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Edison Valley Playhouse set to reopen
EDISON — Edison Valley

Playhouse, long a landmark
on Oak Tree Road, has
received a $25,000 grant from
the state of New Jersey.
Currently there are plans to
reopen the playhouse this
year, and this funding will get
the project going by enabling
much needed repairs.

"The building needs a new
roof and some exterior
repair," said Richard

Monteiro, president of Valley
Playhouse Productions which
owns the theater. "These
funds will get our renovation
and reopening project going a
long way in the right direc-
tion."

Assemblymen Patrick
Diegnan and Peter Barnes of
the 18th district helped the
group find available funding
for emergency repairs.

"I believe the arts are an

essential part of our lives,"
Diegnan said. "An opportuni-
ty such as this to bring back
Edison Valley Playhouse as a
cultural arts center should be
supported by everyone."

Assemblyman Diegnan
accompanied Monteiro, Vice
President Bill Seesselberg and
Trustee Robert Bengivenga on
a tour of the theater to see
what work will be started with
the funding.

"When the weather breaks a
little bit, we will start replac-
ing the roof and begin repair-
ing the exterior damage to the
building" said Bengivenga.
"That will make the building
more weatherproof, and we
can begin repairing the interi-
or."

In 2004, the playhouse was
named a local historic site by
Edison Township. The theater
was formerly the Marconnier

Union Chapel, originally con-
structed in 1895. Until 1966 it
served as a church, and in
1968 was purchased by Valley
Playhouse Productions, a
group organized in the Oak
Tree area that had been pro-
ducing shows in local schools
and church halls. The group
will celebrate its 40th anniver-
sary in 2005.

Continued on page A2

Boro girls
on a roll

The South Plainfield High
giris basketball squad
defeated Woodbridge and
North Brunswick earlier this
week to improve to 15-4 on
the season. Page B1.

Monica Lawrence chats with
former New Jersey Devils play-
er Alexei Kasatonov during a
press conference held Tuesday
announcing a benefit hockey
game members of the New
Jersey Devils Alumni Team will
play at Rock Ice Pavillion in
Dunellen on behalf of the Adult
Day Care Cfenter or Somerset
County.

Valentine's
for soldiers
Soldiers serving overseas will
get a Valentine's Day
message from area school
students thanks to pupils at
Irene E. Feidkirchner
Elementary School. Page B3.
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Family uses hockey
as way to give back
Bv TAKESHA PETTTJS confidence that her husbai

: • '

Looking out
for our future

Area crossing guards
brave the frigid winter tem-
peratures to make sure chil-
dren get to and from school
safely. Page B2.

By TAKESHA PETTUS
Staff Writer

BRTDGEWATER — Taking
care of someone with
Alzheimer's disease can be a
daunting task.

So when the Lally family
found the Adult Day Care
Center of Somerset County,
they felt their prayers had
been answered.

Their father, Bob, was suf-
fering from Alzheimer's dis-
ease, and his condition was
gradually getting worse. Their
mother, Irma, was his primary
care taker and the task was
becoming exhaustive.

The Adult Day Care Center,
located on Finderne Avenue,
became a second home in the
later years for Bob Lally giv-
ing his wife, giving Irma the

confidence that her husband
was being well taken care of
during the day.

Although Bob Lally died in
2002, his family remained
grateful for the care that the
center had given the former
World War II Naval Veteran.
As a result of the great care
the center provided, the
Lally's felt the need to give
something back to the center.

Rock Ice Pavillion owner's
Igor and Shannon Mrotchek,
who are the son-in-law and
daughter of Bob Lally, are
sponsoring a benefit hockey
game with the New Jersey
Devils Alumni Team to raise
money for the center.

The event will be held 3 p.m.

Continued on page A2
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Jeff Wlacaulay talks about the upcoming benefit hockey game dur-
ing a press conference.

Valentine's
help recall
vet's service
By JIM WHITE
Staff Writer

Come Valentine's Day, Rep.
Rodney Frelinghuysen, R-
11th Dist., never forgets the
bruised, broken and bravest
of hearts — those of our vet-
erans.

On Monday, Frelinghuysen,
a Vietnam War'veteran, will
visit Van Derveer Elementary
School in Somerville where
he will pick up Valentine's
Day Cards made by third-
graders for veterans hospital-
ized at Lyons VA Medicr?]
Center in Bernards Township.

The state-wide program has
come to be known as
"Valentines for Vets."

"Valentine's Day is almost
upon us again. It is a time to
be with our loved ones and
let others know how much
they are appreciated, espe-
cially our military veterans,"
Frelinghuysen said in a pre-
pared statement.

"For nearly 10 years, I have
witnessed how a valentine
from a child can lift the heart
of a veteran confined to hos-
pital bed on Valentine's Day,"
he said.

"A hospital can be a lonely
place. Yet, this widely popu-
lar program has delivered
countless scenes of children
touching the lives of hospital-
ized veterans with their very
creative and colorful valen-
tines," he said.

The congressman said
teachers and pupils across
northern New Jersey have
always been supportive in
making this a class project.

Each year the week of
February 14 is commemorat-
ed as the National Salute to

Continued on page A2

Somerset County opens doors to world leaders
i i

By JIM WHITE
Staff Writer

SOMERVILLE — Ade
Tinamei's sense of humor
shed some light on the resolve
°* a Pe°P*e w^0 -^ave experi-
enced the worst natural disas-

-r. n - . . _. ter in recent history.
The Performing Arts ^ h a y e a j o k „ f h e

Department of P.scataway Indonesian woman announced
High School is presenting l a s t w e e k m s i d e ^ g Somerset
Xameiot" through today. County Administration
Showtime is 7 p.m. at the Building where the equivalent
Piscataway High School, 100 of a mini United Nations had
Behmer Road. formed.

"At least, after the tsunami,
America now knows where

HI Indonesia is," she quipped,
noting her joke was an
acknowledgement of all the

g o o d w i l l t h e w o r l d h a s s h o w n

Community Life B-3 J^ o n e s i a following the disas-
B-1 Tinamei, 34, an urban

designer and architect at the
Obituaries A-5,6 C e n t e r f o r Urban Design

Studies in Bandung,

Indonesia, was one of 13 peo-
ple from developing countries
chosen to participate in the
Hubert H. Humphrey
Fellowship Program, hosted
by Rutgers University, which
provides an opportunity for
mid-career professionals to
come to the United States for
a year of academic study and
professional development.

The program was created in
1978 to honor the late vice
president of the United States
and to embody his commit-
ment to international aware-
ness and understanding.

Last week, the folks from
Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
China, the Czech Republic,
Guinea, Indonesia, Korea,
Laos, Pakistan, the
Philippines, Turkey, Tunisia
and Yemen shadowed county
officials and learned first-

Continued on page A2
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Somerset County Supervising Planner Tom D'Amico talks about urban planning initiatives with
Malaithong Kommasith from Laos and Dr. Chenxi Bai from China.


