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A STANDING
MEMORY

A piece of steel from the
World Trade Center towers is
now part of the Green Brook

memorial honoring those
killed in the 9/11 terrorist

attacks. On Monday, the fifth
anniversary of that day was

marked with moments of
silence and prayer.
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IMMACULATA
GETS

BRAGGING
RIGHTS

Shutting down
Somerville's attack

after halftime,
Immaculata went on to
earn a 21-14 triumph

as the Spartans
defeated their

neighborhood rivals for
the second year

in a row.
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WELCOME HOME
Branchburg Rescue Squad marked
the arrival of two new trucks with a

celebration on Saturday.
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Arts festival hits borough streets

Fighting
Parkinson's
Lauren Sferrazza, left, of
Edison, a sophomore biology
major at Rider University, has
studied the protein GDNF in
Axolotls and Venous laevis. Her
work is part of on-going research
conducted by Julie Drawbridge,
right, associate professor of biol-
ogy at Rfder.'For the past seven
years, Drawbridge has received
funding from the National
Science Foundation's Animal
Development Mechanisms
Program to focus on how cell
migration is involved in the
development of the vertebrate
kidney.

Research
underway
Dr. Mona Thiruchelvam, assis-
tant professor of environmental
and occupational medicine at
the University of Medicine and
Dentistry — New Jersey-Robert
Wood Johnson Medical School,
is one of 10 recipients national-
ly to receive a grant for transla-
tional research in Parkinson's
disease from the Michael J. Fox
Foundation for Parkinson's
Research.
The foundation awarded $1.8
million in total funding to 10
research teams working to vali-
date the therapeutic potential of
various basic science discover-
ies, pushing them one step
closer to the clinic. The projects
are being funded under the
foundation's annual Target
Validation initiative, the focal
point of which is to ensure that
the translation of research into
beneficial therapies for
Parkinson's disease is con-
firmed through narrowly
focused validation studies.
Dr. Thiruchelvam's lab is one of
six teams that will work to gen-
erate new neuroprotective
strategies with potential to slow
or stop disease progression,
something no treatment on
today's market can do. Her
research will focus on synthetic
estrogen's ability to protect
dopamine neurons in culture.
Four other teams will investi-
gate potential approaches to
alleviate the symptoms of
Parkinson's disease.
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HIGHLAND PARK — Main Street
is combining the beauty of the fall
season with the splendor of art as it
presents The Arts in the Park — the
2006 Highland Park Arts Festival.

The annual festival will be held
tomorrow along Raritan Avenue
between Third and Fifth avenues
from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The
event — to be held rain or shine — is
being co-sponsored by Unity Bank.

The festival will be an all-outdoors,
juried art show conceived to show-
case fine arts and crafts and high-
light a defining quality of Highland
Park as a creative, multicultural,
dynamic community.

"The objectives of The Arts in the

Park are to promote Highland Park
as an artistic community while stim-
ulating the economy," said Graham
Copeland, executive director of Main
Street Highland Park. "This event is
a great way for residents and visitors
to admire and shop for some fantas-
tic works of art, while enjoying all
that Highland Park has to offer."

It will be a multi-layered event. The
main attraction is the Juried Fine
Arts & Crafts Show. It will feature 60
artists selected from the region, with
a focus on many local artists.
Participants will display and sell
their work under tents along Raritan
Avenue ".;nd participate in a contest
for various awards.

Another facet of the event will be
two stages of entertainment, with
Jive jazz, rock, folk and bluegrass
performances from New Jersey musi-
cians. A large Kids Zone will include
chalk drawing, pastels, a large mural,
beaded jewelry, tapestry art and
scrap booking, all provided by local
businesses. Of course, rides and
games will also be available for the
kids. For the adults, wine tasting
with Balk Winery and microbrew
beers will also be served. And of
course, food vendors will be serving a
variety of mouth-watering dish-'S to
the crowds.

This cultural festival is expected to
draw thousands of art and music

lovers from the local communities
and visitors from Middlesex and
Somerset counties and expose them
to the core of Highland Parks' down-
town district.

Main Street Highland Park is the
organizational sponsor of Arts in the
Park. Main Street Highland Park is a
nonprofit organization dedicated to
the promotion and revitalization of
Highland Park's thriving downtown
business district. Main Street
Highland Park follows a successful
four-point program established by
the National Trust for Historic
Preservation's Main Street Center.

For more information, call (732)
828-8444 or www.mainstreethp.org.

Bound
Brook
grads

marking
50 years

Rita Staffieri, who now lives in Pennsylvania, is pictured
above greeting Bill Ferris of California during the 50th reunion
for Bound Brook High School's Class of 1956 on Wednesday.
Former classmates are pictured at right gathering in front of
the school. Members toured the high school Wednesday and
presented a plaque to the school honoring Bound Brook alum-
ni who served in the military. Mayor Frank Ryan then honored
the class with a proclamation at Rosina's Cafe. On Thursday
a golf outing was planned at Rutgers University, and on Friday
some of the classmates ventured down to Atlantic City to try
their luck at the Tropicana. Later, the group was expected to
meet up at their old stomping grounds, Chilchs. in Bound
Brook, for a beer and pizza party. Today, they will party at the
Somerville Elks followed by brunch at the Elks tomorrow. The
class has established a mathematics scholarship for Bound
Brook High School students. The class of 1956 is the only
Bound Brook class to offer scholarships.
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Today is
Somerville

Sampler Day
By ALLISON ELYSE GUALTIERI
Staff Writer

SOMERVILLE — Treats and
tastes will be available on Main
Street again, as Somerville
Sampler Day will showcase
downtown businesses' wares for
the second year in a row from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. today.

The District Management
Corporation is coordinating the
event, which will feature free
food, sidewalk sales, giveaways,
and activities from over 50
downtown businesses.

"We've worked very hard to
get participants, and we've got
about 50 businesses that will be
participating," said DMC board
member and downtown busi-
ness owner Cynthia Nannen,
adding that there are about 13
restaurants thai will be giving
out food and over 30 stores that
will participate in the event.

Nannen, along with business
owners Penny Milligan, Ken
Rommel], and RanD Pitts, were
the originators of the event, and
were the ones that persuaded
the business owners to partici-
pate, said district manager
Cynthia Uollod.

"We're hoping for a bigger
turnout. I think word of mouth
has been very positive about
the one last year, and hopefully
ihe weather will hold and it will
be a good day for people to
come out," she said.

Continued on page A2

School successful in Quarters for the Cure drive
On Fridays, class represen-

tatives from the James
Monroe School in Edison
would rush to count change
and record it on a chart post-
ed in the foyer of the school
for all to see. Without any tan-
gible rewards, the elementary
children remained deter-
mined, and in just a matter of
weeks, raised almost $2,000
to support a cause often too
difficult to comprehend, even
for those children who have
family members or friends
who are living with cancer.

Created by the Cancer
Institute of New Jersey
Foundation to support
patient care and the research,
prevention and education
programs ai the Cancer

Institute of New Jersey,
Quarters for the Cure was
held in 51 schools throughout
New Jersey including the
winning Edison school, James
Monroe. To date, this year's
campaign has raised more
than S2().()t)(), a sixty-seven
percent increase over the
2005 total of $12,000.

"We are so proud of the
children for working so hard
to help in the fight against
cancer," said Cynthia Lewis,
assistant director of annual
giving at the foundation.
"This has proven that chil-
dren can he great philan-
thropists at any age."

Beginning in January, regis-
tered schools were sent let-
ters accompanied by five-gal-

lon water bottles and were
challenged to raise as much
as possible by hosting cre-
ative classroom activities and
contests.

"It is a good feeling helping
others," Student Council
President Jared Peaaeilo said.

Alexandra Gonzalez and
I,ogan Martin, who are on the
Student Council's executive
board, added that they appre-
ciate what they have more
since being involved with
Quarters for the Cure.

The school was recognized
in a June 8 awards ceremony
by the cancer institute, school
leaders and local dignitaries.
Welcoming remarks by
Principal Lynda Zapoticzny
and an introduction bv

Student Council advisors
Maria Weber and Virginia
Pattie opened the ceremony.
Deena Centofanti, oncology
education specialist at the
institute, gave a presentation
to students on common sense
ways to help protect them-
selves from cancer. Mayor Jim
II. Choi wrapped lip the
assembly thanking the chil-
dren and encouraging them to
continue to cure and give of
themselves generously.

At Militown School in
Bridgewater. a Quarters
Challenge Week put class-
rooms in competition with
one another to see who could
raise the most. Students also
participated in the Quarter
Water Game, where quarters

were carefully dropped into a
filled water jug with the hope
of getting it into the cup at
the bottom. Winners received
a pass for an extra physical
education class, and accord-
ing to teachers, the game was
hugely popular bringing in
SS25. In total, $1,750 was
raised by the Militown School.

In Medford, the Burlington
County Insti tute of
Technology with a student
population of 900 raised
$1,212.52 by taking a differ-
ent route and hosting a Penny
Collection. Students were
encouraged to fill their jugs
with pennies and as few

'S of silver of possible.
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