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Story & photos
by Patricia Abbott

Veteran's Day Observed
at VFW-Story and
photos on page 5

Franklin School Honors Area
Veterans at Annual Ceremonies

Veteran's Day was celebrated
a bit early at Franklin School.
The annual ceremony was held
on Friday, Nov. 6, but nowhere
in the country were the speeches
more patriotic and the partici-
pants more sincere. A number of
Veterans attended and sat in the
place of honor on the stage. The
elementary school is the only
school in town to host a cer-
emony honoring our Veterans.

Each grade plays a role in cre-
ating the program that often

brings a tear to parents and
teachers alike. Music is a vibrant
part of the show. There are songs
by each grade level as well as the
band and chorus. This year some
of the featured songs were An-
chors Away, The Marine's Hymn,
and Let There Be Peace on Earth.
Poems were read by Alexander
Nau and Eileen Cameron and
The Gettysburg Address was pre-
sented by Lee Tetrault.

Normally the "Andrew
Sister's" put in an appearance but

this year a new act appeared
much to the delight of the stu-
dents and guests. A "Soldier"
who resembled Drew Smith-
gym teacher sat upon the stage
as his thoughts were magically
heard throughout the room.
"USO" performers, who looked
suspiciously like Franklin School
teachers, dressed in sleek black
gowns adorned with colorful
feather boas performed to such
hits as Soldier Boy. When "mail

Continued on page 5

Borough Hires Two
Police Officers

South Plainfield has added two
police officers to its ranks. Chris-
topher Collucci and David Fran-
ohak were sworn in at the council
meeting on Nov. 12 and will be
attending the Sea Girt Police Aca-
demy, starting in the next few
weeks.

Christopher Collucci, 28,
graduated from South Plainfield
High School in 1987. He at-
tended Middlesex County College
and served in the US Air Force as
a Security Police Specialist, with
tours of dutv in Korea and Saudi

from South Plainfield High
School in 1988. He served in the
U.S. Marine Corps from 1988-
1992 as an infantry machine gun-
ner, which included a tour in the
Persian Gulf. He was employed
by the NJ State Department of
Corrections as a corrections of-
ficer. He and his wife Elvira have
two children, a son, Zackery and
a daughter, Ashley.

Both officers are residents of
South Plainfield. They will be re-
placing Ken Van Kleef and Walter
Smialowics, who are both retire

Jim Eckert swears in David Franchak (left) with his wife Elvira
and Christopher Collucci (right) with his wife Robin.

Arabia. He was employed the U.S.
Department of Justice, Federal
Bureau of Prisons as a Correction
officer. He and his wife Robin have
one daughter, Chelsey.

David Franchak, 28, graduated

ing. The officers were chosen
from a civil service list that is de-
termined by a written exam.
Placement is determined by the
test scores. Veterans are always
placed higher on the list.

Democrats Retain
Control of Council

When the votes were counted on
Nov. 3, the Democrats were jubi-
lant and the Republicans felt they
had fought a good fight. The Dem-
ocrats won both the mayoral elec-
tion and two council seats. The
Democrats won in 11 of the 15
voting districts. The turnout of
voters overall was 45.58%.

In the race for mayor, Dan
Gallagher defeated Anthony "Jake"
Caltaldo, 2,866 to 2,479, winning
by 387 votes. The vote on the two
seats for council went to Democrats
Dennis Cerami, 2,689 and Darlene
Pinto, 2,741. Republicans Sue
Krystopik received 2,212 votes and
Hank Grabarz, 2,301. Independent
candidate William Hogan received
485 votes. Councilperson elect
Darlene Pinto garnered the most
council votes overall.

Mayor Dan Gallagher wore a big
smile and kissed his grandson when
the tally of votes showed him to be
a winner. He expressed his thanks
to all of the people for allowing him
to serve as Mayor again. He, along
with the other candidates and coun-
cilmen, donned caps .that read

Dennis Cerami and Darlene Pinto

"Four More ^ears." Mayor Galla-
gher will be serving his third term
as mayor. He also served one term
on the council.

Darlene Pinto and Dennis
Cerami were overjoyed that the
message to die voters was heeded.
They both promised to continue to
listen to the people and serve them
to the best of their ability. This is
Cerami's second term on the coun-
cil. Darlene Pinto will be filling the
seat vacated by Middlesex County
Freeholder John Pulomena, who
chose not run for re-election.


