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Rivals Meet
Edison edged J.P. Stevens 3-2
in the first meeting of the sea-
son between the township
rivals. For wrap-up of high
school sports played earlier
this week Page B-1.

Getting Ready
Somerset County played its

part in the TOPOFF (Top
Officials) 3 exercise, created to
assess and strengthen the
nation's ability to respond to
terrorist attacks, last week
when Raritan Valley
Community College was
turned into an temporary med-
ical treatment center. Page B2.

Help OPSHBX
help U.S. forces
Operation:
Shoebox
New Jersey
2005, in part-
nership with
American
Recreational Military Services is
seeking cash donations in sup-
port of their ongoing effort to
supply American forces over-
seas with a steady supply of
personal items, toiletries and
snacks.
ARMS is a registered 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization under
the Internal Revenue Service
code. All contributions are tax-
deductible.
All contributions are dedicated
to the purchase of supplies and
costs of shipping.
ARMS/Operation: Shoebox
New Jersey 2005 is an all-vol-
unteer operation. Depending on
weight, it costs between $8 and
$15 to ship each box overseas.
Checks should be made out to
ARMS', with the instructions
"Operation Shoebox NJ 2005"
written on the memo line.
Checks should be mailed to:
Operation: Shoebox New
Jersey 2005, c/o The Reporter,
44 Veterans Memorial Drive
East, Somerville, N.J. 08876.
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Colonial battle to rage again

American Troops, pictured at
left, march on the grounds of the
Abraham Staats House during
the 2004 reenactment of the
Battle of Bound Brook. This year,
a two-day festival commemorat-
ing the Colonial era battle will be
held April 23 and 24. Below left,
British .troops attack on Main
Street in Bound Brook during last
year's reenactment.

COURTESY A CROSSROADS
CELEBRATION: ANNUAL BATTLE OF

BOUND BROOK 2005

Weekend marks anniversary of Revolutionary War skirmish
Travel back to the year 1777

on April 23 and 24 as the
Battle of Bound Brook is reen-
acted at locations in Bound
Brook, South Bound Brook
and Franklin Township.

The annual event commemo-
rates the battle that unfolded
on Palm Sunday, April 13,
1777, when 4,000 Crown forces
— British, Hessian and loyal-
ist troops under Lord
Cornwallis — marched
through the area at dawn to
attack a small garrison of
American soldiers in Bound
Brook.

The ensuing fight marked
the first battle of the spring
campaign of 1777 during the
American Revolution.

This year, festivities will
kick off on April 23 when the
American and British troops

will hold a flag raising at 10
a.m., then march from the sol-
diers encampment at
Memorial Park, corner of
High and Elizabeth streets in
South Bound Brook, across the
Queen's Bridge and into
Bound Brook for a commemo-
ration ceremony at the site of
the Battle of Bound Brook at
11 a.m.

This includes a ceremony
paying homage to soldiers of
the past and present at the
Old Stone Bridge, located at
the north end of the Queen's
Bridge in Bound Brook.
Featured speakers will
include historian Wayne
Daniels and Marcus Rayner,
district director for
Congressman Mike Ferguson.

Soldiers will then march into
Bound Brook to reenact the

first of two street battles. The
first — in Bound Brook -— will
be held on Main Street in the
vicinity of the Bound Brook
Hotel, with a second later in
the afternoon on Main Street,
South Bound Brook.

The first battle, narrated by
historian Wayne Daniels, will
occur along Main Street to
Hamilton Street and High
Street to the Bound Brook
Library.

After the battle, there will
be a salute ceremony at the
Old Presbyterian Graveyard,
near the library, hosted by the
Sons of the American
Revolution. Bound Brook High
School students will offer a
special program, portraying
people from the Colonial peri-

; Continued on page A2

Letters from home mean so much
By JIM WHITE
Staff Writer

MONTGOMERY — Somewhere in
the Iraqi desert, a U.S. soldier might
be reminiscing about the time he
spent hanging out with friends,
before this war, before everything
changed.

Another soldier, staring out across
the sand, may, for just a moment,
imagine that it all somehow leads to
the Jersey Shore.

Homesickness, undoubtedly, is par
for the tour and something this news-
paper attempts to ease each month
through Operation: Shoebox New
Jersey 2005, a joint effort between
The Reporter, American
Recreational Military Services, the
Somerset Patriots, nj.com,
Flemington Car and Truck Country
and numerous families, veterans and
volunteers to bring personal supplies
not afforded by the military to our
troops overseas.

The next shipment of hundreds of
care packages — May 14 and 15 —
will include 19 boxes filled with
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many of the standard items listed
each week in this newspaper —
baby-wipes, eye drops and hard
candy, to name a few.

But the aforementioned boxes will
also contain letters from teenagers
who were encouraged to imagine
what it might be like to walk in the
combat boots of our military men
and women — some not much older
than themselves.

The group of 13- and 14-year-olds
are eighth-grade catechism students
under the direction of St. Charles
Borromeo Roman Catholic Church in
the Skillman section of the township.

Needing to complete a service pro-
ject for confirmation — when a

Catholic becomes a full member of
the Church — the students chose the
Operation: Shoebox program.

Their teacher, Katherine
Andreassen, had most of the class of
13 over her house in Skillman
Monday where the students talked
about what they collected for the
troops — about $20 of supplies per
box — and the letters they wrote.

"Anything that gets them engaged
is real important for this age group,"
Andreassen said. "They really took it
to heart."

Matt Kalan said he tried to imagine
himself as an 18-year-old soldier
when he was deciding what to
include in his box. So he chose some-
thing he likes to do when he wants to
pass the time.

In his letter he wrote: "My name is
Matt. Today I went to the store with
my mom and my little brother. We
bought a whole bunch of stuff that we
thought you might need while you are
in Iraq. We are very thankful that you
have given your time for this war and
are risking your life for others' free-

doms every day. ...I have included a
deck of cards, so I hope you and your
friends like to play poker as much as I
do. I also put in some sunglasses which
could help you with your poker face.

Meghan Hurley said she included a
lot of moist towelettes. "They can
rub it on their hands. It gets really
dirty over there," she imagined.
"Just to feel more clean."

In her letter she wrote: "My name is
Meghan and I have put together as
many things as I could possibly fit into
this shoebox for you! I hope I picked
things that will be useful... Please stay
safe and know that you are not forgot-
ten. Here in the U.S. we think about
you every day, and we pray for you at
home, at church, and at school. ..."

Andreassen said participating in
Operation Shoebox helped her stu-
dents to think outside of themselves,
and use their imaginations.

"It gave them an opportunity to
think about the men and women who

Continued on page A2

Walk to
help MS
research

Participate in the 17th annual MS
Walk on Sunday, with registration at
9 a.m. and walk at 10 a.m., and help
the Mid-Jersey Chapter of the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society
raise funds for the nearly 4,000 local
residents living with MS.

This year walkers in the mid-Jersey
area can choose from nine different
sites, including Belmar, Edison,
Flemington, Freehold, Hamilton,
North Brunswick, Sandy Hook,
Seaside Park and SomerviEe.

"Walking in the MS Walk is a great
way to kick-off your spring exercise
routine and help an important
cause," said Michael Elkow, president
of the Mid-Jersey Chapter. "MS is
typically diagnosed in the prime of
people's lives, when they are starting
families and careers. The MS Society
provides programs and support for
people who have to come to grips

Continued on page A2

GEORGE PACCIELLO.'STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

John Pacifico of Raritan is being honored with the UNICO, New
Jersey District 10, National Americanism Award.

UNICO to honor
parade organizer
By TAKESHA PETTUS
Staff Writer

RARITAN — John Pacifico knows a lot about service.
The U.S. Army veteran served his country and contin-

ues to serve his church, Saint Arm's, as a deacon. He has
served there since he was an altar boy. He has also
served the town he has lived in all his life and the local
schools in education.

But Pacifico is modest when it comes to talking about
awards he has received over the years.

Just recently yet another award was added to his long
list of honors, the UNICO, New Jersey District 10,
National Americanism Award.

UNICO, which stands for Unity, Neighborliness,
Integrity, Charity and Opportunity, is a nationwide ser-
vice-organization open exclusively to Italian-Americans
or persons married to Italian-Americans. The organiza-
tion awarded Pacifico for his work with Italian-
American Army Sgt. John Basilone's annual parade.
Basilone, who grew up in the borough, was given the
Congressional Medal of Honor for his heroism displayed
during World War n.

"It's a great honor," said Pacifico.
Pacifico, an Italian-American himself, was born in the

U.S. after his parents came to America at the turn of the
century. In addition to the UNICO honors, a special joint
Legislative resolution adopted by the New Jersey State
Senate and General Assembly commending Pacifico for
his leadership, endeavors, and tireless efforts in organiz-
ing the parades annually.


