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Time To
Play Bail
Baseball, softball and other
spring sports were scheduled to
get going yesterday. For pre-
views on Edison High baseball
and South Plainfield softball,
see Page B1.

Id

1
A welcome
homecoming
Lt. Col. Vincent A. Coglianese, a
commanding officer with the 24th
Marine Expeditionary Unit who
recently returned from a tour of
duty in Iraq, shared his experi-
ences with third grade pupils at
Van Holten School in Bridgewater,
teaching them a valuable lesson
about the differences between liv-
ing in a democratic society and
one that is just ending years of
oppression. Page B2.

Kitchen
lessons
Members of the Somerset
County Vocational and
Technical High School's
Culinary Arts Program got a
first-hand lesson in the kitchen
of a Bridgewater Commons
Mall eatery, part of a series of
real-world programs aimed at
giving students a hand-on
experience in their chosen
fields. Page A3.

Flay To Expand
EDISON — The Edison
Scrabble Club is soon to expand
its play to twice a week.
This club for Scrabble players
meets at the Minnie B. Veal
Community Center, 1070 Grove
Ave. Weeknight sessions are
fiom 7-10 p.m. Tuesday,
Weekend sessions are from 1 -5
p.m. Saturday beginning today.
For more information, call Lois at
(732) 906-5496 or Walt at (732)
721-9218.
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Paul R. Nardoni Oncology Pavilion opens at Somerset Medical Center

PHOTO COURTESY THE NARDONI FAMILY

Ellen and Paul R. Nardoni pose for a wedding photo on a winding staircase. The couple were married only a short time
when Paul succumbed to Hodgkin's Disease at the age of 32 on April 17, 2001. On Tuesday, Somerset Medical Center will
unveil a new addition to the hospital, an oncology wing named in Paul's honor.

Cancer victim's legacy:
'Seize the moment'

By ROD fflRSCH
Staff Writer

SOMERVILLE — Outside on the brick fagade of the
new addition, the sign reads "The Paul R. Nardoni
Oncology Pavilion."

But inside it's Paul's Place.
Earlier this week, his wife Ellen walked the hallways

and poked her head into the rooms of the new facility at
Somerset Medical Center, making certain that every-
thing would be ready for tomorrow's invitation-only
reception for friends, family and others involved with the
Paul R. Nardoni Foundation.

The facility will begin accepting patients next week,
with a tour and open for staff and friends of the hospital
scheduled Tuesday.

Nardoni's wife, his parents and friends have made sure
that the 35-bed state-of-the-art facility epitomizes the
spirit of its namesake, a young man who preferred to go
barefoot and sail the Mediterranean, a man who adored
the outdoors, loved the Rockies and loved to snowboard,
a world class chef who demanded a good meal when he
went out and never thought twice about sending it back
to the kitchen if it didn't meet his exacting standards, a
rabid baseball fan and man of conviction not afraid to
question Yankee manager Joe Torre to his face, a man
who scoffed at the odds, and a son and husband who
revered family, loved people and loved life — even when
it conspired to steal his vitality at an age when most peo-
ple are just beginning to live life.

Those who knew him will tell you he had a sharp
tongue and a soft heart, a zest for life and a determina-
tion to live life to its fullest.

"He never put a limit on himself. When he got up in the
morning, he'd always ask, 'What are we going to do
today?'" his wife explained.

Nardoni succumbed to Hodgkin's Disease at the age of

Continued on page A2
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Ellen Nardoni talks about the Paul R. Nardoni Oncology
Pavilion during a tour of the new wing of the Somerset Medical
Center.

PISCATAWAY o
Budget has I
flat tax rate

PISCATAWAY — For the first time
in recent memory, township residents
will cast ballots on a proposed school
budget that includes no increase in
the tax levy.

The 2005-06 budget maintains cur-
rent instructional programs that have
steadily increased standardized test
scores throughout the district, and it
maintains class size and extracurricu-
lar programs such as athletics, band,
and other student activities, officials
said.

The proposed budget also includes a
second question on the ballot. Voters
will be asked to determine whether
die district should provide full-day
kindergarten. If approved, this initia-
tive will add $26.82 per year to the tax
bill on the average home assessed at
$109,000.

"This is a phenomenal budget that
will strengthen student achievement
and home property values," said Paul
A. Herman, president of the Board of
Education. "This is a student-cen-
tered, education-driven budget that is
still sensitive to die needs of taxpay-
ers."

Superintendent of Schools Robert L.
Copeland said the proposed budget
directs dollars to where they matter
most — classroom instruction, curricu-
lum supervision and redesign, and stu-
dent services.

"The administration worked with
the board to develop a fiscally-sound
program budget that focuses on stu-
dent achievement," he said. "This bud-
get emphasizes early intervention and
instruction, rather than later remedia-
tion."

The 2005-06 proposed budget totals
$86.7 million, with $66.8 million
raised dirough the local tax levy, the
same as the 2004-05 school budget.

Although the proposed budget
includes a spending increase, the
administration has applied fund bal-
ance, or surplus, and alternative
sources of income to offset the addi-
tional costs. The district is also com-
mitted to keeping as many special
education students as possible in their
local schools rather than sending
them to out-of-district private schools
that charge high tuitions.

"The board of education is very
aware of the burden on Piscataway
taxpayers who do not receive their fair
share of state school aid, compared to
other similar districts," Herman said.
"We are using all available sources of
funds to provide tax relief."

Holding the line on taxes was no
easy feat, commented Jerry T.
Mahoney, vice president of the board
of education and chair of the Finance
Committee. "Energy costs will
increase, transportation is up 15 per-
cent, insurance is up 15 percent, and
state aid is flat for the third year in a
row."

Among the educational initiatives
included in the proposed school bud-
get is the expansion of the AVID pro-
gram at the middle and high school
levels. AVID is a program that assists

Continued on page A2

Fan Fest welcomes Patriots' loyal supporters
By ROD HIRSCH
Staff Writer

BRIDGEWATER — The
Somerset Patriots' front
office staff got to work on
the 2005 season even as the
infield dust settled from
the final out of the 2004
season, and with just four
weeks to go before opening day, the official
start of the pre-season kicks off today at the
ballpark with a "doubleheader" — Open
Tryouts and Fan Fest.

There's no admission charge for the fifth
annual Fan Fest, which begins at 1 p.m., but
for those players who hope to catch the eye
of manager Sparky Lyle and pitching coach
John Montefusco, there's a $40 sign-up fee
to audition. Proceeds are donated to the
Patriots Charity Fund. Signups begin 9 a.m.
For those who want to arrive early, the try-
outs are open to the public, begin at 10 a.m.

and conclude at 1 p.m.
The team will also host a

special collection event for
Operation: Shoebox New
Jersey 2005 in conjunction
with Fan Fest. Patriotic
fans will be eligible for a
free ticket.

Operation: Shoebox New
Jersey 2005 maintains a

supply line of personal items that are
shipped to soldiers overseas on a monthly
basis. OPSHBX volunteers will be at the
ballpark all day collecting donated items
needed by the troops — toothbrushes, tooth-
paste, soap, eye drops, ear swabs, razors, lip
balm, suntan lotion, snacks, drink mixes,
bug spray and other personal items.
Volunteers will also be taking orders for
Operation: Shoebox New Jersey 2005 T-

Continued on page A2

How to contribute
0PHAU08

Operation: Shoebox New Jersey
2005, in partnership with American
Recreational Military Services is
seeking cash donations in support of
their ongoing effort to supply
American forces overseas with a
steady supply of personal items, toi-
letries and snacks.

ARMS is a registered S01(c)(3) non-profit organization under the
Internal Revenue Service code. All contributions are tax-deductible.

All contributions are dedicated to the purchase of supplies and costs
of shipping. ARMS/Operation: Shoebox New Jersey 2005 is an all-vol-
unteer operation. Depending on weight, it costs between $8 and $15 to
ship each box overseas.

Checks should be made out to ARMS, with the instructions
"Operation Shoebox NJ 2005" written on the memo line. Checks
should be mailed to:

Operation: Shoebox New Jersey 2005, c/o The Reporter, 44 Veterans
Memorial Drive East, Somerville, NJ. 08876.


