
TAKING THE LEAP
Kyle Calvo, a former

state high jump champ
at Somerville, has

shifted his focus to the
decathlon at the

University of
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BROOK'S REBORN
After being devastated
by a flood more than
five years ago, the

Brook Arts Center will
soon reopen as a

regional arts center.
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A SPECIAL KIND OF HOMECOMING
A car show in Manville this weekend

provides the opportunity for this 1932 Ford
to be reunited with its former owners.
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:• i i '• • Domestic violence on the rise
Several communities see increase, but not sure why

Living on
Main Street
For many people who work or
own a business in Somerville,
living in the borough makes
perfect sense. RanD Pitts,
owner of the Sound
Exchange/Xpress Gear is one
of them. The third week of a
five-week series titled the
Changing -Eace-of Somerville
continues inside.
Page A6.

Lab work
Melissa Melendez of Edison, a
senior biochemistry major at
Rider University, spent time in
the lab as part of a biochem-
istry research project.
Page A5.

Art exhibit
work sought
EDISON — The Edison Arts
Society is sponsoring two
upcoming visual art exhibits
that have deadlines fast
approaching: the Members
Only 2006 Art Gallery exhibit
and photographs for "Gardens
of the Garden State."
Submit all entries to Edison Arts
Society, 340 Raritan Center
Parkway, Edison, NJ 08837.
The Members Only 2006
Exhibition requires digital
entries in jpeg format only and
is open to members of the
Edison Arts Society, age 16-up.
Deadline for submissions is
Friday, Sept. 8. A $15 fee must
be included with the discs.
Residents of New Jersey are
invited to submit up to 2 pho-
tographs of their gardens or
segments of it for the "Gardens
of the Garden State" art and
photography exhibit by Friday,
Sept, 15.
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By ALLISON ELYSE GUALTIERI
Staff Writer

While reports of domestic violence
around the county are up, from 2,303
reported incidents in 2004 to 2,347
last year, places like Somerville,
Watchung, Bridgewater and Raritan
showed large increases in the inci-
dence of domestic violence, and local
police departments and advocacy
groups are unsure exactly why.

Capt. Gary Stramaglia, of the
Raritan Borough Police Department,
said that while his numbers differed
from the state figures — which show

an increase of 65 reports, while the
Raritan figures show 44-incident
increase— there are still more
reports from 2004 to 2005.

"I couldn't tell you why. Maybe it's
just that we're getting more calls,"
he said, which means that more
reports are filed. "Regardless of
whether charges get pressed or peo-
ple don't want to sign a complaint, a
report gets tilled out."

In Somerville, the number of
domestic violence reports rose from
94 reports in 2004 to 136 last year. In
Watchung, the number of domestic

violence incidents rose from 34 to 56;
however no officials from the bor-
ough were available to comment on
the increase as of press time. The
data came from the state's latest
Uniform Crime Report, a annual
tracking of criminal activity in
municipalities and counties through-
out the state.

Stramaglia said while police do
internal training, there has been no
awareness campaigns or public edu-
cation efforts by the police depart-
ment that would result in more calls.
he said, and the way local police

departments submit reports to the
state has remained the same.

The higher number of reports in
Raritan, which dropped from 69 inci-
dents in 2003 to 55 in 2004 before ris*
ing to 120 last year, according tQ
state figures, is also not necessarily
the result of repeat offenders.

"We'll have some repeat calls, to
the same house or apartment, maybe
two or three times a year," he saift

So far, he said, the borough has
received 59 reports in the first severf

Continued on page A2
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Julie Jagieilo of Branchburg leans in to kiss Artie Lange during his movie premier party at The Rail in Bound Brook fas! week.

Fans pack Rail to see Howard Stern sidekick
By JIM WHITE
Staff Writer

BOUND BROOK — As hundreds
of fans packed The Rail for a
chance to get an autograph, a pic-
ture and a few words with Artie
Lange, John Jagieilo, who attend-
ed the appearance with his wife
Julie, was having some jealousy
issues.

"She loves Artie. She dreams
about the guy. I don't know why.
She doesn't dream about me," said
(he Branchburg man, half serious.

"I love Artie," admitted Julie
Jagieilo. "He's just a normal guy
that everyone can relate to."

Best known as a member of the
Howard Stern Radio Show, Lange
was at The Rail last Thursday to
promote his upcoming movie,

"Artie Lange's Beer League,"
which hits theaters Sept. 15.

It's a raunchy comedy about
"Artie," an unemployed, unmoti-
vated drunk who still lives with his
mother. Artie is on a losing Softball
team, and he and his teammates
are facing the end of their playing
days if they can't pull it together.
But when love enters his life, it
unexpectedly alters Artie's low
self-esteem and the odds of win-
ning, not only the league trophy,
but a new life, seem possible. A
trailer of the film played in a loop
on dozens of televisions through-
out the evening Thursday as Lango
and two of the movie's costars,
Michael Dceg and Jimmy Palumbo,
patiently signed movie memorabil-
ia and posed for pictures. The film
also stars Ralph Macchiti of

"Karate Kid" fame; Laurie
Metcalf, who played "RoseannfV
TV sister; Tina Fey from "Saturday
Night Live;" comedian and SMI.
veteran Jim Brexier, and comedian
Jim Florentine.

Lange, a Jersey guy from Union,
is friends with The Rail's owner
Mike Ruane. Twenty years ago he
hired Lange to play a part in a din-
ner theater show he was directing.
At the lime, Lange was driving a
cab.

Lange would later m> tin to per-
form stundup comedy, act in a
number of movies, ami make tin-
cast of "Mad TV." But hv earned
most of hi*> fame when he joint-d
the Howard Stern crew in 2001,
and accompanied "The Kiii.ii of ail
Media" on the jump to Siritis
Satellite1 Radio.

Sailors'
history is
discussed

PISCATAWAY — The Middlesex
County Cultural and Heritage
Commission presents "African
American Sailors in the Union Navy"
with Joseph P. Reidy at 2 p.m. tomor-
row at East Jersey Olde Towne
Village, 1050 River 'Road. This lec-
ture is the first in the two-part "We
the People" series focusing on the
United States Constitution.

This lecture is co-sponsored by the
Metuchen-Edison Branch of the
NAACP and the Paul Robeson
Center at Rutgers University. This
program is funded in pan by the
Middlesex County Cultural and
Heritage Commission, the Middlesex
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the We the People Initiative of
the National Endowment for the
Humanities, through a grant from
the New Jersey Council for the
Humanities.

Reidy, associate provost and profes-
sor of history at Howard University,
will speak of (he little-known inte-
grated crews t)f Union naval vessels
and discuss the significant role of
African Americans in the Civil War
Navy. Using photographs of sailors
and images of enlistment and service
records, hu will focus, in part, of the
life of Lewis T. Johnson, a 15-year-old
African American who served on
board the tJSS Wcehawkcn, one of
the five ironclads built in Jersey City.
The 13th and 14th Amendments to
the Constitution will be the basis for
con!rusting remarks.

Reidy has taught in thu history
department ai Howard University
since 1984 ami was associate dean of
its firaduate school from 1998-2001.
He earned his bachelor's degree
from Viilaiiova University and his
master's degree and Ph.D. from
Northern Illinois University, special-
izing in lllth-ctntiiry United States

Continued on page A2

Millstone Valley Chorus names officers
The Millstone Valley Chorus recent-

ly installed its 2006-07 officers.
Outgoing management team coor-

dinator, Corynn Ganley officiated at
the ceremony, which was held at the
Clubhouse at Williamsburg Square in
Hillsborough.

Ganley turned her title and respon-
sibilities over to Trish Wolfe. Both
Ganley and Wolfe are Hillsborough
residents.

"It's been a lot of fun and work get-
ting our chorus to a new level of per
fnrtnancc readiness and competition
placement," Ganley said. "We have
lots of momentum for the coming
year."

Wolfe, a former treasurer for the
organization, is looking forward to
serving the chorus in a new capacity.

Other newiy appointed members of
•the management team include Jean

Mayo, events team leader, Diane
Trampe, treasurer, and Alice Tempel,
secretary. Each woman will serve a
two-year term. Remaining team
members Anita Barry, membership
team leader, and Carole Auletta,
communications team leader, who
were elected last year, will serve for
one more year before completing
their terms.

Ganley also earned the iitlc "Sweet
Adeline of the Year" at the ceremo-
ny. The chorus voted to give her this
award because of her outstanding
service in performances, fundraisers
and rehearsals. Former recipients,
Jean Ferguson, 2004 and Robin
Carberry, 2005, presented a silver
necklace and charm to Ganley.

The Millstone Valley Chorus is a
Continued on page A2

coumssv MianTow; VAUEV CHOWS
At an Installation dinner and ceremony. The Millstone Valley Chorus recently
selected its 2006-07 management team. From left. Jack Pinto ol Hamilton, chorus
director, Trish Woife of Hillsborough, team coordinator, Anita Barry of Hiilsborough,
membership chair. Jeanne Mayo of Skillman, events planner, Diane Trampe of
Hillsborough, finance manager, and Alice Tempo! of Piscataway, secretary. Not
shown is Carole Auietta of Bound Brook, communications coordinator.
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