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Recycling center gets a new look

Piscataway
goes for 4
Semifinal weekend saw
Piscataway High whip
Itvington 26-6 in North
Jersey 2 Group IV to gain a
chance for a fourth straight
title, while Immactilata fell to
undefeated Dolbarton 41 -
14, PageA6.

Shelter at
crossroads
The Somerset Regional
Animal Shelter is facing an
uncertain future as some call
for it to become a larger
facility serving more towns
while others don't want it to
become a mammoth center
that can no longer sea'e the
community in a way it has
been. Page B1.

Get help
with taxes
The Middlesex County One-
Stop Career Center, 506
Jersey Ave., New Brunswick,
will host a free Tax Workshop
for small businesses from 9:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. Dec. 8.
The workshop will be present-
ed by representatives of the
state- Division of Taxation and
cover such topics as:
Registering your business; the
forms of business ownership
and hbw they are taxed; how
to collect and remit sales
taxes; and how to calculate
and remit estimated state
income tax payments. Due to
space limitations, pre-registra-
tion is required.
For information, contact Lynne
Camp, Middlesex County
Business Resource Center
representative, at (732) 937-
6222 or e-mail
lynne.camp® dol.state.nj.us.
The Middlesex County
One-Stop Career Center is a
partnership of local and state
organizations committed to
integrating services to provide
job seekers, students and
employers with a complete
range of labor market and
work readiness services in one
convenient location.
Its goal is to empower job
seekers with the support and
information necessary in help-
ing them make decisions
about careers, search for jobs,
and learn work preparation
skills in order to secure
employment. Employers are
offered labor information, help-
ful seminars and worker
recruitment assistance.
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SOUTH PLAINFIMJ) —
The borough's Recycling
Drop-off Center on Kenneth
Avenue has a new, tidy look.

The yard lias been paved
and ail the old,om-oi'-date sig-
nagc has been replaced with
bright new signs.

Visitors should find it easier
to move around, especially in
wet and freezing weather, now
thai, they won't have to tope
with lite mud puddles ami

half-plowed snow thai came
every winter with the old sniv-
el surface. The clean, easy-to-
read graphics on the new
signs announce clearly where
tn put the various recyclable
materials.

the asphalt contains recy-
cled material, and the alu-
minum signs are made with
recycled aluminum. Some of
the su;n posts are made of }()()
percent post-consume.!' recy-

cled plastic.
The old signs were installed

over If) years UJJO, before the
borough joined the Middlesex
County Recycling Program.

Those signs were wordy, to
help recycler.s comply with
the regulations of the time.
Only certain kinds of paper
were accepted, and we had to
separate different kinds of
plastic bottles, cans and dif-
ferent colors of glass, ^ s (|se

program changed, misinforma-
tion was corrected by group-
ing signs together, covering
some words with tape, remov-
ing some signs altogether, and
jnsi ignoring others, The new,
straight forward signs are easy
to understand.

The face lift was partially
funded by a matching grant
from the Middlesex County
Division of Solid Waste
Management. Paving was

included as one of the County
Road Department projects,
through which the borough
pays for the materials but the
county's road crews do the
work.

Jersey Sign Corp. made the
signaye.

Recycling (Iroundskeeper
jay McNerney coordinated
the logistics of clearing out

Continued on page A2

Society of Mayflower Descendants Ruth Edmunds Eldridge. Susan Fogg Eisdorfer. Nancy C. Ross and Gloria Griffith can trace their
family trees to some of the earliest settlers of North America. Today's holiday has an extra special place in their hearts.

Special day for Mayflower kin
By AMY S. BOBROWSKI
Staff Writer

FoggToday is one of Susan
Eisdorfers favorite days.

To the Bridgewater resident.
Thanksgiving is a chance to show her
appreciation and thanks, hut. it's also a
time when .she celebrates her ancestry.
Fogg Eisdorfer is a direct descendant
of George Soule, one of the 1.02 passen-
gers who traveled on the Mayflower,
became one of the nation's first settlers
and later signed the Mayflower
Compact.

"It's (Thanksgiving) my favorite holi-
day," said Fogg Eisdorfer, who com-
memorates the Pilgrims and American
Indians with special dishes. "I try to
respect both the English tradition and
the Native American tradition and the
fusion between the two cultures."

She makes red pickled eggs, a
European dish and what she calls
Three Sisters Saute, which includes
corn, pumpkins and beans — major
crops for American Indians.

"It's (Thanksgiving)
my favorite holiday. I try

to respect both the English
tradition and the Native

American tradition
and the fusion between

the two cultures."
Susan Fogg Eisdorfer

Membership Chair,
Society of Mayflower Descendants

of the State of New Jersey

"And the eternal favorite is pumpkin
pie," said Fogg Eisendorf, who with her
cousin researched her ancestry that led
to the discovery of her connection to
the Mayflower. "That's the fusion dish.
The Native Americans had the pump-
kins, but they didn't have the milk or
the butter. If I don't have something
from these three cultures, it's not a
Thanksgiving dinner."

Fogg Eisendorf is the membership

chair of the Society of Mayflower
Descendents of the State of New
Jersey. She and a few other society
members visited Tlxe Reporter office
last week to discuss their lineage and
how having prominent ancestors influ-
enced their lives today.

Gloria Griffith didn't know she was a
descendent until she was an adult. The
Basking Ridge residents mother had
passed away when she was only 3 years
old, leaving Griffith without much idea
of her family's history. Many years later
an aunt on her,father's side wanted her
to go to a cemetery with her.

"I told her I had never been to my
mother's grave and wanted to go," she
said. "I was shocked when T saw the
size of her grave."

While at the cemetery she noticed
that other family members on her
mother's side were buried nearby. She
made a list of family members and sent
it too her brother, who completed the
time consuming research to prove their

Continued on page A2

Tradition
as thick
as blood
By ALLISON ELYSE GUALTIERI
Staff Writer

SOMERVILLE — When Kelsey
Walsh reached her 17th birthday,
there was a special rite of passage
for the Mother Seton High School
junior.

She had to sign up to give blood.
"The running joke is that they owe

a pint of blood for all the cookies,"
said her mother, Eileen Walsh.
When Kelsey and her three siblings
were younger, they used to come
with their mother while she donat-
ed blood, and ate the cookies pro-
vided for the donors.

Walsh and her mother, Gail
Richter, have been donating blood
together at Somerset Medical
Center since 1999, though both have
been donating for years, at various
blood drives. Walsh, a resident of
North Plainfield, has been donating
since her college days, and Richter,
a resident of Clark, has been a
donor for I he past 30 years.

At the Blood Donor Program at
Somerset Medical Center, however,
there isn't a blood drive. Instead,
donors can make a regular appoint-
ment. Last Saturday, for example,
there were 20 donors lined up to
give blood.

"The benefits of coming here is
that it's an appointment, so 1 can be
in and out in an hour," said Walsh,
who began donating at the hospital
in 1996, and was joined by her
mother in 1999. "Now I give at least
four times a year."

"It was just the normal thing, to
come with my mom," said Kelsey
Walsh, who lives in North
Plainfield.

The bad news for her, however, is a
common occurrence for donors of
her age. She was disqualified for
having too little iron in her blood.

"It's disappointing that my hemo-
globin is low," she said, adding that
she will try to donate with her moth-
er and grandmother again, and will
participate in the annual blood
drive at her school.

Getting disqualified is a common
occurrence, and can happen for a
number of reasons, according to Jo
Ann Yackowski, recruiter for the
Blood Donor Program at Somerset
Medical Center. Recent travel to
certain countries, illness, being
underweight, and having low iron
levels are all reasons to be deferred.

Families like Kelsey's, however,
Continued on page A2

County grants will help preserve area historic sites
Nine local projects have

received a total of 3889,750 in
funding through the county's
2005 Open Space, Recreation,
Farmland and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund.

Freeholder Peter S. Palmer
presented ceremonial checks
commemorating the awards at
a recent freeholders' meeting.

"The freeholders estab-
lished the Historic
Preservation Grant Program
to assist municipalities and
non-profit organizations in the
preservation of historic
resources," said Freeholder
Palmer, Cultural & Heritage
Commission liaison. "We're
pleased to be able to support
these projects that preserve
Somerset County's unique his-
tory."

A brief history of each of the
projects, the amount of each
grant and how the funds will
be used is as follows:

— Van Der Veer House,
Hillsborough — The house,
which was constructed in the
mid- to late lSthcentury, has

-20ih century colonial revival

changes designed by noted
architect Chester A. Paterson.
Dr. Van Der Veer was an origi-
nal member of the New Jersey
Medical Society in 1776. The
$130,000 grant will be used
for exterior stabilization and
restoration.

— Abraham Staats Houses
South Bound Brook — An
intact example of 18th and
19th century Dutch and
Federal architecture, the
house was used as headquar-
ters for General Baron Von
Steuben during the Second
Middlebrook Encampment.
The grant in the amount of
$169,000 will be used to
restore doors, windows, floor
masonry work, 'and electrical
work.
. — Wyckof f-Garretson House,
Franklin Township — An
intact example of Dutch colo-
nial architecture, the house
was constructed in 1740. The
$63,000 grant will be used for
restoration of the cooking fire-
place, beehive oven, framing

Continued on page A2

COURTESY SOMERSET COUNTY

Kathy Ormosi, left, Friends of the Abraham Staats House president, and Dennis Quinlan, South Bound
Brook Borough Council president, center, accept a ceremonial Historic Preservation Grant Program
check from Freeholder Peter S. Palmer, right, at a freeholders' meeting.
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