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squad reached the
final of the High School

Division 'A' playoffs.
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CLOWNING
AROUND

The Clowning
Around 4-H Club

will entertain at this
year's Somerset
County 4-H Fair.

PAGE A6

BALANCING ACT
A troupe of jugglers will help out
the Ronald McDonald Camp in

the Poconos.
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Take time
to read
Stephon Laity, 8,.reads a book
at Lepp Park in Somervilie as
part of a program hosted by the
Somervilie Public Library.
Librarians are visiting borough
parks through Wednesday with
books for young adults. These
visits-are em Monday in
Chambres Park, Tuesday in
Lepp Park and Wednesday in
the Ken Cornell Skate Park.'
Hours at each location are 1-
2:30 p.m. Special prizes will be
awarded to each person who
reads booKS on their reading
level. Participants must write a
book review in order to have a
chance to win prizes and to
enter for a chance to win a $25
gift certificate from the UnReal
Sk8 Shop.

For more information, visit
www.lmxac.org/somervillelib or
call Ann-Marie Aymer at (908)
725-1336, Ext. 12.

Blood supply
remains low
The Blood Center of New
Jersey reports continuing seri-
ous blood shortages across the
region and urges the public to
step up to the challenge of get-
ting the blood supply stable.
The Blood Center is handling
these area blood drives:
Thursday, Aug. 17— John F.
Kennedy Library, 500 Hoes
Lane. Piscataway, 3-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 23— St.
Paul's Episcopal Church, 214
Church St., Bound Brook, 3-7
p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 24 — VFW hall,
606 Inman Ave., Colonia, 3-8
p.m.
Friday, Aug. 25— Clarion Hotel
and Towers, 2055 Lincoln
Highway (Route 27), Edison, 3-
8 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 26— Menlo
Park (entrance D), Edison, 11
a.m.-4 p.m.
For a full schedule of the Blood
Center's blood drives, visit
www.bloodnj.org.
All donors throughout the sum-
mer will receive a "Give Blood"
wristband or T-shirt when they
sign up to donate blood at
(866) 968-BCNJ. For more, call
Kathy Nolan at (800) BLOOD
NJ, Ext. 109.
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COURTESY HIGH ROAD SCHOOLS AT SOMERSET

From left, Edwina Lee, executive director of the NJ School Boards Association, Stacy Rieger, teacher
and award-winner from the Middlesex Regional Educational Services.Commission, and Gracanne
Hinski-Ryan, president of ASAH.

Students are celebrated

Bridgewater
cleanup stops
By AMY S. B0BR0WSKI
Staff Writer

BRIDGEWATER — The
remediation of the former
American Cyanamid prop-
erty is on hold as the
Department of
Environmental Protection
completes an evaluation of
how to best clean up the

contaminants.
The department's project

manager, Haiyesh Shah,
updated the township coun-
cil Monday night about the
progress of the soil remedi-
ation, which, if all goes
according to plan, could be

Continued on page A2

FRANKLIN — They overcome challenges to
achieve their goals on a daily basis and they
offer unique talents to the world. They are spe-
cial education students and hundreds of them
kicked off Special Education Week at the High
Road Schools at Somerset.

They joined teachers from across the state as
both students and educators were honored for
their accomplishments and contributions.

Special Education week recognizes all stu-
dents with special needs as well as the efforts
of their parents and teachers. Approximately

235,000 children and adults receive special
education services in New Jersey.

Special Education teacher Stacy Rieger of
the Middlesex Regional Educational Services
Commission received an ''Innovations in
Special Education" award for The Soup-er
Heroes of Secondary 6 program. The program
requires students to prepare and sell a new
recipe to the staff every other week.

The High Road Schools service more than
1.200 students in 25 schools iii seven states.
For more information, visit www.kidslinc.com.

Lawmaker attends
leaders summit

Assemblyman Upendra Chivukula, D-17lh, met with
high-ranking state government officials and policy
experts from across the Northeast to discuss regional
priorities on a wide range of timely issues including
regional energy policy, U.S.-Canada relations, illegal
immigration, the overstretched National Guard, No
Child Left Behind, health coverage for the uninsured
and federal-state relations at the Council of State
Governments' Eastern Regional Conference 46th
Annual Meeting and Regional Policy Forum held in
Philadelphia from July 30 through Aug. 2.

"This is a key event for states and provinces in our

Continued on page A2

Bridgewater Commons adds a 'downtown'
By AMY S. B0BR0WSKI
Staff Writer

BRIDGEWATER — With 11 new
stores, one coffee house and a large-
scale Italian restaurant constructed
in an open air market layout to
encourage strolling and shopping,
the new Village at Bridgewater
Commons is slated to become the
township's Main Street.

"This adds a whole new dimension
to the mall and Bridgewater," said

Somerset County Freeholder Rick
Fontana, a township resident.
"Bridgewater doesn't have a Main
Street. This will be like its down-
town."

"It's going to be downtown
Bridgewater," added Barbara Finn,
marketing director for Bridgewater
Commons Mall. "It'll be a place for
people to come and gather — to
stroll, shop and eat."

The Village, which along with the

Bridgeware)- Commons Mall is owned
by General Growth properties, will
offer 95,000 square feet of new retail
space when it opens Sept. 21. A pre-
view event, scheduled for Sept. 20,
will benefit the Somerset County
United Way. A four-day grand open-
ing celebration is scheduled for Sept.
21-24.

On Monday, local officials, mem-
bers of the business community and
the non-profit sector were treated to

a hard hat tour of the new lifestyle
center.

The flagship store in the center will
be the 35,000-square-foot Crate &
Barrel. Other retailers include
Coldwater Creek, Ann Taylor Loft,
Banana Republic, Brooks Brothers,
White House/Black Market, Origins,
Blue Mercury, Johnson & Murphy.
One store is still vacant, hut mall

Continued on page A2

Downtown Somervilie is moving on up
Real estate values rise
as center work nears

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the second
in a five-week look at redevelop-
ment in Somervilie. As the county
seat, what happens in the borough
has an impact on all the communi-
ties in Somerset County. Coming
next week, living and working in
Somervilie.

By ALLISON ELYSE GUALTIERI
Staff Writer

"Lost Our Lease" said the sign, the
green lettering failing to obscure the
empty windows. Almost overnight, it
disappeared.

After a decade on Main Street in
Somervilie, the St. Jude Shop was.no
more. Soon, a hand-lettered sign was
hung in the window announcing the
arrival of a Japanese-Style steak-
house.

The employees of the St. Jude Shop
found out just after the New Year
that the store was dosing and, by the
next week, the store was empty. The
merchandise, religious and devotion-
al items, had been sent to the other
six St. Jude Shops owned by the
DiCicco family around Philadelphia
and only a few fixtures waited to be
picked up and moved to new homes.

Moving won't be as easy for the
store itself, and no one is sure
whether it will ever return to
Somervilie. A casualty of the rising

real estate values in downtown
Somervilie, the store hasn't found a
new home, and the management
doesn't know if it would.

In the last year, commercial real
estate values in downtown
Somervilie have been climbing. As
buildings are sold for larger sums of
money, rents are going up. Even busi-
nesses that are not in buildings with
new owners are feeling the effects.

MOVING ON
The building St. Jude was located

at, 90 Main St., was sold last October,
and the new owners, Paramount
Property Group of Bayonne, asked
two of its tenants to leave so the
stores could be combined and rented
as one, larger space. While RanD
Pius, of Sound Xpress/Xpress Gear,
found a new place right next door.

Continued on page A2
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A view of Main Street Somervilie from the top of the dome of the historic Somerset
County Courthouse.
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