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Stealing
the show
Brittany Lincicome, 20, sur-
prised a star-studded field to
capture the title at HSBC
Women's Match Play
Championship at Hamilton
Farms in Bedminster. The 39-
seeded Lincicome knocked off
the No. 2 and 3 seeds before
beating No. 8 Juli Inkster
Sunday for her first pro victory.
Page A7.

Balloons
take flight
Get ready for the 24th annual
Quick Chek New Jersey
Festival of Ballooning, which is
coming to Soiberg Airport,
Readington, July 28-30. In addi-
tion to daily balloon launches,
there will be food, music and
fireworks. Page A5.

Academy
graduates
EDISON — Forty-two
Middlesex County residents
and one Somerset County resi-
dent have graduated from the
Middlesex County Auxiliary
Police Academy.
The ceremony was held June
28 in the Performing Arts
Center at Middlesex County
College. The graduates will be
assigned to police forces in
seven Middlesex County munic-
ipalities. One auxiliary officer
will be assigned to the
Bedminster Police Department.
They are volunteer positions
that enhance public safety
efforts.
"I applaud the dedication of
these fine men and women who
not only committed themselves
to the rigorous coursework but
will now volunteer their time to
help their neighbors," said
Freeholder Christopher D.
Rafano, chairman of the county
Law and Public Safety
Committee.
Each of the graduates complet-
ed more than 145 hours of
coursework during the 16-week
program aimed at preparing
them for a variety of situations
and procedures they will
encounter on the job.
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Main Street tradition equals sales
Somerville Art Walk, taking place Thursday

nights this month, is another reason to visit
Main Street.

GEORGE PACCIELLO.'STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER (TOP): THE REPORT£H'2D05 (ABOVEi

Muppet characters adorn this 1954 Chevrolet yellow taxi, above, parked
on Main Street in Somerville last summer during a "Friday Night Cruize."
The tradition has paid off for merchants, who are seeing more foot traffic
and sales on Friday nights. Area residents John Schute, 16, and Will
McGirl, 14. top, headed on down to Main Street during a recent Friday
night to play the Marvel trading card game VS at The Oniy Game in Town.

By ALLISON ELYSE GUALTIERI
Staff Writer

SOMERVILLE - Whan the Somerville
Cruizers' "Friday Night Cruize" rolls into
town, it's not just a boon for the restaurants.
From Crazy Deals to the Hungry Hound,
some Main Street merchants have taken
their cue from the crowds, and stay open,
unadvertised, for the Friday night event.

"When it's dark and they've seen the cars
and they've eaten dinner, they still want
something to do," said Cynthia Ryan-
Nannen, co-owner of The Back door. "After 8
o'clock is .some ui our bc»£ business henus.'"

While businesses traditionally close around
five or six, Nannen and her business partner,
Deborah Ryan-Pelletier, believe that flexibil-
ity is important to their business and their
ideal of customer service.

"Our business is customer service, and we
want to accommodate that," said Nannen. If a
customer is running late and calls the .store,
she will stay open, she said, and if there's a
crowd at an event or customers shopping, she
won't close.

"Some weekends are hit or miss, but we
have to be flexible with that," she said,
adding that she watches the crowd to judge.
While officially The Back Door closes at 8
p.m. on Friday, often people attending
"Friday Night Cruize" are just finishing up
with dinner und looking for something new
to do, which Nannen sees as an opportunity
to introduce new people to tier store,

k*What we found is thai we get a lot of expo-
sure. It's a good opportunity for businesses to
capitalize on that,'" she said, noting that the
people attending the cruise night who stop
by her shop don't always buy something that
night, but often return to make purchases.

Some stores, however, do see an immediate
Continued on page A2

Flood control
funding
gets OK

By AMY S. BOBROWSKI
Staff Writer

The funds may be less than area
officials hoped for, but just $5 mil-
lion will make sure that work on the
Green Brook Flood Control Project
continues.

Earlier this month, the Senate
Appropriations Committee approved
a bill calling for S158 million for the
stale's numerous energy and water
projects. The bill, which will come to
a vote before the full Senate and
House of Representatives later this
month, allocates $5 million for the
Green Brook Flood Control Project.

"These projects will protect New
Jersey from floods, preserve our
environment and keep our economy
strong," said Sen. Frank Lautenberg.

The project, which broke ground in
2001, was originally expected to cost
$300 million and be completed with-
in 12 years. Estimates from 2002
have pushed that figure to almost
$430 million and Army Corps of
Engineers officials are hesitant to
give a timeline given the annual
struggle for funding.

For the past two years, President
Bush has left the Green Brook Flood
Control Project out of his federal
budget recommendations, but lucki-
ly with the fighting of Rep. Mike
Ferguson, R-7, and Rep. Rodney
Frelinghuysen, R-ll, S5 million was
reinstated last year for the Army
Corps of Engineers to move forward
on work.

"Once these things stop, it's hard to
get them funded again," Ferguson
said in a previous interview.

In May, the House of
Representatives Appropriations
Committee approved legislation to
give the Corps another $5 million for
the project.

Since work began in 2001, about
} S60 million has been put to use in
I Bound Brook rebuilding an East
j Main Street bridge at a higher eleva-

tion, constructing the pumping sta-
tion and installing most of a protec-
tive "U" shape of levees. An addi-
tional S30 million is necessary to fin-
ish the loop around Bound Brook,
which includes the raising of the
Tahnage Avenue Bridge, expected to
start in the fall. With all the features
in place, the development will pro-
vide protection against a 150-year
flood.

"We'd like to get more, and hope-
fully we will next year," said Joe
Debler, chairman of the Green Brook
Flood Control Commission, a group
that formed to lobby for funding fol-
lowing floods that devastated the
area in the 1970s.

If appropriated, the funds will be
used to initiate contracts for portions
of the levee system, the Conrail
Bridge removal and the raising of the
Tahnage Avenue Bridge.

Construction on the new Talmage
Avenue Bridge is expected to start in
the fall and cost $12 to SI5 million.
The existing bridge will be replaced
with a bridge 136 feet long, 60 feet

Continued on page A2

A cut above
HIGHLAND PARK

Organic produce
arrives at market
HIGHLAND PARK — This

year, to better serve residents,
the Highland Park Farmer's
Market will offer produce
grown at the largest organic
farm in New Jersey.

E.R. & Son, which operates on
40 acres in Colts Neck, will
open a booth every Friday until
Nov. 3 at the Farmer's Market,
selling over 50 varieties of
organic produce. The farm is
owned and operated by Ed
Lidzbarksi, a native of
Sayreville and resident of
Monroe Township. The farm is a
major supplier of organic food
to Whole Foods Market.

"We are very pleased to offer
Highland Park residents the
chance to purchase organic veg-
etables from one of the most
reputable organic farms in the
state," said Rita Finstein, a bor-
ough resident and the Farmer's
Market on-site manager.

'the Farmer's Market is open
from 11 a.m.-S p.m. every Friday
until Nov. 3 in the parking lot of

the former Senior Recreation
Center at 222 Rarilan Ave.This
is the 10th consecutive year of a
farmer^ market sponsored by
the borough and Main Street
Highland Park.

The Farmer's Market cele-
brates its 10th anniversary with
a community cookbook with
recipes from across town and
around the world, featuring
ingredients found at the mar-
ket,The recipes were submitted
by local residents and mer-
chants. The cookbook wiir be.
available for purchase at«jhe
market in late July or Augu^
cooking demonstrate
scheduled for September to
help market-goers tur i tiie
fresh ingredients into dining
delicacies.

Each week patrons can enjoy
lunch at the Farmer's Market
cafe while listening to 'the
music of local musicians
Friday a month. New this ;

Continued on page A2
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Shawn "Boogie" Leycfen, co-owner of Mirror Image Barber Shop in Bound Brook, is
seen at left getting ready to cut a young clients hair The shop is always busy, in part
because i(s clients know they can get a goad looking haircut. "More or less it's about skill,"
he said. "Trie Hip-Hop generation, that whole audience, we control it. Afros and long hair
are out of style, which brings you back to skill." PAGE A8


