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Speaking out
When Viller Nicolodi steps into
the ring at Big Apple Circus, he
lets others do all the talking for
him. The star ventriloquist
mixes it up with a fast-paced,
entertaining show featuring
everything from a parrot puppet
to a live lhasa apso — and a
talking skull. Page B1.

Workshop at
arts center
The River's Edge Theatre
Workshop proudly announces its
first workshop to be held from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. March 25 at the
Brook Arts Center, Bound Brook.
The workshop is a newly formed
non-profit theater company dedi-
cated to providing continuing
education for community theater
artisans and craftspeople.
In residence at the Brook Arts
Center, trje wojkshop will be
offering theatricalproductions
featuring community theater
actors and designers working
under the mentorship of profes-
sional artists in residence. In
conjunction with each produc-
tion, the artist in residence will
also conduct professional train-
ing workshops open to any and
all community theater artists who
are looking to develop their craft.
To kick off the professional train-
ing program, Margaret Salvante-
McCann will conduct a fundrais-
ing seminar for non-profit the-
aters.
As director of education for the
Roundabout Theatre Company
she supervises a nationally rec-
ognized theater education pro-
gram with a working budget of
$1.29 million. This work is fund-
ed by over 30 nationally recog-
nized foundations as well as
government sources.
New Jersey community-based
theater artists are encouraged to
attend the seminar to learn how
they can build resources to sup-
port theater projects. Fee is $20.
Registration is required; call
(908) 917-8390.
The Brook Arts Center is at 22
Hamilton St., off East Main
Street near the Bound Brook rail-
road station.

Rummage
sale today
BOUND BROOK — The United
Methodist Women hold their
spring rummage sale this month
at the Bound Brook United
Methodist Church, 150 W,
Union Ave.
Hours are 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 9
a.m. to noon Saturday, Clothing
for men, women and children of
all ages will be available.
Household goods, videos, CDs,
books and toys are offered as
well. On March 18 you can fill a
paper bag for $3 or a plastic
bag for $5.
For more information, call (732)
356-1372.
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At home in America, at last
By AMY S. BOBROWSKI
Staff Writer

NEWARK — Mieczslaw Bieniek
woke up Tuesday morning an immi-
grant. He went to bed that night an
American citizen.

On Tuesday, Bieniek, his wife, attor-
ney and his translator traveled to the
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
District Office in Newark where
Bieniek took his naturalization inter-
view in the morning and recited the
oath of allegiance in the afternoon.
By reciting that oath, Bieniek, a
Polish immigrant with terminal
brain cancer, achieved his dying
dream.

"I hereby declare, on oath, that I
absolutely and entirely renounce

and abjure all allegiance and fidelity
to any foreign prince, potentate,
state or sovereignty, of whom or
which I have heretofore been a sub-
ject or citizen," Bienifck recited
along with the other 86 people who
became citizens at the swearing in
ceremony, "that I will support and
defend the Constitution and laws of
the United States of America against
all enemies, foreign and domestic;
that I will bear true faith and alle-
giance to the same; that I will bear
arms on behalf of the United States
wtien required by the law; that I will
perform noncombatant service in
the armed forces of the United
States when required by the law;
that I will perform work of national

/
importance under civilian direction
when required by the law; and that I
take this obligation freely without
any mental reservation or purpose of
evasion, so help me God."

Bieniek, 67, aspired to become a
citizen ever since he stepped on
American soil more than 20 years
ago.

On three occasions, Bieniek, who
resides in Manville and has had his
Green Card since 1997, traveled to
the district office in Newark to com-
plete testing for the English lan-
guage requirement needed to
become naturalized, which stipu-
lates that "applicants for naturaliza-

Continued on page A2
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Mieczslaw Bieniek recites the oath of
citizenship in Newark Tuesday.

Middlesex County honored
students who graduated from
the Practical Nursing Program
at Middlesex County
Vocational and Technical High
School. Pictured standing,
from left, are Ana M. Cruz, a
member of the Vo-Tech's
Board of Education, Sandra
Pontecorvo and Catherine
Maranzano, both practical
nursing students, and
Freeholder John Pulomena.
Seated, from left, are Vo-Tech
board of education President
John F. Bicsko, Karen
McCloud-Hjazeh, Vo-Tech
superintendent of schools,
and Middlesex County
Freeholder Director David B.
Crabiel.

COURTESY MIDDLESEX COUNTY
VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL
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Nurses graduate from Vo-Tech
EAST BRUNSWICK — Middlesex

County Freeholder Director David B.
Crabiel and Middlesex County
Vocational and Technical School
District Board of Education President
John F. Bicsko, Jr. presented diplomas
to 24 students at the Practical Nursing
Graduation ceremony.

The ceremony, held in the auditori-
xxm at the East Brunswick Campus of
the Middlesex County Vocational and
Technical School District, honored 24
students who successfully completed
their academic and clinical course
requirements.

The students received words of con-
gratulations and encouragement from
Karen McCloud-Hjazeh, Vo-Tech
superintendent of schools.

Crabiel, Freeholder John Pulomena,
Bicsko and Ana M. Cruz, a member of
the board, also provided the students

with congratulatory remarks.
Practical nursing student Sandra

• Pontecorvo provided a welcome to the
many family members and friends
who attended.

Catherine Maranzano, representing
the graduates, provided
"Expressions" from the graduating
class.

Each student carried a Nightingale
Lamp during the graduation proces-
sional and seven members of the
class, Akua Dwomoh, Kim Kurtz,
Catherine Maranzano, Marie Betty
Pierre-GiJles, Sandra Pontecorvo,
Keith Ribar and Barbara Theodore
wore their National Technical Honor
Society stoles.

Practical Nursing is offered at the
Middlesex County Vocational and
Technical Schools' Piscataway
Campus. Students may apply to

enroll in a 15 month day-time or the
two-year evening program. The rigor-
ous Practical Nursing curriculum
includes instruction in Anatomy &
Physiology, Microbiology,
Pharmacology, Nutrition,
Behavioral/Social Sciences, Sociology,
Psychology, Contemporary Health
Issues, Fundamentals of Nursing,
Medical Surgical Nursing I, Medical

II,

and

Mental
Nursing,
Pediatric

Surgical Nursing
Health/Psychiatric
Obstetrical Nursing,
Nursing.

To become a Licensed Practical
Nurse, a student must have a High
School diploma or G.E.D., successful-
ly complete the Practical Nursing
program and pass a licensing exam.

For an application and more infor-
mation, call the Health Occupations
Office at (732) 985-0717, Kxt. 2274.

Food drive
will help
restock
shelves

MIDDLESEX COUNTY
Students in 140 public and private
schools throughout the county are
participating in the Middlesex
County Food Organization and
Outreach Distribution Services 11th
annual "Spring School Food Drive."

Students from pre-sehool through
12th grade will collect non-perish-
able foods and persona! products
through March 27 to help stock the
Middlesex County Food
Organization and Outreach
Distribution Services* warehouse,
which provides food for 60 food
pantries and soup kitchens through-
out the County.

The Spring School Food Drive is
Middlesex County Food
Organization and Outreach
Distribution Services largest single
event each year. Last year more
than 40 tons of food was collected.

"Each year we are overwhelmed
by the generosity of our students
and their families and look forward
to yet another strong year," said
Freeholder Blanquita B. Valenti,
liaison to Middlesex County Food
Organization and Outreach
Distribution Services.

Among the most needed items this
year are: vegetables, canned meats,
stew, tuna fish, cereal, peanut but-
ter, canned fruits, macaroni and
cheese, rice, and personal and
paper products such as shampoo,
soap, toothpaste, diapers, wipes,
paper towels, plates, napkins and
toilet paper.

"Since the holidays have passed
donations have really slowed down
and the slock at uur warehouse is
very low," Valcnti said. "We have
been having great difficulty keep-

Continued on page A2

A dream is realized
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Alex Caruso, a senior at Watchung Hills Regional High School, cel-
ebrates in the center of Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City Sunday after
winning the NJSIAA State Wrestling Tournament. In front of a crowd
of 11,772, Caruso realized his dream of winning a high school title.
A two-time New Jersey Kids state champion, he was defeated in last
year's final by two-time champion Andrew Flanagan of Bound
Brook. According to Caruso, that experience helped him as he once
again Faced a defending champ in the final.

Partnership is a home run
By JIM WHITE
Staff Writer

BRIDGE WATER
— Patrick McVerry,
president and gun-
eral manager of the
Somerset Patriots,
knows what it feels
like to hit the long
ball, and he
recalled the experi-
ence during a press conference
Tuesday at Commerce Bank Park.

"I have one career home run," he
announced to those in attendance.
"It was amazing — to make contact
with the hall, watch it go over the
fence and round the bases."

McVerry, who hit that homer back
in his Little League days, was joined
by Patriots owner Steve Kaiafer,
team manager Sparky Lyle and mas-
cot Sparkee, as well as members of
the Somerset County United Way
and its 57 affiliates, to announce the
formation of a new "Home Rim
Club."

The program, designed to help
fund community programs in
Central New Jersey, enables busi-
nesses and individuals ro donate to
the Somerset County United Way
Community Cure Fund with every
home run hit by a Patriots player
during the 2006 season.

"The goal of the fund drive is to
recruit 50 or more local business to
donate $10. SIS or $25 per homerun
to help thousands of residents in
need," said John Graf Jr., CEO and
?resident (it the Somerset County
Inited Way.
According to Marc Russinoff,

spokesman for the team, the Patriots
hit 153 homers during the 2005 sea-

son, a new team
record.

Had the Home
Run Club been
formed last sea-
son, a Si0 donation
for each home run
would have totaled
S 1,530; a SIS dona-
tion for each would
haive brought in

$2,29:1, and S2f> a pop would have
meant $3,825.

'"First of ail, I want (o say I never
hit a home run, and I never won an
Oscar,'1 joked Kaiafer. who also hap-
pens to be a noted Oscar nominated
documentary film producer.

"If a Patriots home run can make a
difference to those who need help in
our community, then we are more
than happy to swing for the fences
for the Somerset County United
Way," he continued.

Graf said he approached the
Patriots about starting such a club
after learning the Atlantic City Surf
team runs a similar program wirh
the Atlantic County United Way.

Membership in the Home Run
Club will be reflected in company
endorsements at Commerce Bank
Park and other media exposure
including radio broadcasts. Web site
announcements and luxury box priv-
ileges.

'Tm loving it," said Lyle. "My guys
will be pointing up to that box when
they're rounding third,'1"

Businesses and individuals inter-
ested in Home Run Club member-
ship should call the Somerset
County United Way ar (90S) 725-
6640 or the Somerset Patriots at


