
A \ / Balloons will be riding
^ • high this weekend during

tha annual balloon festival
at Solhsrg Airport in

Roadingion

READY FOR THE FAIR?

Make some time to
head to the Middlesex

County 4-H Fair,
which makes

its return
Aug7-13. £
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County's first magnet school takes shape

One step short
Bridgewater Post 507 came
within a game of playing in the
Connie Mack State
Tournament's final round before
it was upended by Ridge 6-1
Monday night. Bridgewater con-
cluded the summer with an
overall 14-10 record.
Page A7.

A folk life
celebration
NEW BRUUNSWICK — The
Middlesex County Cultural and
Heritage Commission and the"
Folklife Program for New
Jersey present "Guelaguetza!"
at 1:30 p.m. Sunday at the
Crossroads Theatre.
A Zapotec word indicating an
offering, Guelaguetza was the
term used to describe the cere-
mony and celebration held
every year in Oaxaca, Mexico,
to appease the gods in return
for a bountiful harvest. This cer-
emony took place midway
through the rainy season when
it was essential that the rain
continue moderately and with-
out excess to bring forth the
best crops. Today the festival is
held the last two Mondays of
July in the city of Oaxaca de
Juarez. This celebration of
dance, music and traditional
clothing is one of the most rep-
resentative folk festivals in
Oaxaca as it brings together
the principal artistic traditions of
the seven regions of that state.
The Mexican American
Organization Folkloric Dance
Group will present a variety of
traditional dances associated
with the Guelaguetza festival.
Each dance will be accompa-
nied by regional folk clothing
and music.

The mission of the Mexican
American Organization is to
support the social and cultural
aspects of the Mexican commu-
nity in New Jersey. Founded in
October 2003 and based in
New Brunswick, the organiza-
tion promotes the culture of
Mexico through workshops in
dance, theater, visual arts and
language, and promotes activi-
ties that benefit families, espe-
cially children.
Admission to "Guelaguetza!" is
free. Registration is required;
call (732) 745-4489. The
Crossroads Theatre is at 7
Livingston Ave., off George
Street in the New Brunswick
theater district.
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By ALLISON ELYSE GUALTIERI
Staff Writer

BRIDGEWATER — The new
Academy for Health and Medical
Sciences, a partnership between
Raritan Valley Community College
and the Somerset County Vocational
and Technical Schools will welcome
33 high school freshmen from across
the county in September, and prepa-
rations for the opening of the new
program have been underway since
June.

"We started gutting right after
school ended," sajd Michael
Maddaluna, superintendent of the
vocational and technical schools, on
a recent tour of the construction
related to the academy.

It's not just construction. It's the
planning, scheduling, and hiring of
teaching staff in preparation for the
opening of the school, the county's
first magnet school program. The stu-
dents, who had to apply and pass an
entrance exam to enter as freshmen

this fall, will exit the high-intensity
academic program in four years with
both a high school diploma and an
associate's degree.

"The thing in my mind that's most
important is getting ready for open-
ing day; making sure the teachers are
hired, the books are ordered and the
rooms are ready," Maddaluna said.

There are two areas at the school
that are being refurbished for the
academy. One, the former home of a
Cisco computer systems lab, will

become academic classrooms. The
students, who will he split into two
groups, will have all their academic
classes — except for science — in
those two rooms, and the teachers
will rotate in and out.

"Basically, all thai has to be done is
the physical part: the walls and fur-
niture," said Maddaluna, pointing
out how the large, open space will be
divided to form two classrooms and a

Continued on page A2

Thrills
and chills

Thrill seekers, top, get their fill on
the Rainbow ride at the Fireman's
Fair in Hillsborough Tuesday. At right,
Nick Linker, 12, and C.J. Lacasto. 13,
try their hands at a water gun game.
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Roosevelt
director speaks
at conference
EDISON — Dr. Frank Damiani,

director of resident care at the
Roosevelt. Care Center, discussed
long-term and rehabilitative care as
part of a two-day conference for
South Asian American senior citi-
zens.

The United Way of Central Jersey
asked Damiani to speak at a confer-
ence tin "Successful Aging," orga-
nized to educate the county's South
Asian American senior residents
about the many programs and oppor-
tunities available to them. It was
held last week at the Middlesex
County Fire Academy in Sayreville.

Damiani talked about post-surgical
rehabilitation and wound care
options, trends in long-term care,
how to choose a facility for oneself or
a loved one and financial programs
in place to help pay for long-term
and rehabilitative care.

"There are all manner of new
approaches and techniques for reha-
bilitative and long-term care," lie
said. "Hopefully, those who attended
the conference came away with a bet-
ter understanding of what a facility
like Roosevelt Care Center can do
for them or their hived ones."

Damiani said lie and his staff wel
come events such a.s the "Successful
Aging" conference because they not
only inform but start dialogues
between residents and the agencies

Continued on page A2

Somerset Medical Center nurses are honored
SOMERVILLE — Registered nurse

Joan McKibben, of Harmony
Township, director of medical/surgi-
cal nursing at Somerset Medical
Center, has received the medical cen-
ter's top nursing honor, the 2006 Jean
Dougherty Award.

The award, named in honor of a
late nurse who worked at the med-
ical center for more than 30 years,
was recently presented to McKibben
dviring National Nurses' Week in
recognition of her nursing leader-
ship, focus on professional develop-
ment, dedication to nursing, adher-
ence to nursing values and signifi-
cant impact on the medical center's
Quality of care and performance
improvement.

"Her reputation among her col-
leagues is that she will get the job
done, follow through and promote
the best in patient care," said regis-
tered nurse Kathy Cummins, director
of Somerset Medical Center's Center
for Nursing Excellence, who present-
ed the award.

Cummins also praised McKibben
for her organizational skills, fair
decision-making, fostering collabora-
tion, boosting morale and exemplify-
ing integrity and trust. McKibben is
the type of manager who puts
employees first, Cummins said. She
is often stopping off at a bakery at
5:30 a.m. to pick up bagels for her
.staff, bringing in birthday cakes for
stuff birthdays and voluntarily work-
ing on holidays so other supervisors
can stay home.

McKibben began working at the
medical center in W81 as a unit sec-

Continued on page A2
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Registered nurse Jean McKibben. of Harmony Township center, recently received Somerset Medica! Center's highest nurs-
ing honor. Among those congratulating McKibben on her award were, from left to right, Dr. Robert Luslig. president of
Somerset Medical Center's medical/denlai staff, registered nurse Kathy Cummins, director of Somerset Medical Center's
Center for Nursing Excellence, Ken Batsman, Somerset Medica! Center's president and chief execut.ve officer. Doug Hulse,
chairman of Somerset Medical Center's board of trustees, registered nurse Maureen Schneider, vice president of patient care
services and chief nursing officer, and John von Stade, chairman of the Somerset Medical Center Foundation board of
trustees.
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