
BOROUGH BATTLE ALWAYS
HEATS THINGS UP

Perennial Somerset
County basketball

powers Immaculata
and Somerville will

face off in their
annual neighborhood
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A FINAL FAREWELL GIFT
Martina Figel, left, will always remember Tiki Barber's

last home appearance with the Giants.
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GRUDGE
MATCH

Two local wrestlers have a score to settle,
but the real winner will be area charities.
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Marriott
on Main
Gary Trombino, owner of North
Bridge Properties, inside one of
the apartments in the new
Marriott Hotels ExecuStay loca-
tion located on MaifT Street in
Somerville.
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Following in
his footsteps
HIGHLAND PARK — Each year
this borough honors the memo-
ry of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
by highlighting the work of a
local resident whose activism
embodies King's spirit.
Tina Weishaus, a longtime
environmental, education and
antiwar activist, was honored
Jan. 15 at !he Senior/Youth
Center.
The Highland Park resident
"has been a tireless advocate
for peace and justice." accord-
ing to Councilwomdn Elsie
Foster-Dublin.
"She has championed causes
important to us here in
Highland Park and important to
the entire planet," Foster-Dublin
said. "She is a very deserving
recipient of the Martin Luther
King Award."
Weishaus served as president
of the Highland Park Middle
School-High School Parent
Teacher Student Organization.
She is a founding member of
the Central Jersey Coalition
Against War and recently
signed on with Al Gore to help
educate the public about global
warming. Weishaus recently
returned from a week spent in
Nashville, Tenn., where she
continued her training,
Keynote speaker for tho Jan.
15 program was Valorie Caffee,
chairman of the Environmental
Justice Advisory Council in the
New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection.
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Steeplechase Cancer Center opens
By ALLISON ELVSE GUALTIERI
Staff Writer

SOMERVILLE — With great
fanfare —- provided by
Somerville resident Mark
Tarantino, one of the buglers
for the Far Hills Race Meeting
— the Steeplechase Cancer
Center at Somerset Medical
Center held its official open
house on Monday, two days
prior to seeing its first
patients.

"This has been a long
endeavor, bringing this cancer
center to reality," said Ken
Bateman, president and chief
executive officer of the med-
ical center. Though the hospi-
tal began planning the expan-
sion in ZQOZ, the long road to
its opening was focused on
one thing: bringing cancer
care to the community and
putting it in one place.

"This isn't about the med-
ical center, this is about the
community and the peop1 _• ««_•
serve," he said. "It's about
bringing the technology and
bringing the treatment, and
it's about bringing it to the
community and bringing it
local."

One of those patients the
center will serve is
Hillsborough resident Marie
Harvey, who just celebrated
her three-year anniversary as
a breast cancer survivor.

"The three most frightening
words in the English language
are invasive ductal carcinoma.
which is med-speak for breast
cancer. When a doctor says
those words and you're the
only other person in the room,
that's fear,"' said Harvey. "At
that moment, I didn't hear
early detection and treatable.
I just thought of the neighbor
two doors down who didn't see
50."

For Harvey, there was a
happy ending, but getting
(here was tiring, particularly
when a patient has appoint-
ments and treatments at facil-
ities around the county. At the
Steeplechase Cancer Center,
patients will he able to see
their doctors and gel treat-
ment in one location.

"Fatigue is ail issue across
the board, and u reduction in
the travel Unit goes >' long

Continued on page A2

Elizabeth Wruszek, top. works in patient information
sea-ices at Iho new SteoplRChase Cancer Center a!
Somerset Medical Center, which opened this week.
Above is the center's precise linear accelerator, used
to target tumors

Identity theft
lessons
taught

BOUND BROOK -The N'ev, >-p;ev
Department of BankiiH; and
Insurance is coiiunuiisi; to educuii-
consumers on how to protect them-
selves from identity thefl.

That was the message deportment
staff in coordination svith the
Woman's Literary Club of iiiiuiui
Brook delivered recently to resi-
dents. The department made, similar
presentations to nearly I4,*H)O peo-
ple throughout the suite in 2li06.

Identity theft is the frauduka? use
of a person's name arid identifying
data and occurs when that informa-
tion is stolen and used for someone
else's financial gaia. According to ihe
Federal Trade Commission. New
Jersey ranks among the- sop 20 sia;es
in identity then reports, idenilty
thieves may use another ;vr-.;:•.re-
name, address and financial data to
open bank accounts or obtain credit,
merchandise or services.

"'Losing control of your financial
identity is devastating," said stale
banking Commissioner Steve*1 M.
Goldman. "The Stale of New Jersey
is taking the lead in teaching senior:-
and consumers of all ages !um 1.0 i.uo-
tect themselves from the growing
problem of identity ihefi.

"When someone gain.-- ac ••-; m
your personal identifying inf<>nsiu
tion, they can obtain fraudulent v<-td-
it accounts, apply for jobs in ?i>w
name and harm your credit I»I|.'OJ-."'
he said. "This can make it ciitTicuit
for consumers to secure a loan, buy ,i
home or even gel a telephone."

William Hulls, a coinnmniiy e<!u»:;i-
tor, taught Bound Jiroofc area iv:".i-
dents how to avoid identity •;»,:!!,
what to do if they believe thnt they
are victims t»f itSenuty theff yn«i ho;v
to maintain cnnttiil of their rri"-tiii
reporting. He cautioneti rsin .p.-rn:;-;
not to carry extra credit u;mis. tlieiv
Social Security card und niht r hU n
tification docutnenis ssich as .1 past-
p o r t HI b i r t h i ' i '-!ti i if i itf- lii.'h.'-ss
absolutely necer.s;ir,v.

"It 's a hit; (>rt)blt:sn and we've !•• 11 •
to help you." Units s.iid. 'hut 'in- ;i: ;;
s tep ill pi'Ott'f!hji4 yr.ur.iulv! -.. Vt»n
need In iu? very c*uvfiiL

Since 2001 Hulls ami utliei v<Un\;-

Continued on page A2

Church appeals to younger generation
By AMY S. BOBROWSKI
Staff Writer

BRIDGEWATKR — How-
can something that is 1B0
years old be pregnant?

It wasn't a problem for the
biblical figure Sarah, who
was 90 years old when she
bore her son Isaac. The wor-
shipers at the North Branch
Reformed Church hope
they'll have smooth sailing
too as they plan to bore a
daughter church.

The nation's 20- to 30-
somethings make up an
"unroachuci generation,'11

said The Rcv.Tnrid Buurstra,
pastor at the church.

'These 20- and 30-some-
things are suing to church
less than the past genera-
tions because we (the
church) do things (In; sam«
old ways." he said. "They
want something meaningful
to them, individually."

In tht! next few months,
the church plans to hire an

individual in that njiv «roup
who will work as a "planter"
to implement or plum the
new program. The planter
will first participate in the
church's current services
and activities for about nine
months starting in tho
spring und then will work
with young members ro
form programs geared to
that ugf group. The daugh-
ter church could launch its
first sendees near the end of
2007.

"We have a strong youth
ministry for people up to 18,
but then they yo off to col-
lege and leave the congrega-
tions," Buurstra said. "Th«y
come, back years later when
they have kids of their own,
but we wan! to kt-y into
those kids before they leave
us. We want to help them
connect to their spiritual
community."

Matt O'Rourke is one of
those "kids." As a senior at

BucklH'll University,
O'Hourke, a Bndgewattr
resident, prefers worship
services at Slis college to
those at his home church,

"There's more freedom
and it's mote intimate," he
said. "At anytime in the ser-
vice, if you want to kneel,
pray or clap with a song, you
can. It miji'jit make me
uncomfortable to do that at
North Branch"

To get the ball rolling on
the daughter church, later
this month church officials
will commission a study that
shows detnographical infor-
mation and religious follow-
ing on people within a five-
to 10-milu radius of tht.
church compared to nation-
al averages. The Church
Planting Implementation
Committee will use that
information to create new
programs or worship styles.
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Continued on page A2
The Rev. Todd Buurstra of North Branch Rr»fnimr.
Bndgewater.
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