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South Plainfield Fire Department Kicks Off
Fire Prevention Week with Open House

South Plainfield Volunteer Fire Department held an open
house for Fire Prevention Day on Sunday, October 12. Events
included a visit by Smokey the Dear, the Saint Darnabas
Burn House, stove fire demonstrations, apparatus and equip-
ment displays and memorial services.

TREATS, NOT TRICKS
Council Meeting

John Polos, Mayor of High-
land Park, spoke at the request
of Mayor Gallagher about High-
land Park's revitalization of its
downtown areas. The area has
been going through a major
renovation. Businesses are
sprucing up the storefronts by
adding new facades, awnings,
and paint. They have added new
street lighting and sidewalk
benches. He said that by hiring
a full time redeveloper the town
received grant money to help
businesses with the financing and
planning. After the presentation
Mayor Gallagher said he would
like to share the services of the
Redeveloper with the permission
of Mayor Polos.

Art Muglia and several mem-
bers of the South Plainfield Busi-
ness Association were present to
hear the Mayor's talk. Muglia
asked if the Planner would come
and address the Business Asso-
ciation at their meeting. He
thought this type of program
would be beneficial to the down-
town area and its continuing
plans for the future.

Road Work
Road repaving will begin on

Cedar Ave., Edgar St. South 9th,
South Central St. and Madison
Ave. They will start milling and
repaving will be done from Oct.
20 to Oct 24.

Public Works
Vinnie Buttiglieri expressed

his thanks to the following pub-
lic works employees for their help

in installing the new roof on the
public works garage, and work
on Delmore Ave.: Sup.
Glowacki, and employees
Donatelli, Appolloni, Calderoni,
Capparelli, Mielnikiowize,
Millard, Ritchey, Zekas, Doyle,
Fiore, Kurila, Etel, Danby and
Maleski. Through the extra ef-
forts of these public works em-
ployees, the Borough saved
money on these projects.

Bits and Pieces
The first Teen Night was fairly

well attended.
HK Trucking donated $1,500

towards the cost of the hockey
rink.

Library renovations are near-
ing completion. The major work
is completed and now the fin-
ishing touches are being done.

Stinky Stuff
Irene Wall of Edison presented

a petition to the Mayor and
Council from 200 residents of
South Plainfield regarding the
odor coming from Recycling
Inc., on Harmich Rd. The odor
varies from day to day and the
smells range from strawberries
to detergent.

A meeting held last week with
residents, Recycling Inc. repre-
sentatives, Councilman Kubala,
and the Middlesex County
Health Department. The com-
pany agreed to install a pollution-
control device. However, Recy-
cling Inc. said the installation
could take up to a year. Ms. Wall
told the Council that she and her
neighbors could and would not

Continued on page 9

By TO John R. Mies
Halloween may be an enjoy-

able holiday for kids, but it can
be a bit tricky for parents. Con-
cerns about your children's
safety, whether they are out in
the neighborhood or back home
with their bags of goodies, can
blacken an otherwise fun day.

Here are some safety tips that
can help you relax, and better
enjoy the holiday.

Make sure your kids dress up
safely. Check that the costumes
are flame retardant so little ones
aren't in danger near burning
jack-o-lanterns.

Keep costumes short to pre-
vent trips, falls, or other bumps

in the night.
Try make up instead of a

mask. Masks tend to be hot, and
uncomfortable, and can also ob-
struct your child's vision — a
dangerous thing while crossing
streets or using stairs.

Make sure kids wear light col-
ors, or wear reflective tape if
they will be out at night.

Trick or treaters should stay
in groups so they aren't a tempt-
ing target for real life goblins.
Parents should accompany very
young children.

Make trick-or-treating
trouble free. Make sure older
kids stick in groups with their

Continued, on page 9

Tobacco
Ordinance
Passed

At the October 9 Council
meeting an ordinance was
passed to limit the display of
cigarettes and tobacco products
at retail stores. Several store-
owners spoke out against the or-
dinance. The storeowners in at-
tendance were Pauls Stationary,
BP Mini Mart, Tobacco Barn,
and Sunrise Food Store. These
storeowners claimed that they re-.
ceive a promotional fee for
prominently displaying the to-
bacco products on the counter
or on floor displays in front of
the counter and this ordinance
would dramatically cut into their
profits.

Mayor Gallagher commented
that each storeowner had been
approached and asked to remove
the displays voluntarily. Most
storeowners did not comply. He
said that he didn't believe the
stores would lose money because
of the ordinance. He said that
moving the tobacco products out
of reach will deter minors from
buying cigarettes. Instead, pur-
chasers would have to request
cigarettes from the clerk rather
then picking them up from dis-
plays.

The ordinance states that all
displays of tobacco products must
be moved back out of reach from
the customer.

REMINDER:
The 1997 Can-
didates Debate
will be held this evening at South
PI H.S., 7:30 pm. The South
Plainfield Observer will publish
Oct. 30 to include coverage of
the debate. This issue will re-
place the Nov. 6 issue.

Rickel Home Center announced they will close 49 stores by the end of the year, eliminating 2,800 jobs.
The first layoffs will affect Rickets' 240 employees in the South Plainfield office and distribution center.
The company has been under Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection since Jan. 1996. ______


