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Patriots top
the Ducks

Jeremy Owens went three for
four to help the Somerset
Patriots top the Long Island
Ducks 7-1 Tuesday and even
their second-half record at 6-6
following a 0-4 start. Page B1.

increasing

In response to the terrorist
attacks on the London mass
transit system, NJ Transit has
put new security measures into
place, inciuding random pas-
senger searches. These checks
will eventually trickle down to
local train and bus stations.
Page A3.
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Operation:
Shoebox
New Jersey
2005, in part-
nership with
American
Recreational
Military Services is seeking
cash donations in support of
their ongoing effort to supply
American forces overseas with
a steady supply of personal
items, toiletries and snacks.
ARMS is a registered 501(c}(3)
non-profit organization under
the Internal Revenue Service
code. All contributions are tax-
deductible.

All contributions are dedicated
to the purchase of supplies and
costs of shipping.

Checks should be made out to
ARMS, with the instructions
“Operation Shoebox NJ 2005"
written on the memo line.
Checks should be mailed to:
Operation: Shoebox New
Jersey 2005, c/o The Chronicle,
44 Veterans Memorial Drive
East, Somerville, N.J. 08878,
For more on Operation
Shoebox, see Page A5.
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Bike tour to aid Habitat

The Middlesex County chapter of
Habitat for Humanity will hold its
eighth annual Bicycle Tour on Aug.
13 to raise funds for home building
projects for low-income families.

The event, which originates at
Thompson Park in Jamesburg, will
kick off with a 100-mile ride at 7
a.m., followed by 50- and 62-mile
courses beginning at 8 a.m., and 12-

, 25- and 35-mile rides at 10 a.m.
Pre-registration is $30 for adults
($35 if the rider wishes to receive a
T-shirt) and $10 for those 18 and
younger. Registration forms may be
obtained online at www.middlesex-
habitat.org or by contacting Holly
Ely at (732) 634-6898. Riders can
also register on the day of the bike
tour at a fee of $35. However, T-

shirts will only be available for pre-
registrants.

Food will be provided at the start
of the rides, including bagels,
bananas, energy bars, peanut but-
ter and jelly sandwiches, and rest
stops will be set up along the
routes. At the conclusions of the
rides, Subway sandwiches, bever-
ages and souvenirs will be avail-

for Humanity

able.

Volunteers are still needed for
the day of the event to check in rid-
ers, help with food and drinks and
with activities after the ride.
Anyone wishing to volunteer can
do so on-line at www.middlesex-
habitat.org or by calling the
Habitat for Humanity office at
(732) 251-7200.

By AMY S. BOBROWSKI
Staff Writer

There were words of wisdom, hugs,
kisses and even tears as families from
Somerset and Union counties said
goodbye on Tuesday to the New York
City children who had spent two
weeks in their care.

“I'm going to miss vou. Be good. I
love vou,” Bernardsville resident
Lauren McHale said to 8-yvear-old
Kwaceem Maloney right before he
boarded the bus to go back to his
home in Brooklyn. Kwaceem respond-
ed by giving McHale a huge hug.

“Oh, I forgot my helmet,” said
Kwaceem, referring to a bike helmet
the McHale family bought for him.

“Don’t worry sweetheart,” said
McHale. “T'll save it for the next time
you come 10 see us.”

Kwaceem, with the help of the Fresh
Air Fund, spent the last two weeks
vacationing in the rural New Jersev
suburbs where he spent his days play-
ing baseball and lacrosse, tearing up
the quiet tree-lined street on a bicycle
or a scooter, jumping off the diving
board at the local pool and spending
time with the McHale family on vari-
ous outings.

Kwaceem is just one of the hun-
dreds of New York City children
spending two weeks in the rural New
Jersey suburbs as part of a Fresh Air
Fund vacation. A non-profit organiza-
tion, the Fresh Air Fund allows inner
city children to enjoy free summer
vacations in the country. After two

Time to say goodbye
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weeks of fun in the *burbs, the chil-
dren met in the parking lot at New
Providence High School and headed
back to New York City Tuesday.

“My favorite thing was going to
work with Big Joe.” said Kwaceem.
Big Joe is Joe McHale, husband of
Lauren McHale, who works at
Novartis, a pharmaceutical company.
*I got to meet his friends and play.”

When Kwaceem boarded the bus,
the McHale family stood by, waving
frantically until the bus left the park-
ing lot and was out of sight.

Kevin Ali. 7, who had been the guest
of the Auletti family, also
Bernardsville residents, returned
home to New York City on Friday.

“I'm going to miss them,” said Kevip
of the Auletti familv. T got to go bowi-
ing — I never did that before. T liked
going with them to eat and hwmg
fun.”

For Kevin, the highlight of his trip
was being able to go the community
pool almost every day.

“1 can’t swim, but I can in the little
pool.” said Kevin as he put his head
underwater and crawled alon:z the
bottom of the baby pool. “I like to go
underwater.”

But by Friday, Kevin was ready to go
home.

“I'miss my mom and my grandmoth-
er and my baby brother” he said. *But
I like it here. At home there'’s nothing.
Here at Rob's tthe Auletti house)
theres stulf, like tovs, bikes and
tools”

i
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Kwaceem Maloney, above, gets a hug
Tuesday from Lauren McHale, a
Bernardsville resident whose family
hosted the Brooklyn boy for two weeks
as part of the Fresh Air Fund. Kevin Ali
and Alexa Auletti, at top, cool off in the
municipal pool in Bernardsville last
week. Alexa and her family hosted
Kevin, who is from New York City.

PISCATAWAY

Mayor
speaks

about
MTBE

PISCATAWAY — Mayor Brian C.
Wahler joined Reps. Lois Capps, D-
Calif., Henry Waxman, D-Calif.,
Fdward Markey, D-Mass., Hilda
Solis, D-Calif., and local water dis-
trict officials at a recent press con-
ference in Washington, D.C., to talk
about their concerns regarding
MTBE contamination issues.

Whaler represented the United
Conference of Mayors, a nen-parti
san organization that represents
over 1,100 cities with populations
of 30,000 or more, and the National
League of Cities, the largest non-
partisan organization that repre-
sents more than 18,000 cities,
towns and villages of all sizes.

Congress is currently working on
a final agreement on the energy
bill, H.R. 6, so that it can be sent to
President Bush before adjourning
for the August recess. The bill is
likely to exempt manufacturers of
MTBE from any liability for conta-
mination of local drinking water
supplies despite the Senate’s posi-
tion to the contrary.

“I am here to reiterate our strong
opposition to the MTBE liability
waiver that is in the House-passed
energy bill ... now before the ener-
gy conference committee,” Wahler
said. “The cost of this exemption is
an estimated $25-85 billion and
will be an unprecedented cost shift
to local taxpavers, who will be
faced to foot the bill for the
cleanup and even replacement of
local water supplies due to MTBE
contamination.

“Not  one member of the
Conference of Mavors, the National
League of Cities or other partier
organizations have been consulted
or asked to participate in these dis-
cussions. We must be at the table
and it must be a fair deal or no
deal.

“This would be one of the largest,
if not the largest, unfounded man-
date handed down by Congress.” he
said, “"We urge Congress to keep
this unjustificd MTBE liability pro-
tection out of the final conference
agreement on the energy bill”
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Richard J. Razillard, of Branchburg,
assigned to the Army’s 318th Military

“alligence Battalion, is on a 15-day
from lraq and stopped by The
er newspaper this week to talk
his experiences since being
ed.

Branchburé man on vacation from Iraq

By JIM WHITE
Staif Writer

SOMERVILLE . Oniy home for a
few hours, Richard ], Razillard sull
had sund from Irag stuck in his boots
when he stepped from his 73 Mach
1 Ford Mustang onto Main Street.

“*Yeah, we were still preuy dirty,”
suid the 21-vear-old Branchburg
man, who, after arriving back in
New Jersev last Friday, headed
straight {or Somerville's Cruizers
Night scene.

“I've been living here a long
time,” he said. I go to Cruizers
Night every chance 1 get.”

Razillard, a 2002 graduate of
Somerville High School, enlisted in
the Army the following year and
has been in Irag since March 23.

Currently on i 15-day leave, he paid
& visit to this newspaper on Taesdoy
to talk about his expericnces sinece
being deploved and what it’s like
being home.

“Ir’s amazing.” Razillard said,
adding he has really come to miss
the little things some people in this
country mizht take for granted —
like rain.

“I haven’t seen rain since Pve
been there.” he said, “Maonday (in
New Jersey) was the first time since
going vver there.

“Driving. I love tn drive. And
swimming. or just tinkering around
on a car or a truck.” he suid, °I g1
buddies over there. I want to get
back and help them out, but you
can't beat it here in the United

Yy

States.”

While in Baghdad, Iraq, assigne::
to the Army's 319th Militars
Intelligence Battalion, electronics
is Razillard’s trade. It is his job o
ensure all communications equip
ment and subsystems are in work-
ing order to allow the Army to
track and direct troop, aircraft and
watercraft movement.

The soldier would not go into
what he has o7 has not witnessed as
fur us combat goes, but said morale
in his unit is up.

“Morale has always been high.
They take care of us over there,” he
said.

Razillard said. so far. a Toby Keith
concert has been the highlight of
his stay in Iraqg.
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Stefan Sirko

Stefan 15, is a resident of Bedminster and

has lived in Massachusetts, Ohio and lfiinois.

Stefan is an honor student at Oratory Preparatory
School. He is a Boy Scout and one of his goals is to
hike the entire Appalachian Trail. Stefan has played the
cello for ten years. He plans to attend a small college
where he can focus on Civil War history and Spanish.
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Hot air balloon ride offers
solitude and sweeping views

By AMY S. BOBROWSKI
Staff Writer :

READINGTON — The 85-
foot-tall, 40-foot-round
RE/MAX hot air balloon was
aloft by 6:30 a.m. Tuesday,
slowly drifting and floating in
the hazy blue sky above
Solberg Airport.

The fog and the mist that
hugged the ground at the air-
port quickly wore off in the
already bright morning sun.

“] was a little concerned
about the fog this morning,”
said Mark Schilling, a
Moorestown resident and the
pilot of the RE/MAX balloon.
“You don’t want to take off
and not see where you’re
going to land.”

Schilling, a veteran balloon
pilot of 20 years, will fly the
RE/MAX balloon (dubbed
Maxine) during the 23rd
Quick Chek Festival of
Ballooning this weekend at
the airport.

“After 20 years of flying, it’s
still magic,” said Schilling.
“Every flight is exciting. Part
of it is never really knowing
where you’re going to wind
up or where you’re going to
land. Another big part of it is
sharing the excitement with
other people.”

Schilling drove the
RE/MAX Hot Air Balloon
Team van into the center of
the field at Solberg Airport
around 6 a.m., and along with
the help of his wife, Jan
Schilling, and Ashley Bowes, a
20-year-old ground crew mem-
ber, pulled the wicker gondo-
la out of the vehicle.
Everything they need for a
flight, including the gondola,
the balloon envelope, burners
and propane was in the van.

Jan Schilling filled a small
black party balloon with heli-
um and let it go into the air.
With her neck stretching
toward the sky, she watched
the balloon until it was out of
sight.

“It’s called a pibal,” she
said, observing the balloon
going almost straight up. “It
lets the pilot know the wind
speed at different altitudes.”

The crew team kept busy
hooking up cables, laying out
the balloon envelope, pulling
out the radio and setting up a
giant fan. “The fan is used to
fill the balloon with cold air
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while it’s laying on the
ground,” said Mark Schilling.
“Then we use the burner to
heat that air up and the bal-
loon will stand upright.”

It takes 10 to 12 minutes to
completely fill the balloon
with cold air. The whole time,
Jan Schilling pulled on a rope
attached to the crown, or top,
of the balloon envelope.

“] keep it stable as it’s
inflating,” she said.
“Sometimes, when it’s breezy,
it’s harder to hold down. You
run to the side the balloon is
drifting, lock it down and run
back to the other side.”

Mark Schilling used the
burner to let hot air in the
balloon. Once the balloon was
upright, Schilling climbed in
the bask.t and did a radio
check with Jan Schilling and
Bowes who make up the
ground crew. As Mark
Schilling lifted off, Jan
Schilling and Bowes climbed
back in the van ready to fol-
low the balloon from the
ground.

“The crew can get a head
start on us,” said Mark
Schilling. “Once we figure on
a landing spot, I call down to
the crew to contact the land
owner and get permission.
Land owner relations, next to
safety, is very important.
Quite often, we land in big
back vards and people are
almost always welcoming.”

Ready for lift off, Mark
Schilling pulled on the burn-
er cord and the balloon quiet-
lv, peacefully lifted him away.

“In the morning we catch a
lot of joggers out and see a lot
of people in bathrobes on
their back porch with their
coffee,” he said.

Typically, balloon pilots
schedule flights around sun-
rise or sunset, when the winds
are the calmest. Mark
Schilling and his crew follow
weather patterns with a flight
weather service that’s avail-
able to pilots.

“We get a complete weather
briefing before a flight,” said
Schilling. “The worst part of
ballooning for Jun and I is
having to call people and can-
cel because of the weather.”

The rest of the job is smooth
sailing for the Schilling fami-
ly, who also own Odyssey
Balloons (www.odysseybal-
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loons.com), a private balloon
company.

«“Mark was interested in bal-
looning every since one time
when we were driving home
from Philadelphia and we
saw hot air balloons crossing

the Delaware River. We
chased them down to where
they landed,” said Jan

Schilling. “For his birthday
that year, I got him a mini-
adult course on ballooning
and he’s been in love with it
ever since.”

Hot air balloon pilots must
be certified by the Federal
Aviation Administration. In
order to become a hot air bal-
loon pilot, individuals must
complete 25 hours of flight
instruction, take a written
test and a flight test. For
Mark Schilling, the decision
to make a career move to bal-
looning was an easy one.

“When I was a little kid, I
wanted to be in the Navy and
fly jets, but that takes perfect
eyesight, something I dont
have...I was in a career that
just wasn’t satisfying to me

anymore,” said Mark
Schilling, who previously

spent 10 years as a customer
service supervisor for a fleet
leasing company. Schilling
would fly his balloon from a
big field near a RE/MAX
regional office. “When they
had an opening for a pilot
they made me an offer.”

Mark Schilling, who also
works as the director of
Information Technology for
RE/MAX, let the balloon
drift slowly from an altitude
of 2,000 feet back to the
ground.

With a thud and a few
bounces, the balloon landed.
Jan Schilling and Bowes, who
had been trailing the balloon,
pulled up in the van, hooked
the balloon to the van and
started to push the air out of

the giant envelope.
Deflating, dissembling and

folding up the balloon only
takes about 15 minutes. Then
it’s back on the road to fill up
the propane tanks for the
next flight.

The Quick Chek Festival of
Ballooning continues through
Sunday. For tickets and addi-
tional information, call (800)
HOT-AIRY or visit www.bal-
loonfestival.com.
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NJ Transit security checks have begun

By JIM WHITE
Staff Writer

Waiting on a train at the
Somerville Station, Joey Pinto
said he wouldn’t mind if a
pohce officer searched his bag
prior to him boarding.

“It’s a good thing as long as
you’re not guilty, of course”
said the 41-year-old Jersey City
man, who was in town Monday
visiting his brother. “Pve been
through a lot. I used to work in
Saudi Arabia, and its a lot
worse.”

This new security measure
comes in the wake of the
recent terrorist attacks
throughout the London transit
system. Acting Gov. Richard J.

Codey announced last Friday

that on Monday NJ Transit

Briefs

Photography class at
the Metuchen Y.M.C.A.

METUCHEN — Participants
will focus on how to take bet-
ter pictures and how to get a
better understanding of the
science of photography at the
summer program sponsored
by the Metuchen Y.M.C.A.
located at 65 High St. on
Wednesdays, Aug. 3-24, The
class will include trips to
Metuchen Artworks, Roosevelt
Park and downtown
Metuchen. Cost will be $15 for
members and $20 for non-
members. Call (732) 548-2044
for details.

Volunteer chefs are
needed for elderly

EDISON — Those who love
to cook can become a “Chef
for the Day” with the Jewish
Family & Vocational Service.

Volunteers are needed to
prepare lunch for elderly mem-
bers of a social adult day pro-
gram in Edison. Times are
batween 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for
one or more days during July
and August.

For additional information,
call E.J. Berman at (732) 777-
1940, Ext. 122.

MetroStars offering
summer socce” ~amp

MIDDLESEX — MetroStars -«
Player Development Programs
will be offering a summer
camp program on behalf of the
Middlesex Youth Soccer
Association at Mountain View
Park in Middlesex Aug. 8-12.

Registration forms are avail-
able at the Middlesex
Recreation Department. For
more information, visit
MetroStars.com or contact
Dave McKiernan (732-752-
4203).

Thank You!
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pohce officers would begin
mspectmg the bags and con-
tainers of randomly selected
passengers at randomly select-
ed stations and terminals
throughout New Jersey’s mass
transit system.

Dan Stessel, a spokesman for
N]J Transit, sald inspections are
not being conducted at
Somerset County stations at
this time, but eventually they
will be.

On the Raritan Valley line
there are train stations in
Bound Brook, Bridgewater,
Finderne, North Branch,
Raritan and Somerville. The
Gladstone Branch includes

Basking Ridge, Bernardsville,
Far Hills, Peapack-Gladstone,
Lyons and Peapack.

“They’re holding it close to
the vest,” Stessel said of NJ
Transit’s plans for future
inspections. He said in most
cases, officers are told only an
hour in advance that they will
be conducting searches.

“I wouldn’t be offended,”
said Tejas Shah, 27, of New
York City, who commutes into
Somerville for work. *“Giving
the color of my skin, I guess it’s
just a matter of time. But I
haven’t seen any riders
searched yet.”

Kristine Hall of Somerville,
who was on her way to
Plainfield, said she didn’t like
the idea of random searches.

“I don’t think everybody
should be searched.
Foreigners, maybe,” she said.
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Deborah Jacobs, executive
director of the American Civil
Liberties TUnion of New
Jersey, said while the ACLU
appreciates measures to keep
travelers safe, random search-
es are not the way to go about
doing it, and, ultimately, the
practice is an invasion of pri-
vacy.

“The likelihood of finding a
potential bomber is not high,”
she said. “If you’re looking for
a needle in a haystack, why
make the haystack bigger?”

Jacobs said random searches
are “feel good political mea-
sures,” and, “only symbolic.”

“It’s a misdirection of
resources,” she said.

Jacobs said instead of ran-
dom searches, police should
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use bomb-sniffing dogs and
stop people based on behav-
ioral profiles.

“People have medications,
condoms, checkbooks with
balances,” she said. “Things
they don’t want policemen
digging through.”

She said people can find out
about their rights at

www.aclu-nj.org.

NJ Transit urges customers
who see any suspicious activi-
ty or unattended packages to
call NJ Transit Police at (888)
TIPS-NJT. Individuals should
leave a detailed message on
the tips line, which will be
immediately forwarded to NJ
Transit police.
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Green Cabbage ...... e S e 29¢ b,
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Red Delicious Apples .......ccccceeeeeenen. ORI 59¢1.
Black Plums ..........cc.cc.e... O 99 ea.
Golden Delicious Apples ..........coceeevevvvveeeenn... 59 .
Idaho Potatoes s sag ........... I — e .99 e
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E 1220 South Avenue
Plainfield, New Jersey

Business Hours:
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(Open 7 Days A Week) Sunday: 8:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M.
% » Not responsible for typographical errors » We reserve the right to
limit quantities « Special items in this ad are subject to market availability
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Blame the drivers, not cigarettes

One bit of advice teens are given when they get
behind the wheel for the first time is this — don’t
take your eyes off the road or your hands off the
wheel. In short, pay attention out there.

It's something that most of us forget every time
we hit the road.

Right now New Jersey smokers, “Big Brother”
conspiracy theorists, conservatives, liberals and

‘the collective industries that have built up around

our car-driven culture are up in arms about a pro-
posed law to ban smoking in cars.

Yes, we all lose something when lawmakers
propose bills like this. A keystone in the founding
of our nation was protection of civil liberties. But
those liberties come at a price. The price is that
we do not abuse them.

We have the right to own weapons, we also
have the right to defend our property and our-
selves — in some states with the use of those
weapons — but we do not have the right to use a
weapon in a way that jeopardizes-others. We
can’t shoot our neighbors because they happen
to cut across our front lawn. Those living in a
subdivision can't target practice in their backyard.

To some this may be a silly comparison, sug-
gesting gun laws can be placed in the same
league as a ban on smoking in cars?

But consider this — Everyday people become
distracted when they drive. They talk on their cell
phone. They eat a burger while driving. They light
up a cigarette. Sornetimes they even read a book
or conduct a meeting, complete with charts and
tables, while driving.

Driving is a privilege — not a right. Just as
gun ownership is a privilege. Convicted felons
cannot own a gun, for example.

Recently, New Jersey passed a law that pro-
hibits people from using a cell phone while dri-
ving, unless it has a hands-free device. Still, a
study released recently by the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety found that driving

while using a cell phone — regardless of the
way it is used — quadruples the risk of a crash
with series injuries.

One state law maker, Assemblyman John. S.
Wisniewski, D-Middlesex, has a bill pending
that would have police report on what drivers
were doing when an accident occurred, in par-
ticular if they had taken their eyes off the road.
The goal, Wisniewski said, is not to place
blame, but to compile information on why acci-
dents happen.

Yes, it may be a leap — comparing guns to
cars. But the same argument made by those
who protect gun owners’ rights by claiming it
isn’'t the weapon — but the person and how
they use it — can be applied to cars.

Do we need these laws? Most would say no,
and to target only smokers is to pick on only
one group of people — and to assume that they
are a cause of accidents. Perhaps the best
measure is to make all types of distracted dri-
ving — from smoking to eating — a motor-vehi-
cle offense, similar to, say, careless driving,
which can add points to a driver’s license and
dollars to the insurance bill.

We live in a congested state with constant
distractions, and each day people are spending
more time doing other things than simply get-
ting in their car and driving. It would wonderful
to think of a utopian existence on our road-
ways, where everyone was driving defensively,
and paying attention. The reality is far different.

So, when someone proposes a law such as
this, before picking up the phone to yell at
them, or forming a grass-roots e-mail campaign
to gather volunteers to have them tarred and
feathered, try this instead — focus the frustra-
tion on those who are at the root cause of the
problem — the distracted drivers themselves.

And maybe these laws can be taken off the
books.

Edison’s pay to play rule
doesn’t go far enough

To The Editor:

The Edison Township Council earlier this
week unveiled its plan to curb pay to play, the
practice of businesses or individuals making
campaign contributions to politicians in
return for favors such as no-bid government
contracts.

For the past two years, the township council
has dragged its feet on this campaign-finance
reform initiative claiming it was waiting for
direction from the state.

Now with an election just around the corner
with the mayor’s and several township council
seats up for grabs, including those held by
Council President Parag Patel’s, Vice
President Robert Diehl’s, Councilmen
Anthony F. Massaro and Salvatore Pizzi, the
council has suddenly decided to forge ahead
with pay to play legislation.

In fact, the council intends to have it imple-
mented before the November election.

The council’s proposed plan, however, does-
n’t go far enough. It fails to address competi-
tively bid government contracts and it does

not provide protection in the post-contract
award period when a contract can be
changed and poor performance can be
excused. It also substitutes an undefined and
subjective competitive process for meaning-
ful political contribution restrictions.

Clearly, the proposed legislation is not in
the best interest of Edison taxpayers. And
that should be any government’s priority.
New Jersey Common Cause, a citizen advoca-
cy group that proposes strict campaign
finance reform, puts the issue and its pro-
posed ordinance in the hands of the elec-
torate — which is where it should be.

Our Constitution was established on the
premise that government was instituted “by
the people” and “for the people.”

It’s time to put pay to play legislation on
the ballot in November and let the people
decide.

BILL STEPHENS

Edison

The writer is a mayoral candidate running
- on The People’s Choice ticket.

Quotable

“(NJ Transit's plan to have random security searches is)
a good thing as long as you’re not guilty, of course.
I've been through a lot. | used to work in Saudi Arabia,
and it’s a lot worse.”

Joey Pinto

NJN Publishing © 2005
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Question of
the week:
Should there be
a ban on smoking
in cars?

JUAN ESPINOZA
Somerville
“Yes.”

T ;
75 NN
CATHERINE
PASLAWSKI
Bridgewater
“I have no problem with
people smoking in cars.”

KAY MURPHY
Trenton
“Get rid of the idiot’s
with cell phones in cars,
but no ban on smoking.”

S RalTETN
LYNN PIROZZ1
High Bridge
“We're (smokers) so
discriminated against
as it is — next it will be
no smoking in public.
It’s our choice; leave us
alone.”

LISA GRACCHI
Piscataay
“We have rights and
freedoms. You start
banning too many of our

rights, and vou start
changing the purpose
of the constitution.”

Letters to

the Editor

Parking woes

To The Editor:

This is in response to the arti-
cle (July 14) concerning resi-
dent parking in Somerville.

This is not an issue about stu-
dents parking on streets near
Immaculata High School. This is
an issue of Immaculata owning
up to its responsibility to pro-
vide parking for its students.

Borough ordinances require
large complexes to provide ade-
quate parking for their people.
Why is Immaculata exempt
from following the rules?

Immaculata should have
investigated alternative park-
ing solutions before restrictions
were instituted several years
ago.

I find it interesting that bor-
ough officials have talked with
Immaculate Conception Church
officials but net the residents
who are impacted by this situa-
tion. Phil Decker could be fur-
ther from the truth in saying
that this won’t present a prob-
lem. Joelle Kessler was an out-
spoken proponent for resident
parking and now she is in favor
of it.

The problems caused by stu-
dent parking before were
numerous. Last time school offi-
cials said they would monitor
and clean up. That happened
perhaps six times over the years
the problem existed.

The street in front of my
house is too narrow for parking
on both sides. Trucks, emer-
gency vehicles and larger cars
could not pass one another
without the restrictions. There
is also the issue of service vehi-
cles trying to park to do their
work. :

Trash pickup is yet another
problem. There are only three
residences on my block. We
were told the last time if park-
ing didnt improve we would
have to make other provisions

for pickup. There is the issue of
street sweeping. The sweeper
can’t get close to the curb with
parked cars to clean up the lit-
ter left by the students. Despite
paying our taxes in part for
street sweeping are we going to
go without clean streets again
from September until June?
Other streets in town at least
have restricted parking once a
week for this vital service.

Why is Kessler only worked
about students parking too
close to driveways on Mountain
Avenue? We on Prospect Street
and North Doughty Avenue had
the same problem last time and
will again if this proposal is
adopted.

Finally, I disagree with
Decker’s contention the hospi-
tal area is a different situation.
Hospital visitors come and go
which allows for parking spaces
at times. Most visitors to the
hospital are adults, they don’t
litter and they don’t party in
the street at dismissal time.

I am very disappointed in
our elected officials not
involving the residents who
will be directly affected by
this change. It will ruin what
real estate agents call the
most desirable neighborhood
in town.

When our property values
fall will our taxes do likewise?

To accommodate for the
most part out-of-town stu-
dents who have no regard for
the neighbors because
Immaculata won’t own up to
its responsibilities is a grave
error on the part of the

‘town. If this change is adopt-

ed then all resident parking
in town, regardless of loca-
tion, must be eliminated. To
do otherwise will be discrim-

inatory.
DAVID J. HARDGROVE
Somerville

Protecting privacy

To The Editor:

I am writing this letter to
correct a misconception on
the part of a recent writer
regarding documents avail-
able to the public.

A copy of the ad hoc
Economic Development
Committee report which out-
lined the recommendations of
the committee to the mayor
and Township Council, is a
public document and can be
obtained as all public docu-

ments can by making a
request of the Township
Clerk.

The Open Public Records
Act is ‘a NJ State Statute
which contains provisions for
copying charges and response
times.

In the mayor’s comments to
council regarding this posi-
tion, the recommendations of
the ad hoc committee were
discussed in detail as basis
for supporting the item for
council consideration,

If successful, the Economic
Development Officer will pro-
vide tax savings to residents
by increasing commercial rat-
ables where appropriate, and

reduce the tax burden of the
average resident. The matter
was discussed in subsequent
public hearings required for
the ordinance including the
number of candidates and the
recommendation resulting
from the Administration.

The writer’s request for per-
sonal contact information of
each candidate can not be
honored as this is a personnel
matter and those candidates
have the right to expect that
their interest in the position
will remain confidential,

The requirements regarding
the release of confidential
and privileged information
restricts and prevents the
release of this information
because the confidentiality
and privilege is with the
applicant.

I provide the above informa-
tion to demonstrate the mea-
sures the administration and
council have taken to include
the public and keep the
process open uand transpar-
ent.

JAMES T. NAPLES
Bridgewater township
administrator

Criticism is unfair

To the Editor:

In her recent letter, Angela
Perone of Raritan Borough
unfairly and inaccurately criti-
cized the mayor and Borough
Council,

She claimed, “When ordered
by county officials to revalue
all property, they took four
vedrs to comply.”

1 have a copy of the letter
sent to us on Feb, 6, 2003 by
the county, The first line
reads, “On Jan. 8, 2003, The
Somerset County Board of
Taxation ... issued an Order for
the Borough of Raritan to
undertake a revaluation of all
property in the borough to be
effective for the 2005 tax
vear” We complied fully with
that order.

A revaluation is an equaliza-
tion process. After it’s com-
pleted, every property is at
their correct value and every-
one will now pay their fair
share of the taxes. The last
revaluation was done in 1987
for the 1988 taxes. In theory, it
should be done every 10 vears.

The Republicans conurolled
the council until April 1999
Why didn't thev call for a
revaluation? She also claims
the lack of a revaluation
caused the big in¢rease in last
year’s school taxes. In 2001-02,
our school tax share was 11.6

-
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percent. The following year, it
went down to 10.3 percent
without any revaluation.

n 2003-04, Rarttan’s share
was 10.5 percent. Last vear, it
jumped to  11.4  percent
because our property values
{based on sales) grew at o
faster rate than Bridgewater
The rates can fluctuate from
yvear to year regardless of a
revaluation, This year our
school tax share went down to
10.5 percent while
Bridgewater’s share went up.

The assessed value of all
properties in Bridgewater and
Raritan are up to date, which
is the ideal situation for us.

Perone asks the question,
“How much did the nflated
value of-the equalized proper-
ty also add to Raritans por-
tion of county taxes?”

The answer is it doesn't add
to it. For example, if the prop-
erty values of a town are
assessed at 50 percent of mar-
ket value, the county will
dstermine their rate based an
100 percent value, Now that
we had a revaluation, the
county will use that figure
instead of its own estimate.
She calls that value “inflated,”

JAMES FOOHEY
Raritan

The writer is a
boraugh councilman
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Kate Brittain,
who lives in
Branchburg and
works at Rutgers
University, shows
off the two boxes
she packed for
U.S. troops in
Irag.

GEORGE PACCIELLO/
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Jersey girl does the right thing

By JIM WHITE
Staff Writer

It’s everyday people like Kate Brittain
who make Operation: Shoebox New Jersey
2005 tick. She’s a Jersey girl at heart, loves
the Mets and owns a bulldog named Mugsy.

On a recent visit to downtown Somerville,
during Cruizers Night — when classic cars
line the curbs of Main Street — Brittain, 28,
of Branchburg, came across a sidewalk table
where she learned about Operation:
Shoebox New Jersey 2005 — a joint effort
between this newspaper and numerous
organizations, companies, families, veterans
and volunteers to collect, package and ship
supplies to U.S. soldiers and Marines serv-
ing in Iraq and the Mideast region.

“I picked up a flier and said I can do
this,” she recalled thinking to herself. “I
just felt it’s such an easy thing to do. Any
one of us can go to the store and buy some
toiletries and provide our men and women
with some comforts of home.

“My husband was a Marine,” she said. “If
he were over there I would want someone to

do the same for him. ... Whether you sup-
port the war or not, everyone should sup-
port the troops.”

Brittain stopped by The Chronicle office
last week to drop off the two shoeboxes she
stuffed with personal supplies — one for a
male soldier, another for a female. She
included stationary, pens, gum, teabags,
cereal, Q-Tips, sunblock, Chapstick,
Swedish fish, mini first aid kiis, moisturizer
and personal hygiene products.

In each box she also included a letter, not
a “Hi. How are you? Thank you for serving”
kind of letter, but a detailed and humorous
write-up of how things are back in the
states.

Her letter reads: “I'm from New Jersey —
and no I don’t have long fingernails, high
hair or talk with an accent. New Jersey has-

'n’t been a bad place to grow up — it gets a

bad rap. Granted, it’s congested, but I like to
think it's because everyone wants to live
here!”

Brittain said she purposely made the let-
ter conversational.

“My feeling is, if youre far away from
home, it’s nice to receive a message from
home, a personal message. It’s uplifting. 1
wanted to go above and beyond in that
area,” she said.

Brittain’s letter goes on to describe her
job as an employee in Rutgers University’s
alumni relations department, and how she
will soon have to head west to host an alum-
ni event at a Colorado Rockies-Mets game.

Her letter continues: “I think my job is
pretty darn cool — since they are paying me
to go out to Denver to watch the Mets!”

She continued: “My husband and 1 don’t
have any children yet — we’re beth 28. 1
guess we're waiting to fully grow up before
we tackle the huge responsibility of parent-
ing. For the time being we have a bulldog
named Mugsy — and she pretty much rules
the house. She’s 14 months old and has us
both wrapped around her paw!”

She concluded her letter with words of
encouragement: “May God bless you and
bring you home soon. We are so proud of all
of vou!™

Somerville Supply Line
looks to enlist volunteers

We're just two weeks away
from joining hands with volun-
teers young and old who have
been signing up to wrap and
ship boxes destined for U.S.
troops in Iraq during the Aug.
12 “Somerville Supply Line”
eveTEs

Headquarters for
“Somerville Supply Line” will
be on West Main Street at the
former Goodwill store in the
Somerville Shopping Center.
Mayor Brian Gallagher and
Councilman Sean Decker along
with volunteer staff from
Operation: Shoebox New
Jersey 2005 have been working
behind the scenes to organize
the event, hoping to duplicate
the success of the first Supply
Line held May 14 when more
than 200 volunteers were on
hand to help box, wrap and
ship 600 packages to U.S. sol-
diers and Marines from the
Central New Jersey area who
are deployed in Iraq.

Volunteers, donations of
goods, and financial support
are needed. Gdlldghex expects
to attract “walk-ins” from the
huge- crowds which normally
pack Somerville on Friday

nights for the Classic Cruizers.

car show.

For those who regularly visit
downtown Somerville to expe-
rience the car show, we'd ask
that you please bring along a
bag of groceries to drop off,
and if you’re feeling generous,
perhaps drop a few dollars into
our money jugs to help defray
the cost of shipping. Each
month, we spend between
$6,000 and $8,000 to shop our
gift packages to the soldiers
and Marines overseas.

Oldies’ radio station WMTR-
AM, which has helped to
spread the word about
Operation: Shoebox New
Jersey 2005, will be on hand for
a live broadcast, and will pro-
vide updates as the evening
progresses. Tune in over the
next few weeks for more
details.

We’ll need packers beginning
at 5 pm., and we should finish
up by 9 p.m. Refreshments will
be provided. Volunteers will
also be needed a few days
ahead of time to set up the
storefront with tables and
chairs, as well as transporting
the items to be packed from

. ol
Rod Hirsch d
Executive M ™
Editor

The Chronicle office, where the
pre-sorting takes place.

You must sign up ahead of
time to help out. We need an
accurate count of volunteers to
ensure a successful event. Call

(908) 253-3348 or (908) 575- -

6684 for further information.
Long way to go

The Classic Cruizers have
helped OPSHBX spread the
word about its program, and
equally important, have provid-
ed a platform for us to raise
money.

Last week, $225 was dropped
into our money jugs on the
street in front of The Reformed
Church where OPSHBX sets up
its tables each Friday night.
Hundreds of dollars of donated
goods were placed in our blue
collection box as well, includ-
ing items from Dorothy Moreno
of Morristown and Karen
Levine of Butler, both of whom
heard about OPSHBX during
the live broadcast on WMTR.

This was Moreno’s second
trip to Somerville; she visited
the table a month ago and
dropped off a huge bag of
socks, but left before we could
get her name.

We'd like to thank her and
Mrs. Levine, as well as every-
one else who stopped by to
make a donation. We'll be there
again tomorrow night to accept
vour contribution for the
troops.

Greetings from Irag

A full-color postcard carrying
the greeting “Hello from
Operation Iragi Freedom”
arrived in the mail this week.
The front features a map of
Irag and its Mideast neighbors,
encircled by the flags of those
nations that are assisting in the
rebuilding of the country.

The reverse side has a hand-
written message:

“Thanks. I recetved the puckage
vou sent me. Just knowing that

we have the support back home
keeps us going. Keep up the good
work. The best don’t rest. Sgt.
Dixsoin.”

I don’t know what unit the
sergeant is attached to, nor
anything about him or her.

What I do know is messages
like this one validate our
efforts, and serve as a reward
for the work we do.

Patriotic salute

The  Somerset Patriots
Baseball Club will host the 3rd
annual Veterans of America
Day Sunday, Aug. 14 beginning
at 12:30 p.m. at Commerce
Bank Ballpark in Bridgewater.

Volunteers from Operation:
Shoebox New Jersey 2005 will
be on hand to accept your
donations for the troops, as
well as salute the winners of
the “What is a Patriot” essay
contest. Winners will be
announced in The Chronicle
next week.

The ceremonies will salute
veterans of the Iraq war, as well
as all veterans who have served
in the armed forces. A highlight
will be a flyover tribute by vin-
tage aircraft.

The event precedes the 1:35
p-m. game against the
Bridgeport Bluefish. All veter-
ans are invited to participate.

Discount tickets are available
in advance. Call (908) 252-0700
for further information.

4-H Fair

The 4-H Fair is one of the old-
est, longest-running events in
Somerset County, and we're
pleased to say that the organiz-
ers have asked Operation:
Shoebox New Jersey 2005 to
become part of the three-day
event Aug. 17-19 at North
Branch Park off Milltown Road
in Bridgewater.

Sticking with tradition, the
fair is free — no admission, no
charge for parking. Hours are
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. each of the
three dayvs.

OPSHBX will have collection
boxes at several sites on the
frnrgruunds

Valerie Kreutler, 4-H program
coordinator, is asking everyone
who attends the fair to please
bring a bag of items that can be
boxed and shipped to the sol
diers and Marines overseas.

Operation: Shoebox New Jersey 2005 Drop-off sites:

Somerset County

The Chronicle office, 44
Veterans Memorial Drive East,
Somerville

Commerce Bank Ballpark, 1
Patriots Way, Bridgewater

The 250th Signal Battalion.
42nd infantry Armory on
Hamilton Street in Franklin

The Somerville U.S. Postal
Service office at 39 Division St.,
Somerville

Somerset County Sheriff's
Office, County Administration
Building, Grove Street,
Somerville

Morgan Stanley, 166 West
Main St., Somerville

Mannion's Pub & Restaurant
150 West Main St., Somerville

Alfonso’s italian Restaurant,
99-101 West Main St.,
Somerville

Lloyd's Furniture, 130 West
Main St.. Somerville

Beneath It All, 72 West Main
St., Somerville

Wachovia Bank, 1 West Main
&t., Somerville

Dr. William Moskowitz, 205
West Main St., third floor,
Somerville

Somerville Cenler Antiques,
33 West Main St., Somerville

Neshanic Station Country
Café, 419 Qlive St., Neshanic

Station

Doreli & Sons Locksmith, 20
W. Somerset St., Raritan

Shop-Rite Supermarket, 611
Waest Union Ave., Bound Brook

Girl Scouts of Rolling Hills
Council, 1171 Route 28, North
Branch

Nan Bomano Fine
Apparel/Distinctive Gifts, 432
Main St., Bedminster

Somerset County Park
Commission main office, North
Branch Park, Milltown Road,
Bridgewater

Sornerset County
Environmental Education
Center, 190 Lord Stirling Road,
Basking Ridge

Leonard J. Buck Garden, 11
Layton Road, Far Hills

Warrenbrook Golf Course,
Warrenville Road, Warren

Spooky Brook Gelf Course,
Colonial Park, Amwell Road,
Franklin

Raritan Valley Community
College Theater and Student
Activities office. Route 28, North
Branch

Learning Express Toys, 315
Route 206, Hillsborough

Test Sports Club, 1982
Washington Valley Road,
Martinsville

US Bicycle Hall of Fame,
Main Street, Bridgewater

Powerhouse Gym, Route 22.
Bridgewater

Felix #9 Diner, Route 22.
Bridgewater

Bedminster Post Office, 251
Somerville Boad, Bedminster

Attic Treasures Antiques,
Sansone Plaza, Route 22 East,
Green Brook

Country Manor Furniture, 272
Route 22 Wes!, Green Brook

Dr. Steven C. Balestracci, 154
Adamsville Road North,
Bridgewater

Soprano’s. 154 Adamsville
Road North, Bridgewater

The Cricket, 408 Elizabeth
Ave,, Somerset

Morgan Staniey, 15
Independence Blvd., Warren

Baja Fresh Mexican Grill,
1595 Route 22 West, Watchung

Attic Treasures, 318 Route 22
East, Sansone Plaza, Grean
Brook

AAA Vac, 1515 Route 22
West, Watchung Square Mall,
Watchung

Borough Hall, Route 22 and
Grove Street. Somerville

Gladstone Cleaners, 258
Main St., Peapack-Gladstone

North Branch Post Office,
Route 22, North Branch

Somerset Medical Center
main fobby, 110 Rehill Ave.,
Somerville

T-shirts for sale

Quality T-shirts with the hand-
some Operation: Shoebox New
Jersey 2005 poster and logo are
available.

Several stores on Main Street
in Somerville are selling the
shirts, which feature the distinc-
tive red, white and blue
Operation: Shoebox New Jersey
2005 logo, and a full-color repro-
duction of the . Operation:
Shoebox New Jersey 2005
poster.

The shirts cost $10 and are
also available at The Chronicle
office, 44 Veterans Memorial
Drive East, and at several stores
on Main Street in Metuchen. All
proceeds from sale of the shirts
directly benefit OPSHBX.

Buy one for yourself, buy a
few as gifts. We can also repro-
duce the shirts in quantity for
veterans’ groups, corporations,
or other sponsors, and include
the name of vour company or
organization on the shirt. Call
and ask for details.

“Hello From

AR RAMADI®

- & BAGHDAD
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Rod Hirsch is executive editor of
The Chronicle. He can be reached
at (908) 575-6684 or email
rhirsch@njnpublishing. com

Sergeant
Chronicle

Dixsoin sent this "Greetings from Irag” postcard to The
to thank those who support Operation: Shoebox New

Jersey 2005.

SALUTE
THEIR ,
SACRIFICE

’H

to the brave men and women serving overseas.

DRI ZAN
NEW Jl* RSEY 2005

Salite the sacrifice of our troops deployed around the workd by donating ‘
care package items through OPERATION SHOEBOX: NEW JERSEY 2005,

The Reparter, along with our community & corporate partners, are
collecting smal!, personal items that will be packaged and shipped

t e

Look for our drop-off hoxes at a store or business near you! Pick up

The Reporter each week for updates and Informatian. For detaiis on
becoming 2 drop off location, contact The Reporter's Executive Editor.
Rod Hirsch at {908) 575-6684. Send your message of support today!

We're collecting the following items
to be sent to our troops overseas:

i Suntan lotion U Coffee

{1 Bug spray {1 Small drink mixes
 Lip balm iJ Socks

U Feminine products {1 Clothesline/pins

J Ear swabs £J Snack food

{1 Laundry detergent J Cereal/protein bars
{1 Bug wipes/bug strips {1 Fleece blankets

[ Wipes (travel size) J Microwaveable foorls
21 Razors {J Hard candy/gum

iJ Toilet paper {1 Writing materials
i Eye drops {1 Batteries {any size)
{1 Spices/Tea bags 3 Calling cards

*Donated items must be in their oniginal packaging.

Visit us on the web: www.N).com/sheeboxnj

"(’#i 2"; B~ The chﬂrtcrl ng f&ﬁ'?%?m

ARMS

UNITED SIATES AMERICAN HECREATIGNAL UNTED STATES
L MARINE CORPS RESERVE MILITARY BERVICTS ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
{P ‘ Prgo: oo Ngse, The Sty Ut by peergssiee

R

i

dnddh e o & o & o b A oa s s om s s e omom o oa .



1

A-6 Saturday, July 30, 2005

Everything Jersey

e PLAQUES

MONUMENTS,
j fMM MARKERS

Visit 0ur lurge Indoor
& Outdoor Display

Order Now for
Summer Installation

GREENBROOK MEMORIALS

4 Generations of Memorialists

IMPORTANT NOTICGE

Do NOT order your Memorial
at the time of the Funeral.

Why purchase a Memorial from
an inexperienced high priced
salesperson - when you can
make your purchase from a 4th
generation memorialist whose
only business is Memorial Sales.

SAVE 20% - 50%

103 Bound Brook Road (s 26 swce kema)
Middlesex, H.J.

canngs oy a1 32~968-2543

Evelyn Shellhamer

PISCATAWAY — Evelyn F.
Shellhamer, 82, died July 19,
2005 at Buffalo Valley
Lutheran Village in
Lewisburg, Pa.

Born Sept. 24, 1922 in
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., she was a
daughter of the late Edwin
and Grace Banker Shafer.

Mrs. Shellhamer lived in
Piscataway for 49 years
before moving to Lewisburg.
She retired in 1988 after 15
years as an office assistant to
the Piscatawayv tax collector.
She earlier was a teller with
the Dunellen Savings & Loan
Association.

She was a former treasurer
of the Piscataway Senior
Citizens Club and the auxil-
iary to American Legion Post
261 in Piscataway. Mrs.
Shellhamer was active on the
committee that conducted
the Piscataway  Fishing
Derby.

A member of Faith
Lutheran Church in
Lewisburg, Mrs. Shellhamer
was a former member of All
Saints Lutheran Church in
Piscataway.

Her husband, Louis R., died
in 2001.

Surviving are a daughter,
Elaine Joseph of Los Alamos,
N.M.; two sons, Raymond and
wife Barbara of Neshanic
Station and Rev. Ronald and
wife Kathie of Shamokin, Pa;
a sister, Mildred Miller of
Wilkes-Barre; seven grand-
children; four great-grand-
children; and several nieces
and nephews.

Services were held July 22
at Faith Lutheran Church
under the direction of Rewv.

. John D. Yost, its pastor, and

Rev. Margareta Breden, pas-
tor of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Shamokin.
Committal was held Saturday
in Memorial Shrine
Cemetery, Wyoming, Pa.
Donations may be sent to
Shamokin Public Library,
Evelyn Shellhamer Memorial
Fund, 210 E. Independence
St., Shamokin, PA 17872.
Arrangements were by the
Galen R. Betzer Funeral
Service in Muncy, Pa. To send
a condolence, visit www.bet-
zerfuneral.com.

Aniello Santonastasso

SOUTH PLAINFIELD —
Aniello J. Santonastasso, 86,
died July 26, 2005 at the
Greenbrook Manor Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center in
Green Brook.

Born in Fanwood, he lived in
Plainfield before moving to
South Plainfield in 1998. .

Mr. Santonastasso was a car-
penter and contractor associ-
ated with New Jersey
Carpenters and Millwrights
Local 155 in Plainfield. He
was a member of the
Maddalone Society in
Plainfield and the Holy Name
Society at St. Bernard of
Clairvaux Roman Catholic
Church, also in Plainfield.

He was a Navy veteran of
World War I1.

Surviving are his wife of 64
yvears, Philomena LaSpina
Santonastasso; four daugh-
ters, Rachele Starr, Patricia
Mikell and Loretta Gati, all of
South Plainfield, and
Veronica Woodruff of Winter
Haven, Fla.; eight grandchil-
dren and nine great-grand-
children.

A funeral Mass was held yes-
terday at Sacred Heart
Roman Catholic Church, fol-
lowing services at the
McCriskin Home for
Funerals. Burial was in
Hillside Cemetery, Scotch
Plains.

Obituaries

The Chronicle

Jean Heyl

SOUTH BOUND BROOK —
Jean Heyl, 76, died July 20,
2005 at Somerset Medical
Center in Somerville.

She was born May 3, 1929 in
South Bound Brook and lived
in the borough zll her life.

Ms. Heyl retired in 1985 from
RBH Dispersion in Piscataway.

Preceding her in death were
a brother, Kenneth Stovel, and
a nephew, Carl Stovel.

Surviving are a sister,
Marjorie Stovel of South
Bound Brook; two nieces,
Barbara Stovel of Bound Brook
and April Kelly of Annandale;
a nephew, David Stovel of
Blairstown; three grandnieces;
two grandnephews; a great-
grandniece; and her canine
companion, Scootier.

Services were held July 22 at
the Hagan-Chamberlain
Funeral Home in Bound Brook.
Burial was in Springdale
Cemetery, Warren.

Bruce H.

SOUTH PLAINFIELD —

Bruce H. Douglas, 84, died July
24, 2005 at the Brldgeway Care
Center in Bridgewater.

Born in Plainfield, he lived in
South Plainfield before moving
to Martinsville in 1964,

Mr. Douglas retired in 1981
after 20 years as a sales repre-
sentative with the Aaron
Lippman Co. in Newark. He
was a volunteer with the SWIM
program at the Somerset
County YMCA in Bridgewater.

Surviving are his wife, Edith
Robbins Douglas; a son, Alan of
Bridgewater; a sister, Joyce

Douglas

Groszman of North Carolina;
and a grandchild.

A memorial service was held
Thursday at the Wilson
Memorial Union Church in
Watchung.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be sent to Martinsville
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 296,
Martinsville, NJ 08836; Care
Alternatives, Bereavement
Department, 70 Jackson Drive,
Cranford, NJ 07016; SWIM, c/o
Bridgewater YMCA, 601
Garretson Road, Bridgewater,
NJ:08807; or Wilson Memorial
Union Church, 7 Valley Road,
Watchung, NJ 07069.

Margaret Lake

SOUTH BOUND BROOK —
Margaret Vroom Lake, 99, died
July 20, 2005 at the Willow
Creek Rehabilitation and Care
Center in Sumerset.

She was born Feb. 17, 1906 in
the New Germantown section
of Oldwick, a daughter of the
late John and Ella Sutton
Vroom.

Mrs. Lake lived in
Flemington before moving to
South Bound Brook in 1946.
She was a member of the
Flemington Grange and sang
in its ensemble.

Her husband, Russell, died in
1982. A daug,htu Dormh\
Hendersen, died in 1994.

Surviving are a son, Harry,
and a daughter, Ellu Mae
Pongratz, both of South Bound
Brook: a brother, Cecil of
Oldwick; 11 grandchildren; 16
great-grandchildren; and many
nieces and nephews.

Jean Dougherty

BOUND BROOK — Jean L.
O’Donovan Dougherty, 70,
died July 26, 2005 at Somerset
Medical Center in Somerville.

Born in Hazleton, Pa., she
lived in Bound Brook before
moving to Bridgewater in
1963.

Mrs. Dougherty retired in
2000 after 43 years with
Somerset Medical Center,
where she was a registered
nurse and a night supervisor.
The hospital presented her
with its first Nurse of the Year
award in 2000; that award Has
since been renamed the Jean

Dougherty Award.

Surviving are her husband
of 49 years, James J.; two sons,
James D. and wife Hedy of
Toms River and Richard of
Hillsborough; a daughter,
Lynn Barone and husband
Robert of Hillsborough; and
three grandchildren.

Private arrangements were
by the Branchburg Funeral
Home. Donations may be sent
to Somerset Medical Center,
110 Rehill Ave., Somerville,
NJ 08876. To send a condo-
lence, visit www.branchburg-
funeralhome.com.

Michael Patrick

EDISON — Michael Patrick,
78, died July 21, 2005 at the JFK
Haven Hospice.

Born in Clinton, he lived in
Middlesex and Ewing before
moving to Edison in 2000.

Mr. Patrick was a machinist
with General Motors Corp. in
Ewing and Mack
Plainfield until his retirement
in 1994,

He was a member of the

Truck in

American Legion and St.
Matthew’s Roman Catholic
Church.

He was an Army veteran of the
Korean War.

Surviving are his wife, Marina
Macias Patrick; two stepdaugh-
ters, Mariann  Kozar  of
Somerset and JoAnn Shamy of
Edison; three step-grandchil-
dren and a step-great-grandd-
child.

& 848-467-0497
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To place your ad call: Christine (908) 894-1082 -

cdulk@express-times.com

Somerset Messenger-Gazette ® The Chronicle

Deadline is Noon on Thursday prior to publication

ADDITIONS

\'P WOODWORKING INC.
" "SPECIALIZING IN EUROPEAN &
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN”
+ KITCHENS + BATHROOMS + DORMERS

{* DECKS » BSMTS + PORCHES + PAINTING * GRANITE .

* MARBLE + CORIAN » RENOVATIONS « ADDITIONS
sxee Irec Est, o Fully Insured

908-289-0991

ADDITIONS

= aomons:
CIRCELLI CONSTRUCTION, INC

Addxtxons . Ranatiom
Roofi n ¢ Sidin
Masonry ¢ Fo nda 1008
Retamm Wa * Patios

Free Est g}ly [?ngeg & Ins.
90 47-6251

A Complete Kitchen, Ba
Basement Remodeling
ISERV(NG YOUR AREA FOR OVER 20 YEARS i
IIFAST RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVELY PRICED |3
;IALLWDRK GUARANTEED & FULLY INSURED W

ﬁgﬁ carr (908)-359-1766

Pat Di Honte, Ownen.'Ew JERSEY LIC%862

To place
your ad call:
Christine

(908) 894-1082

BUILDING » REMODELING

DECKS
UNLIMITED

Thkkkhk Ak Ak kkhhh Ak kA F bRkt ok

We build all sizes and shapes
10 year guarantee

b2 et s 32233322t e sttt et st

Al our wolmanized &
cedar lumber guaranteed

Free Estimates - Fully Guaranteed

CARPENTRY

Furiy insyRren * FREC ESTIMATES -

- CARPENTRY LLC

V&

PHEE SR

TEL: 908-322:2471 * CELL: 5082061704

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & DOORS
e DECKS =i
KITonens * BATHROOMS * GARAGES ™ SNALL Am

AUTHORIZED ATRIUM DEALER A ATR@UM

%7 Bathroom *

LSS oo

CLEAN-UP SERVICE

Demolition & Clean-Up
“We Clean-Up - Not Your Pockets™
All Types of Debris Removed
Attics » Basements * Garages
Demolition-All Phases of Interior » Exterior
Kitchen Specialists

908-759-1463

&
=

Bravo Construction

Steps » Sidewalks ¢
Brick/Block Pavers
All Stucco Work
Concrete/Asphalt Driveways
Free Est

908-387-9810

MASON

Patios

Ref. Avail. Fully Ins

Interior & Extertor Painting

_ Free Estimates

PAINTING
By Murawski Properties LLC

Deck & Fence Staining
Fully Insured

908-927-0232

PAVING

Advanced FREE EST.
/%)' Carpent e
Serrsice;.y ] el

Alterations = Attics * Bas'mts * Painting
Custom Decks / Restorations
int /Ext Doors * Garages
- Kitchens « Baths * Replacement Windows

- 732-424-8200 + 800-710-1151

CARPENTRY

PROFESSIONAL CARPENTRY
Roofing * Siding * Windows
Doors * Porches * Decks
Most Repairs « Free Est

35Yrs Exp. Call Len
...008-561-4073

o cewwmiom |
TIRED OF THE CLUTTER?

CLEANUP SERVICES
AL CLEAN UP
Yards ¢ Cellars « Garages « Etc.
Estate Clean Outs
« “We Are The Cheapest”
10% Off w/Ad

732:257-7197 » 800-886-0929]

CLEAN-UP/REMOVAL

s Cellars « Garages « Attics « Esta

ARTIE’S Clean-Up f»%h
3

Fully Insured « Reliable Service R £
732:238-6111 or 908-221.1123 G

908-707-4447

{ LIBERTY BUILDERS °

i Custom Decks * Additions *
~ Windows * Kitchens * Bathrooms
© 30 Yrs of Personalized Service

100% Financing Avail, Free Estimates

4 BUILDING & REMODELING _

To place
your ad call:
Christine
(908) 894-1082

cdulk@express-times.com

DISPOSAL

Waste Removal & Disposal Service

= 908'447'71 1 738"

D. Banks

Disposal Company

All Types of Debris Removed
908-756-6557

To
place

your
ad call:
Churistine

(908) 894-1082

v‘-x,::«;
\,
~ AL
; e -
=

i Driental

i B00-307-4494 « 908-464-2653

w
I SPARKLE

Hardwood Floor ﬂpeclahsts
Instalied » Refinished * Sanded

Carpel, Upholstery & On Site Drapery Care
o Eh Area Rugs Cleaned & Restored

| UTMLAWNCARE |
JTM Lawn Care

732 968-3646 ¢ 732-277-7390

GUTTERS
GUTTERS & LEADERS

* Repairs *

B Quality Gutter Screening Installed

Call Glen Stevens

Residential - Commereial
Lawn Maintenance
Fertilizer & Weed Control
Shrub Care & Yard Clean-Ups
Free Est. Avail 7 Days Fully Ins.
— 10% Off W/AD

MASGNRY
SUNSET PINES 2ﬂ'ﬂ1
| MASONRY |

BASEMEHT WATEHPRBUF]RG FRENCH DRAIN
LL TYPES OF CEMENT WORK

STEPS PAVING Bmcx-smxs WALLS

PATIOS » SIDEWALKS » BLUESTONE ETC.
CARPENTRY AVAILABE

. 908-522-1544

Mu"%@*’b:com

Landscape Mulch = Screened Topsoil
Playground Mulch = Free Delivery

- 1-800-89-MULCH

‘Mﬂ_

' OIL TANK
LLWLS SERVICES

REMOVED » FILLED = INSTALLED
HJ APPROVED #16 YRS EXPERIENCE

908-851-0057

e wWww.protankservices.com

PAINTING

JEB
Painting LLC
"WHEN QUALITY COUNTS”

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
POWERWASHING « DECKS

1 732:469-7097

Billee’s Painting Co.

~—"When Only The Best Wil Do!"

@ Interior / Exterior ‘

~ Painting, Power Washing, -

~ Staining, Wall Papering, Spackling .

Fully Ins. with 23 Years Experience
Estimates Free

. 732.752.9245 |

To place your
ad call:
Christine

(908) 894-1082

DOUGHERTY PAVING

Uriveways » Parking Lots
Concrete & Masonry
» Excavation ¢
Paving Stone - Walkways = Curbing
e Free Est. Fully Ins.

908-561-6452

TREE SERVICE

STUMP GRINDING

Fast Service
Brandt Crane

908-247-2468

TREE SERVICE

COUNTRYSIDE
TREE EXPERTS

www.countrysidetreeexperts.com
* Pruning & Trimming *
- = Land Clearing *
» Stump Removal »
* Crane Services ©
*Tree Removal »
* Landscaping * o
* Snow Plowing »
: * Firewood »
Fully insured - Free Estimates!!
% Years Ex o6 *Residential f Commercial
CALL THE EXPERTS

1:838-638-9405

To place
your ad call:
Christine
(908) 894-1082

cdulk@express-times.com
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Weekend
Calendar

PUBLISH YOUR [T™5
BOOK NOW it

The
You are invited to call or write for a free ilustrated guidebook FREELEIEY P
which explains how your book can be produced and promoted s"""‘grlzi’ubnsmng
by the leading subsidy book publisher. Whether your subject gram
is fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scientific, scholarly, specialized
(even controversial), this handsome 32-page guidebook will show you how to
arrange for prompt publication. Unpublished authors, especially, will find this
booklet valuable and informative. Write or call for brochure TD-108.

cALL ToLL FRee: 1-800-821-3990

= VANTAGE PRESS, Inc., 419 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10016

Saturday, July 30

NEW BRUNSWICK - Floral
Fun: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. “The
Power of the Flower,” 41st
annual open house of Rutgers
Gardens, Ryders Lane off
Route 1. Event admission free;
parking for a small fee. Call
(732) 932-8451 or visit
www.rutgersgardens.org.

PO e O e e s s e )
When Experience Counts...

Count On Us!
25 Years Combmed Experience

IN THE FUTURE:

SOUTH PLAINFIELD -
Summer Drama Workshop:
Aug. 4, 5, 6 at 7 p.m. Aug. 7 at
2 p.m. The Pajama Game in
air conditioned S.P. High
School. Adults $10, kids and
seniors $8. Call (908) 561-
5255 for details.

2 3 4 F —
EDISON - Bereavement sl
Support: Aug. 10 (and every wmmmwwm&mm::
second Wednesday of the MﬁM! We ara FORCED TO
our warehouse and we have

month) 2 to 3 p.m. at Barbara no place

1,,

jt. anne Lewis
Realtor Associate

732.322.7509

§

i A0
Resdtor Assoctate

732277, 4)'75

E. Cheung Memorial Hospice FOR EVERY ROOM IK YOUR ”3.&5#5 b”“‘“‘mmmﬂiwmm
for Middlesex County resi- «we MUST LIQUIDATE OUR GIGANTIC Available
dents. Sessions are free. Call INVENTORY of famous brand names at SACRIFICE M (Blr';:\x:;‘;n{tl: i Je

(732) 321-9335 for details. S0 BRING YOUR TRUCKS & VANS PRICES! The scle wi bs hekd a 272 Routs 22 e
MIDDLESEX - Yankee AND HAUL AWAY THE SAVINGS! i Green Brook, New ersey. Tuckads ofaiure

are being shipped in naw from
Stadium Trip: Aug. 13 bus ' ok

| SAVINGS COUPON T

Come see us at |&| This certificate entities the homeowner to receive
our new home! (| a reduction in commission on the listing of your
S| Jeanne Lewis home with us.

Wil be s0ld off at SAVINGS UP TO 708
leaves 10 a.m. from Middlesex

This is a1 opportunty of a Hetime!
H.S. game starts 1:05 p.m. R verything is
Cost is $40 includes game RIDICULOUS MARKDOWNS!

ticket and transportation. :JOW?W Pay raiaif? HURRY IN for the best seiection
Sponsored by Middlesex Boro ”‘ealGGESTSALENOURHEYEARm
© Piscataway, NJ 08854

Republican Organization.
CIWQMM “Serious about sales, sincere about

Yankees vs. Texas Rangers.
Ns : service and saung }ughcr smmm;d‘». o
Ep Ppa s gt e berke: LA 3 1% W LR Ny VOO i wn s e e Bty
g i/ Ly

Call Geri at (732) 752-2048 to
PRy ,-r\

‘r\ A
EH U gl g ln fgt gy i .ujn ‘u’|u g 11 g M lu

Marty Ziemba £
1322774975 |f

3

I‘J i LI 10 I'hmhdd Avenue, Suite #

I“'

reserve ticket and details.

SOUTH PLAINFIELD - Disney

on Ice: Nov. 25 at the : 2 [ -ME :, et o

Meadowlands. Prices to be B et 8. | e

announced.in August. Tickets § TQ

SRCh sle i Sept 10,000 SQUARE FOOT SHOWROOM!

SOUTH PLAINFIELD - | A e S q . e
11 ‘ . ;

New Hopre BAPTIST CHURCH
45 Hampton Street, Metuchen, NJ 08840
(732) 549-8941
Rev. Ronald L. Owens, Senior Pastor

Christmas Spectacular: 4
p.m. Dec. 8 at Radio City
Music Hall. Bus leaves PAL
Recreation Complex, 1250
Maple Ave., $90. Tickets: call
(308) 226-7713.

Sunday Worship Services at 8am & | lam
Ist & 5th Sundays at 9:30 am

Wednesday Bible Study 12noon & 7pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 6pm

Saturday Church School 9am

/ GREEN BRODK, NJ
/ L/ 0 } 1? 0}/ 7132-968-1474 _(.K:' — “Where worship is joy and joy is worship”

Zaur Home' open Dally 104, Saturday 10-6, Sunday 12 www.nhbchurch.com

Everything Jersey

COME VISIT OUR TWO LOCATIONS

OAK TREE DISCOUNT €}  PLAZA DISCOUNT
WINES & SPIRITS ™= WINES & SPIRITS

902 Oak Tree Rd., South Plainfield JRaiEilil 561 Route 1, Edison
908-561-0051 - 732:572.WINE
(across from A&P Shopping Center) (in Wick Shopping Plaza)

OPEN: Mon. -Wed. Sam - SQm,Thum - 8at. 9am - 10pm Sun, 10am - 7pm OPEN: Mon. - Sat. 9am - 10pm, Sun. 12 noon - 8pm

The Biggest
Little
Lamphouse In
New Jersey

g | 1 £ "

L b

LAMPS THG NG3

v 587150
eﬁ:}t\l"du.( % L’L l}f ;i!tfsk ‘;

EXCEPTIONAL VALUES
SRR

l sl

HAS THREE WONDERFUL LEVELS T0 HELP CUSTOMIZE i ACCESSORJZE YOUR Hone
Lamps-N-Things sheds light on total home decor

Stde, elegance md charm are what vou ORI CONSTUCtion conpiay. € Carlos

will experience when vou visit Lunlp» Bacelar and Company will hammer
N-Thines ﬂ wrev mesterizing levels of  vour worries away with home repairs,
“eelectc” selection of ey (PTOVEITICILS. additions.

piintives. mirnrs, console decks and remodeling
tables, pedestals, painted with the cretive touch

peaple of great taste”

ROBERT MONDAVI fsiipl’iill;i\n‘éﬂ\l.llll(d glass, you need. B
WOODBRIDGE H s, vatses, de n: @
e Fotaed Fative actessorivs and of “The chinices you want i
contrse, hanps and the persotidized J -
T L g ' B attention you need” is the »-
- . - — L ) “Creating U perdect ambs =4 ey phrase at Lamps-N-
! SUTTE HOMS RAVENSWOOD . 'ﬁ%‘g,’l SANTA RITA etice for your hoie, Gail & Carlos Bacelqr Things.
" EOU RS EaE 3 Baergniont i mswwa fiow Gl Bacelar describes We spfa'ah'we |
99 mr _}_’ ?\urnm (mln i . : Gail Bacelar can ¢ lf\(; : g fa5
Brook business. She notes, “Inwork- custom design exquisite staisi glass : df :
i 8 ing with the public. I find that odwy’s — panels 1o m% sm-’p atiern and color S COthg.’
SMi IIE cotsumers hase smh busy fifestyles Customers are encouraged t bring in 1
80 that when thev et home, they need wallpaper,
things 0 make them feed good and color swatches, fabrics and even

All Typas

relased. My store, Luu{»x A-Things, s photographs so that the artistic

B e, Tt aeared 1o do just tiat, The lamps T sell designs can match to perdection,
are a0t just miade for fight, they are

CUSTQM STNN GLASS accents and accessorivs 1 create the Lamps-N-Things has more thag 200
pwim ambience. The fint lhm"\(u Tiffamv-sule [.zmps in stack, with

do when You walk into 2 room is in- selected Styles that could be niade in

on the light. So why not transform your gy color,”

7 sk

GLEN ELLEN
Cabernel. Chardonnay
1 Menot, Zinot Geigio

’ ) v CSToM STan GLass n’mu' 316 2 sanitu i of warmth and The store can even re {IT 0T Testore *
' —— — — : . feganee?” E}:Hu;;pddndu 1 3o Jave: 2 Jamp
DIRITC o ER SPECIALS + + + ) i 1t vout do not want o part with, gve
: LIQUOR AND SPIRITS » « » BEER SPECIAL Gitil Bacelar's w uqm‘wx' and deco- itz new Jook at Lamps A Things with
; - = \rpnar 1t
PHILADELPHIA ® P JiM DEWAR’S COORS & ! HEINEKEN 1 DECs rating experience wll help vou feel a new shade and fintal.
E Biendec whixe; E AM —_ WHITE LABEL BODHS UGHT et e confident in the dmw)n\ you make to
. CANADIAN CLUB 80 1599 " et b s taee » PHNTINGS heeautifi your home. But her guidance  Nothing about Lamps-N-Thi
E Caadan Whisky _..m. 99 " : 99 ! g A et - isa't the vnly expert advice vou'll dard. So whatever vour stvje, Asi
E: MAOM 3589 23 29 - receive at Lamps-N-Things. Victorian, from modern o traditional,
R 1€ Y Ut Sgle Mas Rliskey * F ; _ Gail Bacelar and her staf will acces-
gkgnsw»:ggmn 1599” P BEEFEATEB B SMIRHDFF TS ._._1_,__.__7__,_. o add Her heshand of 27 vears, Carlos sorize. tepair of simply make your
3 GBRDO!‘C’S' s [ Voohs 87 3 ( YUENGLING | NATURAL ’ facelar, can also assistvor dn all your  home..a home!
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