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Summit explored economic future

Up and running
With Mason Robinson leading
a strong cast of sprinters and
Brian Cashman back as a top
hurdler, Somerville High's boys
track and field squad will be
going after another sectional
and group championship this
spring. Page B1.

Get on the
bunny trail
EDISON — The 28th annual
Easter Funday will be held
today at Thomas Jefferson
Middle School.
There will be six separate age-
time categories: 8 a.m. — 2-
year-olds; 8:35 a.m. — 3-year-
olds; 9:10 a.m. — 4-year-olds;
9:45 a.m. — 5-year-olds and
kindergarteners; 10:20 a.m. —
first and second graders, and
10:55 a.m. — third, fourth and
fifth graders.
All Edison children are invited to
have breakfast with the-Easter
Bunny and his friends and par-
ticipate in an egg hunt with the
possibility of winning a grand
prize. All children will receive a
holiday surprise for participating.
The Easter Bunny will preside
over the event, and along with
J. J. Huggles the Clown, will be
visiting the children.
Ail children mus! be registered.
All registered 2, 3, 4 and 5 year
olds and grade K must be
accompanied to the breakfast
and egg hunt by an adult.
Registration must be done in
person to either the Stelton
Community Center, 328
Plainfield Ave. or the Minnie B.
Veal Community center, 1070
Grove Ave. Proof of Edison resi-
dency must be shown when
registering.

There will be a S5 per child reg-
istration fee that must accompa-
ny the application.
For further information or ADA
concerns, call the Edison
Recreation Department at (732)
248-7312 Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Additional forms will be avail-
able at the Recreation
Department, the Municipal
Complex and ail Edison
Libraries.

A little bit
of English
METUCHEN •- St. Luke's
Episcopal Church will hold its
annual Fish and Chips dinner
today. The meal is catered by
the Thistle Restaurant in
Kearney. Open seating will be
from 5-7 p.m. and take-out din-
ners are also available.
Reservations are requested,
chicken dinners must be
ordered in advance. Dinners
include fried fish or chicken,
cole slaw, fries, dessert and
beverage. Adult meals are $12
and children's meals are $6.
The church is located at the
corner of Oak Ave. and
Middlesex Ave. (Route 27) in
Metuchen. Call (732) 548-4308,
Ext 10, for reservations, ques-
tions or directions to ths church.

Commentary.., A5,6
Community Life A4

Sports B1
Obituaries B2

NEW BRUNSWICK — As part of
the Regional Chamber of
Commerce's Business Week,
Freeholder Director David B. Crabiel
invited leaders of business, industry,
county and municipal economic
development, workforce develop-
ment, planning agencies and elected
officials to come together to discuss
the factors affecting economic devel-
opment and workforce development
in the county, and to get them think-
ing about cooperative planning solu-
tions to keep the county's tax base
and economy healthy and growing.

The summit was broken down into
three panels: Infrastructure,
Education and Training Research,
and Regional Impact. Each presented
a focused segment on how that area
would impact economic growth over

the next few years.
Infrastructure panelists Mark

Bocchieri, director of External
Affairs for Verizon, Gerri Ricciardi,
area manager for Jersey Central
Power and Light, and Robert Felton,
division manager of Public Service
Electric and Gas, explained the capi-
tol investment each of their compa-
nies were putting into infrastructure
improvements in the county. With the
increase in Businesses and house-
holds coming into the county,
demand for services continues to
grow which means new services, new
equipment, new lines and upgrades
to increase service capacity. This will
increase the need for trained workers
for good paying jobs in these indus-
tries.

John Hummer, manager of Freight

Planning and Economic
Development for North Jersey
Economic Planning Authority, added
that because of its location, the coun-
ty and its workforce could greatly
benefit from the growth at the Port of
New York and New Jersey.

The "Liberty National Corridor"
stretches from the George
Washington Bridge to the Raritan
River, he explained. "With the mil-
lions of containers going through the
port feeding a massive cargo and
freight industry, this area will be New
Jersey's equivalent to Silicone
Valley," he said. "Congress has ear-
marked $100 million to develop sup-
portive infrastructure for this
region."

Although some of the jobs associat-
ed with this growth will pay self-sus-

taining wages and offer local busi-
nesses a pipeline for their products,
Impact panel presenters were con-
cerned that other light manufactur-
ing jobs, such as warehousing, and
service industry jobs would not pay
enough.

"Warehouse jobs, retail jobs, ser-
vice jobs, just don't pay enough to
keep a family living in central New
Jersey from sinking below the pover-
ty level," said Jane Z. Brady, director
of Middlesex County's Department of
Workforce Development.

Carl Spaturo, director of Economic
Development for the county agreed.
"The high paying jobs we used to
have are being lost to other areas of
the country and being replaced by

Continued on, page ^ y

The battle returns

COURTESV TOM BUCKINGHAM iKplAHU KAREN K£t*w,£R ..rsiivci Of SIAA'S !-C-,M &t)Wf. BOii.'.O RHOOK
The annual Battle of Bound Brook reenactment will be heid this weekend A Soldier's Encampment, colorful sights and
sounds of 18th century living, exciting street and field battles, historic house tours and more mark this multi-community event
held in Bound Brook, South Bound Brook and Franklin. As in past years, the weekend wiil feature an exatinu. mix of American
Revolutionary War history, with American and British soldiers in colorful uniforms reenacting battles in street and hold, Colonial
crafters. an 18th century encampment, children's activities, special programs and tours, food and more. Tor additional infor-
mation or for information on volunteering to help during the reenactmenf and encampment, vis;; www staatshouse.com or call
Kathy Faulks of the Friends of the" Abraham Staals House in South Bound Brook al (732) 469-5836 or a-mail
BKFAULKS@ao!-com, e-mail Karen Frit? at Kfrit^cda@aoLcom or Linda Bmicovic at MacChongrtaoi.com, both of tfio Bound
Brook Community Development Association.

Composting
workshop
is offered

SOUTH BRUNSWICK — A Free
Composting Workshop is being spon-
sored by the Middlesex County
Department Division of Solid Waste
Management. County residents will
learn how to reduce waste and
improve their soil by composting
their yard waste and kitchen scraps
right in their own backyards.

A workshop will be held to explain
and or demonstrate vermicomposting
(composting with worms) starting at
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday at the Rutgers
Cooperative Research and Extension
offices at Davidson Mill Pond Park,
42 Riva Ave., and will last about two
hours. Pre-registration is required.

Through classes like this, Middlesex
County hopes to raise homeowner
awareness of the benefits of compost-
ing. Residents will learn the correct
way to compost and how to trou-
bleshoot problems. Freeholder
Camille Fernicola, a proponent of
backyard composting, states "By
properly composting in their back-
yards, residents can help their envi-
ronment and create a beneficial
product for their plants and garden."

The free workshops are sponsored
by the Middlesex County Division of
Solid Waste Management in conjunc-
tion with the Rutgers Cooperative
Research and Extension Service.

This is the sixth year of workshops
offered by Middlesex County and the
third year Middlesex County will be
offering a vermicomposting work-
shop. Attendees at previous work-
shops overwhelmingly commented
that the classes were "very informa-
tive" and "well presented".

Workshop attendees may also pick
up pre-purchased compost bins at the
workshop. Bins art1 available for pur-
chase include the Handy Composter
($5 each), Karth Machine ($25 each).
Home Compostur ($29 each) and
Vermincompost bin ($40 each).
Purchase of a bin is optional. Aĵ ain,
there is nu registration charge to just
attend the classes.

To register for the workshops or for
further information about this oppor-
tunity, call the Division of Solid
Waster Management at (732) 745-
4170 or e-mail soltdwasteO''co.middk*-
sex.nj.us.

Girls just want to have fun
with science, engineering

CKOSGK RUCCIEUO STWT i

Jackie Reef and Brooke Conti, both students at The Pingry School
in Martinsville. peer fit a wasp through a microscope last month. The
giris are involved in Today's World Learning Center, a foundation
aimed at supporting young woman in their pursuit of careers in sci-
ence, math and engineering.

By AMY S. BOBROWSKl
SlaM Writer

Women are greatly undenvpresemed in
careers related to science, math and tech-
nology.

Green Brook Middle School teacher
Barbara Ik-like is trying v> change that, ishf
created Today's Work! Lcarninii Center, a
foundation anm-«l al supporting girls in their
pursuit of careers in those industries.

Over the summer, her mguni/ation took lil
girls from throughout the county on a trip to
iht> Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

"it was great lo see all these little jtirls in
hard hats looking over all these blue prints,"
ik-nkt* said. "They swarmed.They wanted to
know the scale, what the symbols me.int.*

Last year, the foundation held an essay
contest where participants wrote about
women in engineering. The submissions sur-
prised Henke.

"More dian 70 percent of the essays talked
about, women in engineering in the past,"
Hcnkv said. "We respect the past, bus we
need to look for the future."

To help girls do thai, the foundation is

holding another contest, one that ehailenge.s
them to come vip with a new product in the
field of science and engineering and create
a business plan for that product. The Small
Business Development Center at Raritan
Valley Community College has committed to
me -ting with all participants to help them
prepare their plans. Winners from high
school and middle school levels will each be
awarded $250 for their product.

"This will be a chance for girls to really put
their skills to work," she said. "This could hi;
the path to a rewarding career. We want
them to feel like they own their futures.
They have the greatest stake in determining
their future."

The new contest, "Put a little Biz in your
Life," allows giris to do just that. Colleges
often .seek more thap straight-A students.
Applicants who have taken steps to bring a
good idea Ut the marketplace art more like-
ly to be accepted to choice institutions,
llenfce nmed.The foundation is also offering
>*irls pre-colltsge planning, so that they can
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