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A winning
message
Amanda Hansen, 11, left, and
her classmate, Amy
Szymanowski, 12, right, talk
about their school's D.A.R.E. —
Drug Abuse Resistance
Education — program. The two
pupils at Saint Ann School in
Raritan are among the 12
Somerset County school chil-
dren whose artwork was select-
ed to appear in the 2006
Project STAND Anti-Drug, Anti-
Violence Calendar, which is
produced in association with
the DARE program. Page B1.

State gives
OEM kudos
For the sixth year in a row, the
Middlesex County Office of
Emergency Management
received the highest possible
score on its annual evaluation
from the New Jersey Office of
Emergency Management.
"Middlesex -County OEM contin-
ues to demonstrate that it is
regarded as one of the premier
programs in the state of New '
Jersey," the evaluation read.
The county's staff is extremely
proactive, self-motivated and
dedicated to the programs."
"I am extremely honored to be
working with a group of individ-
uals who, through hard work
and professionalism, show their
dedication to protecting the res-
idents of Middlesex County,"
said Freeholder Christopher D.
Rafano, chairman of the county
Department of Law and Public
Safety. "As a county, we have
worked diligently to ensure that
our emergency responders
have the most up-to-date equip-
ment and training to protect our
citizens, and this stellar evalua-
tion recognizes our commit-
ment."

The state evaluates the perfor-
mance of the county office and
its personnel in responding to
emergencies and fulfilling goals
set by the state during the eval-
uation year.
The report praised the county
OEM's response to the south
county municipalities that were
severely flooded during a July
17 storm. 'The Middlesex
County staff should be com-
mended tor their immediate,
professional and efficient
response to all major incidents
in their county." the evaluation
read. 'This professional attitude
was never more evident than
during the South County Floods
that impacted several munici-
palities. During that incident
Middlesex County OEM imme-
diately activated the County
Emergency Operations Center
and was able to provide valu-
able resources to assist with
the incident*
"The State Police, through their
comments, recognize the
incredible talent and dedication
of the men and women who
respond to all types of emer-
gencies in the county," Rafano
said.
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Peter Weitsen, a certified public accountant
with WithumSmith+Brown, teaches Pamela
Hudgins of the Somerset section of Franklin,
about QuickBooks as part of an initiative
between the firm, the Middlesex County
Regional Chamber of Commerce and the
First Baptist Community Development
Corporation.
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Chamber helps launch careers
A local accounting firm has joined

forces with the Middlesex County
Regional Chamber of Commerce and
a Somerset-county faith-based com-
munity group to provide free book-
keeping training to area residents.

Two certified public accountants
with WithumSmith+Brown's New
Brunswick office, are providing
QuickBooks software training for
nine students affiliated with the
First Baptist Community
Development Corporation in the
Somerset section of Franklin.

The six-session, 12-hour course is
being taught by Peter Weitsen and
Ed Mendlowitz, both shareholders
with WithumSmith+Brown.

Weitsen was instrumental in devel-
oping the pilot training program.
After attending a chamber of com-
merce meeting where the Rev.
DeForest Soaries, founding chairman

of the corporation, was speaking on
the positive impact of business/com-
munity organization partnerships,
Weitsen looked for ways in which the
accounting firm could make a differ-
ence in both the community and in
the accounting industry.

"Our firm trains many clients in
QuickBooks," said Weitsen. "It's the
most popular and powerful account-
ing and bookkeeping program avail-
able for small and medium-sized
businesses. I also knew there were
many chamber members who needed
assistance with QuickBooks training
as well as folks out in the community
who would benefit tremendously by
learning this program.

"I spoke to the chamber and was
able to connect with First Baptist. It's
a great match."

Sharon Tucker Brown, executive
director of the corporation, agreed.

She said many of the students are
graduates of the corporation's
STRIVE job readiness training pro-
gram which prepares and assists
adults for employment.

"The STRIVE program trains
adults in 'soft' skills, but the other
component of the program is offering
them opportunities to improve their
'hard' skills in an effort in increase
the likelihood of success in the job
market," Brown said. "It's a great col-
laboration between business and
community."

Weitsen added: "This is truly a
community project that benefits
everyone. It gives area residents an
opportunity to learn a new skill
which hopefully will result in
employment for them. Ideally, they
will be able to help businesses in the

Continued on page A2

County
unveils
2006

budget
Middlesex County Freeholder

David B. Crabiel said that a draft
2006 County Operating Budget
reduces the equalized county prop-
erty tax rale by at leasi 1.1 cents per
$100 of equalized valuation.

Crabiel said the reduction honors
the commitment he made in his
director's message earlier this
month.

The draft $343.9 million budget
was unveiled at a special meeting of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders
last week.

The proposed budget was formally
introduced at the Jan. 19 meeting
and a public hearing will be held at
7 p.m. Feb. 15. Meetings are held in
the Freeholder's Meeting Room in
the County Administration Building
in New Brunswick.

The draft budget unveiled
Thursday includes a net tax levy of
$239,621 million which is $21,790
million less than what would be per-
mitted by the CAP law of the State
of New Jersey. The tax levy is the
amount to be raised through taxes.

Crabiel said the Comity continues
to grow. It is estimated that equal-
ized ralables will increase by almost
S9 billion this year. "This comes on
top of $17.6 billion in increases over
the last two years," he said. '"This
budget recognizes that growth and,

Continued on page A2

Volunteer fever finds Commons thread
*I want to work with kids. I like not hav-
ing to sit home all day and wasting my

summer"
Alex Mazepa

Student, Bridgewater-Raritan High School

Organizations seek free help
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Area residents Charlotte and Arnold DeMarco learn about volunteer opportunities
from Joe Casale inside Bridgewater Commons mall last week. To Casale's rinnt
are Marie Sperber and Betty Bushey, who helped sign up volunteers.

By ALLISON ELYSE GUALTIERI
Staff Writer

BRIDGEWATER - Alex Mazepa is
already looking forward to summer
vacation.

Not id lazy days, sleeping late and
sitting by the pool, but to continuing
the tradition of volunteering that the
Bridgewater resident set for himself
last summer.

"I want to work with kids. I like not
having to sit home all day and wast-
ing mv summer," the Bridgewater-
Raritan High School student said.

While last Saturday was a far cry
from the heat of July, Mazepa
stopped by the Leadership Somerset
table at the Bridgewater Commons
mall to check out volunteer opportu-
nities and organizations for the com-
ing summer.

While he worked for the Somerset
Valley YMCA last year, this year he's
checking out the United Way of
Somerset County, just one of the
organizations listed at the event.

The goal of the project was to pair
up prospective volunteers with orga-
nizations that need them. From chil-
dren to the elderly, animals to the
environment, the options were
extensive.

The idea came about from the
classes of Leadership Somerset, an

organization run by the county to
encourage residents to become
"trustees" of their communities.
Alter visiting different organizations
and facilities around the county and
hearing speakers talk about their
community efforts', said Marie
Sperber, one of the students, a pat-
tern began to emerge: Everyone
needed volunteers.

"We thought if we could get to a
central location and put out all the
information on the organizations, we
could help," she said.

Sperber, Joe Casale, and Betty
Bushey, took their three-hour shift at
the tables on Saturday afternoon,
where they managed to get metre
than 25 people interested in volun-
teering.

"We've had people of all different
ages stop by," Sperber said.

"The more the better," said Casale.
"I think people don't know what
organizations are available."

The group had compiled lists of
organization by category and loca-
tion, so that people stopping by
could see what was interesting and
what was close. They also had piles
and piles of information and litera-
ture on each organization, so that
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Blood drive turns the table on doctors
Physicians donate blood at
Somerset Medical Center

By ALLISON ELYSE GUALTIERI
Staff Writer

SQMERVILLE — Oncologic sur-
geon Thatn Seenivasan is usually on
the other side of the table. But on
Tuesday, it was his turn to be the
patient,,as he donated blood in the
first blood drive for physicians at
Somerset Medical Center.

Seenivasan laughed and joked
with phlebotomise Giulianna
Manrique, as she took his tempera-
ture and checked his hemoglobin
and hematocrit levels and swabbed
his arm, asking if the cookies pro-
vided for donors were homemade.

Once the needle was in his arm,
letting blood flow from him into a
plastic pack containing coagulant so
the blood doesn't clot, he explained
why he chose to donate.

"it's life-saving, and it's a wonder-
fni thiny. thai any human could do,"
lie said. While he has donated bipod
in the past, this was his first time
doing so in several years, and the
staff of the blood bank at the med-
ical center encouraged him to make
it it habit.

"Each unit of blood can save three
lives: you get plasma, you get

platelets, and red blood cells," said
Dr. Kathwine Toomey, an oncologist
and the vice president of the med-
ical and dental staff at the hospital.

Toomey organized the drive to pro-
mote the idea of donation among the
physicians at the hospital.

"I thought it would be a good idea
tst show the community that the peo-
ple that order the blood can also
donate," she said, explaining that
for many, the blood drive is the first
time many will donate, and not all
know the procedure,

Toomey herself will donate today,
and two of her partners were also
scheduled to donate during the
drive, which took place all week. An
oncologist, .she is one of the ones
who orders blood most frequently
for patients.

"We order a lot of blood transfu-
sions, so *.vt« know how important it
Ur she said. In the last year, over
3,800 units of blood were transfused
to patients at the center.

Blood products also have a shelf
life, she said, so the supply has to be
renewed. Plasma, which is frozen,
can last a year, but blood must be
used within 35 days.
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Giulianna Manrique, a phlebotomist at Somerset Medical Center, prepares to
draw blood from the arm of Tham Seenivasan. an oncologic surgeon at the hospi-
tal- The center is currently conducting a blood drive to promote the idea of dona-
tion among physicians.


