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Debates Define C97 Council Race
Council Notes

At the Council Agenda meet-
ing held Monday, Oct. 20, Dar-
lene Pinto and Bob Longo, rep-
resenting the Street Scape Com-
mittee, presented plans for the
installation of benches and plant-
ers proposed for the downtown
area. The Council approved the
plans and the Committee was
asked to return with a cost for
the plan.
• Oct. 18 was the first paint re-
cycling day. It proved to be a
great success. Over 700 paints
and stains were brought to the
recycling center. The next paint
recycling day is Nov. 15.
•The Borough is working on
estimates for the second public
works garage in need of repair.
• Crosswalks have been painted
and new reflective tape is being
used as an experiment to see if it
has more visibility.
• A leak has been found in one
of the pool pipes. Plans are in
the works ;o dig^and see .if̂ this
is die; mam^ea1f.JA'"c^mtrlrw21
be put into to the pipes to look
for cracks. No cost estimates has
yet been done.
•All residents have received a
yellow flier in the mail regard-
ing the Health Fair to be held
Nov. 9-12. Please read the notice
and note that some of the tests
require advance reservations.
•The budget meetings are still
ongoing within the departments.
Pulomena reported State aid to
South Plainfield will be cut next
year by almost $200,000.
•The Council hired five new
dispatchers, one full-time and
four part-time employees, at the
Police Department.
•Nov. 15 has been proclaimed
South Plainfield Recycles Day as
part of the America Recycles
Day celebration.
• Oops—Last issue, The Ob-
server incorrectly reported HK
Trucking donated $1,500 to-

Continued on page 10

Frank Hanley
Residents of South Plainfield

came out to the political debate,
held on Oct 16 at S.P. High
School, fully expecting to dis-
cover the differences in the plat-
forms of the candidates running
for council seats. After nearly
two hours of discussion, there
was a definite battle line formed,
but not a lot of new ideas.

The debate was sponsored by

Daniel Kenny
cil that it was too expensive and
they would not win the case in
court.

The long talked-about Senior
Citizen apartments was the next
issue brought
forth fey the andi-
.ence. Both Han-
ley and his run-
ning mate Daniel
Kenney said the

afield Business As- Senior. Citizens
sociation. The organization has
sponsored this event for the past
four years. Dr. DeCosta, a mem-
ber of the S.P. Business Asso-
ciation, was the moderator for
the evening. As Dr. DeCosta ac-
cepted questions from the audi-
ence, the candidates took turns
answering them with a rebuttal
given by an opposing candidate.

The many shopping centers
currently under construction in
town was a hot topic. Republi-
can candidate Frank Hanley said
that it was too late to do any-
thing about the ones already
started. He suggested that in the
future we look more closely at
the impact these malls have on
local traffic and the environ-
ment. In rebuttal Democratic
candidate Vinnie Buttiglieri
stated that the council recently
tried to oppose the center
planned on Oak Tree Rd. and
Park Ave. They only gave in
when the lawyers told the coun-

M
arn
Senior housing
had been ignored
too long. They
believe the Seniors shouldn't
have to wait any longer for a
housing center. The Republican
candidates pointed out that there
are approximately 6,000 seniors
living in town. He remarked
that if they left it would be much

RayPetronko
more expensive for the town to
have those homes filled with
families with school age chil-
dren. Hanley said, "We have
heard the Democrats promises

over and over
again." In re-
sponse, Butti-
glieri said that af-
ter the voters
turned down Se-
nior Citizen
ho l ing , the
Lutheran Minis-
try stepped for-
ward and is now

planning to build the housing.
He is in agreement that the Se-
niors have waited too long for
housing.

Democratic candidate Ray
Pentronko explained that his
background was in computing

VinnieButtiglieri
and proposed upgrading the
computer system in town so that
all the departments could com-
municate with each other. He
said die town should be on the
web. He said, "People could
find out the minutes of the meet-
ings at Borough Hall, what the
roads department was doing and
any information that would help
inform the public." In the rebut-
tal, Kenny said he also had a
background in computing and
couldn't see how that would help
cut expenses, which is what he
would like to see the done.

The subject of property taxes
brought a few sparks to the
meeting. The Democrats said
the tax increase was due to a
shortfall in the amount of money
from the state and that the mu-
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School Playground Subject of Controversy
By Patricia Abbott

A gift from the Riley School
PTSO (Parent Teacher Student
Organization) to Riley School
and the school community has
created a controversy with the
Board of Education over the is-
sue of liability. A proposal out-
lining the project was delivered
to the Board of Education on
Oct. 10.

Riley's PTSO Playground
Committee has raised $10,000

ayor Issues Halloween Policy
Mayor anc cil has
a proc • v ~-n in keep-
: : iloween ccle-

as.
before Halloween,

light," has tradition*
en a nighf when childish
si are played. Some of
pranks have resulted in
a| harm to others as well
tiage to automobiles and
raes of innocent owners.
lrtcw -d on
.:-,- •;••.:.,• . " - i - v c - i : ; ; ?,:-:•..

Borough, all trick or treat ac-
tivities arc to be conducted be-
tween the hours of 3 and 7 p.m.

Young children should be ac-
companied by parents or other
responsible adults. Household-
ers can indicate their willing-
ness to welcome children by
keeping their porch or exterior
lights on and youngsters should
only call on homes with the

We hope all residents,
id old, have a happy
Halloween.
; there has been inci-
:hi!drerirecciving and
ig articles of food or
it have been tampered;

with by the inclusion of dan-
gerous items, controlled dan-
gerous substances and poison,
and these incidents have been
highly publicized when discov-
ered, it is the recommended
that parental supervision be ex̂ -;
tended to include insistence:
that children do not consume
any "treats" until closely exam-:
ined by their parents.

Lights on

through the efforts of parents
and students alike through vari-
ous projects. The committee,
chaired by Deanna Fredericks,
decided how best to use the
funds to benefit all the children
in the school. They hoped to
donate a new state-of-the-art,
safety compliant piece of play-
ground equipment to be erected
on the school grounds. At an
Oct. 13 Buildings and Grounds
Committee meeting Chairper-
son Deanna Fredericks was in-
formed by Board Member Mrya
Stillman that the volunteers
would not be permitted to in-
stall the equipment in order to
avoid liability issues. Four play-
ground manufacturers have been
contacted about the proposed de-
sign for Riley School. Each
stressed that the equipment
could be easily assembled by
volunteers or installed for an ad-
ditional fee of $4,500. Riley
school has secured a number of
volunteers for the project, among
them many professionals such as
construction workers, carpen-
ters and general contractors. The
volunteer parents would be su-
pervised by a Certified Play-
ground Safety Inspector who is
employed by the manufacturer.
Ms. Fredericks pointed out that
many school playgrounds simi-

lar to this were installed by vol-
unteers both in Middlesex Coun-
try and around the country. She
also has a Certificate of Liabil-
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Not Business
As Usual for
Downtown
Merchants

The street renovations have
begun on the downtown area.
The construction trucks and
signs are up and the new curb-
ing is started. The downtown
area is sure be improved after
the work is completed, but area
merchants are concerned.

Becuase the signs posted on
South Plainfield Ave. say park-
ing is not allowed on the street
during the construction, people
are driving by and avoiding the
area completely. The downtown
merchants are all still open for
business. There are plenty of
parking spaces in the parking
lots located behind the stores on
both sides of the street. Some of
the stores have a rear entrances.
Please continue to support local
businesses and don't avoid the
area because of the construction.
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