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Speaking out
When Viller Nicolodi steps into
the ring at Big Apple Circus, he
lets others do all the talking for
him. The star ventriloquist
mixes it up with a fast-paced,
entertaining show featuring
everything from a parrot puppet
toa live lhasa apso — and a
talking skull. Page B1.

Workshop at
arts center

The River's Edge Theatre
Workshop proudly announces its
first workshop to be held from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. March 25 at the
Brook Arts Center, Bound Brook.
The workshop is a newly formed
non-profit theater company dedi-
cated te providing continuing
education for community theater
artisans and craftspedple.

In residence at the Brook Arts
Center, the workshop will be
offering theatrical productions
feaiuring community theater
actors and designers working -
under the mentorship of profes-
sional artists in residence. In
conjunction with each produe-
tion, the artist in residence will
also conduct professional train-
ing workshops open to any and
all community theater artists who
are looking to develop their craft.
To kick off the professional train-
ing program, Margaret Salvante-
McCann will conduct a fundrais-
ing seminar for non-profit the-
aters.

As director of education for the
Roundabout Theatre Company
she supervises a nationally rec-
ognized theater education pro-
gram with a working budget of
$1.29 milfion. This work is fund-
ed by over 30 nationally recog-
nized foundations as well as
government sources.

New Jersey community-based
theater artists are encouraged to
attend the seminar to learn how
they can build resources to sup-
port theater projects. Fee is $20.
Registration is required; call
(208) 917-8390.

The Brook Arts Center is at 22
Hamilton St., off East Main
Street near the Bound Brook rail-
road station.

Rummage
sale today

BOUND BROOK ~~ The United
Methodist Women hold their
spring rummage sale this month
at the Bound Brook United
Methodist Church, 150 W.
Union Ave.

Hours are 9:30 am. to 5 p.m. 9
a.m. to noon Saturday. Clothing
for men, women and children of
all ages will be available.
Household goods, videos, CDs,
books and toys are offered as
well. On March 18 you can fill a
paper bag for $3 or a plastic
bag for $5.

For more information, call (732)
356-1372.
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At home in America, at last

By AMY S. BOBROWSKI
Staff Writer

NEWARK — Mieczslaw Bieniek
woke up Tuesday morning an immi-
grant. He went to bed that night an
American citizen.

On Tuesday, Bieniek, his wife, attor-
ney and his translator traveled to the
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
District Office in Newark where
Bieniek took his naturalization inter-
view in the morning and recited the
oath of allegiance in the afternoon.
By reciting that oath, Bieniek, a
Polish immigrant with terminal
brain cancer, achieved his dying
dream.

“I hereby declare, on oath, that I
absolutely and entirely renounce

and abjure all allegiance and fidelity
to any foreign prince, potentate,
state or sovereignty, of whom or

~which I have heretofore been a sub-

ject or citizen,” Bieniek recited
along with the other 86 people who
became citizens at the swearing in
ceremony, “that I will support and
defend the Constitution and laws of
the United States of America against
all enemies, foreign and domestic;
that I will bear true faith and alle-
giance to the same; that I will bear
arms on behalf of the United States
when required by the law; that I will
perform noncombatant service in
the armed forces of the United
States when required by the law;
that I will perform work of national

importance under civilian direction
when required by the law; and that I
take this obligation freely without
any mental reservation or purpose of
evasion, so help me God.”

Bieniek, 67, aspired to become a
citizen ever since he stepped on
American soil more than 20 years
ago.

On three occasions, Bieniek, who
resides in Manville and has had his
Green Card since 1997, traveled to
the district office in Newzrk to com-
plete testing for the English lan-
guage requirement needed to
become naturalized, which stipu-
lates that “applicants for naturaliza-

Continued on page A2
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Mieczslaw Bieniek recites the oath of
citizenship in Newark Tuesday.

Middlesex County honored
students who graduated from
the Practical Nursing Program
at Middlesex County
Vocational and Technical High
School. Pictured standing,
from left, are Ana M. Cruz, a
member of the Vo-Tech's
Board of Education, Sandra
Pontecorvo and Catherine
Maranzano, both practical
nursing students, and
Freeholder John Pulomena.
Seated, from left, are Vo-Tech
board of education President
John F. Bicsko, Karen
McCloud-Hjazeh. Vo-Tech
superintendent of schools,
and Middlesex County
Freeholder Director David B.
Crabiel.

COURTESY MIDDLESEX COUNTY
VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL
HIGH SCHOOL

Nurses

EAST BRUNSWICK — Middlesex
County Freeholder Director David B.
Crabiel and Middlesex County
Vocational and Technical School
District Board of Education President
John E Bicsko, Jr. presented diplomas
to 24 students at the Practical Nursing
Graduation ceremony.

The ceremony, held in the auditori-
um at the East Brunswick Campus of
the Middlesex County Vocational and
Technical School District, honored 24
students who successfully completed
their academic and clinical course
requirements.

The students received words of con-
gratulations and encouragement from
Karen McCloud-Hjazeh, Vo-Tech
superintendent of schools.

Crabiel, Freeholder John Pulomena,
Bicsko and Ana M. Cruz, a member of
the board, also provided the students

with congratulatory remarks.
Practical nursing student Sandra

- Pontecorvo provided a welcome to the

many family members and friends
who attended.

Catherine Maranzano, representing
the graduates, provided
“Expressions” from the graduating
class.

Each student carried a Nightingale
Lamp during the graduation proces-
sional and seven members of the
class, Akud  Dwomoh, Kim Kurtz,
Catherine Maranzano, Marie Betty
Pierre-Gilles, Sandra Pontecorvo,
Keith Ribar and Barbara Theodore
wore their National Technical Honor
Society stoles.

Practical Nursing is offered at the
Middlesex County Vocational and
Technical  Schools®  Piscataway
Campus. Students may apply to

enroll in a 15 month day-time or the
two-vear evening program. The rigor-
ous Practical Nursing curriculum
includes instruction in Anatomy &
Physiology, Microbiology,
Pharmacology, Nutrition,
Behavioral/Social Sciences, Sociology,
Psvchology, Contemporary Health
Issues, Fundamentals of Nursing,
Medical Surgical Nursing I, Medical
Surgical Nursing II, Mental
Health/Psychiatric Nursing,
Obstetrical Nursing, and Pediatric
Nursing.

To become a Licensed Practical
Nurse, a student must have a High
School diploma or G.E.D., successful-
ly complete the Practical Nursing
program and pass a licensing exam.

For an application and more infor-
mation, call the Health Occupations
Office at (732) 985-0717, Ext. 2274,

Food drive
will help
restock
shelves

MIDDLESEX COUNTY -
Students in 140 public and private
schools throughout the county are
participating in the Middlesex
County Food Organization and
Outreach Distribution Services 11th
annual “Spring School Food Drive.”

Students from pre-school through

- 12th grade will collect non-perish-

able foods and personal products
through March 27 to help stock the

Middlesex County Food
Organization and Outreach

Distribution Services® warehouse,
which provides food for 60 food
pantries and soup kitchens through-
out the County.

‘The Spring School Food Drive is
Middlesex County Food
Organization and Outreach
Distribution Services largest single
event each vear. Last vear more
than 40 tons of food was collected.

“Each vear we are overwhelmed
by the generosity of our students
and their families and look forward
to vet another strong vear,” said
Freeholder Blanguita B. Valenti,
liaison to Middlesex County Food
Organization and Outreach
Distribution Services.

Among the most needed items this
vear are: vegetables, canned meats,
stew, tuna fish, cereal, peanut but-
ter. canned fruits, macaroni and
cheese, rice, and personal and
paper products such as shampoo,
soap, toothpaste, diapers, wipes,
paper towels, plates, napkins and
toilet paper.

“Since the holidays have passed
donations have really slowed down
and the stock at our warchouse is
very low,” Valenti said. “We have
been having great difficulty keep-

Continued on page A2

A dream is realized

ball,

recalled the experi-

Partnership is a home run

By JIM WHITE
Staff Writer
BRIDGEWATER
— Patrick McVerry,
president and gen-
eral manager of the
Somerset
knows what it feels
like to hit the long

Patriots,

and he
o)

b ok S

SOOI, d new team
record.
Had the
Run Club been
formed last sea-
son. a 510 donation
for cach home run
would have totaled
$1.530; a 815 dona-
tion for each would
have brought in
95, and 525 a pop would have

Home

LARHY MUHPHYSPECIAL 10 THE BEPORTER
Alex Caruso, a senior at Watchung Hills Regional High School, cel-
ebrates in the center of Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City Sunday after
winning the NJSIAA State Wrestling Tournament. In front of a crowd
of 11,772, Carusoe realized his dream of winning a high school title.
A two-time New Jersey Kids state champion, he was defeated in last
year's final by two-lime champion Andrew Flanagan of Bound
Brook. According to Caruso, that experience helped him as he once
again faced a defending champ in the final.

ence during a press conference
Tuesday at Commerce Bank Park.

“I have one career home run,” he
announced to those in attendance.
“It was amazing — to make contact
with the ball, watch it go over the
fence and round the bases.”™

McVerry, who hit that homer back
in his Little League days, was joined
by Patriots owner Steve Kalafer,
team manager Sparky Lyle and mas-
cot Sparkee, as well as members of
the Somerset County United Way
and its 57 affiliates, to announce the
formation of a new “Home Run
Cliibhoe

The program, designed to help
fund community programs in
Central New Jersey, enables busi-
nesses and individuals ro donate to
the Somerset County United Way
Community Care Fund with every
home run hit by a Patriots player
during the 2006 season.

“The goal of the fund drive is to
recruit 50 or more local business to
donate $10, $15 or $25 per homerun
to help thousands of residents in
need,” said John Graf Jr., CEO and
president of the Somerset County

nited Way.

According to Marc Russinoff,
spokesman for the team, the Patriots
hit 153 homers during the 2005 sea-

meant $3,825.

“First of all, T wanr to sayv I never
hit @ home run. and 1 never won an
QOscar,” joked Kalafer. who also hap-
pens to be a noted Oscar nominated
documentary film producer.

“If a Patriots home run can make a
difference to those who need help in
our community, then we are more
than happy to swing for the fences
for the Somerset County United
Way,” he continued.

Graf said he approached the
Patriots about starting such a club
after learning the Atlanuc Cley Sut
ream runs a similar program with
the Atlantic County United Way.

Membership in the Home Run
Club will be reflected in company
endorsements at Commerce Bank
Park and other media exposure
including radio broadcasts, Web site
announcements and luxury box priv-
ileges.

“I'm loving it,” said Lyle. My guys
will be pointing up to that box when
theyv're rounding third.”

Businesses and individuals inter-
ested in Home Run Cliub member
ship should call the Somersct
County United Way at (908) 725-
6640 or the Somerset Patriots at
{908) 252-0700.
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Continued from page A1

tion must be able to read,
write, speak, and understand
words in ordinary usage in
the English language,”

The first time, about two
and a half years ago, Bieniek
had just been released from
the hospital after surgery to
remove cancer in his stomach.
During a different operation,
doctors removed a lump of
cancer, about the size of a
ripe orange, from his lungs.

In October, Bieniek went to
the field o*fice in Newark to
again try to satisfy the
English language portion of
the naturalization require-
ments. But while there, the
dizzy spells came again. They
were compounded by the
news the doctors had given
him a few days before.

Doctors discovered that he
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haa a brain tumor and, at the
time, they gave him three
months to live. Following
laser treatments at a hospital
in Poland, Bieniek was able to
prolong his life and keep his
dream alive. The treatments
were successful in diminish-
ing the tumor and doctors
gave Bieniek another six
months to live. Diagnosis
explained w~hy Bieniek was
not able to fulfill the English
language requirement of the
citizenship process.

The cancer impaired
Bieniek’s ability to learn and
demonstrate the English lan-
guage, wrote his doctor,
Alexander Kudryk, who filled
out an application to help get
that requirement waived for
his patient.

On Tuesday, Bieniek and his
wife Wladyslawa left their
Manville home just after 7
a.m. Antoinette
Banaskiewicz, a friend of the
couple and Bieniek’s inter-
preter, drove them for more

than an hour and half to the
district office.

“I was so nervous for him,”
said Banaskiewicz. “I was
probably more nervous than
him. I was hoping everything
would go right and they’d
accept the waiver,”

During the 10 a.m. inter-
view, the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services office
did, in fact, accept the waiver
and Bieniek was exempt from
the requirement of learning
and demonstrating knowl-
edge of the English language
and American history. The
remainder of the interview,
where Bieniek promised to
uphold the Constitution and
defend the United States,
lasted a brief 15 minutes.

“His face just lit up when
the officer = said
‘Congratulations, said
George Mullen, a Somerville
attorney who is handling
Bieniek’s case pro bono.
Bieniek couldn’t contain his
happiness.
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St. Patrick’s

dinner planned

DUNELLEN — St. Francis
Episcopal Church at 400 New
Market Road holds a St.
Patrick's dinner from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 18.

The traditional meal
includes corned beef, cab-
bage, carrots and dessert. For
reservations, call (732) 271-
0136 or (732) 968-6781.

Unlimited Arc
softball league

SOUTH PLAINFIELD — The
Recreation Department has
opened registration for its
men’s softball league.

An “Unlimited Arc” open
slow-pitch league plays on
Monday night beginning April
24. Registration continues

100% Chemical Free
Over 100 sets for large
& small yards -

Locations in -
NJ o NY « CT o VT *g
No Internet? For Catalog On

through March 31 or until
eight teams are formed.

For a form and full details,
call (908) 226-7713.

Veterans outreach

forum is planned

PISCATAWAY — Are you a
veteran or part of a veteran's
family? You may want to know
about the benefits and ser-
vices available to you.

The Middlesex County
Veterans Advisory Council
has scheduled a Veterans
Outreach Forum with speak-
ers from local, state and fed-
eral agencies.

This free forum is at 1:30
p.m. Thursday, April 27 at the
Piscataway Senior Center, off
Hoes Lane behind John F.
Kennedy Library.

For more information, call
(732) 745-4051.
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A sign of spring
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visit www.somersetpatriots.com.

GEORGE PACCIELLO/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Colleen Burke, 10, and her dad, Jim, were among the first people in line Saturday to buy tickets
for the upcoming Somerset Patriots season. The 2005 Atlantic League Champions will begin their
season at Commerce Bank Ballpark in Bridgewater on April 28 with a home game against the
Atlantic City Surf. The team will play 72 home games. For more information, call (308) 252-0700 or
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THe New Hopre BArTisT CHURCH
Celebrates the
16th Pastoral Anniversary of
Rev. Ronald L. Owens

March 21-24, 2006 * Nightly Services 7pm
March 25th, 2006 * Anniversary Cruise
March 26th, 2006 * Worship Services 9:30 am

COME JOIN US AS WE HONOR THIS GREAT MAN OF Gop!
New Hope Baptist Church

45 Hampton Street ¢ Metuchen, NJ

Rev. Ronald L. Owens, Senior Pastor
; Call (732) 549-8941 For Additional Information

Food drive

Continued from page A1

ing up with the increasing
demand for emergency food
in the county.”

Valenti said residents are
reminded that donations are
accepted year round at the
public libraries in Edison,
Milltown, North Brunswick,
Plainsboro, South Brunswick,
Spotswood and Woodbridge.

Middlesex County Food
Organization and Outreach
Distribution Services also
conducts vear-round food col-
lection programs and works
with local corporations to
sponsor drives at their facili-
ties. The goal is to have at
least one two week long cor-
porate food drive each month
in order to sustain the local
food pantries.

Company officials should
call (732) 729-0880 for more
information.

Church ‘oasis’
for older folk

MIDDLESEX —- The
Middlesex Presbyterian
Church has an Qasis, the
“Older Adult Society in Our
Savior.”

Older adults are invited to
this church program at 11:30
a.m. the first and third Monday
of each month. Lunch, a hymn
sing and a Scripture reading
are included.

If you plan to attend, call
(732) 469-4498. The church is
adjacent to Middiesex Borough
Hall at 1190 Mountain Ave.

Six area students received
awards in the 27ih annual New
Jersey High School Student Art
Show.

This exhibition ran through
March 3 at the du Cret School
of Art, Plainfield, with judging
by four du Cret instructors,
Award winners are listed with
their school, prize and catego-
ry:

Yeon Jean Gahng, Wardlaw-
Hartridge School (Edison),
second prize, mixed media.

Du Young Yoon, Wardlaw-
Hartridge School (Edison),
seccnd prize, acrylic.

franz Ramirez, Piscataway
High School, third prize, col-
ored pencil,

Britain Hookham, Middleseax
High School, honorable men-
tion, pastel.

Thomas Marcusi, Piscataway
High School, honorable men-
tion, colored pencil.

Simone Sukhdeo,
Piscataway High School, hon-
orable mention, printmaking.
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Middlesex County Briefs

~Knights are offering
Lenten fish dinners

SOUTH PLAINFIELD —
Knights of Columbus Council
6203 and Sacred Heart Church
sponsor fish dinners every
Friday night in Lent.

Servings are from 5-7 p.m.
March 24, 31 and April 7 at
Sacred Heart School, 149 South
Plainfield Ave. The menu
inciudes fried fish, broiled fish,
fish Parmigian, garden salad,
rice pilaf, French fries, cole siaw,
coffee, tea, soda and dessert.
Pizza is available as well along
with macaroni anid cheese.

Cost is $8 for adults, $7 for
seniors and $4 for children.
Takeout is available,

In addition, Sacred Heart
Church holds Stations of the
Cross at 7 p.m. each Friday in
Lent.

Tour of historic sites
will take place April 8

PISCATAWAY — On Saturday,
April 8, The Raritan Millstone
Heritage Alliance, a non-profit
organization dedicated to historic
promotion, protection and
preservation within the region of
the Raritan and Milistone River
systems, will sponsor a mid-day
motor coach tour of the historic
southern district of Perth Amboy
and the Conference House on
Staten Island.

The tour, which begins at 10
a.m. at East Jersey Olde Towne
at Johnson Park in Piscataway,
includes a driving tour of historic
Perth Amboy, with detailed nar-
rative about the city's brilliant
colonial history, and visit to The
Proprietary House, residence of
the last Royal Governor of New
Jersey, William Franklin, son of
Benjamin Franklin.

After lunch at the Barge
restaurant, the tour will drive to
the Conference House in
Tottenville, Staten Island. Built in
the 17th century, this mansion
owned by Christopher Billopp,
was the site of the historic
Peace Conference between
British Admiral Lord Richard
Howe and the American Peace
Commissioners, Benjamin
Franklin, John Adams and
Edward.Rutledge an September
11. 1776. These talks that
occurred after the Declaration of
Independence was signed, were
unsuccessful. The Peace
Commissioners returned to
‘Perth’ Amboy and the American
“Revtlutionaty War continued for
seven long years. The tour will
conclude at East Jersey Olde
Towne by 3:30 p.m.

Senior center offering
Healthy Bones class

SOUTH BOUND BROOK —
The Office on Aging will spon-
sor Project Healthy Bones
classes on Monday mornings
from 10:30 a.m. until noon at
the South Bound Brook Senior
Center, located at 113 Clinton
St.

An informational session will
be held Monday. Project
Healthy Bones is an education-
al program that helps to
impr(.n:e strength and flexibili-
tv using balance and slrength
training. Advance registration
is requested.

The cost of the 24-week pro-
gram is $25. New participants
will receive weights and a free
manual. Classes will start on
March 27.

For more information, or to
register for the program, con-
tact Erin Toomey, Somerset
County Office on Aging, at
{908) 704-6339.

MIDDLESEX

ARMY - NAVY

The only place to shop
for work clothes,
boots and jeans!

315 Bound Brook Rd., Middlesex

_732:968-2848

+ Party Spas
* Swim Spas
» Therapy Spas
pelicanpool.com

908-534-2534

Tour tickets, which include the
luncheon, are $50 each, and
may be obtained by calling
Elyce Jennings at (732) 463-
0767.

Juried craft market
held at folk festival

Applications are now accepted
for a juried craft market to be
held as part of the 32nd annual
New Jersey Folk Festival.

This year's festival is on
Saturday, April 29 at Douglass
College, on the New Brunswick
campus of Rutgers University.
“Korean-American Heritage” is
the theme.

Craftspeople may submit color
slides or digital images of their
work to be considered for the
craft show. While the primary
focus of the craft show is on tra-
ditional folk crafts, all craftspeo-
ple are encouraged to apply. A
knowledgeable, impartial panel
of jurors will review all submis-
sions.

For an application, rules and
fees, visit njfolkfest.rutgers.edu
or call (732) 932-5775. All
entries must be received by
Wednesday, March 15.

Junior Baseball Club
sponsors scholarships

SOUTH PLAINFIELD — The
South Plainfield Junior Baseball
Club is accepting applications
for its college scholarships.

Applicants must live in South
Plainfield, be graduating from
high school in June and have
participated with the Junior

- Baseball Club at least five

years.
For an application, call (908)
754-2090 or visit the guidance
department at South Plainfield
High School. All applications
must be returned by April 1.

Show off your garden
during a summer tour

EDISON —- The Edison Arts
Society holds its first “Art in the
Gardens" tour on Saturday, Aug.
19.

Five unique gardens will be
featured, showing the variety of
plantings created as an exten-
sion of the owners’ homes.

“We are in search of beautiful
gardens in the Metuchen-Edison
area,” said Linda LaStella, a
trustee of the Arts Society and
chairman of its Visual Aris
Committee.

“We are considering gardens
of any size, personally planted
or installed by professionals,”
she said. “We want to show the

"Happy D ;

Hire a Certified Public Accountant (CPA).

A CPA is a trusted advisor with the tax and financial
expertise to help you keep more of what you earn.

S Find 2 CPA today 2t WWW.findacpa.org

Find-A-CPA is a FREE service offered by the New Jersey Sociely of CPAs. No intarnef access? Call 973-226-4404.

range of gardens that flourish in
our local neighborhoods.”

If you want to showcase your
garden in the tour, e-mail
Claysongs @aol.com or call
(732) 906-4137.

County coliege adds
help desk classes

EDISON — Beginning in
January, a new program offered
at Middlesex County College will
train workers to become Help
Desk Administrators. Graduates
of the program will staff comput-
er help desks and call centers.

“This is a booming field,” said
Frank Burke, chairperson of the
Computer Science Department.
“For example, one company,
Vonage, is anticipating hiring
100 people per month.
Computer support is one of the
top 20 growth areas in
Middlesex County, and help
desk administration is a signifi-
cant part of that field.”

Students take courses in com-
munications, customer service,
help desk technology, and spe-
cific technical areas. For this
spring, those areas are the
internet, the PC, Microsoft
Windows and Office.

To pursue Help Desk
Administration, students must
have taken at least one of three
computer courses: CSC 105,
Computer Applications and
Systems; CSC 106,
Intermediate PC Applications
with Programming; or BUS 107,
Computer Applications for
Business. English Composition [
is also a prerequisite. Once the
prerequisites are completed, the
certificate program can be fin-
ished in two semesters.

“There is a huge job opportu-
nity here,” Burke said. “These
are good jobs with good wages.
We anticipate being able to pro-
vide able and competent people
to fill them.”

For more information on the
program, please call the Office
of Admissions at 732-906-4243
or the Computer Science
Department at 732-906-2526.

Township Garden Club
seeking new members

PISCATAWAY — The
Piscataway Garden Club is
seeking new members.

Meetings are held at 7 p.m.
the third Thursday of every
month at the Senior Citizens
Center, 700 Buena Vista Ave.
The center is off Hoes Lane
behind Kennedy Library.

For more information. call
(732) 885-5050.

Dana Wilt Mayo
Robert A. McLarty,Jr.

GEORGE L. PSAK
CERTIFIED CIVIL TRIAL ATTORNEY
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
THE FORMATION OF

PSAK & ASSOCIATES

127 Union Avenue, Middlesex
(732) 560-0100

Dina M. Confalone
Ellen L. Yang

Juliane Helewa Brown
of Counsel

Specializing in
Personal Injury Litigation and Workers” Compensation
s Business Law and Commercial Litigation
Visit our website at www.psaklaw.com
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“MATTRESS FACTORY

Visit Us At Bur Website o www.mattressfac.com
MATTRESSES & BOX SPRINGS MADE ON THE PREMISES
Open To The Public
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Tired of Your Maﬁress

« Hi-Risers

+ Brass Beds

» Bunkie Boards

» Custom Sizes

» Elecinic Bads

» Folding Cots

» Sphit Box Spnngﬂ

» Crib Matlresses

» Sofa Bed Maltresses

» California King Sizes

ALO3HIA AHOLOVA « LO3HIA AHOLOVA

Open Mon-Fri 18-6 » Thurs 10-8 = Sat 18-5 # Sun 12-5 Fanwood Only

Middiesex Gounty Vocational and Technical

ADULT EVENING SCHOOLS
IN-PERSON REGISTRATION

Register at the school where the course is offered

March 20, 21, 22, 2006 5rMto 8 PM

Dr. Karen McCloud-Hjazeh-Superintendent
Loretta M. Keimel-Director of Adult Education

SPRING
4 2006

AGRISCIENCE TECHNOLOGY
Floral Arrangement & Demgn (9 wks-$80*) PI
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY
Auto Body & Collision Repair (9 wks-$80%) Pl Automotive Brakes (9 wks-$80") EB
Auto Mechamcs Basnc (9 wks SBO ) ALL

e BASICSKLLS
EB  Adult Basic Skills/Reading & Writing (9 wks-$80) EB

Adult Basic Skills/Mathematics (9 wks-$80}

Chmese (9 wks-$80) EB  English as a Second Language (9 wks $80) EB
BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY & COMPUTER APPLlCATlONS
Accounting (9 wks-$80) Pl Microsoft Access (9 wks-$80) EB/PI
Microsoft Access Advanced (9 wks-$80) EB/PI  Microsoft Excel (9 wks-$80) ALL
@ Microsoft Excel Advanced (9 wks-$80) EB Internet Basics & Beyond (3 wks-$30) EB

P.C. Fundamentals (9 wks-$80) ALL
QuickBooks (9 wks-$80) ALL
Typing/Keyboarding Basic & Adv. (3 wks-$80) EB/PI

Microsoft Office (3 wks-$80) EB/PI
Microsoft PowerPoint (9 wks-$80) EB/PI
Smart Draw (9 wks-$80) EB

Mlcrosoﬁ Word for Wmdows (9 wks-$80) ALL  Microsoft Word Advanced (9 wks 880) Pl
COMMERCIAL ART/GRAPHIC DESIGN

Adobe Acrobat & Go Live EB Adobe Photoshop Basic (9 wks-$80) PI

Adobe Photoshap Advanced Il (9 wks-$80) EB Final Cut Pro Fundamentals EB

Final Cut Pro Advanced EB Website Design Basics (9 wks-$80) EB/PI

Websne Desxgn Front Page e wks -$80) - PA  Website Design Advanced (9 wks-$80) EB

COMPUTER ASSISTED DRAFTING
Computer Assisted Drafting | (9 wks-$80) ALL  Computer Assisted Drafting I (9 wks-$80) EB/PI

COMPUTER REPAIR

Computer Repair Technology (9 wks-$80) EB/PI

CONSTRUCTION TRADES

Building Trades Blueprint Reading (9wks - $80) EB Home Woodworking (9 wks - $80*) EB/PI
CULINARY ARTS-BAKING/COOKING

Baking - Just Desserts (9 wks-$80%) Pl Biscotti Bake (1 night workshop-$10) EB

Cake Decorating (9 wks-$80") EB/PI  Cookie Bake Extravaganza (1 night workshop-510)  EB/PI

EBCooking-Healthy and Delicious (9 wks-$80*) EB
EB/PA

Cooking-Caribbean Culinary (9 wks-$80")
Cooking - ltalian Culinary | (9 wks-$80°)

ELECTRICAL TRADES & ELECTRONICS

Industrial Electronic Controls PLC (9 wks-$80) EB Small Appliance Repair (9 wks-$80) EB
Elegtricai Design Workshop (9 wks-$80) EB

HEALTH AND SAFETY EDUCATION
Fitness/Wellness Program (9 wks-$80) EB Nutrition — Everyday Nutrition EB
OSHA 30 Hour General Industry EB Yoga (9 wks-$45) EB

HEATING, VENTILATION & AIR CONDITIONING
HVAC - Cooling and Controls (9 wks-$80) EB  Refrigerant Handling Certification {5 wks-$150) EB

INTERIOR DESIGN & APPAREL SERVICES

Decorative Sewing for the Home {9 wks-$80) EB Dressmaking (9 wks-$80) EB
Introduction {o Interior Design (9 wks-$80) EB Pattern Making (3 wks-$80) EB
Quitting & Patchwork (9 wks-$80) EB
MACHINE TRADES
Hydraufics/Pneumatics 11 (9 wks-$80) EB Machine Shop I (9 wks- $80' EB
MASONRY TRADES
Brick & Block Masonry Basics (9 wks-$80°) EB
MOTORCYCLE & SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

Motorcycle Maintenance & Repair (9 wks-$80) Pl  Molorcycle Rider Safety  Call 1-800-8WE-RIDE P|
Small Engine Repair (9 wks-$80) EB/PI

PLUMBING
Licensed Master Plumber Cont. Ed (6 hrs-$150) Pl Plumbing Code (9 wks-$80) P
Plumbing Intro (9 wks-$80") Pl

SECURITY SERVICES
Intro to a Career in Security Services {3 wks-$80} EB
STATIONARY ENGINEERING

Stationary Engineering | Low Pressure (9 wks-$80) Pi

TUTORING
Tutoring ($35 hr.) Call Evening School Principal, 732-254-8700, ext. 1834 (7pm-9pm)

VOCATIONAL ARTS/DANCE

Creative Origami (9 wis-$80) EB Guitar Instruction {9 wks-$90) EB
Watercolor - Drawing & Sketching EB

WELDING

Introduction to Pasic & Adv. Welding {9 wks-$80°)EB/P! Intro to Ornamental Welding (9 wks-$80") Pl
SMALL BUSINESS LECTURE SERIES
The Small Business Lecture Series is offered at the East Brunswick Campus on Tuesdays
at 7:00 pm. Repistration fee for the entire lecture series is $50.00.
Week 2: How to Write a Business Plan (April 25)
Week 4: Ebay Simplified (May 9)

Week 1: How to Start a Business from A to Z {April 18)
Week 3: How to Finance Your Business (May 2)
Week 5: Building a Business Website (May 16)

ADULT HIGH SCHOOL

'he Middlesex County Vocational and Technical School District provides adults with an
apportunity to return to schoal and carn o high schoal diploma. The Adult High School program
is offered at the East Brunswick and Perth Amboy campuses. Call the Adult High School
Principal to schedule an interview,
East Brunswick Campus, 112 Rues |
Perth Amboy Campus, 457 High Street, Perth Amboy,

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
Certificate Programs are designed for individuals interested in changing careers as well as those
who are looking to change classifications or acquire new skills within the career area. An
Information Session will be held at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, May 17, 2006 at the campus where the
course is offered. Space in certificate programs is limited. You may register at the Information
session for Certificate Programs that start in September,
East Brunswick Campus: Commercial Art/Graphic Design, Computer Applications for Business,
Culinary Arts, Home Inspection, Manicuring.
Piscataway Campus: Building/Property Maintenance Mechanic, Dry Cleaning, Electrical Technology,
Health Technology Prep. Health Unit Coordinator, HVAC, Industrial Packaging/Muintenance Technology. §

ane, Fast Brumswick, 732-254-8700 ext. 1834 atter 5:00 p.m.
732-376-6300 after 5:00 p.m.

Phurmacy Technician, Plumbing Technology, Skin Care Specialist.

View the Schedule and Course Descriptions at www.mcvts.net
OTHER FEES
*Materials Fee-See Website * Out-of-County - Course Fee Plus $30

ScHooL LocATions
EB — East Brunswick Campus, 112 Rues Lane, East Brunswick Pl ~ Piscataway Campus, 21 Sutions Lane, Piscataway
5 PA - Perth Amboy Campus, 457 High Street, Perth Amboy ALL - All three locations

APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING PROGRAMS

Call 732-257-3300 ext. 1924 for Program Information
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Opinion

Their Service should not be foi'gotten

Editor’s note: March 19, 2006 will mark +he
third anniversary of the war in Iraq. With
America’s service men and women about to
enter their fourth year of combat overseas,
Retired U.S. Armvy General H. Norman
Schwarzkopf writes about the need to remem-
ber our service men and women and support
the families they leave behind.

By H. Norman Schwarzkopf

The fighting in Iraq has been underway
since March of 2003, making it such a con-
stant part of our daily lives that it is easy to
go about our business without ever thinking
about the incredible sacrifices being made
each and every day by the men and women
in uniform. All Americans should make a
conscious effort to become more aware, and

to show appreciation for our troops to thank

them for their service.

One of the hardest things a member of the
military will ever have to do is leave the fam-
ily, because there is never any guarantee
that he or she will return to them. Often
young, and the parent of very small children,
the service member knows the risks he faces
in leaving are very real, but he is honor-
bound to serve his country.

The comfort of knowing that the family is
waiting back home may be one of the few
things that keeps a deployed soldier’s spirits
up. By the same token, worrying about the
family left behind could also heavily wear on
his conscience:

How will they get from point A to point B
in a strange city?

What if they need money or food or clothes
or medical care?

Where will they turn if I'm not there to
help?

When I commanded the allied troops in
Desert Shield and Desert Storm, I held my
subordinate commanders personally respon-
sible for their efforts to support not only the
service members under their command, but
aliso to support those service members’ fam-

es.

I found that knowledge of their families’
health at home contributed significantly to
the military readiness and preparedness of
the men and women serving our country

abroad.

It was the soldiers who were most preoccu-
pied with concerns of their families’ wellbe-
ing who were least able to focus on the job at
hand.

I am not the only person who recognizes
that healthy military families contribute
substantially to the overall health of the mil-
itary. There are a number of military and
nonprofit organizations dedicated to helping
military personnel and their families, such
as the Armed Services YMCA (ASYMCA).
The ASYMCA has recognized this critical
fact since the organization’s founding during
the Civil War. The organization is committed
to helping husbands, wives and children of
U.S. service members - especially junior
enlisted personnel - cope with the realities of
everyday military life. These include long
hours, frequent moves, increased financial
burdens, additional childcare responsibili-
ties, changes in schools, separation from
friends and family, and the tremendous
stress and uncertainty related to wartime
deployment.

ASYMCA programs include things like
childcare, hospital assistance, spouse sup-
port services, food services, computer train-
ing classes, health and wellness services and
holiday meals.

The basic daily needs, or the technical
skills required to obtain a job, or the con-
centration needed to sit through the school
day, may be things that you and I and our
families take for granted, but that are criti-
cal to ensuring the health and wellbeing of
your average military family.

Knowing that their families have a support
network back home lifts a great burden from
our soldiers’ shoulders, allowing them to con-
centrate on their duties, so that we remain
safe.

That’s the kind of support our military per-
sonnel and their families deserve.

Ret. Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf led the
allied coalition that swept into Kuwait and
Irag in 1991. The fourstar Army general was
Commander in Chief, United States Central
Command, and Commander uj Operations
Desert Shield and Desert Storm.

The following is contact information for state
representatives serving Somerset County, as
well as members of Congress serving Central
Jersey.  _. :

CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE HOLDERS

— U.S. Sen. Robert Menendez (D)

One Gateway Center, 11th Floor, Newark, NJ
07102, (973) 645-3030

(202) 224-4744 (Washington, D.C.)

— U.S. Sen. Frank R. Lautenberg (D)

One Gateway Center, 23rd Floor, Newark, NJ
07102, (973) 639-8700

Hart Senate Office Building, Suite 324,
Washington, D.C. 20510, (202) 224-3224

— Rep. Michael Ferguson (R-7th)

45 Mountain Bivd., Building D, Suite 1,
Warren, NJ 07059, (908) 757-7835

214 Cannon House Office Building,
Washington, DC 20515, (202) 225-5361

— Rep. Rodney Frelinghusyen (R-11th)

30 Schuyler Place, Second Floor, Morristown,
NJ 07960, (973) 984-0711

2442 Rayburn House Office Building,
Washington, DC 20515-3011, (202) 225-5034

State

STATE OFFICE HOLDERS

— Sen. Walter J. Kavanaugh (R-16th)

76 North Bridge Street, Somerville, NJ 08876,
(908)-526-4222

-6748; agualtieri@njnpublishing.com

— Assemblyman Christopher Bateman (R-
16th)

36 East Main St., Somerville, NJ 08876,
(908)-526-3600

- Assemblyman Peter J. Biondi (R-16th)

1 East High St., Somerville, NJ 08876, (908)-
252-0800

The Chronicle welcomes comments and
news tips. The following is a list of our staff and
how to reach us:

Rod Hirsch, executive editor, (908) 575-6684;
rhirsch @ njnpublishing.com

Craig Turpin, editor, (308) 575-6698;
cturpin @ njnpublishing.com

Allan Conover, sports editor. (908} 575-6689:
aconover @ njnpublishing.com

Dave Allena, sports editor, (908) 575-6690;
dallena @njnpublishing.com

George Pacciello, photography editor, (908)
575-6708; gpacciello @ njnpublishing.com

Jim White, staff writer, (308) 575-6686;
jwhite @njnpublishing.com

Allison Elyse Gualtieri, staff writer, (308) 575-

Amy S. Bobrowski, staff writer, (308) 575-
6694; abobrowski @ njnpublishing.com

Press releases can also be sent to somer-
set@ njnpublishing.com
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and community news into
The Chronicle:

Call editor Craig Turpin at
(908) 575-6698 with story
suggestions, questions or
comments. Information can
be e-mailed to
middlesex @ njnpublishing.co
m.
The sports editor is Dave
Allena. He can be reached at
(908) 575-6690.

Qur address: The
Chronicie, PO Box 699,
Somerville, NJ 08876. Our
fax number is (808) 575-
6683.

Correction policy
The Chronicle will correct
errors of fact, context or pre-

sentation and clarify any
news content that confuses
or misleads readers. Please
report errors {o editor Craig
Turpin at {908) 575-6698.

Question of
the week:

Will you vote in
your local school
elections?

“I plan on voting, but
the information is too lit-
tle, too late.”
TOM LEPIONKA
Somerville

“I plan on voting. I'm
not sure what’s up, but
before the election, I'll be
sure to bone up. I always
vote in school elections.”
CAROI. TESSIERI
Somerville

“Yes und yes. Every
vear.”
BRIAN CIGE
Montgomery

“Nuo, not {or local elec-
tions.”
JAY DEMARTINO
Nuzareth, Pa.

Letters to the Editor

Red Cross help
is always there

To The Editor:

Each year, the president of
the United States declares
March “Red Cross Month.”

This annual event provides a
unique opportunity to think
about the important role the
Red Cross has played every
day right here in our commu-
nities.

When we look back on 2005,
we think about the huge dis-
asters we read about in the
paper and watch on televi-
sion. The coverage regarding
the tsunami halfway around
the world and the devastating
hurricane this season galva-
nized communities into
action. But right here the dis-
asters your Red Cross
responded to were no less dev-
astating for those affected by
them.

In 2005, the Greater
Somerset County Chapter
responded to single and multi-
family fires, affecting 47 peo-
ple in Somerset County, some
left with little but the clothes
on their backs. Since July, the
chapter has assisted 33 fami-
lies who have experienced
such disasters as flooding,
fires or carbon monoxide poi-
soning. As well, we aided 24
families who relocated to our
area as a resuit of Hurricane
Katrina.

The chapter also served the
local communities in a variety
of other ways. During 2005,
the chapter taught 967 life-
saving health and safety train-
ing courses to more than 8,000
enrollees, including first aid,
CPR and more; we’ve reached
24 military families with
emergency communication;

we’ve provided over 2,000
rides to people requiring
transportation to medical
appointments, and we’ve dis-
tributed over 5,000 brochures
as part of our community edu-
cation program. And that’s
just in one year.

Sometimes 1 wonder what
my life would be like without
the Red Cross. It’s true that I
would have more time to
spend with my loved ones,
which I’m sure they’d appreci-
ate. But how can I weigh that
time against the many people
who depend on the Red Cross
for help?

As the chair, my role over-
seeing the chapter is a pretty
big job. But by being so inti-
mately involved with the day
to day operations, I've come to
better appreciate our staff
and many volunteers for the
sacrifices they make to help
their neighbors. During this
March, please take the some
time to think about our Red
Cross and what life would be
like here without them.

I thank each and every one
of you who have in some way
helped the Red Cross keep
our doors open to those in
need. Whether you are a dedi-
cated volunteer, you've taken
a class, used our transporta-
tion service, or contributed to
us financially, your support is
greatly appreciated by the
Chapter and by our communi-
ty.

WILLIAM S. SUNDHEIM
The writer is chairman of the
board of the Greater Somerset

County Chapter, American Red
Cross, located at 14 W. Cliff St.,
Somerville, NJ 08876.

New Jersey needs
to lobby for gun laws

To The Editor:

New Jersey is taking positive
steps to keep criminals, youth
and other prohibited persons
from gaining easy access to
guns. Garden State elected offi-
cials should be commended for
their efforts, but there is still
more to do to keep illegal guns
from wreaking havoc on our

communities. New Jersey is far

ahead in its efforts to keep kids
and families safe.

New Jersey earned an A- in
the Brady Campaign’s annual
state report card. Overall, 32
states received a grade of Dor F
in 2005, and only 10 states
received a grade of A or B.

New Jersey received an A-
because it has passed sensible
gun laws to protect our children
and families, such as licensing
and registration of all handgun
purchases, the nationls
strongest assault weapons ban,
and the landmark Childproof
Handgun Law.

New Jersey's strong gun laws
are the exception rather than
the rule across the country
weaker gun laws are still a
national problem.

“We have cracked down on
Iibrary books, cell phone calls,
fertilizer purchases and wear-
ing shoes in the airport, but we
have to do more at the state
level, across the country, to
make it harder for either a ter-
rorist, garden variety armed
robber, or young person to get
their hands on a handgun,” said
Sarah Brady.

Bryan Miller, executive direc-
tor of Ceasefire NJ, said: “New
Jersey has more work to do to
protect kids and families, and
particularly to disrupt the flow
of Illegal guns coming into our
state from other states, espe-
cially Pennsylvania, that has
weak gun laws that encourage
the growth of the efficient and
deadly business of trafficking

Illegal Guns.”

As long as Pennsylvanials
weak gun laws encourage the
movement of guns from legal
sale at gun shops in the
Keystone State to illegal street
sale, communities in our state
will suffer from artificially high
levels of gun violence. The
Million Mom March and
Ceasefire NJ are working
together to bring -attention to
the illegal trade in guns, so solu-
tions may be sought.

Both organizations encourage
all New Jerseyans concerned
about gun violence to partici-
pate in a Rally and March 2 p.m.
Saturday, March 18, in Trenton
titled “New Jersey and
Pennsylvania Against War in
Iraq and at Home,” including a
March across the “Trenton
Makes, The World Takes™
Bridge into Morrisville, Pa., and
concluding by 5 p.m. Contact
either the NJ Million Mom
March or Ceasefire NJ with
questions.

To contact NJ Million Mom
March Chapters of the Brady
Campaign to Prevent Gun
Violence, write to P.O. Box
77333, Ewing, NJ 08628, e¢-mail
mercermmm@comeceast.net  or
call (609) 882-3711.

To contact Ceasefire N |, write
to 503 W. State Street, Trenton,
NJ 08618, e-mail cfnj@aol.com
or call (586) 371-3038.

The Brady Campaign began
grading state gun laws nine
years ago. The scores nationally
state by state are available in
complete category-by-category
detail at
www.bradycampaign.org.

CAROLE STILLER

Ewmy

The writer is presiden; of the
Mercer Countu Million Mom

March Chapter and president of
NI Million Mom March Chapters

of the Brady Campaign to
Prevent Gun Vielence

Somerset County Briefs

Poster contest helps The

deadline to

submit and Sheriff Frank Provenzano

highlight government

SOMERVILLE — A poster
contest to promote National
County Government Week —
being marked April 23.29
titled “My County” is being
sponsored by the
Constitutional Officers
Association of New Jersey.

posters is April 4.

“The contest is open to all
fourth graders in public and
private schools throughout the
state’s 21 counties,” said
County Clerk Brett Radi.
Here in Somerset County
we're looking forward to an
enthusiastic response.”

Radi, Surrogate Frank Bruno

are hosting the contest. Radi
is serving as coordinator for
the project.

“Detailed information and
guidelines on the contest have
been sent to schools through-
out Somerset County,” said
Radi. “Students are being
asked to create a poster thart
depicts all that’s special and

unique about Somerset
County and how this relates to
county government.”
Submissions may be
dropped off at the County
Clerk’s Office, located in the
county Administration
Building at 20 Grove St.,
Monday through Friday from
8:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free park-
ing is available in the Bernie

Field Parking Deck on East
High Street.

Winning entries will be
selected by a group of judges,
including constitutional offi-
cers Radi, Bruno and
Provenzano. The winner will
receive a $100 U.S. savings
bond. Posters submitted by
the students will be exhibited
in the administration building

during County Government
Week.

Radi will make the award
presentation sometime in
April. At that time, winners
also will meet with the other
constitutional officers.

For further information on
the poster contest, call the
County Clerk’s Office at (908)
231-7013.
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Menlo Park Mall hosts auditions, collection

The 2005 Atlantic League
champion Somerset Patriots
will host Star Spangled
Banner audltlons at Menlo
Park Mall in Edison on
Saturday from noon-4 p.m.

In conjunction with the audi-
tions, volunteers from
Operation  Shoebox New
Jersey 2005 will be on hand in

. the Nordstrom wing on the

lower level to hand out infor-
mation about the program, as
well as collect donated goods
that will be sent to U.S. troops
overseas.

The Patriots will host two
packing events during the sea-
son on May 27 and Sept. 10 at
Commerce Bank Ballpark in
Bridgewater.

Items needed include: Sun
screen, foot powder, telephone
calling cards, eye drops, beef
jerky, mouth wash, bug spray,
Lip balm, fernlmne products,
ear swabs, wipes (travel size),
razors, toilet paper, tea bags
coffee, small drink mixes,
socks, clothesline/pins, snack
foods, cereal/protein bars,
fleece blankets, microwave-
able foods (can or box), hard
candy/gum, writing materials
and batteries (any size).

The Patriots have signed up
100 performers, several of
whom will be selected to sing
the National Anthem prior to
games during the 2006 season
at Commerce Bank Ballpark.
Members of the Patriots staff
and The Chronicle will judge
the performances.

Girl Scout cookies

Thin mints have always been
a favorite. Short bread and
peanut butter also make the
list.

Girl Scout cookies rank right
up there with other All-
American icons like hot dogs,
baseball and rock’n’roll.

They’re a popular items with
our soldiers and Marines
based overseas, who have writ-
ten letters of thanks for
receiving the cookies in the
packages OPSHBX ships over-
seas.

We’ve run out, and our stock
needs to be replenished.

Thankfully, Jill Larson and
the Girl Scouts of Warren are
about to begin a month-long
sales drive, and are counting
on you to help them support
U.S. troops overseas.

Jill is supervising the efforts
of 28 Girl _Scout troops, with

- hundreds of girls taking turns

selling door-to-door, as well as
manning tables that will be set
up outside food stores in town
starting this weekend through
April 28. We’ve supplied the
Girl Scouts with Operation
Shoebox posteis which will be
displayed at their tables.
Though it’s hard to believe,
Jill says there are people who
say “no” when asked to buy
the cookies for themselves.
“We’re hoping that instead

Rod Hirsch
Executive
Editor

of saying ‘no,” they’ll say ‘yes’
to buying a bux of cookies for
our soldiers,” she explained.

Sounds like a great idea, and
for those of you who do sup-
port the Girl Scouts, make
sure you buy an extra box or
two for the soldiers. The Girl
Scouts will take care of deliv-
ering them to OPSHBX, and
we’ll make sure they get
tucked into the packages
headed overseas.

Call (908) 753-7668 for fur-
ther information.

Buy a shamrock

The celebration has already
begun, and with just one day
left until St. Patrick’s Day, the
green shamrocks decorating
the walls of Mannion’s Pub
and Restaurant on West Main
Street in Somerville continue
to multiply.

You’ll see that the little
green shamrocks are personal-
ized with the names of those
who come in, and if you’re
wondering why, ask your serv-
er or see the bartender.

They’ll be happy to tell you
that for $1, $5 or $10, you can
personalize your own sham-
rock to hang on the wall, with
every penny spent on every
shamrock donated to help sup-
port U.S. troops overseas.

Mannion, a generous sup-
porter of Operation Shoebox
New Jersey 2005, is confident
his clientele will embrace the
cause and spend a few dollars
to add to the St. Patrick’s Day
decorations.

The shamrocks are available
in the pub and restaurant
downstairs, and at the sports
bar in the clubhouse on the
second floor. Mannion is spon-

soring a contest among his

staff - whoever sells the most
shamrocks gets a free dinner
for two.

Please stop in, have a drink
and pay tribute to the soldiers
and Marines of the USA.

On the Loose =

Check out Cablevision
Channel 22 for the most recent
.segment of “On The Loose,”
filmed by Steve Kaiser, featur-
ing the Feb. 4 packing event
that marked the first anniver-
sary of Operation Shoebox
New Jersey 2005.

The half-hour segment can
be seen on Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday evenings.

Kaiser, who has a film pro-
duction company based in
Somerville, has helped chron-

GEORGE PACCIELLO/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Joe Yuzuik, Jane Mamer and John Dorell, all volunteers with Operation Shoebox New Jersey 2005, helped collect items dropped off for
OPSHBX Saturday at Commerce Bank Ballpark in Bridgewater during the opening day of ticket sales for the Somerset Patriots’ 2006 sea-
son. The Patriots teamed up with Operation Shoebox to help collect items for soldiers serving in Irag. Everyone who brought a bag of sup-
plies to be sent to U.S. troops received a special Buy One Get One Free ticket. Dozens of bags of items were donated and more than $100
was collected, which will be used to cover shipping costs.

icle the growth of OPSHBX
since its inception, and has
filmed other events, including
packing days in Somerville.

The most recent segment,
filmed at the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 2290 in
Manville, features interviews
with Iraqi war veterans, local

Army recruiters from
Somerville, Mayor Angelo
Corradino of Manville and

dozens of OPSHBX volunteers
who were on hand that day to
help prepare and package
1,465 boxes for shipment to
U.S. troops overseas.

His efforts have helped pub-
licize the OPSHBX program,
for which we are most grate-
ful.

Diner extends promotion

Louka’s Last American
Diner on Route 22 in
Branchburg has extended

their Monday Night Special
promotion which helps sup-
port the efforts of Operation
Shoebox New Jersey 2005,
with a portion of the profits
from Monday nights donated
to the program.

Make plans with family or

Jane Mamer
Tomato Media
Somerviile

friends to have dinner at the
diner March 20 and 27, begin-
ning at 5 p.m., or stop in
through midnight. Every din-
ner, cup of coffee, dessert or
a late night snack that is
served will help support
OPSHBX. The promotion
began the f{irst week of
February.

The diner is also a drop-off
site for those wishing to
donate a bag of groceries with
items to be sent to U.S. troops
overseas. Donations of loose
change and dollar bills can
also be deposited in a large
jug at the cash register.

Louka’s Last American
Diner is on the eastbound side

of Route 22, directly across
from Colonial Motors.

T-shirts for sale

Quality T-shirts with the
handsome Operation Shoebox
New Jersey 2005 poster and
logo are available for a dona-
tion of $10.

Several stores on  Main
Street in Somerville and Main
Street in Metuchen are selling
the shirts, which feature the
distinctive red, white and blue
Operation  Shoebox  New
Jersey 2005 logo, and a full-
color reproduction of the
Operation  Shoebox  New
Jersey 2005 poster.

The shirts are also available
at The Chronicle office, 44
Veterans Memorial Drive East.
All proceeds from sale of the
shirts directly benefit OPSH-
BX. Sizes available are medi-
um, large and extra-large.

We can also reproduce the
shirts in quantity for veterans’
groups, corporations, or other
sponsors, and include the
name of<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>