
The Tour of SomerviHe returns
for a 63rd time this weekend.

Get ready for the big weekend of
racing with our preview package.
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Back on top
After failing to defend its title a
year ago, Immaculata High's
baseball team reclaimed the
Somerset County Tournament
championship by defeating
Pingry 8-0 in last week's final at
Bridgewater's Commerce Bank
Ballpark. The SCT title is
Immaculata's 10th.
Page A7.

Memorial Day
parade planned
METUCHEN - On Monday,
the borough wil! continue its tra-
dition with one of the area's
longest-established Memorial
Day parades.
The parade begins at 10 a.m.,
rain or shine, from the Peari
Street parking lot.
The route is west on Center
Street to Middlesex Avenue,
north on Middlesex to Main
Street, south on Main to High
Street, west on High to Lake
Avenue and north on Lake to
Memoria! Park.
The Metuchen Area Chamber
of Commerce also encourages
all participants and attendees to
support Operation Shoebox in
its efforts to collect persona!
items for care packages to be
sent to men and women cur-
rently serving in Iraq. A dona-
tion box will be available along-
side the reviewing stand for
donations. For more informa-
tion about Operation Shoebox
call Lewis Levy at (732) 259-
0500.

For more information, visit
wwvv.metuchenchamber.com.
Those who have a convertible
and are willing to provide trans-
portation for a veteran, call the
Chamber of Commerce at (732)
548-2964,

Bound Brook
remembers
BOUND BROOK •— The bor-
ough's Memorial Day parade
and ceremony will be held
Monday. It begins 10:30 a.m.
at Mountain Avenue and Main
Street and will end at the war
memorial at Union and
Vosseller avenues where the
memorial ceremony will be
held. The services and parade
are being held rain or shine.
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Homeland Security funds pay for vehicles
The Middlesex County Public

Health Department recently dedicat-
ed vehicles and equipment that have
been acquired with Homeland
Security funding to both expand the
day-to-day operational capabilities
as well as to improve response to haz-
ardous materials incidents, bioter-
rorism, outbreaks of infectious dis-
ease and other public health threats
and emergencies.

These new vehicles and state-of-
the-art equipment were obtained
with the federal funding to strength-
en the public health infrastructure
within Middlesex County and to pro-

vide expanded public and environ-
mental health sendees to maintain
the quality of life for the county's
780,000 residents.

These efforts are also directly
linked to statewide and regional pro-
grams to maximize the interoperabil-
ity of these critical resources for
mutual assistance and support.

"Along with these new vehicles and
emergency response resources, it is
imperative that we all work together
to achieve our communal goal — the
protection of all of our residents in
time of emergency or disaster,"
Freeholder John Pulomena said.

Pulomena is chairman of the free-
holders' Public Health and
Education Committee.

"It is also important to note that
these emergency resources are used
extensively in our day-to-day public
health operations,1" he said. "We are
extremely proud of the leadership
role that Middlesex County demon-
strates in our preparedness for
everyday emergencies as well as for
larger and complex events of all
types."

"The expanding mission of public
health, as an emergency response
force, is to preserve and protect the

health of our residents through
active planning, preparedness, edu-
cation and effective response to
emergency events of all kinds, sizes
and complexity," said David A. Papi,
director of the Middlesex County
Public Health Department.

"Through the timely acquisition of
these vehicles and equipment, we
are better prepared to manage pub-
lic health threats throughout
Middlesex County," Papi said.

"Over the last few years we have
crime a long way in enhancing our

Continued on page A2

MEMORIAL DAY 2006

Frank Freehauf points to relatives in
this photo taken in Warren in 1914.
Nearly every generation of his family

dating back to the early 1700s —
served in a war and has lived in the
township.
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Answering the calls to arms
Family's tradition of serving dates back to 18th century

By AMY S. BOBROWSKI
Staff Writer

WARREN — Frank Freehauf did-
n't volunteer to serve his country in
the armed forces. He was drafted
by the Army during Work! War II,
but Freehauf insists his "involun-
tary'" service was the best thing
that every happened to him.

"It got me out into the world,"
said Freehauf, a former Warren res-
ident who now lives in Summit. "It
made me realize my greater poten-
tial and 1 learned things that I
never dreamed I could do."

During the war, Freehauf, serving
in the Army Air Corps, was sta-
tioned in New Guinea, Australia,
Manila, and then was transferred to
occupied Japan where he was a
civil service employee for another
eight years after the war.

Freehauf followed a long history
of family service. Nearly every gen-
eration of his family — dating back
to the early 1700s — served in a
war and has lived in Warren. He will
be representing that family history
at Monday's Memorial Day ceremo-
ny, which is expected to hi1, one of
the biggest events celebrating
Warren's bicentennial year.

"I wouldn't caii it a tradition,"
Freehauf said. "It was just the luck
of the draw. It seems that wars come
along every 20, 25 years. The only
generation that was skipped was
my grandfather, tic was too old to
serve in World War I, but my father
served in World War I."

Freehauf is a descendant of the
Ralph family — whose name has
also been spelled as Ralph, Ruff
and Ruff. Richard Rolph, who was
bom in 17Mi, was in the Minute
Man Militia antl iater served in the
Continental Army where he win-
tered with Gen. George Washington
at Valley Forge during 1777-78.
King George Road residents Israel
Ralph and Moses Roff served in the
War ot" IHtZ along with Stoney Hill

Continued on page A2
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From left, Art Adair, Chris Rose, Phil Decker and Bill Lawton talk about the
upkeep of the Now Somorville Cemetery, part of the borough's Memorial Day ser-
vices,

Somerville cemetery
regaining dignity

By AMY S. BOBROWSKI
Staff Writer

SOMKRVILLK - .fust a few year-,
ago. Bill Lawion would trudge
through overgrown grass and brush
just to get to his parents' grave sites
at the New Somerville Cemetery.

"The grass would be up to my
knees," he said, "You almost could-
n't see the tombstones."

Bin today, he winds through the
alleyways at the cemetery with
ease, as the grass, hushes and trees
have been cut back.

With a change in staff and leader*
ship and the appointment of a
municipal task force nil over the two

years, the cemetery on the northern
side of Smith Bridge Street went
from a disgrace to a viable estab-
lishment.

On Monday, the cemetery will
serve as the site of the borough's
Memorial Day services, with an
open house scheduled to follow at
11 a.m.

When Art Adiar came un hoard as
the cemetery's supurinuHident in
August, he immediately mowed the
jjrass, cut back brush and leveled
sunken graves.

"It takttH about a year for <s grave

Continued on page A2

Bike hall
steering
for home
By JIM WHITE
Staff Writer

On the eve of the nation's oldest
bicycle race, the U.S. Bicycling Hall
of Fame has picked up the pace in its
search for a permanent home.

The hall, which is expected to
vacate its temporary home at the his-
torical Van Home House in
Bridge-water at the end of June,
recently hired former District
Management Corporation chair Bill
Lawton, an independent contractor
mid fund-raiser and a lifelong resi-
dent of Somerville, to develop a
fundraising campaign. •*

"It's a historical archive second to
none in the country," said Lawton,
who, along with the hall of fame
board, has set a goal of S5 million to
be raised to secure and maintain a
home that will house bicycling arti-
facts that date back to the beginning
of the sport.

"We're testing the waters," he said.
"We think the support is there, we
just have to find the best way to tap
it."

Lawton said there is no date yet for
when the fundraising campaign will
begin, and he is currently looking
into the private, government and
philanthropy sectors and will make a
public announcement to kick it off
when enough initial funding is
secured.

The hiring of Lawton follows
Somerville Borough Council's recent
denial of the hall's request for
$25,(HH) io fund a study and cam-
paign for a new home. Mayor Brian
Gallagher said the hall may still see
the funding if the hall shows it can
support itself.

In the meantime, the hall, which
also hits part of its collection at the
ADT Velodrome in Carson, Calif., will
have to put its Bridgewater display in
storage.

Moniqut! Rubens Krolm, executive
director <it' tin- Heritage Trail
Association, which leases the Van
Horse House space to the hall, said a
new display of houses in the
Somerset Hills urea will replace the
bicycling artifacts.

Krohn said the hall of fame has a
one-year lease with Heritage Trail
that was extended several times.

"I hope that they find something
soon. 1 know people want to support
it," said Dim Punlillo, executive
director of Middle Earth, a
Bridge water-based. non-profit
agency that provides services to at-
risk adolescents, and is the Tour of
Somerville's organizer.

"•We certainly want w see the hall
succeed,*1 lit? said,

The Tout" of Somerville Cyciing
Series, which began in 1940, is a com-
petitive cycling event for profession-
als and amateurs that uikes place
over Memorial Day weekend, culmi-
nating on Monday with the SO-rnile
Kugler-Anderson Memorial Tour of
Somerville, known as the "Kentucky
Derby of Cycling." The weekend is
also surrounded by fun-filled events
for families.

The U.S. Bicycling Hall of Fame,
formed in 1987, was an offshoot of
the Tour <rf Somerville. vet it has vir-
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