan
Mack-6.

Tennessee 30

No. Carolina 37

High scorers—Tenn: Jonathan Ereder-
icks-12, Jim Stoekel-4, Tom Cupido-4
-and Marcellus Abrams-4; NC: Ulysses
Russell-24, Mike Jaghab-6 and Tom
Haus-4.

So. Carolina 53

LS.U 31

High scorers—SC: Shannon Horvath-
15, Joe Dexmin-10, Terrence Austin-8
and Stephen Janiszak-6; L.S.U. Mike
Espin-9, James Ales-5 and Chrls

Catalfami-5.
Maryland 52
Florida 18

High scorers—Md: Anthony Vitelli-18,
Aaron Parks-12 and Matthew Peloguin-
8: Fla: Jessica Irber-6, Chris Fortunka-5
and Alex Ferraris-4.

Georgia 21

Texas 30

High scorers—Ga: Jason Basile-12 and
Lee Stellakis-4; Tx: Francisco Guevara-
15 and Chris Sanchez-4.

é§
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Michigan
Rutgers
Pittsburgh
llinois
Notre Dame
Syracuse
Seton Hall
Kansas
UC.LA.
Arizona
Kentucky
Georgetown
Ohio State

LA T N el o I o e o)

i)
Michigan 42
Kansas 24
High scorers—Mich: Chris Bakazan-20,
Nicholas Jefferys-10, David Miglis-6, and
David Acevedo-4; Kan: William Merkler-
16, Eddie Kania-4.
NotreDame 41
Ohio State 34
High scorers—ND: David Cacmatore 12,
Galen Johnson-11, Amanda Fugate-10
and Douglas Dietzold-ﬁ; Ohio: James
Charneco-18, Mike Downes-6 and Rob-
ert Yuill-4.
Syracuse 1 LAl
lllionois 30
High scorers—Syracuse: Andrew Cu-
pido-8, Kyle Kazimir-4 and Steven
Minccevich-4; lil: Andre Scott-10, Daniel

Amdt-8, Alan Dummett-4 and Catlin Eng-
lish-4.

Rutgers 36

Georgetown 32

High scorers—Rutgers: Brian Cantor-16
and Dane Miyasato-12; Georgetown: Nick
Cesare-14, Nicholas Grego-6, Terry
Paschall-4 and Jeff Toolan-4.

Seton Hall .30

Kentucky 12

High scorers—SH: Andrew Miller-8, Daniiel
Laveme-8, Erik Vesper-4 and Chris Bojarski-
4; Ky: Amanda Rastelli-4 and Jasen Ortiz-
4

U.CLA. 23
Pittsburgh 31
High scorers—U.C.L.A.: Allan Mazurak-

11, Joseph Teller-6 and Chris Czaplinski- |

4; Pitts: Chris McKnight-15, Chris Horn-
9, Michael Salerno-4 and Adam Bianchi-
4.

Pittshurgh 42

Sefon Hall 38

High scorers—Pittshurg: Chris McKnight-
16, Chris Hom-16 and Michael Salemno-
8; Seton Hall: Andrew Miller-14; Kevin Gra-
ham-8, Daniel Laverne-6 and Erik Vesper-
4

Kentucky 18
Rutgers 24
High scorers—Ky: Jasen Ortiz-8, John
Okuszki-4 and Nicholas Bukovec-4;
Rutgers: Jeff Pollin-8, Brian Cantor-8 and

Dane Miyasto-6.
Georgetown 20
Syracuse 29

" High scorers—Georgetown: Nick Cesare-

6 and Garrett Linczyk-6; Syracuse: Greg
Garbowsky-9, Andrew Cupido-10, Kyle
Kazimir-6 and Jonathan Donahue-4.
lllinois 26

Notre Dame 17 :
High scorers—IIl: Andre Scott*12, Danielle
Amdt-8 and' Ankit Patel-6; ND: Michael
Hanley-4 and Douglas Dietzold-3.

Ohio State 32

Michigan 35

High scorers—Ohio: Michael Downes—
19 and James Garneco-11; Mich: David
Acevedo-16, Chris Bakazan 11, Danjel
Piwowar-4 and Nlcholas Jefferys-4
Kansas 9

Arizona 18
Highscorers—Kansas: WiliamMerker-9 and
Vincent Velez-8; Arizona: Brian Acrin-18.

C LEAGUE STANDINGS

AGES 8-10

Kings.” A 0
Traflblazers 2 0
Spurs 2 0
Grizzlies 2 0
Warriors 2 0

Mavericks 1 1
Nuggets 1 1
Suns 1 1
Hawks 1 1
Supersonics 0 2
Wizards 0 2
Rockets 0 %
Bucks 0 2
Cavaliers 0 2
C LEAGUE RESULTS-DEC. 5

Kings 33

Mavericks . 28

High scorers—Kings: Michael Stallone-
20 and Danny McCreesh-10; Mav:
Samantha Horvath-4.

Trailblazers 35

Hawks 10

High scorers—Trail Blazers: Matthew
Fatino-14, Erika Blaszak-10 and Daniel
Ramos; Hawks: Joey Denitzio-6.
Nuggets 40

Bucks 36

High scorers—Nuggets: Kevin Sie-
denberg-28, Chris Weakly-6 and Nicho-
las Desmone-6; Bucks: Keith Dezmin-26
and Nick Baldasarre-4.

Supersonics 20

Suns 29

High scorers—Supersonics: Samuel
Martin-10 and Kelly Downes-4; Suns:
Stephen Richard-8, Tommy Smith-8, An-
thony Petriello-4 and Alexander Ramos-
4

Spurs 26

Cavaliers 13

High scorers—Spurs: Joseph DeFalco-
10, Matthew Jeglinski-6, Tiffany-Roth-4
and Ryan Curtis 4; Cavaliers: Robert
Strani-7.

Wizards 17

Warriors - 28 ;

High scorers—Wizards: Bennie Gibson-
7 and Kyle Matthews-4; Warriors: Bill Daly-
12 and Brett Morris-8. -

Grizzlies 42

Rockets 16

High scorers—Grizzlies: Kyle Lendach-
19, Stephen Dyorak-11, Andrew Pinto-6
and Kevin Cantor-4; Rockets: Marshal
Patel-6.

Suns CETE Ay
Hawks g

High scorers—Suns: Stephen Richard-
6, Alex Ramos-4 and Tommy. Smith-4;
Hawks: Jonathan 0°Conner-10 and Joey
Denitzio-4. ;

Mavericks 34

Wizards 28

High scorers—Mavericks: Mike Piazza-
16, Jonathan Guirguia-8, Samantha
Horvath-4 and Bryan Wagner-4; Wizards:
Bennie Gibson-12, Kyle Mathews-6 and

‘A l@l)’ lniguie Store”

Ao

FI\hL Angel Pin
Wwith ary pumhuu

The Seraphim Classics™ Collection

il Country Store

1 |eCandy and food items and whole lot more!

2125 Oakiree Rd.
(Between Park Ave. & New Dover Rd.)

rom Roman,732-494-7 71 1

* Boyd’s Bears ¢ Collectibles
*Gifts for all occasions

. OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-8pm
Sat 9am-6pm * Sun 10-6pm
Christmas Eve 9am-5pm

e Edison, NJ

791-9463

1645 Park Avenue

South Plainfield

alls Spirit Shoppe

COLD BEER, FINE WINES & SPIRITS

Delivery. Available » Special Orders & Requests
Volume Wine Discounts
FAX Orders, 908-791-1566

 Bulls

Zack Famula-6.

Grizzlies 28

Nuggets 26

High scorers—Grizzlies: Kyle Lendach-
14, Andrew Pinto-6 and Stephen Dvorak-

. 6; Nuggets: Kevin Siedenburg-12 and

Nicholas Desimong-6.

Rockets 19

Spurs 29

High scorers—Raockets: Zachary Gray-14;
Spurs: Justin Kelly-8, Justin Basilone-7,
Matthew Jeglinski-4 and Ryan Curns 4.
-Warriors 28

Supersonics 21

High scorers—Warriors: Chris Collin-18,
Brett Morris-4 and Bill Daly-4; Superson-
ics: Kelly Downes-5, Bill Hodge-4 and Scott

Hartje-4.
Bucks 21
Trail Blazers 22

High scorers—Bucks: Keith Dezmin-13
and Nick Baldasarre-4; Trail Blazers: Lacey
Santone-8 and Matthew Fabino-6.
Cavaliers 20

Kings 32

High scorers—Cavaliers: Robert Stranni-
16; Kings: Danny McCresh-12 and Chris
Stallone-8.

E

Raptors
Homets
Magic
Knicks
Nets
Jazz
Timber Wolfs
76ers
Clippers
Pistons
Celtics
Lakers
Heat
Pistons
Lakers

3 oooaooo—n—n—i—n—&mmmME
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Knicks 22
Clippers 16..

High scorers—Knicks: Aaron anht -10, |

Chris Ascencio-4 and Brian Hanley-4; Clip-
pers: Ryan Buriting-10 and Brian Fabino-4.
Nets 26

Heat 6- ! m
High scorers—Nets: Joey Grennier-6,
Kyle Quail-4, Bob Harrington-4 and Bran-

don UIIom-4 Heat: Troy Russell-2, Doug-

las Avery-2 and Ashley Sacks-2. -
Bulls 30
7Gers i 22

Sacred Heart
Church

149 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ

Very Rev. Michael A.
McGuire, Pastor

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Eveniing Mass 5:45 p.m.

High scorers—Bulls: Grey Coppi-12, Greg
WAtts-10 and Scott Barton-8; 76ers: An-
drew Gray-18 and Jonathan Marcoux-4.
Celtics 18

Magic 24

High scorers—Celtics: Jordan Petriello-
6, Rocco Petriello-6 and Kyle Darr-4;
Magic: Brad Martin-18 and Jonathan
Cursi-4.

Jazz 12
Hornets 26
High scorers—Jazz: Matthew Seider-8;
Hormets: Jalil Williams-14, John Crist-6
and Jose Carneco-4.

Pistons

Raptors 22

High scorers—Pistons: David Alston-6;
Raptors: Danny Espin-8, Blaire Houston-
6 and Jimmy Cos-4.

Lakers 18

‘

_Timberwolfes 20

High scorers—L.akers: Chris Deolivera-
14 and Brendan O0’Shea-4; Timberwolfes:
Winnie Padula-11.

Magic 12

Heat 4

High scorers—Brad Martin-6.
Clippers

Pistons 26

High scorers—Clippers: Ryan Bunting-
8, Peter Adoma-8, Andrew Onriska-6 and
Brian Fabino-4; Pistons: David Alston-18
and Steven Wieczorek-6. Tied after over-
time. >
Lakers 32

Bulls 40

High scorers—Lakers: Brendan 0'Shea-
12, Chris Deolivera-10, Chris Hartje-6 and

Sohan Gupte-4.
Timberwolfs 12
Jazz : 18

‘High scorers—Timber Wolfs: Raymond

Lee-4; Jazz Maithew Seider-8, Anthony
Simone-6 and Kevin Reviello-4.

Raptors 36

Celtics 24 b
High scorers—Raptors:Danny Espin-12,
Blaire Houston-8, Robbie Haffman-6 and
Steven Kelly-4; Celtics: Kyle Darr-8, Jor-
dan Petriello-6; Kyle: McMahon-4- and
Chris Pennisi-4.

76ers . O

Nets y 12

High scorers—76ers: Andrew Gray-14,
Jonath Marcoux-4; Nets: Kyle Quail-4.
Hornets 16

Knicks :

High scorers—Hormets: Jalil Wllhams 6,

John Christ-4 and Jose Charneco-4.

Sunday 7:45, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. and 12 Noon

Weekdays 9:00 a.m. (church)

Monday Eve. Mass with Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers 7 p.m.
Holy Days 7 p.m. (Vigil); 7,9 am., 12:10 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciligtion

Saturday 11 am.- 12 oon, 5:15 -5:45 pt.

and after 5:45 p.m. Vigil Mass

Proudly
- Living
— Marketing
— Selling Homes

in South Plainfield
for many years.

Bob Kupcho
MILLION DOLLAR SALES CLUB

OFFICE: 908-757-7780
EVENING: 908-753-9799
PAGER: 732-569-4879

LSen/ing Middlesex, Essex, Union, Somerset, Hunterdon & Warren Counties -
‘ J

Weichert,
Realtors’
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Twin City Pharmacy/SPASA Holiday
Basketball Tournament Results

By William Beegle

The Twin City Pharmacy/
South Plainfield Alliance for Sub-
stance Awareness Holiday Basket-
ball Tournament was a great suc-
cess again this year. The seventh
annual event featured boys and
girls teams from Dunellen, East
Brunswick, Sacred Heart and
South Plainfield. The purpose of
the tournament was two-fold: to
provide a quality, healthy, athletic
event and to disseminate informa-
tion regarding the dangers of
smoking, drinking, the use of
controlled dangerous substances
and steroids. High School Student
Assistance Counselor Tom Baker,
Eelementary Student Assistance
Counselor Diane Mandel and
Middle School Assistant Principal
Bill Beegle, presented a video on
substance awareness and led a dis-
cussion on the dangers of student
athletes abusing drugs and smok-
ing. Mr. Baker stressed that nico-
tine in cigarettes is ten times more
addictive than cocaine. He indi-
cated “The best thing to do about
smoking is don’t start.”

Volunteers and Alliance Board
of Directors who helped make the
tournament a success were Tom

Cassio, owner of Twin City Phar- |
macy; Gail Dougherty, Police Ju- '

venile Department Social Worker;
DARE Officers Al LaMonda and
Joe Pappa; Cherl Fox, high school
guidance ¢ounselor; Frank
Vatalare, high school assistant
principal; Marge Kopacsi, Middle

School guidance counselor; and !
Lisa Campo, Middle School Stu-
dent Assistance Counselor.. .. | -

Joe Romer, resident of South
Plainfield and owner of Joe
Romer Trophy Shop, donated the
team trophies and individual
awards for the winning teams. Joe
has been doing this for seven years
and his support is greatly appreci-
ated. Shirts with an anti-drug mes-

sage were given to each player,

coach and manager along with sub-
stance awareness information. Jeff
Spezio and the Middle School
graphic arts program designed the
artwork for the shirts.

Phyllis Savage, Middle School
assistant principal, engaged the
RARE/SPEECH Club in prepar-
ing packets for the tournament.

The preliminary games for the

Azello

Chiropractic Center, PC.

boys held on Tuesday, Dec. 8 saw
East Brunswick defeating Sacred
Heart and South Plainfield defeat
Dunellen.

Similarly; in the girls’ contest on
Thursday, Dec. 10, South Plainfield
won over Dunellen as did' East
Brunswick over Sa¢fed Heart. -

The finals were held on “Friday, '

Dec 11. The East Brunswick
boys defeated South Plainfield by
a score of 51-22. The girls’ final

By Brian Cochrane

The 1998-99 South Plainfield
Tigers wrestling season is under
way and their quest to repeat as
last years central Jersey sectional
champions begins this weekend at
the Morris Knolls tournament.
“This is one tournament we
didn’t win last year, so we have
made it an important team goal

Your hometown source for quick pain relief

2201 South Clinton Avenue, Suite H
. South Plainfield, NJ 07080-1471
On the corner of New Market and South Clinton

_ Fr. John invites you to worship with him at
- Our Lady of
Czestochowa R.C. Church
807 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield
Christmas 1998 Schedule of Services

Thursday, December 24
Childyen’s Mass with Santa — 5:30 p.m.
Christmas Night Mass — 11: p.m.

: Séqpbem”s Mass — 8:30 a.m.

Solemn High Mass — 11:00 a.m.
Benefactors Mass — 12:15 p.n.

was a very exciting, close game
with East Brunswick edging out
South Plainfleld by a 43-41 score.

Congratulations are in order
for all teams for their participa-

tion including the South Plain-

field Middle School cheerleaders,

_ who .proyided: the,spirit and en- |

thusiasm each-of the three days
of the tournament. Marylo
Vatalare is doing a fine job as
coach of the cheerleaders.

Tiger Wrestlers Seek to
Repeat as Champions

to win this year “ says coach Bill
Pavlak, who starts his fifth year
as the Tigers head coach.

Although the tigers lost three
key wrestlers to graduation last
year, the coach admits that this
years squad will now be a more
balanced team with fewer super-
stars than in the past. Anchoring
the Tiger grapplers this year will
be last years district champ.and
greater Middlesex Conference
champ Colin Hunter. Colin is a
junior and will compete in the
275 Ib. weight class. The 189 Ib.
slot will have junior Dan Kunst,
also a District Champion last year
with a 20-8 record.

Another District Champ,
Roberto Ramos, at 112 1bs. along
with David Fiore, at 145 1bs. and
John Foscolo at 160 1bs., form the
core of up and coming sopho-
mores the Tigers will be looking
to for the next few years. Seniors
Chris Cioffi at 215 Ibs. and Billy
Wilson at 119 1bs., both district
runners-up last year, add the ele-
ment of experience to what
should be a very exciting Tigers
wrestling season.

As always, this years key
matches on the Tigers road to re-
peat will be home matches with
High Point on Jan. 9, Delaware
Valley on Jan. 14 and Piscataway
on Jan. 29. The high school gym-
nasium has always been a loud
and somewhat raucous venue to
see the Tigers compete in, so if
you haven’t experienced the thrill
of a South Plainfield victory, this
is the year to do it.

Our last issue’s topic generated
requests for more help regarding
credit reporting. I had hoped so,
since this is important to every-
one! The Fair Credit and Report-
ing Act (FCRA) has recently been
expanded to everyone’s benefit.
All consumers have the right to
ask and if turned down for credit,
the lender is required to give the
name and address of the credit in-
formation sources that provided
the negative information. You are
advised to do this at least annu-
ally,"and not at the last minute
when a surprise could sidetrack
an important transaction. Here
are some important “800” num-
bers you should keep on hand.
These are for the three primary
credit reporting agencies who can
help straighten out errors. Re-
member, erroneous information
hurts everyone! EQUIFAX 1-
800-685-1111, EXPERIAN (for-
merly TRW) 1-800-682- 7654,
TRANS UNION 1-800-916-
8800. Also very helpful is the in-

| formation available from the

Federal Trade Commission’s
website . Do
keep records of your communi-
cations with these firms as they
are required to respond within
definite time limits. Remember to

.act promptly, and to be calm. Re-

member, you are acting in your
own interest!
I continue to field help requests

for individuals who have prob-

lems with their home PCs‘and
applications. I know how casy it

15 to,call someone else and ask for -

help when you need it; but most
of the time you can figure these
things out for yourself and Jearn
something in the process. Always,
as in ALWAYS, explore the help
files that come with your appli-
cation or program. Also check the
Windows help file that is acces-
sible from the Start button. After
youw've exhausted these resources,
go to the program’s website or
search the Internet under that
program’s name. You will find
much more information there
than any single guru will be able
to offer. You will have to wade
through more than you need or
want, but you will become much
more proficient in your applica-
tion, as well as in your scarch
technique!

Speaking of search technique,
check out these sites: http://

SearchEngineWatch.com and

They are good sources for learn-
ing “how to search for, and find
things” using Internet search en-
gines. Most, if not all, search en-
gines employ Boolean algebraic
terminology (not a Star-Trek
term) called “operators”. Efficient
scarching requires that you know
just a little bit about how to use
some of these terms. Believe me,
it is extremely helpful to do this!

‘TIP;: Learn how to properly
use the Boolean operators “and”
“or” and “not”, then select one
or two search engines to use all
the time. Knowing well how to
use your favorite search engine
will make you an overnight whiz
at ferreting out all the wealth of
information available through the
Internet. Now it-will work won-

" ders for you.

TIP: Once you’ve learned how
to search effectively and efficiently,
show and teach someone else how
to benefit from what you’ve -
learned. (Of course, and on the

_ other hand, maybe your phone will

start ringing like mine does!).

Ok, time now for another
puzzle. Get ready to think!

I have a clock on my mantle
that keeps perfect time. I know
this because each day I check it
against the time standard via the
Internet. One day something
strange occurred: My clock cor-
rectly displayed five minutes be-
fore nine o’clock. One minute
later, it read four minutes before
nine o’clock. Two minutes later it. -
read four minutes before nine
o’clock. One minute later, it read
five minutes before nine o’clock.
At nine o’clock, T knew what was
wiong. Doyou? (hint, remember my
clock keeps perfect timet). See ya.

OLC Receives
Hammond
Organ

Fr. John Skwara, Pastor of Qur -
Lady of Czestochowa Church an-
nounced the donation of a
Hammond practice organ which
has been added to its music de-
partment..

Janina R. Jackson of Westfield
donated the organ in memory of
her sister, Irene. R. Zabilski. She
is the daughter of former parish-
ioners Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Rozanski.

To find out
what’s
happening

South ﬁlainﬁeld |

Visit our official web site at

southplainfieldnj.com

Boro Officials and Agencies » Police - Fire -
Rescue Squad * Recreation: summer fun, game scores & cancel-
lations « Seniors Corner * Youth Activities * Professional & Busi-
ness Directory « Community Bulletin Board ° Yard & Garage Sales,

Mayor & Council

Classifieds, Messages

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS ON OUR WEB PAGE
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Julia (Dentino) M.
Mastrangelo, 91

Julia (Dentino) M. Mastran-
gelo of South Phainfield died on
Wednesday, Dec. 9, at her daugh-
ters home in South Plainfield.

She was born in New York City
and was an 81 year resident of
South Plainfield.

Mrs. Mastrangelo ‘was a
teacher’s aide at the former Grant
and Cedarcroft schools in South
Plainfield for five years before re-
tiring in 1991.

Mrs. Mastrangelo was a mem-
ber of the Sacred Heart Church
and a member of the Altar Ro-

sary Society and the Care & Share

program, both at Sacred Heart

Church. She was also a member -

of the South Plainfield Sen1or
Citizens.

She was a predeceased by her -

husband, ‘Attillo Mastrangelo,
who died i in 1958 and her daugh-
ter Teresa. I’ellegrmo who died in
ST :

She is survived by her daugh-
ter, LorettaLetostak of South

Plainfield; “ sister, Paulinie Faso:

of South Plainfield and six grand-
children and nine great grandchil-
dren.

Funeral Services were held at
James W. Conroy Funeral Home.

Aniolneﬂe (Adamski)
Hodge, 94

Antoinette (Adamski) Hodge |
of Hazlet died on Thursday, Dec. * fofith

A LIFE LIVED
WELL

Those who live good lives filled
with compassion and good
deeds will find that their ef-
forts will feed upon themselves
in an inexorable march of posi-
tivity. That is to say that fol-
lowing the path of goodness is
its own reward. And, those
who follow this path are re-
warded with a life that is both
well-lived and warmly re-
garded. As the Roman poet
Martial observed: “Of no day
can the retrospect cause pain
to a good man, nor has one
passed away which he is unwill-
ing to remember; the period of
his life seems prolonged by his
good acts; and we may be said
to live twice, when we can re-
flect with pleasure on the days
that are one.”

‘While modern thought exhorts us to
“take care of number one,” those
who never know the joy of stretch-
ing out a steadying hand to one who
falters, are poor indeed. At the
JAMES W. CONROY FUNERAL
HOME, we offer respectful, digni-
fied memorial tributes to members
of all beliefs and financial ability. We
can also assist you in pre-arranging
end-of-life services. To learn more,

- please call 756-2800. You’ll find us
conveniently located at 2456
Plainfield Avenue in South
Plainfield. Cremation services avail-
able.

“The thought of our past
years in me doth breed
perpetual benediction.”

-William Wordsworth

10, at the Bayshore Commumty
Hospital in Homdel.

She was born in Newport Cen-
ter, Pa. and was a former resident
of South Plainfield and Plainfield
before moving to Hazlet 30 years
ago.

Mrs. Hodge was a quahty in-
spector for Art Color in Plainfield
for many years before retiring in
1960.

She was a predeceased by her
first husband, Felix Karpowicz,
who died in 1969 and her second
husband, Arthur Hodge, who

~died in 1975 and by her sons -
William, Charles and Benedict

Karpowicz and Anthony and Jo-
seph Karpavage .
$She is survived by a daughter,

Antoinette Hodge .of Hazlet; a -

son, Felix Karpavage of Taylor

» Island, Md. and a granddaughter,

Billy Jean Sarullo of South
Plainfield. She is also survived by
10 grandchildren and: 13 great
grandchildren.

Arrangements were by the

James W. Conroy Funeral Home:

Monica S. (Gondolu)
Coyne, 7 B

son died on Sunday, Nov:
at her home.
She was born i m Fords and was’

Pl;amé nfield - aixd North' P&l mﬁcl§§

before moving to Edison 35 ‘years
ago: : ‘
Ms. Coyne was a- rccepnoms

‘She wids'a mem

Memcbm-. o

dol

husband James J. Coyne, Jr.; who
died in 1975 and her son. James
J.Coyne. III. who died in 1991.

She is survived by a grandson,

. James C. Coyne of Wall Twp.; a

granddaughter, Allison Coyne of
Bocca Raton, Fla.; a sister Helen
Golub, of Edgewater, Fla. and
several nieces and nephews.
Funeral Services were held at
James W. Conroy Funeral Home.

Louise (Ungerer)
Casey, 74

Louise (Ungerer) Casey of
Metuchen died on Wednesday,
Dec. 9, at the John E Kennedy
Medical Center in Edison.

She was born in Plainfield and
was a former resident of Pis-
cataway and Plainfield before
moving to Metuchen 15 years
ago.

Mrs. Casey was a counter per-
son for the Metuchen Kosher Deli
in Metuchen for 15 years before
retiring in 1991.

Mrs. Casey served in the
Women’s Army Corp. (WAC’s)
during WWIL

She was a predeceased by her
husband, Joseph Casey, who died
in 1979.

She is survived by four daugh-
ters, Christine Casey of Wake
Forest, NC; Maureen Santonas-
taso of Piscataway; Patricia
Brandt of Dunellen and Kathy
Lamastro of South Plainfield;
three sons, Michael Casey of
Dunellen; Joseph Casey of South
Plainfield and Francis Casey of
Metuchen; three brothers, Rob-
ert Ungerer of Sarasota, Fla.;
David Ungerer.of Edison and

nica S. (Gondola) Coyne of

John Ungerer of Berkeley, Calif.;
five sisters, Alice Hass of Brick;
Marge Manner of Hampton;
Janet Skinner of Middlesex;
Mildred Redrup of Dunellen and
Carolyn Anderer of North
Plainfield. She is also survived by
12 grandchildren and three great
grandchildren

Funeral Services were held at
James W. Conroy Funeral Home.
Creamtion was private.

 Annette (Recchia)
-Goglia, 80

Annette (Recchia) Goglia, died
on Sunday, Dec. 13, at Muh-
lenberg Regional Medical Center
in Plainfield. .

Born and raised in West
Orange, Mrs. Goglia has resided
in South Plainfield for the past 50
years.

She had been employed by
Muhlenberg Regional Medical

Center for 19 years in nursing .
* payroll before her retirement in,
1982. Previously she had been*

employed by Public Service Elec-
tric & Gas in Newark for six years.

She was a communicant of Sa-
cred Heart Church in South
Plainfield. .

Mrs. Goglia has; dcdlcated hcr
life to her husband- of 52 years,
Joseph Goglia, and her two chil-
dren Joanne Reinhart of Groton,
Mass. and Richard Goglla of
Andovcr, Mass :

Also suryviving are her two sis-

g ters, Phyllis Johnson of Union
¢ Union Carbide Corporas &
tion in Bound Brook for 28 yearsu >

b e rCtlf?gﬁn ?7561' ‘of St.

and Anne Montross of Bloom-
field and her four grandchlldren

: Todd Ioseph Lau.ren qnd Chnss 1
: | tine.
Francis; of Assisi Cathcdral in !
bukuad g | McCriskin Home for Funerals.
iShe was predeceased by her !
be made to Muhlenberg Regional

Funeral services were held at
Donations in her memory may

Medical Center Hospice Pro-
gram, c/o Park and Randolph
Avenues, Plainfield, New Jersey
07060.

Rose (Beresnizka)
Rejman, 72

Rose (Beresnizka) Rejman of
South Plainfield died on Saturday,
December 5, at her home.

She was born in Poland and
came to the United States in 1949
settling in Dunellen before mov-
ing to South Plainfield 47 years
ago.

Mrs. Rejman was a quality in-
spector for the Solid State Divi-
sion of the RCA Corporation in
Somerville for 28 years before
retiring in 1988.

She was a member of the Sa-
cred Heart Church and a Life
Member of the Polish National
Home in South Plainfield.

She was predeceased by her
husband, Boseslaw Rejman, who
died in May of 1998 and her son,
Leon Rejman, who died in 1992.

She is survived by three daugh-
ters, Stella Schoonover, Nina Zec-
cardo and Ela Tomala all of South

‘Plainfield and five grandchildren.

Funeral Services were held at
James W. Conroy Funeral Home.

i

By Dr. Anthony J. DeCosta, D.C.

Dear Dy DeCosta:

My doctor told me he thinks I have a hiatel hernia. What can be
done to alleviate this problem and not undergo surgery: - H.D.

Dear H.D.:

1atel hernia is a disorder that is caused when the opening in

H the diaphragm where the stomach and esophagus meet be-

omes stretched, allowing the upper end of the stomach to

push up into the chest cavity. The esophageal sphincter, which nor-

mally acts as a one-way.valve to allow food to travel down into the

stomach, now is unable to prevent the contents of the stomach, in-
cluding gastric acids, from traveling upward.

Many patients have no symptoms, but sometimes there is chest
pain or heartburn. The heartburn may worsen on bending over, espe-
cially after eating, or upon lying down. Sometimes the pain of hiatal
hernia can mimic other health problems such. as stomach ulcers or
heart attacks.,

Often in association with a hxata.l hcrma there is some material from
the stomach that gets pushed upward into the esophagus. This is
called an esophageal reflux and may cause-heartburn.

According to Leon Chaitow, N.D., D.O., Director of Nutrition
and Health Research Associates, London England and Editor of
The Journal of Alternative and Complementary Medicine, there is a
mechanical aspect to hiatal hernia which.can involve extreme tension
in two large'muscles which merge with the diaphragm — the psoas

. and quadratus lumborum, if either, of these is chronically tense, a

stress will be imposed on the diaphragm which can result in the her-
nia. Chiropractic and osteopathic tcchmques can be applied to nor-
malize these muscles . G

Some things you can do to help your problcm are to strictly avoid
overcatmg Try to avoid spicy foods, fried foods, coffee, tea, carbon-

ated drinks, citrus juices, alcohol, ‘greenand red peppers, and onion.

Avoid eating large meals and thcn lying down or bending over. Eat
numerous small meals throughout the day. Try to reduce stress. Avoid

eating foods or food combiriations which cause excess gas formation. '
Deep breathing exercises may be performed to strengthen the muscles |
of the diaphragm and to expand t ‘the lungs. According to Dr. Chaitow, !

many people wnh hiatal hernia have been shown to have breathing re-

smcuons and tohave a habx{; of §Walloyy]ng axrmore” en tly than, tl}c i
putting great

average This leads to CXCESSIVE alr reaclung the' stomas
stress on the diaphragmatic aperture through whichi the esophagus passes
and exacerbating hiatal hernia problems

. One such exercise includes sitting in'an armchair and breathing inand |

holdmg your breath. Lift your legs up toward your chest. Slowly lower
your legs and then exhale. Repeat this exercise several times.

Finally, sleep with your upper body in an elevated position to keep the v

chest cavity above the stomach, This will prevent the stomach from ris-
ing into the chest cavity and will also cut down the possibility of any
esophageal reflux. "Put blocks under the head of the bed, approximately
six to eightinches high, or sleep with a wedge-shaped bolster

Questions for The Alternative View should be addressed to: The
Alternative View, c/o Dr. Anthony J. DeCosta, D.C., 129 South Plain-
field Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 0708. Visit The Altemﬂtm’ View on
the web at wwwnsalternanvcmedlcme com.

Fire Department Says Thanks

The South Plainfield Volun-
teer Fire Company would again
like to thank Mr. & Mrs. George
Goodrich for their generous con-
tribution. The sign that has been
erected outside the firehouse will
be a lasting remembrance of
their gift. Their donation also
enabled us to restructure other
programs within the Fire Com-
pany.

Members of the South Plain-
field Volunteer Fire Company
would also like to extend our

special thanks to all of the people
who took an interest in us and
donated to our annual fund
drive. Your contribution is a

~warm reminder that the people

of South Plainfield appreciate
the effort the members of the
South Plainfield Fire Company
put forward.

We would like to extend to
you our wish that your Holiday
Season be a very merry one and
please keep Fire Safety in mind
during this time of the year.

(908) 561-8000

Starting with the
Jan. 8 issue of the
Observer we be
publishing on a
weekly basis.

2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

HOME FOR FUNERALS

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.

William C. McCriskin, V. Pres., Dir.
James A. Gustafson, Dir.

James F. Connaughton, Assoc. Dir.
o




December 17 1998

- South Plainfield Observer -

VOICES Heard Loud

and Clear

South Plainfield High School has
some voices that can be heard
throughout town, they stretch
across Middlesex County and even
reach Puerto Rico! These voices
do not need volume to do their
work. VOICES is a community
service organization founded three
years ago at the high school. The
old adage “actions speak louder
than words” defines what this
group of students is all about. In-
stead of talking about how they can
help the world around them, they
are out and doing something.

Melinda Lawson, President of
VOICES, spoke enthusiastically
about projects pastand present. For
the past two years members have
been visiting Cedar Oaks Nursing
home once a month to play Bingo
with the residents. VOICES is in
the process of raising money for
hurricane Mitch victims. To help
alleviate some of the lonliness and

. fear of a hospital stay, VOICES has

a book and toy drive for
the Robert Wood Johnson Hospi-

tal children’s ward. Melinda noted
that donations are gladly accepted
for any of the projects. Past projects
include a highly successful coat
drives for the homeless. A number
new projects are being planned for
after the holiday break. The group
is always on the lookout for new
ways to help people around them.
Suggestions are welcome, contact
advisor, Miss Olvany.

Additional VOICES officers in-

c,ludc Vice President -Robin Stay-

vas, Secretary-Kaminee Sewdat,
Treasure-Cheryl Cwiekalo, and
Public Relations director is Roch-
elle Dimagje. Special mention was
made of student volunteer Candace
Romascindo, for her dedication to
VOICES.

VOICES was founded by
Chareese Britton and Hetel Patel
three years ago. The group has ap-
proximately fifty members. The
students learn through their expe-
riences and prove that they can

" make a difference and their voices

can be heard.

South Plainficld

Plainfield Police Department.

partment of Personn«
at the South Plainfield Police De
- FILIN

the application.

Police Depavtment
. AcczptzryApplmtwm for Police Officer

Applications for the N.J. Department of Personnel written exami-
nation for the position of police ofﬁcer are now available at the South |

The apphcanon is Subllshcd by and must be returned to the N.J. De-
Applications may be obtained any time of the day |

DEADLINE -
29 Ianuary 1999

R RESIDENCY =

Must be a resndcnt of South Plainfield as of dac closmg date for

filing the application ‘and maintain continuous residency in South
Plamﬁcld up to and including the date of appointment: .

“ OTHER REQUIREMENTS :
As listed in the application.
STARTING SALARY "~
$32,399.00 (1998)

BENEFITS
A listing of job benefits may be obtained with the apphcatxon

DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES
A brief summary of duties & responsnbllmcs may be obtained w1th_

Any questions please contact Lt. Robert Merkler at (908) 226-7674.
The Borough of South Plainfield is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
“Setting the Standards of Excellence”

ent communications center.

Sacred Heart’s
Principal List

Continued from page 11

Salvatore, James Sanson¢ and’

Melissa Santiago.

Grade 2B—Carl Banks, Jr.,
Carissa Baratta, Ian Collins,
Khbaliah Douglas, Ryan Hohner
and Marika Simmons.

Grade 3A—Elix Colon, Luke
Russo, Kacey Peterson and
Camille Romano.

Grade 3B—Jonathon Abel and
Samatha Anderson.

Grade 4A—Adam Barletta,

Marie Cunicella, Lisa Del Negro,

Amanda Iavarone, Maria Lipnick-

and Christian Wormley.:

Grade 4B—Erin Boosmann,
Alexandra Durning, Amy Hsich,
Oliver Pinkard, Alicia Presley, Tif-
fany Smith, Kiersten Whitaker
and Peter Yeung.

Grade 5A—Michael Clore,
Brittany Frazer, Roseller Lapitan
and Shanell Worrell.

Grade 5B—Kristin Barko,
Philip Campos, Samantha
Moctezuma, Caitlin Monroe,
Marian Pho, Michael Ray,
Amanda Veinott, Jamaie Williams
and Jennifer Yeung.

Grade 6A—Kenneth Abel.
Lauren Ciandella, Alexandria
Gamboa, Kristin Gilormini, Sa-
rah Kulihin, Marichris Mau.l.lon,

Kate Polifka, Matthew Revolin-

ski, Kristen Salvatore and Lauren
Simmons.

Grade 6A—M1chclc ‘Arango, -

Jinelle Arki, Kevin Ciainpi, Nicole
Cunicelia, Kristy Glavasich, Kevin
Hohner, Mary Lillis, Monea Nash
and Erin Sikanowicz.

Grade 7A—Shaun Casey,
Kaitlyn Gregory, Shakira

“Mitchell, Jessica, Regenye and. |

Calvin John Smiley.
Grade 7B—Angela Garzon,

‘Raymond Kardos, Matthew :

Kopf, Michelle Musoke, Tiffany

Ogrodnik, Megan Polifka and

Linh Tran.

Grade 8 A—Esther Cho, Janara
Garcia, Krystal Ladao and Lauren
Martin. :

Grade 8B—Lauren Abbate,
Anna Cho, Frenchesca Johnson,
Katie Selby, Candice Spence and
May Tanudutanud

interested
in writing,

the South

circulation, ca

BABYSITTING POSITIONS WANTED

13-YEAR-OLD EXPERIENCED
and certified babysitter to watch
your kids after school and week-
ends. 908-668-8155.

LOOKING FOR A BABYSITTER?
Well, you found just the right per-
son. My name is Heather. I'm an 8th
grader at SPMS. Very responsible.
See for yourself. 908-668-7754.
Weekdays 3:30-9:30pm, weekends
11am-9:30pm.

FOR SALE

1989 RENKIN BOWRIDER Classic
with Trailer. Excellent condition. In-
board/Outboard 125 HP Mercruis-
er. Great family boat for fishing or
cruising. New in 1998: Boat cover,
trailer tires, Hummingbird fish
finder and AM/FM cassette stereo.
Used in both fresh and salt water.
Hate to sell it but moving on'to a
bigger boat! Asking $5,200.00.
Contact: Mike at 908-226-7673 or
908-757-4894. 2

HANDMADE ROSARIES-ALL OC-
CASION. 908-769-7735

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

EDISON: HUGE CAPE 100 x'200
ft lot, 2 car garage. $239,900.
Weichert Realtors 732-906-8200.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

FOR JAN.7 ISSUE
IS DEC. 28.

YOUR NEWSH!
If you have news about South
Plainfield people or events, send
us a note or give us a call at

(732) 469-4380. We would like
to include your story in the paper.

T Classified

Ask for Rick McElhiney

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

1/2 ACRE BLDG. LOT IN SOMER-
SET. $69,900. Call Susan Kaneps @ Pru-
dential Golden Key, 560-0665, ext. 30.

SERVICES
WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY that

Captures the Special Moments.
Tom Stillman, 908-755-4161

CUSTOM HANDMADE FURNI-
TURE, furniture repair. 732-545-3132.

PHOTOGRAPHY —Weddings, special
occasions. Tuthill Photos (908) 756-
9654

ATTENTION TEEN AGE BABYSIT-
TERS....Are you looking for sitting
jobs? Would you like to be in a baby-
sitting pool? Advertise in the clas-
sified section of the Observer at no
charge. Call 732-469-4380 or fax
your ad to 732-805-0815.

WANTED

HISTORIC PHOTOS of South Plain-
field buildings, landmarks and/or busi-
nesses. 732-469-4381.

Lost your cat or dog? The Ob-
server will print your “Lost and
Found” classified ad at no
charge. Call 732-469-4380.

LOST

- LOST—PAPER MACHE CHICKEN,

approximately 24” tall, white with
black spots and red feathers on top
of head. Last seen at First Baptist
Church Coffee House on Oct. 23.
Reward for return. No questions
asked Call (908) 754-3214

NOVENA PRAYER TO ST JUDE
p Apostle and Martyr -
(Feast October 28)°
Saint Jude, glorious Apostle, faithful servant
and friend of Jesus! The name of the traitor has

as the patron of hopeless cases — of matters
despaired. of. Pray for me who are so miser-

to my assistance inthis great need that | may

ofheaven

(Heremakaywﬂequesommat
| may bless God with thee and all the elect
throughout eternity.

1 promise thee, O blessed Jude, to be ever
mindful ofthis greatfavor, and | will never cease
to honor thee as my special and powerful pa-
tron and do all in my power to encourageda—
votion to thee. AMEN.

Saint Jude, pray for us, and for all who

Marie Pinto

7

Classified
Advertising Works.

Call (732) 469-4380
to place your classified ad.

3 line minimum, $10.00. $1.00 per additional line. All
classifieds must be prepaid. To place a classified send
your check to the Observer, ¢/o G & G Graphics, 530
Union Ave., Ste. 3, Middlesex, NJ 08846. ‘

honor thee and invoke thy aid.

Y
& )
X :
I iPlainfield . .
is sold at the following locations:
« 7-Eleven, Plainfield Ave. « Twin City Pharmacy, Park Ave.
< Bagel Pantry, Plainfield Ave. = The Little Store, South Clinton Ave.
¢ B & C Deli, Belmont Ave. « Mohn’s Flowers, Plainfield Ave.
< Corner Deli, Hamilton Blvd. » Qak Tree Farms, Oak Tree Road
« Carousel Hair Salon, Oak Tree Rd. « Pauls Stationery, Hamilton Blvd.
« Cookies, Oak Tree Ave. * Quick Foods, Park Ave.
» Dave’s Stationery, Sampton Ave. « Sals Liquor Store, Park Ave.
« Details, So. Clinton Ave. « Service Plus, South Plainfield Ave.
« Freihofer’s, Montrose Ave. » Sunrise Foods, Front & Maple
« Holly Park Video, Park Ave. . » Twice Is Nice, Front Street
* KFoods, Park Ave. ; » Yogurt Express, Maple Ave.
« Krauser’s Food Store, Oak Tree Rd.
If you would like to sell the newspaper, call (732) 459 4380.
4 R South Plainfield Observer Advertisers are Listed in Bold Print J

= | able; make uss, | implore thes, to bring visible |-
-1 help where help s almost despaired of. Come
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McCriksen

Tree
Lighting

Continued from page 5

tragic day. He told how the
woman was unable to get any in-
formation from the government
regarding the crash.

She beseeched the group to try
and help her find answers to her
question, “What happened to my
son?” She attended meetings for
three years. All efforts received
the same response.. nothing was
being said about the accident.
The records have been sealed for
50 years. A question arose, had
it been a mechanical failure, why
the need for all the secrecy? The
question hung heavily with no
answers forthcoming. What was
obvious as conversation turned to
lighter topics, was the deep sense
of caring, of dedication and com-
mitment and the support that
these veterans have to offer fel-
low vets and their families.

REPORT

¢ Dunkin Donuts located on
Park Ave. was robbed last week.
A man entered the store and
asked for an employment form
and left. He came back several
times asking question. On the
fourth visit he purchased coffee
and as the clerk rang it up, he
produced a paper bag and de-
manded all the bills in the regis-
ter.
¢ A house on Clinton Ave. was
broken into and ransacked. The
resident came home to find a win-
dow was forced open on the front
porch and several rooms in dis-
array The resident was unsure of

* A 1998 Mercury was stolen
from the parking lot of Days Inn
on New World Way. Glass was
found on the ground near where
the vehicle was parked.

A customer at the Exxon gas
station on Park Ave. tried to pass
a counterfeit $20 bill and was ar-
rested.

* A security guard at K-Mart

. observed a shopper stuffing mer-

chandise in her clothes. When
she confronted the shopper, the
security guard was attacked and
punched several times. The
shopper was placed under arrest
and charged with shoplifting $175

What’s going on in
South Plainfield?
YOU'LL FIND IT
ALL IN ;
THE OBSERVER. McCriskin brought in a crane to prepare its tree for the hghtmg
. crib ceremonies on Dec. 12. The tree is 79 feet high, has over 13,000
To subscribe, lights and burns over 10,000 watts of electricity. Feeding the
see form on page 9. lights are nine circutis at the base of the tree. that go up the
trunk into five enclosed junctions.

how much was taken. worth of merchandise.

TAX RETURNS PREPARED ¢ WILLS, CLOSINGS
INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS ¢ PERSONAL INJURY
WORKERS COMPENSATION

PAUL W. GRZENDA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

SO. PLATNFIELD OFFICE Tel.: (908) 769-8602

ood Gread and fun degserts really add to

the gquality of everyday Cife.Were happy to
provide you with Goth - at savings that permit you
to enjoy the Gest often!

your Guginess, we
" invite you to make
use of the coupons
Gelow with your next

FREE DESSERT!
(Buy two, get one free)

l

|

|

| .

l Feast your eyes on all the goodies we carry from
| master-bakers at Freihofer's! Pick three, any
I

[

I

|

kind whatsoever, and the lowest price box is
your free. Only at Freihofer's Outlet in South
Plainfield with this coupon. Limit two free
boxes per customer per Visit.

While supplies last.

e e e o o e o — o — i —— —— — — ———

908-753-1526

in Gakery seconds and market returng from
And to thank you for

. digeounted every

r.———.———————————————————-—1f

FRIEHOFER'S - 901 MONTROSE AVENUE
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

purchase. Each entitles you to a free item from our
shelves.
Voull find plenty to choose from. We gpecialize

quality Gakerieg Cife Arnold's, Thomas
and Freihofers. And awu'ytﬁmq
in the gtore is

day up to 70%,.

I'__——__—-—___—____—'———__'I

I FREE BREAD!
(Buy two, get one free)

|

|

| We're giving away top-quality bread baked by

I Arnold and Friehofer'st Pick any three loaves,

I and the lowest price loaf is your free. Only at
Freihofer’s Outlet in So. Plainfield with this

: coupon. Limit one free loaf per customer per

|

L

I
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
visit. While supplies last. :
=1

[Xl Friehofer’s

S0. CLINTON AVE.

MONTROSE AVE,

HAMILTON BLVD.

HOME
DEPOT




